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SOCIAL-ETrWIC S RVEY 

Sunnm.ry 

The following is a list and descriptions of articles and 

extracts on file in the Social-Ethnic Survey being conducted 

by a group in the Federal Writers' Project of Delaware. 

1. Racial Picture in Delaware and Wilmington 
Treats in general settlement of majority foreign groups 

in Delaware, describing their present location and condition. 
Brief discussion of the Moors, an anomalous group in ~elaware. 

2. Racial Groups 
Brief discussion of Poles, Italians, and Ukranians. 

3. Polish Population in Delaware and Wilmington 
Statistical report on Polish population, 1930 census. 

4. Polish Housing in Wilmington 

5. 

Story of Polish housing problems and how they were solved. 

New Little Poland in Old Browntown 
An account of the Polish Comm.unity up to 1921. 

ment, Community Organization, home life, adaptation 
American ways. 

Settle
to 

6. Polish Societies 
A list of Polish societies, orga~izations and associations. 

7. One American Innnigran! 
A test interview with a Jewish immigrant. Describes life 

in Europe, emigration, struggle in America, and present life. 

8. Jews in the U.S. and Delaware 
Historical background of Jewish immicration. 

9. Occupational Survey of Jews in Wilmington 
Occupational survev of 316 Jewish families in Wilmington, 

w th the number and age groupings in each occupation. Also 
grouped as to industries which employ them. 

10. Jews in Wilmington 
An account of the present Jewish picture in Wilmington 

from an interview with the executive director of Jewish Welfare. 

11. Jews in Wilmington and Jewish Settlement in Delaware 
Newspaper articles (1928 and 1937) recounting history 

and progress of Jews in Wilmington and Delaware. 



Summary of Social Ethnic Survey 

12. Innnigration and Immigration Laws 
Brief summary of immigration laws. 

13. ,Italian Immigration 
Reasons for emigration from Italy in the last part of 

the nineteenth century. 

The transcript-ion of records from cards in the Adult Education 

Department is still in proeress. Close to four thousand cards 

have bee examined of which about twenty-five hundred have been 

used for purpose of recording the information. From this source, 

when completed, it will be possible to adjudge the following 

facts about each foreign group: country of birth, age grouping, 

languages spoken, citizenship, education, English literacy, 

marital status, number in family, ownership of homes, occupations 

here and abroad, dates of arrival in the U.S. and in Wilmington, 

and their names and addresses. A list of races found in the 

card file and a rough approximation of the number of each 

recorded follows. 

Italians 
Poles 
Jews 
Germans 
Irish 
Ukranians 
Spanish 
Greek 

1000 
450 
250 
150 
150 
175 
100 
100 

Also a few English, Austrians, Russians, Bohemirins., Hungarians, 

Czecho-Slovakians, Turks, Lithuanians, French, Swedish, Scotch, 

Mexican, Portuguese, and Mexican. 

H. M. Hirsh.out 
February 14, 1939 
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Browning, G. K. 
Donohoe, J. J. 
June 7, 1939 

Ashley 

WILMINGTON SUBURBS t 1 

Ashley (540 pop., 40 alt.) is situated on the east side of 

Maryland Avenue, bounded on the north by the tracks of the Balti

more and Ohio and Philadelphia and Reading Railroads, on the 

south by Middleborough Road, and on the east by the Christina 

River. Its area is roughly 64 acres. 

The original grantees of the tract which included what is 

now Ashley were Broor Sinnexson, Gysbert Walraven and Arnold 

DeLagrange. Later it became the property of the Lynam family. 

During the last 30 years it has been developed as a suburban 

community by individual home-owners. 

Water, gas, electricity, sewers and garbage disposal are 

provided for the entire section. All streets are surfaced. 

Sidewalks, though too narrow and built on varying levels, are 

kept in good repair. street signs, made of metal and affixed 

to metal standards, are at all street intersections. Transpor

tation facilities are provided by the trolley cars on Maryland 

Avenue. Overhead signal lights regulate traffic on North 

Maryland Ave. and Du Pont Road. Door to door mail delivery is 

made twice daily. 

The oldest home here is a three story structure facing 

Maryland Ave. at Ashley Circle. It was built of stone early in 

the 19th century by a member of the Richardson family. It is 

now owned by J. David Chalfant and has been converted into an 

apartment house. 

The Ric rdson Park Junior High School, built in 1926 and 

enlarged four years later, is situated between Grier Ave. and 

Middleborough Road, facing Latimer Lane. It. is a two story brick 

building on a ten-acre plot, contains an auditorium and a 
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cafeteria, and it has accommodations for about 700 pupils. 

A. A. Easterbrook is the school principal, supervising the 

work of 23 teachers. 

Although the entire school grounds are available for re

creational purposes, no steps have been taken to utilize any 

part of the ground except by baseball teams which have a play

ing field at the eastern end. Some swings are available and 

there is a drinking fountain placed at one end of the school 

building. 

The majority of the houses here are of the story-and-a

half frame bungalow type, erected on 50xl00 feet lots. 

There are three industrial plants in Ashley: one manufactures 

soaps anddisinfectants, the second hair color-restorer, and the 

third does wholesale cleaning and dyeing. Business establish

ments include a drug store, a feed store, two gas and oil stations, 

a greenhouse, and two soda fountains, one of which includes a· 

newsstand. There is also a liquor storage warehouse. 

The Diamond State Post No. 2563, Veterans of Foreign Wars, 

early in 1939, purchased a two story frame-and-concrete block 

structure at 18 South Du Pont Road. Alterations are being made 

to render the building suitable as a meeting place for the members 

of the post and also the La.dies Auxiliary. The Five Points 

Chapter No. 13, Order of the Eastern Star meets in Newport as 

there is no suitable place in Ashley. The Alpha Phi Sorority, 

with a membe· hip of fifteen, holds regular meetinss at the homes 
. 

of the members. Mrs. J. David Chalfant is President. 

A sewage disposal plant which will serve the Richardson Park 

section as well as Elsmere, Oak Grove and several other suburbs 

located on the Capitol Trail is now under construction on Lower 
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Ashley Road near Little Mill Creek • 

. The origin of the name Ashley is unknown. There are only 

a few scattered ash trees and none are of unusual size or 

beauty. However plentiful shade is provided by a large number 

of trees of other varieties. From a point about two hundred 

yards east of Maryl~nd Ave., the terrain slopes sharply toward 

Little Mill Creek. The steepness of this declivity has, more 

than any other factor, checked the growth of this community. 

The portion of Little Mill Creek which flows through Ashley 

has become choked with debris and an accumulation of assorted 

rubbish, due largely to indiscriminate dumping. The result is 

a condition of stagnation which detracts greatly from the beauty 

of the surroundings. The swarms of mosquitoes which breed in 

the pools thus formed during the spring and summer months are 

both a source of annoyance anda potential health menace. 

The layout of the streets of Ashley is odd. With the 

exception of Du Pont Road and East Summit Avenue, they have 

their point of origin at Maryland Avenue, and after describing 

a circuitous route, return again to Maryland Avenue. These 

streets are Ashley Circle, Hillside Road and Brookside Road. 

Valley Road begins at Maryland Avenue and runs to Du Pont Road, 

where it joins Brookside to complete its half circle. 
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Jobn J. Donohoe 
December 30, 1940 

BEECHWOLD 

Regional Suri.ref' 2.7 
Wilminston Suburbs 

Beechwold (281 alt.; 80 pop.) is situated north of the 

junction of Talley and Weldin Roads, about four miles from 

the center of Wilmington. The portion of the tract which had 

been subdivided for home sites embraces an area of approxi

mately twenty-five acres. 

Frederick c. Zeisberg is the owner and developer of th~s 

suburb. By an indenture dated March 25, 1926, he acquired 

sixty-five acres of land from the heirs to the estate of Lewis 

W. Miller (Annie E. Miller., Albert M. Miller, Mary M. Miller, 

Georgine M. Jones, Walter B. Jones, Helen M. Kavanaugh, and 

Joseph C. Kavanaugh). This farm had been in the possession 

of the Miller fa~~ly since George Miller purchased it from 

Joseph Jackson, executor of Joseph Jackson, on Jv,arch 15, 1811. 

It was a part of a 200-acre tract whic1'1or~y belonged to 

Amos Earley, who had inherited it fro¥his father, Edward Earley. 

Amos EarJey died intestate, leaving to survive him three daugh

ters: Susanna, who married Joseph,ilackson, Sarah, who inter-
' I 

married with Tart Etheridge, and Mary Earley. By an indenture 

of Joseph Jackson and wife and Tart1 Etheridge and wife, to 

which John Stewart and David Thompson were parties., dated May 

7, 1773, and an indenture of Mary Earley, to which Joseph Jack-
•,-

son and David Thompson were parties, dated November 14, 1774., 

the parties of the first part suffered common recovery of the 

land for the use of Joseph Jackson. Edward Earley had acquired 
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the property by purchase from John Baldwin on May 7, 1717. 

The latter bought the tract from Benry Hollingsworth, who: 

"by virtue of a certain Patent under the 
Hand of the Honourable William Penn, Pro-
prietary and Governor in Chief of the Pro-
vince of Pennsylvania, and territories ttere-
unto belon~ing, became lawfully seized in fee 
of, and in a certain tract of land situated 
on the West side of Delaware River, and on 
the south side of Shellpot Creek Run in the 
Manor of Rockland -- containing two hundred 
acres of land -- said Patent bearing date 
the twentieth day of September Annoque Domini 
one thousand seven hundred and five, and re
corded in the Rolls Office at Philadelphia 
in Patent Book A, vol. 2, page 78 " 

Before commencing formal development of the tract as a 

residential community, Mr. Zeisberg sold twelve acres of the 

land in three separate transactions (consisting of three, 

four and five acres, respectively). In April of 1937, the 

remainder of the tract was surveyed and building lots were 

laid out facing on Weldin and Talley Roads. Beechwold Avenue 

was cut through at right angles to Talley Road for a distance 

of 300 yards. These lots are sold subject to a list of re

strictions which are incorporated in the deeds. It is stated: 

"The party of t 1e first part further agrees as follows: 
USE OF LAND. The land in the entire tract 

shall be used for residential purposes only, nnd 
no buildine of any kind whatsoever shall be ereated 
or maintained except one single private dwelling 
and private garages on one lot for the sole use of 
the respective owners and occupiers of the lot upon 
wl 1ich they are erected. 

SETBACK. No buildine, or part thereof, ex
cept as hereinafter provided shall be erected or 
maintained closer to the front street than fifty 
feet measured therefrom. 

PORCHES. Unenclosed covered porches, the 
floor-s of which are not higher than the level 
of the first floor of the building, ma.y, ~ncroach 
on such restricted area by projecting therefrom 
not more than five (5) feet. 

z..! 
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Enclosed porches or porches carrying second 
floor construction, or any porch which may be 
covered by any portion of the main roof shall 
encroach on this setback not more than five (5) 
feet. 

No house, or any part of it, including bay 
windows or porches, shall be erected closer than 
ten (10) f~et from any side line. 

GARAGES. A garage shall not be erected within 
sixty (60) feet of any front street unless it be 
made a part of or connected with the main building 
on the plot. 

NUISANCES. There shall not be erected, per
mitted, or maintained on any part of the land in
cluded in said tract any foundry, quarry, grave
yard, hospital, sanatarium, or institution of like 
or kindred nature, stable of any kind, cattle yard, 
hog pen, dog kennels, fowl yard or house, cesspool, 
privy vault or any form of privy, nor any plant or 
manufacturing establishment of any kind, nor bill- · 
boards, nor noxious, dangerous or offensive thing, 
trade or business whatsoever, nor shall any public 
garage or gas filling station be maintained nor live 
poultry, hogs, cat t le or other livestock be kept 
thereon. 

At no time shall the land included in said tract 
or any building thereon be occupied by any negro or 
person of negro extraction. This prohibition is noD 
intended to include the occupancy by a negro domestic 
servant or other person, while employed in or about 
the premises by the owner or occupant thereof. 

SANITATION. The party of the second part agrees 
to construct at his own expense a septic tank sewage 
disposal system on his respective lot with overflow 
drainage through not less than sixty (60) feet of 
open tile laid in a cinder trench." 

To date, twenty individual housing units have been con

structed and occupied. Each of these is a single-family de

tached dwelling. Although these houses were individually con

structed, they conform in general characteristics, while at the 

same time avoiding the dull monotony of the "production-line" 

houses so evident in many Wilming ton suburbs. They are all

masonry struetures (Brandywine grani e is the favored material), 

and in architectural style are patterned after - the Penns~lvania 

Farmhouse and the English country home of the Elizabethan period. 
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Wilmington Suburbs 

Ample in size, and equipped with the most modern conveniences, 

they are classed in the $10,000 - $15,000 price group. The 

private garages are usually an integral part of the main 

structure, but in a . few instances they are placed at the rear 

of the lots. 

The lots in Beechwold are usually large,. ranging from 

slightly less to slightly more than an acre; the smallest 

lot in the development is 170 x 225 feet. Each of the lots 

has been landscaped and planted with shrubbery and flowers. 

An attractive feature of this community is the number of large, 

old trees which have been retained on the tract through care

ful placement of the buildings. 

Gas and electricity are available through the facilities 

of the Delaware Power and Light Company. Running water for 

h ousehold use is furnished from the Wilmington supply. Waste dis

prosal is taken care of by a system of individual septic tanks. 

Garbage and waste are removed under private contract. Twice 

daily, door-to-door mail delivery is made by R.D. carrier 

operating from the Wilmi ngton postoffice. 

Weldin Road, which forms the southern boundary of the 

suburb, and Talley Road, which bisects it, are through high

ways. The road-beds are macadam surfaced, but gutters and 

curbing have not been installed. Beechwold Avenue is also 

macadam paved, but likewise lacks facilities for p~oper drain

age. ContinO'u.s sidewalks, street lighting, and identification 

markers have not been provided. Residents of Beechwold must 

furnish their own transportation; no public -carriers serve this 

district. 
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Beechwold, in common with the majority of suburban com

munities, relies for police protection upon the uniformed 

forces of the County and State. Fire control is provided 

by the rural volumteers. Brandywine Hundred Fire Company, 

with headquarters in Bellefonte, is the closest of these 

units. 

There are no churches or schools within the limits of 

Beechwold, nor are there any in the immediate neighborhood. 

The public schools serving this district are the Mount Pleasant 

School in Bellefonte (for elementary and junior high school 

students), and the Claymont High School. The State Board of 

Education furnishes free bus transportation to and from these 

schools. The churches of the city are the most accessible. 

In accordance with the restrictions placed on the use of 

the land in this suburb, no retail stores or business estab

lishments of any kind have been erected or maintained in Beech

wold. Residents must of necessity do most of their shopping 

in Wilmington; the telephone and delivery service combine to 

make this task a less onerous one. 

Twenty-five lots were plotted on the plat of Beechwold, 

which was made in April, 1937. Dwellings have been erected 

on twenty of these lots. Because of space limitations, future 

growth of the community is not expected to . reach any great pro

portions. The residence of Frederick c. Zeisberg occupies a 

fifteen-acre plot at the western extremity of the tract. The 

undeveloped portions of Beechwold, owned by Mr. Zeisberg, are 

located in the northwest corner, and west of a small branch of 
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Shellpot Creek. These sections, if subdivided in the same 

manner as the rest of the development, would provide space 

for approximately ten additional dwellings. 

Deeds Records: 

. .,. 
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BELLE OOR 

IL I GTON SUBURBS 

CUR ENT FILE 

Bellemoor (alt. 100., pop. 575), lie on the est sid 

of south aryland Avenue, one ile eouth1est or 1lm1ngton• 

c~~~ 1...~~ s ansi ~ &.~-u.: ~~~ "o~'7. ~n. 't.n.e '7. o .\l.""o\').-r"'Q o~ 

nd B. en P rk, at hat 1s genera11y ca11ed iehardson Park. 

The area of about 30 aor 

This farm was prob bly kno n as the Bellemoor~farm and was 

turned into ad velopment by David R. 12'11am about 1903 hen h 

b gan s lling lots here. D vid • Lyn~ 1nlie:t-1ted the farm from 

his father D vid Lynam, the property having b en in posses ~o~ 

of the family or sever l generations . It was approv d and 

accepted by the Regional Planning Commis ion or ilmington on 

May 25, 1937, and its three streets, Reamer, Champlain, and 

e tmoreland venues, re no almost completely built up. 

Restrictions placed on this suburb are those of the Stat 

and county, a it is not incorpor ted. Regularly patrols ar 

made by the rural polic of Chri tina llundred, while the Stat 

Police are subject to call 1n case or need. ater is provided 

through the Art sian ater Comp ny, of Richardson Park, and fir 

protection is al o given through the main of the same company, 

with fire co pan1e located in e port, Elsmere, Cranston Heights, 

and 111 Creek, as well ~s the Five Points Fire Company at 

Richard on Park. as and lactr1c1ty re connected with all 

hoe, them jority of hich are connected with a were whicb care 

for houaehold needs, such a baths, toilets, and kitchen drains • 
. .,. 

Drain for surface ater were not suppl! d as late as 1938. . ' 



-2-

. 

Bellemoor - Suburb 
o. K ro ning 
El. Thompson- alls 

Oarbag is und r a private collection sy t m. 

All streets are hard surfaced and well kept, although they 

are not av d up to 1939, but side alks h ve been provided on all 

thre through tr ts, north nd south. All reaid noes ar 

locat don the throo·streets, Re er, Champlain, nd 1estmoreland, 
'--'<~~'-¼ 

hich are b1eoeted by lin, Bellemoor, and North Streets. 

Streets are ~rked, thos touching South Maryland Avenue h ving 

nameled lett red a1gns o~ iron tandards. The thre cross treets 

have wo d 1gns panted nd ounted on wood n po ta. 

Transportation is found on outh cylru1d venue, 11th 

Richard on P rk and N wport cars serving the public from 6 o'clock 

1n. th orning to about 1 o'clock th foll ing morning. 

Tr ffic control 1 given by the light at orth aryland 

Avenue and du ont Roa, h11 on South eyland Avenu, to 

block to th es ard, a tr ff1c officer is tationed t provide 

prot ction for chool children at Ric rd on Park Junior High 

School during hours there. 

ail deliver,, commenced 1n 110, ism de from door to door 

twice d ily. 

H alth conditions in th1 uburb av r ge high. The ection 

are w 11 dr ind nd th levation is lightly above that of 

surrounding communiti s. T Red Cro s has its emergency tation 

at the Five Points Fir C:>mp~ny h adquarters, 1n Community Hall. 

Ambulances from 1lm1ngton or Farnhurst are subject to call, an 

there are several phys1ci n re ident in t e vicinity, as eJ.l as 
. .,, 

one d nt!st. 

Churches n rby in Richard on Park are the ethod1st Episcopal, 

five blocks distant on orth Maryland Avenue,· and the Church of the 
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Bre hren, six blocks away on Belmont Avenue. 

Ricardson Park Junior High ohool, where children attend 

cl ssee as hi has the eighth grad, is one block distant from 

the entrance of Weetmor land Av nu on South ~aryland. Twenty-three 

teachers a.re em loyed, and the attendance is above 700. Children 

ho are pupils of thi school have the service ot dentists, 

phy 1c1 ns, an nurses, who make regular calls in looking after 

the health or the student body. Conrad High School five blocks 

eat on Boxwood Rod cares for those w o raduate from the 

Richardson Park School. There is a private kindergarten conducted 

'tJr Mrs. Lucille Clouser, of 108 tthee Plao, Elmhurst, one block 

tr Reamer Avenue, which is ttended by nwubers or children or 

lest an six, the requ1s1t a e for entrance at school. 

Play round here are not equipped, except the two located 

on school pro erties, one at the Richardson Park School and the 

other at Conrad School. Nei hborhood games are played frequently 

• · during these eon at the ball ground at the estern end of Reamer 

Av nue, and football is also practiced there by numbers ot small 

boys in the autumn, 

The nearest park is Canby rk, situated betw en du Pont 

Road d th railroad, on th e stern edge of Richardson Park, 

eight blocks distant. This perk is well wooded, has several 

p ths for horseback ridin, a spring, and also a stream, Little 

Mill Creek, flowing throu hit. Bee use of its location and 

the difficulty of getting into 1t, .however, it 1s seldom used. 

On the west s1d, all planks or the floor of a bridge have been 
~ . 

removed, which cau es anyone visiting the park to walk many blocks 
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out or thew yin ord r tog in entranc. This park would be 

an ideal place for r laxation and 

properly arr g d and card for. 

of veral kinds if 

The llo es at ellamoor number 105., run to the t • tory type. 

On artmen, built ore ent block, is thr -story, three 

f ily d 111 • T r r 1.3 l:>rick ho s, 12 of stucco, nd one 

of sto • The jort~y of ho es, h ev r, ar frame, but well• 

s parated, in some oases ving lots 100 by' 125. In every case 

there 1 no roding tog ther or hou s, ev n of lots 50 by 125. 

Both Champlain and Ramer Avenue have xcellent s ade, while 

on 1e tmor 18.IJ.d A veru only one block has rr1c1 nt shade s yet 

lthough numb rs or mall trees haver c ntly be n eet. Flower 

and well•ke t la ns res en at every home, and 11 hom shave 

s fficient pace in the rear for small v etable ar en. 

Tb prevalent tax rte is that or any unincorpor t d pl ce, 

xce t for fire protection, hich co ts tw nty•fiv c nts per 

mont , but brin .s 1th it a r duction 1n fire in ure.nce rate 

which overcomes thi xpenditure. Th re is lo a small eekly 

fe forte r mo, l of rb e, hich is collected by a private 

firm, a w 11 s noth rs all ase s ent for tr et lighting 

provided. 1th the dd1tion l t ea and nearly ouble the ater 

rental prevalent in 1lm1ngton, this suburb has pr ctically 

everythin vail ble in 1lmington, but only th county sses ment, 

the total bin rn teri lly less. 

o busin s 1s conducted hr except n South ryl nd enue, 

h rear loc t d t ·o gar ea 1th filling stations, one gener 1 

store, and one chain grocery stor. There 1 also a barber shop 
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between the two ar ges. This coJllIIUility has no industrial plants. 

'he Federal Housing Administration has no projects under wa7 

in Bellemoor1 nd only one hous w sunder constF~ction late in 

1938. 

Little ill Creek, 1hich flo ·s along thee stern edge ot 

ic ar on Park, six block £ro B 11 moor~ 1 not cleanly stream, 
"" bei pollut d near its h adt ters. Foll. oods, half a mile et 

o Belle oor, bas a lak occupying two acr s where om fishing 

is done in summer and a satisf ctory skating place 1 afforded · 

in se on. The Cnristina River flo to the east or thi uburb, 

·out ttm rnareh,1 sti11x•v• ls little visited ecau e of it arshy shores. 
J 

Some fish e found l ere, and boating is possible. 

Th n ar t flying i ld is th t of ellanca at New Castle, 

hile on L nc ster Rod to the nor~hw rd i du Pont Fiel. 

Club in Bell moor nclud th Suburban Square Cub, a 

' onic or er 1th it Five Points C pt r, No. 13, Ord r or the 

astern Star# a sister organization; the Ladies Auxiliary or the 

ive Point 

onthly in C 

Politic l li 

he ouen's Civic Club 1 hich eats 

~dty Hall, and the Tr ble Clef, a musical club. 
o.1111.. 

1s u u lly uiescent and t re k eldom political 

meetin of an kind, polling place for this suburb is at 

one or the to r ges on South ryl d Av nue. Ther r no 

annu 1 event of any kind here. 

Then a 

monthl, and i 

t range i that hich meets at N port t ice 

tt nded by everal resident here ho are member. 

Th gr at r part of the inhabit nt erk in various offices 

and plants of 1lm1ngton1 and re employed in 1dely diversified 

fi ld • 
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Bell moor has no point of interest, nor are there aey 

buildings of note. 

he nearest cc et ry 1 that found at St. J~es Episcop l 

Church at i wport. Usvally th r id nt on let in 11.mington 

ce eterie nd a numb r ave purcha ed in the Grae lawn 

1ereori l P rk on du ont Boul v _d. 
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G. K. Browning 
El. Thompson-ialls 
August 25, 1938 

, r r I LE 
HLMINGTON SUBURBS 

BOXWOOD AND BOXWOOD ADDITION 

-t+ 

Boxwood 1s a small suburb between Hayden Park and Woodorest, 

which touch South aryland Avenue in Richardson Park. On its 

eastern side is North venue; on its eetern e e, Champlain 

Avenue; on its northern side, South Maryland Avenue; with Boxwood 

Road being the southern boundary. fostmoreland Avenue is the 

only street running through Boxwood east nd west: Five stre t 

run north and south -- Overland Street, Essex Street, ain Avenue, 

Boxwood Avenu, and North Street, all of which extend from 

Boxwood Road to Champlain Av nue, in 5ellemoor. 

Boxwood Addition, a continuation west or Boxwood, has one 

avenue, east and west, to blocks in length, ihieh 1s called 

Eat Avenue. Extending from Boxwood Road to Champlain Avenue, 

north and south, ~re five streets, Lynam Avemie, East Keystone 

and West Keystone Streets, Read and Do son ven es. 

The elevation of these two sections is about 100 feet. 

• · The population is largely of native-born peopl. No Negroe 

reside here. 

City mail delivery service was begun on August 25, 1938, 

replacing rural route men. Delivery is made twice daily, the 

extension cov ring the territory between Chamnlain venue, 

Bellemoor, Boxwood Rod, and Boxwood Addition. 

Surveys have been made preparatory to gas installation 

northward on Boxwood Road. In 1938, gas service extended only 
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as far as th Conrad High School. Police protection is 

provided by the Rural Police of Christian Hundred ho number 

four, hile in cases of need the State Police may b summoned. 

The Rural Polio provide traffic regulation at the Henry c. 
Conrad High School, on the oppo ite sid of Boxwood RoRd, during 

school hour. 

ater is provided l;>y the Artesian Water Com any of 

Richardson Park as ar also water mains for fire protection. 

Th Fiv Points Fire Company, also of Richardson Park, and other 

comp nies are vailabl in case of need. Electricity has been 

utilized for number of years. 

Both Boxwood and Boxwood Addition were one the property of 

Ricbar Lynam, and was in possessi n of the Lynam family for a 

period of more than 100 years. Mr. Elizabeth • Lynam, a 

resident in the original homeetea, is now the owner of th 

remainder of the property, which once comprised about 200 acres. 

Mrs. Lynam has owned the property ince the death of her husband 

25 years g. 

Thoma, John R., Albert, and Oliver Lynam owned adjoining 

farms in this vicinity. Elizabeth Derrickson, wife of James K. 

Lynam, as also at one time owner of property here. 

The old Lynam home, a seven-room brick home about 150 ye r 

old, as enlarged to 18 rooms during the Civil ar. It is a 

three• tory building, substantial in appearance, and still in good 

repair. The Lynams, a Sw dish family, have been residents in -~ 
the locality for a long period. 

"Boxwood Road" is so named because many years ago there was 

considerabl boxwood planted along the ro dway. All this boxwood 
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has now disapp ar d • 
. 

David Robinson, or Hayden Park, bought everal acres and 

began erection of buildings here in 1918. Previou to that time, 

there re only a few res1denc s here. Mrs. Ann E. Hackendorn 

also bought a number of lots here and erected sev ral homes. 

There are several surfaced streets through the d velopment, 

lthough the only concrete high ay is Boxwood Road itself. 

Streets are well marked in most cases 1th enamel d metal signs 

properly placed on iron tandards. 

Th only street cars r~ic is that on aryland Avenue, at 

the junction of that avenue and Boxwood Road, where car ar 

obtainable from six o'clock in the morning to 12:45 o'clock on 

the following morning. 

Schools for the section are the Richardson Park Junior 

High School east of and adjoining Boxwood and Boxwood Addition, 

and Henry C. Conrad High School, also within a short distano, 

just est of Boxwood Road and oppo ite the two sections. A 

kinder arten at est Summit and M tth 

private management. 

Pl ce 1 conducted under 

The Red Cross suppli s station at Community Hall, 

Richardson Park, in cas of emergency. Ambulanc s· are those f:rom 

W1lming~on, wh1oh come on oall. Medical nd dental service may 

be obtain din Richardson Park. 

Th nearest churches are the Richardson Park ethodiat 

Episcopal and the Church of the Brethren, at Richardson Park. 

At Newport is St. James Episcopal and a ethodist Epi copal ~hurch. 

At Belvidere is located the other of Mercy Catholic Church, 

for both white and colored parishoners, in charge of Father E. o. 
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Brunner. It ie located at the junction of Boxwood Road and 

Newport Gap Pike, three quarters of a mile northwest. 

Playgrounds for· children re those of both the Conrad School 

and the Richardson Park School. There re no parks vailable. 

Homes are not crowd d, re trictions calling for single ,houses 

on lots 50 x 125. Each plac 1s provided with garage, and , 

generally with well-kept lawns and flowers. There are veey few 

shade trees, except 1n Boxwood Addition her r it trees provide 

some shade. 

Of the 60 home in the to sections, about 40 ar of frame 

construction, bungalo type, with several of , t o storie. Ten 

are of brick, and the reminder or stucco. 

The tax rate is low,because of non-incorporation, tho e 

paid being the county and State levies. In addition, there i 

a fee of tienty-five cents monthly added to ater bill, hich 

cares for fire protection, a similar amount assessed for street 

lighting and an equal amount for the removal of garbage. 

o bu iness is allo ed in either of these residential 

suburbs, nor is there any industrial plans. Slums are non- existent. 

Th nearest tre is that of Little ill Creek, lying to the 

est and north, and the Christina River to th south. Neither 

one affords sw1mm1ng, the former because of its shallow and 

unsanitary waters, and the latter because of the muddy condition 

of it banks. There 1 at o- acre lake in Folly Wood where some 

fishing is done, ~d this body of water provides good skating 

1n int r. Some , fi hing 1e done in the Christi , nd considerable 

trapping is also engaged in along the marshes of ~hi~ stream. 

Bellanca Flying Field, at ew Castle, is the nearest aviation 
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center, and Du Pont Flying Field, on Lancaster Pike, 1s about 

the same distance. 

Ann l events are lacking, sine this and surrounding 

communitie b 1ng ettled tor too short time a y t. Fr ternal 

and political or an1zat1ons have not cn~e 1n so far, although 

numbers of the resident here are s ociated with lodges and 

other organizations in Richard on Park. The musical life of the 

two sections has not been aroused sufficiently to·lead to the 

establishment of clubs. 

Almost every one employed finds his or her work in Wilmington, 

although s veral work 1n the various du Pont plants in Ne Jers y 6 

commuting to their pl ees of employment daily. 

A good view is obt 1nable from the northern portions ot 

these to suburb both of Wilmin ton nd t e section of du Pont 

Boulev rd, down st ta, the point of va tage being th banks of 

Christina River. 

Numerous homes er bing erected in th autumn of 1938, 

the attractions being th schools, lo tax rate, and most of the 

conveniences usually found only in a city. 

There is a cemetery in Newport Heights adjoining N wport 

on the pike and nether at Silverbrook, th latter at du Pont 

Road nd Lancaster Pik, about two miles distant to the northeast. 



Bro 1ng, G. K . 
Donohoe, J . J . 
August 15, 1939 

WIL I NGTON SUBURBS L.11 
UR NT Fl'E 

rack-Ex and Forest Park 

Brack-Ex (80 alt . , 468 pop. ) lies 2 miles est of 1lm1ngton 

on th C pi tol Tr l . It is bound. d on the East by the Els er 

to limit (Chestnut Run) , on th south by the right of ay of t h 

alt! ore nnd h:to R. R., on the et by Ros lle and the 

north by the C pit.cl Trail . .i. t portion of For st P k bet een 

Ch stnut nun and L1ttl ill Cr k , which is outs1d Els er J1s 

includ to combin d ar or 91 res . 

A on K. Taylor, ho pure ed th property fro William M. 

Br ck1n on Ju.J.y 31, 1913, was r pons1bl e for the develop nt ot 

Brack- as r sident1al comnunity. It as fr the 1 tter's 

Ul'?l th t then r this suburb a coined. Th original 

gr t of h ie} it 1 part s patent to Broo Sinn ~son by 

Gov rnor Fr c1 Lovelac in 1684. Hi desc nd t reta n d it 

until · y 18, 1835 1hen A on He e acqu1r d the :farm fro Ibo s 

Sinn x . tr o r ere Solomon Town end (1841-1844}, Gile 

Lamb on (1844-1846}, John E. tthi u (1846 1860), Christi 

Ki rr r (18 0-1868), Georg w ldin (1 68-1869), 1111 M. 

Brach1n (1869-1913). 

Benjamin E. Harr ~ ho be an th d v lop ent of Foret 

Park in 1919, cqu1r d the 22 ere plot from th ark Trust and 

Saf pooit 1!1 1916. As unit, it wa o db th Equitabl 

Gu ant e -~ 
di at co. (1914•1916) and 

191 ) • Th 1 ter' hu band. John alter., 

lter Coop r (1913-

e l d the farm by 

purch s rrom 1111 D r ckson (1877) d th· heir of Ashton 

Richardson (1864) . Rich rd Ric rd on, t ther or Ashton, cquir 
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Brack-Ex and For st k 

ther1ne alraven, 1dow of 1 portion or th tr ct from 

Jonas, n October 10, 1766. Jon lrav n as line l deac ndant 

of the r1g1n l grant , Gy bert alrav n. 

Tl t rt1on purchas d from 1111 Derickson had been 

h ld by him inc h nh r1t d ro his f ther Z c ~1 , in 

l l. ev1 u own r. ere Jo ph rick on, 1 olm 

Gill p1, l O -1 ---- 17 7-1 I 1111 

4, John tron, 805-1 oa, 
D rr1ck on, 1776-1797, P ter St 

ter rrick on, 

cop, 1741-

1776. t r Stal op purch th plot fr avid Fr n b and 

atth1 orton on b. 15, l. 741; t 1 tr ct on 1 th arli t 
,,: h ~ 

Im r cord of th rope1.,ty. 

Lot in 01 .. t rk ver 50 .x 100 feet; 1 ck- , t e 

u ize i 25 X 120 f t. y individu l plot larg r. 

str t r 50 tin wi th iii b t u1ld1 lit t b c 

12 • Ph sic lly, th r l. 1ttle 1r r nc b t n th t 0 

dev lop nt. In ho con ruction:, t ne- n - n - alf' tory 

bun alo pr domin t it 0 ' I 1th ing e or cl pbo rd1ng, 

:favor d bu1ld1 t r1 • a total o 117 occup1 I 

ho 2 0 hi ty • ar no par ent ho • Br ck-Ex 

furni h opportun1ti f0r .futur elo ent. For st 

Park be1n lmo t 011 yb lt up. 11th pr1ng of 1939, seven 

r und r COll ruct on in C - • As 1. o d b k 

her 1 th n glect co d1t1on of th unoc upied lot. he 

are co r th tangled 1 , hi h n ot 
' < 

r ch a 1 t 0 ix f et. Th re tr ction appli 

on co t or 0 hoe ~ 0 11 tock, etc. 
. 

o ic p 1 1 1 ed by th t t c unty unit. 

en ar s l'UI' l ir C p y is t tion d t E er, 
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Br ck-Ex d Foe t Park 

1s lso a Red Cro 

in the c r.nnunity 1 

11r t-A1d it . The lack of tr hydrant 

s vere handle p to the fire prot ction. 

iced ily. door-to- oor, ls rvic 1 provid d by ~arriers 

:rrom the ton P t-office . 

Both uburb are assu of abundant upply of pr 

dri ing 

Artesian 

ter thr ugh conn ctions 1th th ell oft e 

tr Co . City gas and lectriclty are provi ed by 

the Dela are 01er d ,ight Co. or 1lm1ngton. it y e er 

1th later s t the bu1 ld 1ng ha been in tall d by the str et 

ands er tor Castle Co nty. 

Th Ca 1tol 'a' 11, .h1ch n St., forms the northern 

boundary of the co itiea, ha b en convert into dual 

concr t high ay 1th toe st an t bound l s par t d by 

gr s d tree planted parkway, greatly r cil1t t1 trans-

portation. u 1 n s 'using thi o have 1lm1ngton, rsh l on 

and s their terminal . Troll y c r se ice 1 provid 

from Elsmer to ilm1n ton . 

The Stat High ay Dept., in co nect1on 1t its or.t n 

th c p tol Tr 11, as av d 75 reet of th butting tr 

1th amieslte and provid them 1th concret gutters, cur ng 

and sid s . 1e e are th only portions o the t1•eet syst 

p v d, others being r ly cind f'111 d . ecy r 

have be n 1net led. Str et rk1ng, r provide, ar pooriy 

plac d 

11 hti 

d 111 1bly 

. vided. 

d. At int rs ction • o erh a 

r ck- t odi t Church, locat in nearby· o elle, 

1 th n are t p ac of' or hip . o Grov _ hool, h 

to the at e s th C pitol r 11, .furni he elementary 

tr 

l 
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Br ck-Ex d 

a h school du tion• 

k . o fo 

ds b 

f chil r n . 

.1 1 Cr k, n ro , cro k 

flo l g 1 bl th1 n 

atten 

p rk 

no th s tr , n njunction 1th 

t lo , r 1nit h 1 • 
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G. K. Browning 
El. Thompson-Walls 
September 30, 1938 

Fl 
WIL INGTON SUBURBS 

Brandywine Sprin s, long a summer park and piehf grounda, 

and no without a building, is fenced off and rapidly returning 

to its forested state. It lie on Red Clay Creek, adjacent 

to The Cedars, two-and-one-half miles north of N wport on the 

Ne port and Gap Turn 1ke, with Faulkland Road on its northern edge 

and Duncan's Road on its southern border. It 1s about three 

miles southwest of ilmington and may be reached by bus from 

t hat city. 

atthew Newkirk first erected about 1838, a five-story 

building here which was run as a hotel, accommodating about 

one thousand per on. This building ias burned in the inter 

of 1852, while being used as an academy for military cadets, 

under the mana ment of a Captain Smith Heney Clay and John 

uincy Ad e are each said to have spent some time here. Fifteen 

years later the private residence of atthew Ne kirk was enlar ed 

into a hotel, which aoco odated about three hundred persons. 

Grounds ere laid out in walks and rustic benches and pavilion 

being supplied, The three springs contain iron and sulphur. 

The building was enlarged by James Coil about 1890, and was some 

years later taken over by Richard w. Crook who erected a theatre, 

dancing pavilion, skating rink and a number of amusement devices. 
' A station oft e Baltimore and Ohio Railroad was situated 

. 
adjoinin the rounds. The Peo lea Rail ay Company ext nded 

street car service to the Park. Crook as general manager of 

the People•~ Railway Company, which was tak n over by the 
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• no o e ion l Surv 
at , l 40 1 in ton uburba 

RRCRO 

C&rro ott (2 O lt •• l pop.) 1 1tu t don oth 

1d a or th r h o d, about tour 

ton. Th suburb, o 
. 

a north of the 

n ar a 

ot titt acr a, xt nd tanw1 e fro t confluenc ot 

nd t 

which, to t r, o th 

lt or and Ohio a1lro d, 

&tr rt or th oundary, 

l it on t . north is rr o d. 

h land on 1oh C rrcrort ia built w a a rt or 
acr at n't 1n l 8 to Tho • ones :r nt ot 4 

1111 

und r 1111a 

r and o Goo on, l nd oo 1 ion re 

nn. Int auoc edi 7e ra, th tr ct 

w • plit up into an b r of 11 r p re la, ong th 

own ra of h1o wer ore 11 Tu Y, nd 

John aut r. In 17 , or ob1n on aoqu1r d titl to 

th a • 11 lot nd nit d t I att r o 1n on•a d ath, 

th pro rty d1v1 d a ng hi one. • 01 eon 

cque re e bl h tr o in 1850, b Q ently 11-

1 8 r to t ob1 on, nd Jo 
:::: ,,---

Carr. for rr' th in l 521 oq 1r d th 

nt1re tr ct, a t r • ot h1 111, t e 1 nd w 

d1v1d d u 11 b tw nth widow d t th chil n. 

October ~., 1 90, t aurviv1n h ira old 229 acre, to 

J. Ed rd d 1c , pr id tor th y St t Oo ny. 
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-2- urvey 
ton ubur e 

Aft ·r th tinanoial coll pa o Ad 1o' nt rpr1aea, 

t 11 prop rt wa ol by tt a riff on 

1 O • to rl a 1no n, who rt 1n d t nt1l h1a 

de th 1n 1925. h Carroroft v lop nt o n 

o ht t1tty or fro th truat e of inc n•a 

t t on y 27 , l 2 . 

h rrorott nt Comp n did not prooe d 

1 d1at ly with th ubd11a1on or th l nd. It w 

not until ove b r 192 that cop or th plat , ehow-

1 the 1 out o tr nd u l in l ta , 

1n th o fio or t e cord rot ; t 

t1l d 

of lota 

ro 
co 

h 

un n an ary ot 1 o. In ord r o in r con-

in con truotion ta ard , a 11 tot re nt, 

·r1ot1on • 1ncorpor t d 1n t d da . 
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Ot th total or t 1rt •nine tJ"Uctur .. ch V 

b n r ctod, or r 1n e C in Carrorott, 11 r 

. d. tach d, ai le-r mily r onry construe-

tion b n e ploy d almo t .xolu11v 111 t re are on-

ly 1x 11-tr hou 1n th uburb. o on type ot 

rch1t ctur pr do n te J rly Oolon1al, Oltoh COlon1 1, 

Tu or, eor 1an, paeu o•Colonial, an th "Houa e ut1-

f'ul" IC ool re 11 r pr a nted. r el1 ot apao1oua-

neea 1 on oh raot riet1c •hioh t ee dwell! • do ve 

1n co on, xpr ad both in h hou the lv , Yh1ch 

ar lar r th n t uaual uburb n bo , ad 1n th 

rou rounds with which thy r urro nd d. Pr1v t 

r lac d t the r ar ot t lot, which aver• 

a 75xl00 te tin aiz, an r e ded, odded, nd 

plant d w1t 

All oft 

h:rub 'l7' n flo ers. 

tr t in C rrcro t 

r ter rt ot t e p vi 18 

ur! o d. Th 

in ood condition; 

th re 1n1n y r till d wit cru h V l. 

rah v nue, t e o ion ot hich pas ea 
·,l· 

t ou h th suburb, 1a a conor te h1 bw • Thr e ot the 

t1v atr ta hich tr v ra th suburb r lid out ae 

boulev rda, w1th two ro d: a p r ted by r aa 



urv 1 
ton uburb 

atr1p. one ot th tr a 1 provide 1 ut• 

tr or ourb1 nor r ny tor ,r r • o d .1de 

d1tc 

0 

h V 

, u u 11 1n 

wt r . Str t 11 

ir, r too rry oft z-

1d ntific tion arkera 

ot b n inst 11 d, nor v n id w lk n lid. 

1no ean1t r w r h not b n 1n tall 'd, aep-

tic t nk ar used for w t 1a .,os 1 . tr, , nd 

l ctr1c1ty re urn1 d tro th 1 ton upply . 

and ru 1 h r r mov urad r pri t oon r ct . 

11 d 11v ry • d y •• D. o rri r . 

ol1c prot ot1on 1• furnie db th unifor d fore 

or th t t d Co1nt1J ft prot ct1on b th ru l volun 

t r n1t, tho cl o of h c r t r n yw n nundr d 

Co ny, t 11 fon e, nd t Cl ont om ny . bee 

C p n1 ar 1n l 1r or b, t rovi 1on ot t1r 

hydr nt, wh1oh lo po 1bl • n 1n ur nee rat which 

1 

t 

t tl city l v la . 

p1t th r ct tsp e1flc ex pt1on 1 

r etric 1ona •r 1tt1n t tabla nt or 
d in 

ret 11 

tors, no s or 1n rrorort . T re re 

no u 1n or n r otur1 t bl1.s nt . eo u 0 

t tr n port tion f c l tie• r rro 1d d , t 1 ck 

or UC rvio er1ou l r lt. onl b l1o c r-

ri r s rv C rrcrott 1a ill hie 1nt 1n che ul 

b t n n Cit " via o d. h1 
·,l · 

us onl four ro trip y, nd C r of ten 

C t 1 d tort trip. 

Car ero t pro r no school or ohur·ch • Con-

r at1on ot t e lea in r 11 ioua deno in tiona in-



-- e ion l urvey 
1lm1 ton uburb 

tin church ithin a 1r- 11• r diu or th oommun-

1ty. The ch1ldr n oft e ubu b tt nd th choole of 

th ount lea at . 1 triot . h ar he ount lea-

sant l m nt ry Junior 1 b chool, 1n 11 ront, 

and th Cla ont nior 1 h cool . rroroft lie 

w1th1n th two- 1le r d1 a et by th St te card or d-

ucation th 1 1t tor tr transport tion •• 

Sine th tart of d v lo nt in 1 2, the rowtb 

or c rroror ha b n teady, itbout bein otaoular. 

he raotora wh ch h v 111t t a 1nat 

are the • 111ng cot 11 itation et by the r tr1ot1one, 

nd the lack of ade uat tr n port tion. 

d ftecorda a 1, p . 46 ,5 8; T l,p.l • Z l,p.G lJ , 
B 2,P• 62 J , PP• 53, 6 ; y , P• 79; 

6, p11 609J 7, P• 14 JO 9, P• 228; 

15, P• or z 20, P• 517; B 33, • 10 J 

~3, P• 510; E 5, P• 01; V 3, P• 425; 

T 3 , P• 62J U , P • 2 5; 39, P• 301. 

. ,:-• 



LIRRENT 
CEDAR HEIGHTS 

Cedar Hei ·1ts ( lt . 85; pop . 80), 1s a perfect sq r 

uhich lies on the 11 enoi ona , south of Belvid re, 11th 

Ff LE 

Cedn Avenue on its e storn sido , plo Avonuo on its estem 

side , a.nd \,a.lnut Avenue o.t its outhern extremit • Cedar 

e1 ht is n all- egro suburb , 11tl n re of bout five 

acres , o.nd lie three iles from th~ 11m1ngton City Lin . 

The e1port chool for legro s 1s situated 1n Cedar 

II 1ghts. It 1s a four-room school , in charge of a principal 

nd four tech rs, nd the number of pu 11s is n0 rly 200 . 

The site of thi school s purchased about 1920; sine 

th t time the school building nd th surrounding homes 

ve been built . The property as one 

th Lynam family . ' 

f rm beloll[;ing to 

or strictions prev 11 here except those pos d by 

cou.~ty or St te 1 ; • Cedar Hei(;hts 1 not incor orate . 

Ruro.l polic 

undred, 

of need. 

trol s a rt of tho1r sorv ce in Chri tia.no. 

d the ~t te Police a.re ubject t o call 1n case 

Fire protection 1 supplied by ne rby firo-compo.nics . 

a.tor co es fro 

tho elves of tho 

ells , as the peopl hero not l ving availed 

ter servico of the Artcsi n ater Company 

of Richardson P rk~ nor of 1t facilities for fire protection 

thro gh th pl cement of ater main . Gs ha not yet b on 

provided, the o rest being found on ic ort and Gap Turnpike, 

ly1n 
·,I· 

qu rt r of mile ast . lect~1c1ty in furnished , 

but ne ers ve not been int lled. Garba e is re ov d by 

priv to colloct·on s ste . 
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The only p vod treet is Ki ens1 Road, but the others 

ho.vo been Gr ded o.nd topp d by the State IIighvray Department 

and r~"in s have lso been supplied :for Kiamensi Road, the 

only m rk d treot. 

Street c rs o.re available at 1 e port :from six o'clock 

in the morning to about one o'clock on the folloiing morn

in for tho e de iring to reach 1lmington. Traffic control 

has not been found necess ry1 a-t,o this suburb being located 

on a. aide road. 

ail arrive through the rural delivery. The nearest 

postoffice is on rket Street, near 'alnut, in Ne port. 

