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.J01JRNAJ.., 

OF TUE 

.Bouse of Representatives 
OF THE 

STATE OF DELAWARE. 

,.lit a Se8si9n of the General .11.ssembly, convened and held at Dover, on 
·Tuescl,ay, the second day of Janua~y, .in the year of our Lord one 
thouaand eight,hundred and forty-nine, and 9f .the Independence of 
the United States of .fl..merica, the seventy-third, 

· Messrir. Edward G. Bradford, Benjamin Caulk, Levi G. Cooch, Ed
~ T •. Bellah,James L. Miles, Thomas M. Rodney and Elias S. Nau
dain, of New Castle County.; ~n\l · · 

Messrs. Daniel Cummins, Edwo,rd W. Wilson, Joseph P. Comegys, 
Paris T. Carlisle, Henry Taylor, James Postles and John A. Collms1 of 
Kent County; and 

).\t:ess,:s. Samuel D. Vaughan, William Tunnell, John Marshall, Philip 
C. Jones, John Martin and Nathaniel Tunnell, of Sussex [C1)\;mt7, 5l;p .. 
peared and took their ;seats. · 

The foregoing members being all present, the returns of the election 
for Representatives of the several counties of the State were read. 

~y the returns of the officers of New Castle County, appointed by 
law Judges of Elections, it appeared that on the second Tuesday of 
:t;o1ember last, at the. several and respective places specified by law for 
holding the elecr.tions in a~d for said County, the following persons were 
cboaen to represent the said County, in the House .Qf Representatives 
of the State of Delaware, viz: Edward G. Bradford, Benjamin Caulk, 
LniG,;Q()och, Edward T. Bellah, J:ames L. Miles, Thomas M. Rodney 
~ Eliaa,S. Naudain. · 
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By the returns of the officers of Kent Comity, appion.ted by Jaw 
Judges of Elections, it appeared that on the second Tuesday of No
vember last, at the several and respective places spt>cified by law for 
holding the elections in and for the said County, the following persons 
were chosen to represent the said County in the HQuse of Representa~ 
tives of the State of Delaware, viz: Daniel Cummi11s, Edward W. 
Wilson, Joseph P. Come~ys, Paris T. Carlisle, Hf!nry Taylor, Ja.mes 
Postles and John A. Collrns. · 

By the returns of the officers of Sussex County, appointed by law 
Judges of Elections, it appeared that on the second Tuesday of N~ 
vemher last, at the several and respective places specified by law for 
holding the elections in and for said County, the following persons were 
chosen to ,represent the said County in the House of Representatives of 
the State of Delaware, viz: Samuel D. Vaughan, William Tunnell, 
John Marsha:11, Philip C. Jones, John Martin and Nathaniel Tunnell, 
and that Thomas Robinson of A., and William $. Hall, each rece.ived 
an equal number of ,votes. 

On motion of Mr, Comegys, 

. The House proceeded to elect by ballot a Speaker, whe~eupon, Dan• 
iel Cummins, ;Esq. w~ electe.d. · · ·· 

The Speaker, after an appropriate expr~ssion of his iiense.of obliga.
tion for the honor conferred ·upon him by the House, was th.en qualified 
by the Hotj... $ainuel M. Harrington, associate Judge of the .State of 
Delaware,·according to the Constitution .of the State, and the Act of 
Congress, entitled "An act to regulate the time and manner of .adm.inis,. 
tering certain ~aths." 

The men;ib~rs present were then i11 like mann~r duly quali1iec,t. 

On motion of Mr. Comegys, 

The H<;mse p:oceeded to ballot for a Clerk, whereupon Eclward Gi~ 
bans was duly elected, sworn and took his seat at t,he Clerk's table •. · 

On motion Qf M.r. Cooch, . . . . 

Th~ House proceeded· to ballot for Sergeant-a~-A,rms. '-nd. Door-~eep-
er, and William W. Hudson was duly elected and qualified. · 

On mc;ition of ~r.: .Cmpegys, . . . 

The ~lerk was directed·t~ inform the Senate ~at the ~~se of ~ep
resentat1ves was .duly orgaruzed and ready t6 proceed to, busmess. · 

Which was done. . . . ' . ' . 

Mr. Lofland, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted,ihformed the House 
of the organization of the Senate, and that it was.ready to .receive any 
~ommunication from the Howe. 
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And he withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. Collins, 

The HoUBe adjourned until three o'clock this afternoon. 

Same Day, P • .M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Rodney offered the following resolution, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read as follows:-

. Resolved, That a Committee of three on the part of the House, be 
appointed to act jointly with a like committee on the part of the Sep.
ate, to wait on His Excellency, the Governor, and inform him that a 
quorum of both Houses of the Legislature have convened and duly or
ganized, and are ready to receive any communication he may see prop
.er to make. 

Mr. Cooch moved 

That the resolution be adopted, 

Which motion Prwailed. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs, Rodney, Wilson and Jones were appointed Aid committee. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Caulk then offered the following resolution, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read as follows:-

RP.Bolveil, That Columbus P. Evans be allowed the privilege of a 
seat <>n the floor of the House in order to report its proceedings. 

Onmotion of Mr. Cooch, 

The ieaolution was . . .lldoptetl. 
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Mr. Wilson then offered the following resolution,.,, ~1ich, 

On his motion, 

Was read as follqws :-

Resolved, That tlrn Clerk of thE' House of Representatives he au
thorized to furnish to the members of the House, one newspaper of 
their choice during the session. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, 

The resolution was .B.dopto/f. 

Mr. Lofland, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, informed the 
House that the Senate had concurred in the joint resolution appointing 
a committee to wait upon His Excellency, the Governor, an~ that 
Messrs. Temple and Turner,had been appointed said committee on the 
part of the Senate. 

Mr. Rodney, from the committee appointed to wait on the Gover
nor, reported tb\lt the Committee had discharged the duty imposed up
on them, and t9at His Excellency would make a written communica
tion to both ,ijouses in half an hour. 

At the expiration of the time specified, Daniel M. Bates, Esquire, 
Secretary of State, being admitted, presented a written message ,from 
His Excellency the Governor, togethe.r with sundry parers. and docUi-
ments. · ·· 

· And he withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. Cooch, 

The communication from His Excellency the Governor, and the ac,
companying papers were read as foll9ws : 

Fellow-Citizens of the Senate, 

and of the House of Representative$: 

Our profound gratitude is d11e to the Almighty Ruler· ·of· Nations for 
the condition of unprecedented prosperity and happiness now present
ed by our beloved country. His beneficent hand has bestowed upon us 
all·the blessings which are essential. to the perfect well being of a peo
ple. And what should greatly elevate our appreciation of the Divine 
favor, it .is displayed towards us in striking contrast with the calamities 
which ~ict other nations. While civil war, social ~isorder, pestil,ence 
and famine, the usual concomitants of political revolutions, however 
directed to the most legitimate ends, are deijolating so large a portion of 
Europe, we present the unexampled spectacle of a natioll at peace with 
all the world, enjoying perfect tranquility at home, and realizing all 
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the benefits which can flow fr6m the \Visesf system of human faws, 
combined with pre-eminent natural advantages. 

It is gratifying to <;>bserve how fully our own State has participated in 
the progressive prosperity of the Country at large. Indet!d, no State of 
the Union is likely to share more extensively in the benefits tesulting 
from the existing policy of the Federal Government. Having a soil 
of easy cultivation and great natural fertility, being sparsely populated 
and lying within easy access of the great depots of commerce, Dela
ware must of nece~sity' be an agricultural State. So long as the pro-
. ducts of the soil dorlstitute our principal articles of export, agriculture 
must be the controlling interest; the means of support and the sourc~ 
of prosperity to all others. The returning value of the surplus produc-. 
tions of a country, exported to foreign markets, constitutes the general 
wealtli', and in ex:ict proportion as this is augmented, are all the pur
suits of industry stimulated, the wages of labor· iii'cr'eased and comfort 
generally diffused. These beneficial influerices_,have been very sensibly 
felt among us during the past two years, and demonstrate that a liberal 
commercial policy affording to our staple products an extended ma~ 
ket and consequently enhanced· prices, is t6 this State an object of vital 
interest. Thr'ough no other'instrumentallty can its most important re
soutces be developed, and the State advan-ced to what its natural ad:. 
vantages indicate to be its'true position iri'wealth and population. 

Our present code of laws was framed· in much wisdom, and has oeen 
long and well tried. Whether more of less perfect in the estimation of 
others, it is·approved by our owri people, and has been found upon full 
experience·fo answer the substantial purposes of good government.
Whatever amendment it might properly receive in some of its details, 
no change in any of its radical features would, in my opinion, be agree
able to the popular wish or warranted by sound expediency. Under 
these- impressions I shall content myself in this communication, with 
suggestmg a few legislative provisions which present exigencies· seem 
to require. 

Your especial attention is invited to the object of conforming the 
weights and measures used within the State to the standards established 
by the United States Government. A complete series of the United 
States standards has now been delivered for the use of this State, and 
duplicate sets have been prepared and deposited with the prothonotaries 
of the several counties, under the provisions of the act of February 18, 
1837. These standards have been furnished without cost to the State 
though at no inconsiderable expense on the part of the General Govern;. 
inent; They supply the means, long desired, of effecting a uniformity of 
weights and measures throughout the whole State, an object so essential 
to the confidence and integrity of trade. From their adoption we shall 
also realize the additional advanta~es resulting from the establishment 
of a uniform standard throughout the Union; advantages of no small 
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moment to our mercantile and agricultural classes, in view of the inti
mate relations in trade which they su!ltain with' the large cities of neigh
boring States. Our obligations to the General Government as well as• 
very important interests of our own, require that no pains- should' be 
spared in effecting and maintaining a strict conformity of all weights 
and measures with the United States standards. The act of Feb. 18,. 
1837, which was designed to accomplish this object, needs some revision 
to render it effectual. By that act the Governor is directed to appoint 
a commissioner in each county, whose duty it shall be once in every 
two years, to go through the county for which he is appointed, for the 
purpose of examining and testing by the county standards deposited in 
the prothonotary's office, all weights and measures which he shall dis .. 
cover or which shall be brought to him for that purpose, He is direct
ed to seal all true weights and measures, and such as are not true accord·· 
ing to the standards, he is to seize and retain; his compensation to be 
such as the Levy Court of the county may allow, Serious difficulty is 
encountered in the very first attempt to carry into effect the provisions: 
of this act. The weights and measures in general use having never 
been adjusted to any uniform standard, an examination of them would 
pro?ably exhibit a prevailing want of exact conformity to the standards 
which the State has adopted ; and such a result imposes upon- the com
missioner the unpleasant necessity of seizing and retaining private 
property to a considerable amount without compensation to-the owners, 
thereby subjecting himself to odium and the law to reproach. NO' 
commissioner has been found willing to persevere in the discharge of 
so disagreeable a duty; and more especially in view of the uncertain 
character of the compensation provided'. Without obtruding upon your· 
attention any suggestion of my own in the way o( amendment, I leave 
it to your. sound discretion to adopt such provisions, as will best obviate 
the difficulties in the operation of the existing law and insure its due· 
execution in the future. 

I may here mention, that since the last session of the General Assem
bly there have been received for the use of the State three balances; of 
various sizes and most elaborate workmanshif, prepared for the adjust .. 
ment of the standard weights and capacity o measures. Being easily 
liable to injury, and so delicately adjusted as to be rendered wholly use.
less by the slightest deterioration, it was considered by the agent who 
was charged by the Government with the duty of putting them up, es
sential that some permanent arrangement should be immediateiy . made 
for their preservation and use. Under his direction and with my .ap
proval, the Secretary of State has made the best provision for this .pur
pose which the structure of our public buildings will admit of. As 
considerable expense has been uuavoidably incurred, for defraying 
which no fund was applicable, provision will be necessary for its pay
ment out of the publiG treasury. In connection with this subject per· 



mit me to refer you to a communication from the superintendent of 
weights and measures, at Washington, herewith transmitted. 

The gua:rdianship of those who are incapable of self-protection is one 
of the first duties and most honorable attributes of a civil government. 
The State has fully discharged this obligation towards all the unfortu
nate classes of socif•ty except the insane-the most unfortunate of all. 
Formerly, in the absence of any legal provision in their favor, idiots 
and lunatics were confined in the public jails, as though they were ob
jects of fear of which society should rid itself, rather than subjects of a 
tormenting disease, often susceptibl'e of cure and entitled to sympathy 
ancI reliet Their removal from the companionship and treatment 
of felons to the county poor-houses, und.er acts of 1812-15, has some
whafalleviated the wretchedness of their condition, but is a provision 
Ve'ey inadequate to their peculiar necessities. It has been well remark
ed tbat "the treatment of insanity is a science." It requires with th.e 
best medical skill, suitable arrangements for the c9mfort of the patient, 
trained attention, judicfous, persevering kit,dness, and moral influence. 
POSllessi.ng few or none of these advantages the poor-house can afford 
but little more than a narrow cell and grated window, where the un
happy maniac is consigned to a. fate more dreadful than death, and to 
which death alone brings relief; hopelessly lost to his friends and a per
petual burden to society. Public sentiment is beginning to respond to 
the claim which these persons present to our humanity and christian 
principle, and will only be satisfied by some speedy and effectual mea
sure for their relief. The subject was earnestly pressed upon the Legis
lature at the session of 1843; but unfortunately, as I think,'it was asso
ciated with tile proJect of establishing an insane asylum within the 
State. The measure was referred to a committee of gentlemen eminent 
for philanthropy and scientific attainment, who in an able report to the 
succeeding sessron of 1845, exhibited the present condition of the insane,. 
the obligation of the State to protect and relieve them, and the proba
ble cost of erecting and maintaining a public institution for that purpose. 
At that session the project was formally abandoned, it being deemed 
inexpedient, as suggested by a legislative report on the subject, in the 
then state of the public finances to incur the expense requisite for its 
execution. Deeply should I deplore this conclusion if I supposed it 
must debar the insane poor from the relief imperatively demanded by 
their necessities and our obligations. But such need not be its effect. 
The Insane Asylum of Pennsylvanra is easily accessible, presenting ad
vantages certainly not inferior to any which could be afforded by a like 
institution of our own, and to be obtained at far less expense. A pro
vision 1:.0rresponding .vith such as has already been made for the indi
gent blind and deaf and dumb, will bring the insane of our State within 
the influence of all that the philanthropic efforts of the age under the 
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Divine blessing can accomplish for their comfort and restoration. I 
confidently commend the subject to your humane consideration. 

I submit it to you, gentlemen, whether the present provisions relating 
to the· county assessments do not needlessly embarrass the right of suf
frage. The Constitution requires that an elector shall have paid a 
·county tax within two years which shall have been assessed more than 
six months before the election at which he votes. In directing 'the 
mode. of assessing and col!ecting the truces, it should be a cardi~al ob
ject with the Legislature to afford to the. humblest citizen. the amplest · · 
facility for qualifying himself as an elector within.the requirement of 
the Constitution.. But it wouldreaUy seem to be the policy of present 
laws to multiply restrictions upon the right of suffrage. . The integl'ity · 
an.d vigilence of numerous public officers-of asse~so_rs, levy court, co,m":' 
missioners, clerks of the peace, and collectors, muse concur to . perfect 
the tax qualification. No tax can be paid after it has been ret~n,~4 
and allowed \>y the Levy·court as delinquent, even. though in fact the 
delinquency may hav~been the result of the collector's negligpnce; 
arid as if this were not a sufficient restriction. the delinque11t's name is,.· 
directed to be immediat••ly stricken from the assessmen,t list, ro tba(he 
becom~s aqsolutely .debarred from p!!,ying a tax. for the succeeding year~ 
arid hjs future right is exposed anew to an the uncerta,irities which niiy 
result .from i~attention on the part of assessors. It may be said th)lt t~ 
citizen who p10perly values his right of suffrage; will see to its sectJrity 
by prociQring himself to be assessed within the time prescribed; and by 
punctually paying his public dues. But such an exaction is un:re~na- ·· 
bl_e, and, ~ould disfranchise half of .our taxable population. It is 'the 
duty, of. the' officers charged with the assessment and. collection o( ffie. 
taxes, fo look after the taxable, and not of the t!),Xable to firid_t~ ¢ficei.,'8,; : 
whj,ch for the most part is impracticable, since thy keep no, pµbli~ ~fli;. • 
ces; nor i's th,ere any place where they are bound to be accessable~ It 
iS) th~refore, of necessity . that person$ depend in U1is. :matter upap ~he,.·. 
attentipn of the assessors and collectors, and are so. ge.ne:rally , bable to 
lose their qualification as electors through the neglect of those o:fticE)ra. ·. 
Res!ricti<>,ns of the ki_nd. referred to may. :possih!Y ob\riate s'~e ~~o~..; 
vemences;. but even 1f 1t were so, no cons1derat)on of convemence·can. 
outweigh the importan~e ?f an, unepiba,rra8$ed, un~':er~l.; right· 'if;' sjif~' 
frage~ . It should be, w1thm the: po"fer of, every ,citizen at '9,qY, ijtJJe, ~& 
cause hunself to be assessed and to pay, his tax, so that he. may :be e»-. 
empted from all hazzard of becoiljing,d~fra~chise~~ e~~~· ternporli~ily,.;'. 
through the negligenc~ or co,rrupt~on of, a pubUc .otlitet; '. ' .' , , · ' ' 

The extreme necessity, of some .tµeasure fof ~he s!lf ~ )'ieepmg· of Qt,11'_. 
public-arms. a.nd accoutrement11, oblig~s'me. :reluRtm.tt~1,;.to r~it'e~f~~~~ · 
some of my_predecessors have al~dy ,UJ,"ged llP.!>~ thlf.' ~"f\i.e:ct~·.: Mapy, 
of th_e~earmsare supposed to,be irr~Y!1"1iJllY,.1~7;~nd m.~~ pte~ent 
cond1hon of the state arsenal those which· remDJn are neither secure · 
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from depredation, nor can they he preserved in a condition fit for use. 
We may indeed well hope that no emergency will ever require their 
use; yet prudence and our obligations to the General Government, 
which has furnished them at great expense, render it a duty to incur 
the trifling cost of their safe-keeping. In the absense of any adequate 
provision for this purpose, I have deemed it expedient to decline re
ceiving the quota of public arms due to the State for the year 1848, 
leaving them in the better custody of the United States Government, 
subject to the order of this State when they may be required. 