Health conditions run sl1·htly higher than in similar 

sections a thi 1s 1ell-drained and selected spot on an 

eantward lope. Outside toilets in sovoral in tanc s are 

constructed accordine to State Board o:f' Health regulation . 

Red Cro stations are located at fire headquart rs of sur-

rounding connnunliies, the noare t being at the inquas Fire 

Company, Ne 11port. An bulances may be called from 1lm1:ngton 

and F rnhurst. Physicians and denti ta are found in Newport, 

Elsmere, and Richardson Park. 

Tho nearest church is that of the African Methodist 

Episcopal , Simpson's, located at K1amens1 Road and Ne port 

and Gap Turnp1k. Thero are to other churches for Negroe , 

one beinc the Alpha, Bapti t, but unattabhed, and the other 

Rock of Age,. aptist. Alpha is at ieado brook, a f blocks 

north, and Rock of Ages in Belvidere , a short distance in 

the so.me direction. Belvidere has also a Roman Catholic 

Church, 1n charge of Rev . E. G. Drunnor., which serves both 

~hite and rogro comnrunicants. This church is six blocks 
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north1ard, and th Negro members number 25 . 

There 1 no kinder arten in Cedar lleir;hts, but the 

children are provided a plnysround t r.:asonicville on the 

o port and Gap Turnpike short distance north here they 

~ y play, under direction, and be protected for th dayl i t 

hour . This playground ie provided 1th instructors of the 

iPA . 

Type of buildin s 1n_Cedar Heights average bebter than 

those found 1n Negro settl ment . The houses are ell built 

and sufficiently far ap Dt to prevent cro ding. Lots are 50 

by 125 feet . 

Truces are those prevailing for county nd state . No 

assessment is made for fire rotoction nor s thoro any for 

lightins, hich has not et roached the corrnnunity. Fire in

suro.nce ro. tes are high becau e there is no rozula.r . ·,a. ter 

system available 1ich mula br1n a reduction in rates . 

The Federal l ousing project has made no progress in 

Cedar Heights., nd none of the homes built or building are 

being erected under the provisions of that act . 

The stream 1n the vicinity are Little r ill Creek, on 

th eastern side, an Red Clay Creek on tho eatern side . 

leither serve any purpose except that of dr innge , ince 

each is polluted, and not suitabl for bathing or f1s~1n . 

Thero is no lake in this neie}lborhood, nor ar there any 

marshes nearer than those o.dj cent to the Christina River , 

east of Ne 1J)ort . 
·, 

Bellancn Field near Ne ·1 Cnstlo i the nearest flying 
northward on the Lacaster P ke, t.·,o rnlles 

field; du Pont Flying Fiol / is about the same di tance off . 

Club and fraternal life ply small part.in the communi-
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ty, these activit1e bein transferred to 1lm1ngton ith 

its numerous clubs and fraternal organizations . 

Resident of Cedar I eights lork 1n Nev,port , Silvie , 

rarshallton, and lilmineton. 

A Negro cemetery at Simpson ' s A. ff . E. Church, Newport 

and Gap Turnpike, and one located in Nerport are available 

for interment of bodies . 



Browning., G. K. 
Donohoe, J. J., 
August 15, 1939 

WIL:'liINGTON SUBURBS 

URRENT Fl LE 

Cleland Heights 

Cleland Heights (60 alt., 50 pop.) is located on the 

north side of Maryland Avenue at the Wilmington city limits, 

which form a large pa_rt of its boundaries. The other boundaries 

are the tracks of the Baltimore and Ohio R.R. and Canby Park. 

The area is about 30 acres. 

This suburb was a portion of a tract of 47.25 acres ac

quired by the Liberty Housing Company July 1 , 1918. It was 

sold by Emily c. T. Chew, nee Townsend, the Equitable Trust Company 

(trustee for Hannah Anna Cleland) and Sidney Jordan (trustee for 

Mary c. Jordan and Ethel M. Jordan) -- heirs of Ann c. Cleland. 

The latter was the sole survivor and heir of Vincent Robinson 

who died in September 1838. This tract had been in possession 

of the Robinson family since its purchase by Robert Robinson 

from Arnold Delagrange on September 16, 1684. -::-

In the sunnner of 1939 there were only ten houses in this 

development of which one is a two-family dwelling. These are 

all large houses, substantially built of either stone or brick. 

Gas and electricity are furnished by the Delaware Light and 

Power Company. City water is used and the sewage disposal 

facilities of Wilmington are made available through an arrangement 

with the street and sewer department. Garbage and rubbish removal 

are made under private contracts. 

Fire protection is provided for this suburb by the Wilmington 

Fire Departmen~ and by the rural fire companies. Fire hydrants., 

utilizing city water, are centrally located. Fire insurance rates 

are the same as those in the city. 

Five streets have been cut through from Maryland Avenue 



WILMINGTON SUBURBS 
Cleland Heights 

but thy have not been paved. The only paved streets in the 

development are South Rodney Street and Elizabeth Place. The 

Liberty Housing Company, which holds title to the undeveloped 

portions of this community, has made little effort to expand it 

since its inception i~ 1920. Building has been ccncentrated 

on Maryland.Avenue and South Rodney Street. 

Because of its location, the residents of Cleland Heights 

have ready access to the religious, educational and recreational 

facilities enjoyed by citizens of Wilmington. 

The Robinson homestead, a lOO-acre plot, vbich is situated 

opposite Cleland Heights between the estate of the late Mary 

Latimer and the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad tracks, is occupied 

by the widow of Ex-Governor Robert Pyle Robinson. It was bought 

by the latter's father, Robert L. Robinson, from the heirs of 

Robert P. Robinson on November 8, 1873. Robert P. Robinson 

had inherited the farm from his father William Robinson in 
~;:--'h• 

January of 1820 • ... --- Directly across Maryland Avenue from Cleland Heights is 

"Latimeria.tt Built by William Warner in 1815, this once-charming 

mansion was purchased by John R. Latimer, wealthy tea-merchant, 

in 1838. During the tenure of Mary R. Latimer (1834-1929), his 

niece, the property retained much of its early charm and dignity. 

Unoccupied for several years after her death, it degenerated 

rapidly. In 1939, the 22 rooms of this faded old mansion were 

occupied by several families. Together with the 87 acres of 

uncultivated· and on which it stands, it is owned by the last of 

the Latimer family, Robert Latimer of New York City. 

II r 

{l- Recorder of Deeds Office, New Castle County, Deeds Records: 
27, P• 413, 416, 425; A 1, P• 72. · 

~Hi- Recorder of Deeds Office, New Castle Count:,r, Dee s Records : 
D 10, P• 504. 



Brovming,., G. K. 
Donohoe., J. ..T. 
Aug. 14, 1939 

WILMINGTON SUBURBS 

Colonial Park and Colonial Heigbts 

Colonial Hejghts and Colonial Park (160 alt • ., 884 pop.) are 

located south of Lancaster Avenue between the tracks of the Balt_more 

and Ohio Railroad and Richardson Road. The town limits of Elsmere 

forin the southern boundary. Cleveland Avenue 1s the dividing line 

between Colonial Park and Colonial Heights. The development of the 

Heights preceded that of the Park by about one yeru.~., but they are 

now regarded as one suburb with a combined area of approximately 

70 acres. 

This property was acquired from the ~tum heirs between 

1917 and 1919 by George L. Atkins who subdivided the tract into 

home sites. These heirs were Elizabeth P. Tatum., George A. Rhoads., 

and Frances T. Rhoads. The land had been in the Tatum family since 

its purchase by John w. Tatum on March 25., 1830 from Yeomans and Lydia 

llingwater., Peter and Rachel E. Porter., Ellen B. Johnson and John B. 

Porter, who were the heirs of Peter Brynberg. The latter had received 

this tract through the will of his father., Swain Brynbe 6 ., on March 25., 

1807. swain, previously had been left the property by his father., 

Christian Brynberg., March 5., 1752. i:· 

City water is supplied to this community as are gas and 

electricity. Pipea.ge for sanitary sewers, with laterals to the 

building line, were laid in the north and sou~h streets in 1938. 

These sewers conneq} with the mains of the Street and Sewer Department 

of the City of Wilmington. Garbage and rubbish are removed by private 

contractors. 

Lancaster Avenue and Richardson Road are paved roads with 
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Colonial Park and Colonial 

Heights 

con<?rete curbings and· adequate concrete sidewalks. The 

major part of the streets of this suburb have been surfaced 

but are :i.n poor condition. There are no sidewalks on any of 

these streets, whose names are designated by wooden markers 

at the intersections •. Overhead electric lights are provided 
' at the street crossings. The fact that there are no fire 

hydrants within the bounds of the community constitutes a 

definite fire hazard . The closest hydrants are on Lancaster 

Avenue at Ford and Ogle Avenues, within the city limits . 

Fire insurance rates here are 40 per cent higher than those 

of Wilmington . The rural fire com:panies furnish fire pro

tection. 

Trolley car service is available on Lancaster 

Avenue, between Elsmere and Wilmington. Bus lines passing 

this suburb provide transportation to Hockessin. Twice daily 

door to door mail delivery is made by carriers from the 

sub-post office at Fpurth and Union streets . There are no 

traffic regulations. 
I 

The children of Colonial Heights and Colonial 

Park attend the public schools of the City of Vlilmington . The 

nearest churches are Silverbrook Methodist at Lancaster and 
\ 

Woodlawn Avenues, and St. Thomas' R. c. , at Third and Bancroft 

Parkway. There are no kindergartens., playgrounds or parks. 

By far the largest percentage of buildings in this 

development are either one or one-and-one-half story frame 

bungalows; _ there are 150 of this type out of a total of 207 

structures. There are 11 tvm-family houses and one three 
' . 

unit apartment house, convert_ed from the old Tatum homestead, 

originally built of stone and containing 13 rooms, now stuccoed 



WILMINGTON SUBURBS 
Colonial Park and Colonial Heights 

and with a five-room addition. An odd feature is the absence 

of any dwellings on the east-west streets, except for a con

verted garage on Watson Avenue. 

There are two grocery stores and two service 

stati ons. The office of the Elsmere Marble and Granite 

Company is located at Lancaster Avenue and Richardson Road. 

A two-story stucco building at Colonial and Lancaster Avenues 

housee a grocery store, tap-room, cigar store, and service 

station, with living quarters on the second floor. The 

average sized lot is 50 x 100 feet. 

The only organization here is the Colonial Heights 

Civic Association whose purpose is the improvement of the 

communitw. Regular monthly meetings are held. 

In the years since 1920 when development was 

started the community bas become almost solidly built up. 

In the spring of 1939 there was only one building under 

construction. Only 25 vacant lots suitable for building are 

left in the entire tract. 

Silverbrook Cemetery is situated on the west side 

of Richardson Road. Surrounded by a high, ornamental iron 

fence, this large plot is well kept. The superintendent's 

home is on the east side of Richardson Road opposite the gates 

of the cemetery. In the rear of the house is a two-story stucco 

building. The equipment used in maintenance work is stored on 

the lower floor and there are two apartments on the second floor. 

-::• Recorder· f Deeds of Office, New Castle County; Deeds Records: 
Vol. V. 26, P• 397; vol. p. 28, P• 246; Vol. L. 4, P• 125; 
Vol. O. 2, P• 500; Vol. E. 3, P• 509. 



Donohoe, J. J. 
, S pt . 22, 1939 

CRA 'STO?J HEIGHTS 

gional Survey 
ilmin ton Suburbs 

Cranston H ights (100 lt., 604 pop .), is loc te four miles 

eat of 1lm1ngton t the int rsection of the C pitol Trail nd 

the le port nd Gap Turnpike . The latter road bisects the suburb, 

forming its rrain street, with th more po ulous section ly1n be

t e n 1 t nd the Landenbur Branch of the • & O. R. R. on the 

est. The northern.boun ry is the dual igh ay now being con

tructed to replace tbe pr sent Capitol Trail. East of the ew

port and Gap Turnpik~, where development bas been comparatively 

slow, 90 acre farm, lies bet een the suburb and Price' Corner. 

lithin th se bounds is an rea of approximately thirty- even cres. 

Cranston H ights derives its name rom t e Cranston family, 

members of which have ,been pro inent as business men, manuf ctur-

ers, nd 1 ndo ners in ristian and 111 Creek Hundreds since 

Colonial days. As sho non the record of' a survey rra e by 11-

11 m ~rton in D0ee ber 1678, t e ori in l owners of the tr ct, 

upon p rt o~ hich this modern community h s arisen, s John 

Anderson St lcop. It as then lmo s Southern Land. 

The ctunl acreage upon r1hich Cr nston Hei hts J. built 

p ssed from the hands of the St loops on J n. 28, 1768, when To

bis Stalcop sold hi inheritance to Ja es Latimer. After several 

subs quent transfers, it acquired by James Cranston on tarch 21, 

1838~ 1th t exception of the sale of several small plots (none 

exceeding one-half an acre}, the tract as preserv d intact until 

1915 hen John A. Cranston, at tbnt time a prominent merch nt and 

realtor of 

'* lots. 

port , laid out str ts nnd began the sale of buildin 

7 2--
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ilmin ton Suburbs 

Since thnt time, the rowth of the subu b, bile ot sec-

t cul r, as b en tead. t this writin, one hund,red and fifty 

homes are occupied. As 1s usual in suburbs of this s ction, mot 

of th se re con tructed eit er of cl pboarding or shingle in th 

popular bungalow ty e. On the Capitol Tr 11 and the le port and 

Gap Turnpi et r idences ar of a more sub tanti 1 char cter, 

ny cont ining 1 tor nine rooms. ood, ow ver, 1 still the 

favor d uilding mat ri 1--i fact, in th entire suburb, there 

are only fourte n buildin sin ich masonry construction 1 e -

ploy d. Very littl uilding ctiv1ty la to e noted at the pres-

ent tie; only thr e o sh ving been r cted this ye r nd non 

bin planned. 

Lots vary idely in size, th 50xl25 feet the minimum. 

any re .uch 1 r er, nd qu rt r-acre plots are not unusual. 

Th xtra s c t us ov·ded is utilized for growi flo ers 

nd vegetabl ot orthy amon th se i 1 1 e plot on .nr-

all A nue d voted to the rowth of 1ze-w1nn1ng d hli sand 

~ rd nias. Pride or ownership s ver h re reflect d·1n fre h 

int and c refully t nd d lawns, with even the s llest lot 

ving ome sort ot flower d. Sh de is provided by r1ety 

of tre s, none of which i of unusual s1z or • 

Two well-stocked rocery stor s serve the community. Other 

usin s st blishments h re include two lunchroom with fountain 

s rvic, a filling station, real state and insurance office, a 

sign inti hop, and lar e r which sells oth n nd 

used c r, b ids doin ner l rep ir work. Th office and 

yard of ne of th lar est com ni s d 11n ·n coal and 111 

supplie 1n D la are is located t the unction of the Capitol 

Trail and the L ndenbur r nch r ilroad at this point. 
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Street ving _is uniforml y good--thos f blocks hich re 

not m.cad.am-surfaced ar gravel-filled. Te ewport and C p Turn

pike, hich i also the ain street of Cranston e1 hts , 1 a mo

dern concrete road bord red on on side by an adequate concrete 

side alk . Similar lks line oth ides of th Capitol Tr 11, 

but on other stre ts they ar either entirely absent or, where 

provid d, re too narro and disconnected . No provision has 

been m de for the dispos l or excess surf ee ater by use either 

of utters or storm wers . he lack of street markers tends to 

create confusion . Illumination at street intersections 1s pro

vied by 1 ctric stand rds suspended from the poles carrying 

pow r lines . 

Ga nd electricity are furnished byte Delaware Po er nd 

Light Co pany . The Artesian ~ at r Company pipes a ter to the 

homes of Cranston eights from its ells at Tuxedo rk. Sani-

tary se ere have not b en installed, septic tanks performing 

this necessary function . Rubbish nd srbag are cared for by 

private contr ct . The County Police ar re onsible for the re-

rvatlon of law and order . The headquarter s of the Cranston 

H 1 hts Fire Company re loc ted on S inole Avenue , hort 

distance from the lewport and Gap Turnpike . It is a - shaped 

structure equipped 1th a tall steel tower c rrying a siren and 

bell . Tb in portion in ~ich the modern ppar tus is housed 

is built of brick. ail deliv ry i s made from the arshalltqn? 

t Office on . F . D. l . 

The arshallton Consolidated School , directly cross the 

C pitol rail from th e tern xtremity of the uburb , is at-

tended by the children of Cranston Heights unt~l they re ready 

for senior h1 h school ; then thy transfer to the nry C. Conrad 
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School t Ricardson P rk . E c of th s is a modern, 11-equip-

p d buildin 1th an d qu te t ching staff . 

1h · rshallton and rk busses , oper ting on regul r _sche-

dul , sto at Cran ton He1 hts . As t e cas in most u urban 

co uniti e , resid nts rely 

means of tr nsportat1on . 

1nly on their own utomobiles as a 

cellent hi hays pa sing here f cil1-

tate this rnode of trav 1 . Con truction ork on the conv rsion 

of the C pitol Trail to a du 1 to-lane h i hay is progressing 

r pidly . Th s ction from Oak Grove to rice• Corner is now in 

use nd, by 1940 , the roa ill be co pleted to a point est of 

r llton . To the north of Cr nston ight , a lon culvert 

1 bin erected panning the tr cks of the L ndenburg Br nch 

and the wa~epa of Red Cly Cre ·k . hen in use , the new road 

should prove of consid rable enefit tot community. By the 

div r ion of throu h traffic from the pr ent Capitol Trail , 

s rious traffic hazar 111 be nullifie , ince children must 

cro thi rod four tim s daily on their y to and from school . 

On ·he other hand, th d velopment of Cranston Heights should re-

ceive considerable impetus t rou h the openi up of the north rn 

portion of th tract . 

earby churches a e: St . Barnabas P. E. and •arshallton E th-

odist in r hallton and Ou L dy of ercy R. C. t elvidere . Cran -

ton H ights has no community fr ternities or orgnniz tions with the 

exception of the Fire Company and its Ladies' A~iliary. 

H 1th conditions of the co unity are nerally ood. One 

doctor m 1nta1n n office on the Capitol rail and there is a Red 

Cros er ncy 1rst Aid Station at the e dquarter oft e fire 

company . 

*Dee a ecor s, C stle County: A-1 , p . 14 
D eds H cord, C stl County: D-15, p . 355; G-14, • 74; C-5, 

P• 323; -4, P• 204; G-4 , p . 217; C-4, ~ -306; R-3, p. 372; Z-1, p . 8 . 



G. K. Br ning 
El.Thompon- all 
June 30, 1938 

DELA ARE PARK 

C 

Dela r Park, hich i on both the Baltimo nd Ohio 

and the P nnsylvani ailroad just west of Stanton, lies six 

mile southwest of ilm1ngton, b tween th Christian Pike and 

Capitol Trail. Except during the racing ea on, only th 

caretaker is on the ound • A covered tr ck for int r tr 1n1ng, 

one-quarter mile in c1rcumfer nee, ha been erected. 

The track 1 under the nagement of c •• Pardee, or 
filmington, and was fir top n din 1937. The rand tands wer 

enlarg d during the pring or 1938 and a bridge placed over th 

Baltimore and Ohio tracks, which adjoin the track, permitting 

entranc and egre or pectator without er ing the r ilro d. 

The P nnsylvani Railr d alohas connections with th tr ck. · 

During the first month I racing in 1937, a cloudburst 

caused the de th or two per ona, the ter havin cut off xit 

of the s ectators from the track for a period ot 18 hours. 

Large numbers of utomobile 

w sh d into djoining fields. 

ere also inundated, and some er 

Since its enlargement, the grand tand accommodate 25,000 

peopl. Five hundr d hor e can be stabled. 

The eight or the tr ck above sea level is 112 f t. 



J. J. Donohoe 
Sept. ; 25, 1940 

EASTBURN HEIGHTS 

R~gional Survey 71 
ilmington Suburbs 

Eastburn Heights (132 pop., 100 alt . ) is situated 

on both sides of the Capitol Trail, about seven miles 

from the center of Wilmington. ·athin the i rregular 

bounds of the tract is an area of 101 acres, of which 

approximately forty percent has been utilizea for home 

sites . 

The earliest owner of record was John Cann , who 

sold the property to John Ball on August 6 , 1703 . The 

farm remained in the hands of the Ball family until No

vember 11, 1817, on which date it was purchased by John 

Conner . James Denney, who acquired the farm from Conner, 

was the next occupant, retaining possession until 1865 . 

The land again came into the ~ossession of a member of 

the Ball family when Irvin L. Ball bought it a t sheriff's 

sale on March 21 , 1891 . Ball c o:pveyed the tract to 

Joseph Calvin Eastburn ob March 20 , 1907 . 

Eastburn Heights traces its history as a suburb 

from the spring of 1924 . In May of that year, Joseph 

Calvin Eastburn had the plot surveyed and subdivided. A 

copy of the plat was filed in the office of the Recorder 

of Deeds on June 11 , 1924 . The sale of l~ts was begun 

immediately . In order to insure the development along 

desired lines, a list of restrictions was incorporated 

in the deeds. It was provided that: 
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«First. No part of the said proper-
. ty shall be subject to occupation by any 
person or persons of African birth or de
scent. ·Second. No building or the porch 
or porches of any builaing shall be erec
ted on any let of the subdivision at less 
distance than twenty -five feet from ony 
facing street, nor at less distance than 
ten feet from any side line thereof, ex
cept that such facing and side line ,re
strictions shall not apply to lots (1~re 
the numbers of the lots are g:iven). Third. 
No house shall be erected on a plot having 
a frontage of less than fifty feet, except 
thut this restriction shall not apply to 
certain lots {here the numbers of these 
lots is elven). Fourth. The lots of the 
subdivision having a frontage of less than 
fifty feet shall not be used or occupied 
for any business or signboard purpose, ex
cept that this restrict16n shall not apply 
to the two corner lots ~t the intersection 
of the Capitol Trail and the western bound
ary of the subdivision." 

The~e is now a total of thirty-three occupied houses 

in this suburb. The ~roportion of frame to brick dwell

ings is about even. There is no distinguishing ty~e of 

architecture; th6 houses are built on the square-plan, 

with the rooms evenly divided by a central hall. Usual

ly they are two stories in heignt, and cont~in six to 

eight rooms. The average size of the lots on which these 

houses are erected is 7b x lUO feet; they are well-kept 
'. 

and planted with flowers and shrubbery. There has been 

little recent construction; only two dwellings have been 

erected within the past year. 

The streets of the community are macadam paved, but 

they are very narrow, and the paving, in gener~l, is in 

poor conaition. There are no siuewalks or gutters. Over-
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head lighing and iaentification markers have not oeen 

provided. Neither storm or s~nitary sewers have been 

installeu in ~astburn Heightb; septic tanks are used 

for wbste disposal. Garbage ana rubbish c:4re removed 

under private contract. 

Both gas ana e~ectricity are available. A supply 

of pure water is assured :through the mains of the Artes-

ian ater Company. Transportation is provided by the 
' ' . 

Newark-Wilmington busses which operate on a half-hour 

s·chectule on the Capitol Trc:4il. Mail deli very is mc:4cte 

by R~ D. carrier. 

Police protection is provided by the uniformed forces 

of t he State and County. In their fiela, a simil~r service 

is performea by the rural volunteer fire companies, the 

nearest of which is the M.arsnall ton Fire Comp&ny. There are 

no fire hyctrtnts in the suburb. In consequence, tbe com

panies a re forced to rely on the amount of water which they 

carry in their tanks, and that which they can pump from 

Ball Run, the small stream which almost encircles the com-
' 

munity. Insurance premiums are higher than city levels. 

' There are neither churches nor schools within the 

bounds of Eastburn Heights. The nearest chµrches are in 

Marshall ton and Newark. Marshall ton Elementary and Junior· 

High School, and the Henry C. Conrad Senior High School 

are the schools attended by the children of the community. 

Busses are provided by the State Board of Education for 
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transportation. 

Regional Survey 
Wil~ington Suburbs 

The only business enterprise in Eastburn Heights 

is a combined grocery store and gas station, which is 

located on the Capitol Trail at the western extrerr.ity 

of the suburb. At the eastern extremity, a tourist 

camp, featuring cabins, a picnic grove, and a swim

ming pool, has been established. 

With the larger part of the tract still unde

veloped, Eastburn Heights contains great possibili

ties for future expansion. 

REFERENCES 

Deeds Records: B 1, p. 293; T 3, P• 269; G 15, p. 493; 
C 21, P• 553; H 32, P• 601. 



• 
Fl LE 

(.\JJ ' \ iJ. f.o 
I 

to\ 

(0 Blt •• 0 • ) 1 lo t t 0 c1 1 

l 1t , 1 • I 

t lr th 

o1nt 1lroad th uth. 

1 1 1 t 1.ft er • 
r V 0 d ti it 

0 r1 r Y 11 

r el b s 1 

t - l t 1 

tr ct, 0 r1 1 

t le • V 1z 

ot io rt o • 11 di l.ly ot 

ct ti • 
lt tu or t l it of 

t iv bi t r ctor 1n r t 1 

t . 1lur to tr t 0 

• it h tl u 1 L 

l 1n to 

of 1 • t ti tr t 

orit 0 t 0 t - out r tot 0 th1rt -

) r or t • l e l t r 1 

- fo ty r 1 t 1 t 1n 

tru ,. C i r t . 

t t 

fr u 1 1 • 1 loy f1 n t t p of r ti • 



- -

City t r 1 l ctr1 y r vi 

, in 

• t 

ot b t y y 

r1v1 p rfo tl1 r o tr et 

11 ti • lil d llv r 1 t 1c da11 b • • 

t 

0 1 

for 

er 

1r t 

0 t 

cool 

of 

1 th 

1 

11 bl 

lit! 

t up 

1 

17 3 

" 
1 th 

1 

t O t 

1ty 1 

b h un o 

vol t r o 

C te 

Capt r £ t 

t ollo 

r1c 

ta 1 r • 

o t e co nty t t • 

1 1 h fir rot t1on 

rr c, bot on 1le out . 

0 int ins an r ncy 

b eta t t o t c l r ot n 

t th o 

l r t h 

C tl, ly fiv 

1 hou 

r 

oc 

t t 

off r 

r - t 

t . 

r er 

o rn r1 

o l 

t1onal 

lo t1on o 

b fr qu 

C 

buil 1 

tist 

111t1 

it 

bu 

0 

rvi ion o th kB rd, 

l y sup ... 1 t1 

p t tu of 

v1v1 tr st it 

a tl n' 150 und r 

0 on ton 

C rt in lotto on Chri t 

q 1t r nt lle 1 t 

o l 

e tr 

• 

ch 1n 

nd th 

rv c . 

ford 

1t1 • 

t l 

111 t 

rro th uburb 

1111 

no 

jot 1 

ton 

tr 

n 

• ch 

lton 

r 11 

ti 

r • und r 

pportun1ty tor 

sub ban 

p s • d n 

• befor 

l n for 

t , conf1 d to 

r l non v . , l , by Gov or c1 Lov l C ,_ 1 b 11 V 



- -

to V th l gr t. h1 to 277 b 

u ur c nv y b 

t1tl ~ l t ter C 0 , ol t hil l hi 

1 • 
In 1780, le 1 od t t to , 11 , 

"l t 0~ h 1 ot t . t ti , 't> t n of yn , 
of orr , t :fln or t 

volut1 t rk ho u t11 17 • 
C V it to h1 1 rri . d in 1'7 -

r er 0 o cct C 1 d 0 

b th 0 • 

l , 17 • rri Cr x 11' bo 

rox ll' lbo 0 r y t 

of 1 to l tt ov 

1n 16 • orri t C ho , but 

0 y int r on t 2 , 1791, ol th t t • t 

co to u1 0 t r D' u, 

voe t 0 th C U r1can Coloni t , d Colon lot 1-

nt t t 11 1 • 
/ 

rb or • t r ot r 

vi 1 8 t t 1 
l 

b or b1 t h t1 j t to t 

a t rty u y , -
t . 13, l ob rt or 1 to 

ud., t t coul not o r rty in D l ar • 

in o in 17 7, C t ton 

1n 17 l, C f r t ll 

t1 t . 17 8, 1 th 1 1 . ro 



ffort, • I . du 

of 1 0 r ur tory 

un 111 l 

t ... 
y • 111 r 

f.f1cult1 t tor b 

1 tr sfo 

chol r 1 

n r l r u 

it to ohn e tin n l 23 . 

• y 

lri h 

to 

th 

1 r or n. 

To 

th 

is br 

d 

- -

dr1v n 

in l 19 

into 

1 t • 

t • 
t ot ro 

or 

t 

t 

ol 

or 
• 

n 

t h m 1n t 

r n 

d t r bou t 

u r 

0 

0 

e 

t t • 

t t i l 20 

co 

ti , 0 

1 

th 1t 

nt r ls 

1n t t 

p t tion 

o th 

con 

th 

d r of th 

• t1 sold t tr ct 1n l 31 

t 
• 

r1, 

lls 

o l r1 

r1 

t1l l 31. In 

to 

t I 1t l 

1+ 

ove 0 t . 

er 

to look t tr ste o t f m1ly. 

0 

}1 

l 

t 

iv 

d n 

1 . 

• 

oc 0 

n 

r 

0 

uf ct 

r rv 

d cqu rd th lot 

of l 70 n 1 o, ob 

cb s in 1 1 n1ty, cqu1r1n 

1t 

1n 

fro thi comJPBrll t t th J 

1s tract 

ns or r ti 

t suburb b b lt . 

Coun 11 of 1ngton bou ht· 7 . 

1 C d it r 

e n ntil 

n, by 

I 
C • 

bo ht t 

1n l 09. obd ll r 

1s rtion 

i co or t 

0 

into 

, ount do r1 

t1o c tr. 

th 

k, t r nd r o th b 



t r ' du t . tb ot t 0 u r s C 

t-- 1 in or ro-

ti of ob to clo 1 l • 
r . t. , 1 r r • 1 

ti l r , in n l 

d tr 1n Pr i g 

ar , 1 ort s, but th1 

1 r th C 1 tin p 0 1 pr C 1 al.., 

d t t t an 

t t 

of 1 t t • 1n th t tl t 

C tur, , v1n b c • 
u t, t pr t t • 

rd : , • 2, 
• • ., , 

• • ; 
,2, • • • 



J. J. Donohoe 
July 18, 1940 

Regional urv y ¥' 
1lm1 ton u u-rb 

7 . 

EDGE OOR TER ACE 

E oor Terrac (40 alt.,480 pop.)ie situat d north of 

the Governor Printz Boulevard, about two mil a northeast of 

the canter of 1lm ngton. This dev lopmant, compr1 ing one 

hundred and twenty- one cree, is bound don the south oat by 

the dge oor Rond, on the west and north by the Edgewood 

Hille developm nt, on th northeast and e et by Gordon Heights, 

and on the south by tho Printz Boul vard. 

The lmington Construction Company, owners and builders, 
..__ 

acquired the tract 1n to transactions. 

On ay 17,1939, they bo •ht sixty- a ven acres from Frank 

G. Cox and John H. Shivery, who had been appointed receivers 

for t h Edge ~oor Iron Company. Thia plot was a part of the 

tract of 178 eras, called "Ellerslio," h1ch the latter com• 

pany purchased from Samuol Harlan, Jr., on January a, 1873. 

Previous ownors were Enoch oborts(1865-l858); Charles Egner 

(1842-1855); Edw d • Robinson (1840•1842)J and Archibald 

Hamilton (1830-1840). The last namod a the heir of Captain 

John Hamilton, the earliest owner of record, who died in 1830. 

On arch 20, 1940, the 11 1n ~ton Construction Company 

pur chased a tract of 54 acre, north of the first section, 

from Samul ~omison, ho had acquired the plot from the 

Brandywin ealty Company on arch .31, 1940. E. I. du Pont 

de Nemours and Company, which had o m d tho land since 1 ts pur

chase by Alfred du Pont fro enrietta llmond on Jan ary 6, 

1 39, sold it to the Brandy,.1ne R alty C pany, hioh, in• 

cidentially, ns Du Pont controll d. Henrietta Al ond r -

ceiv d the farm by order of Orphans Co tin settlement of 
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the estate or John Al ond, who had purchased 

i 1ngton 
d a oor 

the prop rty 

f'r.om Jacob La son, allu.s Tuason, on OV ber 20, 17 9 . Jacob 

Lawson w s the son o La sey 011 son, 11aa Tuason, and An• 

nde L son. On the 11th or bruary, 1688, 1111em ark• -
ham>Thomas Ellis , and John Goodson, co 1 sioners of proper

ty under illiem P nn , at th request of Annak La son, "c lled 
:,:' 

old renter in ri ht of 1 atllias Neilson, " nted her one hun-

dred and sixty- five an half acre of th tra t of ight 

hundred an twenty- seven eras "belonging to or called Vir

dritige Hook in th County of Ne Castl upon Dela are , " hich 

Francis Lovel ce d granted to 011 011 son, Neil Neils, Henrick 

Neilson, Mathis Neils , and ell eil , Jr., on th 16th day 

of May, 1670. 

In Jun of 1939, oun s broken for th first oup 

or house in Ed oor Torrac . In order to insure uniform!-

ty in con truction tand rds, the 11 1ngton Construction 

Comp y formulated a 11 t of covenants , a ree ent and re

striction , ihich were 1ncorporat din the deeds . It as 

provid d that: 
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ilmin ton uburb 

Polle protection is prov1d d by the uniformed forces 

ot th State nd County. The rur 1 volunt er unit, th clos. 

st of hich 1 th Br n 1n Hundr d Fire Company at Belle-

font, iv protection n, inst the fir rd. The l ck of 

fir hydr nt into uburb compl1c ts the work of th fire

m n and ccount for higher insurance rato. 

Hickory Run !s a m 11, cl ar Jr m hich fl through 

t hoart of w1nhur t. In conjunction with th high altitude 

of the land, it provides excellent dr inage for the community, 

compons ting to soms extent for th 1 ck of vod gutter~ nd 

storms wer. 

~,mt Pleasant Junior Hi h School, located lightly over 

one uart r of mil from this suburb, is the public leaentary 

ohool for th1 di trict. Senior high school tudent attend th 

ClaJlllont 1gh School. There r no church in tho uburb proper, 

but con re tlon of tho le di 

1th1n a half-miler d1us. 

deno~ination mainta~n churches 

In accordano 1th tho r& trict ons m de the O inhur t 

v lop nt Co pany, ther r no bus1nes 0 or manufacturing e tab

lisl.ll'n nts in th co unity. A number of retail stores, offering 

a ide v riety of pernonal nnd ho o rvices, . re located on the 

Phil lphia P1k. A f et of bus s, oper ted by the lawar 
a 

Electric Poe Co pany,maintnins/h lf-hour chedul on th Pike. 

e s busses, with t 1r tormin t ilmington and P1il delphia, 

offer ace sa tote hoppi c ntors of the 
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•J.. J. Donohoe 
' ove ber 28, 1939 

HIGHPOI 

REGI L SURVEY 
Wilmin ton Suburb 

✓ Iy_gh o1nt (220 alt., 134 op.) is located northwest of the· 

Philadelphia urnpike, about to and one-half miles northeast 

of the corporate 1 its of 1lm1ngton. Its are of approximately 

twenty-five acres extends from the inter ection of the Philadel hia 

Turnpike with Rodman Rod to a like inter ectlon with the i shing

ton Boulevard. On the north est, it overlaps the ar h Roa.d ·for 

a little more than one hundred yards. 

In 1684, nby virtue of a atent from the Land Connnissioners 

under the onourable illiam Penn, a certain tract or plantation 

situate in Brandywine Hundred was ranted to enry Tussey, alias 

Torson ." That ortion of the ori 1nal grant u on hich Highpoint 

is built w d vised to iilliam R. eldin by will of 1111am 

Tussey, dated arch 15, 1815. For more than a century, the land 

ias fared by me,bers of the eld1n fa ily. By an indenture of 

Au ust 25, 1922, a L. eldin conveyed to Johns. Hamilton 

"all that tract or parcel of land, situate in randywine Hundred 

on the ilmi ton and Philadelphia Turnpike, bounded by lands now 

or late of John Beeson, Edward Beeson, illiam R. eldin, Jane 

Beeson and the said Turn ike, be the contents thereof what they 

may.' 

· • II ilton sold a t o-thirds interest to .ary 1offitt and 

Catherine Long on October 30, 1922; 1ss offitt reconveyed to r. 

H ilton her one-third interest on Octobe~ 17, 1923. In S tember 

of the s. e y ar, Johns. amilton had the lot surveyed and laid 

out as buildin sites. e made no atte pt to sell the individual 

lots, ho ver, and on Tovemb r 6, 1923, sold the entire plot to 
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rank A. chultz, who be an the actual development of the suburb 

and promulgated the restrictions which are still in force . The 

sale of lots was brisk, but construction languished. ost of 

these ls w re ingle lots, avera in fifty by one hundred feet; 

the largest transaction a the transfer of thirteen lots to 

Alfred E. an Ethel • Green on ept . 24, 1924. Before any houses 

d been erected, the Greens lost title to the lots on a judgment 

obtained by the Equitable Trust Com ny on April 23 , 1929. The 

Feldman Construction Company acquired the lots on ril 24, 1939. 

They have erected modern homes on some of them and have similar 

plan for the re 1ainder; in a sense, they have revived the suburb . 

In their advertisements of these homes , ap earing in the local 

ne spa ers, the Feldman Construction Company has phonetioized the 

elling of the name oft e suburb , using the form "Hy- Point . " 

The restrictions in force at igh oint are: 

1 . one of the lands hall be sold to, conveyed to, 

illed to, assigned to, leased to, or occupied 

by or in any manner held by a person or persons 

of African race or descent. 

2 . 0 n buildi shall be erected on any lot 

fronting on the Philadel hia Pike hich shall 

cost in the aggregate less than the sum of 

4 , 500; on all other str ets, said main building 

shall not cost less than 3,500. 

3 . Said land shall be used exclu 1vely ford elling 

purposes, and shall not be used or occu ied for 

any bu iness urpose rior to Jan . 1, 1950. 

4 . o buildin or porch attached thereto shall be 

erected on any lot at a less distance than twenty-

five f et from the street immediately in front tlereot . 
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5. Said lands, or the buildings on or hereafter 

to be erected thereon, shall not be u ed for 

the display of any advertising signs , r1or to 

Jan . 1 , 1939. 

At the r sent t e, there are thirty- five structures in the 

suburb . In eneral, these are substantially built; twenty- one are 

of asonry construction. There 1s one four- unit apartment house , 

and an authorized tourist home, containing twenty roo ,1a located 

on the Philadel hia T rnpike . Durin the present year , six houses 

have been constructed and old by the Feldman Construction Company. 

These are two- story, gara a- attached dwellinas , solidly constructed 

of brick in the popular En lioh Cottage style . The 50xl00 feet 

plots on which they are built have been eeded with rase and planted 

1th shrubbery . Concrete paths lead to the entrance doorways and 

to the ara es, but no sideialk, adjoining the street, have been 

rovided . The s e company plans to build six more houses of the 

same type in the near future . All of the houses in this suburb 

are in good repair# with iood ork fre hly painted and la na and 

hedges neatly tr ed. 

Highpoint residents enjoy most of the conveniences afforded 

the citizens of Wilmin ton . G and electricity are availnble ; 

the Suburban Water Com any furnishes a pu1·e water sup ly; sanitary 

sewers have been installed by the Levy Court of Ne Castle County ; 

door-to-door mail delivery is made dally; strAets are well 11 hted 

at ni hts; one-fare transportation to any part of ilmi ton 

1s furnished by busses which maintain a regular schedule on the 

Philadel h1a Turn ike . Fire protection , mainly de endent u on 

the Brandywine undred Fire Com any in nearby Bellefonte , 1s made 

less complete by the absence_ of nyd.rants . High oint has unusually 
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good police protection, since State High ay Police Station o. 1 

is located ithin the confines of the suburb. An E er ency Red 

Cross First Aid Station is located in the police headquarters -

a one-story brick structure situated on the Pike at Speer Avenue. 

The only service hich 1 not rendere to heme owners here 

is that or free garba e and rubbish removal. These are well taken 

care of under rivate contract; no indiscriminate dumping is er• 

mitted. 

Although its act1al ar a is throe times as et, the develo ed 

portion of i hpoint extends only one block northwest of the Phila

delnhia Turnpike to Lan ham Road . Beyond the latter street, no roads 

ave been cut through nor have any houses been erected, although 

all lots in this ortion hav been sold to rivate ind1vid als. 

Thee lots are covered 1th a profu e variety of weeds 1th that 

particular bane or hay fever suf~erers, the ra eed, taking pre-

~edence . 

The streets of the co 1nitt are all surfaced and re in good 

repair . ashington Boulevard, the northern boundary, 1s a dual. 

two-lan hi hay h ch ~s usod as a traffic diversion route to 

ilmington, by- assing the business di trict. Te only sidewalks 

in Hi hpoint are t ose rovided by the State o the ·Phil~delph1a 

Turnpike . 

The children of this district receive their elementary education 

at the •ount Pleasant Junior High School , loc ted on Duncan Road 
is 

in Bellefonte . Tis/a lar et o-story building in the Colonial 

style of architecture. built of red brick 1th a hite limestone 

trim. ,rected in 1932, it as designed to accommodat a maximum 

of 700 unils, which capacity has already been reached, due largely 

to the many residential develo ments in the school district in 
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t e last two years . The Board of Trustees of th chool has 

discussed the roblem of supplyin additional building facilities , 

for which purpose m le s ace exists on the grounds adjoining the 

school and extending to the Philadelphia Turnpike . Senior high 

school tudents atte d the Claymont Hi 

_ snot yet become a roblem. 

School , .here overcrowding 

There are no churches in Highpoint proper but congregations 

of the leadin denominations hold regular services in the neigh

borin communitie of Bellefonte and Hillcrest . Because of zoning 

re 1 tion, much the ea e situ tion exists with r ard to retail 

b siness stablis ents . lumerous stores, equipped to supply all 

the wants of a modern re idential co ity, are located ithin easy 

lkin dist nee of the sub rb . The residents of Hi hpoint , lacking 

localiz d or anizations, part1c1 ate in the social and civic 

activities hich center about the ount Pleasant School and the 

v rious churches of the are . 

Refer nee : 

Deeds Records: l , • 121; 30 , • 331 , p . 333; K31 , • 342; L31 , 

P• 183; C32, P • 531; ~ 2, • 91; A32 , p . 601; D33, • 75; I4l , 

• 214; Z40 , p . 319 ; 032, P• 32 . 

ill Record: R, • 87 . 

Judgment Docket: P4 , • 379 . 
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HILLTOP 

CUR ENT Fl 
IL INGTO SUBUR 
1, l ( 

Hilltop (alt. 160., pop. 125), a triangular ection or 

The O dare, aituat don the est id of that suburb, 1s bounded 

on thee t by Ne port and Gap Turnpike, on the est by Milltown 

Road, with its north and west 1de lying along !aulk Road. Its 

area is about 15 acres, and it 1s ithout a cross street. All 

homes face the Newport and Gp Turnpik. 

Hilltop' r sidents are all native-born hites, and all 

are enga ed in business 1n ilmington. ost of them us auto-

mobiles for commutation to the city, but a bus, passing along 

Greenbank Road, three blocks to the east, make hourly trip to 

and from Wilmington. 

Hilltop, r1e1 from the banks of Red Cly Cr ek on th 

north side of the stream, acquir d its name from 1ts location. 

It began as a privat dev lopment, when John B. Robinson sold 

lots about thirty years ago. Robinson owned a farm which covered 

all the area now taken up by Hilltop as well as The Cedars. This 

land had been in h~s f 1ly for several generations, and the 

development followed the opening or Brandywine Springs as a resort, 

actors and workmen employed there requiring aocommod tions close by. 

Restrictions are those imposed by the county and St te 

re lat1ons, since there is no local government. P lice of the 

rural force patrol this and adjoining sections; in ca ot 

emergency, State police may be called upon. Two fire companie 

are available within a mil th Cranston Heights Company and the 

111 Creek Fire Company at rshallton. This area contains water 
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mains of the Artesian ater Company at Richardson Park, hich 

supplies water for all purposes. Both gas and electricity 

are used, but there had been no arrangements tor sewers here up 

to late 1938. Inasmuch as the entire community is well elevated, 

sew rs may not be required for some years. Garbage disposal is 
. 

c red for by a private coi1ector. 

Hill top' two streets' are ked and both are of cement. 

Traffic regulation is not required and the transportation, where 

private automobiles are not used, is cared for by the bus system 

mentioned, erv1ce beginning at six o'clock in the morning and 

lasting until one o'clock the follo 1ng morning. 

ail delivery is made by the rural route system and postotfice 

f c111t1ea are available at the point ot the tr1 le at eastern 

end. Voting is done at one or nother of the homes across the 

ewport and Gap Turnpike, s lection being made previous to 

electio • 
Health conditions are excellent, brought about by the levation 

of the entire suburb, and its well•built and separated homes. 

Ambul nces from Wilmington serve here on call, and the one at 

Farnhurst also ans rs calls when needed. The Red Oros has it 

station at the Cranston Heights Fire Company, about half a mile 

eat, and doctors y be found at Elsmere, Newport, nd Richardson 

Park. A dentist has offices at Richardson Park. 

The Methodist Episcopal Church 1n The Cedars, a fr e building, 

built in 1908, 1s the nearest place of worship. The school at 

Marshallton, about one mile distant is used by the loc lity. 

The Marshallton school 1s elementary, and children who attend high 
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school are taken by bus to the Henry c. Conrad High School on 

Boxwood Road at Richardson Park. There is no kindergarten 

availabl .at Hilltop since the d1soont1nuanoe of thi educational 

feature or the public chool sy tem. 

Hilltop ha no regular playgrounds nor are there any parks, 

except the Brandywine Springs Park, not now utilized as a park 

since the destruction of all buildings there by' a fire 20 ye rs 

ago. A swimming pool in the Red Clay Creek is vailable nd 1a 

used to some ext nt hen its aters are not polluted by dyes from 

plants near its he dw t re. 

All buildings here are of two stories or more, and homes are 
e. 

mostly detached and havtag fine shade, lawns and numer0t1s flowers. 

These homes are ap arently built with a view to comfort and 

permanence, three being of concrete, one of brick, and the remainder 

or frame construction, with two homes of the double type. Lots 

are larger than the usual city let, averaging 76 by 150 feet, which 

allow for a garden in the re r. hie ens are kept t everal 

homes, and each: has garage. 

Tax and insurance rates are blow those aid 1n the city. 

Only county and State taxes are levied. Insurance rates are lo 

because fire protection is given through the .laying of main and 

th installation of fire hydrants by the Artesian ater C pany 

about 1932. 

Hilltop has only one business plac, a grocery store at 

Newport and Gp Turnpike. On Milltown Road, two blocks northwest 

or the grocery store, 1s a chicken dressin place which does much 

of the killing and dressing of fowl for the Wilmington markets and 

employs ten people, 
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No new building 1s taking place in Hilltop, nor had ther 

been any for several years previous to 1938. All homes apparently 

have been constructed as permanent locations, and hence there 1s 

no Federal Housing Administration project under ay. 

Bellanca at New Castle is the nearest flying field; the 

du Pont Field is looted two miles' north on L ncaster Pike. 

Hilltop has no club life, nor are there any frate:rna.l or 

political acti~ities or annual events of any kind. Buildings 

ot note are lacking, as are o1nts of interest. 

The percentage of workers in Wilmington 1 large, because 

no plant or nearby place employs any number of men. The 

po ulat1on of Hilltop i mostly of the profe sional clae. 

The nearest cemeteries are in Mar hallton and e port. 
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HOLLY OAK TERRACE 

Holly Oak Terrace (100 alt., 140 pop.} is located south

west of the intersection of Silverside Road and the Philadelphia 

Pike, approximately five miles from the center of Wilmington. 

The plot, roughly triangular in shape, contains forty-six acres, 

about fifty percent of which has been made available for .home 

sites. 

At the time development was started, the tract was owned 

by Gertrude L. Perkins, who had the plot surveyed and subdivided. 

A copy of the plat was filed with the Recorder of Deeds on 

August 24, 1920 and the sale of lots was begun in October of 

the same year. Mrs. Perkins purchased the farm on July 25, 1917, 

from George Lodge and Harrie M. Perkins, who were acting as 

trustees for the estate of Esau Sharpley Perkins, who had died 

in 1890. The latter bought a portion of the tract from Keziah 

Jackson on March 25, 1857, and inherited the remainder from 

Amor Perkins on March 31, 1859. The part sold by Jackson was 

acquired by him in two transactions with the heirs of Epsom 

Bird (deeds dated Feb. 7, 1842 and Dec. 21, 1853), while the 

part bequeathed by Amor Perkins had been in the Perkins family 

since 1693. 

Owners previous to Keziah Jackson were: Epsom Bird 

(1818-1841); William Cartmell (1780-1818); Thomas Cartmell 

(1725-1780); Isaac Perkins (1704-1725); Ebenezer Perkins 

(1693-1704). The deed confirming the sale from Peter Baynton 

to Ebenezer Perkins described the land: 
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11 A certaine Tract of Land Situate Ly
ing and in the Bought on ye west of 
River Dellaware in ye Said County of 
New Castle by Computation neare Tow 
hundred acres of Land being part of 
a Pattant granted by Sur Edmund Andros 
as by Pattant may mmre at large Appear 
bearing date the 15th of Januery 1675: 
and entered in the Books of records at 
New Castle in ye year 1678 and was form
erly granted to Woola Swanson, Neiles 
Neileson and Marcus Laurenson being part 
of ye Said pattant and Soe became ye 
right of ye said Peter Baynton as by deed 
may more at Large appear in the :Rowls of 
Pattant at New Castle in Liber A: 88:89: 
and in Liber A: 120:121 ~nd fol: 122:123 
& Liber B: folio 15:16." 

Holly. Oak Terrace has been a restricted community since 

its inauguration. As provided in the deeds, these lots are 

sold -

"Under and subjedt to the following 
conditions and instruction, to wit: 

"That there shall not be erected upon 
any portion of the hereinbefore described 
premises, any buildings but dwelling houses 
and neccesary outbuildings, and such dwell
ings, when erected, shall not be used for 
the purpose of carrying on any business, 
trade or calling whatsoever, that no dwell
ing costing less than Four Thousand Dollars 
($4,000)shall be erected on said premises or 
any portion thereof, that no house or houses 
shall be erected on any part of the premises 
having a frontage of less than fifty feet, 
that all dwellings, inclusive of porches, 
steps, cellar 4oors, bay or oriel windows, 
cornices and other projections appurtenant 
thereto, shall be at least twenty feet from 
the building line of the street on which 
said dwelling fronts, and further, that no 
dwellings shall be erected or built on said 
premises or any part thereof, ·other than 
singly or in pairs, that all outbuildings 
shall be erected on the rear of aaid lots,that 
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said land shall not be used for any 
purpose which creates a nuisance, or 
which is offensive, dangerous or noxious 
to the immediate neighborhood, that the 
said premises are not to be sold, con
veyed or leased to anyone not of the 
Caucasian race, and that these covenants 
run with the land and are binding upon 
the heirs, executors, administrators and 
assigns of the party of the Second Part 
until the first day of December, A.D. 
1940, when they shall cease and terminate." 

Of the twenty-seven residences in Holly Oak Terrace, all 

are detached, single-family houses, with private garages placed 

at the rear of the lots. The architecture 1s uninspired; the 

houses are boxlike structures, entirely lacking in originality 

of design, placed on the lots in stereotyped fashion. They 

are, however, kept in excellent repair, and the combination 

of fresh paint and well-groomed lawns does much to offset the 

architectural failings. In size, the one-and-one-half-story 

and two-story types are equally divided. In choice of build

ing materials, the same differentiation exists between masonry 

and frame. 

Clearview Avenue is the main street, extending from the 

Philadelphia Pike to Carr Road. It is macadam-surfaced for 

most of its length, with the paving reaching to a point about 

two hundred yards from Carr Road. Harrison and Fairview Avenues 

are the other paved streets. The latter, recently opened, is 

the scene of latest building activity. Within the past year, 

six houses have been erected on this street, and three are 

in the course of construction. There are no gutters, curbing, 

storm sewers, or sidewalks on any of these streets, nor are 

they provided with fire hydrants or street identification 
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markers. Street lighting is provided at the intersections. 

Water is supplied by the Wilmington Suburban Water Company. 

Electricity is furnished to all developed portions of the sub

urb1 but gas mains have been installed only on the Pike. Septic 

tanks are used for waste disposal, since sanitary sewers have 

not yet been installed. Garbage and rubbish removal are taken 

care of under private contract. Mail delivery is made by 

R.F.D. carrier. 

Police protection is furnished by the uniformed forces of 

the County and State, and fire protection is provided by the 

volunteer units 1 the closest of which are the Brandywine Fire 

Company at Bellefonte ,and the Claymont Fire Company. The 

firemen are handicapped by the lack of fire hydrants; for the 

same reason, insurance rates are higher than city standards. 

Because Holly Oak Terrace is a restricted community1 no 

retail stores, business establishments, or manufacturing plants 

are to be found within its bounds. A number of retail stores 

are located in the neighboring suburb of Holly Oak. The business 

and shopping centers are easily reached by means of the busses 1 

which operate on a half-hour schedule on the Philadelphia Pike. 

Holly Oak Terrace is within the one-fare zone. 

There are no schools ;/or churches within the boundaries 

of the suburb 1 nor are there any social or civic organizations. 

Congregations of the leading denominations maintain churches 

within short distances. The children of the community attend 

the schools of the Mount Pleasant District. These are the 

Mount Pleasant Elementary and Junior High School at Bellefonte1 

and the Claymont Senior High School. Since Holly Oak Terrace 
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is outside the two-mile zone of each of these schools, the 

children are furnished transportation. 

Fifty percent of the available land in the suburb is un

improved. The vacant lots are free of trees but are covered 

with weeds and underbrush. They have, however, been spared 

by the usual suburban bugaboo - indiscriminate dumping or 

waste and rubbish. A tiny stream, almost hidden by the under

brush, crosses the community diagonally from Carr Road to the 

Pike. Since Holly Oak Terrace has experienced almost as great 

a growth in the past five years as in the rest of its existence, 

it is reasonable to believe that it will continue to share in 

the tendency towards the suburbs, now predominant in the 

vicinity of Wilmington. 

References 
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G,K.Bro ning 
El. Thompson- alls 
October 5, 1938 

KIAMENSI 

K1amens1 (alt. 60; pop. 50), 

,ILUNGTON 
It ( 

CURRFNT Fil 

just east of arshallton 

and three miles from th \ ilmineton City Line, lies on the 

east side of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. A station on 

that road knom as K1amens1 Station is located about to hun

dred r ds est. The area 1s forty acreeJ the population is 

hita and all native born. 

The name Kia.menai was moat probably taken from the $radish 

ord H iskemensi, meaning Red Clay. Hwi, meaning Red, was 

dropped and K1amens1 as retained as the town's name. This 

derivation discredits the comnon belief that the name as de

rived from an Indian word. 

The fir t record of this land is dated :.ay 19, 1762, when 

it as purchased by John Reece throu h sheriff's sale after 

having been the property of John Thomas. From .then until 1864 

several grist mills ere operated on the Red Clay creek at this 

spot. On October 20, 1864, The Kiamensi Woolen Company was 

incorporated, 1th John Pilling as president, to spin cotton and 

oolen goods. It as the largest woolen mill in the State, 

employing one hundred and .fifty people, and tho company owned 

for it employees, t enty-six homes at Kiamensi. John Pilling 

as born at Chowbent, Lancashire, England, iarch 6, 1830. 

The restr1cttons here are those imposed by the county and 

State laws, since this ls an unincorpor ted connnun1ty. Police 

protection is .furnished b the rural police of Christina Hun

dred, and by the state police, when needed. Fire protection 

is given by any of several surrounding companies, the nearest 

being the Mill Creek Fire Company of rshallton. 



-2-

Water is secured from wells. 

1lmington Suburbs 

__ , ....... 
either gas nor ae ers is 

I t-<c 

available, but electricity is furnished to several of the 

homes. Garbage is taken care of by a private collecting system. 

streets are not paved and there are no treat markings. 

Transportation facilities are had at Ne~ort on the east side 

through the street car service 1hich operates from 6 A.M. until 

1 A.M., the follo 1ng morning, and by bus from arshallton on 

the est side, operating the same hours from Newark to il,mington. 

There 1s no traffic control system here. 

The mail 1s handled by rural carriers ho come from Elsmere. 

The health conditions are good; the nearest physicians are at 

Elsmere and Ne port. A Red Cross first-aid station is located 

at the Mill Creek Fire Company 1n rshallton. Ambulance ser-

vice is furnished from ilmin ton or Farnhurst. 

St. Barnabas Episcopal Church and a lethodist Episcopal 

Church are both in "arshallton, six blocks a ay. The public 

school for Kiamensi is also at arshallton; a graded school, it 

as built in 1935, and provides for training of pupils in this 

district. There are no parks in Kiamensi, but a playground is 
I 

located at the school 1n I arshallton. 

Two frame ·rarm houses of an early period are located here. 

On the east side of the K1amens1 Road is a large field-stone 

tenement house h1ch as used a a home for mill employe s. 

This building now houses two families. There are three other 

two-story frame houses situated on the north side of Red Clay 

Creek, which divides the villa e. The ruins of the razed build

ings of the Kiamena1 ijoolen Company can be seen on the banks of 

the creekJ they ere torn down 1n 1928. There are none homes 

1n this locality. 



11m1ngton Suburbs 

-3-

State and county taxes are the only ones levied. Fire 

1n uranoe rates are high because of lack of a water system. 

Red Clay Creek is the only stream 1n the vicinity and 

its ters are polluted by manufacturing plants located near 

its head aters. 

Some distance est of Kiamens1 a company bottled and sold 

spring-water for ny y ara, but this company wont out of busi

ness about 1920. The K1amens1 Spring as located bet een 

Groen Bank and Brandywine Springs Park. 

The nearest flying fields are Bellanca at Ne Castle and 

du Pont, located on L~caater Pike. 

K1amens1 has no fraternal, political, grange, or musical 

organizations. Such activities center in rsballton, where 

the majority of th~ ~opul~tion is employed. 

Kiamensi has no point of interest nor any buildin of 

note. Groth has been very slo. The two nearest cemeteries 

are those of St. Barnabas at Marshallton and that of St. James 

at Newport. 

Reference 

1. Scharf History of Dela are. Vol. 2 p. 925 

2. Personal observation and intervie s. 

t4] 
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Browning, G. K. 
Donohoe, J. ._r. 
August 15, 1939 

Lancaster Village 

LI JL 

Lancaster Village (140 alt., 80 pop.) is situated on both 

s·des of Du Pont R~ad, about one-half m le from the southwest 

limits of ilm ngton. Its area, 16.5 acres, is bounded by 

Faulkland Road and Colonial Park to the North, Cleveland Avenue 
. 

t o the East, the Elsmere torn limits to the South and West . 

Lancaster Village , which derives its name from the nearby 

Lancaster Pike, 1s one of the newer developments , the first 

houses having been e rected in the summer of 1938. The tract 

was purchased by Harry Lingo on July 29, ·1936 from the Provident 

Trust Co . of Ph_ladelphia, acting as trustee for Elizabeth R. 
4't 

Tatum. " Miss Tatum acquired the property par~ly through in-

/4 '6 

... ~~t. 

her.,_tance and partly by purche.ae (from Mary Evans , May 13, 1913). "" 

Mr. Lingo, in collaboration with Raymond Donovan, formed the 

Rockford Manor Development Co., which is respons ble for the 

growth of this plot as a resident al community . 

Mr. Donovan is the sole contractor empowered to erect 

dwellings here. After com letion, the homes are sold to a 

reotricted class of buyers. No business establishments of any 

sort are permitted . The keeping of poultry or other livestock is 

likewise prolibited. 

Police protect~on ts furnished by the .state and county 

police and the rural f.re companies are on call at all times. 

Fire hydrants , connected with the city water mains, are to be 

installed. Gas and electricity are supplied by the Delaware Light 

and Power Co. City water is available. A sanitary sewer line, 

with laterals to the building line, has been laid in the bed of 
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Lancaster Village '1 

Du _ont Road. S milar facilities are contemplated on other 

streets as development progresses. 

At the present time, Du Pont Road, a two-lane highway, is 

the only paved street. Atkins Ave. has been cut through and 

will be paved when building construction is started here in 1940. 

The New Castle County Levy Court proposes installation of concrete 

sidewalks in the near future. Transportation to Wilmington is 

provided by the trolley line on Cleveland Avenue. 

Twice daily, door-to-door mail delivery is made by 

carriers operating from the sub-postoffice at Fourth and Union 

Sts., in Wilmington. 

In the summer of 1939, twenty homes had been completed and 

occupied. The construction of ten addit!onal homes is planned for 

1940. These homes have been erected on landscaped plots at least 

50 x 100 feet on which old shade trees have been carefully 

preserved. Although the type of architecture employed conforms 

in general detail, stereotyping has been carefully avoided. The 

use of fieldstone for the major porticn of the structure, with 

clapboards for gables and dormers combines to give an impression 

of permanence and charm. All homes are provided with garages, 

in most cases as an integral part of the house. 

Houses now being constructed sell for ~~6, 500. The sponsors 

of the development require a mininrum expenditure of $6,000. These 

homes are eligible for financing under the auspices of the Federal 

Housing Administrat1on. 

The children of the community attend the pubiic schools of 

the city of Wilmington. Churches of the various denominations are 

located w thin easy motoring distance. 
* Recorder of Deeds Officet New Castle County: A 40, p. 291. 

~~ Deeds Records: D24, P• 3b6. 
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E. Thompson-Walls 

July 251 1938 

('C 
DEED TO ORIGINAL LATIMER PROPERTY AT NEWPORT 

This Indenture made this 10th. day of January in the year 

of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and fifty in the 

twenty fourth year of the Reign of our Souverign Lord 

George the second by the grace of God of Great Britain, 

France and Ireland King & C. B~tween Robert Peirce and 

Elisabeth his wife of Christiana Hundred in the county 

of Newoastle upon Delaware of the one part and James 

Latimer of the Hundred & County Af's'd, Merch't of the 

Fl LE 

other part. WITNESETH that the said Robert Peirce & Elisabeth 

his wife for and in consideration of the sum of thirty 

pounds currant money of Newc~stle to them in band payed 

by the said James Latimer before the sealing & delivery 

of these presents the receipt whereof they do hereby 

aclmowledge and thereof and from every part thereof doth 

acquitt and for ever discharge and release the said James 

Latimer his execators administrators and every of them by 

these presents: hath bargained granted, sold, remised, 

released, enfeoffed & confirms and by these presents doth 

grant, bargain, sell, remise, release, enfeoff and confirm 

into the said James Latimer his heirs and assigns for ever 

a certain piece or parcell of Marsh situate in Christiana 

Hundred in the county afs'd/ formerly belonging to 

Augustine Constantine, now deceased, made over to me by 

his executors (viz) Jonas Walraven & Joseph Abraham as may 

appear by the deed recorded in the Wills Office at Newcastle 

in Lib. P. par. 608 et. March the ij~l748 by Rich McWilliam/ 

Beginning at a corner stake standing by a road through the 

.-
/ .l 0 
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marsh thence b¥ said road South nine degrees Easterly 

seven perches and two tenths of a perch to a corner stake 

of Peter Henrickson 1s Marsh, thence by a line of the same 

South eighty five degrees Westerly, fifty eight perches 

& an ha1f to a stake in the line of John S1ms 1s Marsh 

thence by said line North twenty degrees East eight perches 

to a stake in said line and thence by a line of the widow 

Constantines Marsh North eighty five degrees, Easterly fifty 

five perches to the first mentioned stake, and place of -

beginning containing two and a half acres be the same more 

or less together with all and singular the houses, buildings, 

improvements, ways, water, woods, underwoods, timber and 

trees, Easments, priviledges, hereditaments, and appurtenances 

whatsoever to the Sd. lott or piece or parcell of Marsh 

belonging or appertaining and the reversions & remainders, 

rents, issues and profits thereof AND all the Estate Right, 
. 

title, interest, claim or demands whatsoever of them the sd. 

/ Robert Peirce & Elisabeth, his wife their heirs Executors 

Adm.RS of in or to the Afs.d piece of Marsh premises and 

appurtenances or any part thereof. To have & to hold the 

afs_,d, piece ot Marsh and all and singular the hereby granted 

premises with their & every of their appurtenances unto the 

said James Latimer his heirs and assigns to the only proper 

use & behoof of him, the said James Latimer his heirs & assigns 

for ever under the yearly Quit rents due & to become due 

to the che1t Lord or Lord's of the Fee thereof. AND the 

./ said Robert iroe & Elisabeth his wife the hereby granted 

premises with their and every of their appurtenances unto 

the said James Latimer his .heirs and assigns against them 

J the said Robert ~1 rce & Elisabeth his wife their heirs 
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exec. rs. Administrators and against all & every other person 

or persons whatsoever having or law:f'ully claiming and Estate 

right, title or interest of in or to the same or any part 

thereof by from or under them or any of them shall & will 

warrant and for ever defend by the presents in wittness 

whereof the s.d. Robert Peirce & Elisabeth his wife have 

here unto set their hands and seals the day and year first 

above 

Written 

Robert Peirce 
Her 

Elisabeth (E) Peirce. 
Mark 

Sealed & Delivered in the presence of Mary Richardson, 

Hannah Richardson. 

Elisabeth Peirce came before me and acknowledged her hand 

and seal to the within Deed and that she did sine & seal 

the same of her own free will and consent not by any force 

or compulshan of her husband nor of any other person or 

persons whatsoever Wch. acknowledgement was taken before me 

the twenty sixth day January Anno: Dom. o 1749/50 

CORAM----------••• 

JnO RichardsonJ 

Acknowledged in the court of Comon Pleas held for the County 

of Newcastle in February Term 1749 witness my hand and seal 

of the County afd. 

Recorded March 29, 1750 

(Rich.d McW1111am) 

Recordr Deeds. 

Deed Record Book Q, Vol 1. p, 289. 

n 

Deeds Record Office New Castle County Court House,Wilmington,Delawe.re. 
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J. J. Donohoe 
March 20, 1940 

LENDERMAN HEIGHTS 

Regional Survey 
Wilmington Suburbs 

Lenderman Heights (220 alt., 40 pop.) is situated southea~t 

of the intersection of the Philadelphia Turnpike and Rodman Road, 

two-and-one-half miles northeast of the center of Wilmington. 

The eight-acre tract ls bounded on the northeast by Phillip's 

Heights, on the southeast by Lenderman Terrace, on the southwest 

by Penny Hill Terrace, and on the northwest by the Pike. 

Watson B. Lenderman was the owner and subdivider of this plot. 

The land was surveyed and the plat made in November of 1924, and 

the sale of lots begun in 1925. As shown on the plat, the lots 

on the southwest side of Rodman's Road had a frontage of fifty 

feet, with a depth of 267 feet, those on the Pike (three in number) 

had the same frontage, with a depth of 250 feet. 

Peter and Annaka Mounce were the original owners of this 

land. According to the earliest records, the tract -

"known by the name of the 'Bite', which was patented 

to Peter Mounce and others in one thousand six hundred -

The farm was occupied by descendants of Peter Mounce until 1809. 

In that year, Deborah Cable, his great-granddaughter, old the 

property to William Lenderman, an ancestor of Watson B. Lenderman. 

William's son, Isaac, conveyed it to William Bright, Jr., in 

December of 1836, and John ~eldin purchased the land from the lat

ter in October of 1839. From 1839 until the sale to Watson B. 

Lenderman in June of 1900, various members of the Weldin family 

tilled the land. 

A set of restrictions, to remain in force until January 1, 

1945, was formulated by Watson B. Lenderman and inserted in the 

deeds to the lots. It was provided that: 

*1· Rest of date missing. 

,,;.-1 
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"there shall not be erected on any portion of 
the within described lands any building or 
buildings in which shall be carried on any busi
ness offensive, noxious or· detrimental to the 
use of said lands or any part thereof for private 
residence. Nor shall said lands be used for any 
purpose which will create a nuisance. No open 
cesspool, privy building, piggery or offensiv& 
stable shall be maintained thereon. No poultry 
or pigeons shall be raised for commercial purposes. 
No wooden fences shall be erected thereon. No 
building or buildings shall be erected on any of 
the within described lands until the plan of such 
building shall be submitted to and approved by 
the party of the first part in writing. No build
ing shall be erected at a less distance than twenty
five feet of the building line on Rodman Road." 

There are ten separate housing units in Lenderman Heights, 

all of which are located on Rodman Road. No houses have ·been 

erected on the Pike. Each of these structures is a single-family, 

detached dwelling, placed on a spacious lot, at the rear of which 

private detached garages have been erected. In architecture, ease 

of construction and durability are stressed -- built on the square

plan, nine of the total are of masonry construction; seven have 

two or two-and-one-half stories and contain seven to ten rooms. 

"Lenderman Hall," formerly the home of the Lenderman family, is 

located at the southwest corner of Rodman Road and the Pike. Set 

on a half acre of ground, it is a large, three-story, stone-and

shingle structure, whose construction antedates the development 

of the suburb. It is now a tourist hotel. 

Rodman Road has a 22-foot roadway, which is macadam paved. 

Storm sewers, -sidewalks, gutters and curbings have not been pro

vided. Excess surface water is inadequately drained by means of 

open, unlined roadside ditches, which empty into the storm sewer 

on the Pike. sanitary sewers, connected by laterals to the indi

vidual residences, have been installed in the street bed by the 

Levy Court of New Castle County. 

Gas, electricity and running water are furnished to the 
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3uburb from the Wilmington supply. Mail delivery is made twice 

daily by carriers operating from the Wilmington Postoffice. 

Adequate street lighting is provided. 

Mount Pleasant Jun or High School is the elementary school 

for this district. Located at Bellefonte, it is within easy 

walking distance. Free bus transportation is provided for stu

dents attending the Claymont Senior High School. Congregations 

of the leading denominations maintain churches within a half

mile periphery. 

Police and fire protection is provided by the uniformed forces 

of the State and County, and the rural volunteer units, respectively. 

High-pressure fire hydrants, placed on Rodman Road, minimize the 

fire hazard and keep insurance rates at city levels. A Red Cross 

Emergency First Aid Station is maintained in the headquarters of 

the Brandywine Hundred Fire Company, at Bellefonte. 

Speedy, one-fare transportation to t he business and shopping 

centers of Wilmington is provided by busses, which operate on 

a regular schedule on the Philadelphia Turnpike. Household needs, 

not supplied by neighborhood stores, are thus readily obtained; 

and the religious, recreational and educational facilities of 

the city are brought within easy access. 

The ~mall area covered, and the correspondingly low population, 

in Lenderman Heights, preclude the formatlon of any localized 

organizations. Residents participate in the civic, social, and 

relig ious activities of Brandywine Hundred. 

Since there are only a few vacant lots within the bounds and 

the surrounding territory has been preempted, the development of 

Lenderman Heights has reached the static stage. 

References 

Deeds Records: Y2, P• 265; H3, p. 247; I4, p. 184; X4, p. 123; 
P6, p. 188, p. 189; Gl8, p. 312; R33, p. 162; Z32, 

• 601· M37 • 341. 
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LENDERMAN TERRACE 

/.lCo 
Regional Survey 

Wilmington Suburbs 

Lenderman Terrace (220 alt., 96 pop.) is situated about 

one-quarter of a mile east of the Philadelphia Turnpike, and 

two and one-quarter miles northeast of the center of Wilmington. 

The five-a.ere plot is bounded on the northeast by the incorpo

rated town of Bellefonte, on the southeast and southwest by 

Gordon Heights, and on the northwest by Penny Hill Terrace and 

Lenderman Heights. 

Isaac M. Lenderman, from whom the suburb derives its name, 

was responsible for the development of the property. In 1920, 

he had the tract surveyed and, in the following year, began the 

sale of lots. The land had been in the possession of the Lender

mans since its acquisition, from Charlotte Stanton, by William 

Lenderman on October 12, 1801 . Charlotte was the widow of John 

Stanton, who, by order of Orphans Court in 1794, was granted two

thirds of the estate left by his mother, Ann Stanton. The latter 

inherited the property from her father, William Mounce, in 1746. 

This was a part of the original grant -

nknown by the name of t h e 'Bite', which was patented to 

Peter Mounce and others in one thousand six hundred - 0 • :·l 

A set of restrictions, formulated by Isaac M. Lenderman, are con

t a i ned in the deeds to the lots. _These restrictions, in effect 

until January 1, 1940, provide that: 

"there shall not be erected on any of the within 
described lands, any building or buildings in 
which shall be carried on any business offensive, 
noxious or detrimental to the use of said lands 
for private residence, nor shall said lands be 
used for any purpose which will create a nuisance. 
No open cesspool, privy building, piggery or of
fensive stable shall be erected thereon. No 
poultry or pigeons shall be raised for commercial 
purposes. No wooden fences shall be erected thereon. 

*l• Rest of date missin. 
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No building or buildings shall be erected 
on the within described lands until the 
plan of said building shall be submitted 
to and approved by the party of the first 
part (Isaac M. Lenderman) in writing. No 
builctine shall be erected on any of the 
within described lands at a distance of less 
than twenty-five feet of the street bounds." 

These restrictions were the main factors in the development 

of Lenderman Terrace as a high type residential community. In 

conjunction with the compact size of the suburb, they have created 

a homogenous unit, while at the same time avoiding the pitfall 

of monotonous uniformity. There are 24 individual housing units 

in the suburb. Each is a single-family, detached residence, set 

on a spacious lot. Detached, private garages are erected at the 

rear of the lots. Masonry and frame construction are employed in 

a ratio of five-to-three; the same proportions prevail between 

two or two-and-one-half story structures and those having one or 

one-and-one-half stories. Worthy of note is a group of six stucco 

houses on Brandywine Boulevard. Constructed with the long axis 

at right angles to the street and the main entrance on the garage 

driveway, they have a desirable degree of privacy. 

Each of the three streets,on which the suburb is built, is 

macadam paved and, with the exception of Stidham Road, the only 

street wholly within the confines of the community, are in good 

condition. Gutters, curbing, and sidewalks are not provided. 

Brandywine Boulevard merits this distinction only by reason of 

its generous width. It is divided by the tracks of the electric 

railway, no longer in use since the conversion of the system into 

a trackless coach line. The portion on which Lenderman Terrace 

fronts is unpaved. Removal of the tracks, planting of the strip 

thus provided, and paving of the remaining portion, would make 

of this street a modern, dual, two-lane highway deserving the 
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title of Boulevard. 

Water, gas, and electricity are furnished to the residents 

of Lenderman Terrace from the Wilmington supply. Twice daily, 

door-to-door mail delivery is made by carriers operating from 

the V ilmington Postoffice. Street markers, easily legible and 

well-placed, are provided at all intersections and each house 

is plainly numbered. Street lighting is adequate. 

Sanitary sewers have been installed throughout tbe suburb. 

There are no storm sewers and the only surface drainage is by 

means of roadside ditches. Except where culverts have been pro

vided under garage driveways, these ditches are unlined. Conse

quently, the water runs off very slowly, tending to form unsightly, 

unsanitary pools. 

Police and fire protection are furnished by the uniformed 

forces of the State and County Police and the rural volunteer 

fire companies, respectively. The presence of an adequate number 

of high-pressure fire hydrants minimizes the fire hazard s.nd is 

a prime factor in keeping insurance rates at city levels. At the 

headquarters of the _Brandywine Hundred Fire Company in Bellefonte, 

a Red Cross Emergency First Aid Station is maintained. 

The public schools serving the Lenderman Terrace district 

are the Mount Pleasant Junior High, in Bellefonte, and Claymont 

Senior High School. Congregations of the leading religious deno

minations maintain churches in neighboring communities. 

Residents of Lenderman participate in the varied social, 

civic, and religious activities of Brandywine Hundred. A number 

of retail stores providing public and personal services, are 

located within a half-mile radius of the suburb. The business 

and shopping centers of Wilmington may be reached in fifteen 

minutes, elther by the family car or the one-fare trackles 
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coaches which maintain a regular schedule on Brandywine Boulevard. 

References 

Deeds Records: Y2, p. 265; F29, p. 601; Q30, p. 590. 
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Wilmington Suburbs 

LIBERTY 

Liberty (70 alt., 50 pop.), a Negro suburb, lies one-half 

mile west of Boxwood Addition, with Boxwood Road on its south 

side, Centerville Road on the north, and Liberty Road on the west. 

The plot, almost triangular, Newport and Gap Turnpike touching 

its southwestern edge, is two miles west of Wilmington, and its 

area is less than ten acres. The suburb consists of ten houses; 

these, of frame, are lll\..the bungalow type. 

Liberty, a portion~ f one of the farms originally owned by 

the Lynam family, whose members now live in and about Newport, was 

· developed privately. About twenty years ago Charles Wesley 

Maclary, of Newport, owned the site which he sold off in lots 

;,hi~ere 50 by 100 feet. 

Water is secured from wells, although the Artesian Water 

Company of Richardson .Park has connections at Belvidere, only 

two blocks west. Fire hydrants had not been installed late in 

1938. When any of the neighboring fire companies responds to 

calls from this and outlying sections, difficulty is usually 

experienced because of the lack of water. This trouble will be 

overcome when the residents organize and decide to pay the small 

sum necessary for the installation of mains and fire hydrants. 

Electricity is available but gas has not been extended to 

the entire section at this time, nor have sewers been installed. 

Garbage is removed through a private collection system. 

of the houses have outside toilets. 

r ) C' 

Most 
) 
r; 

J 
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The streets surrounding Liberty are graded and surfaced, but 

have not been paved, except in the case of Boxwood Road, Newport 

and Gap Turnpike, and Centerville Road. 

Transportation is by bus from Marshallton, where buses run 

from 6 o'clock in the morning on the west side, half a mile distant, 

and by trolley from Newport, on the east, where service is 

obtainable from the same hour and continues until 12:45 o'clock 

the following morning. 

Mail delivery is through the rural system, coming once daily, 

and postoffices are at Marshallton and Newport. 

There is no crowding of homes, health conditions average well. 

Physicians are reached at Newport and Richardson Park. Dr. L. 

Douglass Giles, one of the few Negro dentists of Wilmington, lives 

on Boxwood Road. Calls for ambulances may be made to Wilmington 

and Farnhurst, each of which serves this area. 

Churches in the neighborhood are the Simpson A. M. E. at 

Newport and Gap Turnpike and Kiamensi Road; Rock of Ages, an 

independent Baptist Church, in Meadowbrook; and Our Mother of 

Mercy, Roman Catholic Church, with white and Negro communicants, 

near the junction of Newport and Gap Turnpike and Boxwood Road. 

The school for Liberty, situated ~t Cedar Heights, four 
I;:~ h .--. -l/.J 

blocks west, 4-s latel1 constructed and/"..of ample size for the 

children of this and the immediate section. number of the 

children are pupils of the parochial schools of Wilmington and 

are taken to and returned from school by buses. Having finished 

the primary school, children may attend high schools in Wilmington, 

for which transportation is provided. 
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Wilmington Suburbs 
Liberty 

A park and playground at Masonicville, two blocks southeast

ward, is f~d~ctea by four attendants from the Wilmington WPA 

headquarters. This is one of the few playgrounds for N gro 

children in the state outside Wilmington. It is well shaded, with 

comfortable seats, has a number of amusement devices, as well as 

baseball, football, and volleyball grounds. Piano lessons are 

given to those desiring them and the children are well cared for. 
6--fA.. 

Unfortunately, there is no provision. for toilets caste- the grounds 

and a portion of the park is low, causing inundation after heavy 
U-1.....e C 

rains, and depriving the residents ofl'the park for periods following 

downpours. There are checker-boards for the older people here, 

many of whom come during pleasant weather and enjoy themselves. 

Liberty homes are well-kept and neat, with flowers, small 

garden plots, and clipped lawns. Some houses, however, lack paint. 

Taxes are those of New Castle County. 

Liberty has no business or industrial plants, and the residents 

find employment in Marshallton, Newport, Silview and Wilmington. 

Many of the women work as maids or cooks in city homes. 

Red Clay Creek, a stream which is usually fouled with dyestuffs 

from manufacturing plants above Liberty, is the only stream in this 

vicinity. Little Mill Creek, a stream scarcely more cleanly than 

Red Clay Creek, passes through Elsmere and Richardson Park to the 

northeast, about half a mile. 

The Colored Girls Industrial School, with its nu.m_erous J 

ftu ,..,,._,._ ....._... c:____ .L -t' -v'.) 

well-designed buildings, stands near Liberty. ~egularly patroled O 
~ J 

by the ,....,..-IA: police, ~be St~te Poli94r are_ available in case of need. 
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LYNDALIA 

Lyndali 1s a uburb ot 25 houses, east of and djoining 

ewport•s incorpor tion line end 1,-lng on the north s1d ot 

ort P1k. Th population is about 75 persons, 11 it• 

st and st the~ are tive str ets, b ginning 1th 

Chri tian str t, af"ter h1eh co 

Third Avenu a. ort and south 

ghl.and, First, -Second, and 

tour streets, co ncing 
) 

with tim r v nue, and follow d by Cedar, Augustin, and 

lnut Str ets. The plot contains pprox1 tely 40 crea. 

ight hq on 50-toot lots> l Along ·ewport Plk ar 

residen es b 1ng ot tr two stories, and each one h v1ng 

tr e h , :tlo era, and ne t 1 :wn • Th rema1nd r of the 

homes otf ewpo t P1k ar sc t t r ; they are chieny ot brick, 

nd ostly o-stor,- type dwellings, with l rger lots than the 

50-foot sp c • All h v gardens, as well as well-tend la 

and flo r plots, but th re is v ry little shado to the houses. 

Al.l ho 1n Lynd 11& have gar g • 

l y fe of tb street 

u ua.lly hard surfaced and w 11 c 

e paved, although th 

tor. Sewer 
• 

is not 

rov1d d here, and c ools are us d. All other eonven1enc a 

ar va11 ble, including mail delivery nd fire prot ction, 

the 1 tt r either tro the F1v o1nt Com any, at Richardson 

Par, or the lnqu s Fir Comp ,-. at ort. 

Kr b Sc ool is locat ten blocks w ton Gp P1lc, wport, 

while H ry c. Conr d High School is e t about the same distance 

aw y and on th s s1d of wport Pike. Church a are v 11-

abl at N wport d lo at Richardson Park. 
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Donoho, J . J . 
Sctober 3., 1939 

S ALLTON 

Regional Survey 
11 in ton Suburbs 

cu 

arshallton (80 alt. , 924 pop . ), 4 . 8 miles from 1lm1ngton 

on the Capitol Trail , 1s an unincorporated v111 ge strung along th 

high ay for about to miles . There are no definite bounds for this 

co ity. By local cu tom, ho ever, the tracks of the Baltimore and 

O io R 1lroad are regard d as the southern and eastern limits , 1th 

the tiny stre called Calf Run as the stern boundary . On the north, 

the new dual section of th Capitol rail my be taken s the boundary. 

arshallton d t its development, as well as the origin of 

its n e, from 1836, for it sin that year that John !ars all es-

tabl1shed an iron roll1 mill on the ba..~ks of Red Clay Creek at this 

point . Th 

o erati 

rs alls w re rom.1nent 1ller of the 18th ce~tury, 

ria mill s n ill Creek and 1 t Clay ere k . About the 

grounds of the rolling mill , hich remained in operation for more than 

h lf a century, homes sprang up to form the nucleus of present-day 

r arshall ton . 

The reater ort1on of the land upon ih1ch the connnun1ty is 

built was part of a tract patented to Abraham ann on April 25, 1684, 

by "1111am Pen , sq., propri tor or the three lo er counties on the 

Delawar . n It contained 370 acres and its bound were de cr1bed as 

follo s: "to the southwest by bite Clay Creek, to the et by land 

of John Cann, to the southeast by read and Chee Island, to the east 

by Red Clay Creek, to the northeast by Ham Run, to the northwest by 

vacant land. ' ~ 

The fact that rs allton 1 s d velopment has been the result 

of a century of gradual gro th rather than the mushroom-like product 

engender d by the hi h pre sure method of real estate romoter 
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MARSHALLTON HEIGHTS 

WILMINGTON SUBURBS 

CUR T Fl LE 

Marshallton Heights (60 alt., 140 pop.) is adjacent to 

the Capitol Trail, six miles west of Wilmington. From its 

northern boundary, 422 feet south of the highway, it extends 

to the right of way of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. From 

the thin trickle of water that is Calf Run, on the west, the 

suburb extends 200 yards to the east. Outlets to the Capitol 

Trail are provided by the extension of Highland and Prospect 

Avenuea, made possible by right of way grants given by the 

owners of the flanking properties. Within these bounds is an 

area of 35.9 acres. 

Marshallton Heights dates its development as a residential 

community from April 13, 1926 when the Marshallton Heights Co. 

bought the tract from William Cranston. In May of the same 

year, a map showing the layout of streets and building lots 

was filed at the office of the Recorder of Deeds for ~ew Castle 

County. The present suburb is a part of a 200 acre tract granted 

to William Jessop by warrant of William Penn on July 25, 1684. 

vious to the tenure of William Cranston (1882-1926), title to 

land was held by Benjamin Cranston (1839-1882), his father, 

mon Cranston (1799-1839), William Marshall (1795-1799), Aaron 

(1790-1795), Jonas Justis (1765-1790), Morton Justis (1711-

Frederick Peterson (1700-1711) and Roger Lewden (1691-1700). 

purchased the property from the original grantee, 

Jessop on May 6, 1691. • 1-

In force until Jan. 1, 1940, are several restrictions 

promulgated by the Marshallton Heights Co.; these are stated in 
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the deeds. Before construction, the plans and specifications 

of proposed buildings must be approved by the company. A 

minimum price limit of $3,500 is placed on the main structure, 

which nmst be set back at least 20 feet from the building line 

and 5 feet from the lot boundary line. Garages may be built 

only at the rear of the lot. The company reserves the right to 

plant trees, flowers and shrubbery at the roadside, to pave the 

roads and sidewalks, to install sewer, gas and water mains, and 

*• Ito erect poles for electric and telephone lines. 

Police protection is furnished by the uniformed forces of 

the county and State. The Mill Creek Fire Co. at Marshallton 

is the nearest of the rural fire-fighting units which are res

ponsible for the preservation of life and property from this 

cause. The fire company also maintains a Red Cross first-aid 

station at its headquarters. 

Although a number of streets have been laid out and 

designated by wooden markers fastened to posts erected at the 

intersec~ions, only three have been cut through and paved. 

These are Delaware Street, marking the northern boundary, and 

Highland and Prospect Avenues, which afford ingress and egress 

at the Capitol Trail. For short distances, these have narrow 

concrete sidewalks on one side. Illumination is provided on 

these streets by electric standards fixed to the poles of the 

electric transmission lines. 

Mail delivery service is given by the rural free delivery 

carriers operating from the Marshallton postoffice. Gas and 

electricity are furnished to each home by the Delaware Power 

and Light Co. No general water service is available, home 

owners relying on individuals wells for their supply. Cess 
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pools and septic tanks are used for sewage disposal. 

A large part of the southern section of Marshallton 

Heights is still in timber. Some of the trees here are first

growth and many, notably the black oaks, are of tremendous 

height and girth. The unrestricted dumping of rubbish and the 

lack of proper trails have spoiled an otherwise pleasant park 

and picnic grounds. The same condition is in evidence on the 

banks and waters of Calf Run, which form the larger portion of 

the western boundary. 

Construction work now in progress on the Capitol Trail, 

which will convert this road to a dual highway, entails the 

erection of a bypass about Marshallton and its neighboring 

suburbs. In order to eliminate curves and grades, the new 

road will be run north of these communities from Price's 

Corner to a point about one quarter mile west of Marshallton 

Heights, re-entering the present road at this junction. Re

tention of the present road will still furnish residents here 

with easy access to Wilmington and at the same time greatly 

reduce the many traffic hazards. 

Nearby churches are:the Marshallton Methodist and St. 

Barnabas Protestant Episcopal at Marshallton; Ebenzer Methodist 

on the Pike Creek Road; and Our Lady of Mercy Roman Catholic 

at Belvedere. Children attend the Marshallton Consolidated 

School which is located about one mile east, until they are 

ready for senior high school. They then transfer to the 

Henry c. Conrad School on Boxwood Road. 

Residents of the Heights participate. in the varied social 

and fraternal activities of Marshallton,(for a listing of these 

activities see MARSHALLTON). \' ~-
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The average dwelling here is of the one-and-one-half 

v story frame bungalow type. Twenty-two of thirty now occupied 

follow this pattern and five more are under construction. 

There are also six two-story frame houses and two one-story 

bungalows constructed of concrete blocks. Marshallton Heights 

is experiencing a mild building boom with four houses completed 

this year, six under construction and five in the planning 

stage. This construction has been concentrated on Highland 

Avenue, which was not extended to the Capitol Trail until 

March, 1937. 

The minimum size lot in this development is 25xl00 feet. 

With the larger part of the tract still undeveloped, great 

expansion is to be expected during 1940. The Marshallton 

Heights Development Co., of which Max Keil of Wilmington is 

president, owns the unoccupied lots. The restrictions which 

this company has made against negro residents and establishment 

of business enterprises maintain the character of the suburb 

as a strictly white, residential community. The only business 

activity is among those residents, who have large vegetable 

plots and finding that the yield exceeds family requirements, 

arrange to sell the surplus. 

~~ 

Deeds Records, New Castle County: E34, p. 132; R33, p. 601, 602; 
Ml2, P• 361; Q8, P• 53; G3, p. 183; L4, p. 482; 12, 
p. 126. 

Deeds Record, New Castle County: T35, p. 380 
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/g/ 
Wilmington Suburbs-rasonieville 
Bro ning - alls 

Park, but fire protection mains hnd not been installed late 1n 

1938. The W.P.A. playgrounds abtn1n their water from a well at 

the parsonage nearby. 

Gas is available, aa is electricity, but sewers have not 

been installed, nor is ther a garbage collection system pro

vided, except that by a private firm. 

Streets on each of the three sides of the triangle ar 

marked, and all ell paved, although sidewalks have been placed 

only along the Newport and Gap Turnpike, on the south side. 

Transportation is provided at arshallton through the bus 

system and the street car service at Newport, each boing run from 

six o'clock 1n tho morning to 12:45 o'clock the follo in morning. 

1,ail delivery is through the rural route system, and the 

nearest postoffice is at arshallton. 

Health conditions avora e well, the homes all being separcte, 

1th no apparent cro dine or uncleanliness. Physicians are avail

able on call iithin easy reach, although there in neith re. physician 

nor d nt1 t living 1n the locality. Ambulances are obtainable on 

call from Wilmington, and there are Red Cross stations e.t the neigh

boring fire stations. 

Simpson A.l .E. Church, e.t the junction of Uewport and Gap 

Turnpike 1th K1amens1 Road, a short distance a. ay to ard Uewport, 

is the nearest church. This church 1as constructed in 1888 and 

rebuilt in 1934. The present pastor. Rev. H •• alley, lives in 

the parsonage al oat directly across the turnpike from the church. 

Located in a grove of trees along ide the pastor's ho~e and 

belonging to the church, is the PA playgrounds for ason1cv11le 

and 1 t surrounding c .. , .... 1 ~~- .. ifh,~~S?: ·: . t~ clµl~. ~: .. V; • ,pf)en . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . ~ . . . . ... ·. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
provided 11th hat 1:3:~<fife.~9,c('t_9 -~-~- tjie' r°i~-~~:P.·laycro,upq: ~9-P 
Negroes in any locatli>i/ i;-/ JixJ·=J~JJ, ··~u~:Ji~J.:J~ ;itt:~11~-J~j:. 
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Suburbs- ason1ov1lle 
all• 

d rah Logan, of 8 7 Tatnall Str t, ilmin ton, has 

o th r ore t1on 1 activit ea of c ildron har. 

round of nearly to ac. baa r 1 equ1pm nt and th poople 

or th section are endeavor ng to io uffici nt oney to further 

pro oto t 

c ntor. 

0. p nent plaoo for th co nity as a recreational 

Bns ball ·rounds, Voll y ball and b sketball courts, swings, 

sand box s, tables, at, s -s a and ot or amu ent de ices 

re providod for child.r n of v r ou ag s. A boxing av1111on has 

boon erected but there ar o neat or other equipm nt yet, 1 h 

is neceas ry for t us port. 

For the older people, choo er 6 e, with seat nd to.bl s hav 

been su lied. Unfortu atel, no to l ts hnve been provided. No 

a elter is provided n case of rain and an endeavor is being made 

to hnv a portion of the groun 

after heavy rain. 

filled in o as to avoid flooding, 

A cla 1n l nd1oraft for girls and o en 1 conducted here 

n1ttine;, eav1ng, 

of doe tic ci nee 

broidery, s inc, paper craft and oth r f ture 

y b learned. 

Piano lea on are von fr to a number of ch ldren b 

Vinti 1111, director of mu 1c, also e ploy d by tho PA. 

Pecro en ar on uty, in cl re of the ot1v1t1ea of bo sin 

different ports. 

1 

0 

Build1n re re cl n and comfortabl but r ithout seers, 

hone l v ou t 1de toil t. Lots o.vera e OX 100, and there 1 us-

lly a. ll 

chick n are 

rden, flo er, 

pt t some o es. 

d l wns about th ho , l 



•4• 1lmineton Suburbs- asonicville 
1•0 ng - o.lli, 

T x s n dare onl those of the oounty, this b 1ne an un-

incorporat 

been · o lat 

.,_.,,._,_t •. o provision or th stre t light 

n 1938. •1 1nsur nee is high due to 1 ok ot 

d 

water mains of uffucu nt volum to pormit t ir us in ase of 

ne d. 

Th r no businea est bli nta at a on1cv1lle and th 

nearest groc ry stor s r thos of B lvid r three blocks distan • 

Industrio. plant llton, wport nd Silview e pl 0 t 

of the raid nt hr, nd so e re orkln on PA projects. 

Groth a 11 1ted tote ize of the area occu ied by ,ason o

v 11, 11 build! s being r si ntial no rot r. There 1a 

s l c 1 tery on th round of S1 pson A ••• Cl rch, 1th1n 

to loc all ot r one, hich is oorly kept, aloof the s paon 

C urch, located, o look north on th 

Tho chool atten od by ason1ov111e chil en is on K en 1 

Rend, n o 1t t·ir e block 

no 1/y erect d. Pu 11a 

ton ft !'1 1 shine; t 

est rd, nd 1s a four-roo building, 

y tr n fr to o urd Hi School, 1 lng-

ri r cool her. 