One of my predecessors also reminded the Legislature of the perish
able condition of the Revolutionary papers filed in the office of the 
Secretary of State. These papers chiefly consist of the pay-rolls and 
muster-rolls of the Delaware troops while servrng in the continental 
army during the war of the Revolution. They are much torn and de
faced by frequent examination, and some are becoming illegible through 
age. Resort is still-had to them for proof of revolutionary service in 
support of pension claims, for which purpose they are treated almost 
as essential evidence by the commissioner of pensions. I recommend 
that provision be made for having them transcribed in a suitable volume, 
so as to perpetuate, before it entirely fades away, the evidence they fur
nish of the participation of our fathers in the glorious struggle for 
American freedom. It is a duty we owe to the fame of our State, and 
tot'he memory of those who perilled their lives to obtain the liberties 
~~~·' ' 

· The last General Assembly, by certain resolutions directed the Gov .. 
·-ern:ot to appoint a commissioner to act in conjunction with like com
missioners on the part of the States of Pennsylvania and Maryland, for 
the purpose of replacing the lost.bbundary stone which originally stood 
at the north-western corner of this State. Copies of the resolutions 
were immediately transmitted by me to the executive authority of 
·P~n11sylvania and Maryland, with information of my readiness on be
half of this $tate to carry them into effect. I have to inform you that 

•for want df the necessary action of the Pennsylvania Legislature the 
ot>Ject of these resolutions has . not been accomplished.. As it could be 
.accomplished only by a joint commission on the part of the States in
tt!rested, I have deemed it unnecessary to appoint a commissioner for 
Det.awar~, until apprised of the concurrence of the State of Pennsyl
vania in the proposed measure. For your further information I com~ 
niunfoafo copies of a correspondence with the late Governor of that 
Stiite. 
· In eompliance with the requests therein contained I present to you 
·a tbmronnication from the. Hon. Joseph C. Hornblower, President of 
tltl:!,New Jersey Historical Society, requesting for the use of the library 
'<it: t\iaf!!Gciety copi'es of our laws and public documents; also a com
munication to the same purpose from the State Librarian of Indiana.. 
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N-otwithstanding the- Le~islature at .its last session declined tQ .comply 
with a like reque8t on behalf of the public library of Harvard Uiuver
sity, I cannot but hope far these .applications a better reception. Our 
;public documents do not make more than three mode.rate volumes bien
nially, and are publishedin great abundance for gratuitous distribution. 
Large number,s are now stow~d away as useless lumber in the State-
house cellars. To deny a few copies to the (l'espectful .application of 
public institutions engaged in contr.ibuting to the science and literatur.e
of the country, hardly comports with the dignity of the State and the 
enlightened, liberal spirit of the age,-not to speak of the obvious ad
vantage which is lost of extending the knowledge of our laws and in
stitutions. 

I am requested to call attention to a .communication heretofore pre
sented foom M. Alexander Vattemare, soliciting the co-operation of this 
State in his system of International Exchanges. An accompanying 
printed .report on the suqject contains "a .devefo>pement of the plan, 
showing the mode in which the operations of exchange are conducted, 
its expenses, the sources upon which it relies for revenue., and the ad
vantages to be expected from its full realization.'' The g.rand .oqject of 
the scheme, as set forth by its distinguished projector as " to giv.e to the 
intellectual treasures of the civilized w.orld the same dissemination and 
equalization which commerce has already gi;ven to its material ones ; to 
place at the disposal of every nation all the sources of .intellectual cul
ture and of refinement of taste which are possessed by the most favored 
of its fellows; and to accomplish this desirable object by means which 
shall open, foster and cement relations of amity and good fellowship 
between the ·parties concerned." To the promotion of this object, cer
tainly not an unimpartant one, M. Vattemare has devoted many years 
of unth:ing exertion, sacrificing his time and fortune, without .any other 
remuneration than that which flows from the exercise of the most en
larged philanthropy. His scheme bas gained the syma>athy and co
operation of the most gifted minds of both Continents. Congcess, by a 
recent act, has adopted the system of International Exchan,ges, .and to 
facilitate .its operations has exe~pted from the payment of dutie~ all 
books alild other articles .imported under it, whether for the use of the 
Federal or State Governments. A like cordial suwort bas been yielded 
to it by many of the States of the Union, including New York, Massa
chusetts, Maine, Vermont, New .Jersey., Pennsylvania, Maryland and 
Virginia. The high appreciation .of the .system .thus manifested, the 
importance of its object, and the disinterested spirit of its author concur 
to claim for it your courteous attention. It is well worthy your con
sideration whether this State should not embrace the opportunity now 
presented of participating in advantages of such acknowledged value. 

I present for your consideration the accompanying memorial of the 
National Medical Con:~:n!ion, hel~ !t ~~il!-~elphia, in May, 1847, so-
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lioiling from the Government of this State, i.n common with those of 
.the other States, the adoption of measures for a general registration of 
.births, maociages.and deaths.: also, a written proposal by Messrs. Smith 
and Wistar, .IDIIJ.l publishers.of Philadelphia, to publish a new and com
plete map of the State, made from original and accurate surveys, and 
showing .not only the T.owns and Streams, but also all Roads, Schools, 
Churches, .Mills, &c., provi,ded the State shall become a subscriber, at 
the p!Jblication ,price, fOJ." such a number of copies as will afford a suf
ficient patrgn~ge to warrant tlrn undertaking. 

I transmit for the information of the Legislature, a copy of a report 
made to me ~y James C. Mansfield, Martin W. Bates and Daniel Corbit, 
Esquires, agreeab).y to an Act of the General Assembly appointing them 
commissioners to ,carry into effect on the part of the State, a certain 
arrangement between the " Philadelphia, Wilmington and Baltimor.e 
Railroad Co~Pa!!J".and its creditors. It appears from the Report, that 
the arrangementll'eferred to has been fully completed. 

It became my 1duty during the past year to offer on behalf of the 
State, by a proclamation under the great seal, a reward of one hundred 
dollars for the apprehension and conviction of a person, at the time 
unknown, charged with the commission of a capital crime of the most 
atrocious charactei:. From accompanying papers it will be perceived 
-that the offender, Perry Bailey, negro, was apprehended by Mr. David 
L. Moo4y : that he .has been duly tried and convicted, and is now under 
sentence of aeath. It therefore devolves upon the Legislature to make 
the necessary appropriation for payment of the reward. 

There are deposited in the State library, subject to the disposal of the 
Legislature, eighteen specimens of the finest wools of Europe, received 
from the United States. Commissioner of Patents. These wools are de
.signed to serve as standards for wool growers in the State. They were 
.carefully selected under the direction of the Patent Office from the most 
valuable fleeces in Silesia, Saxony, and other parts of Europe, and are 
comidered superior to any before brought to this country. 

By request, I lay before you, copies of resolutions passed by the Legis
. lature.s of several of the States on various subjects ; also, a communica
tion from John D. Russ, Esq., Corresponding Secretary of the New 
York Prison Association. !Olh:iting the purchase of copies of the Report 
of that Association and QDe from the State Department of Louisiana, 
recommending to the sevEll.'al States a system for collecting the minute 
statistics of the country. I also transmit a schedule of books and docu-

. ments received for the use ot fhe State since the last session and depoe
ited in the State library. · · 

.. ·· In. taking leave of you, gentlemen, I cannot forbear expressing my 
deep sense of the solemn responsibilities which you are called to assume. 
Interests of great magnitude aijd number are confided to your control, 

· .ancl m\'llt. be materially effected for good or ill by your determinations. 



I may not err in s:tying that you hold the most important functions 
creat'ed by the Constitution. However essential the judicial and execu
tive departments of government are to the political organization, their 
province is only to administer and carry into effect your enactments, so 
far as those enactments are in harmony with the paramount authority 
of the Constitution. But what shall be the character of our laws and 
their influence upon the well being of society, depends exclusively upon 
you. Coming fresh from the people, whose common welfare it is your 
:sole concern to advance, familiar with their wishes and various necessi
ties, you bring to the high duties assigned you the most important qua
lifications, as also, I doubt not, the most sincere anxiety, to discha~e 
them with fidelity and success. May the Spirit of all Wisdom preside 
over your deliberations and direct them to results which shall promote 
fhe lasting prospetity and happiness of your constituents. 

WILLIAM THARP. 
Dover, January 2, 1849 •. 

COMMUNICATION 
FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 

OF:FICE OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES, l 
WASHINGTON, - :s 

To his · E:x:cellency 
The GoverMr of the State of Delaware: 

Sm. :--I have the honor to inform you that three balances, one large, 
one medium size, one small, being those intended for the adjustment of 
standard weights and capacity measures, to be furnished to;our Stat~, 
under act of Congress, are now ready for delivery, and woul respectful
ly ask your directions as to the time and place of delivery, and as tti the 
person who may be duly authorized by you to receive thetn. '1'lie 
laI11;est balance is contained, with its appendage's, in five boxeii- ir&~t'IJ! 
feet long, and from 3i feet to 10 inches wide, and 20 to 1.0 intlies,deeip. 
It will require a space of about 6 by 8 feet to set it up properly, imd shb\lld 
be placed upon a firm foundation on a groufid floor· or partitiOi'l: ·~1It of 
brielt or other masonry. . I append a drawh1g of a small buHttrng,,, Which 
would be appropriate for the preservation. e.nd. use of t'he •standards of 
weights and measures, which have been, or are to be distribu't~ t6 iour 
State, and would respectfuHy reoommend thirt such a one· might be pro
vided for these elaborate and costly standards. Th:ey slioiild utleaift lie 
preserved in a fire proof buildtng, and placed upon a very f\rm flo<>r,..l
When you are prepared to receive the be.liince, whieh is now ready for 
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delivery to you, a person will be sent to set it up and to explain its 
construction, and use to the agent in whose charge you may place it. It 
would be desirable that a scientific gentleman, connected with some in
stitution of learning in your State, should have the charge of the stand
ards of weights and measures, and of the balances, and that they should 
olny be used unde-r his direction for the adjustment or verification of 
county or other standards. 

By an answer addressed to me at this office, you will oblige 
Your's, very respectfully, 

A. D. BACHE, 
Superintendent of Weights ,md Measure,. 

CORRESPONDENCE 
Relating to the North Western Boundary Stone. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
DovER, Feb. 16, 1847. 

Sm: :-I have the honor to transmit herewith to your Excellency, a 
copy of certain Resolutions adopted by the General Assembly of Dela
ware, relative to fixing a Boundary Stone at the place where the several 
States of Pennsylvania, Maryland and Delaware join each other. 

The Legislature of Maryland, as you are no doubt apprized, have 
adopted Resolutions to the same effect. Upon learning of the concur
rence of Pennsylvania, I shall without delay appoint a Commissioner 
on the part of this State to act in conjunction with like Commissioners. 
from Pennsylvania and Maryland, in carrying the' pro.posed measure 
into eff"ect. 

I have the honor to be, 
With great respect, 

Your obedient servant, 
(Signed,) WILLIAM THARP. 

His Excellency, . 
FB.A?'.lolS -R. SnuNx;, .. 

Gqvernor of Pennsylvani:i,. 

A true~ copy froJp .lb~ oxiginal ,qn file: in my oifice~ . · ;i.itd ·.· . ' . '.; 
. . . . . . . . D. M~ BA.t~, ·. .. . . ~·Y; 11 ~S¥). Secrdar11 o/$/f)f1. · 



EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, [ 
· DovER, June 26, 1847. f 

His Excel'lency, 
FRANCIS R .. SnuNK, 

Governor of Pennsylvania. 

Sm :-At the late session of the General Assembly of the State of De-
laware, Resolutions were adopted provi-di,ng ior a Joint Commission 011 

the part of Pennsylvania, Maryland and Delaware, for the purpose of 
fixing a .B:oundary Sti,ne at the place where those States join each other. 
By iliese· Resolutions I was directed to forward to your Excellency a,_ 
copy of them with the information that this State was prepared to carry 
them into effect. With this direction I complied immediately ; and' 
not having heard trom your Excellency on the ~ubject, I deem it proper· 
respectfully to inquire whether-the State of Pennsylvania is prepared to, 
lmite in a Commission for the proposed object. 

The Resolutions are published on the 226th page of the Pamphlet 
!.aws of this State for the present yaai;, thvee copies ot which were· 
yesterd~ transmitted to your addi::ess, by the "ecretary of State. 

I have the honor io be, 
With great respect, 

Your obedient servant, 

(Signed,) WILLIAM, THARP~ 

A true copy from the original on file in my office. 
D. M. BATES,. 

January 1, 1849.. Secretary of State~ 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT; ! 
DovER, February 16, 1847. f 

Sm :-I have the honor herewith to transmit to your Excellency a 
copy of certain Resolutions adopted by the General Assembly of this 
State relative to fixing a Boundary Stone at the place where the several 
States of Pennsylvania, Maryland and Delaware join each other. 

Upon being apprized' of the concurrence of the State of Pennsylvania, 
I shall without delay appoint a Commissio11er on the 1>art of Delaware 
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to *tin conjunction with like cq!llmissiqners on the part of Pennsyl
vania and Maryland in carryi~g tqe froposed measure into effect. 

I have the honor to be, 
W\th gre0,t respect, 

Your obedient servant, 
(Signed,) ·wILLf:AM THARP'. 

His Exc~lh:ncy, · · · · · 
THO!IU.S t;, PJUTT, 
· · Governor of M.iryland., 

I 

A true copy from the original on file in my office, 
D. M. BATES, 

January 1, l8~9.. Secretary of State, 

His Excellency, 
w ILLlAM THARP, 

SECRETARY'S OFFICE, 
~ARRISBURG, Ju)y 27, 1847. 

Governor of Delaware, 
Sni. :-In consequence of the absence of Governor Shunk for some 

wee~s, and his being confined by sic.kness to his room for the last two 
weeks, your communication of the 26th ult., 4~s remained l.\nanswered. 
I am requested by him to inform yoµ, that on the 31st oJ March 1846, 
he transmitted by Message to, th~ Senate 11,n.d House of :Representati_ves 
of this State, duplicate copies of $Und,y Resolutions adopted by th13 Gen-

. eral Assembly of Maryland relative to the removal or destruction ot the 
first Boundary Stone pf M,;tson's and Dixon'!\ line, which should stand 
at the North Eastern corner of the State of Ma.ryland, at the point where 
the States of Maryland, Pennsylvania, ,md Delaware join each other. · 
The Legislature of this State, however, adjourned without having taken 
any action on the ~ubject. The Governor hopes, however, that at the 
next Session of the Legislature, the measures proper to carry into ex13cu-
tion the views of Maryland and Delaware will be adopted. ' 

I have the honor to be, sir, 
Your obedient servan.t, 

(Signed) . J. MILLER, 
Secretary of Commonwealth. 

A true copy from the original on file in my office. 
D. M. BATES, 

Jauuy 1, li49. Secretary of Stal,z~ 
c 
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Communication fr~m Joseph C. Hornblower, President of New Jeraeg 
Histcr,ical Sodety. 

NEW JERSEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY, t 
NEWARK, May 15th, 1848. S 

SIR :-At a mePting of the New Jersey Historical ~ociety, it was 
made my duty as President of the Association to apply to the Legisla