~----~--~----~~~-~~-
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18'4-

o •• 0 ng 

on- 11 

t 26• l 38 

uburb, ie ar 1 1 o and 

st o I of art and G Tumpik • 

tr run nor h t t 

, t d cond Av s. d -
bro rt an G tu t 

north t 0 outh Th lt r 

t do broo ar ha1lton 
.\'... c.,1-.J ,J,, 

0 d oin th 1:ndu trial chool on t 

• 
ou four outh st of 1ml ton, adow• 

book h ft and le ation of 100 f t. Th 

opulation nm!lbering 1001 1 ntir ly gro. 'lb . dev lo ent of 
,. 

thi s t1 th of land from obJ: • ~ran t n, 

of e rt, constru ion of hoe, all o h1 h have b en built 

sine 1 • 
d iv tin oft eept for it one 

h v1ng be n adow for 1ng c ttle, end lng 1 tuat on 

brook• h nc e do brook. Astor striction, th r ar non except 

tho imp county d t re tio • 

ol1e ot ie rs, of th r four loc t 

r of th to th1 1 let, 1t 1 

t t Poli • 

1 s t s patroll 

rot etion 1 

loe t d 1n th urroundi 

t turn! 

rants r provid d a 1 t a 1938. 

by· r comp 1 

fir h,-d-

Th Al-t ian ter Co any 



Wilmington Suburbs•M adowbrook 
( r 1ng - all) 

ha d at connections 1n th1 locality for the purpo e of 

providing hom w1 th t r • 

Gs and l ctr1c1cy e availabl but not g r lly used, 
j / 

not hav se r b en prov1d de G b g 1 t n care ot 

through pr1v t coll etion. tr et h v b n surf c d, ut ar 

not p ved ar th main high y on e1 th l' s1d • 

Th bus servio hich touches ar hallton nd the str et 

car running e ort rovide tran portation for eadowbrook 

from s1~ o'clock in the morning to 12i46 o 1oloc~ on th following 

morning. There is no tr tt1c control n c ary. ail d 11v 17 1a 

that of th rur l typ , with the n arest po to.ffic being at ar

shallton. 

H alth conditions sr to b bout the v rage R d 

Cross services for mergency c es ar availabl at the s veral 

.fire cotnpany h dquarters surrounding this S11burb, and ambulanc 

calla y be to in ton, wi~h th county bulanc from 

F nhur t so eti es an werin calls. Doctors and d nt1et are also 

.found in neighboring communitie, none being looat d her. 

t pt1 t, una.f'fili t d church, is loc t in 

K dowbrook, and th oo,uw .. ~w.ty school 1 thr e block3 a ay t C dar 

H 1gbts on Ki ne1 Ro d. There is no k1nd rgarten. 

The only regular playground or p " is toot t Mason1cv1lle, 

tiv block to th e ~t, wher children e 11 as older person may 

pla7, re t, d relax. Thi is A pl yground und r gove ntal 

operation. 

Typ of ·buildin a her ar about th u:sua1 run of Negro 
the 

homes .found 1n/sJ11&l.l auburba, but all hous s are eparate, usually 

with small garden, well k pt grounds, and grass plots. 



Vilmington Suburbs• e dowbrook 
( o ing • alls) 

There is, howe~ r, a total lack or shade trees. Lots rmi th 

averag of 50 100. 

County and Stat t prevail her, th the fire in ur-

ance rat v rag ng that of communities hich have .no fir prot c-

t1on. Th r ar no bus.in s or industrial pl ant a h re, emp;oym nt 

being found in ilm1ngton, arshallton, fowport and S lvie'!Y. A 

number of the men had be n employed by the WPA ~or msny month lat 

1n 19:18. 

No Fed ral housin has n undertaken in eadowbrook 

and the pr1c or homes is low, ap rently all being constructed 

by the owner th.maselves or with th id of neighbor• There 1 no 

appearance of slums 1n this locality, ho ever, because house ar 

separated f'rom each other b pecif1ed distances and hout cro -

1ng. Houses ar 11 s1 le story bungalow typ buildings. 

The only stream near oado brook 1 Rd Clay Creek, always 

murky th th dye stuff comi from manufacturing plant loe ted 

on th upp r aters of the stre ire 

Flying fields nearest/those of Bellanca at N w C tle and 

the du Pont Flying Field on Lancaster Pik • Thar is appar ntly 

no f~ub¥, fratern _ , or political organiz tion here. nor ar there 

any annual event• th :resident evidently king club or fraternal 

lite 1n 1lm1ngton. The political t er tur or ~eado brook, normall7 

atta,.n1ng R publican heat of nearly 100 degrees, appears to h v swung 

lmost ent1r ly to ard the Democrats, sine e the la t Preaiden tial 

election. One Negro ask d s this t ndeney saids 

Us folk lmo s n vot for D mocrata~ 1 goin' to 

et. Thee here Republican promise lots or things but yo' stomach 

don't pay no mind to promises." 



ilmingt n Subur s- e do brook 
( Bro n1ng - fall a) 

Th r ar no points of inter st her nor are th re any 

buildings of not. The owth of the community has been very 

gradual, stretched ov r a period of mor than 20 years, beginning 

with th s ction a farm. and it no had _paved rods, electric 

light, g , tar, and other conv nienc s. 

1e cemet I7' at Simpson's A. • E. Church is th nearest 

one available for color d people. 



Guy K. Browning, 

El. Thompson Walls, Newport 

Deeds of and for the John Mendenhall Property, Newport . 

Thomas Du:f'f owned the ground which included the Mendenhall 

property 1n Newport, in the year 1820. This ground was sold at 

sheriff's sale Feb. 16, 1820 for $140 to Richard Shepherdson. At 

his death (1837) it went to his two so?W, Thompson Shepherdson 

and John R. Shepherdson. George Thomas ot Philadelphia bought the 

property for his daughter Barbara and his son-in-law, Barbara's 

husband, Joseph Carr on October 10, 1849. Elias s. Naudain 

and Sarah A. his wife next bought the property in 18531 selling 

it the following year to George Simpson and Elizabeth T. , his 

wife and Joseph Grubb. 

In the -year 1859, it was bought by Samu.el Miller and his 

wife of Chester County, Pa. Later in 18591 it was sold to Dr. 

John Huey. The property came into the hands of Samuel N. 

Pusey, and by a foreclosure passed to Isaac Lukens and Christopher 

B. Naudain, April a, 1880. John Mendenhall bought the property 

- from the above-mentioned owners, and on January 7, 19181 sold the ' 

property to Rodger Wilson. Mr. Wilson in turn sold the property 

in 1922 to Frank A. Herpel, the present owner. 

Spm,ce of Informa~on: 

I. 
G. 
w. 
c. 
M. 

Vol. "'1 1 
Vol. 51 
Vol. 31 
Vol. '6, 
Vole 6, 

p.128 
p.351 
p.106 
p.271 
p.424 

The following boolcs in the Deeds Record 
Office for New Castle County office in 
Wilmington Delaware: 

Q. Vol. 6, 
v. Vole25, 
Ke Vol.311 

p.131 
P• 94 
p.327 



G. K. Browning 
rch 15, 19S9 

DDLEBURGH 

T EGIO SURVEr I ~ 
SUBURBS I 
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By virtue ot rrt ttrom. William elsh bearing date the 10th of the 1st -
month 1684 Thia ms.y c rtitie thatt there is a certain Tract of Land layed out 

for Broer Sinnexen called ddl burgh soituate lying & being on the north Bide 
~ 

or Christina Creek bounded as tollo th vi% Beginning att the corner of Arnoldua 

.,,, Delagran es Paled fence by the ere ok aide & running from thence north by the ad 
::t' 

tenoe side 72 perches then down by the sid of a sms.11 Gully & Swamp Eb ½ Nly 
> ✓ 

23 perches NE 5 perch e B b E ¼ El)'l4 perches 3/4 E9" 

2S perches N N E ¼ Ely 12 perches to a corner rked Hickory at&nding by 11 

v Creeok aide which divides this land tro:n1 Oyebert alravena & from thence by a 
s 

l&ne of ms.rk d tree• N S/4 Wly 400 perches a corner rked Spahiah oak 

standing 1n one ot the Linea ot Broor ~innexen/('Luld to rly au......,yecl Broera 

SWamp thence N E b N 46 p rch I to a corner rked Wh1 te Oak E N E Ill perohe• to 
I 

a corner rked Hickory standing by ill Creeck id by the ad Creeok aide N ½ 
y 12 per N 40 per N ro per N ¼ ly 86 per y 42 perches N { 

y 20 per Nb E 34 N b 16 per SW 24 per to a corner rked Hickory. stand

✓ ing in John Stalcopa Line & by the or mentioned Creeck side thence th the ad 
-:; 

I 
Line of Staloops south 124 perohea to a corn r rked t oak or the s4 Stalcopa 

standing in another of the Lin I of Bro r Sinn xon11 swamp. thence with th Lines -
of th ad Swa S 65 perches to a cor r rked Spanish oak then SE b E 59 

perches to a corner rked Red oak then S y 34 per to a corner marked Red oalc 

then E 66 pr to A corner ked Gum Tr e then S E b E 14 per to a corner rked 
I 

/ Red oak of illiam Rainbows L d th n S b E · Ely 20 per to a corner rked Hickory --
thence by a line of rked Tl". ea which Divides this from Legran ea Land E by S 4d 

Sly 320 per to a corner a e then E S E s/4 Ely 12 per to another take standing 

.,, a.tt the corner ot Gysbert alravens cleared feild then S E b E 7d Ely 46 per then - . -
S 2~ .Ely 46 per to the Cr eek aid then by the Cr eek aide E by E Ely 9 p r 

SE b E Ely 11 per E Sly. 18 per to the first ntioned place of Beginning att 



I o 

the orner of Legrang fence. al o layed out for Broer Sinnexen a certain pe 

of rah Beginning att a Stake by th Creeck sid which Divides th1a frOlll a p eoe 

of rah belonging to Legrange. thence down by the Creeck aide Eb S 23 per E 2 

Sly. « per E 49 per to a aton ioh Divid a this tro Oyab rt alravens rah 

thenc by a lin 48 per then ½ Bly 8S per to the fast Land ot Le ranges 

Boe Lott then S S 11 per S b S 18 per B b 10 per then by a lino S S 20 

perohea to the firet ntioned etake by Chriati Ore ck side oontayning & layed 

out for 30 acr a of rah & hie taat Land conta.y:ning & and Layed out tor 425 Acree 

in all 466 acres 1u"•Y d the 3d of the 2d 1684 alsoe hie aha.re ot th 

Land bei 5 acre, i in all 460 acres½ 1n all 460 aorea & a½-----
•P. Tho. Pierson -

Having urveyed the Land :mentioned & de a former oturn ot th s 

11 

to the 

Surveyor Gennelle off1o and having oooaaion to Exe.mine so or the line of th 

ad Land again ttound a deffect in the fformar return through tfalae aaur ot the 

chain carriers this ther fore y certifie that this ie a true Draft of the sd Land 

accor to th beat of~ o ledge. Tlio. Pierson. 

• Edd ntly p r. 

ouroe ot Intormation 

Book ot Sun- iy ff Castle County, by Evan Thomas, Recorder• P• 482-483. 

oje. 
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E. Thompson-Walls 
G. K. Browning 
October 27, 1938 

Encyclopedia 
,suburbs 

MIDDLEBOURG or duPont Landing 
in 1868 

RREN 

Atlas of State of Delaware shows that the town of Middlebourg 

was named du Pont Landing about 1868. This information was 

obtained from the Map of Christiana Hundred. 

Information. -
o(y, ~, p I 

Atlas 0£ ~tate of Delaware. Map Page 11. 
Wilmington Library. 



John J. Donoho 
ovemb r l, -1940 

,q4-
R g1on l Sur:v .,-,:, 0 ,., L ... 

1lm1ngton ubur • 

UADALE 

1nquadale (80 1~.; 536 pop~) 1 loc t don both ide 

of the Dll Pont Boule rd, approx1m tel7 t1v mil a fro the 

c nter ot ilmington. The communi~y is long and narro, with 

th ngitud1onal xi extending from t Ohrist ina Cr ek on 

the northw st to a point li~e di tance outh aat of the 

Boul vard. Th tr ct vovera n rea of 136 acres • . 
lnquadale 1a built on a portion of th tr ct p tent d 

to rnoldu De La Or nge by 1111am P nn in 1683. nth -
lan of De La Ora w re eold at publ1e aale by Sheriff 

Gideon Griffith on arch 21, 1748, thia portion waa cquired 

by 1111am Bedford. The n xt owner w s O sparua Ja uett, ho 

bought 1t from B dford in August or th ame · ye r. r7 oGin--
n1, aister of Oa p ru !!quett, c e into posse ion on hi 

d th, nd re ind th farm un 11 ay of 1761, wh n she sold 

1t to John Jaquett, r. Succeedi owners wer John Jaqu tt, 

Jr. (1790-179 )J J me R1ddl (1794-l810)J John Y. Town nd 

(l810-l823)J Jos ph Sa r (1823-1840)1 ichael Jen (1840-

1863); dook To and (l853-l854)J O org W. L..£bdell (1854• -
1911). On ov. 4, 18 l, Lobd ll conveyed a portion of the 

traot to th • nqu dal Ho ,• a Delawar Corporation to e 

to o N tor 1ndig nt a ed p ople. Th pre ent suburb now aur

roun th1a hom, which 11 till 1n op r t1on. On October 11, 

1911, t Franklin Improv ment Company cquired th r maind r 

ot the plot fro t tru t s of the eat te ot Georg • Lob• 

d 11. 'l'h co pany f 11 d to live up to 1 a nam, king no 



-2- R Surv 7 
ton ubur • 

effort to 1mprov th rop rty, nd on S pt. 17, 1917, th 

old out o the J. c. ollow y Cop ny. -
1a l tt r com ny proc e 

th land a a raid ntial co 

with th 

1ty, 

v lop nt ot 

two 

ctiona • rt ly. A plat of th portion l 1 outh at 

or the oul vard til don Sept. 17, 1917J th tot th 

po t1on nor hw at of the Boul vard waa fil don un 22, 1918. 

r t nd lot w r laid out 1 th aa nner in both s c-

tion, nd th ir de el nt haa proce ded long lik 11n •• 

Th r atr1ct1on plod on the pur ha rs of th lots by th 

• C. Hollo Comp ny h v xpir d, but. thy determin d th 

char ctr of th suburb. It provi ed: 

) j.l,..... 



r 11 n, bro 
r o th 

11 or the 
triotion 

·-3-

11 or ny 
nd ro ny 
1 tiona or 
fit nd pro-

p l of nq dal 1 lw y b n to t h e lo r-

inoom roup. lota r ol Che P, nd b Cu of the 

v ry low m n um co etruction co 

e nable t r ct hou th 

requ1r ent , th purchaser 

aub- at n rd, ccordi 

to pprov d hou tan rd. OU r built 

by t own r int r re ti • 

ny of th• 

pr ~t, th re 1• 

total of l 4 oc t upi in th uburb . in ty-two 

oft r one- to fr 

r l1ttl b tt r th n h c • 

tructure, o hie ot 1 ny 

In thia ol • ific tion m1 t 

lob 1nclud d to conv rt d troll y c r hich hav reoently 

b n ov d to th uburb n are no 

er ar, ho v r, om bett r ol 

erv1 

o th ont oul vard. In h1 

, 
r id no•• 

rtioul rly 

u of two-hoe f c1 

story hou 

brick. 

, thirty r o fram con truotion, nd t n ar 

in tr t or ve en urf' o d 1th 

C , nd r inf ir condi ion. e id t t , 1n th 

in, hav n v r b en V d , In 0 h V be n 

cind r r111 , but, or Olt of th ir 11 , th y r C -
po dot ir . er no tt r 0 1tor r • 'l'h 

only de l r tho ral eling th Boulev rd. 

ani r hav no been in all I ptic t nka 

ar u d .for w t ' 1 po 1 . Tb 1 , y t, no running 

at r in h communi -re id nt p nd on indi 1 u l 111 

tor th 1r upply . Th 1nqua l 01v1c oci tio 



-4- Re ional urvey '17 
·11m1n ton Suburbs 

j 
ha be n gitating or int 11 t1on of unnlng at r yst m 

for o e 1 # but o far has fail d to acb1 ve r ulta . It 
w,.a ter 

1 claim d y the a oci tion th t tr.e;supply at pr s nt 1 

cont minat db th septic tank . The tat o rd of Heal th 

h d nied th claim . An effort w s d to obtain ater 

from th 

ment 

ton au ply, ut the 'ilmin ton ter p rt-

id th the cot of layi mains m de t e project in-
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Regional Survey 
.Vilmington Suburbs 

ewnort (40 alt • ., 987 pop.) is located on the north bank 

of the Christina River and the main line of the Pennsylvania 

Railroad., approximately five miles from the center of, ilmington. 

The main streets - James and :Market - are the extensions, respect

ively of the Newport and Gap Turnpike and the Newport Pike., State 

roads. The boundaries of the town., roughly, are the Christina 

River., ewnort Hei hts., Lyndalia., and privately-owned land. 

In 1735., John Justis laid out 1'J ew-oort as nNewport Ayre" -
on the part of the C_£.nstantine tract which had been transferred 

to Henry Parker, a planter of Cecil County, Maryland. On the 

26th of A ril, 1731., Henry Parker conveyed a half-interest in 

this 200-acre tract to John Justis., reciting that: -
"Vb.areas Conrad Q.mistantine, by virtue of a 
warrant, had a tract of land called 1 Cold 
Harbour', lying in Christiana rlundred, on 
the north side of Christiana Creek, assigned 
to Henry Parker., ber inning at Christiana 
Creek at Rainbow Run, 100 acres ••• " 

On February 17, 1735., John Justis sold eighteen acres of 
above == 

the/tract to Samuel Marshall., who also laid out villa.a:e lots and 
,;:r 

sold the same. James Latimer, an imnortant figure in the early 

mercantile history of the town, first began purchasing lots in 

Newport on January 10., 1752. 

During the first century of its exis~ence., Newport rivaled 

Christiana and Wilmington as grain-shipping and flour-milling cen

ters. Granaries, mills., and vessels were supplied with grain 

freighted by wagon from the farms of Pennsylvania and Maryland. 
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On the return trip, the teamsters carried merchandise to the 

towns along the Lancaster and the Newport and Gap Turnpikes. 

In 1825, Newport was at the peak of its prosperity, with five 

stores and six taverns. When the city of ilmington assumed 

a commanding position as a shipping and industrial cent3r, the 

standing of ~ewport steadily declined. The establishment of a 

railroad station in 1837 temporarily stemmed the tide of denress

ion, but today, the shipping trade of Hewport is extinct, and 

there is little industrial activity of any kind. 

Few vestiges of Newport's former importance as a shipping 

and trading center remain. No traces of the once-busy wharves 

and mills are to be seen; there are, however, several interest

ing old houses in the town. The yellow-stuccoed brick store 

building at the southwest corner of James and Market Streets 

was one of Newport's busiest taverns. Former Governor John 

Penn of Pennsylvania records a visit here in 1788, and praises -
the accommodations. The old Double House next door on Market 

Street, has walls of Flemish-bond brick. • The Uyers or Parkin 

House; at t0-e southeast corner of Market and Johns St1 ... eets, is 

a carefully preserved 18th century brick house of great charm, 

with lone, low pronortions. Heavy, pent eaves extend along 

the front. The Galloway House on the west side of Johns Street, 

south of Market, is a small gambrel-roofed brick house, built 

about 1830 upon a stone foundation. 

Opposite St. James' Church at the eastern entrance of 

Newport, a marker has been erected in honor. of Oliver Evans, 

who has been called the "first great American inventor. 0 
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Evans, who was born in Newport in 1755, built steam engines as 

early as 1802 and used steampower to run boats, vehicles, and 

a dredg ing mach ine; his power-driven equipment revolutionized 

the grain-milling industry. Although others may have preceded 

him in the idea of using steampower to propel watercraft, he 

was undoubtedly the first to apply the principle to land travel. 

He died in New York on April 12, 1819. 

The first act incorporating 1ewport was passed by the 

General Assembly on April 7, 1873. It was reincorporated in 

1883, and again on March 14, 1907, under the corporate name of 

"Commissioners of Newport." Under the terms of this last act, 

the boundaries are fixed as follows: 

11 Beg inning at a point on the ,est side of Mary 
Street, at low water mark on the Nort~ shore 
of Christiana River; thence running in a 
Northerly direction along the 1fest side of 
Mary Street about two thousand eight hundred 
and fifty feet to a po i nt; thence Easterly 
and parallel with Christian Street extended, 
at the distance of one hundred and sixty feet 
Northerly from the North side thereof, to the 
land now owned by Hobert ~nam, thence Souther
ly along the line of said Robert Lynam's land 
to the Western side of St. James Cemetery, 
thence Northerly along the Nestern side of 
said cemetery to the Northwest corner, thence 
Southerly along the Easterly side of said cem
etery, the line continued straight to the 
Christiana River, low water mark, thence with 
low water of said river to the place of begin
ning.11 

Newport is governed by a Board of Commissioners, five in 

number, elected biennially on the second N. onday in January. At • 

t h is election, the Town Alderman is also selected. At the first 

meeting after the election, the Commissioners organize by elect

ing a presiding officer from among their members. This official, 

2.01 
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in common with his fellow-commissioners, serves without pay. The 

commissioners also appoint a clerk, a secretary, a tax collector, 

a bailiff, an assessor, a treasurer, a policeman, and an attorney, 

fixing the comoensation in each case. 

At present, the assessed valuation of all of the property 

in Newport is ~1,150,21~ . On this valu~tion, a property tax of 

~0.80 per ~100 is levied. In calculating the cauitation, or head 

tax, the same rate is used as that employed in figuring the proo

erty tax. For taxation purposes, each resident of voting age is 

assumed to be worth 131. Applying the rate of ~o .so per *100, 

produces an individual levy of $1 .05, or wl .00 net. Uslng the 

revenue derived from these taxes, the Commissioners pay the sal- • 

aries of the town officers, provide street lighting, sewers, 

repair the streets, and contribute to the upkeep of various civic 

enterprises . 

The streets of Newport are macadam and are kept in good 

repair. This is particularly true of the two main streets which 

intersect at the center of the town. Sidewalks are provided on 

the main streets. Overhead street lighting has been installed at 

the intersections, where identification markers are also placed. 

Curbing and storm sewers are found on the main streets only. 

Sanitary sewers, provided by the Commissioners, are used 

for waste disoosal. The town has its own water supply, obtained 

from artesian wells. ater from these wells is also used to power 

the fire hydrants which have been installed at the intersections. 

Private contractors, paid from the town treasury, attend to the 

collection of garbage and rubbish. Gas and electricity are fur

nished to the town by the Delaware Power & Light Company. 
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In addition to the town's lone police officer, who patrols 

the streets at night, po.ice protection is furnlshed by the uni

formed forces of the State and County. Cells are provided in 

the fire house for the confinement of persons awaiting trial for 

offenses committed within the town limits. In these trials, the 

Town Alderman sits as committing magistrate. Traffic is regulated 

by a 25 m.p.h. speed limit enforced within the town boundaries, 

traffic lights at the main intersection, and stop signs placed 

on the side streets. 

Mail must be called for at the postoffice , which was one 

of the first to be established in the State. The first returns 

were made on March 20, 1793, at which time William Robeson was 

postmaster. Only three postoffices in Delaware had made returns 

prior to this date. The dates given for Delaware postoffices 

before ~ovember 12, 1822, are the dates on which they made their 

first returns to the Postmaster-General, the books giving the 

actual dates of establishment having been destroyed when the 

British burned the interior of the Capitol in 1814. 

Fire protection for the town is furnished by the Minquas 

Fire Company. This is a rural volunteer unit, deriving a portion 

of the funds for its support from the State. The town commission

ers also appropriate a yearly sum to help defray expenses. The 

Minquas Company has its headquarters in a two-story masonry build

ing on J~~es Street . This building also houses a barber shop, and, 

as noted above, the town jail. 

The largest industry in Newport is the Krebs Pigment and 

Color Corporation, located on the north bank of the Christina 

hiver at James Street . This plant emnloys about 450 men at the 
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peak of production . Smaller manufacturing enterprises are the 

Norwalk Vault Company, a fibre mill, and a brick-making plant. 

Retail establishments in Newport include three grocery 

stores, two barber shops, two gas stations, a bakery, two drug 

stores, a hardware store, two lunchrooms, a general store, and 

a shoe-repair shop. Three physicians have their offices in the 

town. 

St. James' Protestant Episcopal Church, located at the 

eastern extremity of Newport , is a small frame building in the 

Gothic style of architecture, erected in 1875. The funds for 

the erection of the orifinal church were raised by means of a 

lottery in 1767. Before the completion of the structure, the 

Revolutionary War broke out, and regular meetings were never 

held here until the present church was built on the same site, 

with its surrounding graveyard . 

Newport Methodist .l:!;piscopal Church is the only other 

church in the town. Situated on Main Street , it is a brick 

structure which was erected in 1864. 

The Henrik J. Krebs School , a modern brick structure on 

the Newport and Gap Turnpike, is the elementary and junior high 

school for the district. Senior high school students attend the 

Henry C. Conrad School in Richardson Park. 

Newport has many oraanizations, fraternal and civic. In 

addition to those which are affiliated with the churches, there 

are the \!omen 's Civic Club, the Minquas Fire Company and its 

Ladies' Auxiliary, the N~wport Recreation Committee, the Newport 

Branch of the Women 's Christian Temperance Union , the Delaware 

Grange , a lodge of the Improved Order of Red Men , a Masonic Lodge, 
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and two Boy Scout Troops. The Masonic Temple, a two-story brick 

building on Market Street, houses the Post Office on the first 

floor and has lodge rooms on the second. The 1omen 1 s Civic Club 

has its headquarters in a modern one-story brick building on 

Augustine Street , at the eastern entrance to the town. Meetin~s 
'-· 

of the Town Commissioners and other civic gatherings are held on 

the second floor of the fire house. Red Men 's Hall, a two-story 

brick building, located at the eastern town limits , has been 

purchased by the congregation of St. James' Protestant Episcopal 

Church for use as a parsonage . 

Healthful, outdoor, recreational facilities for the chil

dren of Newport are afforded by the well-equinned playground, 

recently completed on a large plot of ground adjacent to the Krebs 

School . Constructed by the 1 'orks Projects Administration, under 

the sponsorship of the Town Commissioners, this playground has all 

of the approved play equi~ment, and is provided with sanitary 

facilities, housed in a substantial stone building. 

Vv'i thin the town limits of Newnort , there has been little 
. 

recent home construction. At the western extremity of Newport , 

on a nlot formerly known locally as "the gravel pit, 11 a housing 

development called "Stonehurst 11 has been started by the Scroggins 

Construction Company. Twelve houses have been completed in this 

development, which is planned to include sixty like structures. 

These are two-story dwellings, designed in a modified English 

style of architecture. They are solidly constructed of stone, 

with frame gables . All of the public utilities to be found in 

the town of Newport are available, but as yet, the streets have 
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not been surfaced. The selling price of these dwellings is 

~5,850, and they may be financed through the Federal Housing 

Administration . 
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was responsible for the development of the suburb . Lots were laid out 

with an average frontage of twenty feet and d pth of one hundred fe t; 

streets, fifty feet in width, ere cut through . The sole restriction 

contained in the deed provided that only pr1v te d ellings be erected 

in the community . 

Since the expiration of these restrictions in January 1928, 

Penn-Rose, particularly that portion which borders on riarket Street, 

has become highly commercialized. Among the business enterprises 

conducted are: A grocery store, a delicatessen, a barber shop, a 

gasoline service station, a lawnmo1er repair shop, a garage and auto

mobile repair shop, a restaurant and taproom, to coalyards, a used 

car sales ency, a cleaning and dyeing plant, two automobile painting 

shops, a metal products plant (copper and metal smiths) , and the office 

and shop of a plumbing and heating contractor . 

In general design and the type of materials employed in construction, 

the houses here tend to follow city practice rather than the usual 

suburban style . Frame construction, reversing the usual trend, is used 

in a minority of the dwellings . Of a total of one hundred and fifteen 

structures, fifty- eight are to-story brick buildings; fifteen others 

are two-story frame . They are constructed in the familiar city row 

pattern in sections having to, four, six, or ei t units . The 

ubiquitous bun.gale is not entir ly ne lected; there are twenty-seven 

homes representing each of the several variations on this theme. 

All streets are surfaced with asphalt and are kept in fairly 

good condition • • treat lighting, provided by the Levy Court of ew 

Castle County, 1s exceptionally good; overhead electric lamps are 

found at all intersections and at the extremities of the dead- end 
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streets. Because of the lack of p ved gutters and the practice follo ed 

by many residents of dr 1n1ng waste water directly into the streets, 

stagnant pools are for ed at the lot borders . 1th the lone exception 

of t l ose on arket Stre t, no continuous side alks are provided; many 

houses, particularly those built in ro fashion , have sidewalks hicb 

extend only to th lot borders . street markers have not been placed; 

the lack 1s not serious since the east- est streets are a continuation 

of those ithin the ilmington city limits, which are adequately marked, 

and there is only on north-south street (fin Street ,) para leling arket. 

City gas, ater, and electr1c1ty are available . ail del1ver1e 

are made twice daily by carri r rking out of the ilmington Post 

Office . Sanitary se rs have not been installed; septic tanks are used 

for aste disposal . Garbage and rubbish removal are by private contract; 

ch indiscriminate dump1n bas been done· on the vacant lots and on the 

outskirts of the suburb. 

Police protection is furnished by the uniformed forces of the 

county and state . Penny Hill State Police Station 1s one-half-of a mile 

north of enn-Rose . The nearest of th rural volunteer fire deoartments 

1s Brandywine dred Com a y , located at ellefonte . The lack of fire 

hydrants in the suburb h p rs the efficiency of the firemen , and also 

results in 1 h insurance rate . 

The childr n of enn- Rose receive their elementary and Junior High 

School education at the .ount Pleasant School on Duncan Road in 

Bellefonte . This modern school , built seven years ago to cconnnodate 

700 pupils, is already in danger of overcro ding, and a movement to 

construct an addition has been started . Senior high school students 

attend the Claymont High School . 

The only organization in Penn-Rose is that of the ·111m1ngton 
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J. J. Donohoe 
December 12, 1939 

PENNY HILL 

REGIONAL SURVEY 
Wilmington Suburbs 

Penny Hill (120 alt., 152 pop.) is located on both sides 

of the Wilmington and Philadelphia Turnpike, between Edge Moor 

Road and Gordon Heights. As originally constituted, the area 

of twenty acres extended for about 200 yards on either side of 

the Pike, but the growth of the suburb has been confined almost 

entirely to the south side. This situation was brought about 

by the sale of the larger portion of the northern section to 

the Delaware Power and Light Company in 1926. On this land, 

huge steel towers have been erected to carry high tension 

wires. After crossing the Pike, these wires traverse a similar 

but much smaller strip between the western limit of Penny Hill 

and the stone quarry which borders Edge Moor Road. 

The earliest recorded owner of this tract was John Bradford. 

John Beeson, appointed administrator of Bradford's estate by 

the Orphans Court, sold the property to Isaac Stevenson on 

August 20, 1807. The next owner was Isaac Preston, who acquired 

it three years later and lost it at sheriff's sale to James 

Grubb on May 18, 1819. 

By the terms of the last will and testament of James Grubb, 

this tract was devised to his daughter, Ann Smith, for life, 

with the remainder of his estate to be divided equally among 

his other children. Ann Smith died intestate on March 1, 1884; 

the other heirs, being unable to agree upon a partition of the 

farm, petitioned the State Chancellor to settle the matter. 
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REGIONAL SURVEY 
Nilmington Suburbs 

Penny Hill 

The latter ordered the property sold at public auction oh 

November 10, 1886; Sarah Wier was the highest bidder. After 

deduction of legal fees, the proceeds were divided equally 

among the other heirs, thirty-eight in number. 

Sarah Wier conveyed the tract, in trust to her daughter, 

Margaret, on June, 1893, with the proviso that it be reconveyed 

to her, if at any time in her life, she so directed in writing 

or made it a condition of her will. Sarah Wier, however, died 

intestate and letters testamentary were granted to Margaret 

in September of 1900. The tract was described as ttall that 

certain farm or tract of land at 'Shell Pott Hill' in Brandy

wind Hundred, New Castle County and State of Delaware, known 

as the 'Preston Farm,' containing about Twenty acres, situate 

and lying on both sides of the Philadelphia Turnpike, and bounded 

by lands of John Aldman, Henry Beeson, David ~enny and others." 

Miss Wier had the plot surveyed and laid out in building 

lots in 1907 but a copy was not filed at the office of the 

Recorder of Deeds until 1917. Penny Hill was named in honor 

of the Penny family, long-time residents in this vicinity. One 

of the projected streets, never to materialize, was called 

Penny Avenue. Miss Wier did not push the development of the 

plot. and as a result, by the time of her death, which occurr~ed 

in June 1920, only five lots had been sold. On these, flanking 

the north side of the Pike, the oldest houses in the suburb 

are erected. 

By the terms of her will, the unsold portion of the tract 

was bequeathed in equal shares to James s. and Robert Wier 

Conly. Harry Emmons was appointed administrator with power to 
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Penny Hill 

sell the property or apnortion it as he saw fit. Emmons 

turned over the undivided plot to James Conly, the elder, 

who conveyed the title to his sons on November 18, 1926. 

In 1931, the Conlys began active development of the 

community. In order to insure uniformity, they built the 

houses, and sold house and lot as a unit. These houses are 

on the south side of the Philadelphia Turnpike and both sides 

of Hillcrest and Wier Avenues. At the present time, there 

are no vacant lots in Penny Hill. 

All of the houses at Penny Hill are single family, 

detached dwellings with private, detached garages at the rear 

of the lots. The older homes, located facing the north side 

of the Pike, are large two-and-one-half-story, square plan 

structures, set well back from the road on spacious lots. 

Four are of frame construction; the other is partly stone and 

partly frame. The houses built by the Conlys fall i nto two 

general classifications: those on Wier Avenue and those on 

Hillcrest Avenue and on the south side of the Pike . 

There are thirteen in the former group. These are two-

story dwellings, following the same general style of architecture, 

built with a variety of materials. Frame construction, exclu

sively, is used in eight houses; four combine frame and brick; 

only one is built entirely of brick. They are so placed on 

generous sized lots as to insure a maximum of fresh air and 

sunshine. Macadam sidewalks flank the front lawns; from these, 

brick-paved paths lead to the entrance doorways. Green shutters 

form a pleasing contrast with the gleaming white of the main 

portion; this color scheme is faithfully duplicated throughout 
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Penny Hill. 

REGIONAL SURVEY 
Wilmington Suburbs 

Penny Hill 

In the second classification, there are nineteen uni~s. 

Of these, seventeen are duplicate one-and-one-half-story, 

frame bungalows; conforming even in minor details, they give 

the impression of having been formed from the same master mold. 

The other two houses, although following the bungal~ pattern, 

are more substantially constructed of masonry. The lots are 

larger than is usual with houaes in this price class, providing 

a generous setback from the streets; the lawns are well groomed. 

Concrete sidewalks have been laid on the Philadelphia Pike; 

Hillcrest Avenue lacks this convenience. 

Gas, electricity, and water are obtained from the Wilming

ton supply. Sanitary. sewers are nrovided for all residences; 

storm sewers are installed on the Pike and on ~illcres~ Avenue. 

Garpage and waste removal is _made through private contract; 

restrictions against indiscriminate dumping are observed. Car

riers from the Wilmington postoffice deliver mail twice daily. . . 

Polic~ protection is furnished by the uniformed forces of 

the County and State. The rural volunteer companies, th~ closest 

of which is the Brandywine Hundred Fire Company at Bellefonte, 

protect the commu~ity against lo~s from fire; hydrants inst~lled 

on the Pike and on Hillcrest Avenue minimize the danger and 

diminish fire insurance rates. 

Wier Avenue is the only street wholly withln the confines 

of the suburb. It is wide, and well p~ved with maQadam, but 
is 

lacks both gutters and curbing. This/a dead-end street, ex-

tending eastward one block from Hillcrest Avenue to the lands 

of the Delaware Power and Light Company; at this extremity, a 

row of evergreens is planted. Street-name markers and overhead 
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lighting are found at intersections. 

REGIONAL SURVEY 
Wilmington Suburbs 

Penny Hill 

The children of this district receive instruction in 

elementary and junior high school subjects at the Mount Pleasant 

Junior High School in the neighboring town of Bellefonte; senior 

high school students attend the Claymont High School. Congre

gations of the leading religious denominations maintain churches 

in Hillcrest and Bellefonte. 

There are no busi:1ess or manufacturing establis_hments in 

Penny Hill proper. Numer~us retail stores, stoc~ing all the 

usual household needs, are located in the nearby commu~ities, 

within easy walking distance. The trackless coaches, which 

maintain a regular schedule on the Pike and on Hillcrest Avenue, 

furnish qne-fare transportation to the shopping and business 

centers of Wilmington. 

References: 

Deeds Records: 03, p. 222; V3, p. 439; Ul3, p. 207; Dl6, p.472; 
V25, p. 601; Z25, p. 370; V36, P• 66; M37, p. 601; 
R37, p. 601; N34, pp. 498, 500. 

Will Record: W2, p. 542. 



J • J. Donohoe 
March 15, 1940 

PENNY HILL TERRACE 

13~ 
Regional survey 

Wilmington Suburbs 

Penny Hill Terrace (220 alt . , 184 pop.) is situated east 

of the Philadelphia Turnpike, two miles northeast of the center 

of Wilmington . The 15½ acre plot is bounded on the west by 

the Pike, on the north by Lenderman Heights, on the east by Len

derman Terrace, and on the south by Gordon Heights and Hillcrest. 

Penny Hill Terrace is practically a one-street suburb; sixty 

percent of the houses are located on Beverly Place between the 

Pike and Blue Rock Avenue. 

Penny Hill Terrace was surveyed and laid out as a residential 

community in 1915, and the sale of lots was begun in June of 

1916. Mary E~ Y3asey, who had acquired the tract by two purchases 

(eight acres from the Weldin heirs in November of 1901 and seven 

and one-half acres from Robert w. Lowry in February of 1915), was 

the developer. Each of these plots traces back to John Weldin. 

John Weldin bought the first section from Will i am Bright 

in August of 1839 . This was a part of the original g_rant 

"known by the name of the 'Bite', which was patented to 

Peter Mounce and others in one thousand six hundred 

Between the time of the original grant and 1839, the land was ovned 

by William Mounce (1723-46 ), George and Ann Stanton (1746-63), 
: -

Daniel and Deborah Cable (1763-1809), William and Isaac Lenderman -
(1809-36) and Villiam Bright (1836-39) . 

~ 

In 1805, Weldin inherited the second section, which was a 

portion of the esta t e accumulated by his grandfather, John Allmond. 

This was a part of the large tract which Allmond bought from 

Jacob Lawson in ·November 1794. Lawson was a descendant of Lawsey 

0llason, who was granted a patent by William Penn in February 1688, -
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confirming a patent granted by Governor Francis Lovelace on 

May 16, 1670, for 

"one hundred sixty acres and a half acre 
of land, part of the sai·d Eight hundred 
acres and a half acre of land (belonging 
to or called Virdritige Hook in the County 
of Newcastle upon Delaware)--." 

Conditions, formulated by Mary E. Veasey, are contained in -
the deeds to lots in this suburb. Although the time limit on 

these restrictions expired on Jan. 1, 1939, they served their .,, 
purpose, since, by that date, the community was almost solidly 

built up. Under these terms, it was provided tha~: 

0 there shall not be erected on any portion of 
the within described lands, any building or 
buildings in which shall be carried on any 
business offensive, noxious or detrimental to 
the use of said lands or any part thereof for 
private residence. Nor shall said lands be 
used for any purpose which will create a nui-
sance. No open cesspool, privy building, 
piggery or any offensive stable shall be main
tained thereon. No poultry or pigeons shall 
be raised for commercial purposes. No wooden 
fences shall be erected thereon. No bui~ding 
or bui~dings shall be erected on the within 
described lands until the plan of said building 
shall be submitted to and approved by the party 
or the first part (Mary E. Veasey) in writing. 
No building shall be built on the within des-
cribed lands at a distance of less than twenty-
five feet 01· the southwest side of Beverly 
Place." 

There are 46 individual housing units in Penny Hill . T rrace. 

With the sole exception of a two-apartment stru~ture, all resi

dences here are single-family dwellipgs, constructed on spa~ious 

lots which have a minimum frontage of fifty feet. In architecture, 

comfort , and durability of materials and workmanship are stressed, 

and no effort has been made to insure uniformity of style. In 

choice of construction methods, frame and masonry types are 

evenly divided; sixty percent of the houses have two or two-and

one-half stories and contain seven to ten rooms. Anted~ting the 
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suburb is the Veasey home, a large stone structure set on 

spacious grounds at the intersection of the Philadelphia Pike 

and Lore Avenue. 

Business enterprises conducted in Penny Hill Terrace are 

a grocery store, unit in a national chain, hoqsed in a one

story stucco structure on the Pike; a tourist home and a lawn 

mower sharpening shop, both on Beverly Place. A medical doQtor 

maintains an office and residence on .Beverly Place. 

ater, gas, and electricity are furnished to the dwellings 

of the community from the Wilmington supply. The Levy Court 

of New Castle County has installed sanitary sewers throughout 

the suburb. Storm sewers, fed by steel gratings p~aced on each 

lot, carry off excess surface water on Beverly Place and t~e 

Pike. The lack ·of similar sewers on Lore Avenue, where open 

roadside ditches are used for drainage, results in the formation 

of disease-breeding, stagn~nt pools • . Door-to-door mail delivery 

is made twice daily by carriers operating from the Wilmington 

Postoffice. 

The macad~m •paved surface of the streets is in excellent 

condition. This paved portion is amply wide for tw9-way traf1•ic, 

but paved parking strips, gutters, and curbing ar~ not provided. 

Lack of these conveniences is the cause of much discomfort in 

bad weather. Continuous concrete sidewalks have been laid on 

Beverly Place and the Pike; these accommodat~ons are not found 

on woodside and Lore Avenues. Street lighting is adequate; all 

houses are numbered and street identification markers are placed 

at all intersections. Traffic control is provided by stop signs 

at the Philadelphia Pike and a speed limit of twenty-five miles 

per hour in the suburban bounds. 

Police protection is supplied by the uniformed forces of 
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the State and County. The-Brandywine Hundred Fire Company 

at Bellefonte is the closest of the rural volunteer units 

which, aided by strategically placed high-pressure fire 

hydrants, minimize the fire hazard and keep insurance rates 

at city levels. 

Trackless trolley coaches, operated on a regular schedule 

to Bellefonte, and busses, which run on the Philadelphia Pike, 

afford swift and economical transportation to the business and 

shopping centers of Wilmington. 

Educational facilities for the children of Penny Hill Ter

race are provided by the Mount Pleasant Junior High School in 

Bellefonte, and the Claymont Senior High School in Claymont. 

Free bus transportation to the latter is provided by the State 

Board of Education. 

There are no churches located in Penny Hill Terrace nor are 

there any social or civic organizations whose activities are 

confined solely to this community. Indiv5dual residents muy be 

members of such Brandywine Hundred organizations as the Blue 
= 

Rock Century Club (senior and junior), the Mount Pieasant 
: 

Parent-Teachers Association, the Brandywine Hundred Fire Company, 

the Brandywine Hundred Civic Association, and similar groups. 
~ 

References 

Deeds Records: Ql, p. 336; Y2, p. 265; E3, p. 401; H3, p. 247; 
I4, p. 184; X4, p.123; P6, p. 188, p. 198; Vl8, 
p. 171; Rl8, p. 576; T25, p. 6Ui; K25, p. 293; 
B33, p. 310. 

Will Record: Q, p. 209. · 
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G •• Bro ning 
1. ho pson- all 

I I GTO SUBU S 2.4t-° 

Jun 29, 1938 

PL OUTH 

Plymou h, a tiny suburb wet ot wport nd t 

of Silvi w, it northern lin th Chri tiana 1ke and its 

outJh rn lin th Penn y;vania 

of about 20 crea. 

ilroad, oocup1e an ar 

On the outhern id, two- tory tone bu1ld1 of ight 

room, w 11 had dis known a th Hi-Ho Inn. Four oth r 

two-story framer id noes on this prop rty, looted on th 

sam aid ot th pike, f ce th Christiana Pike. 

In th rear ot th a prop rti and alo aid th 

P nn ylvania Railroad re th ball grounds of the wport -
B seb 11 Club. G es r held t lea t twic w kly duri 

the umm r, u ually ft r six o'clock in the evening. Sunday 

ba ball 1 permitted. ootball is al o pl yed here in 

s ason, in th afternoon, and al o t v ry Sund y. As 11 

grandstand ta abou 500. 

Two streets, running north nd sou.th, ent r this rop rty. 

either 1a improv d. There are no ero treet. 

Th population, all whit, i stim t d t 15 to h 

fiv hous • 11 conveni no availabl to Silvi w, exc pt 

found hr. 

flo r gard na. 

Th hom ar w 11 shad I nd h V 
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IL I GTON UBUR AN UR 

List of Complet d Article on Subw:b 

- A.apoca I 

2 -•Ashley ./ 

3 - •Avalo 1 

BeJl 00 ✓ 

59 --Doll vue 

6 - 1 ider 

7c .... O 00 

8 .. Brack-Ex ✓ 

o.-"-Brandywin Springs ✓ 

10 --Brookland Terrao ✓ 

11.--carroroft ✓ 

12.-•Codar Rei ts ✓ 

13••"Circle City I 

14 --Cleland Height / 

15.••Colonial Heights 

16,-•Coolin Terrac 

17 ... c1"ans ton Heights ✓ 
j 

18,. EastbUl"n Height 

l ••Eden Park Gardens / 

20.-- g oor ✓ 

21.-- e toor Terr c ✓ 

2:a.--M ewood Hill 

23.-•Elliott's Addition / 

24.-•Elmhurst ✓ 

25.--Fl1nnv1 w 

26.--Forost Park ✓ 

27.-Frederick's Ad tion ✓ 

a.-•Glynrlch V 

./ 29.--Gordon Heights 

30.-•Gwinhurst ✓ 

31.-•llamilton Park ✓ 

32.--Hayden Park v 

33.-•Hi point ✓ 

34.--Hillcrest / 
~ .--Holloway Terrace v~" 

36.--Holly Oak v 
'J7.--Home tad 

38.--Idell 

3 .--Keystone 

40.-- amons1 

( Con't on Next Page) 
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Str ts pav d or unp v d, treet ma-..1,,J..11<,.s 

Tran portat~on fac1lit1 s 

Tr fie Control 

He th condition, R Cro , ambulances, doctor 

Church a, ohools d kindergart n 

Pl yground and park 

Type ot building d u ual siz of lot · 

Tax rate and fire in ur e 

Bu.sin es and industrial plants 

ou ing, ,pric s of n w hou a, Fed ra1 hou ing and 
al 

Str , lak their condition 

Flyiilg fi lds 

Club, fratern~l and political organization, nnual 
s, mus .. cal organ z t1ons, Ladie • 

Pre nta work1 1n ilmington 

Point of int~r st, bu1la1n s of note, rapidity of 
o h 

c et r1 s 

B. Est Suburbs 
(Tr t d a Above) 

c. 
Above) 

D. South Suburbs 
(Treat as Above) 

V. B1blio Pb1' 

VI. Ind .x 



IL I GTON SUBUR SURVEY 

Liat ot Suburban Articl •• 

1. * lapooaa 

2. An line V1ll ge 

3. Arden 
Ard n 
Ard n t t1on 
Ardentown 

4. •hl y 

5. *Avalon 

6. Be ohwold 

7. * lvider 

a. B lle!'onte 

9. B llemoor 

10 B llevu 

ll. *Boxwood 

12. *Br ck-Ex 

13. , Brand wine pr1 

14. *Brookland Terr c 

15. C rrcrott 

. 16. Ce 1 ht 

17 • ...Circle City 

18. Ola,nont 
Big r Tract 
Cla ont Addition 
Ola ont C nter 
Claymont Height• 
Claymont Terrac 
toe dale 

19. 'Clel nd H 1 hta 

20. Colonial He1 ht 

21. Concord anor 

22. Cooling Terrace 

23. Cragl!lere 

24. -ft Crane ton H ight• 

25. Deerhurst 

26. *Eaatb'UJ"n Heights 

27. •Eden Park Gard na 

28. dge or 

29. E e oor T rraoe 

30. •Edg wood Hille 

~l. Elliott• Addition 

32. lmhurat 

33. Elamer 
Elsme 
Oak Grov 

34. Fl1nnv1 w 

35. For st P rk 

6. Forwood 

37. Fr d rick'• Addition 

38. il-Olynr1oh 

39. ~ord.011 H 1ght 

o. -a-Ow1nhur t 

41. Hamilton rk 

2. Hagle7 

43. Hayden Park 

2S( 

'. 
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L NGTO SUBURB . SURVEY 

Lit of Suburb Artiol 

1.---Arden ✓ 
A den 

rden Station 
··~~~~-to 

2••••.Anol n V lag~ ✓ 

,.. • -Boo :wold ✓ 

4 • - Bell f ont ✓ 

5 ,-- Cl ont 
Bi g r Tract 
Clnymo t A dit on / 
Claymont C nter v 
Ol ymont I 1ght 
Olaymont T rrac 
Stockdru.e 

a.--concord 

7.---cragmer i/ 

s.-- erhurst -

9•••- lsm 
Elsmer ✓ 
Oak ov 

od ✓ 

11••-H gl y v 

12.-H nry Clay✓ 

13••-t.iftwood 

14.-- cDani 1 Height ./ 

# # 

ot Completed 

15.- on chanin ✓ 

✓ 
16.-- t.Cub 

17.-North rt ✓ 

ort ✓ 

.--Rockle.nd _/ 

20.-River ide Gard n ✓ 

22.--Talleyville ✓ 

23••-The C dar ✓ 

24.-- estfield 

25••• est V DV 

26.-- stwoo anor ✓ 

27.-- 1 od ./ 
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Pagel: List of Suburbs Described. 
P. 2: 11 11 " to be ir • 

Avalon 
Belvidere 

Bellmoor 

Boxwood and Boxwood Addition 

Brandywine Springs 

Cedar Heights 

Delaware Park 

Flinnview 

Hayden Park 

Hilltop 

Homestead 

Idella 

Kiamensi 

Liberty 

Lyndalia -

Masonicville 

Meadowbrook 

Middleborough and Additional Material 

Newport Heights 

Plymouth 

8ilview 

Stanton and st~nton Heights 

Tuxedo Park 

Westfield 

Woodcrest 

CURRENT 
~,

Fl LE 



Suburbs 

The suburbs above,southwest of Wilmington, the northwest, the 

northeast, the southeast, and southern sections, are being covered 

according to their listing . The following suburbs, approximately 

100, remain to be completed: Elmhurst, Ashley,' Richardson Park . 