tures of the differe~t States, through their Executives, for such action 
as might place at the disposal of the Society, to be deposited in its li
brary, snch published public documents as they might be at liberty to 
present ; and I would now respectfully introduce the subject to your 
notice, and solicit for it your attention. 

This Society is a JJUblic institution, organized under an act of incor
poration received born the Legislature of the State, and, for the length 
of time it has existed, it has made greater progress than is usually re
alized-has secured for itself a prominent position among kindred 
associations of the country-is now iµ a prosperous condition, and its 
field of usefulness is one possessing much interest for the people gener
ally throughout the Union. Measures have recently been adopted for 
the permanent establishment and increase of its library, and a desire rs 
felt to secure for it the laws and public documents of all the States, so 
far as they may be obtained. The Legislature of New Jersey has ever 
responded cordially to such applications, and the Society in consequence 
conceives that it can with g:reater confidence solicit the adoption of 
measures of reciprocity by the Legisfotures of her sister States. 

Confident that such int;,rchange of official papers must conduce to a 
closer union, and diffuse a better and more perfect kuowledge of the 
progress and resources of the different portions of the country, I would 
earnestly request your influence in furtherance of the project, so far as 
you may deem its exercise consistent ,with the interests of your State. 

Instructions will be sent to you how packages for the Society may he 
forwarded, on my being advrsed that they are. ready ; and the publfra
tions of the Society, as they appear, will be gratefully transmitted in 
return, on receiving the necessary directions. 

Very respectfully, your's-, 
JOS. Q. HONBLOWER. 

President .N. J. Hist. Soc. 
To the Governor of the State of Delaware. 

Communication from John B. Dillon, State Librarian 6f Indiana, re-
questing copies of Strtte Documents. 

INDIANAPOLIS, June 8, 1848. 
To his Excellency 

The Governor of Delaware: 
Sm. :-The undersigned, State Librarian, for the State of Indiana, is 
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:required by law to collect and preset\'e duplicate copies of the Legis
lative Meskiges of the Governors of the several States, and, also, the 
Reports oll the Heads of Departments, and of the Committees of Ways 
~nd Means of .the respective State Governments. 

You, sir, will greatly increase the interest and the value of our State 
Library, by causi11g these Documents of your State, to be forwarded, by 
tmril, ali1ckessed t<J the Governor of Indiana. 

With great i"espect, 
JOHN B. DILLON. 

SCHEDULE 

'Of Btioks and Public Documents received at the Executive Department, 

'38 
38 
38 

3 
3 

3 

3 
3 
3 
·3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
6 
~ 
2 
3 
3 
i 

since the last Biennial Session vj:the General .llssembly. 

copies Laws of the U. States, 1st 5esskm, 29th Congress, 38 vols. 
" " " 2d Session, 29th Congress, 38 " 
" " " ist Session, 30th Congress, 38 " 
" 7th Vol. Senate Doc's. 1st Session, 28th Congress, 3 " 
" Executive Documents, vols. I, 2, 3, 4, Part 1, 4, Part 

2, 2d Session, 28th Congress, 15 " 
" Senate Documents, vols. l, 2, 3, 7, 8, 9, 10, Part l) 

10, Part 2, 11, 2d Session, 28th Congress, 27 " 
Reports of Committees, " " 3 " ,, 

" Senate Journal, " " 3 " 
" House Journal, " " 3 " 
" Executive Doc's., 8 vols. l"st Session, 29th Congress, 24 " 
" Senate " 9 vols. " " 27 " 
" Reports of Committees 4" " " 12 " 
" Senate Journal, " " 3 " 
" House Journal, " " . 3 " 
" Executive Doc's., 4 vols. 2d Session, " 12 " 
" Senate " 3 " " " 9 " 
" Reports of Committees, " " 3 " 
" Senate Journal, "' •' ·3 " 
'' House Journal, " " '6 " 
" Laws of Maine, 1846, 3 " 
'" " '" 1847, 2 " 

" New Hampshire, 1847, 3 " 
" ,t June 1848, 3 " " 
" Vermont, 1847. ii " 
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3 copieil " µws of Massachusetts, 1848, 3 vols. 

1 '' 
,·, Rhode Island1 sinbe January 1, 1846, 2 " !4 ,, .~ Connecticut, 1847, 2 vols. 6 " 3 '' " " 1848, " • 6 " 

3 " " New York, 70th Sessidn, 1847;2 vdl11. 6 " 
3 " tt " 71st Session, 1848, 3 " 3 " t, New Jersey, 1847, 3 " 
3 " " " 1848, 8 " 
1 " " Pennsylvania, 1848; 1 " 
1 " '' Virginia, 184 7-8, 1 " 
1 " " North Carolina, 1847, 1 " 
1 " " South Carolina, 1846, 1 " 
2 " " " 184&; 2 " 
1 " " Georgia, 1847, 1 " 
1 " " Florida, 1846-7, 1 " 
1 " " " 1848; 1 " 
l " " Mississippi, 1848, 1 " 
1 " " Louisiana, 1845, 1 " 3 " " " 1847, 3 " 
3 " " Arkansas, 1846, 3 ' " 
2 " " Tennessee, 1848, 2 " 2 " " Kentucky, 1847-8, 2 " 
1 " " Ohio, 1846-7, 1 " 
1 " " " 1848, 1 " 
2 " " Indiana, 1847, 2 " 2 " " " 1848, 2 " 
3 " " Illinois, 184 7, 3 " 2 ~' <I Michigan, 1847, 2 " 
1 " " " 1848, l " 3 " " Missouri, 1847, 3 " 2 " " Iowa, 1847, 2 " 2 " " " 1848, 2 " 
1 " " Texas, 1846, 1 " 
2 " " " 1848, 2 "" 
1 " " Cohuela and Texas from 1824 to 1886, 2 " 
4 " " Wisconsin, 1848, 4 " 1 " School Laws of Pennsylvania, 1848. I " 
1 " Legislative Journals of New Jersey, 1847, 2 " 
1 " " South Carolina, 1847, 2 " 
1 " " Iowa, 1848, 2 " 
1 " " Kentucky, 1847-8, 2 " 
1 " Legislative Reports of " 1847-8, 1 " 
1 " " Illinois, 184 7, 1 " 
1 " Legislative Documents of Virginia, 1847, 1 " 
1 " " " 1848, l " 
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1 copies G nitC'd States Statutes at largC', 
~ '' Revised Statutes of Ne'w Jersey, 1846, 
1 " " .Michigan, 1846, 
1 " Revised Code of Mississippi, 1848, 
1 '' Thompson's Digelit of the Laws of Florida, 
1 "' Hotchkiss' Statute Law of Georgia, 
1 " Cobb's Analysis of Statutes of Georgia and Forms, 
1 " Journal of tile Convention of Wisconsin, 1846, 
1 " " " " 1847-8; 
1 " 25th vol. Maine Reports, 
1 " 13th " New Hampshire Reports, 
2 " 9th and 10th vols. Metcalfe's (Mass.) Reports, 
1 " 18th vol. Vermont Reports, 
1 " 17th and 18th vols. Connecticut Reports, 
1 " 1st, 2d and 3'd Denio's (N. Y.) Rei:orts, 
1 " {ith and 7th Hill's (N. Y.) Reports, 
2 " 3d Green's Chancery Reports, (N. J.) 
3 " 1st Spencer's (N. J.) Reports, Part 3d, 
1 " 4th Iredell's Equity Reports, (N. C.) 
1 " 6th and 7th Ired ell's (N. C.) Reports, 
1 " 2d Richardson's (S. C.) Reports, 
2" 3d" " 
2 " 2d Richa!:dson's Equity Reports, (S. C.) 
1 " 1st Strobhart's (S. C.) Reports, 
2 " 1st Strobhart's Equity Re):1orts, '(S. C.} 
'1 " 1st Florida Supreme Court RetJorts, No. 2, 
1 " 1st and 2d Kelly's {Ga.) Reports, 
1 " 9th and 10th Alabama Reports, 
1 " 7th and 10th Smede & Marshall's (Miss.) Reports, 
2 " 8th " " " 
1 " 1st and 2d English's (Ark.) Reports, 
1 " 6th and 7th Humphrey's (Tenn.) Reports, 
1 " 7th Benj. Monroe's (Ky.)Reports; 
1 " 15th and 16th Ohio Reports, 
I " 17th Blackford's (Ia.) Reports, 
1 '' 2d, 3d and 4th Gillman's (Ill.) Reports, 
1 " 1st Douglass (Mich.) Reports, 
1 " 10th Missouri Reports, 
1 " 1st Morris' (Iowa) Reports, 
1 " Gilchrist's Digest of New Hampshire Reports, 
1 " Stevens' History of Georgia, 
1 " 6th and 7th vols. of Wilkes' Narrative of the Ex-

8 vols. 
2 " 
1 " 
1 " 
1 " 
1 " 
1 " 
1 " 
1 " 
1 " 
1 " 
4 " 
1 " 
2 " 
3 " 
2 " 
2 " 
3 " 
1 " 
2 " 
1 " 
2 " 
2 " 
1 " 
2 " 
1 " 
2' " 
2 " 
2 " 
1 " 
2 " 
2 " 
1 " 
2 " 
1 " 
3 " 
1 " 
1 " 
1 " 
1 " 
1 " 

ploring Expedition, 2 " 
30 
1 
1 

" "Hickey's Constitution of the United States," 30 " 
" Army Register for 1848, 1 " 
" Me1sage of Governor of Kentucky to the Legislature of 1846 
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1 copies Messaage of Govrrnor of Ohio " 1847:..8 
1 " Special MPssage of" " " 
1 " Message and Documents of Gov. of Va. " " 

" 
1 " Messa.-e of Governor of Louisiana " 
1 " Annu;l Report of the Auditor of Kentucky 

1841-i 
1846 

1 " " " " Ohio " 
1 " " " " Michigan " 
1 " 17th Annual Report of Trustees and Vistors of Co1;1-

mon Schools to the City Council of Cincinna i 
1 " 28th Annual Report of Controllers of Public Schools 

in Philadelphia 1846 
1 " 29th Annual Report of Controllers of Public Schools 

in Philadelphia 1847 
1 " 30th Annual Report of Controllers of Public Schools 

in Philadelphia 184.S 
1 " Annual Report of Commissioners of Common Schools 

in New Hampshire ', 1848 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

" Annual Report of Regents of the University of N. Y. 1847 

" " " " " " 1848 
" " " of Penna. Ins. for Deaf and Dumb 1847 
" l 5th Annual Report of Penna. Ins. for the Blind 1848 
" 19th " " of House of Refuge, fhilada. 1846 

2 " 20th " " " " " 1848 
1 
1 
1 
l 
1 
l 
1 

" Annual Report of Eastern Asylum at Williamsburg Va. 1846 
" 3d Annual Report of Prison Association of N. York 184 7 
" 23d " " " Discipline Society 184$ 
" 18th " " of Eastern Penitentiary, Penna. 1846 
" 19th " " " " " 1848 

" " " of Western " " 1846 
" " " of Directors of Maryland Peniten-

tiary 1846 
1 " Report of Commissioners on Practice and Pleading in N. Y.s, 
1 " Memorial to Congress in behalf of the Indigent Insane, by 

Miss D. L. Dix, 
1 " .Memorial from the Kentucky Historical Society in relation. 

to a Geological Survey of Kentttcky, 
1 " "Pennsylvania System of Prison Dicipline triumphant i11 

France," 
1 " Pennsylvania Journal of Prison Discipline; vol. 1st in 4 

numbers; vol. 2d in 4 nu,mbers; and 1st and 2d Nos. 
of vol. 3d, · 

1 " New Constitution of TIIinois, 
Map of Georgia, 

" :Missouri, 
Geological Map of Massachusetts, 

Dover, January 2d, 1849. WILLIAM THARP. 
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To His Excellency, 
WrLLLU'! °TnARP, 

Governor. of Delaware, 
Sm :-The following Resolutions were adopted by the National Mtdi

cal Crnvention held at Philadelphia in the month of May last. 
H Resolved, That it is expedient for this Convention to recommend 

to, and urge upon, the various State Governments, the adoption of 
measures for procuring a Registration of the Births, Marriages, and 
Deaths, occurring in their several populations. 

"Resolved, That the paper hereto annexed be adopted as the voice of 
the Convention, be printed, signed by its Officers, and transmitted, un
der their direction, to all the State Governments of the Union." 

In compliance with the second of the above Resolutions, I have the 
honor to transmit to you the enclosed Memorial. 

Your very obedient serrant, 
ALFRED STILLE, Sec. 

Philadelphia, Dec, 21th, 1847. 

:Memorial of the .National Medical Convention held in Philadelphia, in 
May, 1847 . 

. The United States National Medical Convention, assembled in the 
City of Philadelphia in May, 1847, desirous of the promotion of the 
true and vital interests of the people of their common Country, in all 
their varied locations, circumstances and conditions, do respectfully re
commend to the Governments of the several States of the U nipn, the 
adoption of measures for a GENERAL REGISTRATION OF THE BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS, which may occur within their respective 
borders. 

No effort need here be expended in elucidation of the more ordinary 
purposes for which such a Registration should be universally adopted, 
such as proofs of lineage, rights of dower, and bequests of property.
The importance of these cannot but be perceived on the least reflection. 

But there are reasons more profound and far reaching, results more 
important to the welfare and glory of man, obtainable by this measure, 
which not only justify, but demand its early adoption, and thorough 
consummation. 

There are two facts to be noticed in this connection, which may not 
be denied:-
First, Upon the circumstances connected with the three il.Qportant eras 

of existence, birth, marriage and death, are dependent, to a very great 
extent, the physical, moral and civil condition of the human family. 



Second. A knowledge of these circumstances is necessary for a fuH 
comprehension of important mean.s for tl:i.e certain advancement of thtl 
population of Stl}tes, i,n pro.sperity and civilization. 

To the political economist and vital statist the laws which regula_te 
and control the lives and destinies. of the penple of the present, cannot 
be a subject of indifference ;-,to, the legislator an.cl statesman, ignorance 
of them is a bar to. the full appreciation o( th_eil' responsibility to' th'e 
people of the future. The philosophy of increase of population is in
\imately connected with, and dependent upo.n, the proposed measure, 
and can be propel'ly learned only from its facts and deductions. ~n 
countries longer sett\ed than ours, this science has come to be one of 
profound importance to those "".ho are called t9 legislate for the future 
as well as for the present. Fo,r Pxarnple :-The population of ~nglat\d 
has increased, as the census prove-aricl the excess of births over -deaths 
leaves beyond a dot1bt-in a geometrical progression for forty years, and 
at a rate by which, if continued, it will d,ouble every forty~n.ine years. 
Whetht>r the means of subsistence keep pace with that increase, or 
whether the density of population will, ere long, be too great for its 
area, are important questions to be decided by their own statesmen. 

An increase of population has, however, nothing in it irresistible or 
inexorable; it consists in nothing but an increase of the births over thr
deaths-and wiU be suspended if t1'e births cease to maintain the ~ame 
ratio to the population ; and the births may al ways be reduced rapidly, 
by retarding the period and the number of marriages, without taking into 
consideration the ~ncrease by immigration. Circumstanced as thjs 
country is now, with its millions of unreclaimed acres, its exha.ustless 
resources of subsistence and Wt;>alth, in its mountains and valleys, in it.~ 
mines, rivers and forests, it would be judicious to invite, even with the 
vast immigration to be expected, rather than discourage, an increase of 
l!- native population, by encouraging early marriages, provided that there
by immorality or misery in any form, will not advance with them. 

But before we can make any recommendations on this subject, or be
¥Jre we can even i_ntellig'i)ntly discuss it, we must have a knowledge of 
the facts as they are. ~y commendng a Registration now, our succes
sors will be furnished with the necessary material in time for any exi
gency that may arise. 

Conclusive evidence is furnished to us of the value of a well-digested 
system of Registration for the improvement of the people in their mor
al and physical condition, and in the length of their lives. From the 
facts obtained thereby, are deducible the rules and inferences of health, 
and the sources of disease and premature mortality-many of which 
need but be known to be avoided. Coincident with improvements in the 
health and condition of individuals, are increase of years, and advance
men\ i11 private and public mc;,rals, and in the strength and virtue of the 
State. · 
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Among the trst communities to establith a 11yllltero of Registration of 
Births, Marriages and Deaths, was Geneva, where it wa1 begun as early 
11s 1549, and has since been continued with great care. The registers 
are there viewed as pre-appointed evidencPs of civil rights, and it ap
pears that human life has wonderfully improved since they were kept. 
The mean duration of life increased more than five times from IMO to 
1833 ; with the increase of population, and more prolonged duration of 
life, happiness also increased; though with advanced prosperity, mar
riages became fewer and later, and thus the number of births was re
duced, a greater number of infants bom were preserved, and the number 
of adults--with whom lies the true greatness of the State-became 
larger. Towards the close of the 17th century, the probable duration 
of life w11s not 20 years-at the close of the 18th century it attained to 
32 years-and now it has arrived to 45 years ; while the real produc
tive power of the population has increased in a much greater propor
tion than the increase in its actual number, and, Geneva has arrived at a 
high state of civilization. 

These results, so glorious for individuals, for the community, and for 
humanity, are derived from the better knowledge and understanding of 
the scien..:e of life and health, the data for which are furnished by the 
statistics of the Registers. 

The information obtained by the Natural History,mrveys which have 
beeu made of many of the States of the Union, is directly interesting 
only to a very small number ;-while the facb and inferences deduci
ble from a sanatroy survey and registration, interest and benefit, direct
ly, the great mass of the people, for all are interested in their personal 
condition. Thus are produced in them more expanded views of the 
worth of life, and the necessity for its preservation ; a more thorough 
appreciation of the importance of purity in the principal sources of 
its continuance, air and food ; more attention to the comforts of dwell
ings and clothing, more relined sensibilities, greater energy, and a bet
ter regulated state of public and private morals. These results have 
been obtained in Geneva. 

In Prussia these measures are attended to in a mode deserving the 
highest commendation. Every fact relating to the health, lives and 
condition of the population, is there collected with great care by a cen
tral officer at Berlin, and published for the benefit of the people. The 
mOBt beniticent results have accrued from the admirably arranged statis
tical returns made for several years past in England. Of more than 
one large town. but of Liverpool especially, it was ascertained that the. 
mortality was great, and the avera11:e age at death of the population low, 
whereas before, the inhabitants had boasted of their salubrity and lon
gevity. · The registration has, to them, truly proved the means of in
crease of health and years, after removing from their eyes the acales 
which blinded them to their own destruction. 

D 



In ~any .of the EurQf>ear1 States besides: those mentioned, facts in 
connection witb this 11uqjt'Ct are registered and collated, in the most' 
scientific and systematic mannerj and, • to use the language of a dis
tinguished American statist," whatever we Americf).ns may say to the 
contraryj the average longevity, in many· places, where these measures 
ha;ve ,been in operation, appears greater than with us." Indeed we 
have no little reason to apprehend that unless something is done to ar
rest .. the progress and pressure of the causes of premature mortality in 
this country, we shall be in danger of posse-s~ing only a very young and 
imJJ'latlire p0pulation. The average age of .death~ in many of our large 
cities, as far, a:s:returns enable it:tp be shown, is .under· 20 years, a fact 
which,dan. 'only be, due to the unfavorable physical circumstances of the 
p~ple, and their ignorance of the true means of living and avoiding 
diE1e~e. : . · · ' : , · , · 
-,The:.r~isters, of the anpient Romans, which were preserved with 

gr~ahe.iite-1 ,and,·recorded .the births~ aetes; peri1)ds: of puberty, manho.od, 
age at death, etc., kept by order of Domitius UlpiaflUll; prime minister 
of'Jllel'(:al)li~r Se.v.erus, ·afford. us the ~in1s of ascertaining .the mean du
:ratio1i;pf, nfe,:in R<l>.me .nearly:·,20,00·,~ats llgo, and comparing this with 
ti~re,11nlti.<1.f: .ei«t~tes' tnade·at; th>e present day in places where similar 
records are kept, we are thus enabled to establish the. gratifying fact of 
tber,gr~ e~te11:sion·~£ ~he average. perii,d of human life in various cities 
ltll4>®\UJillttie~i, . •· ,'. .•', i ' . ' ·· I 

.;.Qf·rhe ·~tt\tll ob~i~ble by Jhe• $uggested .measure, in connection 
wi-tb:·tlw!len~ returns li.<lw I'eg11larly .made in each of. the United 
Statl!By·:RP.~:the .· least i~portant_::i~nd ,desirable ate tables exhibiting. the 
p11.W®ilituaior rrepectfl,tion Pf lif~, . • , : , 

,: ,By1illlill aim,ple av.d. elegant me\.llpd., the mean duration of life, uncer
tmn.,a11.j;t !lp!pej!i!l4,to be, and as it~1 with reference to individuals, can 
he, dellermiue,d. :with the greatest accuracy irt nations, ·and in still smaller 
communi~~e~.~ , Thiil:is important no~ merely ip. reference to. the pay
ments ,of ,life· annuities, and the bi;isi,ness of life. insurance, whose great 
value is but just beginning to be felt in this country, but it is of inestima
blaiinl;ateiit,:\\$! detellniining(tG.indrViiduals their·probahilities ot living in 
~ir dHfitr~n~icl~ses~ ~~o?pa!ions,. lPGations, ·~nd.habi.ts_.. ~' .'\.$ itmight 
b~ exped!ed: frPm th~f$1mdarity of. the, human .organization,, that all 
cla.l!Ses .o'f,j.·m® .. would,~~eris ... pq.rihua,,. )i. :9'e. ,: on .. an ave.rage, .the sa. tne 
nwnbell ,0£<, (Y"4"8Y it lie,~()rpe11 important to. ascert~n :whether-this be the c.;~, aw,lfiO beioot,, t1>·det;ern1ipe,~ w.b.~t extent. lite is shortened in 
uritv\ltabk:t4r1'.lUUl$t8ill.ces; , 'l'bJc> L~fe T.a~l~ alliWer$: this . purposej and 
i,s: ll$i ~~it~l~ in llllnat~y .. ~iril;lll 11a; th1HJttrQq1ete:r_ or. ·t~nn~me,, 
t~;:and.,o~rc:u1w-ument~.ul ·p.Q~~tol ,t~~<:hk.: Upon ,.a:pp>lylng 1t, ;to 
anr · ~ber_io£, W!!ll~sele,ct~ .oJ~lil~·the ,in~en11~: of 1 ~n.y,1ix~ttb.a~ ea'nae; 
or; coml.>mat1qn f.i ,@u11e~, oa11i bl:! .atllllysfd ;. · while ; w,thout 1tll · aid,. and 
extended observation and .. calculation,, we·.11re· liable 'td be inisled at 
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every step by vague opinions, well concocted stories, or interest.ed state:
rnents, in estimating the relative duration of life; which. can no more 
be made out by conjecture, than the relative diameters of the sun, mdon,' 
and planets of our system." Fift/4 .llnnual Report of the ~egistrar.:.~w,,.:.' 
eral in England. . . · · . . .· · · . ' . · . · • ·· ' 

If these things are so, and of their truth there cannot. remain th~ 
shadow of a douLt, it is plain that with this measure are entwirie'd' lfili 
highest earthly interests of humanity, and it belongs to th~ h:gisfatorfof 
the New World, the guardians and custodians of the inter~stk~frd gJtih 
of the American Republic, to consider well ere th1Jy longer 'pdstpoire 
the adoption of a measure so essential thereto. " A comparison M tJif 
duration of successive generations in England, France, Prussia, A'usti:ia/ 
Russia, America, and other States, would throw much light on the phy&
ical condition of their respective populations, and· suggest to, scientjfic · 
and benevolent individuals in every country, and to the governments, 
many ways of diminishing the sufferings •. and meliorating tlie health 
and condition of the people ; for the 'longer life of a natio(\ dericites 
more than it does in an individual,-a ha~pier life-a life mo.re exe~pt 
from sickness and infirmity-a life of greater energy and industry-'-'-<>f 
greater experience and wisdom. By these.· comparisons, a noble na:tion• 
al emulation might be excited, and rival nations would read of sickness . 
.djminished, de.formity banished, life saved,of victories over death·,atid 
t\le grave~with as much enthusiasm as of victories ov'er eacµ other's. 
armies in the field; and the triumph of one would not be the, huµrilia
tion of the other, for in this contentiqn none would flose territory,. or 
honor, or blood, but all would gain sfreng!h.:" . (Idem.) . . .. 

JONAT~N. KNIGHT, M. u., Corlii., President. 
ALE.XANDER H. STEVENS,. M. D.,. N. Y.} . ' . . . 
GEoGE B. Woon, M. D., Pa., · TJ:· p 'd t 
A H B M D .T . ,,,ice resi en s. • . UCHANAN' . ., enn., 
JoHN HARRISON, M. D., La., 
RrcHARD D. ARNOLD, M. D., Ga., } 
ALFRED STILLE, M. D., Pa., Secretaries. 
F. CAMPBELL STEWART, M. D., N.-Y., 

15 MINOR S'JREET, . l 
· Philadelph/ia; 12,moJl§Jd, 1848. J 

The undersigned, Map Publishers, respe'ctfully: a~ lea.ve :fo offer 'for 
the consideration· of the 'Executive and Legislature, a j:>fan for the con: 
stmction or a. new and complete Map of thie State bf J)elaware. 
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They have recently had prepared and published, at great expense, a 
Map of New Castle from original measurements and surveys tbrou!l;hout 
the County. The Map is on a large Scale, and has been found extremely 
correct and accurate in all its details. 

Possessing these materials we have been much solicited to prepare a 
Map of- the State in the same manner; hut the heavy outlay required 
for so extensive a system of surveys, and for the engraving, would not 
be war.ranted without the patronage of the State. 

We are therefore induced to apply for the necessary aid by an appro
priation, to subscribe .at the publication price of five dollai:s per copy, 
for a sufficient number of copies to supply the Executive and Judiciary 
Departments, the members of the Legislature, and the Public Schools 
each with a copy, and also to send copies to Washington and to each 
of the different States, as is usual in publications of this kind. 

Were this extent of patronage amounting to four hundred copies 
supplied, we should be able in the course of a year or eighteen months, 
to publish a complete Map of the State, entirely from original measure
ments, aided by the very accurate Coast Surveys . 

. 'Every Ro!!,d to. be laid down from actual measurement, and bearings, 
the. lo,catio.ns of the Schools, .Places of Worship, Taverns, Mills, &c., to 
be. cqn:~ct'1; marked and the boundaries of the School Districts accurately 
laid. dowO: . 

''l'he .whole to be handsomely engraved, on a scale of two miles to the 
inc~; and colored and mounted, forming a Map of four and a half feet 
lo~, h,1 three feet wide; 

· · · We subscribe ourselves, 
With great respect, 

SMITH & WIST AR. 
To WILLIAM THARP, 

· Governor of the State of Delaware. 

Report of the Commissioners under the .!Jct of Ftbruary 4th, 1847, to 
carry into effect an arrangement between the Philadelphia, Wilming
ton and BaUimore Rail, Road Company and its Creditors. 

To His Excellency, 
WILLIAM TJIA.Rl', 

Governor of the State of Delaware : 
The uudersi~ned, by an Act of the General Assembly of the State of 

Delaware, entitled "A Supplement to the Act entitled ' An Act to 
secure the money lent by this State to the Philadelphia, Wilmington 
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and Baltimore Rail Roa<l Company," (passed at Dover, Feb. 4th, 1847,) 
:appointed Commissioners for and in behalf of said State to surrender and 
.deliver up to said Company the Certificate or Certificates issued by said 
Company under their Corporate Seal for the sum of eighty thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-three dollars and eighty-three cents then held by 
said State, as evidence in part of the indebtedness of said Company to 
said State, on certain conditions in said Act sp~cified, in obedience to 
said Act hereby certify to your Excellency as follows: , 

That on entering upon the duties of their said Commission the State 
Treasurer, delivered to the undersigned a single Certificate issued b:y said 
CClmpany under its Corporate Seal, bearing date the 15th day of July, 
A. D. 1843, and certifying the indebtedness of said Company to· the 
State of Delaware, in the said sum of· eighty thousand seven hiindred 
and ninety-three dollars and eighty-three cents, payable on the first day 
of April, A. D. 1856, with interest payable half yearly, on the first days 
.of April and October, at the rate of six per centum per annum, at the 
:Office of the Company at Philadelphia, which Certificate the undersianed 
have in due form surrendered and delivered to said Company, at the 
same time receiving from the Company a new Certificate for the same 
amount, payable on the first day of July, A. D. 1860, executed in like 
manner, with interest payable half yearly on the first days of January 
and July until the principal be paid, and convertible into the Stock of 
said ~mpany atthe option of the holder. That the payment of the 
.said Certificate with other Certificates of indebtedness of the said Com
pany amounting together to the sum of two million one hundred and 
,sixty-one thousand seven hundred and seventy-six dollars five cents, is 
further secured by the Mortgage of all the works and property of the 
Company in due form executed to Charles Henry Fisher, John A. 
Brown and J. I. Cohen, Trustees for the holders of said Certificates· and 
also by another mortgage in due form granting, assigning, transfe~ring 
and mortgaging to the same Trustees, upon the same trusts, all the estate, 
right, title and interest of the said Rail Road Company, at law or in 
equity, in and to the Shares of the Capital Stock of the New Castle and 
Frenchtown Turnpike and Rail Road Company, to which said Mortgages, 
respectively recorded aR hereinafter mentioned, the undersigned for 
greater certainty and further particulars, respectfully refer. 

That before the undersigned surrendered the said Certificate they had 
satisfactory proof that a certain Mortgage executed by the said Rail Road 
Company on the 26th day of May, A. D. 1842, to secure the debt or 
sum of one hundred and eighty-two thousand five hundred pounds ster
ling had been duly satisfied and the Certificates or Bonds issued by said 
Company to the several holders of the debt secured by said last mentioned 
MC>Mgage d\lly cancelled.. Also; that all the Certificates held. by ·credi
tors other than the State of Delaware under the Mortgage of the 21st of 
May ·184"2., had been surrendered and given up. Also, that all the:float-
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ing debt of the Company had been discharged or by the holders thereof 
converted into new Stock. Also, that the Deed or Mortgag'e executed 
by. the said Company in compliance with the ntst Section· of· the Act 
entitled " An A ct to secure the money lent by this State to the Phila
delphia, Wilmington and Baltimore Rail Road Company" had been dis
charged by the surrender of all the Certificates of indebtedness· to secure 
which said Mortgage was given, and a new one taken covering the 
same property and executed for thP same object and purpose as aforp
said. And also, that both the new Mortgages executed by the Company 
as aforesaid had been duly recorded in every County through which the 
road runs in the respective States of Delaware, Maryland and Pennsyl~ 
vania. 

In the judgment of the undersigned therefore, the arrangement con
templated by the Act under which they were appointed Commissioners 
as aforesaid, has been substantially completed. 

All which is respedfully submitted to yot;r Excellency, 
(Signed,) JAMES C. MANSFIELD, 
· . . MARTIN W. BATES, 

DANIEL CORBIT, 
Commissioners of the State of Delaware, 

The forego,ing is a true copy of the original on file in my office. 
. DANIEL M. BATES, 

Secretary of State. 

NEw OnLEANs, August 20, 1848, 
SIR :-The enclosed Circular from the State Department of Louisiana, 

is cpmmended to the other States of the Union, in the hope ot eliciting 
a general co,..operation in obtaining the minute Statistics of the country. 

Will you be pleased to have the matter brought forward officially. 
Respe.ctfully, J. D. B. DE BOW. 

To Hem. Secretary State of Delaware. · 
Dil'ect to "State Department." 

STATISTICAL dOLLECTWNS OF THKSEVE¥,~ sr_~'.fES~, ·· 

It is impossible to kno'! as ajnutely as the purposes of trade and 
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legislation require, all the Statistics of the States of this Union, from the 
reports of the General Government, however perfect they may bt>, 
The home trade. can seldom app~ar in the figures of government, a·i it 
is too far removed to collect with facility all the minor details of the 
movements of States and (;itiPs, which make a part of, and influence the 
commerce of the country. Each State should in fact have .its own de
partment of Statistics, and it would be very easy from all the reports to 
make up a general summary at Washington every year. , 

In this view we take pleasure in calling attention to the initiatory 
movement made in Louisiana, for the establishment of a Bure11u of Sta
tistics, and publish, for the information of all, and in the hope of getting 
returns from some, the Circular of the Department. 

BUREAU OF STATISTICS-DEPARTMENT OF STATE, l 
New Orleans, 1st July, 1848. 5 

StR :-A Bureau of Statistics having been established, and the under
signed entrusted with its charge, he begs to invite from citizens in every 
section of the State, such information as they can impart in regard to 
its present condition and past history. · 

The appended queries will give an idea of the character of the facts 
required, and will be suggestive of others. The plan of the Bureau 
contemplates every kind of inform11tion concerning the State, and it 
will be in the power of most persons to communicate something, 
upon one or more of the heads. It is of very great importance that the 
report, contemplated to the next legislature, be complete. 

The aid of the members of the legislature, editors, public officers, 
·citizens, &c., in all the parishes, is invoked, and will be most gratefully 
acknowledged. 

Donations of old files of newspapers, records, &c., to be deposited in 
the Bureau, will be thankfully received and acknowledged. 

J. D. B; DE BOW. 

I. Time of settlement of your parish or town ; dates of oldest land 
grants; number .and condition of first settlers; whence emigrating ; 
other facts relating to settlement and history. 

n. · Indian names in your vicinity ; what tribes originally ; . what relics 
. or rnonumeritso.f them; if Indians still, in what condition 1 · . 

Ill;. J!i~gr~pky, an~cdotes,. &c:, .of i~divid~al~ ~is\irigµisli~4 J~. fp~r 
v1crn1ty m tfre pa:st for ingenuity, enterprise, literature, l\1I.e11ts, cml 
or military, &c. ·· · · · · 

"l '. ' '. ,:\\' ; ,•, 

IV .. '!'opGgiaphical llescriptidti ,of your ,paris:h,, moil~Wihs}riv~rs;· pSnas, 
· anuna:hlr qaudrwpetls, bir1ls;, fishes, repfiles; irisetlts; •&c•,tvllije'tifble 

growths;· rocks, tnin:~tals, sand dltys, thalk, flint, ili~61e, pit dial; pig-