Glynrich,' Cleland Heights, Marshallton Heights, Marshallton Addition, 

~· arshallton, Greenbank, C~anston Heights, Brookland Terrace, Price 1 s 

Corner, Woodward Addition, Frederick's Addition, Roselle Terrace, 

Cooling Terrace, Brack-Ex, Forest Park, Oak Grove, Colonial Park, 

Greenville, Westover Hills, Westmoreland, Rising Sun, Hagley Yards, -
Talleyville, Wilmont, Concord Manor, McDaniel Heights, Sharpley 

Heights, Alapocas, Wickwo od, Sil verside Heights, Welshire, Liftwood, 

Carrcroft, Wo odside Hills, Gwynhurst, Claymont Heights, Arden, Arden

town, Claymont Addition, Overlook Colony, Claymont Terrace, Bigger 

Tract, Forwood, North Hurst, Worthland, Claymont Center, Stockdale, 

Greenhill, Holly Oak, Hilltop Manor, Bellevue Manor, Cragmere, River

side Garden, Lindamere, Phillip Heights, Hillcrest, Gordon Heights, 

Edgevrood Terrace, Edgewood Hills, Edgemoor, Villa Monterey, High 

Point, North Hills, Brandywine Hills, Eden Park Gardens, Hazel Dell, 

Hamilton Park, Holloway Terrace, Buttonwood, Castle Heights, Wilmington 

Uanor, Farnhurst, Fernhook, and Minquadale. 

We have been working for some time on r1 iddleborough Road, a point 

of large historical interest, and there are many items yet to be 

collected on Middle Bourg , at the end of Middleborough Road, which 

will be of historic value. This will be continued when it is possible 

to return to this assignment. 
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G. K. Browning 
El. Thomp on- alls IL NGTO SUBURBS 
Jun 28., 1938 

SILVI 

Silvi ., 60- er tract, s1tu ted Just est of ewport, 

bound d on the north by Christian Pike., south by the Pennsylvania 

Rail.road, east by smaller s ction, ~own a Plymouth., and west 

by f rm o ed by the Am rican rick Company, Inc • ., was opened -
for dev lop t by Charle D. cCle ry in 1928. It 1a· a privat 

underta.K1ng by S1lv1ew., Inc.• of which w. Howard '£!Ylor_, ot Richard--
son Park., 1s president. 

Seven avenue of S1lv1ew running north and south, ar 

known as Glenside., Oakmont, Westmont• Adelphia, Silvi w, Lindbergh, 

and Hardi Avenues, l. be1 am1es1te-surfaced street except 

Harding Avenue. oodbine and indso ar the only :venues that run 

east and 

standarda. 

st. Str et are ark with namel d tal signs on iron 

s, electricity, water, sewers, street car service, street 

lighting, side alks, fir protection., and postoff1c ar among th 

conv n1enc s. It 1 one of th ~irst unincorporated ction in the 

State to have seer e system. In the south est corner is one 
' 

artesian w 1 sunk by the .Artesian ater Company, cotmected with its 

plant 1n TUxedo Park. This co pany supplies wat r in addition. to 

h ving l id w t r mains for f'1re protection. The incµ s Fir 

Company, of' wport~ is th nearest fir station; this company 

motor-driven appar tus which h s met the Fir Underwriters' Asso

ciation r qu1r enta. 

Tax ar paid only to th county and State~ the f'1r 

1nsuranc rate ha 1ng been cut nearly 40 per cent sine install tion 
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ot water mains and hydrants tor tir protecti on. 

Silvi w is entirely a re 1dent1al section. '1h houses 

number 250, all on so-toot lots, or large~, at• being construct 

ot brick, ton and s tucco, but the majority of fr • In the 

in, the hows a e two- tory, with ate of bungalow type. 

F cing Chri t1ana Pi~•• b tween Oakmont and Adelphia 

Avenue, 1a Sil.vi w Inn, a large three tory rr - structur h1ch 

1 al o th postoffic • Restaurant service 1• availabl at th Inn, 

and b 

w t, one 

ot t 

ets ar rr qu nt, usually tor f~aternal organ1zat1ona. 

'!her ar two brick ator s alongside S1lv1 • Inn, on th 

groo ry and th otb r general store. A third cery, 

construction, stan ab tw nth • 

17 ( 

Th n ar t church is th tho 1st Ep1sco al, ark t Str t, 

ort, ven blocks distant, while st. J a Episcopal Church ia 

on the e tre t, three blocks nearer 1lm1rigton. 

Kr bs School, wport, is th closest educational 1nst1tut1on; 

on Gap Pik, N wport, it acco odatu pupils up to an including 

junior high school. Thereaf"t r, pupil tt nd th Henry c. Conr 

High School, on Bo od Rod• Richard.eon P • 
T population st1 t d at approx1 tely 1,000 is all 

white, al oat a11 n ti •born, and th re is not Ingle egro 

family in thi develo ent. Th tew to ign-born ar Italian. 

att nt1on 1 1ven to the cultivation of flow r and shrubbery, and 

th r are numerous s era ke p s 1 p 8 

or 1c •• l h e tr h ~ been planted sine 1928, but sh de 

will pl within a few years. 

Th re 1 • aa y t, no cone rt d tfort to to ci 1 o other 

kind of community 

ot any kind. 

oci tio •• d th r is no tr ternal buil 1 
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S1lv1ew waa origin lly 74-acr t 

John • and Frederick Snyder, brother• 

Silvi w 

own jointly by 

Except for th stor a entioned, there no busine a 

ent rpris • M t of tb r sidenta ar employed ;n 1lm1ngton, 

a numb r working at Krebs Plant, N wport, d a r w with th oo 

Pr erving Corporation, which adjoin S1lv1 • on the southw st side 

or th P nnsylvan1 Ra1lro d. 

This s ction is ntir ly lev land ha an elevation ot 

poroxim t ly 80 feet. 

tr ct1on 11n or the ilmington and Ph1lad lphi 

action Company ends at Lindbergh Av nu. Th tirst car v 1labl 

in th orn.1 1 av s for 1lmington at 5:45 o'clock, and the 1st 

one t night lava at 12:45 o'clock for the same point. 

Th r are two gas stations in S1lv1ew d every h 

its gr • 

Police prot ction co es from th Rural and St te ~olic. 

st m 1 trat 1s in Richardson Park. Voting is don t 

Rd en' H 11, wport • . 
Silvi w 1a one of th 18 tract op ned and brought forward 

by Charle D. cCleary in the p t 35 y ar , 11 b ing suburban to 

1lm1~to. 



John J . Donoho 
ov. 18, 1940 

T 

uburb 

D S'11 T HEI TS 

ta ton 00 a ., 595 o . ) , on or the lder unincor o -

t d to n 1nclud d ithin th b 1 six ilea 

est of ilmi ton on th ilmington- Chri tiana Turnpike, near 

t j nction or th R it Clay Cr k • he olde t 

villa in il Cr undred, it a fir t no n a Cuckolds town, 
-=-

rec iv ng its r nt n e bo t 1825. · A po tot'fic as estab-

11 h d t tanton on OV b r , l 26 1 with Abraham ~oy 

l it elle Ste. nton n th A lat 7, 
/ 

Po t l u1 • r, 

According to charf 1s History of Delawar , then e 

chan 1n honor t ph n Stanton, b came the o er . 

t ph n tanton w s la.r lantation o er of th arly 19th 

c ntury, hi pro rti lying mo tly 1n encad r :undred. e 

bought land in Cuc ol town about l o. ranci • ~och, in 

nvirons , 

(), 

k-

1 or th arly h sto ot tanton, rites of the flour mill on 

th Rd Clay Cr k , b ck of the villa , n ar th house built by 

A. • Stanton in 17 o." It ld em certain, ther for _ that 

th town 01 sit n et th St nton f ily. 

In the late y are of the 18th century and the fir t d cade 

of th 9th, Cuckoldstown riv 1 d hi pi nd trad-

n cent r . hips of mod rt rat wer able to sail u Re 

Clay r k to ti u it 1harve I nd lad farm. roduce frei ht-



d fr h f 

Lim d . 

fo t to s 

a.nc te1 .. Turn 

ri t d 

l 79 . he arl1 

te.nto on t 

cc rd ,l to n 

bor on cto r l 

Th ill on 

of 11 

Th 

1 

• 
mill 

t 11 

- ... St 
t 

r H ndr d by ta.mater vi th 

med 1 e 1th ere o. d 

j ce t . h d nd to th 

ere located a anton early 

in 111 re k ed a built in 

land o d by Charl a an John l tkin • 

nt 

I ,l 79 , 

m de by th with 0 of the nei h-

th m 11 locat di 

that Lyeth b t n 
d . Char e . 1se s 

Vhite Clay Cr e - " 

banks of th l ed lay and 7h.1 t . Cl y Cre k 

r 1 d c iv until th 1 70 1 , but th only tr c left n 

1 of a mill that burned in 5 . Th aters of Rd 

Cly C V ho 1 o tat na 1 tion i no lo r a ibl . 

tin tri at r ent . 

h t • r i inter ects th Pi I 

the • • t ton hou , ric tc Colon! 1 tructur , till 

• h larg bric house , no u ed as a tore ., at th 

t corner of th ain int r ect1on, as tavern ke t in 

1797 P tor ri er. 

rk r ha been r· ct d on ·he so th id of the 1lm1 -
ton- Chri t n rn 1 , jut ,.. t of t nton . Th in cri tion 

r : 

erican Army nm.bering 11 , 000 encam d 
n d 1 y Cre k ort pt mb r 
, 1777. arthwor con t~~ct for 

rt ctio r th r 1 inly vis -
ge of th hill overlook1n 

2. 74-
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St ton Heights 

RE I_ 

ins or por ion of tn 

farm f A. S tt rth ait ., 

rth ork ay b foun on the 

hundr yards nor t h of his home. 

Ther 1 littl of int r tin th d elli in hioh -~ 

j ity of' th tin of tanton hou ed. They ar 

usually to- tory ~rame tructure , buil in !'O • f l 1~n., 11th 

the building 11n extend d to th sia alk. an re un nted 

and littl att ntion ha b n id to the cultiv ton of gra 

and lo r . h hous in Stanton Height , north of the 1ke 

are of alt r perio but d1ff r little from t e old rd ell-

in rch t ctur and construction . Thi ortion of th in 

to !'l8.S t rt d a r al state development in 1918 by 

Harry D. Bould n , h purch 
::::: 

the f rm of Clar nae _ajor , and 

ubdivided it into buildin lot . 

ill o d , th Lime ton Road, an tho Turnpike , which r 

linked 1th th 3tat 

on of th ini 

ighway yst , r concrete hi hay . 

tr t of Stanton are hard- urfao d; in 

ome int nc , t4 y h v be n gravel tilled. Th re a e no 

~id lk ., gutt r or to e rs . tr et light are provid d 

only at t e int r ction of th Turnpik and th 

t ere r no tr t dentification marker • 

111 oad; 

, which oonn ct 1th the of the tr ckle s coach 

lin t Silvi , rv a public c rr1 r for th community . 

and 1 otricity r rovid d . Th rte ian ater Comp ny 

bas xt nd d it racil1t1 a to tanton, but many of th re identa 

v not av 11 th 

th 1r tr upply . 

lve of th 

an ry e r 

rvice , relying on ells for 

v not been install&dJ 

th b ckye.rd privy 1 th primary method us d for 1ast die osa.l , 

although som of th d ellin ar conn ete 1th priv t e tio 
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1ndu trial . Th to ale 
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ri mutual 
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John J. Donohoe 
December 16, 1940 

STOCKDALE 

Regional Survey 
Wilmington Suburbs 

Stockdale (60 alt., 156 pop.) is situated between the Phila

delphia Turnpike and the Governor Printz Boulevard, northeast of 

Grubb's Landing Road, at a distance of about seven miles from the 

center of Wilmington . The irregularly shaped tract includes an 

area of 59.88 acres. 

Stockdale dates its development from August 1921, when the 

plot was surveyed as a real estate subdivision. At that time, 

the owner was Mary Stuart Young. Little was done about the devel

opment of the community until May 1922. On May 8, the newly-formed 

Stockdale Corporation purchased the tract from Marys . Young and 

began active sale of lots. This same Mary Stuart Young was the -
resident and majority stockholder in the Stockdale Corporation. 

Mrs . Young was bequeathed the property by her husband, Thomas 

s. Young, whose will was probated on Au~ust 7, 1899. The latter 

acquired the farm at sheriff's sale of the oroperty of Elizabeth 

and Hillborn Jones on December 20, 1879. Thomas Kimber, Jr., sold 

the tract, of which this land is a art, to the Joneses on October 

1, 1867. Kimber bou~ht the land from the Reverend William Suddards 

on December 9, 1863. This was the one-third portion of a tract, 

divided among the Reverend ~villiam Suddards, Edward G. Bird, and 

Alfred D. Bird by a deed of partition, which was recorded on Jan

uary 13, 1859. The Previous owner was George ~ralentine , who had 

been conveyed the plot by Wellin ton Grubb on January 22, 1850. 

v·ellinQ.'ton Grubb assembled the farm in two transactions: with 
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Stockdale I 

Charles C. 3ird on September 23, 1845, and with Alfred D. Bird 

on September 30, 1846 . The Bird brothers were selling their 

shares of the estate left by their father, John Bird (the other 

heirs were Edmund G. and Thomas D. Bird). John 3ird acquired 
'= 

the land through his marriage to Julia Ann G~ubb , who had been 

bequeathed it by her father , Amer Grubb. 

Amer Grubb purchased the tract from his fathe:--in-law, John 

Buckley, who had it from his father, Adam Buckley, the latter 

holding the land 

11 by virtue of a Patent from the Cor1unissioners 
of property under the Honourable John Penn 
Thomas Penn and Richard Penn Proprietors of 
the Counties of J\ew Castle Kent and Sussex 
on Delaware bearing date at Philadelphia 
the -:~ -:~ day of -:~ -::• Anno Domini and Recorded 
in the Recorder's Office for the City and 
County of Philadelphia in Patent Book -:~ -:~ 
vollum the** page**-" 

The origin of the na.n1e of Stockdale as apnlied to this suburb 

is unknown . Althou.:rh there is both a Stockdale Avenue and a Stock

dale's Run on the prcperty, there is no record t~at anyone by that 

name ever owned this land. In the earliest deed dealing with the 

tract, Stockdale's Run is referred to as "Stogdales Run . " 

Stockdale is a restricted community. The lots are sold: 

"Subject to the following terms, covenants, 
restrictions and limitations, all of which 
shall be considered as covenants running 
with the land until January 1, 1945, on 
which date they shall cease and terminate, 
all of which shall be considered as bind-
ing on the heirs, executors, administrators 
and assigns of the party of the second part, 
unless previously released by the party of 
the first part, its successors or assigns 
by an Instrun1ent in Writing: , under seal and 
duly recorded in the office for the Record-
ing of Deeds in and for New Castle County 
aforesaid, namely: First . No building other 
than a private dwelling house for the use of 
not more than one family and a suitable private 
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Regional Survey: Stockdale 

garage shall be erected on any portion of the 
premises described in this deed; said dwelling 
house shall cost no less than Six Thousand Dol
lars ( ,p6 , 000) ; no building of any kind or des
cription, in.eluding the steps, Dorches, '9iazzas, 
bay or oriel windows, cellar entrances or other 
projections appurtenant to a dwelling house to 
be placed within twenty feet from the front 
property line of said reruises and five feet 
from the side party or nroperty line of said 
premises; said garage shall not be erected or 
placed at a distance within seventy feet of 
the front property line of said premises; that 
said premises are not to be sold, leased or 
conveyed to anyone not of the Caucasian race; 
that no store shall be erected excent when 
authorized in writing by the Stockdale Corpo
ration, its successors or assigns; that no 
business which may be conducted on any of the 
lots desirnated for store or business purnoses 
shall conflict or violate any of the restrict
ions contained in this deed. Second. That 
not more than one dwelling house shall be 
erected on any lot shown on the plot of dtock
dale or u on any lot described in this deed 
without the written consent of the Stockdale 
Corporation. Third . That no wall, fence or 
hedge shall be erected or permitted on said 
promises more than four feet high and no solid 
board or metal fence shall be erected on the 
front property line of said premises . Fourth. 
That no construction work affecting the outside 
of any house or arage shall be undertaken 
prior to January 1, 1945, unless the nlans or 
specifications shall either have been made by 
a recognized architect or shall have been sub
mitted to the Stockdale Cornoration and shall 
have received written consent. The house shall 
be erected before the garage. Fifth. The 
Stockdale Corporation reserves to itself, its 
successors and assigns, the full and complete 
rights, easements and privileges to place, erect, 
construct, lay and maintain poles, wires, and 
conduits therein and thereon for electric lights, 
telephones and other nurposes and sewers and sew
er pipes, water pines, gas pipes and pipe lines 
of various kinds and purposes in, over and under 
the rear five feet of said property, but this 
right and easement of the Stockdale Corporation 
is not to interfere with the right of the purcha
ser to build on the said five feet or to use of 
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the said ri ht and easement of the Stockdale 
Corporation as above created; that the Stockdale 
Corporation reserves the utility rights on, over 
and under all avenues, streets and roads which 
may now or hereafter be constructed in Stockdale, 
Claymont. Sixth. The map herein referred to 
shows the grade s of the streets, and no sidewalks 
or curbing shall be erected except at the grades 
so established. Seventh. That no poultry, ani
mals or livestock of any nature may be housed, 
kept upon, or nermitted to use in any way the 
premises herein described without the written 
consent of the Stockdale Corporation. 11 

Stockda1}S'I 

At present, there is a total of thirty-nine private dwellings 

in Stockdale. All of these are single-family detached residences. 

The majority are two storieG in height; frame construction is favor

ed, but a fair proportion employ some form of masonry. The restric

tions relating to the minimum price requirement and the placement of 

the structures on the lots have resulted in the erection of substan

tial dwellings with an adequate amount of light and air. Grass has 

been sown, and flowers and shrubbery planted on the ample-sized lots, 

at the rear of which the nrivate garages are placed. 

Gas and electricity are supplied to the suburb through the 

facilities of the Delaware Power & Light Company. Running water 

is sunplied to the residences by a subsidiary of the Chester Water 

Comnany. In the deeds to the lots, the Stockdale Corooration has 

reserved the public utility rights in the street beds and this water 

comnany has been r ranted a monopoly to supnly water. Sanitary sewers 

are provided for waste disposal; garbage and rubbish are removed un

der nrivate contract. 

The principal streets of the suburb are macadam-paved, and are 

in fair condition. They are nrovided with street lights and markers 

at the intersections. Governor Printz Boulevard, which is a dual 

two-lane highway forming the eastern boundary of Stockdale, has not 



-5- Re ional Survey: Stockdale 

yet been extended to the Philadelnhia Pike. The present connec

ting link, Manor Avenue is not paved. Sidewalks have been con

structed in front of many of the dwellings, but there are no 

continuous paved walks. 

Stockdale has no urivate police force; orotection is furnish

ed by the unifo1~med forces of the State and County. In their re

lated field, a similar service is performed by the rural volunteer 

fire companies, the closest of which is the Clavmont Fire Company. 

Residents call for their mail at the Clavmont Postoffice. This 

office was irst established as Naaman's Creek Postoffice on Octo-----
ber 1, 1812, with John Balloch as postmaster. On December 16, 1853, 

the name was changed to Claymont. John vV. Lodge was the last post

master at Naaman's Creek and the first at Claymont. Transportation 

to Stockdale is furnished by the Wilmington-Philadelphia busses which 

mainta n a regular half-hour schedule on the Philadelphia Pike. 

There are no schools in the suburb of Stockdale. Bus trans

portation is provided for the children of primary school age to 

the Mount Pleasant School at Bellefonte. High school students 

attend the Claymont Hi h &chool, located within easy walking dis

tance. !r.._chmere Academy, a nri va te boarding school for: boys, 

occupies a handsome tract of thirty acres, immediately adjoining 

the suburb on the northeast. The bulldings and grounds were pre

sented to the Premonstratensian Fathers of the Roman Catholic Church 

by John Raskob. They began operation of the school in 1932. Altho

ugh there are no churches in Stockdale, congregations of the lead

in~ religious denominations have churches within a sl0 ort distance 

of the suburb. 



-6- Regional Survey: Stockdale 

A clause in the restrictions permits tpe erection of retail 

stores, providing written permission is obtained from the Stock

dale Corporation, but no business enterprises have been estab

lished in the community. No localized civic or social orqani

zations have been founded. There are, however, several organ

izations drawing their membership from the suburbs which make 

up the district called Claymont; it is likely that the residents 

of Stockdale particinate in the activities of these groups. 

Stockdale offers no opportunities for organized recreation 

or supervised play. The nearest playground is that at the Clay

mont School. Stockdale's Run, which winds a tortuous course across 

the suburb, is a tiny, clear stream, with no facilities for swim

ming, boatin~, or fishing. 

The growth of Stockdale has not been as rapid as that of many 

like suburbs in this sector. A lar~e oronortion of the acreage in 

the community is still available for home sites; there has been 

little recent building activity and there seems little reason to 

expect any in the near future. 

Bounds, Harvey Cochrane. 
Press of Kells, 1938. 

References 

A Postal History of Delaware. 
121 pages, p.23. 

Newark, Del. 

Delaware, A Guide to the First State. Compiled and written by the 
Federal 1'riters' Project of the i"forks Progress Administration for 
the State of Delaware. American Guide Series. New York, The 
Vikin~ Press, 1936. 549 p., p. 323. 

Deeds Records: Z 5,p.164; L 5,p.351; G 6,p.251; N 6,u.304; F 7,p.59 
U 7,p.145; N 8,u.231; N ll,p.480; A 31,u.78; P 30,p.601. 



G .• ~. owning 
• Tho pson- alls 

Jun , 19 

TUXEDO PARK 

ILMIBOTOB SUBURBS 

C . R NT 

Tux do Park, situated southwest ot Newport. along the 

Chr1at1ana P1k, 1a a residential sub on the south aide 

ot slight elev t1on, and contains 69 homes, with t othera 

under construction. 

Running east and w at a.re t'our avenu a named for pr s1den -

Washington, Lincoln, Roosev lt, and Cleveland. orth and south 

ar three avenu a, these tor St te - named aryJand, Pennayl• 

van1a, and D l •are. 

Tux do Park has only one entrance from the Christian Pike, 

tb1 b 1ng on Stat str et, directly opposite th postotfice 

at S1lv1 w, which auppli a Tuxedo. 

Although there ar no sewer connections, drainag is good 

because of th location on an elev tion. Pr ct1cally every city 

conv n1ence 1s ava1labl. Police protection, however, i given 

by the Rura1 and State Polic. 

Th popul tion is nearly 300, al1, with few xcept1ona, 

b 1ng n tive•born whites. No Negroes re ide here. 

Twt o Park 1s a r s1dent1al section, bu ine snot being 

represented a~ all. '!her are 13 o-story hou es, mostly ot 

tr e construction, with the re nd•r of. the bung low type. 

All bous s r on 50-toot or larger lots, and are surround d by 

shad tr ea. ery ho has ne t h dg , and tlowers ar 

particularly evident, in addition tow ll-kept lawns. Gardena 

and chicken are tound at ost ho a. All homes have gar ea. 

Fir prot ct1on is giv through the nquas Fire Company, 



Tux do Park 

of e ort, with mains from the .Arte ian ater Co pany, th 

plant of which is loc t d in the vall yon th~ et,t id, ot 

the elev tion ot Tux 0 • Stre t C rvic 1 offered 

to 1lm.1ngton 

Churches avail bl t ewport, 1nclud the thod1 t 

Episcopal and th st. J e Episcopal 9hurch s, ach on kt 

str t, which 1s C 11 d Cbri t1ana Pike outs1d ort. Both 

churches are within walking d1stanc. 

be School, ewport, provid a for th educational r -

uir ents of Tuxedo Park, to the eighth gr d, aft r 1 av1ng 

which children 7 finish at th Henry c. Conr d High School, 
Pak Box ood Rod, Richardso~ o ton mile north. 

Tux o Park 1s about 20 year old. Taxes are on y county 

and st t. The voting pl ce 1s Rd en•s Hall in ewport. '!'he 

gov rnment 1 th tot any un1ncorporat locality ot th state. 

Th near st 1str t bi off1e in Richardson Park. 
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o. K. Browning 

El. Thompson lls 

Augu t 181 1938. 
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STFIELD 

Rf T Fl LE 
L NGTON. SUBURBS 

tfield, adjoining St ton, lie on the north aid pf 11-

mington-Chri tin Turnpik, b t n Ki en d 11 Rods. It 

has two str t xt din from the p1k north two block, th se 

being Rd od and Cypre Av nue. Inter cting th av nu 

ar orris nd Di ond Stre ts lying pr ctically eat and est. 

Its 1 vat1on 1s about 100 f t. 

Thi dev lo ent of bout 50 ere a started by A.K. Tylor, 

of Richardson Park, in 1925, and h five cottag s, all on -and one

story bungalo s of trame con truction. Ea.eh cottag has 

gard n; any r s1d nts 

uppl1 d to this uburb, 

p chickens. Oas nd electricity are 

d it is expect d that ater 11 be fur• 

nieh d some t1m in 1939 by th Art 1an ater Company, hich h 

ins to 1th1n short distance of th ection, and plans to pro

vid e tfield, St ton, and Stanton H 1ghts at the same tim. 

ail is obtained at th St ton postoffice, only f hundr d 

y ds distant. Tr sportation 1 provid d by th bus which connects 

w1 th th trolley t Sil vi , s rvice being ofter fr ix o'clock 

1n th ornin to hortly after midnight th follo ng morning. 

Voting 1 done at Stanton, 

school. A idew lk conn ct 

re the ·childr n 11kew1s 

two places. 

ttend 

The nearest church 1s the ethod1st Epi copal t Stanton, and 

th n nr et c tery 1 that at e ort. 

Pol1c 

Police protection 1 given by the Rural Police, 1th the State 

ering calls in oase of neo s 1ty. Fire protection oo 

through compan1 s t e ort, Christian, and arshallton, and ther 

are other rural co panie which er o lls hen n ded. 



WJlmSngton Suburbs - Westfield 
(Brownlng • Walls) 

Paved atre te were lacking late as the autumn ot 1938, 

but the main h1ghwa711 are ot concrete. 

There ar no colored re !dents, deed reatr1ctions forbidding 

sale t,o otb ra than Caucaa1ana. 

The nearest ph7aiclan llns at S11vlew and dental services 

are obtainable at Richardson Park. 

Bewport•a tiN company, the Mlnquaa, is the nearest Red Croaa 

station• and ambulance calla m be made to either Bn Castle or 

Wilmington. 

st.ti ld has no pla:rground.a .for children, except the school 

grounds at t • but n1mm1ng is done 1n both the Red Clay 

and 1te Cla7 Creeke, 1n addition to the Christina River, aome 

.fishing is done in the latter stream. 

Count,- and Stat taxes are the only ones paid. 