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rnents, medicinal and poisonous substance&, elevation above toe tie~~ 
nature of surfacet fore-sts, or undergrowth, what wells and quality of 
well water, nature of coasts, does the water make inroads, mineral 
springs, caves, etc. 

V . .flgriculturnl description of parish ; former and present state of cul-· 
ti vation; changes taking place I introduction of cotton, sugar, rice,. 
tndigo, tobacco, grains, fruits, vines, &c. &c,; present products; landS' 
occupied and unoccupied, and character of soils; value of lands;· 
state of improvement; value ot agricultural products; hooe&, cattle, 
mules, hogs, and whence supplied ; profits of agriculture, prices of 
products: new estates opening; improvements suggested in cultiva
tion, and new growths; improvements in communication, roads,. 
~idges, canals, &c. ; kind and quantity of timber, foe!, &c.; state of 
the roads, summer and winter ; kinds of enclosures, irnd of what 
timber; manures; natural and artificial pastures; agricultural imple-· 
ments used ; fruit trees, vines, and orchards; modes of transportation ; 
extent of internal navigation ; levees, &c. ; modes of cultivating and 
manufacturing sugar in use. 

VI. Instances of longevity and fecundity; odservations on diseases in· 
yqur section ; locations,· healthful or otherwise; statistics of diseases; 
deaths; summer seats, &c. 

VII. Population of your parish ; increase and progress, di'stingushing· 
white and black; Spanish, French, American, or German origin;, 
foreigners ; classes of population ; number in town!!'; growth of 
towns and villages, etc.; condition, employment, ages ; comparative
value. of'free and slave labor; comparative tables of increase; mar
riages, births, &c. ; meteorological tables of temperature, weather, 
rains, &c. 

VIII. Education and Religion-Advantages of schools, colleges, li
braries enjoyed ; proportion educated at home and abroad I expense 
of education.; school .returns ; churches or chapels in parish, when 
and by whom erected; how supplied with clergy ; how suppo:r:ted 
and attended ; oldest interments ; church vaults, &c. , 

IX. Products in .Manufactures and the .flrts:._Kinds of manufactures in 
parish ; persons employed ; kind of power ; capital ; wages ; per 
<:entuIQ pro~t ; . raw i:naterial; sugar and ~otto~ machinery and im
provements ;.kind and value i manufacturmg sites, &c. 

X. CommerdalStatistics-Value of the imports and exports of Louisi
ana with each of. the other Stah•s of the Union, as far as any approxi

. matioil may Qe made, or data given; growth and conditiQll of towns;: 
increase in 'towns, &c. . . . 

XI. General Stat1:stics-Embracing banking, railroads, insurances, navi;... 
gation, inter-ci>mmunication; learned and Scientrfic societies·;· crime,.. 
pauperism, charities, public and benevolent i:nstitationa ;· militia; new~ 
paper~ ~c, ; application of paiish taxes; expenses of roads, leveeay 



&c. ; number of suits decided in different, courts ; expenses and per
fection -0f justice ; number of parish officers, lawyers/physicians, &c. 

XII. Date, extent, consequences, and other circumstance& of droughts, 
· freshets, whirlwinds, storms, lightnings, hurricanf's, or ot!i~r · Ji,\Wrk

. able physical eventif, in your sectii:m from r.emote pe,.-1o4&; ·~~ 
meteorological phenomena ; changes in climate, &c. · · : 

XIII. Literary productions emanating from· your .neighborhood; · yimr as-• 
soc~ions, if any ; what manuscripts, ~ublic o_r Jl~vate .re~~• .let
ters, Journals, &c., or rare old books, mtereshng m their relanon to 
the history of Louisiana, are possessed · by individuals 'within your 
knowledge. State any other matters of interest. 

LIST 

Of the r(!maining pape:rs, .tc., accompanying the Gwemor'a JJIMJtfg~ 

Communication from the Prison Association of N eV( York, reciuest,pg 
that a copy of the forthcoming Report of the Association be· presented 
to the Legislature. 

M. ALEXANDRE V ATTEMARE's Report on the subject · of International 
Exchanges. 

Resolutions of the Legislatures of Maine, Vermont, RhPlie i.Jand, 
Connecticut, Maryland, Georgia, Alabama, Tennessee and Ohio, .r.ela
tive to Mr. :Whitney's project of a rail-road to the ~acific. 

Resolutions of the Legislatures of Vermont, Rhode Island, Connecti
cut, Virginia, Alabama, Texas, Mississippi, Missouri and Ohio, respect
ing the Mexican War, Slavery, the Tariff, &c., &c., &c. 

Exemplification of certain mortgages from the Philadelphia, Wil
mington, and .Baltimore~ B.()f.d Coi;npany,to Chil;t~Henry Fisher 
and others, · · 

Address of the National Medical Convention, held· ,in PhiJadel},hia, 
~!~!~MQ~Jt~ ... •e ~9,Pticm, Qf.,a ,ge~~~ .~egiltfa~OJl of 

N~,~~,;Jfg~ ' 

Mr. Cooch off'ered the following Rellolution, whi~~ 
E 



On his motion 

Was read, as foJlows: 

34, 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Representatives be in
structed to have five hundred copies of the Governor's Message printed 
for the use of the House. 

On motion of .Mr. Cooch, 

The Resolution was .lldopted. 

Mr. Cawk offered; the following Resolution, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read as follows:-

Resolved, That a Committee of three members be appointed to wait 
upon His Excellency the Governor, and invite him to take a 11eat on the 
floor of the Representative Hall, at pleasure during the present session ; 
and also to wait on the Secretary -of State, and members of the Judicia
ry qf ~s -~ta~~ 'Y~~ may be present during the session, and extend to 
them a S1nulannv1tahon. ,, .. · . 

O~ motion of Mr. Caulk, 

The Resolution was .lldopted. 

Whereupon, 

·· :Messts.•Caulk, W. Tunnell and Collins, were appointed saip Commit
.. tee., . ) 

The Hous~ th.e~ adJourned until' 10 o'clock to-morrow morning. · 

,') '" 
. ·,.,, ... ....,·.._,..._.,...._.....,.._,..,.. 

I' 

, ( '·;j , ;,, ·;:,.;;; ,' ' ' .•'1 "I ,,· •: 

;_,o PWEl)NESDAY;Jandary ~,iJO'.o'clockr.A. 1\1.. 

The llouBe ,IDl!t pursua~ to ,ill:ljour~e~.,, . . . , 

. M~. Com~~~- presented a p~titio_ri rro~ .lVmiiJ.m o . .aea<1en; eterk or 
the Peace for Sussex County, praymg for an·1tct •to regulate the fee!'of 
the Clerks of the Peace of the State : which, 

On his motion, · 

W_as read, and !llfer~~.d, ~~.'1 Cpmln,ittee ofthree,. with ~eave, to report 
by Bill or otherwise. · · , ' · · · · · · ' · · · · · 
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Whereupon, 
Messrs. Comegys, Rodney, and Marshall were appointed Aid Com· 

mittee. 

··Mr. Bradford-presented a petition from·David 0. Wilson and·· others 
praying for an act to Incor~rate the " Franklin Manufacturing Com-
J*lhY" of Wilmington; which, · · · · 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to a Committee of three with leave to report 

by Bill or otherwise. . . . 

Whereupon, 
Messrs. E.G. Bradford, Carlisle, and Jones were appointed said Com. 

mittee • 

. ).Ir. Rodney prese~ted a petition from James N. Sutton and others 
~y.ing fpr an 11,ct creating an additi<>nal Jqstice of the Peace' for New 
Castle County, to reside in the town ~f St, G~orges; which, 

On his motion. 
Was read and referred to a Committee of three with leave to report 

by_l3ill or otherwise. : : 
Whereupon, 
Mems. Rodney, Collins, and Vaughan were .appointed iwd . Commit. 

tee. . 
Mr.' 1.hrshall moved that a Committee of three be appointed to draft 

Rules for the House. . . 

'l'Vhfoh1 motion Prevailed, 

Whereupon, 
Messrs. Marshall, Wilson, and Cooch were appointed said Committee. 

Mr, Taylor offered the following .Resolutioh, which, 
On his motion. 

\. Wu read as follows:-
' ltlolwd, That a Committee of five be appointed to 
Committee of ClaiID!I. on_ ijle .put_ ~f '.~h~. ~~e. , < 

Which Resolution, · . . . 

OQ motion of Mr. Taylor was ' ' ·· • ·: ..... 
Whereupori, : . , , ~ .. ! ·. r 

constitute a 

Jdopttd. 
,,·!1·[. 



Messrs •. Taylor! Nathan!el Tunnell, Bellah, Colli·ns, 1"itd Nwdain 
were appointed aaii Com1D1ttel!. , , . 

Mr. Lofland, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, presented a ltesd
lutioil of the Senate; for theqpointment of a Joint Committ~!l to ~itl~ 
witlt, the State Treuurer, ia which the CiOncurrence of the };louse was 
,asked :-Messrs. Temple and Fiddeman having been appointed on ~id 
Committee on the part of the Senate. 

And be withdr~. 

On ~otion ~f Mr. Comegys, 
The :Resolution was read as follows : 

~ :SENATE, January ~d, 1.849. 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the State of 

p. ~fPJ'jfl,jn qm. er.·'. al. .Bs.,emb··. ly m.etl ':[',hat .. ,a·,.·· Committee ... o. f. tw~ ~embers 
q~ ~~-f.l";~·C?r,th~ ~~t.t 11.h~ tP,fee fueniliers on t~.e p_an of the House 
ot Jt1e,Jtt'E!seil.taUv~, b~' app«1itrted to ttamine the accounts of the State 
Treasurer, ccJuttdhe eaiit'i oh hand;'ii.nd make a report fo tlie Gerieral 
Assembly Gn or before the 20th inst. 

Ettftad ,from, Jti'Umal, 

J. R. LOFLAND, Clerk 6f 'the ~nlite. 
For eoacwre.ce. 

";' Oh '~oh -.'f !th. Oomegy., 
The .Resolution was 
'dJ ( : ,:• ' 

.IJ tlopleJ.. 
Whereupon, 
.... ,1'fanball, Potties, and Miles, were appointed said . Co~tee 

on the part of 'the House. · ' , 
01'der-~ That tbe Senate be inf~d, thereof, ·' . ' 

The House then a<ljAur~ecl ~~ 3 .. o'l'!loc~ ~s. afteraoon. 

8 .. '~13 il,)dlo&; :,. '.It''.· 

The,J;Iousemet pumiant to acljournmeat. ·.· . . . 
The following llelolution was ofl'~ ;; Al~. 'c~ .. , ~cl . 

,.,; f 

()n hia motion, 
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. ,'llm4 a,:fillow1 :- , · 

Ruolfled, That the Clerk of the House be, anit h~ is heteby directed 
to furnish the House with two copies of each of the newsptpers of this 

~· 
On motion of l\fr. Naudain, 

The Resolution was .!ldopf,d~ 

Mr. Boclney; from the Committee to whom wa. r..eferred t~E!.pe.tjtion 
of James N. Sutton and others, reported a bill entitled "an .;'\ct allow. 
i~g an additiot.al 1 ustice of the Peace. in New Castle County," which 

(i)n his motion, 

Was read. 
Mr. Bradford presented a petition from Thomas M. Rodney praying 

for an act to locate fifty acres of·unappropriated wild marsh, 'fh~ch 

~ his motion, 

W.as rea4 and referred to a committee of three, with leave tq report 
by !Ul,dt othe'rwis'e. . · . · . 
. ~J;iereupon, . . . 
. Mem. Bradfo~ Carlisie, and Vaughan, were appointed said Com-
mittee. · 

... ;*-.. C~as J?l'e~~ted a. petition ftom c. C. Wi&iruior and'otben, pray~li ~ actto mcorporate the Hebron: Lodge, No. 14, of Sear1n1, 

-,r:.·0nhi:ml>tiii · · 
... f, .. ' .• .,,.:0, 
·, · W• reacl ;.i.JefeJled to a c.>mmittee: of ·three, with leave to repo,t 
by bill·or otidl1t'.e. . . . . . . . · 

~'.'~~h,.· ·.' ' ' .: •· .· ...... ·· 
.... Collins, Caulk and Martin, Were appoint-ed. said C~ittee. 

r1,fllleifloa!letben adjourned until 10 o'dock to-morrow • 
.. ,,·< .,,• ;, 

.,r 
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Mr. Bellah presented a petitio~ from Benjamin Chandler and others, 
praying for an alteration of the Rowl Laws, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read, and referred to a Committee of three, with leave to report 
by Bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 
Messrs; Bellah, Postles~ and• William Tunnell, were appointed said 

Committee. · · · 

Mr. Marshall from the Committee appointed to draft rules for the 
regulation of the House, reported the following Rules and Regulations, 
which, 

On hia .moJ'io~, 

Were realt and 11dbpted as follows, to wit ; 

Rrdu for the government of the House of Repreaentati,,;ea, 

1; The regular hours of meeting of the House shall be 10 o'clock A. 
M., and 3 o'clock P. M., unless otherwise ordered by the House. · 

!, Every member shall be in his place at the time to which the H'ouse 
:Stands 8.lljoumed. ' ' ' ' ' ·. ' ' ' ' ' . : 

3,. Eve!!,Y day. }?efore the ~ou~ pr~cee~ to b1,1Siness, the . Cl.erk .~all 
~all the. ~es .of tJie. members m ~lphab~tical order, and ~an read the 
Journal of the precedmg day ; which may be corrected by fhe House. 

4,, All motions or Resolutions ( except the reading of bills, Jh~ daily 
adjournment of ~he House, or any motion to refer . any subject~ 'or to 
poipone the same) shall; if requested by the• Speaker or!afty member• be 
reduced to writing by the mover, and if seconded, shaU·:be' :repeated tci 
the House by the Speaker, before a decision or a debate ther~n,; AAd a 
motion or Resolution may be withdrawn by the mover, \Vitb: the appro-
bati~· of the member wh,ueconded the;same •. : : : : ·. , , . , } .. 

5. Every Committee shall report:within;fiveday", (Sundaya.ttcepted) 
from the time of their appointment, or furnish sufficient reason why re
port has not been made. 

6. The unfinished buainellB in ·\fldch the House was engaged at the 
time of the last adjournment, shall have the preference in the order of 
the Day.' · 

l' ! ,. ( d; \ . t ·: ·: , 1 ;·' ·. L .. / f f f .J • (' ( ! ; i, 
7. Every bill shall be introduced by motion for leave, by order of the 

Ho111e, or by report of a Committee-. :' , , , · · ,, : ,,, .,.,: i . , 
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8. Every motion, either in the House or in Committee of the Whole, 
except a motion to adjourn, shall be entered on the Journal. with the 
name of the mover. 

9. One day's notice at least, shall be given of an intended mQtion for 
leave to bring in a bill. 

10. No member shall be interrupted when speaking, but by a call to 
order by the Speaker, or by a member, through the Speaker; nor shall 
any member speak to any matter or thing more than three times 
without leave from the House, except in Committee of the Whole. 

11. Every bill shall receive three several readings, no two of which 
shall be on the same day, except by special order of the House. 

12. Before any petition or memorial addressed to this House shall be 
received and read at the Clerk's table, whether the same be introduced 
by the Speaker or a member, a brief statement of its contents shall be 
verbally made by the introducer. 

13. All bills shall be amended at the second reading, and no amend
ments shall afterwardit be made·so as materially to alter or change their 
meaning or nature. 

14. No question which has been decided shall be reconsidered, but on 
a motion made and seconded by a member in the majority on the origi· 
nal question, except when there was one majority on the original ques
tion; in that case the seconder may be in the minority. 

15. No member shall be referred to by name in debate. 

16. Questions of order either before the House or in Committee of 
the Whole, shall, in the first place be determined by the Speaker or 
Chairman, from whose decision an appeal may be made to the House or 
Committee, on the request of a member ; but no debate shal.i be allowed 

. thereon until the appeal is taken. · · · 
. ' 

17. The rules of proceeding in the House, shall, as far as may be 
applicable, be observed in Committee of the Whole. . , . 

1 ;I 

18. All Committees, unless the House shall otherwise. direct, shiµl be 
appointed by the Speaker. 

. , '. .J , ,;\ ,- ' !I 

19. The names of the members shall be arranged_ l;>y :t~~.J~lj~~' in 
alphabetical order, which order shall be preserved. ·. · · · . · · ' 

, · .. • I, I 1 . , r 
20. The Speaker or Chairman shall put every question, ana· if neces

sary for a fair decision, may of his own accord, or at the' request of a 
mei,nber, ~equire those in the affirmative to rise, and reverst(itb~ ques
tion~ 



21. Any question shall be taken by the ayes and nays, jf requested 
by the Speaker or a member. 

22. All messages from the House to the Senate shall be conveyed by 
the Clerk or a member, as the Speaker may direct. 

23. Messages to the House shall not be admitted while the House is 
voting on a question. 

24<. No member shall absent himself from the House during the Ses
.'iion, without leave thereof. 

Mr. Caulk, from the Committee appointed to wait upon his Excel
lency, the Governor, the Secretary ofState, and the Judiciary, inviting 
them to seats qpon the floor of. the House, reported that the Committee 
had discharged the duty assigned them. 

Mr •. Comegys presented a petition from Mary Ann Caldwe11, praying 
to be divorced from her husband Andrew CaldweJl, which, . 

On bis motioll, 

Was read and.Niferred to a Committee .of three, with leave to report 
by Bill or otherwi$E!, 

Whereupon, 

iMercs· 'cpm~s, Wilson, and Nathaniel Tunnell were appointed 
aaid~ttee. . 

· Mr. Rodney moved, 

That a Cqmmit~ee on elections be appointed, to' conaiat of rv<e mem
bers. 

Which motion · Pm#JU& 

Whereupon, 

. lair~tririit:.~1, Bradford, 9<>1lins, Jones and Marlin, were. a,ppointec.i 

Mr, Miles moved 

~!!1~;1at.1 c-~ei,q~.~pr~ij~\ ~~- ~r~~~~ tQ· ~~st; ,of, four 
·m~-rs. 

Which motion . . • Preva(~fl,. 
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Whereupon, 

Messrs. Miles, Caulk, Carlisle and William Tunnell were appointed 
aid Committee. 

Mr. Rodney presented a petition from John Matthews praying to be 
admitted to a seat as a member of the House of Representatives from 
Sussex County, in the place of Samuel D. Vaughan; which, 

On his motion, 

Was read and referred to the Committee on Elections. 

Mr. Rodney also- presented a petition from William S. Hall of Sussex 
County, claiming a seat in the House of Representatives, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read and referred to the Committee on Elections. 

Mr. Bradford then offered the following Resolution, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read .and adopted as.follows, to wit: 

Resolved, That the Committee on elections be and are hereby author~ 
ized to employ a Clerk to aid them in the performance of the duties 
devolving upon them. 

The HoUBe then adjourned until 3 o'clock this afternoon. 

Same Day, 3 o'clock, P. M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Cooch moved, 

Nt a. committee on unfinished business be appointed, to consist of 
three members. 

Which motion Prevailed. 

Whereupon, 

~s. Cooch, Naudain, and Jones, were appointed said Committee. 

. . Jk .. ~ey. then mov:ed, 

'Diil 1William S. Hall be allowed to withdraw his petition from before 
the House, with a view to its amendment. 

F 
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Which motion, Prevailed. 
Mr. Caulk moved, 

That a committee on accounts be appointed, to consist of three mem
bers. 

Which motion Prevailed. 

Whereupon, 
Messrs. Caulk, Collins and Vaughan were appointed said Committee. 

Mr. Marshall offered the following Resolution, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read and adopted as follows, to wit : 

Resolved, That the portion of the Governor's Message relating to the 
safe keeping of our public arms and accoutrements, be referred to a 
Committee of three with leave to report by bill, or otherwise • . 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Marshall, Postles, and Naudain were appointed said Commit
tee. 

Mr. Bradford offered the following Resolution, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read as follows : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Elections be authorized to send for 
persons and papers in reference to the contested election from the coun
ty of Sussex of John Matthews and Samuel D. Vaughan, and also in 
reference to the claim made by William S. Hall to the vacant seat from 
the County oLSussex. 

Mr. Bradford moved, 

That the Resolution be adopted, 

Which motion 

Mr. Collins offered the following Resolution, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read as follows:-

Prevailed. 

Resolved, That the State Librarian 1urnish to each member of this 
House, a copy of the Digest, eighth and ninth volumes of the Laws of 
this State, and the Acts of Assembly since the publication of the ninth 
volumE'. 



Mr. Collins moved, 

. That the Resolution be adopted, 

Which motion 

On motion of Mr. Rodney, 
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Prevailed. 

The bill entitled " An Act allowing an additional Justice of the 
Peace in New Castle County" was read a second time. 

Mr. Comegys presented a petition from Warner M. Cowgill praying 
for permission to locate a quantity of vacant salt marsh, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read, and referred to a committee of three with leave to report 
by bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Comegys, Bellah, and Martin, were appointed said Commit
tee. 

Mr. Rodney presented a petition from William S. Hall of Sussex' 
County, claiming a seat in the House of Representatives, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read, and refered to the Committee on Elections. 

Mr. Collins, Chairman of the Committee to whom was referred the 
petition of C. C. Windsor and others, praving for An Act to incorpor
ate Hebron Lodge, No. 14, of Seaford, Delaware, reported a Bill en
titled "An Act to incorporate Hebron Lodge, No. 14, of the Indepen
dent Order of Odd Fellows, at Seaford, Delaware;" which, 

On his motion, 

Was read. 

Mr. Comegys presented a petition from Francis Register praying for 
an act authorizin"' him to locate certain \"acant lands in St. Jones' neck; 
which, 0 

On his motion, 

Was read, and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report 

by bill or otherwise • 

. Whereupon, 

:re-rs_ Comegys, Cax1k and Marshall were appointed said Committee. 

Mr, Bradford, Ci,..irman of the Committee to whom was referre.l H·~ 



petition of David C. Wilson and .others, praying for an act to incQl'por
.ate the Franklin. Manufacturing Company, reported a Bill entitled "An 
act to incorporate the Franklill Manufacturing Company " ; which, 

On his motion, 

Was read. 
The Hause thenadjgurned until lQ o'clock to-morrow morning. 

FRIDAY, January 5th, 10 o'clock, A. M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Comegys presented a petition from James L. Heverin praying 
for an act authorizing him to locate certain vacant salt marsh in St. 
Jones' Neck, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read, and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report 
by Bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Comegys, Miles, and Nathaniel Tunnell were appointed said 
Committee. 

Mr. Miles gave notice, that on Monday next he would ask leave to 
introduce a bill entitled " An act to amend the Act extending the juris· 
diction of Justices of th.El Peace to one hundred dollars." 

Mr. Caulk gave notice that on Monday next he would ask leave to 
introduce a bill entitled " A further additional supplement to 'An act to 
extend the time for recording of Deeds.' " 

On motion of Mr. Rodney, 

The bill entitled "An act allowing 8.1\ additional Justice of the Peace 
in New Castle County, was read a third \ime by paragraphs, 

And the question being on the final ~e of the bill, the yeas and 
nays were called for, · 

Which being taken were, as follows : ' 

Yeas.-Messrs. Bradford, Bellah, Carlisle, Caulk, Collins, Comegys, 
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.Jones, Marshall, Martin, Miles, Naudain, Postles, Rodney, Taylor, Nath. 
Tunnell, William Tunnell, Vaughan, Wilson, and Mr. Speaker-19. 

Nays.-0. 

So the bill Passed the House. 
Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Taylor offered the following Resolution, which, 

On his motion. 

was read as follows:-

- Resolved, That the Rev. Edward G. Asay be invited to act as Chap
lain to the House of Representatives during the present session. 

Mr. Bradford moved, 

That the Resolution be adopted, 

Which motion Prevailed. 

Mr. Comeeys, Chairman of the Committee to whom was referred the 
petition of Warner M. Cowgill praying for an act authorizing him to 
locate certain vacant marsh lands, reported a bill entitled " An act to 
enable Warner M. Cowgill to locate certain vacant salt marsh, situate in 
Kent County and to complete his title to the same ;" which, 

On motion of Mr. Comegys, 

Was read. 

Mr. Comegys, Chairman of the Committee to whom was referred the 
petition of Francis Register to locate certain vacant land in St. Jones' 
N eek, reported a bill entitled, "An act to enable Francis Register to locate 
certain vacant land situate in Dover Hundred in Kent County, and to 
,complete his title to the same ;" which, 

On his motion of Mr. Comegys, 

Was read. 

•ii: 

The House then adjourned until Monday next at 3 o'clock, P. M. 

MONDAY, January Sth, 3 o'clock, P. M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

·. Mr. 1-aferd presented a petition from Benjamin Holt praying for an 
aet'eltllt?lliDg the conveyance of certain real estate, which, 
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On his motion, 
Was read and referred to a committee of three with leave to report 

by Bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Bradford; Postles, and Jones were appointed said Committee. 

Mr. Miles moved 

That so much of the Governor's Message as relateq to the guardian
ship of the Insane, be referred to a Committee of three with leave to 
report by bill or otherwise ; 

Which motion Prevailed. 
Whereupon, 
Messrs. Miles, Cooch, and Nathaniel Tunnell were appointed said 

Committee. 

Mr. Wilson offered the following Resolution, which 

On his motion 

Was read, as follows : 

Resolved, That the portion of the Governor's Message relating to the 
Correspondence of Messrs. Smith and Wistar, Map Publishers of Phila
delphia, be referred to a committee of three, with leave to report by 

· bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Wilson then moved that the Resolution be adopted, 

Which motion Prevailed. 

Whereupon, 
Messrs. Wilson, Caulk, and William Tunnell, were appointed said 

Committee. 

Mr. Caulk asked, and 

On motion of Mr. Miles, 

Obtained leave to introduce a bill entitled " A further additional sup
plement to an act entitled 'An act to extend the time for recording of 
Deeds." 

On motion of Mr Caulk, 
The bill was read. 

' Mr. Wilson presented a petition from the Kent County Mutual In
surance Company, praying for a new charter, which, 
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On his motion, 
Was read and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report 

by Bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 
Messrs. Wilson, Marshall, and Bellah were appointed said Committee. 

The House then adjourned until 10 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

TUESDAY, Jan. 9th, 10 o'clock, .11. M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
frayer was offered by the Rev. Mr. A11ay, Chaplain to the House. 

Mr. Comegys, Chairman of the Committee to whom was referred the 
petition of William O. Redden, asked, and 

On motion of M~. Carlisle, 
Obtained further time in which to report. 

M~Comegys from the Committee to whom was referred the petition 
of James L. Heverin, reported a bill entitled," An act to enable James 
L. Heverin to locate certain vacant salt marsh situate in Dover Hun
dred in Kent County, and to complete his title to the same;" which, 

On his motion, 
Was read. 
Mr. Caulk asked, and 

On motion of Mr. Rodney, 

Obtained leave to introduce a bill entitled " An act to compel certain 
teatimony in cases of contested elections," which, 

On motion of Mr. Caulk, 
.1.,,W..read. 

On motion of Mr. Comegys, 
The bill entitled " An act to enable Warner M. Cowgill to locate 

.~ vacant salt marsh situate in Kent County, and to complete his 
title ~ .the aame, 

."Was read. a aecond time. 
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On motion of Mr. Caulk, 

The bill entitled "An act to compel certain testimony in cases of 
contested elections," 

Was read a second time by special order of the_ House. 

On motion of Mr. Collins, 

The bill entitled "An act to incorporate Hebron Lodge, No • .J.4 of: 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows at Seaford, Delaware, ,. 

Was read a second time. 

Mr. Lofland, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, informed the House· 
that the Senate had passed, and requested the concurrence of the House,-. 
in a bill entitled "An act proposing an amendment to the Constitution 
of this State." 

And he withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. Comegys, 

The bill was read. 

Mr. Bradford presented a petition from David C. Swain for an act 
authorizing him to sell certain real estate, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read, and referred to a committee of three, with leave to teport 
by Bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Bradford, Taylor, and Vaughan, were appointed said Com
mittee. 

Mr. Miles presented a petition from William Elmer for an act author
izing him to sell certain real estate, which, 

On his motion, 

W'llS read and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report 
by Bill, or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Miles, Postles and Martin, were appointed said Olmmittee. 

Mr. Bradford presented a petition from Nicholas Barlow, for an act 
vesting in him the title to certain teal estate, which, . 

On his motion, 

Was read and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report 
by bill or otherwise. 
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Whetetipcii1; 
Messrs, Bradford Wilson and Jones, were appointed said Committee. 

Mr. Bellah, from the Committee to whom was referred the petition 
4)r Benjamin Chandler ahd others, asked, and 

On motion ot Mr. Carlisle, 

Obtained further time in which to report. 

Mr. Wilson, Chairman of the Committee to whom was referred the 
petition of the Kent County Mutual Insurance Company, reported a bill 
entitled " An act to incorporate the Kent County Mutual Insurance 
Omipany, which; 

On his motion, 

Was read. 

Mr. Taylor presented a petition from John D. Eubanks for an act 
authorizing him to locate certain vacant lands, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report 
1zy Bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Taylor, Naudain, and Marshall were appointed said Commit· 
tee. 

On motion of Mr. Caulk, 

The bill entitled "An act to compel certain testimony in cases of 
contested elections," was read by special order of the House, a third 
time by paragraphs, and the question being on the final passage of the 
bill, the yeas and nays, were ordered, and taken as follows : 

YtaS.-Messrs. Bellah, Carlisle, Caulk, Collins, Cooch, Jones, Martin, 
Miles, Naudain, Postles, Rodney, Taylor, William Tunnell, Wilson, 
.11111 Mr. Speaker.-15. 

!,l Nays.-Messrs. Marshall, Nathaniel Tunnell and Vaughan.-3. 
;>':•,. 

_a.the bill Passed the House. 
Orierr.d to the Senate for concurrence. 

1\1)louae then adjourned until 3 o'clock this afternoon. 

G 
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Same Day, 3 o'cll!lck, P. Jr!. 

The House met pursuant. to adjournment. 

JV:. Marshall presented a petition from John W. Walker and WiJ:.
J'fat I M. Hickman, for a law authorizing them to build a wharf from thtr 
afi' ,re oppooite the Town of Lewes, into the Delaware Bay, which, 

On his-motion, 

Was read and referred to a committee of three, with· leave to report 
by bill or otherwise~ . 

Whereupon, 

Messrs, Mai,shall, Col1ins and Caulk were a:p-pointed' said Committee .. 

Mr. Miles presented a petition from the Directors of the Bank of 
Delaware for the renewal of their cliarter, which, 

• On his motion,. 

Was read and referred to a committee of th1ee with leave to report 
)y bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, : 
MeSMs, Braford, Comegys aad Marshall were appointed' said Commit-

fu~ ' 

. . Mr. Marshall, from the Committee to whom was refel'ed that portion, 
ef the Governor's Message relative to the safe keeping of the publie 
atms and accoutrements, asked, and 

On motion of Mr. Comegys, 

Obtained furtheir time in wliich to report. 

Mr; Miles then offered the the following Resolutions, which, 

On his motion, 

Were. read as· follows :-

Resolved, That a committee of five members be appointed' to enquire· 
info the expediency of a law authoriz·ing a special election to be h.eld 
in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution for the purpose of 
as\:,ertaining the sense of the people of this State in relation to calling 
a Convention to· alter the Constitution. 

. Re$olved, That th? said Committee :ire insti:u~~ed, if in their opinion . 
1t be deemed· e;xpedient, to·report a bill providing for tne holdu1g of 
1uch election. 

On motion of Mr. Miles, 



'The Resolutions were 

Whereupon, 

.!J.dopted... 

Messrs. Miles, Cooch, Carlisle, Wilson, and Jones were appointed 
raid Committee. 

On motion,of Mr. Wilson, 

T4e bill entitled " An act to incorporate .the Kent County Mutual 
Insurance Company" was, by special order of the House, read aseco~d 
time. 

iI!i, p~rsuance of notice, Mr. Miles asked, and 

On motion of Mr. Caulk, 

Obtained leave to introduce a bill, entitled "An act to amend the 
Act entitled An act extending the jurisdiction of Justices of the Pea<!e 
to one hundred dollars," which, 

On motion of Mr. Miles, 

W~read. 

Mt, Comegys .chairman of the Committee, to whom was referred the 
petition of Mary Ann Caldwell, reported a bill entitled '" An act to 
(livorce Mary Ann Caldwell and Andrew Caldwell from the bonds of 
matrimony," which, 

. ·on bis motion, 

Was read. 

Mr. Lofland, Clerk of the Senate being admitted, informed the House 
thQ! \he Se1:1-ate ha~ concurred in the bill entitled " An act to compel 
.certain testimony m cases of contested elections." 

A~, that the Senate had concurred in the bill entitled "An act 
allowing an additional Justice of the Peace in New Castle County." 

'And he withdrew. 

lft.e House then adjourned until 10 o'clock to-morrow morning. 
,: ~ 

WEDNESDAY, January 10th, 1849. 

1'11fl!bae \tnet pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer waa otrered by the Rev. Mr, Asay, Chaplain to the House. 
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On motion of Mr. Cooch, 

The bill entitled "An act proposing an amendment to the Constituw 
tion of this State," was read a second time. 