Bo property o er was doing any building 1n connection with 

the Federal Housing Act in the tall ot 1938• 

Cammm1t7 11.te ot Westfield is that of Stanton re the State 

~~~·-;!,• haa bi onthly m et1ng , at Odd Fellowa Lodge, and a woman •a 

organization, the 1endah1p Lodge, which has monthly et1nga. So 

tar there is no musical societ7 here. 

ill ot tbe ale re !dents are mployed in lmington. 

-i-~ I 
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stover 1118 

stov r llla, (440 o •• 220 alt.), 11 ngton•a at exclua1Ye 

suburb, 1a locat south ot the Ken ti P1k•• a abort distance bOII 

the city 11m1ta. e tracka ot the 1lm1ngton and orthern Rall.road 

1 it into two d1at1 ct parta: ct1 develo 1n 192&, and 

ed 1n 1929. l ta 1 t A, are larger (an aver • 

of 100 250 tt. t 100 150 tt.} d the hows correapond1 17 

ao. c 1ne area is out 300 acres. 

ct1 A 1s bo ded on tJle eaat b7 Du ont Road, hill oad, 

ebill Road; on. th aouth by at.over 

o ck'a Bo ; on the north by the enn tt P1ke. Section 

1a bounded on th eut by erly Road; on the aouth and weat by 

A eta RoadJ th orth by ent oad and the en et.I P • 

stover 1118 1~ ls1d out pon a tract ot land purchas from 

1111 duo t. A 11 2', l 26 b7 the laware Land velop ent co. 

1 c.omi>an:y la1d out at ts. an 1natalle4 and w t r --··--, 

l.ectr1 tel lo 11 a, and s ill sthe un lota u 

11 t e atreet beda arlou ov ent•. t11 1 261 the 

ro erty 

1ts :radu&l 

1850. 

b e held by varl a era of the duPont r ly a1nce 

base in small arce1a b tween th4t years ot 1 20 and 

sam restr1ct1o • are 1n force in both aect1ona. tore 

c atruct1 t a and • e 1:t1cat1on• ot acb dwell.ing t be 

b 1tte4 to the laware d velopment co. :tOl' ro,,al. A 

e t bac ot at l ut 50 feet trom the bulld line 1a andator," 

1th an o apace 10 feet 1n wSdth left at ac aide. th latt r. 

t e r1 t :t t torte 1natallatlo ot t lephone, electric. 

•• 11 es, etc •• ia reserved by the developers. All lot•o era are 
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J. J. Donohoe 
August 13, 1940 

WOODSIDE HILLS 

Regional Survey 
Wilmington Suburbs 

Woodside Hills (140 alt., 24 pop.) is located north of 

the intersection of Carr and Silverside Roads, about five 

and one-half miles from the center of Wilmington. The twenty

four acre plot, comprising one of the newest of the Wilmington 

suburbs, is still in an embryonic stage of development. 

Its history parallels that of Silverside Heights. nna 

L. Perkins was responsible for the development of both commun

ities. ~he acquired the land covered by Woodside Hills as a 

part of the tract which embraces Silverside heights, but the 

development of the former is of more recent growth. It was 

started in 1934 as Silverside Heights Annex, and acquired 

its present name in 1937. 

The restrictions imposed are the same in each case, with 

the sole exception that, in Woodside Hills, the minimum cost 

of a house shall be $7,500, whereas, in Silverside Heights, 

the minimum is $5,000. 

Further parallels are in the provision of public and 

private utilities, police and fire protection, mail delivery, 

location of schools and churches, and transportation facilities. 

Clearview Avenue is the only hard-surfaced street in the 

community. On this avenue, and on the portions of Hilltop 

Avenue (cinder filled), immediately adjoining, are located the 

six houses of the community. These residences, built between 

1934 and 1937, are large all-masonry structures, set on spa

cious grounds. They are representatives of the $10,000 -

$15,000 price group. One other street, Warwickshire Avenue, 
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has been cut through from Carr Road to Clearview Avenue., 

but it is unpaved and no houses have been erected here. 

Laurence P. Talley is selling agent for the remaining -
lots. 

References 

Deeds Records: Z 39., pp. 179., 181; D 39., P• 500; G 39., P• 601; 
U 40., p. 601. 

Same as those for Silverside Heights. 



G. K. Br6vming, 
December 14, 1939 

WOODSTOCK 

Woodstock, the home of James Latimer B_!:lling, an 11-

room brick house of three stories, topped by a captain's walk, 

located on Middleborough Road, at Richardson Park, was built 

of imported brick, in 17651 by Dr. Henry Latimer. - The eastern 

portion of the house, only 2 1/2 stories in height, was the 

first constructed, that on the west side nQt being added until 

1795. The present owner has carefully preserved every portion 

of the building and has added two porches, one in the rear and 

another, a sun parlor, on the western side. The front porch 

was built at the time of the addition to the home in 1795, and 

is reached by means of a large window opening directly on its 

deck, which was arranged to seat a number of persons. 'l'his deck 

has a heavy balustrade about it. 

There h~ts been considerable repalr work done, but the alter

ations have been made without change of any of ~he original timbers 

or removal of any of the original hardware, each piece of the 

latter hand-forged of wrought iron. 'I'his hardware includes all 

nails of various sizes, keys, and hand-made locks, hinges of the 

"HL" type, fastenings for· windows, the scrapers for shoes at the 
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for incoming or outgoing vessels, which were engaged lar 0 ely 

in trade with China. 

The foundations are of stone, while all timbers, hand

hewn, utilized in the construction of the building, are fastened 

together with dowel pins. These timbers, cut from the first

growth forest in the rear of the home, are still ln perfect 

condition althou~h they were placed more than 150 years ago. 

The roof of the house is of shingle. 

Woodstock stands about 100 yards off the Middleborough 

Road, has extensive grounds about it, "but there is no sbrub_bery, 

and the greater part of the olu trees have been cut away be

cause of decay. Until about ten years ago, and before removal 

of these trees, numbers of squirrels were always to be found 

about the old home. 

Closed for a period of forty years, when Miss Mary R. 

~atimer, then owner of the property, moved to another of her 

homes, Latimeria, on the east side of Maryland Avenue, at its 

juncture vdth Broom Street, the home was visited weekly by 

caretakers who cleaned and aired the place. Upon the death of 

Miss Latimer, the property passed to the present owner, James 

Latimer Banning, a relative, who has been living there since 

his marriage, about ten years ago. 
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Dr. Henry Latimer built the home and sought to establish 

on the approximately 200 acres located about, a rival to the 

city of Wilmington, He proposed to maintain a shipping center 

here for products from Eastern Pennsylvania., Eastern Shore Mary

land and Delaware. Failing in this project the land to the rear 

of the home became known as "Folly Woods," which name t still -
bears. 

References: 

Scharf, J.Thomas. History of Dela.ware, 1609-1888. 
Philadelphia, L.J.Richards & Co., 1888. 2 v. 
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October 23, 1939 

P LIC S OOL C RS AD T ACHER TRAI ING IN DELA 'ARE {1829-1919) 

Inform t1on about the men and wo en ho ad 1n1stered the early 

ublic schools in D laware is not plentiful, and the details th t have 

been collected do not give complete picture of conditions throughout 

the State and ye r by year. one the less, they offer interesting 

suggestions to the sort of people ho guided the education of young 

D la are ns during the ni ety years from the pas age of th 

La, until th School Code of 1919. 

re School 

'nle sources indicat that all of them ere ill-paid, most ,ere 

poorly prep red, and many incompetent, but that, on the otner hand, 

there re skill.ful and devoted teachers amon th m who fulfilled the 

igh st profes ional requir ments. eyond this point, it is difficult 

to gener iz about thes three full ener tio s of instructors. 

The chool 1 of 1829 cified that school co 1ss1on rs ere 

to mploy no per on ~hom t y did not have just ground to believe 

to b of good mor 1 ch rnct rand ell qualified to teach reading, 

1t1ng, arithmetic, and English gr .ar, and such other branches of 

kno ledg a the co ittee might dee n c ssary to b taught in the 

district. or tim s of th year hen only small children ould b in 

ttenda ce om n teacher might be employed; for her, ability tor ad 

and \"II'ite ere sufficient qualification. 

en sp per f11 for 1 35 ad 1836 contain, in every fe is ues, 

it ms by or bout chera. On October .1.3 , 1835, "A orn out Ped ogue" 

urd ned hims lf at length of his oe in the letter colunm of the 

te cher's trials and 

tribul tions, though probably a trifle overdra , is orth repe ting. 
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• Editor -- As the time has arriv d hen the attention 
of the citizens of Dela are, is particularly called to th 
subj ct of Co o School, any r rn.arks on the subject, 1t 
may readily be concluded, 111 be read by all -- attentively 
by any, and profitably by a few. At an early period in 
life the :,riter (bein anxious to secure to himself th 
greatest os i!ol.e am unt of ha pines ) became convinc d 
th t the ay to obtain this s to devote himself to so 
hone t occupation s ful to mankind. 

A pr vious education prep red im for the duties of 
teach r, h ccordingly ent red the ranks ( u-. am son 
of Ne York says "Teach rs male and female ar the only 
roper standing ar y for a free country.") d the 

Board of :Examiners, (a very useful board, both for em
n!oyers t cher, and which should be attached to the 
school 1 o D la are -- (sug eats procedur }, purchased 
book, mas, lobes, int ents, etc., repared a blank 
in w ich to enter th names of pupils, es, rules of 
cool, off nc ain t rules, absence from school, 

numbers of r citat on and numbers dismissed, requests or 
c ldr n, par nt or oth r relatives, remarks, etc., etc., 
everythin relati to the school as c refully noted, 
not even th chastise ents being omitted. 

He made chool t ching hi hole business -- as 
energetic and tau ht by example as ell as precept, 
spending as muc of his tie 1n the school room s as 
possible, and never requesting a child to erfo the 
duties of th teach r, but often doing those little acts 
d volving upon scholars 1th his own hands -- such as 

aking fir , pin, tc., etc., never letting se-
ment interfere 1th uties. He ba the vanity to think 
th t f t ch rs h ve been or successful, none hav 
labored h rder or kno b tt r the trials of such a situation; 
he b s ve h ld hims lf ccountable to the children co -
m1tted to 11 charge for th improvement or at or 
their time, and the corr ctness or his instructions. 
Their interest has ev r been inseparable from his own --
h h s listened to th numerou request of uplls, 
parent, and every body o had ought to say on the 
subject (and ho is there that doe not feel th mselves 

t liberty to direct bow a school shall be aged·~ 
for ttin th t the r unacquainted with the business 
and are ounding the feelings of the teach r. He has 
tri d various ay to talon, and finds after t n 
years experience, that there 1s nothing like order and 
regul rity in school for the adv cement of pu ils, -
and the great rea on hy c ildren learn faster at 
bo rdin than t co on school, is that in the former, 
th y ar holly given up to t e teacher d thout reserve,, 

d ar not ithdram from th chool on third or on 
h lf the tim. It i ell known in primary ac ools, the 
childr n r p itted to stay a ay from school 
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great part of the time while they pretend to be 
scholars, every rainy, cold or hot day, everytime 
they fe 1 a little lazy or un ell, cut their fingers, 
scratch their toes, or any company is expected, or one 
of the family is going from home, hos are to be killed, 
sheep sheared, corn planted or harvested, in short, 
every trifling c1rcumatance forms an excuse for ab-
senc from chool. In town the excuses vary only in 
name; shows, monthly, quarterly or camp meetings, etc., 
and the consequence of all this is t.be child learns 
little or nothing aright -- they must either be 
hurried through their books, knowi little more than 
their names, or there must be as many classes as there 
are pupils, and conseque tly the teacher's time is so 
divided as not to be able to attend to any, as they 
should be -- this is a daily sort of vexation, and 
ends in the teacher getting the ame of a orthless 
sort of p dagogue, who learns his scholars nothing, 
when those who thus slander him are the cause of the 
evil complained of. 

There y be many other teach rs who possess not 
the requisite qualifications, and the best sometimes 
err, is no ore than what befalls m n in other employ
ments, but it is surprising that they do not err 
t enty times ae often as they do, nay it is a great 
onder that they are not crazy, and rendered furious 

by th repeated attacks upon their feelings, for the 
oat ignorant jackana es or drunken blackguard, ( ho 

knows no more about the requisites of a good teacher 
than the Siamese Twins or Red J cket,) take the liberty 
of dictating a course to be pursued in school, and 
seldom eet the teacher ithout ha 11 h w th so e 
foolish question; jud 1ng by their actions; they appear 
tot ink that aped ogue can talk on o oth r subject 
than that of his daily occupation, and however much he 
may be hurried, it is a reat favor to b deta,ned, 
and to listen tow the is but too well acquainted. 
with already. p r1ence demonstrates that ore is 
required of a teacher than any man can perform. He 
must ple se ev ry c 11d, rent, relative, friend or 
foe, indulge them in every desire -- "the dear little 
creatu~es" must not be crossed. Should they in play 
or otherwise hurt themselves, surely it was the teacher's 
fault -- he did not talce care of them. hould they 
make an improvement the parents congratulate themselves 
on having a very smart child and say, "if the teacher 
ould only do as thiLew1sh, their child would astonish 

every person." 1n contrary, should its rogreaa 
be slow, then it 1s the teacher's fault. He is ex-
ected to anticipate the wishes of every erson, and 

to grant t em their utmost desire, .and to :eeep them, 
the dear people, in a good humor th themselves, and 
to do for them for years what few have ever done tor 
themselves for a month, to make them satisfied with . 
their situation. But for the truth ot the assertions, 
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the iTI'1t r confide tly ppeal to those ho h v ex-
ced the difficulties of thi eces ary occup tion, 

th 111 s lf i not told . " censorious 
for et that th co unity are indebted to teachers for 
c1v111z tion an its 1 ss1ngs . hat ould be the 
s tu tio of oci y ere it not ror ducation: e 
H 11 of' sc1e ce ould oon beco ate -- tho efforts 
of pious labor r 1 th pulpit ould b paralized . But 

n ugh, th thought 1 ickenin . invariable sup ort 
nd consol tic of thew 11 informed and re on ble portion 

of ·th cormnu 1ty has su tai d the iter for ten years 
i t 1 most irksome emplo~"?rle t . 

Fello Citizens - - most neatly ar you request d, 1hen 
you d your cldldr n to c ool, to give t em olly to 
that bu i es . lo per o , o ever ell educ ted, can 
su c din ything so : 11 hen t e attention 1s d1v1d d 

n 11 t energies of the mind nre directed to th 
accomplis et of on i dividual object. If this is 
r qu 1t in ture ye rs , ho much more so in children; 
urg t em by all ens to a dil1Bent application, ot only 
ins ol b t 1 o tho e . egl ct not to fur ish th 
n c ry book and other requisit s, tho you · re sonably 
xpect your c ildren to make dva.ce nt, and the teacher 

to 11v 1th you , ache rful c ti~en to good old age and 
ot lik th it r, find hi lf 1nk1 into a remature 

v , 1th disposition (one 1 ble) re der d fretful , 
petu ant nd mis rable by repeated sufferings . 

Te cher er mind that association 1s the order of 
th day, th re re o 'i but f' clas es of cit1ze s 1 o 
do ot b d toget r fort eir on peculiar pur oses , 
,h t 1 to d ter you fro the 1 ke privilege? ou can 
boat of noble nam s; amo your rank are to found 
Ru l, B 11, S 1th, ilbert, Cl rk, eb ter, Baker, 
tron , Hoard, and y others , ose runes stand con-
p1cuou; th n hy ot con ult for your mu alb ef1t, 

s y ht book s 11 u d , etc ., nd have ome form 
d syst m, that you y right your wro gs; as things 

no st nd, your every ction, 1ord, and look, be1 public , 
1s 11 ble to m1sreprese t tio and censure · ile you st 
ubmit in sil nee , a sert your rights t general meeting 
t the Cvurt Iou in ch county, t eleven 'clock, 
•• on th t nty-fifth of ecember next . By th 
tr1ct st eco o y , note cher can ccunru.l t any roperty, 

but b co e iholly d1squ 11f1 d for obtaining living at 
any oth r occu 1o , thy ve nothing left but an 
approving c nsci ce d the prosp ct of e ding their 
days in an Alms Hou e. 

A o t Ped gogu 
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The same periodical, in its 1834-35 issues, yields advertise

ments for public school teachers for various districts, and appli-

cations from instructors seeki appointments. 

Vol. XXII, #2176: Teacher anted 

To take charge of the school district in District To . 63, 
ew Castle county, in the village of Port Penn . Any 

person qualified according to law, and th satisfactory 
recommendations, will receive a fair compensation. 

( June 9, 1 34) 

A ITED I mDIATEL Y 

m. Cleaver, Jr • .,,, 
John Dil orth 
Sam'l Carpenter 

A Lady Teacher, to take charge of a School in District 
No . 47 in New Castle Hundred . To one that can come ell 
recommended, a liberal compensation ill be given, by 
applying to the subscribers, or ashington Rice. 

Oct . 6, 1835 

A SCHOOL .iASTER 

Giles Lambson 
John Platt 
Solomon To send 

ants a situation in Free School. He can be well 
recommended from a place in hich he as taught for 
several years for his sobriety and attention to business. 
He has a masterly knowledge of English grammar, Geography, 
Book-keeping, and the principle (sic) branches of the 

athmaticks (sic)/ A few lines addressed to o. P.Q., 
teacher, and sent to this office post paid, 111 be 
strictly attended to. 

l .B. The teacher expects the persons ho 111 ish to 
employ him, 111 let him kno what wages they will giv 
him, and hat time they wish to employ him. 

I~ 



Sept. 22., 1835 

A TEACHER ANTED 

Education: Delaware 
Public Schools 

A native or the country (so that got in that earlyJ) 
tor district No. 19 in New Castle county., Delaware., 
capable ot teac ing all branches of an English educa
tion. The usual recommendation will be expected. 
Apply to the aubscribers on the Ken et (sic) Road 
in said district. 

~- * 
Dec. 11 1836 

TEACHER ANTED 

George Hodgson 
Jesse Hollingsworth 

The subscribers want a Teacher in School District No. 6., 
Duck creek Hundred., Kent County. who can teach writing• 
arithmetic, and English grmnmar. 

-~ * * 

Dec. a., 1835 

Jho. Jone• 
Nathan Longfellow 
Peters. Collins. 

TEACHER ANTED 

The Commissioners or School District o. 31 or Kent 
county., state or Delaware., wish to employ a teacher who 
can teach reading., writing., arithmetic, and English 
graJ11DAr., and such other branches as the committee may 
deem necessary to be taught. No person need apply but 
such as can bring testimonials ot his character. 

John Geer 
Tbomu -Reynolds 

These are typical of the positions offered and wanted in the 

early advertising columns. There was one curious entry., followed by 

no further explanation which might show whether or not it is a bona 

fide ofter or a hoax. It appeared on December 22., 1835., and ia pre-

sented for what it may be worth. 

.A 

I 
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A philanthropic Gentleman, now in this city, offers his 
services as a school teacher, for four months 1thout 
compensation, to the inhabitants of a y School District 
in this state ho have not engaged an instructor; and 
at the expiration of that time. will furnish the school 
1th an instructress at his own expense. He is actuated 
lone by the motives of the purest philanthropy, and 

as he has a fortune adequate to all bis wants, he will 
cc pt no compensation. He has served in this ca ac1ty 

for a number of years at the north, 1th the utmost 
success, and has the best recommendations as it regards 
competency, experience and moral ch cter. He will 
remain in this city one eek, and any letters directed 
to A. B. through the ost Office will be faithfully 
attende to. 

At the prices offered for teachers in some of the districts, 

this offer as undercutting the usual rate by only a trifle. 

The next important source of material concerning early Delaware 

teachers is the Ne Castle County School Conventions. such circum

stances as salary, tenure, tra1n1 g , equipment, and ,ethods , are 

frequently recorded. 

fi t meeti , in 1 6, published no direct reference to 

j / 

teach rs; it reports that schools in all sections of the county ere 

supported 1th such difficulty that "the prospect was loomy indeed" 

u less some further source of revenue was taop d." 0 Apathy and op

position" ere rife in th districts. Under such conditions, it is not 

hard to believ tat 'om out Pedagogue" may not have been exag rating 

much in is description of a teacher's life. 

In 1837, teachors re reported hard to find. The Convention 

recommended as reliable a commercial teachers' agency, e American -
Association for the supply of T achers, hose headquarters ere in 

Phil delphia. A committee as likewise a pointed to examine the 

qualifications of teachers for the assista: ce of "remote districts"; 

the same group as also to act as a board of examiners to visit the 
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schools of the county and report on te1r condition. Apparently, 

little crune of this second proposal, for nothing is hard of it later. 

Finding a satisfactory te cher as, for many di tricts, the most 

difficult part of orga..n1zing a orth h1le school, for the report 

commented: ''lnere 1s reason to believe that a very mall proportion 

of the t chers o mployed are competent. 1lm1ngton complained 

of great difficulty because we have no male teacher educated atnong 

ourselves ho plan to continue as teachers. In consequence, the 

ages of male teachers are 1 

them." 

and it becomes difficult to obtain 

By the time the public school system as nine yea:rs old, in 1838, 

the problem of securin qualified instructors had become o acute· that 

the question of establishing a ~rmal school was one of the most hotly 

debated of the conv nt1on. Althou h that solution was rejected as 

impractical, the matter as held for further study. 

A sub-co tte of four had con 1dered the ormal school question 

in preparation for the meeti g; the four members prepared four reports. 

illard Hall, as chairman, violently opposed the proposal on several 

counts. Teaching, he felt, could not be taught; e ark Co lege already 

had a departm nt w 1ch could be adapted to offer hatever specific 

preparatio experience sho ed as desirable; special training ould make 

teachers too expensive for the already strug ling districts; in all 

robability they would attract a poor quality of candidate. • T. Read, -
a second member, concurred in the main with Hall's conclusions, though 

he i.'I'Ote a separate report; Thomas ~dlin reluctantly agreed 11th his 

colleague ' conclusion, though 1th only one of their reasons--that 

drastically raising operating costs, hen the th ory of public schools 

as under attack, might destroy t e ole system; E •• Gilbert, 

president of College, dissented vigorously ~1th both conclusion 
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and arguments. ibe details of the two conflicting vie points merit 

a some hat detailed study, since they throw light on the type of' 

performance expected of tech rs by education 1 leaders a century o. 

Judge Hall defined a satisfactory teacher as one ho could 

stimulate youn people to real int llectual growth rather than drilling 

them in the 3 R's until they hated all learning; one 1hose moral 

exa ple ould b helpful to the boys and girls 1th om he worked; 

one who should h ve a knowl dge and love of our f'r e 1nst1tutions"-

in the sense, quite obviously, of sound, active, American citizenship. 

ecause the Del are schools were so desperately poor, this paragon 

must also be illing to serve for very little pay . 

Although Hall himself believed that good schools ere cheap at 

any price , and poor ones dear, he contended communities must come to 

realize through their o experience that "judicious liberality is the 

truest economy." The only hope of finding the sort of instructors 

he ant d, at prices the residents ere 1111ng to pay, as to en• 

courage the best of th common school graduates to teach for a few 

years, 1hile they ere preparing for some more 1ghly specialized 

profession. This ould h ve the advantage of bringing to th public 

service for a fe years the eager, ambitious, idealistic youth of the 

community; it ould lso offer young people a real incentive to pursue 

their studies to the end of the program offered locally, if' they could 

hope to teach aft rward. Hall did not believe that a permanent corps 

was desir bl. He felt that the ajor1ty of teachers go stale after 

the first enthus1 sm of a ne experience ears off. He feared that a 

comparatively fe individual, molding the thinking of an entire 

generation of young people, might soon have an influence out of all 

proportion to their number, and become a sinister factor in public 
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n addition, since teac ing offered so little remuneration 

beyond the satisfaction of the work itself, he did not think it could 

hold permanently a y large number of the most promising young people. 

Trainin schools, he feared, would tend to attract those who could 

expect to succeed at no other occupation. Finally, he deplored any

thing tending to make candidates think ot teacring as merely another 

good trade, and not as an opportunity to "be faithful and usetul." 

He believed that an eager scholar• himself fascinated by the 

orld of ideas. and i a to share is discoveries with others, 

could devise means of teaching his students that would catch their 

interest; another who really did not care either about the subJecta 

he was explaining or the boys and girls before him• could go through 

the same mutine and make it a lifeless form. ethod• in other 

words, tas too personal a thing to be successfully taught. 

He concluded his argument against normal schools. at least under 

the conditions of 1838 in Delaware. with the contention that the real 

problem of schoolmen and their friends was to educate public opinion 

to the point where it would be willing to accept and support public 

scho~ls at all• to break mental habits of long standing. and to overcome 

parsimoniousness with concrete demonstrations of what good school• were 

worth. 

It might be remarked parenthetically that Hall. before the e:ld 

or h is long life• was fully committed to the normal school theory. 

E •• Gilbert's defense ot normal schools as a practical• immediate 

solution for the teacher shortage of the late 1830 1a held that teaching 

bas a science of its own that can be taught like any other. provided 

one has a likely scholar; and that natural aptitude tor instructing 

others can be improved by sound training. 
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chool commissioners. he said• were forbidden to hire unqualified 

teachers: what shou1d they do hen they could find no others? as 

not the supply of competent teachers partly a state responsibility? 

Uew York and Pennsylvania were already encouraging teacher training. 

and Delaware. with, per capita, one of the largest school funds in the 

country. cou1d easily afford 600 or 1.000 p!r county for the same 

purpose. (Incidentally, Hall had cited Pennsylvania's experlence 

as a failure refuting the theory on which it was based.) 

• Gilbert concluded that private initiative bad not in more 

than two hundred year•• provided the educational facilities the State 

bad in el t; why should teachers be expected f'rom that source? 

The general s-ection ot the convention Re ort tor 1€38 indicates 

that school sessions were in general short; four or five months was 

the average school year, since tund were usually exhausted in that 

time. A few districts, however, were al.ready experimenting with 

lon term.stably organized schools. District o. 30 reported it had 
. 

discovered real economy in a school regularly in session• with tenure 

for a good teacher; instructors usually demanded considerably higher 

rates tor transient employment than tor a permanent engagement. so 

very little greater outlay bought many times more instruction, or 
guaranteed quality, for the district•a children than the "chea er" 

program. District o. 8 had paid the same instructor 260 yearly si~c• 

its organization. All its graduates were doing well• and the school 

was the pride of its community. rather than the bone of contention 

that many were. 

This was not, however• the typical situation. Salariea rarely 

exceeded 250 or ~00 yearly--less than the ordinary day laborer'• 

wage. The Convention warned the districts that they could not hope 

to secure the right type of instructor for their children at any such 
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'.Ibe Committee ap ointed in 1838 to help outlying districts secure 

qualified teachers reported in 1839 that it had been ot service to a 

number of districts. although qualified applicants were few in pro-

ort1on to the de and. It recommended training schools similar to 

t ose maintained by ew York and Pen sylvania. It also reported that 

many districts, rather than go without a teacher altogether "have 

taken up with some strolling inebriate, well educated. perhaps, but 

ithout principle. and without industry or faitht"ulness in his calling." 

As a temporary measure. until the State could sup ly its own needs, the 

committee suggested that the districts offer liberal inducement• in 

the hope of coa.xi in some high-gr de outsiders, but warned that 

eighboring tate, too, were snapping up all their own well-trained 

candidates and searchii,g for more, so Dela•are could expect little 

help from this direction. 

In the district reports for the same year a wide range of salaries 

1s indicnt d; from 67.50 to 87.50 per quarter was the usual rate; 

350 per year was the highest offered outside towns which supplemented 

their income by tuition charges. One of these paid 900 for instruction 

and the other 600, though it is not stated how many persons shared 

the sum. (The towns are not named.) 

The old theme that a liberally supported school was really cheapest 

was repeated. The best-paying district in the county, though it had 

been started with difficulty and in the midst of conflict, had not had 

an opposing vote in three yeara--that is. since it tried the experiment 

of a worthwhile school. 

any delegates warned that apathy to schools seemed to be spreading, 

and urged compulsory taxation, on the premise that if people were 
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obliged to pay in any case. they would take auf'ficient interest to 

see that they received their money's worth. 

The report for the next year. 1840• indicates the same attitude 

of growing discouragement; there is little detail. although the 

normal school argument cro ped up again in the discussion. In a 

report to the leg1slatur for 1 41• 1 lard Hall summarized the 

discussion of teacher-procurement that had taken place during the 

preceding years. 

He felt it was a national problem which had nowhere been satis

factorily solved. To the most widely supported aolution--No1~al 

chools on the Massachusetts plan--he offered numerous objections. 

1. such schools were the conception of theorists rather than ot 

practical men. 2. bey would develop a claas of professional teachers 

demanding higher pay and permanent tenure. (Cites the example of a 

youth offered 320 a year by "one of the oest d1atricta in ew Castle 

county"; he found the pay even lo er in Pennsylvania and Virginia. 

ihat of the schools that hire a man for three months and a woman tor 

the balance of the year? Under present conditions they simply cannot 

afford more than.they are at present paying.) " obably nine-tenths 

of the districts in the state could not afford these trained teachers.• 

Common schools themselves should be the source of teachen tor 

the common schools. Hall defePied the premise 71. th these contentions: 

1. r ormal schools were of doubtful va1ue, and too expensive for 

practical consideration in laware immediately; 2. Colleges and 

academies teach rs for public schools; their clients 
w--l.,o.( 

are rarely in sympathy 1th the public schools and the people who 
~ supportPtbem - they are likely to set standards impossible of ful-

fillment under present 1ff1cult conditions, and by so doing dis

credit the entire movement, though the object1vea of exclusive private 
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sc ools JU.¥ very ell not be valid for public schools under any 
J). 

circumstances; 3. eo le d.g not n ed to be "given" everyt ing and 
.( 

led from above; with a fair chance they ftll find the solutions to their 

o roblems; 4. 
..A,.Jl. 1-,-.J 

Colleges suppqtbe1r own teachers - why can•~ common 
;i 

schools~do the same. 5. The prospect of being able to teach after 

graduation wHl act as an incentive to growth and improvement on the 

part of the moat promising students of the common schools. 

In discussing the position of the common schools in the educa

tional system, he remarked: "If the portion of the connnunity depending 

upon public schools does not foster them, no one else will." 

It was not until 1845 that the aubject of securing teachers waa 

a1n a matter of Convention record; in that year commissioners were 

urged to devote more care to their selection of instructors. The 

teachers themselves were urged to form an association to aid their 

professional advancement and _to protect their mutual interests. 

Despite much discouragement, the schools bad begun to show real 

progress; the majority of them ere now in session for 9 1/2 months; 

of those reportin, only two were open so short a time as six or 

seven months, and two did not answer the question. The curriculum had 

been expanded in many places to include any of the essentials of a 

modern academic hi h school course; ewarlt reported t~at 1t wu 

deliberately trying to equal the privat& schools in amount and quality 

of 1nstruct1on. and felt that its efforts were bearing fruit. 

'lbe salaries or 1lm1ngton 1s staff of public school teachers 1a 

listed 1n this report: 

imary ale School, Aquila Thomas 
1 cipal ale School, J. R. Hayes 
" " " Leah Ha.yea 

Female chool, Ann J.lk1nson 
' " two assistants, each 

200.00 
525.00 
250.00 
300.00 

50.00 
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il 1 ton's extravagant p yroll of 1475 for instruction alone 

must hav st ered t other d1str1ctsJ 

One of the rare pre-C1v11 'ar items still extant concerning 

sections of the St te outside Castle county is like ,ise da ed 1845. 

It is a report m de by Carles ~1m. superintende t of sc ools 1n 

et County. to the legislature, and ape rs in the House Jo rnal for 

t_at y ar, ages 108-117. 

Although the report deals in gener l with the ublic relations 

of the achoo s, their ne d for sup ort from the ~ell-to-do and 11-

educated, and the extent tow lch they had enlisted it, 1t devot s a 

co s1derable section to consideration of the condition of existing 

schools and the roblem of securin good teachers. 

1r • ...!_I'lm, when he took office in 184~. set out to visit and 

report upon all the schools in his county; he also prepared and 

circulated a questionnaire. Unf'ortunately, is task as only about 

half-finis ed hen he fell seriously 111. Af't r r. is recovery, he was 

unable to spare the time and strength to complete h1s lanned personal 
-

survey. He was pleased 1th the co dition of many of the schools he did 

visit; although the organization was far from perfect, he felt they 

bad in a large 

Smyrna Fl 

a ure justified the hopes of their friends. 

ong the ore adv ced centers of ublic education; 

the v111 e comprised two districts. oach of hich ai tained an 

eleme tar roid an adv ced chool. It boasted tat it ha no 1-

liter tes over ei ht years of e. 

Sir,ce too ny districts did n t ive their school roper 

attention, Sup rinte dent ~ar1m as on of those who favored compulsory 

taxation, on the grounds that the Stat had "a r1 ht to protect itself' 

from 1gnoranc, as from fraud and violence." 
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He considered that incompetent teac ers ere the most serious 

sin le threat to the public chool system. and believed that some 

satisfactory method oft acher-training mu t be developed 1 ediately. 

Although he approved 1n theory of ormal schools, he reed with 

t ose ho found them impractical under Delaware conditions at th t 

eriod; h~ hoped that some pl might be worked out in coo eration 

1th Delaw re College to - et the State's needs. He dis reed with 

Judge Hall's contention that the public schools t emselves should be 

t e source of .future teachers. Besides the obvious objection th t 

this theory offered nothi to meet the immediate shortage, he feared 

that 1ts practice might lead to inbreeding. Any school system, to be 

permane t, must be rogressive and must get new ideas and new blood 

t'rom ~herever they might be found. Re likewise did not believe 

that the ro rams of ubl1c and pr1v te schools were ao at variance 

that graduates of academies and colleges would not make satisfactory 

teachers for the district schools; in fact, he predicted that well-

taught public schools would come to serve all the urposes of the academies 

and would gra ually absorb them. In his own county. he commented, 

there ere already teachers qualiried to introduce classea to the 

classics and hi er mathematics; their number mi t reaso ably be 

expected to increase. 

To rid the schools of 1 competent teachers already enroloyed, and 

to encourage able c didatea. he urged to changes to the school law. 

An e dm nt '1th teeth" should make it possible to sto district• 
from evadi the require ta concer ing qualifications, as many of them 

habitually did. All pros ective teachers should be required to paaa 

uniform examinations before they could legally be employed.. 

Another immediate need of the schools was some means of co-

ordi ating the efforts of the scattered districts, assisting progressive 
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schools nm 1 ta1ning tandards, and urging on the 1 ards. He 

believed a single Stat superintendent, who would devote his hole 

time to the task and be paid, would serve the needs of Delaware. 

There are occasional passages in Hall's and rim Is various 

r ports thats g st the poss1b111ty of dislike and jealousy bet een 

the. If such as the ease, it may explain why no leader, in this 

e rly period, succeeded 1n fusing rim's sound noti ons of organization 

and Hall's dvanced t eor1es of philoso hy and ethods of public 

education. ihatever its cause, the failure was a tragedy for Delaware 

schools, for from the published ork of the to me it is possible to 

co struct a plan of education satisfactory even under t entieth century 

standards. 

Then xt important item about t achers appe rs in the proceedings 

of th Ne Castle County School Convention of 1847, hich resolved 

that the convention recommend all teachers in rew Castle county to 

hold a me tin in ilmi gton on the 2nd Thursday of October, and form 

themselves into an assoc! tion for their mutual benefit. According 

as "rather slim" -- "some twenty or t enty-five signed a con tttution." 

Judge Hall addressed the members, and there was some discussion, the -
only topic mentioned being the recommendation of suitable textbooks. 

Again in 1850 the eed tor some means of training teachers satis

factorily was emphasized; th State had found from experience that 

it could not secure the best of the teachers prepared in other States; 

1th proper inducements 1t might persuade good local boys, especially 

thos plan 1ng to enter some profession later, to enter the field. 

At this same convention a Committee on Standards of Instruction 

in the Common Schools made an interesting report, w 1ch, although it 

bears more directly on curriculum, is orthy of consideration 1n regard 
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to a study of teachers and teac 1ng methods. It was written by 

illard ~1. chairman of the group which had made the report, and 

concurred in by the others. 

The connnittee found that a customary devotion to quantity waa 

causing the c il.dren to be drilled in meaningleaa ,exerciaea, in-. 
correctly done. from which they learned nothing but inattention and 

inaccuracy. The great principle underlying all instruction should be 

"that the scholar exercise his own mind, intelligently un~eratanding 

what he is doing• and not mechanically repeating sounds like a parrot." 

Disregard of the principle, however, was the rule of instruction in 

most subjects, and in the private schools as well as the public. 

Examples are given of a child copying a page in a ·slovenly scrawl, 

his thoughts a thousand miles from the taak in hand, his nervea 

learning an inaccurate pattern and his mind the habit of inattention; 

of another permitted to form the habit of lame, incorrect. spelling

reading that would effectually prevent him from ever getting pleasure 

or profit from a printed page. The object in both instances was to 

cover an assignment in a given time, though a line or two, copied with 

care, attention, supervision and self-criticism would have taught the 

boy more about both writing and thinking; ability to read easily and 

accurately. even if he remained. long on a simple text, would have in 

the end made a reader capable of progressing alone if he must. 

The fault lay not alone with careless teachi g, which failed 

to supervise and direct the children•s efforts; parents who insisted 

on quantity without any consideration or quality ere equally responsible 

for the situation. The combination or causes was producing a crop 

of students who were "superficial in a11•" unacquainted with the meaning 

of thoroughness, and robbed of the pleasure of worthwhile accomplishment. 
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Items concerning textbooks, cattered through various reports, 

indicate that t eir diversit co pelled individual instruction as the 

general rule. even 1th thos teach rs skillful enough to organize 

their groups wisely. 

In 1851 the proposal toe age a "county agent" to supervise 

the sc ool had gained considerabl ground; even lllard ~11. who had 

feared centralization and dele ation o1 responsibility. was comi:ng 

to admit that the suggestion had erits. 

Another point rought to attention 1n 185~ was the reat 1n-

eq ality that had developed in the opulation and resources of the 

districts since the lines were originally drawn. One teac er was often 
' 

asked to struggle along with twice the class-load another carried; some 

oor districts ere utterly una le, eYen with real sacrifice. to supply 

proper orking conditions for the instructors they employed. 

The sc ool term remained at approxinatel its modern length. although 

3 few sc ools wer en for t;elve onths. and tour for only five. 

In 1852 the main busines of the eating was a discussion ot 

schoolhouse construction and furnishing; a report by a committee headed 

by Dr. Le is P. Ill.sh, a prominent .ilmlngton physician, sh~ ed retched 

conditlons--buildl~a ill-heated• ill-ventilated, iithout shelter from 

wind or sun. and fitted with backless d k and little el e. The task 

of even an excellent teacher in a school here the children left "with 

the 1 ression oat prominent ln their inda of rattan, fatigue, toul 

air and eadache, the sun blazing int eir e es in SUJDiller and the smoke 

torturing the in winter," must have been a formidable one; it is not 

pleasant to contemplate the work a merely fair or an outright incompetent 

teacher would do under uch conditions. 

At the same convention the delegates recommended that the com

missioners and clerk• ot the school districts be advised to v1•1t their 
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cool ont l to d~ter ine the rogress of the tudenta and the 

fitnes of the teacher for his ork. They alao agreed to petition 

the next session of the legi ~ature tor a law appointing a bo r ot 

qualified examiners to examine all applicants for teaching position• 

in the county, and requiring that no person not certified by thla 

board ight be employed as an instructor. On F'ebruary ~. 1853, a bill 

was defeated in the Bouse which 

intention of this resolution. 

y possibly have carried out the 

The following year the Convention appoi~ted, among other com

mittees, one to study the status of teacher• in service. Its report, 

presented in 1854, sug ested the eatabliahm.ent of an Institute to 

enable instructors to improve their methods, exchange idea• and in

form themselves of new developments in the field of education. The 

best results would be obtained if attendance were made obligatory, and 

the districts should, in all f irness, pay their teachers ~or the day 

so spent. The committee further reported that salaries were tar too 

low to attract competent teachers or hold those who developed any 

degree of skill; a dollar a day or les was the average--a trifle leas 

than the standard pay of day laborers. The di tr1cts ere urged to 

raise pay as a real econ~my. 

rofessional auperY1aion wa flruil. l to be provided; the Convention 

asked districts to contribute 5 • - iece toward pay1 the expenses or a 

superintendent to be appointed on the responsibility or the Conve~tion 

until the legislature had an opportunity to act, since. it the waited 

for legal authority, a good p rt of the year would be lost. 

A committee was appointee to examine textbooks, and select a list 

of the most satisfactory ones for the county's needs, copies of which 

the superintendent should t ke with hi• on his visits ao that the 

teachers ight have an opportunity to inspect them. 
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The legi lative pro ram failed 1n the enate after pas ing the 

House, ut the ~uperintendent had served as the agent of the vGluntary 

association, apparently, since Dr. Arthur • ~imshaw, a 1lm1ngton 

physician, made a detailed report of hi• , service in that capacity, 

u lished as an appendix of the Convention proceeding• of 1865. 

Another atte pt had been made to promote an organization among the 

teachers, but had failed for lack of interest; the Delaware School 

Journal, started to provide a forum for discussion of school problem• 

and to provide teachers with up-to-date prore• sional 1nformat1on, 

expired after a few issues for the same reason, although it had been 

favorably received by reviewer• outside the State. 

'L 

Dr. Ori shaw's survey of the schools confirmed, with further details, 
\ 

the previous rep rts of uncomfortable, unsanitary, unsightly schoolhouse• 

and grounds, whose equipment frequently consisted of nothing more than 

ill-arranged benches sut'ticient to accommodate some of the children. 

aps, globes, charts, nd black oards were often missing, and were never 

supplied in sufficient quantity. There wa~ no uniformity of textlx>oks, 

making it necessary for teachers to instruct each child individually. 

Some youngsters were not even supplied with book• of any sort, and other• 

had no slates or other writing material. Attendance was exceedingly 

irregular. since parent• countenanced both absence and tardiness. and 

the physical plant bred illness. Indifference or hostility to public 

school• was still the gener~l attitude in many districts. 

Into these schools where conditions would tax the skill ot the 

very finest teachers were dumped untrained instructors with no idea of 

how to organize a classroom. The superintendent found it rare tor a 

teacher to arrange her program so that all students were kept profitably 

busy during the entire school day. In many cases it appeared as it 



-22- Education: Delaware 
Public School• 

an almost deliberate effort was being made to drill the student• 

into habits of idleness. 

There was entirely too much "hearing lessons," and not enough 

teaching. Dr. Grimshaw commented caustically that some districts 

were not getting the worth in teaching of the tiny pittance they 

offered. Teachers did not understand how to arrange their students 

into convenient groups tor explanation, study, and recitation; they 

had no notion of effective methods of instruction; they were themselvea 

often ignorant of the .fundamentals of the subjects they were presuming 

to teach; faulty English was not rare among them; their records were 
. 

kept sketchily and someti es by mere guesswork. Those who had con-

veniently placed blackboards, with chalk, at their disposal often did 

not know how to use them; few of those who made good use of a board 

for arithmetic had any notion of its possibilities for other subjects. 

Dr. Grimshaw points out that at West oint the board was constantly 

used for instruction of all aorta. The needs of little children were 
~ J 

habitually neglected; boys and girls ot normal intelligence, eight, 
L 

nine, and ten years old ~ot i•haquentl~had never learned to read 

properly for lack of real inatruction,or to write, for lack of practice. 

Blame for such conditions must be shared among• l the adult• 

connected with the schools; parents were indifferent, parsimonious, or 

downright hostile; commissioners too frequently paid .little attention 

to their school. and gave it no genuine superTiaion. The teachers 

themselves were not guiltless; other professional peopl.9 organized to 

further their interest• and to pool their resources. and read inde

pendently for professional 1 provement; teachers in New Castle county 

had refused such aids. 
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Commissioners and others entrusted with the selection ot teachers 

did not take siough care with the task. Dr. Grimshaw had found during 
, -

two years• service as examiner for the ilmlngton Board of Education 

that "a large proportion of those who presented themselves for 

examination were deficient in the elementary branches of an English 

educat1 on." Some experiE11ced teachers , had failed more signally 

than novices. Though examination results, he concluded, do not prove 

an applicant will ake a good teacher, failure to show reasonable 

literacy proves that he cannot become one. 

Earlier and later reports support Dr. Grimshaw•s charges against 

the schools of even the most progressive county of the state; it is, 

however, possible that he has painted his picture in unrelieved. dark 

tones for the sake of emphasis. 1lmingtoniana who remember him des-

cribe him as a severe, dour, old Scotchman who tmded to probe merci

lessly weaknesses, especially those that menaced the welfare of 

children, and to take satisfactory results for granted. They add 

that his concern for young people was very genuine, and that he 

possessed a grutf kindliness. His blistering sarcasm and biting humor 

were reserved largely for attacks on stupidity, indifference, and 

selfishness. 

The final Convention report contains a summary of remark• of 

C. S. Layton, superintendent from Sussex county, who was present as 

a guest, and of an unofficial representative from Kent CDunty. Both 

gave pess1 istic accounts of conditions in the lower part of the 

State, and commented upon the far greater public interest the school• 

had been able to enlist in ew Castle. Since circumstances were far 

from encouraging in many of the diatricta in this section, they uat 

have been dreary indeed elsewhere. 
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The one n w ite cone rning teachers and methods is a des-

cription of a onstration lesson taught by r. L prey, principal 

of the Boys ' School in ilmin ton, to a class of his students . 

Correct use of th blackboard as the feature especially emphasized. 

In th period bet een 1856 and 1875, the oat ignif1cant 

educ tional movements concerned effort to improve the quality of 

teachers available for Delaware schools. Three separate mov ments 

were involved. 

he Governor's message of 1857, as printed in th House Journal, 

uggested free tuition at Dela are College for the honor graduate 

of each school district. Th re is an 1 plication that these scholar

ship students might be ex ected to becom teachers in the public schools 

for at least a limited period . On arch 2 of the same year, the Houa 

Journal records the d feat of a propoaRl to organize a normal school 

in coop ration with Delaware College. Like most it a entered in the 

Journal, this 1a referr d to erely by title, and the only etail 

· furnished is that the mea ure lost by a -9 vote. 

ine y ars later a privet institution attempted to fill the need 

for teachers' training center. A young teacher from aine, ohn 
-,, 

Harknes, settl din ilmington, and established a school he called the - ~,.., 
els are State ormal University, the t enty-second7to be established 

ln the United States . In the ormal School Advocate for 1871, 

follo ing the controversy which crippled the venture, he presented 

his credentials. Among them was a recommendation dated 1864, from the 

Presi ent of Bo doin College referring to him as "a recent graduate," 

and another, dated ay 1865, from the "agent of the igh School," 

Ca den, e., vouching for him as a scholar, a teacher, and a man of 

good character, and adding: 'He has had an experience of some five 
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yeara in the business of teaching." Other references offered were 

HEnry Barnard, formerly u. s. Commissioner of Education, and John 

Eaton, then Commissioner. illard Hall testified, in a letter ot 

ovember 15, 1869, to bia 

"enthusiastic fondness" for his calling, and commented: 
'Hi• views upon the subject (of education) are tlw 
result of experience and obaeryation, be having been 
liberally educated, and analyzed the process of educa
tion; and 1 h1s practice in teaching shows the correct
ness of his views. He has the benefit of system, 
formed with judgement and care, and ot patient 
industry to carry it out." 

The venerable udge added that his contact with the young teacher 

had been only in his professional capacity. 

The First Annual Report and catalogue of the state Normal 

University listed the principles of education upon which the in

stitution was founded. summarized, they ware: 

1- Coeducation is to the practical and moral 
benefit of both boys and girls. 

2- Education means more than mere er ing. "Let 
all the abilities of the intellect be symmetrically 
cultivated and fully developed." 

3- Learning how to teach, as a science and an art, 1• 
a principle whicb 11 summons to its aid all attainable 
knowledge." 

4- Every young man needs three years of educational 
training for the business of teaching. 

5- Blackboards, picturea, etc., are ndispensable 
beoauae they give visual concepts. 

6- Teaching by rote is too common; teac ng principle• 
too rare ••• "The student has a strong temptation to 
neglect the all important labor of thinking tor 
himselr. because books express thoughts tor him.• 

The weakness of r. arnnesa' qualification as a teacher, judg-4 

from the style of his own signed statements, was a certain bu.mptioua

nesa. His work containa, also. more than a sug estion that he con

sidered his Delaware activities in the light of a missionary journey 

to the heathen, and that he took no great pains to conceal this attitude. 

Prospective student• were required to present proof of proficiency 

in readi , selling, grammar, perulianabip, arithmetic, and geography. 
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of good health, and of od oral c.haracter. one were admitted 

to the normal department under the age of fourteen. 

There ware two oth r CO'IZ' sea planned, one which trained for 

blsineas aid one 11hich Jrepared teachers tor secondary school subject•• 

Stephen B. _!eks, in Public School Education in Delaware, gi vea 

a od summary ot the normal school curriculum. 

Student• 
Alumni 

"The a, urae covered three y ars end, besides the 
usual high-school branches, required school vern
ment, principles of education, theory and practice 
of teaching, school economy, mercantile calculations, 
co ercial rules, bookkeeping, business corres
pondence, and extemporaneoua speaking. There waa 
also ·ork in instrumental music. On completion 
of the normal course the degree of bachelor ot 
achool teach ing might be conferred, and this degree 
might be followed by that of master after three 
years of successful iractice. During the first 
three years there was a faculty of 6 men, l woman, 
and l vacancy; 76 pu ils were registered, of whom 
26 were women; 19 persons attended the evening 
session•• In 1869 there were two graduates, four 
in 1870, and four in 1871. At one time the at
tendance was as high as 188; in 1870-71 there were 
86 students, of whom 27 were women. 

The istr1bution of students, according to residence, 
was, in this last year of operation: 

1lm1ngton 
67 

7 

State 
11 

1 

Other States 
7 (N.C.,Oa., "d.,Va.,) 
2 (Pa •• Ill.) 

(Del. state Normal Advocate, 1871) 

The First Annual eport and Catalogue ot the state onnal University 

estimate• the average annual expense or attendance at approximately 

200, divided into tuition, 54; books, 7.25; board, 138.75. The 

estimate tor the best living accommodations and the most liberal 

allowanc .tbr incidentals was 242. 

The school had the endorsement of a considerable group or men 

prominent in educational circles in the State at the time. During the 

last year of its chartered operation. ita o£ficers, in addition to 

r. Har kness himself, included Oen ral Henry du Pont, Charles B. Lor•• 

Thomas Y. Normandle and Caleb Harlan. Judge illard Hall was greatly 
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interested in the venture, and active in it beh lf. 

33 

espite its romising st rt, the institution was crippled in the 

COut' se of a controversy which seems to have been, ba ical ly, a clash 

of personalities result1~ from lack of judgment and restraint on the 

part of all the principal participants. 

In ay 1870, the Trustees of the state ormal University, accord

ing to the Fifth Annual eport, 

"1 sued a'circ lar etting forth the inefficient 
end s terous condition of Public Education 
in the Stat of elaware, end recommending 
as imm inte remod1es the establishment of a 
stat ormal chool, the office of State Super
intendent, and a teachers• Institute in each 
county for two eeks annuaUly." 

They ropooed to develop the existing school into a State or~.al and 

olytechnic Univer 1ty 1th sufficient acco ,odations end appointments 

"for th e ucati on an training of teachers for the 
schools of t.hia State, and to supply e ucatea, 
scientific, and skilled labor for our compre
hensive sph re of nufactures and industries." 

They estimated that an en owment of "between 50,000 and 100,000" 

was needed for the plan, and forthwith open d a drive tor funds. 

Although the school had een carried on a private undertaking 

from the beginning, there was evld ntly a plan to convert it into a 

S~ate institut on, for the same report continues: 

"and this they pur osed to virtually give the 
State of Delaware in trust for th benefit 

search for 

of the r1 ing and future generations. Their 
contract was clearly a public and philanthropio 
enter rise. n 

1a per h snot revealed a copy of th endowment 

drive circul r, though th rear two ex1sti 

in mor detail then the one quot d above 

sources hich sug est 

at a probably contained 

in it. he ccount in Appleton's Annual Cyclopaedia, ven in the 

footnote below, may be a direct quotation. The second suggestion ia 
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contai ed in the Com ence ent ddre s t the ormal School, delivered 

during the last eek in •ay 1870; 1t sho s cle rl the timate or 
Dela ar eduction 1 f c111t1es held by officials of this institution. 

Waverly Institute, 
'lhe addr s s delivered by dre J. Lang, pri cipal of/ 'averly, 

N. Y., ho compared Am rican educational practices unfavorably 1th 

the best Euro ean st ndards, d Dela re ractice unf'avor bly with 

Am ric st darda. 

Dur ng the d c de, 1850•60, only bout alf Del are 1 s children 

of school age ttended school at all, end only bout third attended 

the full course offsr.d in their n 1 hborhood. In ~ ine, ccording to 

1860 figures, citiz ns rec 1 ed mor than t ice a ch value for each 

dollar spent on eduction s D la a.reans did; an a akened public 

op inion, and a ste.f't of ell-treined local teachers, fired 1th civic 

pride reduced the high r de ree of efficiency in the schools. 

H d the 11ttl circular, tever it precise contents, remained 

ithin the State as a ntend d, it ould have d no oth r effect 

on Del are eduction than th t produced by the funds it succeeded 

in raisin. Unfortun tely, since the st te had no agency charged 1th 

ath ring statistics about schools, it as upable to rely to the 

qu stionnaire 1s u d by the United States Bureau of F...ducation, and the 

Com.~1ssioner, co 1ng into poss ssion of copy of the endowm nt folder, 
r 

incorpor t d it in hi annual report as the official statement of the 

condition of schools in Dela are. There it came to the attention of 

Unit d t tes Sn tor Bayard• iho object d to the print1n of the 

report 11 it cont 1n d references to Dela are ducation hich he 

characterized s "anonymous ,and untrue," and merely the random opinion 

of unqualified persons. le objected particularly to the complete 
<.. ~ c.\ \ - • \ 10) 

abse ce of any reference to Dela ar College, or to good pr vate 

secondary schools, of hich the State bad several. ~en his attention 

as call ,d to mention of the source of the material, embodied in 
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a.notb r section of th report, he dded th tone private school as 

apparently trying to adv rtise itself through public document, t 

the expense of both its comp titors and of the re utat1on of the State. 

s ortly th reafter, the ch rter of the state llormal U iv r !.ty as 

suddenly an ulled by the St te legislature, iithout publication of 

reason; it 1a charged 1n local pa rs, and a parently not denied, 

that the action had been taken under pressure from the Senator. 

Harkne sh atedly defend d himself on the grounds that hi -st teme ts re true, and ad ot been r futed by the Sen tor; tat 

the mat.rial ad be nu ed ithout its sponsor's k o ledge or cons nt, 

in the manner to ich Bayard objected; and that Dela re College 

had bee closed at th time the pamphlet had been written, lthough 

it h d reopen din the interval bet een th beginning of the drive 

for funds and the publication of th broadside as part of the report 

of the Commis loner of Education. 

S vage debate on th issue follo d an ulment of the c rt r, 

reveling person l an po itical. bitterness, and co s1derable class 

f ling bet en patrons of public and private schools. Ther as 

app r ntly om consid ration of the advisability of conte ting the 

revocation, but sine 

for the pro ct, th 

om of th sponsors had lost their enthusiasm 

ndowment driv was allo,ed to 1 p e ithout 

a strug le, although som thing over 40,000 had been pledged. 

Students at the school h ld a mass r;.eeting of prot st., t hich 

thy passed numerous resolution 1n its defense, among hich re: 

' her s this institution bas 1ven instruction to 
ever l hundr d tudents, 1d1ng may to secure better 

qualification for mercantile, mechanical, and agri
cultural pursuits, and h s qualified at 1 ast t e ty
fiv p rsons for th busi a of chool t ching, in
cluding the gr duating cla of 1871, and has sub
scription of money ple d to the amount of nearly 
50,000;" its fee for charter had been paid, and the 

State had ever made any appropriation to ard its 



-30- ducation: la ar 
blic Schools 

m intenance, th students conde ed the egislature 
or it actio d th nked the Tr ... te s £or conferring 

de rees e rned in the current year before tho revocation 
of tho charter b crune effec 1ve. 
1 R solved that hav ever heard any political, 
p rtisa, or ct~~-~~~ re ark in this 1 stitu 1on fro 
any instructor; 
Resolved that ithout dispar em _t to any school or 
teacher, ie have rec ived the most thorough, pro r salve, 
1nteresti , and sat1 f ctory instruction in tbis in
stitution that it sever b~en our privilege toe joy." 

nough the state .ormal niveraity did not die immediately as 

the result of th lo s of its charter, it ceased to be an important 

factor 1n the educational developrnen of the rtate, and of course was 

no longer a riv lo the reviv d la,; are Coll ge. 

The fault for the failure of the venture seems to lie in the 

frailties of th thr e men chiefly involved. If it is true that the 

Unit d States Commissioner of duca.tion, as H rkness charg d, used 

materi 1 in a ay nev,er intended by its authors and 1 thout their 

consent, his p rt in the d bacle seems inexcusable. John Harkness' 

iti s reveal him sane thusiast ho laced balance and tact. 

'llle Sen tor, though his 1 d1ate ground for criticism of the report 

appear lo ical, di pl yed stubbornness, short ightedness, and vindictive-

nes in is ttempt to punish those be felt ha def d the state. 

It is int resting to s eculate upon hat might have come of 

the endo mien t drive if th rson 1 equation had been different, 

and any one of the thr protagonists h d so ore m ture judgment. 

According to Appleton's An ual for 1872 (Vol. 11, p . 248), the 

leg1s1 tur in 1 71 am n ed th charter of Dela re College to admit 

ten tudent o.n ually from ach county free of tuition, on condition 

t1at ~ec1p1ent of th cholarsh1ps obligate the elves tote ch in 

the fr e cool for ot 1 ss than one ye • eeks (~,P• cit. p .81) 
7 

iv the d te 1873, e.nd t amount s 3,000 yearly fort o years. 

An attempt to reenact the provision in 1875 failed 1 the house after 
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pa .a e by the s n te. 

Ih 1875 new school la s p ssed, er atin • for the first t1 e, 

a some hat centraliz d sy tem 11th a St t Su r1ntendent and uniform 

regulations for 11 district3. 

One of the ne require ents comp l d te chers to h v certificat 

from the State Su er1nte dent attesting proficiency in th common 

Enslish bra che, an to make quarterly repo~ts to th commissioners 

of the numb r of pupils ttending• the textbooks u ed• nd the sub cts 

taught. A license f of 2 . charged for the c rt ficate. 

J mes A. Groves , the first up rintendent, instituted examinations -
at or.ce, in the fall o 875 . H believed it is to mak the first 

on s comparatively e sy, so th t per ons al1•e dy 1n servic mi ht have 

an op ortunity to pr pre th mselves to met rising standard. The 

n n roved the stimulus to improvement it sponsor had hoed, 

s titness d by th f ct th t the sam candidates, the 

1ere bl top s a more difficult paper mor ere 1tably than they 

did t first. 0 rthogr phy, R ding, ritihg, ental and ritten 

Arithmetic , Geogr hy, 

d the 1eory and ractice of Teaching," re th subject tested. 

ritt n p pers ere requir din rithmetic, geo raphy, gr ar, and 

Am ric n istcry; t er st of th ex 1 t1on 1 s oral, an npp rently 

public . The follo ing sp cim n examin tion is iven: 

Speci en run1 a.tion 1n eor and Pr ctic of ucation 

1- Ilov do you con uet class in Qp l in? 
2- Ho ould you secur punctu 11ty and attendance in your school? 
3- B 'l.' at m t od do ou pr v nt 1 isp ring d talki in our 
4- bat is the best method of s euri an enthus1 sm for study? 

O! ould you puni h pu 11s die~ d to lying ors ring? 
6- Do you think sclool is made better by the use cf rod? 
7- Should c rpor 1 puni~hment b in lie din tl pre nc o the 
8- o ould you secure the good 111 d cooperation of parent? 

- you think the e rul s dll b suitabl to ev ry school? 
10- 111 all puoila be r the s me treatment? 
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11- o woul you org ize a school 
12- ~ame five difficulties you ave had to counter in a school

room, and give the remedy you used. 
13- Do you t ink ou are respo s1ble for the mora1 tra1n1n of 

your upils? 

SUP'T CHOOLS 1 1876. 

At this period only one rade of cert1f1cat was issued, since 
I 

the Superintendent flt that his requirements covered only the 

minimum essentials necessary for any teacher. Io matter what the 

grades a teacher handled, an essential part of his work was to "impart 

ideas about ich a child may talk and think"; a person himself 

barely literate was obviously unqualified to undertake such a task. 

In his tr1 s through the counties, the Suporintendent found the 

teachers, for the most part, holly untrained in classroom management 

and teaching ethods. Tho~ the most important function of a super

visor "1ose co~ shad so little professional preparation should be to 
' 

visit teachers to correct errors and suggest better procedures, 

• Groves found it hys1cally impossible to meet the legal require---
m nt of a stop at each school once each y ar. He reported the reat 

majority of the teachers anxious to cooperate and eager to make uae 

of the ass1stanc he as able to of£er them. 

In ew Castle county. th existence of a sizable city, and the 

tradition fostered by the School Conventions of the r -c v11 ~ar 

period. had pro uced a so1:1ewhat more advanced school system than had 

developed elsew ere in the Stat . ~en er• o ever, there u 

gr at 1nd1ff r nee on the part of the majority of residents to the 

condition and effici ncy of their schools. The teachers were good 

or poor. dep nd1 upon th skill of tho~e who had tau t them, tor 

f~w had had any training other than that offered in their o district. 

and ·ere unf"am111 r 1th educational trends elaew ere. For the most 

part. instruction was elementary. and rigidly formal; clasa orga..~1zation 
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was poor--partly because of the diversity of texts in use, partly 

because of mere ineptness on the part of the teacher; "much teaching 

power was necessarily wasted." But, says the Superintendent, "on 
'f 

the other hand I found earnest men and women full of enthusiasm. '!heir 

schools showed that trained hands had put them in order; szstea was 

taught as well as grammar." 

Teachers• tenure in this county was largely a matter ot capriceJ 

it was not unusual tor teachers to be unjustly dismissed on unsub

stantiated charges, or for incompetents to be retained because ot 

personal popu~arity. 

In Kent county most of the general observations about the 

staff in New Castle were also true. In addition, it was customary 

here tor a woman to have the school for the summer-tall term, and a 

man to be in charge during the winter-spring months. Besides ita 

disrupting influence upon school routine, the system made teaching 

a part-time occupation unable to claim the full attention of those 

engaged in it. Like ew Castle, Kent county did have some good teaches 

doing excellent work, in spite ot the d1tficulties they faced, but 

the Superintendent comments: "I must say that some others are merely 

putting in time and drawing their pay." 

Discipline was usual.ly mild in the schools in this section, and 

order good. 'Ibis is surprising in view of the almost incredible 

crowding reported in many buildings. It was one ot these schools 

here the Superintendent on his inspection trip found 83 students 

present in a room 16x20 teet; 116 were carried on the school roll. 

Besides having to work in congested quarters, the teachers were f'urther 

handicapped by scarcity of equipment. 

In Sussex county nearly all teachers were men, who occupied the 

three or tour alack montha between farming seasons at achoolkeeping. 

'ost of them were ill-equipped ror the taskJ frequently they were 
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themaelv s unfud.11ar with the hndamentala ot arithmetlc-thea 

teach 1ng ot lt wu l.1m1ted to th ciphering• , without explanation. 

supt. Groves 1'ound them oooperat1ve and willing to iapl'OYe thell' 

methodll, tor, 1n ouea where he had. talked with candidates at the 

ti- ot th• teaohen' examination a~t the need tor undentan41ng 

ele-nt&r7 prlncl lea and • tressing th- 1n their teaching, he uauall.7 

tound on hia lalt that hi• auggeat1ona had al.readJ' b en put in o 

practice. Children, ~o, were eager, attentive, and open to eugg atlonJ 

the cause ot poor schools in the oount7 la7 ln laok ot popul.ar aupport, 

poor equipment, and the shor\ term. rather than 1n an7 1n1'erlorit7 

in human material. 

such nre the achool• ot the state 1n the b1enn1 1875-76. On 

n•• tactor waa introduced into the school proe-ui in the late tall 

ot 187& and the earl.7 •pring ot 1871 wbloh bad an important bearing 

on teacher training in the state tor ve197 nearl7 the next hal.t oenturJ'.-

the Teachers' Inatltute. SUeb meeting• had been urged on the dlatrlcta 

in New CaatJ• oount,. twent7 7eara prertoual7 at the School ConventionaJ 

'When tbe7 were tlnall7 introduced th 7 were aatlatacto17 be7ond the 

expect t1on ot t.ho who organised. tbal. 11aft7 teacbera, during the 

Superintendent'• lnapection tour, graterul.17 acknowle~ed the help 

the7 had received. tro augg ationa made at the Inatitute. New 14 u 

ot method• and management re presented to the participant•, and tor 

aome ot th- at leaat, the programa opened an entire new intellectual 

horizon. 

'lb• tin, ot theae eting• waa held at Middletown, OCtober 28, 

29, 30, 187&. Morning and atternoon aeaaiona were d voted to 4Saou.aa1on 

ot practloal probl••• and to talka and demonatrat1ona involving t.heo17 -
and practice ot teaching. On the• enings ot th 28th and 29th,, t.here 

••re public lecture• b7 SUper1nten4ant WOodru1't ot Bucka Co., Pa., and 
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A imilar meetin, highly successful from the standpoint of 

attendanc and ent usiasm, as held at ~over, December 9, 10, ll, 1875, 

and a third at Georgetown, February 2,3, 4, 5, 1876. Sc ool officials .,,,,,-

had had some misgivings about the Sussex Institute, but it received -
unexpected and encour 1ng cooperation from both schools and the public. 

"The majority of the teachers in this county being males, the dis

cussions of the various subjects presented were more lively than at 

either of the others," commented Supt. Groves. ·Not only schoolmen, 

but lawyers, doctor, and mi 1sters "lent their presence 1n the good 

cause." 

For a permanent solution of the teacher-training problem, the 

Superintendent believed that a public normal school would have to be 

added to the school system. 

Reports of the Superintendent of Free Schools, though they 

ere titl d annual, apparently appeared only biennially. The next 

availabl ,at any rate, is for 1878. 

Examination for teacher certification had proceeded regularly 

since the fall of 1875; papers had been made progressively harder, but 

the standard of performance had steadily risen none the less. The 

Superintendent remarked that of the 462 individuals certified in 

18751 "not more than one-fifth could then have passed the examinations 

required this year." At the first three ex 1nat1ons 1 Sussex papers 

had intentionally been made easier than those for the other counties 

because teachers in this section did not have access to the facilities 

for study and self-improvement in service that residents of the more 

thickly settled neighborhoods did. In 1878, the examinations for the 

whole State bad for the first time been of uniform difficulty. 

Dr. Groves answered in some detail the objection that some 
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primary te chers r 1sed to having to meet the same requirements as 

those demanded ror more advanced schools. Theirs, he said, wa the 

most respo sible osition in the entire school system, since they 

had the first molding of all students, and gave many their only 

instruction. Since children in the lo er grades can ot yet read with 

mu.ch facility, their teachers cannot rely upon textbooks; they 

must really teach, orally. Consequently, they must be fell-informed. 

A position in these grades requires the greatest teaching power and 

personal f1tne s. 

A first-grade certificate, requir1hg satisfactory grades in all 

regular elementary subjects, and, in addition, Natural Philosophy 

(general scienc ), Rhetoric, Geometry, and Al ebra, had been authorized, 

and seven of them issued. 

The chief eakness of the state-supervised program was still the 

fact that the superintendent as unable, unassisted, to examine the 

ork of all th teacher in the st te in the limited time available, 

and give them the assistanc they eeded in meeting their problems. 

There had, ho ever, been very significant adva ces in the four 

years under the ne plan. In Sussex county, here conditions had 

been particularly bad, the change as especially marked. Teachers 

h d been transformed into an eager and interested group whose spirit 

s spreading to the public; tool subjects ere being ell taught, and 

the middl -grade subjects of gr ar, geography, and history were being 

rapidly i troduced. The school plant remained poor. In Kent county 

bout to-third 0£ the schools sho ed progress. The most striking 

develo ment involving teachers there as the growing tendency to 

employ a single individual £or the full t rm. any districts, ho ever, 

ere still prone to hire a "chea" te cher, regardless of ability. 

e Castle county continued to hold the leadership its earlier . 
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organization and ita more compact population had giYen it. 1h• 

cb1et adYanc ••• in th• direction ot obtaining new turniabing an4 

equipment. SeTeral conaol14ationa were reported. here. 

Te cher 'Inat1tutu were bing held annuall7 with continued 

aucceaa, though a few ca.daa1onera would not permit the closing ot 

the achool ao that the teaeher might attend• ••en at h1a own 2:pen••• 

and in aome aectiona it ftB omamon not to credit the teacher tor the 

da7 on the 7 rollJ Wilmington. tboup independent oft.he state 

superintendent•• ottic, allowed ita teachers to attend, with tull 

pay. 

In ap1te ot th• adYanoea 1n man7 t1elda, it wu proving d1t

tieul t to entoro th law requiring o rt1t1cat1onJ only about halt 

the teachers, in 18'78• ooapl1e4. 

'lhe SUper1ntendent•s ,annual Report tor 1880 d1aocmt1nued the 

practlo of giving apecit1o detail• tor the eparate oount1 •• except . 

tor atat1atical 1tema aueb aa att ndance, length ot tera., eto. 'lhe 

change ia not explained; lt ma7 have been made b cause the tt-emendoaa 

gap b tween the ayat ma of the arioua aeotiona h d been cloaed b7 

uniform requiNJBenta and aupenia1on. The lower eountiea continued 

to keep their choola in ••••ion a ahort r time than did New Caatl • 

and, in general to hav le a aatiatactor,. buildings and equipment. 

Inatitutea continued to pl'Ove a aucceaa in ra1a1ng the atandarda 

ot teaching and of acholarahip among the achool •11>107 • of the Stat•• 

more than halt of 1'ho had never attended any bllt d1atr1ot publie 

achoola. The eting .. re alao helping aroua public inter at. Moat 

of the di tricta, compl71ng with the Superintend t 1a requeat ot 1878• 

were allowing their a tatfa to ttend w1 th full P81 .. 
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, amin ton re lations d been revised to permit the 

1 suance of thr e rad of certificate. The second and t ird grade 

were ide tical in subj ct requirement 1th the basic certificat 

described above; the higher rat1n d a ded a grade of 90 on 'all 

question proposed." 

53 such certificates 

ough this as admittedly a hi h standard, 

d been is ued. The first grade certificate 

remained the ame as rev1ously. 

During the entire period of his sup r1ntendency, • Groves 

stres ed the need for a thorough groundi jn the tool subjects, and 

devoted much attention to improving instruction in th "thr e R1s' 

and in language study. m1nat1ons had compelled the teachers to 

complete their own mastery of th fundamentals; institutes brought 

them ew ideas bout methods; in many sections growing public interest 

enabled the school co issionere to su ply up-to-date equip ent. 

In arithmetic and langu e study especi lly, ethods ere 

revolutionized durin the period. Teach rs ere learning to explain 

pr nc1ples in athematics, corr ct pr ctice exercises, and check 

results by frequent blackboard work; they ere encour ed to supple-

ent the t xtbook materi l 1th problems of their own, based upon 

the c 1ldren's experlence and eeds. They ere ur ed to have children 

be in the tudy of 11sh rl. th or l and written composit:i..on, and to 

teach them it pri c1ples inductiv ly, r ther than to attempt formal 

gr ar s the fir t st P• The Sup r1nt ndent re rked that the 

result obtained from the method lere very urpri 1ng to those trained 

under the arlier plan. 

Tbrou bout the State, or a 1zat1on of schools as far better 

than it had b en at the beginning of the period; there was better 

order, fe er instances of br tal disc1pl1n, and mor satisfactory 

classroom m na ement. o ever, this improvement as menaced by a ew 
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adverse ractor. Pay bad always been ao low that it endangered the 

efficiency ot the school•• and, dur1 the biennium ending in 1880• 

its average had fallen still lower. Since the published average 

salaries included thoae oft and cities. "at least nine tenths" 

or the State•• teacher• received lees than th1a t1gure. Consequently 

1t was becoming increasingly d11'f"1cult to attract promising new 

recruits to the prote 1on or to bold competent. mature, member• ; 

after at w yeara apprenticeship the beat cand1datea either left the 

State or changed th 1r occupation. 

ftle third attempt of ich we have record. to organize teacher• 

1n D lawar was made in August 1879; thia ~e wu aucceast'ul. Only 

the onth ot th1a t1rat org izat1on ia mentioned. A year later, 

"during the lat w ek ot August" 1880, the t1rat regular annual 

meeting w sh ld at Rehoboth Beach. '!he membership included eight7 

"teacher• and trienda ot education• from the three camtiea and fro• 

both public and private schools. 

Some of the topics diacuaaecl at theae meetings still ve 

familiar ring. Papers w re read upon: "How Can the Period ot Harmtul 

Reading be Avoided?"; "Educational Tramp"J "'l'he Development ot 

Character in the School-room"; "How Shall We Keep Teachers Longer 1n 

the Schoolroom and Prevent Frequent Changea? "The Public Schoola 

u a Preparation tor 01t1zenah1p. Rev. J.E. Mowbra7 delivered a -
lecture on "Dest1n7 ot the English Languag "J t. T. • Willi--
lectured o "Intellectual ower J Chit J'Uat1oa Comeg7 delivered a 

lecture on "Teacher• Their Relationa to their PUp1la• and the :Dit1 • 

and Re onaib111t1 a Growing out ot It.• 

The Association petitioned tor a normal department "eonnected 

with our State Institute at ark." Exact1y what this expression 

mean baa not been determined. Resolution• •re alao paased 1naiat1ng 
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"with the dignity of true self-respect, that we are entitled to 

proper remuneration for our services"; deploring irregular and uncertain 

tenure because of the method of levying the school tax, and urging 

that this matter be "on the same basis as other tax laws of the 

State"; and finally stating, as the opinion of public and private 

school, town and rural teachers, and friends of education, "that it 

would accrue to the highest interest of education throughout the 

State, if there were but one law applying alike to the whole State." 

There ere still, in 1 O, a considerable number of teachers 

w o had not complied with the certification requirements. 'lbe Superin

. tendent urged that the two dollar examination fee be abolished. 

ir . G~oves made his final report for the biennium closing 1n 

1882. He reported gradual "substantial and permanent" improvement 

"in several directions" in Delaware schools during the eight years 

of his incumbency, and credited the change largely to the loyal co

operation of his teac ing staff. 

Ap ointment of an assistant superintendent had made it possible 

for each school in the state to be visited at least once during the 

year. 

He reported the teachers~ as a body, hardworking and con-

sci nt1oua. ough some gains might still be made through simple 

cooperation between parents, teachers, and local officials, the 

le 1slature would lave to initiate the next major stepe. 'lhe State 

needed a normal or training school so that teachers would not consume 

public :tunds and the time and energy of children "learning their trade 

at public expense." 

Scholastic requirements had been raised at each of the annual 

teachers' examinations; none the less the average grade achieved by 

all candidates was higher 1n 1882 than in any previous year. The 
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Superinte dent was convinced th t exam1n tlons were keeping teachers 

alert to opportunities for self-improvement; they ere like ise a 

need d stimulus to prevent mental rusting amon a group hos ent their 

ntlre orking time in the company of c 1ldren. 

Visits to the schools conti ued to reveal steady improvement in 

the quality of teaching being done throu bout the State; suggestions 

made t Institut s, conf'erenc s, and former visits of the Superintendent 

ere being generally pli d. In connection 1th Institutes, the 

Superintendent remarked that they had hitherto been supported by 

contributions from th teachers• own meagr salar1 ; the legislatur 

hould now ake a sufficient ppropriation to cover their cost, since 

th lr value h db n d mon trated. 

e furt r au e tion s that a life certificate be authorized. 

Its ould be given only tot os ,1th ten or fifteen year of successful 

teaching to their credit, and only after examination and under careful 

regulation. 

The orst dicap of the school syste as its eed for 

better fin cial bas; b cause al ries were so lo and orking 

co ditions so unsatisfactory, the best experienc men and omen ere 

leaving the ervice; for the s er ason, fe er and f wer able and 

amb tious youngsters er offerin the selv s to fill the vacancies. 

Superinte dent Carpenter• first Report a not b en seen. -
The second, dated 1886, and the final on of the series, contains 

only re otes concerning t cher and teaching conditions. re• 

quent chang sin teachers r still the rule; there seemed to be an 

incre ed illingness on th part of co 1 sioner to pay for good 

instructors; to'W?l schools, though, 1th the exc~ption of ilmi gton, 

they were unable to duplicate the supervisory service offer d by the 

State Su erint ent's office, were b 1ng more and ore generally 
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A State ormal School rema1ned one of the outstanding needa 

of the system. The report auggested a specific program. embracing 

a two-year course in grade-school subject matter and the !story 

].J.3> 

o:f education, methods, management, and psychology. Free scholarships, 

possibly twenty for each county, should be awarded to boys over 16 

years of age or irls over 15 who pledged themselves to a definite 

term of service in the public schools. No new building would be 

needed, since the course m1 t be added to the curriculum at Delaware 

College, or the Academy at ewark. (Powell says that the Academy waa 

conducting a private normal school at this period. L. P. Powell, 

History of Education in Delaware, P• 80) 

In 1887 the offices of State Superintendent ot ~°Tee Schools, 

and assistant superintendent. were abolished in favor of county 

superintendents. o further material covering the rural sections ot 

the three counties, and compiled by qualified educators, 1s available 

until the survey of 1918, made by the General F,ducation Board ot -
New York, at the request of a committee of the legislature. '!he actual 

ork was done by Dr. Abraham Flexner and Dr. Frank P. Bachman. -
In this report the comments on teachers !JR:Wi• i indicate that 

decentralization of administration had checked the hope.ful progreea 

initiated under the State au rintendency. The survey committee 

found the teachers as a group, in 1918, most inadequat ly trained. 

Only 20 percent held college or normal school graduate certificates. 

The lo est grade of certificate issued comprised 67 percent of the 

entire '12"1> r. Of the high school teachers reporting, only 43 percent 

w re qualified according to nationally recognized standards. Elementary 

teachers ere even leas well-equipped; only 23 perc nt offered an 

acceptable standard of training, while 44 percent had not even com

pleted a high school course • .Among rural teachers only 6 percent were 
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rcent had not completed igh school. 

In the lementary schools• th colored teachers, relatively• ere the 

best-trained. Among them. 45 ercent ere normal graduates or had 

at le st som college ere its • 

. ost la are teac rs of tbe period ere immature; 23 percent 

of them ere under twenty-one ars of age. and only t nty-seven 

· dividu ls ere fifty or over. ·ost of the teachers ere ew to their 

SC ool., d only 38 percent h d be n in the State syst m for five 

ye rs or lo er. Lack of satisfactory training facilities. and poor 

ann~&l salaries ere the chief causes of the schools' abnormally low 

holdi g o er. 

lthough monthly salaries were described as "not bad"-- 90 for 
l 

white 
high school teachers. 60-65 tor those in/elementary schools. and 

45 tor egroes. the comparatively short term made 

median as 810 for high sc ool• 585 for elementary. 

ual salarie• whose 

20 t"or rural. 

and 315 for all egro teachers. (Th edian. or course. 1s not the 

aver e, but the midd1e figure hen al items are arranged in order; 

it is less subject to distortion because of a few unusual fl urea 

than is the aver e. It y be recalled that Superintendent 

Groves estimated nearly nine-tenths of his teachers rec 1ved less than -
the p blished average salary; in the r·gures 1ven above. half the 

teachers received mor • half lea,~ than the median . About half the 

actual salaries 1n such a distribution are found to cluster closely 

around the median. 1th about a quarter considerably above and the 

same ro ort1on con iderably below.) 

Until 1903 o provision was made for teacher training• 1n spite 

of generations of agitation for it. In that year each county as 

granted 1.000- 1500 annually to pay tuition of candidates 1n the 

normal schools of other 'tates. and the arran ement continued until 
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1915, hen the omen's Colleg was added to the ~iversity of Delaware. -
At the tie the survey as made. there were only fourteen graduates 

of this dep rtment, t o of whom 1•e teaching 1n th ate; the 

members of the co ttee rightly ssumed, ho\ever, that in the 

reasonably near future the college could sup ly most of the high 

school teachers the tate needed. They urged 1 ediate provision 

for training 

all grades. 

ite el mentary teachers·. and colored instructors ot 
, 

Thee amin rs of the G n ral ducation Board round teachers 

frequ ntly incompet nt, and early always old-fashioned and stereotyped 

in their thods. is side of the picture is discussed more fully 

in the section dealing with curriculum. 

From 1829 on, en and iomen ho h d the welfare of young people 

at hart h d str led to build a satisfactory school system. Its 

weakest point h d al ays been its failure to train and hol good 

teachers in any considerable number. There h d been times hen the 

pros ect looked hopeful: the e Castle County School Conventions 

had, duri g the first quarter century of public school. istory • 

. orked to brin the ost po ulous county up to standard, and seemed 

on the v rge of success hen a 1 islative reverse. follo ed shortly 

by the Civ 1 ar, checked the movement; 1n the late 1a·o•s and early 

1 70's riv te normal school s aking raid strides h nit was 

destroyed in a clash of p rsonalit1ea; during the decade (1875- 6) 

uniform sup,rvision and ris1 standards for school personnel succeeded 

in im rovi the schools' efficiency until control was again de

centralized. So the first t enty years of the t entieth ce tury 

found the st te still sered by young, ill-trained, underpaid~ 

t che s ~ho usually left th rofession or th community as soon 

st ey had acquired some de re of skill. There ere, of course • 
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m y exc lle t 1 tructors employed 1 el are duri these years. 

ut, excep t the brief p r ode hen efforts ere afoot to keep 

ood teac ers e ad1 nd ltiply t eir umbers, the1r re ence as 

largely ccidental, and be poke per onal devotion to C er th r 

tha co 

I 

th 

roved it 

1ty 1 terest. 

ni ety years of effort bore fruit 1th a are t sudde 

nc of the change th t too 1 ce jn that year, ho ever. 

s reall y th roduct of r wth nd ot a revolut on 
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The Wilmington Teachers' Training School began in the 

1890~ and closed shortly after 1917. It was housed in Public 

School No.9, at 801 Wollaston Street, Wilmington, with its 

main entrance on West 8th Street. It offered a two year course. 
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G.K. Browning 
El. Thompson-Walls 
November 22, 1938 

Cities & Towns 
New Castle 

DEED MENTIONING OLD NEW CASTLE FORT 

THIS INDENTURE made this Eighteenth day of May in the fifteenth 

year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord George the second by the Grace 

of God King of Great Britain9 Anno Domi~: One thousand seven hundred /~~i 

& forty two BETWEEN Sylvanus Hussey of the Town of New Castle in the -County of New Castle upon Delaware Farmer of the one part and Nicholas 

Mears of the town of New Castle and County aforesd Surgeon and Richard 

Enos of the Hundred of New Castle in the County of New Castle aforesd -
Farmer of the other part WITNESSETH That the said Sylvanus Hussey for and 

,:::.. 

in consideration of the sum of twenty five pounds lawful money of America 

to him in hand paid by the said Richard Enos and Nicholas Mears at or = ~ 

before the sealing and Delivery of these presents the Receipt whereof he 

the said Sylvanus Hussey doth hereby acknowledge and from the same and 
e 

every part and parcel thereof doth hereby acquit and forever discharge 

the said Nicholas Mears and Richard Enos their Heirs Ex.ecuts and Ad-
~ ~ 

ministrators and every of them by these presents HATH granted, bargained, 

sold, released, and confirmed and by these presents DOTH grant, bargain, 

sell, release & confirm unto the said Richard Enos & Nicholas Mears their 

Heirs and assigns A certain piece or Lott of Ground seituate lying & 

being in the said Town of New Castle and bounded to the North, or North 

east, by a piece of Ground in the possession of James Floyd: to the East, 

or South east by the street leading to the Ground late of Joseph Parker 

deced, now in the possession of James Ross, on Susquahanah Street, to the -South, or South West: by the street leading to the River, or to the Street 

adjoining to the Old Fort at the South Western end of the Town of New 

Castle: and to the West, or North West by the Street leading to the 
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,1aryland Road, or Beaver Street, containing one acre and one perch & 

one hundred & twenty four Feet of Land TOGETHER with all and singular 

Houses, Buildings, Fences, Ways, Waters, Rights, Liberties, Privileges, 

Improvements, Hereditaments, and Appurtenances whatsoever thereunto 

belonging or in any wise appertaining AND the Reversions AND Remaiders, 

Rents, Issues AND Profits thereof, and all Deeds, Writings and Evidences 

concerning the same TO HAVE A~ TO HOLD the said piece or Lott of Ground 

Hereditaments and premises hereby granted with the Appurtenances unto 

the said Nicholas Mears and Richard Enos their Heirs and Assigns to the 

only proper use and Behoof of them the said Nicholas Mears and Richard 

Enos their Heirs and Assigns for ever PROVIDED always and upon Condition 

Nevertheless that if the said Sylvanus Hussey his Heirs Executors 

Ad.minstrs or Assigns or any of them do and shall well and truly pay or 

cause to be paid unto the said Nicholas Mears and Richard Enos their or 

any of their Executors Ad.minstrators or Assigns the aforesaid Sum of 

Twenty five pounds lawfull money aforesaid with lawful interest for 

the same on or before the 18th day of May, which will be in the year of 

our Lord 1745 xx xx xx xx xx x xx x x xx xx xx xx x. 

Sealed and Delivered in presence of 

Robt Polhill , Richd ~William 

Recorded Sept 29, 1742 

Source of information 
Vol 1, Book N. Page 345• 
Deeds Record Office, 
New Castle County, Wilmington, Del. 

By John LJ Gate, Protho 



Conner, Wm. H. 
Dec. 1, 1938 

Cities & Towns: 
New Castle 

Extract from The Delaware and Eastern Shore Advertiser, Wednesday, 

July 15, 1795:. 

James McCalmont and John Crow advertised for Ditchers 

to work at the Bank Sluices and Canal belonging to Marsh, 

at the north end of New Castle • 

• 



William H. Conner 
cu 

Towns & Villages 
New Castle 

F,L 
3 (d 

Extracts from Delaware Temperance Herald, Wednesday, Sept. 23, 1846, 
published by Washington Lowe, Second Story of Masonic Hall Building, 
West Second Street, Wilmington. 

NEvV CASTLE DRUG STORE 

The subscriber having purchased the DRUG STORE of Mr. Robert G. 

Algeo, in New Castle, keeps constantly on hand, an assortment of Fresh 

Drugs and Chemicals, Patent Medicines, Perfumery, Tooth, Hair, and Paint 

Brushes, Paints, Oils, Glass, &c., &c. 

Physicians' Prescriptions carefully compounded, and attention 

given at any hour of the night. 

sep 23 2m 

JOHN G. CHALLENGER -
Nearly opposite Register's Hotel, 

New Castle 



Burnc1by 1 s Travels Through North America. Reprinted from the third 

edition of 1798. ~ctited by Rufus Rockwell Wilson. New York, 

A.Wessels Company, 1904. 265 p. P.80-87:I-"aryland; P.87-38: 

Delaware. 

Facsimile Title Page, Third Edition: 

Travels 

Through the 

Middle ~ettlements in Nortn America 

in the Year 1759 and 1760 

With Observations 

Upon the 

~tate of the Colonies 

by the 

Rev. Andrew Burnaby. -
~ctition the Third 

Revised, Corrected and Greatly ~nlarged. 

Printed for T. Payne, 1798. 



DELAWARE CUR RENT 

Extract from Burnaby's Travels Throu~h North America. Reprinted from 
the Third Edition of 1798 with Intro uction and Notes by Rufus 
Rockwell Wilson. Page 87-88. 

"Newcastle is situated upon Delaware river, about forty miles 

above the Bay, and a hundred from the Capes. It is the capital 

of the three lower counties, but a place of very little consideration; 

there are scarcely more than a hundred houses in it, and no public 

buildings that deserve to be taken notice of. The church, Presb7-

terian and Quaker meeting-houses, court-house, and market-house, are 

almost equally bad, and undeserving of attention. 

The province, of which this is the capital, and which is 

distinguished by the name of the Three Lower Counties of Newcastle, 

Sussex, and Kent, belonged formerly to the Dutch; but was ratified 

to the crown of England by the treaty of Breda; it was afterwards 

sold by the Duke of York to the proprietor of Pennsylvania, and has 

continued a separate government, though under nearly the same regu

lations with that province, ever since. The same governor presides 

over both; but the assembly, and courts of judicature are different: 

different as to their constituent members, for in form they are 

nearly alike. The assembly consists of eighteen persons, elected 

annually by the people; six for each county: this, with the governor, 

forms the legislature of the province. There is a militia, in which 

all persons, from eighteen to fifty, are obliged to be enrolled; and 

the county of Newcastle alone furnishes more than seven hundred. 

The next day I set out for Philadelphia, distant about thirty-six 

miles, and arrived there in the evening. The country all the way 

bore a different aspect from anything I had hitherto seen in America. 

It was much better cultivated, and beautifully laid out into fields 

of clover, grain, and flax. I passed by a very pretty village called 
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Wilmington; and rode tr...rough two others, viz. Chester and Derby. 

The Delaware river is in sight great part of the way, and is three 

miles broad. Upon the whole nothin0 could be more pleasing than the 

ride which I had this day. I ferried over the Schuylkill, about 

three miles below Philadelphia; from whence to the city the whole 

country is covered with villa'.s, gardens, and luxuriant orchards." 



Wm. H. Conner 
December 26, 1938. 

~NKLIN RETURNS HOME 

Extract from Benjamin Franklin, by Carl an Doren, 'Iihe Viking 

Press, 1938. Page 67. 

From Journal of Franklin, aged 20, on his return from his first 
trip to London. 

Monday, October 10 (1726). This morning we stood in 
again for land; and we that had been here before all 
agreed that it was Cape Henlopen; about noon we were 
come very near, and to our great joy the pilot-boat 
come off to ~us, which was exceeding welcome. tle 
brought on board about a peck of apples with him; 
they seemed the most delicious I •ever tasted in my 
life; the salt provisions we had been used to gave 
them a relish. We had extraordinary fair wind all 
the afternoon, and ran above a hundred miles up the 
Delaware before ten at night. The country appears 
very pleasant to the eye, being covered with woods, 
except here and there a house and plantation. We 
cast anchor when the tide turned, about two miles 
below New Castle, and there lay until the morning 
tide. 

Tuesday, October 11. This morning we weighed anchor 
with a gentle breeze and passed by New Castle, whence 
they hailed us and bade us welcome. It s extreme 
fine weather. The sun enlivens our stiff limbs with 
his glorious rays of warmth and brightness. 'l'he sky 
looks gay, with here and there a silver cloud. The 
fresh breezes from the woods refresh us; the • immediate 
prospect of liberty, after so long and irksome a con
finement, ravishes us. In short, all things conspire 
to make this the most joyful day I ever knew •••••••• 11 



Wm. H. Conner 
December 27, 1938 

COLONEL JOhN FRENCH 

Cities and 'I'owns 
New Cast le u ~ 

Extract from Benjamin l<'ranklin, by Carl Van Doren, the Viking 

Press, pages 42, 46, 48. 

Winter of 1723-1724, in Philadelphia. 

"This my brother-in-law afterwards told me in 
Boston, but I knew as yet nothing of it, when, one day, 
Keimer (Franklin's employer in Philadelphia) and I 
oeing at work together near the window, we saw the 
governor (Sir William Keith), and another gentleman 
(who proved to be Colonel French, of New Castle), 
finely dressed, come direc"tTy across to the street 
to our house, and heard them at the door. K~imer ran 
down immediately, thinking it a visit to him; but the 
governor inquired for me, came up, and with a condes
cension and politeness I had been quite unused to, 
made me many compliments, desired to be acquainted 
with me, blamed me kindly for not having made myself 
known to him when I first came to this place, and 
would have me away with him to the tavern, where he 
was going with Colonel French to taste, as he said, 
some excellent Ifadeira. I was not a little surprised, 

. and Keimer stared like a pig poisoned." ' Autobiography, 
page 259. 

"In the tavern the governor expounded his plans and offered 
to use his influence, as the colonel did also, to see that the 
proposed new shop should get the public printing for both Penn
sylvania and Delaware. If Franklin had not enough capita to be
gin the business, he might oorrow it from his father. The gover
nor would give him a letter which no doubt would persuade Josiah 
Franklin, and the son must leave for Boston by the next boat. 
!nthe meantime the matter must be kept a secret. So with a 
handsome air of patronage the placeman, who was on the whole a 
good governor, aristocratically, irresponsibly interfered with 
·a life and started a genius on new step of his career. The 
governor probably meant no harm. More likely he meant nothing 
much. He was a busybody in a provincial post and he had found 
a clever journeyman who was as good as a curiosity." Van Doren. 

Page 46. 

"Troubled by the knowledge that he had spent part of Vernon's 
money and might be called upon at any time to produce the whole 
of it, he (Franklin) was excited by the prospects that Governor 
Keith held out to him. If Josiah Franklin would not furnish the 
necessary capital, Sir William Keith would do it himself. The 
printer had only to furnish an l'r:i.ventory of the stock that a good 
shop would require. Of course the thing must still be a secret 
between them. Franklin, without a confidant, had no chance to 
find out how liberal Keith could be with promises and so trusted 

,- I L 
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him completely. '.L'he stock would cost about a hundred pounds., 
the young man calculated. At once the governor had another 
plan. Let Franklin go to London to make his own selections and., 
perhaps, useful friendships among booksellers and stationers. 
No sooner thought about than decided upon. - The governor told 
him to get ready to sail on the annual ship between Philadelphia 
and London which left that fall."--Van Doren. 

Page 48. 

"He still had faith in the governor, who when in 
November the ship was ready to sail had not yet fur
nished him the letters of introduction and credit he 
had promised. Sir Williamf his secretary said, would 
be at New Castle before th? ship and deliver the let-
ters there •••••• At New Castle there was a governor 
but no letters. Sir William, his secretary said, was 
busy, but the letters would be sent directly to the 
ship. Franklin was puzzled but still not suspicious. 
As if to reassure hi~, Colonel French came on board 
and paid the printer so much atwntion that he and 
Ralph, who had been assigned to the steerage as ordinary 
persons, were invited by the other gentlemem to come in
to the great cabin. Franklin supposed that Colonel French 
had brought the governor's letters. The captain of the 
ship said that all the mail was in the bag and was hard 
to get at but that any letters marked in Franklin's 
care would be given to him before they reached England ••••• 

"There were no letters from the governor. Franklin, 
going to Denham in his trouble, learned how undependable 
Keith was. 'He wished to please everybody; and, having 
little to give, he gave expectations.' A victim of this 
gesturing habit, Franklin found himself stranded in 
London, with no friends, and with only fifteen pistoles 
(about twelve pounds) in money. But he had a trade and 
he at once found work at Sanuel Palmer's printing-house 
in Bartholemew Close. 11 --Van Doren. 

~- * * * ·rl' * 

In explanation of t~e above, it seems that Keith, being 

informed of Franklin's respectable connections in Boston, had 

suggested that the young man could set up a shop in Philadelphia 

and he could be made printer to the government. 
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El. Thompson-Walls 
G. K. Browning 
October 12, 1938 

History 

CURRENT 

NAMES FOUND IN RECORDER OF DEEDS OFFICE 

ZACKARIAS VAN LEVENIGH, lived in New Castle April 10, 

1748 ••••••• and according to a deed dated the above date 

it states that Mr. Van Levenigh was a Tanner by trade. 

Dr. John Finney was a physician that lived in New Castle -
May 10, 1749. This was taken from a deed record. 

--------------------
INFORMATION. 

1. Deed Record Book Q Vol. 1, p, 34. 

2. Deed Record Book Q Vol. 1, 1, 49. 

The above booksare to be found in the Deeds Record office 
for New Castle County, Wilmington, Delaware. 

FI LE 



3ames B. Cheyney 
3une 18, 1940 

NEWSPAPER HISTORY 

NEW CASTLE COMMONS - PENN'S GIFT 

The New Castle Commons has survived more than two 

and a quarter centuries and remains ·as one of the benefi

cences of William P~nn for the upbuilding of a city and 

port on the Delaware which he had hoped would have been 

second only to Philadelphia. 

The gift of the 1,056 acres of the hinterland followed 

twelve years after the proprietor's first la~ding on American 

soil at New Castle in 1682. It has been stated that the land 

was granted to New Castle to give it a running start towards 

normal development and again it has been hinted that it ex

pressed Penn's reactions to the cordial welcome he received 

when he first set foot on his great province and the unques

tioning fidelity manifested towards the new governor of what 

eventually became the three lower counties and subsequently 
I 

Delaware-Pennsylvania. 
I 

There is also another angle to the incident that indicates 

that the present public Commons was held a sort of a no-man's 

land by the Dutch and Swedes and eventually the English. It 

had been treated as "public domain," those who had live stock 

could pasture it free and without interference and help them

selves freely to the seemingly inexhaustable forests for wood 

to cook and heat their houses through the cavernous hearths. 

Game abounded and was the property of whoever captured or 

killed it. Indians claimed full rights to the terrain before 

the coming of Penn on the ground of priority. Most of the 

settlers were accused of preempting slices of the fine land 
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New Castle Commons-Penn's Gift 

and annexing it to their own holdings until the tract was in 

course of gradual absorption. 

The Proprietor through his kinsman prevented further 

aggression by presenting the tract or leasing it to the people 

of New Castle for them and their heirs forever. The deed of 

transfer provided that the heirs of William Penn be paid as 

annual rental for the Commons, one red ear of corn,a debt 

which doubtless has never been discharged and never will be. 

Inasmuch as 231 years have elapsed since the transfer of 

the property, it is estimated that New Castle's obligation 

to the Penn descendants in England is six bushels or so of 

red eared corn. No doubt New Castle might pay the rent in a 

lump were the Penn heirs to present their claims, but the fact 

is that the Proprietor's family tree has almost disappeared. 

The British admiral and his descendants are almost forgotten 

in Great Britain. 

Two or three of very distant descendants were recently 

(in 1934) living in England. One, the husband of the closest 

(now deceased) kinswoman, resides humbly at Stoke Pogis, 

England and was recently interviewed by a Delawarean - a 

friendly call - but neither the overdue rent nor the disposition 

to sell the Commons and thus increase its income to the city 

were touched upon. Of course the red~eared corn provision of 

the deed was to carry the weight of the transfer - a legal 

custom of those days. 

Penn, however, in stipulating the gift to be for the 

people of New Castle for all time must have anticipated that 

it might be disposed of so he emphas1zed in the deed of transfer 
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that if the Commons Land, in whole or in part, was ever offered 

for sale the entire property should revert to his heirs and 

descendants. 

The trustees of the Commons as long ago as 1885 foresaw 

the possibility of the property shifting from an asset to a 

liability as the profits of farms dwindled and sponsored a 

bill before the Delaware Legislature abrogating that part of 

the deed, but making a unanimous decision of the board a 

preliminary essential for the selling. 

Since that time some relatively small parcels of the 

tract have been sold to the State Highway Commission and another 

to a railroad, and the sale encountered no opposition and it 

is probable that the entire 1,000 acres will eventually be 

disposed of and the proceeds i?vested for the city of New 

Castle. In addition to the financial benefit that would accrue 

from the sale, it would remove the barrier which bars the 

city's expansion in the one logical direction that is possible. 

The Commons is estimated to have a saleable value of 

$250,000 or even $100,000 in excess of tha~ amount. At 

interest it would yield from $12,~00 annually while the ten 

farms into which the 1,000 acre tract is apportioned have 

yielded scarcely more than $1,200 or $1,500 net in recent 

years. The farms are equipped with modern homes and the usual 

country out-buildings, but the cost of farming and the low 

prices of produce and taxes with insurance absorb all but the 

sum stated, which is obtained as rentals for the land at six 

dollars an acre, which is almost half the rental charge in 

normal agricultural times. 
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These figures are quoted by farmers to prove there is no 

profit in tilling the soil even under the most favorable conditions 

especially where a mortgage exists. Thirty thousand dollars 

in mortgages would absorb the gross profits of the farms leaving 

no balance on the profit side of the ledger. The arguments 

seem to favor the selling of the Commons and thus obtaining 

a greater income from Penn's gift. 

In the early days the Commons supported the public schools 

of the town and met many of the obligations for municipal ad

ministration until 1885; it established and maintained a fire 

fighting corps and contributed lump sums of $10,000 to $25,000 

for public betterments of the city. The comparatively recent 

of these amounted to $25,000 and was applied towards sewerage 

and street paving and a similar contribution for the William 

Penn public school to enable the board to have it measure up 

to the highest modern standard of construction and equipment. 

Perhaps the one item of outlay that has continued for a longer 

period of years than any other is the $150 a year paid the 

"clock doctor" for keeping the antique timepiec~ running true 

to the sun, ticking the minutes and tolling the hours from 

the tall steeple of the ancient Court House, which is recorded 

as being the oldest chamber of justice in the United States 
were until recently 

in which offenders if~/lt1JJ tried ana the guilty penalized. 

Penn's gift of almost two square miles of the fine 

fertile hinterland eased the taxpayers so-called burdens 

(taxes are always burdens) but whether lightening the load 

was of benefit or not, it is difficult to determine for other 

towns and cities in Delaware have developed and expanded 
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without the stimulus of such philanthropy. 

One, after a survey of the ancient city, regrets that 

an admirer of the beauty and dignity of the houses of the 

Colonial days and the early years of the nineteenth century, 

does not come forth and reconstruct the old town - which has 

only recently covered the rough cobblestones of its aristo

cratic Strand - and perpetuate its beauty and charm of the 

days when Washington attended a patrician wedding in the 

Arn.stel House of English pattern built in the early days of -the Eighteenth Century. It is recorded that Washington 

kissed all the pretty young maidens who attended the ceremony 

and doubtless the "delightful and honorable experience" is 

still treasured as family tradition by the descendants of 

the misses whom the "Father of his Country" so gallantly 

saluted. 

It is not likely that should an increase of the revenue 

from the Commons be obtained (and the foregoing is but 

speculative report) that it will be applied to turning the 

city backwards (as was Williamsburg's experience) for the 

trustees are forward-looking men of affairs, as have been 

all their predecessors for the 231 years that the Commons 

has belonged to the people. 

From an interview with F. deH. Janvier and Treasurer of 
Commons Board and from Treasurer's Report furnished 
by Mr. Janvier and booklet giving copy of deed of 
transfer. 



Wm. H. Conner 
Nov. 21, 1938 
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CUR;;,,..N . r 

In The Delaware Gazette, Saturday, June 24, 1797, notice is 

given that William !:!!_es, of New Castle, is intending to embark for 

Liverpool and is selling out his personal property, including card 

tables. 

..,. 

f:' t I 
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Ancient New Castle Streets 

From New Castle Surveys, Page 93 

~, 

"By (here the original is obliterated) from ye Co. of New 

Castle (Original obliterated) Laid out (Original obliterated) 

Can a certain Lott of Ground scituate Lying and being within 

this Town of New Castle, the Sd Lott being bounded and have

ing on the East syde ye Lott of Gyles Barrott on ye South -the Minequaes or Susquehanna Street on ye West a vacant piece 

of Land and on ye North ye Bever Street containing in Length 
d from yes Susquehanna to the Bever Street one hundred nd 

Sixty twoo foott and in breath sixty foott. Surveyed ye 18 

er 
Day of Septemb 1682 

ate 

Mee 

l 

r Eph. Herman Surv." 



lu !!33, 
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Old Inhabitants of Swanwick 

From New Castle Surveys. Page 133 

"Cmt. New Castle. By virtue of a Warrent from Governour 
12 

Penn dated . the 20 M 1682. Laid out two certain Tracts of 

Land for the old inhabit ,nts of Swanwick that is Artman 

~aine John ~acquet Jams HallaDay Junis Dewit and the widow - / -
Paisner. Beginning at a white oke standing in Junis Dewit 

runing along his line NW½ W. 165 perch to a 

corner tre being (origl torn) oke (origl torn) SW½ S 50 

perch to a corner red oke standing in John Jaquets line 

then down his Line SE6E 165 perch to a corner hickery then 

NE½ Nly 75 perch to the plase of begining containing 64 

acres of Land-------

The other Tract begining at a corner tre of Sibourn John

sons Land then SW6S 35 pchs to a bounded read oke then NW6 

W 30 Pc to the Kings rod then leaving the rode to the ex-
t tent of 144 perch to a bounded w ok then SE½ E 38 perch 

to the place of begining including in both tracts 100 Acres 
12 

of Land this 24 M 1689." 

H. Hollingsworth. 

ate 



Conner, Wm. H. 
Dec. 1, 1938 

Transportatlon3 7 8 
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New castle C LI RR ENT Fl L 

Extract from The Delaware and Eastern Shore Advertiser, Wednesday, 

July 15, 1795: 

Peter Jaquett, Jun., Christiana Ferry, announced he had - -
horses and carriages to convey passengers coming to Wilmington 

to any reasonable distance -(such as Philadelphia, New-Castle, 

Port Penn, &c.) 



Cu •. ... r. 077 
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Joseph Wood's Bank Lott Surveyed 

From New Castle Surveys. Page 559 

"Pursuant to the General Survey as Wart to me directed 

bereing date the 23d of 10th month 1701 that I should Sur

vey and lay out unto Joseph Wood of New Castle his Bank 

Lott over against his House (att the distance of fifty foot 

a.lowed for the Breadth of the front Street) and of equal 

Breadth with his Land Lott. 
r This may certifie into the Survey Generall Office that 

d I have this 22 Day of the first month Surveyd and laid out 

the aforesaid Lott begining at the extent of fifty foot 

from the said Joseph Woods House att a Stake set in the 
0 

Ground from thence N. 43 E 63 feet S 43 E 600 foot into 

the River Delle.were from thence S 43 W 63 feet N 43 W 600 

foot to the first mentioned stake and place of begining con

taining 37800 Square feet Surveyd the Day and Year aforesaid 

by me." 

ate 

George Dakeyne Surveyr 
of New Castle County. 
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William H. Conner Education 

Extracts from Delaware Temperance Herald, Wednesday, Sept. 23, 1846, 
published by Washington Lowe, Second Story of Masonic Hall BuilMng, 
West Second Street, Wilmington. ? 

~ . \, (\. , "'-..... ;,. ..... \ n-.... .s.,J... i.--r ~ 

NEV{ LONDON ACADEMY.~ h....s" ... \~,,-"'" ~\ or \'\~ 
L.J..,, 

The Winter Session of this Institution will commence on the 

first Wednesday in November.-- Beside all the branches of a solid English 

education, which are commonly taught in Academies, the course of 

instruction pursued here, embraces th~ Latin, Greek, Hebrew, German, 

and French Languages. 

Terms.--Tuition, for the session of 21 weeks, '10 00, payable in 

advance. No extra charges for modern languages. 

Boarding, including washing, mending, &c., $2 00 per week -- not 

required in advance. An additional charge of $2 00 will be made during 

the whole winter term, for fuel and lights. 

Thus all the necessary expenses of the students will amount to 

about $54 00 per session. 

About 24 of the students will board with the Principal; the 

remainder will be recommended to respectable families in the village. 

Terms everywhere the same. 

For catalogues and circulars, containing full information, apply 

in post-paid letters, to 

WM. F. WYERS, A. M., Principal, 

New Londonx Roads, Chester Co., Pa. 

sep 16--2m 



Wm. H. Conner Education 

Extract from Delaware Temperance Herald, Wednesday, Sept. 23, 1846, 
published by Washington Lowe, Second Story of Masonic Hall Building, 
West Second Street, Wilmington. 

FRENCH LANGUAGE 

MONSIEUR A. MAILLY, begs leave to inform his friends, and the 

citizens of Wilmington generally, that he feels thankful and honored 

for the liberal encouragement extended to him and his profession, and 

that he will endeavor to be deserving of such share of confidence as 

may be entrusted to him. 

The moderate Terms at which A.M. offered to teach, and is teaching 

the following languages, the FRENCH, SPANISH, and ITALIAN, will be con• 

tinued by him, since it has had the happy effect of encouraging and 

propagating the study of those important and interesting living 

languages. 

TERMS: 

5 per quarter for Seminaries and Schools; 

$6 for classes containing less than five pupils; 

8 for private single lessons. 

Three lessons a week of at least one hour each. Two or more 

families who might join to form a Class of five or more Scholars, 

shall be entitled to the same advantages as offered to Principals of 

Schools and Seminaries. 

Aug. 19 -- 13. 

AUGUSTINE Ni.A.ILLY, 

West Street above Seveth, 

Wilmington, Del. 
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Wilmington in the 1790 1 s 
1 otes 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTIO , 1791--2 

The election of delegates to the constitutional convention, to 

draft Delaware's second State Constitution, was called for by a res

olution adooted by the General Assembly on September 8, 1791. 

Toe delegates elected were: Thomas Montgomery, John l;_ickinson, 

Robert Armstrong, Edward Roche, William Johnson, Robert Baughey, -- - - -::.. -----'eorge onro, Robert "'orrun, Kensey Johns, Nicholas Ridgely, John 
::. - - -

Clayton, Thomas rhi te, Manlove Emerson, J·runes Morris, Richard Bassett, 

Benjamin Dill, Henry. olleston, Andre Barratt, Isaac Cooper, George 
==-

Mitchell, John w. Batson, Rhoads Shankland, Isaac Beauchamp, Daniel 

Polk, and Jrunes Booth. 

The convention assembled at Dover on Tuesday, .1.·cvember 29, 1791, 

and elected John Dickinson president, James Booth, secretary, and 

Charles Nixon, assistant secretary. The deliberations lasted until 

December 31, when a draft of the Constitution was submitted and ordered 

printed. 

The convention adjourned until May 29, 1792, and durin--· that 

time James Sykes, of Kent County, died, and w s succeeded by Andrew 

Barratt. When the convention reassembled, ckinson resigned be-

cause of illness, and Montgomery was elected in his place as presi

dent of' the convention. 

The convention fjnally adjourned June 12 1 1792 

Scharf, vol. l, p. 270 
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Wilmington in the 1790's 
Notes 

In February 1795, John Wise ~arton, Thomas Laws, Isaac 

Cooper, athaniel !_itchell, and John C2llins were appointed 

(by the General Assembly) managers of a lottery to raise 

three thousand five hundred dollars for the purpose of reL~

bursing the subscribers for the erection ofthe court-house 

and jail in Sussex County. 

Scharf, vol. 1, P• 271 

January 1791. Eleazer McComb, James ~cClement, John Clayton, 

James Sykes, Jr., and John Patten appointed by the Legislature 

to be managers of a lottery to raise 1,000 pounds for defraying 

the expenses in 11 fittine; up and preparing chambers in the new 

courthouse in the town of Dover, for the accomodation and 

reception of the General Assembly." 

Scharf, vol. 1, p. 270 

1797. Jacob Broom authorized by the General Assembly to 

conduct a lottery for \4,000 to enable him to erect and reestab

lish his cotton factory near Wilmington, which was destroyed by 

fire. 

Scharf, vol. 1, p. 272 
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NE' J CASTLE EOUN"DARIES 

1797. James Booth, George Read , Jr., &icholas V~n Dyke, 

Archibald Alexander, and John Crow appointed by Legislature 

to establish the boundaries of New Castle, and to "lay out, 

open, regulate and name the streets, lanes and alleys within 

the town." 

Scharf, vol. 1, p. 272 

BANK OF DBLAiARE 

Legislature on 'ebruary 9, 1796, incorporated the Bank of 

Delaware , the first such institution in the State, with a 

capital stock of 500 1 000. 

Scharf, vol. 1, p. 271 

Pt'BLIC SCHOOLS 

First act for the establishment of public schools in Dela

ware passed by the Legislature, 1796. By the provisions, all 

money paid into the State Treasury for marriage and treasury 

licenses from 1796 to 1806 to be used for establishing schools. 

Scharf, vol. 1, p. 271 

MANNERS AND CUSTOMS 

"I never saw a town I liked less than Philadelphia. 
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"Probably in no other place on the Continent was the 

love of bright colours and extravagance in dress carried to 

such an extreme. Large numbers of the Quakers yielded t; it, 

and even the very strict ones carried gold-headed canes, gold 

snuff boxes, and wore great silver buttons on their drab coats 

and handsome buckles on their shoes." 

11 Nowhere were the women so resplendent in theirs lks, 

satins, velvets, and brocades, and they piled their hair moun

tains hig-.h. 11 

P. 55 

Whist was the favorite card game during that period. 

P. 58 

Shad a favorite breakfast food. 

P. 61 

Scholars preferred old books to new. Old ones were diffi

cult to obtain, as England was slow in sending them. 

P. 92 

(Foregoing notes from Priestly In America~ 1794-1804, 

by Edgar F. mith, Philadelphia: P. Blackiston's Son Co. 1920. 

173 PP• book concerns the life in America of Joseph Priestly, 

English chemist) 
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NEWSPAPERS 

1799. James Wilson begins publishing the Mirror of the 

Times, which advocates the principles of the Federal Party 

and the Adams administration. Printed on paper made by 

Gilpin Paper-Mills, on the Brandywine. Was a semi-weekly, 

appearing on .Vednesdays and Saturdays. Wilson conducted the 

newspaper and a bookstore at 417 Market St., Wilmington called 

11Sign of Shakespeare. 11 

Scharf, vol. 1, P• 272 

DELAWARE SOCIETY OF THE CIYCINNATI 

The Delaware ociety of the Cincinnati, following the 

suggestion made by General Knox shortly before the dissolution 

of the army on the Hudson, was for.:ned in Wilmington in 1792. 

In 1797 it had fifty members, and held meetings in the Old 

Academy. The officers in 1797 were Dr. James Tilton, presi

dent; George Monro, secretary, and Alexander arvey, treasurer. -
Scharf, vol. 1, P• 266 
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Politics 
Populetion 
Manners & Customs 
Robert Coram, Librarian 

POLITICS 

ilminvton in the 17r0 1 s 
J.fotes 

James Sykes, Gunnins Bedford, and 'Villiam H. '11I_ells 

served as electors for the presidential election in 1792, 

and cast ~elaware's votes for Washingt~n. 

Scharf, Vol. 1, P• 271 

Kensey Johns, athanial Litchell, and Samuel ·ihite 

served as elect rs for the nresidential election ~n 1800. 

All three men ere ·e~e alists, and cast Delaware's votes for 

Adams and Pinckney, i, were defeated by Thomas Jeffer on and 

Aaron urr. 

chqrf, Vol. 1, P• 272 

JeorGe Read was elected to the Senate o., -·~rch 4, 1791, 

and resigned in Septemter 3, 1793, to accept v~l _ ice of 

Chief Justice of Delaware. He was succeeded by ~e1cs • ~s, 

·who was appointed on March 9, 1794 to fill the unexpired tvrm, 

and served unt::..l February 7, 1795, vrheri .... enr ... !" timer was 

elected. La~imer was re-electea on ,arch 3, 17~7. 

Scharf, Vol 1, p. 271 



-2- ·Jilmin0 ton ih the 1 790 r :i 
1-,ote..., 

John Vininry was elected by the Lebislature to succeed 

Richard Bassett as United States enator, on Karch 4, 1793. 

Vining resigned in 1798, and on January 19, 1798, Joshua 

Clayton was appointed to succeed him. Clayton died in August, 

1798, and on January 17, 1799, 1.Villiam Hill !tells was appointed 

to fill the vacancy. 

Scharf, Vol. 1, p. 271. 

Chief Buruessen of V.ilninuton in the 1700 1 s were: 1790, 

John Hayes; 1791, Dav d ~ sh, Jr.; 1792, Joseph Shallcross; 

1794, John 1'er: .. is; 179C, Jacob -room; 1797, James I1ilner; 

1798, Samuel Nichols; 1799, John '1ay, and 1800, James Brobson. 

Assistant Bur~esses durin0 that periol were: 1790, Joseph 

Shallcross; Isaac Stow, Wftkins -.:rarJ.pton, and John .'ilner; 

1791, Watkins Crnr"pton, Ll-eorge Clark, John Lilner, Joseph 

s~~ritt, Edward Gilpin, and Thorr.as Crow; 1792, 2en·amin Laforge, 

Samuel Hollint sworth, 1'!rtkins Crampton, Joseph ~umritt, Edward 

rt ilpin, ,leazer .foComb, and Jacob ~-room; 1793, .,..,dward Gilpin, 

Joseph Sun:ritt, Jacob room, Sann:.el Hollinusworth, ueorue Clark, 

and Joreph r,:ilner; 1'794, Edward 11,1n, 'Jilliam Poole, John 

He.yes, Peter ...... rynbeT'b, John Hilner, Eleazer: cComb, and u"eort.>e 

Clark; 179::::, ,filliam Poole, Eleazer r cComb, l'homas Ifondenhall; 

179 ~, James Lea, Eleazer .. cComb, villi!?Jtl Poole, John ililn• r, 

Isaac hendrickson, anc Jame 0 ,robson; :7S7, ~dward Cllpin, Jamer 

nrobson, Isaac cr..drlckson, Eleazer I cConb, Joh~ 'ay, and 

James Lea, Jr.; 1798, James ~robson, James Lea, Edward ~ilpin, 
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Notes 

Eleazer 'cComb., John '~ay, Isac.c He~1drick::-on; .1. 7S0., Samuel 

}Tichols., Ed i..,rd uilp.'..."'., I"' uc Iend~•ic __ son., Peter .....,ryn:rnr , 

John Jones., Joseph Warn r; 1800, Jame8 Lee., Peter .urynber0 ., 

Jchn JoYJ. ., John 1 ·ay, Joseph iarner, and Isaac Hendrickson. 

charf., Vol. 2, pp. 637-638 

Cler:::s in .. ilmlnc.:iton ..... urin the 17 O's vho vrere appointed 

:'or munic"pal work •,ere: 1789, Isacc Hendrlclrnon; 1791, 

Joseph 'alley; 1793., Sa.TJ1uel ....,Y:!.'nes; 1794, .. Tohn s. Little; 1795, 

l<'dwerd tleues; 1797, .7ohn Jones; 1799, ,Joseph rinuhurs t, and 

1800, Joseph Hoopen. 

~charf., Vol. 2, 9. 637 

O.l?uLA!IO 

The po1 -J.ation of 1 1.:.lmin ton .:.n 1790 wc..<:l 2,3...,5, anc by 1800 

it h~ .:.ncrease~ to 3,219. 

Scharf, Vol. 2, pp. ~~1-643 

Iau."111mers paraded the streets of ,, lmi.n0 ton on Chr.:.stmas H,ve 

and during Christmas "leek in the 1790 1 s. ay l)ay ms also 

celebr[:. ted. by . ilminu tonlPns durinc th2 t l) •:!.od, particu.la 1•ly 

at the inns and tu.verns, vhere maypoles were erectoa. for dances 
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and fe tivals . 

charf , Vol. 1 , p. 175 

Inv.i.tat.:.ons to partie~ an .... other events vrere frequently 

printcG on t½e u cks o~ pla~ :~ cards. 

Even the ladies in those days cleaned their teeth by r~b~ing 

them with a piece of cloth aipped in snu~f . 

.. , ,, ,, ~--- ., 
and 

Ib.:.d, P• 179 

y the 1790 1 s wall paper/carpet floor ~overin~ ha~ been intro-

d ced into Hlmin ton hom • 

Scharf , Vol . 1, P• 174 . 

In 1790 Rober·t 8oram v:as appointed librarian of tr..e Library 

Company of Americ , which haa been charterecl two y€>.D :.~s before , 

and the library, co~sisting of 891 book~ (in 1793) ,as removed 

to his school house on Fourth Street between harket and Kin.:, 

streets , from the Ol d Town hall . ( The books were returned. to 

the Old Tovm .dall i:n 1s:i6) 

Scharf , Vol . 2 , P • 835 
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Public Health 1 

MOSQUITO CONTROL WORK IN DELAWARE 

In early days, little attention was given by the entomologist 

to the mosquito, the insect being considered more of an annoyance 

than a menace to health. Relatively few species were known prior 

to the end of the nineteenth century. About that time, however, 

research work done by Ross in - India and Grasse in Italy revealed the 

fact that mosquitoes were the agents concerned with the dissemination 

of malaria. Then came the collection and study of mosquitoes in all 

parts of the world; approximately 1,500 species a.re now recognized, and 

it is probable that 2,000 different species actually exist. 

When the French made their attempt to build the Panama Canal, ,, 

three out of every ten men died from yellow fever or from malaria., the 

two diseases carried directly to man by two types of mosquitoes. 

General Gorgas and his sanitary engineers were finally successful in 

eradicating yellow fever and malaria by controlling and destroying 

the mosquitoes which spread the disease, and during the Spanish

American War it was demonstrated that the mosquito was the carrier of 

yellow fever. The work of the Rockefeller Institute has made possible 

the control of yellow fever throughout the world. 

The early life stages of all mosquitoes are passed in water, 

more usually in fresh, and less often in salt or·bracldsl!l water. The 

fresh water mosquito does not travel as far as the salt marsh mosquito; 

female mosquitoes travel · further than male mosquitoes because they go 

in search of blood which is required to mature their eggs. Male 

mosquitoes feed only on plant juices and never bite humans or animals. 

Some mosquitoes breed in small accumulations of vmter in discarded 
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cans or vessels. The larvae of other species occur in natural pools 

or ditches. In each of these different habitats certain species of 

mosquitoes breed regularly, and it is of vital importance in mosquito 

control to have knowledge of such facts. A single mosquito lays from 

40 to 300 eg s, and usually deposits them on the surface of the water. 

Various measures have been introduced for controlling mosquitoes. 

The elimination of standing water and the drainage of marshy lands has 

been the chief means of reducing larvae breeding places. Areas of 

water which cannot be done away with are treated with oil or oil 

mi.-ictures which spread to form a thin covering film, thus destroying 

the larvae as they come to the surface to breathe as well as acting 

as a deterrent to egg-laying females. Large areas of shallow swamps, 

rice fields, and bayous in the United States have recently been dusted 

with Paris green discharged from aeroplanes, which bas resulted in 

the destruction of larvae. This method promises extensive develop

ments in the future. 

New Jersey has done the most extensive work getting rid of the 

mosquito nuisance, and has spent thousands of dollars since 1912 in 

ditching and draining portions _of the great salt marshes which cover 

an area of 290,000 acres. The value of property and lands reclaimed 

has considerably increased. In recent years the cost of digging has 

been reduced to one and one-half cents per foot with the aid of special 

machinery. Tidewater enters the ditches daily, which permit fish to 

, eat the young mosquitoes before they get on the wing. 

More than three million people contract malaria in the United 

States each year, and the cost of the disease to the people of the 

nation amounts to millions of dollars. 

Delaware is classed as being in the malaria belt, and some cases 
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have been reported in the State. Although the disease is not 

considered an important health menace, it could be eliminated if 

methods were applied to exterminate tb~s species of mosquito. Yellow 

fever has never been experienced in Delaware. 

There are three varieties of the moscuito family encountered in 

Delaware. These are the Anopheles, which carries malaria, the Culex, 

which infests the home, and the Aedes, which causes discomf'ort out-

doors. 

The mosquitoes in Delaware pass the winter in the egg stage 

in the mud of salt marshes, although others breed indoors during the 

winter if water is allowed to stand in warm cellars. 

There are 99,800 acres of salt marsh breeding areas along the 

eastern border of the State, of which approximately 24,248 acres are 

in New Castle County, 45,952 in Kent County and 29,600 in Sussex County. 

Practically all the control work in the state has been done on the 

salt marshes and was made possible with the inauguration of the Civilian 

Conservation Corps by the Federal Government. 

Although lacking forestry work, Delaware did have work done of a 

useful nature in mosquito eradication. Four CCC camps were established 

in Delaware in 1933 for mosquito control work, with the proviso that 

the state of Delaware would furnish the executive staff and offices, 

maintain the work done, secure permission for work on private property, 

and provide the camp sites. 

In the same year, Governor Buck anpointed Willard w. s. Corkran 

as executive officer and engineer. The legislature appropriated 800 

dollars per month for a limited period, and in 1935 aop~opriated 5,000 

dollars toward maintenance work on the areas already ditched. The 

work progressed uninterruptedly from December 1933 until 1937, but 

after the withdrawal of the CCC Companies, the work was greatly cur

tailed. A survey was made in 1938 on the effects of mosquito control 
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in the coastal tovms of Sussex County, and it was found the best 

results had been obtained at Lewes and Rehoboth Beach. During the 

four years prjor to January 1938, the commission completed the digging 

of ditches over an area of 40,718 acres in Kent and Sussex County, 

or 41 percent of the State's marsh area. 

Extensive drainage of coastal marshes by ditches has been the 

cause of great concern, and opinions differ as to whether any serious 

harm has been done to marsh life. Many claim it has improved crops 

of marsh hay, aided milk production by decreasing the mosquito annoyance, 

and made the marshes better for muskrats; others have severely condemned 

the Mosquito Control Commission, claiming the drainage of Delaware 

marshes has wreaked destruction on wild life habitats. Many feel the 

marshes and swamps of the United States are a source of national wealth 

and act as a reservoir of wild life; they claim the animal cash value 

runs into hundrEds of millions of dollars. In some cases, drainage has 

changed the character of the entire marsh area, and has seriously 

affected the vegetation upon which waterfowl and shore birds thrive. 

An act was passed September 5, 1939, authorizing and directing 

the State Highway Department to assume and continue the work for the -
control and elimination of mosquitoes heretofore conducted by the 

~osquito Control Commission. An appropriation of 25,000 dollars was 

made from the State Treasury and placed to the credit of the State 

Highway Department for the purpose of carrying on the work. 
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EDUCATION I DELA ARE 

From the 1rst Settlement to the Present Day 

I 'Ihe F..ducational Tradition in Dela are 

II Schools of the Early Colonization 

III Colonial ducation to 1776 

a. The Church and arly ucation 

b. Tutoring 

c. Subscription Schools 

d. cadem1e~ and others cular pr1v te schools 

IV Education 1n the E rly State - 1776-1 29 

V Fublic Education 1829-1897 

VI Education in the entieth Century - blic Sc ools 

a. 1900-1915: Significant legal changes; state of public 

op1n1o; incree.sing interest on the part of 

prominent citizens; and other factors lading to re

orga 1zation. 

b. 1915-1930: State of schools as r vealed by surveys of 

191 -1921; School Code, 1919, and Sc ool L of 192lj 

chro ology of significant change in educ tional 

facilities and practic s, 1919-1930. 
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c. 1930-1940: Effects of th depression on public schools, 

a~d brief chronology of change~; detailed study 

of set-u, including: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

F..ducation in the 

nd s ecial district schools; 
constructioa, renovation, amount 

and quaJ.ity of supplemental equipment; 
rogram ot_~udi s-sta dard practices in 

curriculum and thod, snd significant 
variations; Personnel - details concer ing 
su ervisors, faculty, students (enrollment, 
age-grade placement , retardation, health, 
attendance, nat1o ality and ai lar 
statistics), clerical and maintenance staff. - -
\ilmington: lant, 1ersonnel, etc., as above; 
old curriculum in e em nt ry and secondary 
schools; new curriculum - history, under
lying philosophy, summaries of revisions 
completed or in progress; experience to 
date with the plm. 

egro • chools oi' the three u 1 ts: otes 
on the differences bet ee them nd the 

ite schools of correspo ding grade and 
location. 

nt1etb Century - p cial .ducation on All 

Levels for the H dicapped: blind; deaf and hard-of-hearing; 

crippl d; tubercular; retarded and mentally defective; 

delicate children; vocational reh b111t tion or dults. 

VIII Educ t1on in the en tie th Century ~ Private a:r1d Parochial Schoo s : 
survey as above for public institutions. (See VI c) 

IX Higher Education in Dela ar : University of Dela are, history, 

plant, program, person el, recent or pro~p ctive changes, 

and influenc upon community; elaware State College for 

Color d Students. same ite • 
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X Programs of Adult Educatio: 

Americaniz tion; Even1ns School~ of the 11 ,ington and 

St te oard ducat1onal Facilities 

for ature Qtude ts (Bu 1ness Coll ge~, voe tional courses 

available under private auspices, chools of art and 

music, educational _rograms of Y's, r .ligious and fra-

t rnal or anizations, and.similar opportunities for 

continuation tudy); · FA. Educatior., Projects; Comm:u..~ity 

ProJects not under gove ment us ... 1ces. 

Library facilities? 



Wm. H. Conner 
August 15, 1941 

REV• JOHN SPRINGER, REV. W. P. ALRICHS, TEACHERS 

Two members of ancient Delaware families were both preachers 

and teachers. They were the Rev. John Springer and the Rev. 

William Picclees ~richs. 

Rev. John Springer, a native of Delaware, was graduated 

from Princeton in 1775. He then became tutor there, and was a 

tu tor at Hampden-S:ydney u College. He moved to North Carolina 

and opened a school, then went to South Carolina, where he taught 

with distinguished success at White Hall and Cambridge. He was 

license by Orange Presbytery, Va. He became one of the first 

pastors in Georgia and taught an academy there. 

30, 1798. 

He died September 

Rev. William Picclees Alrichswas born in Wilmington, Del., 

August 1799. He graduated from Princeton, ana was ordained an 

evangelist in 1831. Prior to this, he was stated supply at New 

Castle, 1828-29, and at Pigeon Point. He served as professor 

of m~thematics, mechanics, and astronomy at Washington College, 

Pa., from 1830 to 1860. 

31, 1869. 

He died at Winterset, Iowa, on December 
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237 
237 
273 
49,246 
51,260 
49 
228 
255 
236 
43,269 
53,124 
126 



Bread and Cheese island 
Brick 
Bri~ht, Willirun 
Brinckle, John P.. 
Bringhur~t, Joseph 
Brobson, James 
Brookland Terrace 
Broom, Jacob 
Brunner, Rev. E.G. 
Bryan, Isaac 
Brynberg, Christian 

Peter 
Swain 

Buck, Clayton Douglass 
Buckley, Adam 

John 
Buntin~, George W. 
Burnaby, Andrew 
Bush, David 

Lewis P. 
Buttonwood 
Byrnes, Smmtel 

Cable, Daniel 
Deborah 

Calf Run 
Canby Park, Wilmington 
Cann, John 
Cantwell, George T. 
Cape Henlopen 
Capitol Trail 
Caroenter, (Supt. of schools) 

Sarrru.el 
Carnets 
Carr, Barbara Thomad 

Joseph 
Carrcroft 
Cartmell, Thomas 

William 
Castle Heights 
Cedar Heights 

school 
The Cedars 
Ceneteries 
Century Wood Preserving corn. Silverview 
Chalfont, J. David 

Mrs. J. Da,vid 
Challenger, John G. 
Chestnut P.un 
Chew, Emily C. Townsend 
Christiana. Creek 

Ferry 
Christmas 
Church of the Brethren 
Circle City 
Civic A§sociation, Elmhurst 

Club, Idella 

170,274 
204,212 
153,233, 
237,238 
256,390 
389 
55,246 
384,389 
24,46-47,64 
111 
69 
69,389,390 
69 
394 
9,279 
9,279 
40 
362,363 
389 
330 
255 
390 

233 
153,163,233 
170,175,176,178 
35,117,142,303 
77,170 
8 
365 
51,175 
352 
316 
391 
188 
58,188 
58,245 
132,265 
132,265 
255 
63 
24,138-139 
53,124 
26,38,48,66,71,183,l87,197 
208 
19 
20 
361 
52 
67 
192 
378 
390 
34-35, 118 
249 
104 
142 



Civilian Conservation Cor-os 
ClA.rk, George 
Clausen, Pieter, See: Clawson, Peter 
Clawson, Jasper 

John 
Peter 

Clay, Henry 
Claymont 

Additirm 
Center 
Heights 
Terrace 

Clayton, John 
Joshua 

Cleaver, William 
Cleland, Ann C. 

Hannah Anna 
Cleland Heights 
Clouser, Mrs. Lucille 
Coil, James 
Cold Harbour 
Collins, John 

Peters. 
Colrmia.l Heights 

civic assn. 
Colonial Park 
Commilni ty Hall, Elmhurst 
Concord Manor 
Conly, James 

James S. 
Robert Weir 

Conner, John 
Conrad Hi~h School 
Conrad I s Crtpnle 
Constantine, Mrs. 

Augustine 
Conrad 
Jenet 

tract 
Constitutional convention, 1791-92 
Continental Dianond. Fibre Co. 
Cooling Terrace 
Coo-per, I !:'laac 

Mary Walter 
Coram, Robert 
Corkran, Willard W.S. 
Corrine Court 
Court. House. New Castle 
Cox, Frank G. 
Cragmere 
Crampton, Watkins 
Cranston, Benjamin 

James 
John A. 

John H. 
Simon 
William 

fa.J:1ily 

394 
389 

83 
83 
82,110 
53 
251 
251 
251 
251 
251 
383,384 
389 
316 
67 
67 
67 
35,102,140,303 
53 
199 
384 
317 
69 
71 
69 
116 
251 
230 
229 
229 
77 
35,300 
213 
151 
150,209 
199 
209 
199 
383 
171 
246,262 
383,384 
49 
383,391 
394 
286 
372 
86 
251 
389 
176 
72 
72 
184 
176 
176 
72 



Cranston Height~ 

Crook, Richard W. 
Crow, John 

Thomas 

Fire Co. 

Croxalls Elbow Room 
Cuckoldstown 
Dakeyne, George 
Daughters of Pocahontas 
Deerhurst 
De Lagrange, Arnold 
Delaware Land development co. 

Park 
Power and Light co. 
School Journal 
Society of the Cincinnati 
State Highway dept. 
State Normal University 
University 

Denney, James 
Dentistry 
Derickson. 
Derrickson, 

See: Derrickson 
David 
Elizabeth 
Jacob 
Joseph 
Peter 
William 
Zachariah 

family 
Dewit, Junis 
Dickb.son, John 

Sally Moore 
Dill, Benjamin 
Dilworth, John 
Dixon, Thomas 
Don Pedro (Sheep) 
Donovan, Raymond 
Dnuble, hou~e, Newport 
Druett, John 

Morgan 
family 

Drug stores 
Duff, Thomas 
Dundas, James 

Ralph W. 
DuPont, Alfred I. 

Eleuthere 
Frank V. 
Henry 
William 

DuPont de Nemours, E.I., co. 
Du.Pont flying field 
DuPont Landing. See: Middleburg 

72,245 
74 
53 
360,383 
389 
83 
273 
380 
174 
251 
19,67,189,190,191,192,l94 
292 

76,277 
228 
332 
387 
395 
335 
319,327,3~5,339,340,341,350,353,355 
77 
391 

224 
45 
224 
50 
50 
49,50 
50 
224 
377 
220,256,383 
220 
383 
316 
9 
85 
148 
200 
105 
105,220 
105 
361 
188,209,211 
40 
40 
1,3,4,15 
85 
85 
337 
292 
86,92 
294 



Earley, Amos 
Edward 
Mary 

Eastburn, Hugh B. 
Jose-oh Calvin 

Eastburn Heights 
Easterbrook, A.A. 
Eastern Star 
Eaton, John 
Ebenezer Methodist Church 
Eden Pa.rk 

Gardens 
Powder Mills 
Realty co. 

Edge Moor 
Terrsce 
Theater 

Engewood Hills 
Terrace 

Education 
Egner, Charles 
Ellerslie 
Elliott, Eliza 

Isaac 
John 
Mark 
Thomas 

family 
Elliott Land 
Elliott's Addition 
Ellis, Thomas 
Elmhurst 

Athletic Assn. 
Elsmere 

Marble and Granite co. 
Emerson, Manlove 
EJllJ'lons, Harry 
Enos, Richard 

family 
Enisconal education society. 
Etheridge, Se.rah Earley 

Tart 

Philadelnhia. 

27 
27 
2? 
220,221 
?? 
?? 
20 
20,37,103,143,303 
336 
178 
83,111 
81 
84 
110,111 
247 
86,245 
90 
92 
255 
312,385,39? 
86 
86 
128 
15,256 
15 
224 
224 
224 
256 
246,262 
87,92-93 
100,246 
104,118,144 
251 
71 
383 
229 
~58,359 
295 
238 
2? 
27 

Ethnic survey, 1939. See: 
Evans, Mary 

Oliver 

Social-Ethnic ~irvey,1939. 
148 
200,201 

Fair View 
Feld.man Cnnstruction co. 
Fennimore House, Prices' Corner 
Fernhook 
Ferris, John 
Finney, Dr. John 
Five Points 

fire comnany 
Flexner, Abraham 
Flinnview 
Floyd, James 

245 
120 
57 
255 
389 
368 
246 
34,103,116 
353 
247 
358 



Folly Woods 
Ford, Benjamin 

John 
Powell M. 
Reuben 

Forest Park 
Forwood 
Francen, Ola 
Franklin, Benjamin 

Josiah 
Inmrover.ient co. 

Frederick, William 
Frederick's Addition 
French, Colonel 

David 
Friends (Society) 

School, Wilmington 
Friendship Logde 

G~lloway House, Ne1Vl)ort 
Garesche~ Cora Bauday 

Jean Pierre 
John Peter. See: Garesche, 
Mimika Bauda.y 
Vital Marie 

Ga.resche I s Lane 
Gear, John 
General Chemical co. 
General iducation Board 
Gest, John R. 
Gilbert, Eliphalet Wheeler 
Giles, Dr. L. Douglass 
Gillespie, John 
Gillihgwater, Lidia 

Yeamans 
Gilnin, Edward 

paper mills 
Glynrich 
Good Will Fire Co., New Castle 
Gooding, John 
Goodson, John 
Gordon Heights 
Grange 
Gray family 
Green, Alfred E. 

Ethel M. 
Greenbank: 
Greenhill 
Greenville 
Gregg, Harvey C. 
Grier, Charles 

Ida 
Griffith, Gideon 
Grimshaw, Dr. Arthur H. 
Groves, James A. 

37,47,117,143,209,304,305,311 
224 
220 
239,241 
105 
49,246 
251 
39 
365,366 
366 
194 
262 
246,262 
366,367 
50 
17 
17 
291 

200 
84 
84 

Jean Pierre. 
84 
84 
84 
317 
220,222 
353,355 
10 
319,321 
161 
50 
69 
69 
389,390 
387 

246 
299 
224 
58,87,93 
247 
118,204,276,291 
211 
120 
120 
255 
255 
255 
306 
141 
141 
194 
332,333,334 
342,343,345,346,349,351,354 



Gru•)b, Amer 
Isaac 
James 
Joseph 
Julia Ann 
Wellington 

Grubb house, Newport Heights 
Gwinhurst 
Gwinn, Thomas 
Gwynhurst. See: Gwinhurst 

Hackendorn, Mrs. Ann E. 
C. F. 

Hagley 
Hagley Yards 
Haine, Artman 
Hall, Willard 
Halladay, James 
Ham Run 
Hamilton, Archibald 

Ca-pt. John 
Jo'1n S. 
Joseph 

family 
Hamil ton Park 
Harkness, John 
Harlan, Caleb 

Samuel 
Harmans, Eph. 
Harrar, Benjamin E. 
Harvey, Alexander 

~liza Elliott 
Holstein 

Haughey, Robert 
Haveg 
Hayden, Lulu M. 

Matthew F. 
Hayden Park 
Hayes, J.R. 

John 
Leah 

Haynes, George 
Hazel Dell 
Hennhill, John 

William 
Hendrickson, Isaac 
Henrickson, Peter 
Henrik J. Krebs School. See: 
Henr:r C. Conrad High School. 
Henry Clay (ulace name) 
Herdman, Jacob 

William 
Herman, Eph 
Her-oel,Frank A. 

Mrs. Frank A. 
Hewes, Aaron 

Ea.ward 

Krebs School 

9,279 
295 
228 
188,213 
279 
278 
213 
105,245 
105 

46 
207,212 
251 
255 
377 
319,320,324,328,329,330,336,337-8 
377 
170 
86 
86 
119 
110,111 
111 
110,246 
335,3:-:S6,340,341 
337 
86 
191 
49 
387 
256 
256 
383 
171 
151 
114 
114 
325 
389 
325 
83,110 
255 
58,238 
238 
389,390 
151 

See: Conrad High School 
252 
55 
55 
375 
188,207,209 
211 
49 
390 



Hi Ho Inn 
Hickory Run 
Highpoint 
Hillcrest 
Hilltop 

Manor 
Hinchman, Charles 
Hirshout, H.M. 
Hodgson, George 
Hollingsworth, Henry 

Je.sse 
Samuel 

Holloway, J.C., co. 
J.W., co. 
John W. 

Holloway Terrace ,, 
Holly Oak 

Farm 

Bautist M1 ssion 

Methodist Church 
Terrace 

Homestead 
Honeymoon house 
Hoopes, Joseph 
Huey, Dr. John 
Hussey, Sylvanus 
Hwiskemensi 
Hy-Point. See: Highpoint. 

Idella 

244 
13,108 
119,245 
247 
124 
255 
59 
7 
317 
28 
317 
389 
195 
55 
128 
82,128,246 
130 
8,245,268 
9 
13 
132 
137 
57 
390 
188 
358,359 
145 

140 
Indeuendent order of Odd Fellows. See: Odd Fe.llows. 
Independent order of Red Men. See: Red Men 
Indian Hill 209 
Industrial school for colored girls. 162,184 

Jackson, :Bryan 
George 
Josenh 
Keziah 
Susanna. Earley 

Jacques, Dr. Gideon 
Jacquet, Casnarus 

John 
John Paul 
Peter 

Jacquet family 
Janvier, F. de H. 
J enk13, Michael 
Jessop, William 
Jessup and Moore pJlper mill 
Jews 
Johns, Kensey 
Johnson, Ellen J3, 

Sibourn 
William 

295 
295 
27 
132,265 
27 
58 
194 
194,377 
83,128 
83,111,~78 
128 
373 
194 
176 
15 
197 
383,388 
69 
377 
383 



Jones, Elizabeth 
Georgine M 
Hillborn 
John 
Thomas 
Walter B. 

Jordan, Ethel M. 
Mary c. 
Sidney 

Justis, Aaron 
John 
Jrmas 
Mortem 

Ke.ufman, David 
Kavanaugh, Helen M. 

Josenh C. 
Keating, John 
Keen, Harold P. 
Keil, Max 
Keimer, Mr.--
Keith, Sir William 
Kellam, William 
Kensington National Bank, Philadelphia 
Keystone 
Kiamensi 

Woolen Co. 
Kieffer, Christian 
Kimber, Thomas 
Kinsey, Dr. John 
Knights of Pythias 
Koch Corporation 
Krebs Pigment and Color Cornoration 
Krebs School, Newport 

Ladies of t 10 e G0lden Eagle 
Laforge, Benja~in 
Lambson, Giles 
Lamprey, Mr. --
Lancaster Village 
Lang, Andrew J. 
Langshore, Robert 
Larter, Edward A. 
Latimer, Dr. Henry 

lfames 
Joh.n R. 
Mary O. 
Mary R. 
Robert 

Latimer Lane 
Latimeria. 
Laurenson, Marcus 
Laws, Thomas 
Lawson, Annake 

Jacob 

278 
27 
278 
317,390 
58 
27 
67 
67 
67 
176 
199 
176 
176 

116 
27 
27 
84 
40 
179 
366 
366 
39 
296 
247 
145 
145-146 
49 
278 
259 
174 
296 
203 
168,204,271 

174 
389 
49,128,316 
335 
148 
339 
192 
259 
309,311,388 
72,150-151,199,305,306 
68 
305 
68,310 
68 
114 
68,310 
9,39,133,266 
384 
87,92,93 
87,92,233 



Layton, C. S. 
Lea, J runes 
Lees, William 
LeGate, John 
Leiper, Snmuel 
Lenderman, Isaac 
Lenderman, Isaac M. 

Watson B. 
William 

Hall 
Heights 
Terrace 

Lewden, Rogers 
Liberty 

housing co. 
Libraries 
Library company of America 
Linwood 
Limestone Road 
Li.ndamere 

Terrace 
Lingo, Ha.rry 
Lin~incot, Charles 
Little, John S. 
Little Falls Creek 
Little Mill Creek 
Lobdel, George W. 

Car Wheel Foundry 
Lodge, George 

John W. 
Mary Jane 
Samuel 

family 
Log houses 
Logan, Maria Dickinson 

Sarah 
Long, Catherine 
Longfellow, Nathan 
Lon~street, John H. 
L,,re, Cha!'les B. 
Lotteries 
Love Lane 
Lovelace, Francis 
Lowe, Washington 
Lowry, Robert W. 
Lukens, Isaac 
Lynam, Albert 

David 
David R. 
Mrs. Eliza.beth E. 
Jt=1mes K. 
Mrs. James K. 
John R. 
Oliver 
Richard 
Robert 
Thomas 

family 

334 
389,390 
374 
359 
8 
233 
153,156,163 
153 
153,156,163,233 
154 

153 
156 
176 
160 
67,68 
391 
391 
252 
274 
163,245 
248 
148 
110 
390 
192 
21,25,35,37,47,52,57,142 
194 
81,84 
132,220,265 
282 
105 
105 
105 
57 
256 
182 
119 
317 
9,10 
337 
384 
258 
15, 39, 49 
361 
233 
188 
45 
33 
33 
45 
45 
45 
45 
45 
45 
201 
45 
19,22,63,160,180 



Lyndalia 

McCalm0nt, James 
Mccaulley, William 
McCleary, Charles D. 
McComb, Eleazer 
McDaniel Heights 
McGinnis, Mary Jaquett 
McGovern, GeorG;e H. 
Machzikow Adas 
McKee, William 
Maclary, Charles W'esley 
McClement, James 
McWillitm, Richard 
Mahoney, Charles A. 
Mailly, Augt1stine 
Major, Clarence 
Malaria 
Malcolm, John 
Maloney, Michael B. 
Mann, Abran.am 
Marim, Charles 
Markham, Capt. 

iVilliam 
Marshall, John 

Samuel 
William 

Marshallton 

Marshes 

Addition 
Civic Club 
Consolidated School 
Heights 
M.E. Church 

Masonic Temple, Newnort 
Masonicville 
Matlack, Isaiah 

Jesse 
Matthes, Max 
Matthieu, John E. 
May day 
Mayer, Harry, W. 
Meadowbrook 
Mears, Nicholas 
Mendenhall, John 

Thomas 
M~thodist Episcopal Church, The Cedars 
Middle Bourg. See: Midcl.leburgh 
Middl~borough Road 
Mfddleburgh 
Middletown 
Mill Creek 

Fire Co. 
Hiller, Albert M. 

Annie E. 
George 

168 

360 
295 
270,272 
384,389,390 
252 
194 
305 
197 
224 
160 
384 
150,152,359 
9 
382 
275 
393 
83,110 
8,9 
170 
326 
192 
58,87,92,224 
170,171 
199 
176 
170,246 
255 
174 
173 
175,176 
173 
394-395 
205 
180 
55 
55 
100,104 
49 
390 
256 
184 
358,359 
188,209 
389 
125 

255 
189,191,193,255 
345 
102 
172,174 

'27 
27 
27 



Miller, Levi 
Lewis W. 
Mary M. 
Sa.mu.el 

Mills 
Milner, James 

Jose-oh 
Thomas 

Minquadale 
Civic A~sn. 
Fire Co. 
Home 
School 

Minquas Fire Co. 
Mirror of the times. 
Mitchell, George 

Nathaniel 
Thomns 

Moffitt, Mary 
Molleston, Henry 
M,,nc.kton Park 
Monro, George 
Montchanin 
Montgomery, Thomas 
Morris, James 

Robert 
Morton, Matthias 

Morton 
Mosquito control commission 
Mosquitos 
Mother of Mercy Catholic Church 
Mounce, Anna.lea 

John 
Peter 
William 

Mouns, John. See: Mr,unce, John. 
Mounsen, Peter. See: Mounce, Peter. 
hit.Cuba 

295 
27 
27 
188 
274 
389 
389 
237,238 
194 
196,198 
198 
194 
197 
203,204,270 
387 
383 
384,388 
238 
119 
380 
82,83 
383,387 
252 
383 
383 
83,110 
50 
211 
395 
392 
46 
153 
39 
9,39,153,156,163,233 
156,233 

252 
Mount Pleasant Junior Hi~h School, 
Muusley, Alfred. 

Bellefonte, 122 
15 

Mowbray, 
Mummers 

George w. 
Joseph 
Rev. J.E. 

Munici~al golf course, 
Muskrats 
Myers, Michael 

Stosa.11 
Myers House, Ne\VT'lort. 

Wilmington 

Naanan 1 s Creek Pr,st Office 
National Syndicate Corporation 
Naudain, Christopher B. 

Negroes 

Elias S. 
Sarah A. 

15 
15 
350 
390 
256 
395 
39 
39 
200 

282 
128 
188 
188 
188 
24,63,137,160,173,179,180,184 



Neils, Mathias 
Neils 

Neilson, Henrick 
Mathias 
NeUies 

New Castle 

New Castle County Free Library 
school conventions 
Silk Cormany 

New London Academy 
Ne,vark 

Academy 
College. See: Delaware. University. 

Newkirk, Matthew 
Newoort 
"Newport" early name of Claymont, etc. 
Newoort Ayre 

baseball club 
Heights 
M.E. Church 
Recreation Committee 

Nichols, Sa.1!Uel 
Nixon, Charles 

Thomas 
Normal schools. See: Teacher training. 
Normandie, Thomas Y. 
North Hills 
North Holly Oak 
Nor~hlR Vault Co. 

Oak Grove 
School 

Odd Fellows 
Ogle, Thomas 
Old Age Pensions 
Old aged 
Ollason, Lawsey 

Olla 

87,93 
87,93 
87,93 
87,93 
9,39,133,266 
358,360,361,363,365,366,368,369,374, 
375,377,378,380 
144 
318,355 
295 
381 
325 
353 

53 
150,199 
105,273 
199 
244 
207 
204 
204 
389,390 
383 
9 

337 
214,245 
11 
204 

251 
51 
276,291 
211 
1,3 
194 
87,92,233 
87,93 

Our Lady of Mercy Catholic Church, 
Overlook Colony 

Belvidere. 75,138 
220,245 

Paisner, Mrs. 
Palmer, Sanmel 
Paper 
Pardee, C.H. 
Parent teachers' associations 
Park Pharmacy, Elmhurst 
Parker, Henry 

Joseph 
Parkin House, Newoort 
Paschall, H.M. & sons 
Patten, John 
Pechin, John C. 
Peirce, Elizabeth E. 

Robert 

377 
367 
387 
76 
174,198,236 
101 
199 
358 
200 
12 
384 
238 
150, 151,152,305 
150,15?,152,305 



Penn, Joh_n 
William 

family 
Penn-Rose 
Pennington, John 

Thomas 
Penny, David 

family 
Penny Hill 

State Police Station 
Terrace 

People's Baptist Church, Hamilton Park 
Railway Corrroany 

Perkins, Amor 
Anna L. 
Caleb 
Christine 
Ebenezer 
Esau Sharpley 
Gertrude L. 
Harrie M. 
Isaac 
Jonathan 
Joseph 
Margaret C. 

family 
Perkins Run 
Pert Hook Tract 
Peterson, Frederick 

Hans 
Luloff 
Vance 

Petit de Mange, Ella Lodge 
Phillips, Anne 

P.obert 
William D. 
William H. 

Phillips Heights 
Pierson, Thomas 
Pietterson, Hans 
Pilling, John 
Platt, John 
Plymouth 
Polhill, Robert 
Polk, Daniel 
Poole, William 
Popu),at ion 
Porter, John B. 

Peter 
Rachel E. 

Porter Reservoir, Wilmington 
Premonstratensian fathers 
Preston, Isaac 
Price, William 
Price's Onrner 
Pugh, John 
Pue:h I s Lane ., , 

200 
369,370 
370 
224,245 
295,296 
295 
229 
229 
228 
226 
233 
82,112 
53 
132,265 
265,266,307 
9 
8,9,11 
132,265 
132,265 
132 
132,265 
132,265 
11,13 
8-9 
11 
132,265 
10,11,13 
128 
176 
39 
214,286 
15,214,224,286 
105 
237 
55 
55 
237,238,242 
237,245 
190 
256 
145 
111,316 
244 
359 
383 
389 
390 
69 
69 
69 
256 
282 
228 
211 
57 
111 
110 



Purnell, William Henry 
Pusey, Samuel N. 
Pvle 1 s Lane 

Q,uak:ers. See: Friends. 

Rainbow, William 
Rainbow Run 
Raskob, John 
Read, George 

W. T. 
Red Clay Creek 
Red Cross 

Re~ Men 
Red Men's Hall, Newport 
Reece, John 
.eg~terer:t:-~ ~" N~w;;Ca;stht 

Reilly, Patrick 
Rent. See also: "Rose rental 11 

Restricted areas 

Reynolds, Thomas .. 
Rhoads, Frances T. 

George A. 
Rice, Washington 
Richards, Robert H. 
Richardson, Ashton 

Jiannah 
John 
Joseph 
Mary 
R'ichard 

family 
Richardson Park 

Junior High School 
MethocHst Church 

Riddle, James 
Ridgely, Rev. Greenbury W. 

Nicholas 
Rising Sun 
Riverside Gardens 
Roberts, Enoch 
Robeson, William 
Robinson, Albert 

David 
Edward W. 
George 
John 13. 
Robert 
Robert L. 
Robert P. 
Mrs. Robert Pyle 
Vincent 
William 

346 
188 
110 

189,192 
199 
282 
385,388 
319 
147,175,273,274 
34,46,75,82,102,112,ll6,122,125,130, 
138,146,155,158,172,177,197,209,223, 

,258,259,263,288,299,304 
174,204,223. 
169,205 
145,211 

295 

28,40,59,78,87,93,106,120,128-129, 
133,154,156,16~,195,214,221,234,239, 
257,266,279,287,293,296,301,307 
317 
69 
69 
316 
54 
49 
152 
100,104,152 
104 
152 
49 
19 
246,300 
19 
102 
194 
237, 238 
383 
255 
252 
86 
203 
58 
46 
86 
58 
124 
67 
68 
68 
68 
67 
68 



Rock Manor 
Rock of ages church 
Rockford Manor Development Co. 

Tract 
Rockland 
Rodman Road 
Rodney, John H. 
Rose Hill School 
"Rose-rental" 
Roselle 

Terrace 
Ross, James 
Rumsey, Charles 
Rutter, Anna B. 

Charles A. 
St. Barnabas Church, Marshallton 
St. James Church, Newoort 
St. James Church, Stanton 
S\Thomas Catholic Church, Wilmington 
Satterthwaite, A. 
Sauter, John 
Sawyer, J 0 senh 
School houses 
Schultz, Frank A. 
Scroggins Construction Co. 
Segur d 1 Aguesseau, Louis Philline, count 
Seton Villa 
Shalco:o, Peter 
Shallcross, Joseph 
Shankland, Rhoade 
Sharnley Heights 
Shee-p raising 
Shell Pott Hill 
Shepherdson, John R. 

Richard 
Thompson 

Shivery, John H. 
Sign of Shakesneare, Wilmington 
Silk farm 
Silk industry 
Silverbrook Cemetery 

Methodist Church, Wilmington 
Silverside Heights 

Annex 
Sil view 

Inn 
Simpson, Elizabeth T. 

George 
Simpson's African M.E. Church 
Sims, John 
Sinclair Refining Company 
Sinnex, Thomas 
Sinnexson, Broor 
Smalley' s dam 
Smith, Captain 

15,246,256 
24,64,138 
148 
224 
252 
241 
128 
82,130 
370 
246,248,259 
246,262 
358 
274 
9 
9 
25,172,174 
204,205,211 
211,276 
70 
275 
58 
194 
330 
120 
205 
83 
43 
50 
389 
383 
255 
85 
229 
188,209 
188,209 
188,209 
86 
387 
295 
296 
71 
70 
245,265 
307 
248,270 
271 
188 
188 
24,64,138,181 
1:-51 
112 
49 
19,49,100,189,191 
227 
53 



Smith, Ann Grubb 
Hans Peterson 
Peter Peterson 

Smyrna 
Snuff Mill Lane 
Snyder, Frederick 

John M. 
Social-Ethnic survey,1939 
Southern Land 
Springer, Rev. John 

Peter 
Stahl, Bernard A. 

Joseph B. 
Stalcor,, John 

John Anderson 
Jonas 
Tobias 

Stanton, A.W. 

Stanton 

Ann 
Charlotte 
George 
John 
Stephen 

Heights 
Meeting House 
Methodist Church 

Staunton. See: Stanton. 
Stevenson, Alfred 

Isaac 
Margaret 

Stewart, John 
Stidham, Isaac 
Stockdale 

Corporation 
Stockton, John 
Stogdale 1 s Run 
StonP-h.urst 
Stonemitz, George 
Stow, Isaac 
Suburban Century Club 

Square Club, Bellemoor 
Elmhurst 
Hayden Park 
Idella 
Richardson Park 

Women's Club, Idella 
Suddards, Rev. William 
Sum!' it t, Joseph 
Swanson, Woola 
Swanwyck 
Swinney, Cniven 
Sykes, James 

John 
Talley, Isaac S. 

James B. 
Laurence P. 

228 
256 
224 
3,326 
258 
272 
272 
6 
55,72 
400 
274 
296 
296 
189,192 
55,72 
55 
72 
273,274 
156,233 
156 
233 
156 
273 
248,273 
273 
276 
276 

111 
228 
110 
27 
128 
251,278 
278 
295 
279,283 
205 
58 
389 
104 
37 
103 
118 
143,144 
303 
143 
278 
389 
9,133,266 
252,377 
39 
384,388 
383 
214 
286 
308 



Talley, Mary E. Williamson 
Ta.lleyville 
Tatum, Eli7.abeth P. 

Elizabeth R. 
John W. 

family 
Taylor, .1aron K. 

George 
W. Howard 

Teacher training 
Teachers 
Teachers' institutes 
Text books 
Thomas, Aquila. 

Evan 
George 
John 
Tho!!li:son, Samuel 

Thompson, David 
Tilton, Dr. James 
Torson, Henry. See: Tussey, Henry 
Town Hall, Wilmington 
Townsend, John Y. 

Solomon 
Zadock 

Treble Clef Club 
Treble Glee Club 
Tussey, Elias 

Henry 
William 

family 
Tusson, Jacob. See: Lawson, Jacob 

Lawsey. See: Olla.son, Lawsey. 
Tuxedo Pard 
Tying, Stephen H. 
Tyler, John 

Union M.E. Church of Marshallton 

Valentine, George 
Vandever, John 
VanDyke, Nj.cholas 
VanLevenigh, Zackarias 
Veasey, Mary E. 
Veterans of foreign we.rs. 
Villa Monterey 
Vining, John 
Virdritige Hook 

Wan· -pa.per 
Walraven, Catherine 
Walraven, Gyshert 

Jonas 
Walt er, John 
\Varner, Joseph 

William 

286 
252,258 
69 
148 
69 
69 
49,290 
9 
270 
319 
312 
345,348,350 
330,331 
325 
190-191 
188 
145 
86,92 
27 
387 

83,391 
194 
49,316 
84,194 
37,104 
118,143 
58 
119,238 
119 
238 

248,284 
237,238 
39 

173 

278 
238 
385 
368 
233,234 
20,301-302 
245,286 
389 
87,93,234 

391 
50 
19,50,189,190,191,192 
50,150 
49 
390 
68 

419 



Warren, Samuel H. 
Washington, George 
Watkins, Charles 

John 
Way, John 
Weeks, Steuhen B. 
Weldin, Emma L. 

George 
Hannah 
John 
Lewis 
William R. 

family 
Welfare home, Smyrna 
Wells, William Hill 
W~lsh, William 
Welshire 
West Haven 
Westfield 
Westmoreland 
Westover Hills 
Westwood M:mor 
Wharton, William 
White, Sanmel 

Thomas 
Wickwood 
\Vier, Margaret 

Sarah 
Wilkinsrm, Ann 
Williams, Lily Frances 

T.N. 
WilliamRon, Edwin P. 

Mary E. 
Mnry Jane Beeson 

Willis, Herbert 
Vintie 

Wilmington 

Wilmont 

Construction Company 
Enameling Co. 
Homing Pigeon Club 
Manor 
Teachers' Training School 

Wilson, David 

Wister, 
Women's 

James 
Roger 
William Rotch 
Christian Temnerance Union 
Civic Club, Bellemoor 

Elmhurst 
Idella 
Rewoort 

1t'ood9rest r:- • 
Woodlawn Company 

, '!rustees, Inc. 

13 
373 
274 
274 
389,390 
337 
119 
49 
237 
153,233 
39 
119,237 
119,233,237 
3 
388,389 
189 
255 
252 
252,290 
255 
246,292 
252 
55,72 
388 
383 
252 
229 
229 
325 
105 
350 
286 
286 
286 
301 
182 
364 
86,92 
112 
226-227 
246,295 
357 
255 
110 
387 
188 

256 
174,204 
37 
104 
143 
204,205 
248,300 
15 
15-16 



Woodruff, Mr. 
Woodside Hills 
Woodstock 
Woodward Addition 
Woodward, Edwaxd 

Joseph 
Worthland 
Wyers, William F. 

Yellow fever 
Young, Mary Stuart 

Thomas S. 

Zeisberg, Frederick C. 
Zoning regulations. See: Restricted arens. 

345 
248,307 

309 
246,259 
259,262 
259 
255 
381 

392 
278 
278 

27,28,31 

421 
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