Mr. Cooch offered the following amendment, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read as follows :-

Amend by striking out all after the word '' .l\ct" on the seventh line 
of thi! Second Section, reading as follows :-" in the Delaware Journal, 
and in the Delaware Gazette, two new~papers published in the City of 
Wilmington in ;" and insert the words, " in two or more newspapers 
of." 

Mr. Cooch moved, 
That the amendment be adopted, 

Which motion, 

On motion of Mr. Comegys, 

Prevaifol. 

The bill entitled "An act to divorce Mary Ann Caldwell and An
drew Caldwell from the bonds of matrimony," was read a second time 

On motion of Mr. Comegys, 

The bill entitled "An act to enable James L. Hevt>rin to locate cer~ 
tain vacant salt marsh situate in Dover Hundred, in Kent County, and 
to complete his title to the same," was read a second time. 

Mr. Comegys moved, 

To amend the bill by striking out the word "Taylors" in the eighth 
line of the first Section, and inserting in lieu thereof, the word " Cat
tail" 

Which motion, Prevailed. 

Mr. Cooch, chairman of the Committee on unfinished business, asked, 
and · 

On motion of Mr. Comegys, 

Obtained further time in which to report. 

On motion of Mr. Collins, 

The bill entitled "An act to mcorporate Hebron Lodge, No. 14 of 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows,"at Seaford,Delaware, was read 
a third time by paragraphs, and the question being on the final passage 
of the bill, the yeas and nays were ordered, which being taken were as 
follows: 
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Yeas.-Messrs. Bellah, Carlisle, Caulk, Collins, Comi'gys, Cooch, 
Jones, Marshall, Martin, Miles, Naudain, Postles, Taylor, Nathaniel 
Tunnell, William Tunnell, Vaughan, Wilson, and Mr. Speaker-18 • 

.Nays.-0. 
So the bill Passed the House. 
Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Miles from the Committee of Enrollment reported the following 
bills as correctly enrolled, viz :-

~' An act to compel certain testimony in cases of contested elections." 
'' An act allowing an additional Justice of the Peace in New Castle 

Couoty." 

Mr. Marshall presented a petition from William Robertson praying 
for a divorce from his wife, Isabella Robertson, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report 
by bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Marshall, Carlisle and Miles, were appointed said Committee. 

'l'be House then adjourned until 3 o'clock this afternoon. 

Same Day, 3 o'clock, P • .M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Comegys from the Committee to whom was referred the petitiou 
of the Directors of the Bank of Delaware, reported a bill entitled " A 
further additional supplement to the Act entitled An act to incorporate 
a Bank in the Borough of Wilmington in this State ;" which, 

On his motion, 

Was read. 

On motion of Mr. Caulk, 

The bill entitled " A further additional Supplement to an act entitled 
An act to extend the time for recording of Deeds," \Vas read a third 
time by pa1-agraphs, and Pass,d the House. 



Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Marshall, Chairman of the Committee to whom was referred the 
petition of Messrs. Walker and Hickman, reported a bill entitled "An 
act to authorise the building a wharf at Lewestown; which, 

On his motion, 

Was read. 

Mr. Miles, Chairman of the Committee to whom was referred the 
petition of William Elmer, reported a bill entitled "An act authorizing 
William Elmer, Guardian of William Elmer, Jr., Margaret K. Elmer, 
Macomb K. Elmer, and Henry W. Elmer, minors, to sell and convey 
the interest of said minors in certain real estate in New Castle County."· 

On motion of Mr. Miles, 

The bill was read. 

Mr. Taylor presented a petition from Daniel C. Godwin, praying for 
an act authorising him to erect a bridge over a certain canai on 
Murderkill Creek ; which, 

On his motion, 

J Was read, and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report 
by Bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Taylor, Bellah, and Nathaniel Tunnell were appointed said 
Committee. 

On motion of Mr. Miles, 

The bill entitled "An Act extending the jurisdiction of Justices of 
the Peace to one hundred dollars," was read a second time. 

Mr. Lofland, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, informed the House 
that ·the Senate had passed,and requested the concurrence of the House, 
in a bill entitled " An act to regulate the time and manner of. adminis~ 
tering certain oaths." · 

And he withdrew. 

On motion of Mr Comegys, 

The bill was read. 

On motion of Mr. Comegys, , . . . . 

The bill entitlecl "An act to enable Wai:ne~,- M. Cewgill,to locate· 
certain vacant salt marsh, situate in Kent County ancUo. COJllplete his 
title to the same," was read a third time by paragraphs, and 

Passed the House. 
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Ordered to the Senate for concurrence • 

. The House then adjourned until 10 o'clock to-morrow . morning .. 

THURSDAY, January 11th, 10 o'clock, .fl • .M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, 

Mr. Rodney, Chairman of the Committee on elections, reported that 
'Ute returns from the different Counties were correct, and the certificate, 
of the same were in proper form and duly certified, by which it appear-
ed, that .. 

MeSl!rs. Edward G. Bradford, Benjamin Caulk, ~i G. Cooch,: Ed
,va.td T. Bellah, James L. Miles, Thomas M. Rodney and Elias S. Na~
dain of New Castle County, and 

Messrs. Daniel Cummins, Edward W. Wilson, Joseph P. Comegys, 
Paris T. Carlisle, Henry Taylor, James Postles, and John A. Collins of 
Kent County, and 

Messrs. Samuel D. Vaughan, William Tunnell, John Marshall, Philip 
C. Jones, Nathaniel Tunnell, and Dr. John Martin of Sussex Colinty, 

Were· chosen: to represent the said Counties respectively in the House 
of Representatives of the State of Delaware, and that Thomas Robin
son of A, and Willia~. Hall received an equal number of votes, each, 
as Representative from Sussex County. 

Mr. Collins presented a petition from C. S. Layton and others foian· 
act to inQrease the number of Trustees of the GeergetoWll Acadtimy, 
'which, , · 

On bis motion, . 

. was. iea«i, and referred to a committee of' three/with teal'e tb ·rii!port 
\y ,Bill or. otherwise.. · ·, , ' , · 

'\Wli~te~po~, . . . . . . ' . . . . . . 
Messrs. Collins,, Caulk;.and. Vaughan were·appointed Rid Committee.-

On motion of Mr~ ~megys, 



'the bill entitled "An act to divorce Mary Ann Caldwefl, an& An:. 
drew Caldwell from the bonds of matrimony, was read a third time by-
paragtaphs, and Passed the House. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Bradford, Chairman of the CommiUee to whom Was referred tfre 
petition of Benjamin Holt, reported a bili entitled O An act for the re .. 
lief of Benjamin Holt ;" which, 

On his motion, 

Was read. 

Mr. Bradford presented a pet1tion from Isaac l)oughten for a:n ac£ 
authorizing him to sell certain real tlstate, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report 
by bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Bradford, Postles, and Marshall,, Were appointed said Com,. 
hlittee. · 

Mr. Wilson offered the iollowing Resolution, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read as follows:-

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed fer enquire into 
the expediency of rt>porting a bill proposing to amend the Constitutiorr, 
abolishing Lotteries, ai.d preventing in future the sale of Lottery tickets 
in this State. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, 

The Resolution was .lldopter!. 
Whereupon, 

Messrs. Wilson, Cooch, and William Tunnell were appt,inted' said 
Committea 

Mr. Miles, Chairman of the Committee to whom was referred the 
Resolutions of the House, upon the subject of a special election for & 

Convention to alter the Constitution of the State, reported a bill en• , 
titled "An act providing for holding a special:election to ascertain the 
sense of the people of the State of Delaware in relation to calling a 
Convention to alter the Constitution of the said State." 

On motion of Mr. Miles, 
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Thi!' bill was read. 

Mr. Lofland, Clerk of the Senate; being admitted, presented sundry 
~nrolled bills which had received the signature of the· Speaker of tha 
Senate. 

And he withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. Carlisle, 

The bill entitled " An act to regulate the time and manner cif ad
ministering certain oaths/' was read a second time. 

Mr. Marshall, Chairman of the Committee to whom was referred the 
petition of William Roburtson, reported a bill entitled " An act to di" 
vorce William Roburtson and his wife Isabella Roburtson 'from the bonds 
of matrimony ;" which, 

On his motion, 

Wutead. 

On motion of Mr. Marshall, 

The bill_ entitll!'d " An act to authorize the building a wharf at Lew
t!s town," was read a second time. 

The House then adjourned until 3 o'clock this afternoon. 

Same Day, 3 o'clock, P • .711. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Comegys, 

The bill entitled "A further additional supplement to the A~ entitled 
·An.act to incorporate a Bank i~ the Borough of Wilmington .in this 
State," was read a second time. · 

Mr. Caulk moved, 

.. J.'b,~t.Qie further consideration of the bill be postponed, and that it be 
made the special order of the day on Tuesday next. · 

Which motion Prevailed. 
H 



On molion of Mr. Miles, 
The bill entiUed " An act authorizing Wiilliam• Ebner, guudian of 

William Elmer jr., Margaret K. Eliner, Macomb K..Elmer and Henry 
W. Elmer minors, to sell and convey the interest of !aid minors in cer
tain real estate in New Castle County," was read a sec0nd tim_t",, 

On motion of Mr. Comegys, 

The,bil~ ,entitled" An act to enable Jamt"s L. Heverin to J0cate cer
tain vacant salt marsq ~\t1,1ate in Dover Hundred, in Kent Count, and to 
complete his title to the' same," was' read a third time by paragraphs; 
and , Passed the House. 

I ,. . 11 .. ' ' • 
Order_ed fo .the Se'nater 

On motion of Mr. Miles, 

The bill entitled " An act to amend the Act exteppip~ the Jurisdic
tion of Justices of the Peace to one hundred dollars," was read' a third 
time by paragraphs; and Passed the House. 

Ordered to the Senate. 

Mr: Marshall gave notice, that he would ask leave to-mor?o:W, toin· 
troduce a bill t"ntitled " An act to prevent encroachme~tll jn the Bay 
and river D~laware, within the limits of t~e State." , 

The House then adjourned until 10 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

FRIDAY, .January 12th, 10 o'clock, A. M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

Mr. Bradford presented a petition from the Rev. Oorry Chambers and 
others, praying for an act changing the name of the " American Li\e
rary, Scientific and Military Institute," to that of the "Delaware Uni
versity ," which, 

On his motion, 

Was read, and referr~il to a committee of three, with leaveJo report 
by bill or otherwise. , · 

Whereupon, 
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Messrs. Bradford, Taylor and Nathaniel Tunnell were appointed said 
Committee. 

Mr. Bradford also presented a. claim from Messrs. Jonhson and Chan-
dler for public print1ng, which~ ' , .. , 

On his motion, 

Was referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. Miles presented a petition from Charles Canby and others, pray
:ing for the abolition of Slavery in this State, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read, and referred to a committee of five with leave to report 
by bill or otherwise. 

,vhereupon, 

Messrs. Miles, Cooch, Carlisle, Collins and Martin, were appointed 
said Committee. 

Mr. Miles then moved, 

That .fhe Committee have until the 25th instamt in which to report. 

Which motion Prevailed. 

Mr. Wilson presented a petition from Heriry W. Mcilvaine and 
others for authority to open a certain road, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read and referred to a commi.ttee of three, with leave to report 
by bill, or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Wilson, Caulk and Marshall, were appointed sai'd Committee. 

Mr. Collins offered the following Resolution, which, 

On his motion, 

,was read arid adopted as follows, to wit: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House give notice in writing to Isa
bella Roburtson of the application of William Roburtson for a divorce, 
and that such notice be directed to the nearest Post-Office to her place 
of residence. 

Mr. Miles, from.the Committee to whom .was referred t4at portion of 
the Gov~rnor's message relative to the Guardtanshlp of the Insane, 
¥ted,a1td · · · 
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On motion of Mr. Carlis!(', 

Obtained further time in which to report. 

Mr. Wilson, from the committee to whom was referred that ·portion 
of the Governor's message relating to the publication of a map of the 
State, asked, and 

On motion of Mr. Comegys, 

Obtained further time in which to report. 
On motion of Mr. Marshall, 

The bill entitled " An act to authorize the building a wharf at 
Lewestdwn," was taken up for consideration. 

Mr. Marshall offered the following amendment, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read and adopted as follows, to wit:-

"SECTION 4.-.llnd be it enacted, That it shall not be lawful for any 
other person to erect a wharf within sixty yards of the wharf hereby 
authorized to be made." 

The bill was then read a third time by paragraphs, when, 

On motion of Mr. Marshall, 

The title was amended by inserting the words " from the '.Bay 11hor~ 
opposite;" with which amendment, the bill Passed the House. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence •. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, 

The bill entitled " An act to incorporate the Kent County Mutual 
Insurance Company" was read a third time by paragraphs, and the 
question being on the final passage of the bill, the yeas and nays were 
ordered ; which being taken were as follows :- · , . 

Yea.s.-Messrs. Bradford, Bellah, Carlisle, Caulk, Collins, Comegy~ 
Cooch, Jones, Marshall, Martin, Miles, Postles, Taylor, Nathaniel 
Tunnell, William Tunnell, Vaughan~ Wilson, and Mr. Speaker-18. 

Jvays.-0. 
So the bill Paased the House. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Miles, 

The bill entitled "An act~ authorizing William Elmer, Guardain 9f 
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William Elmer jr., Margaret K. ElmPr, Macomb IL Elmer, and Henry 
iV. Elme.r, minors, to sell and convey the interest of said minors in 
certain real estate in New Castle County," was read a third time Ly par-
agraphs, and PaS11ed the House. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Bradford, 

The bill entitled "An act for the relief of Benjamin Holt," was read 
a ,iecond .time. · 

The House then adjourned until 3 o'clock this afternoon. 

Same Day, 3 o'clock, P. )~!.. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Cooch from the Committee on unfinished business, presented the 
following report, which, 

On bis motion, 

Was read as follows:-

The Committee on unfinished business beg leave to report that they 
find as unfinished business, on the files of the House, a resolution di
recting the Secretary of State to distribute copies of the Geological and 
Mineralogical Survey of this State :-the Committee recommend [that 
the r~solution be indefinitely postponed. 

On motion of Mr. Cooch, 

The Report was .lid opted. 

Mr. Cooch presented a memorial from Samuel Bailey, praying the 
!Rgislature to impose certain restrictions upon the Bank of Delaware, 
which, . 

On his motion, 

Was read. 

).\Ir, Marshall asked, and 

On motion of Mr. Vaughan, 
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Obtained leave to introdsee a bill, entitled "An act to prevent en
,croachments in the River Delaware within the limits of this State." 

On motion of Mr. Marshall, 

The hilJ. was read. 

On motion of Mr. Carlisle, 

The bill entitled " An act proposing an amendment to the Constitu
tion of this State," was read a third time by paragraphs, and ,he ques
tion being on the final passage of the bill, the yeas and nays were or
dered, which being taken were as follows:-

Yea$.-Messrs. Bradford, Bellah, Carlisle, Caulk, Collins, Comegys, 
Cooch, Jones, Marshall, Martin, Miles, Postles, Rodney, Taylor, Nath, 
Tunnell, William Tunnell, Vaughan, Wilson, and Mr. Speaker.-19, 

Nays.--0. 

So the bill Passed the House. 
Ordered to the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Miles, 

The bill entitled " An act providing for holding a special election to 
ascertain the sense of the people of the State of Delaware in relation 
to calling a Convention to alter the Constitution of the said State," was 
read a second time. · 

O.n motion of Mr. Bradford, 

The bill entitled "An act for the relief of Benjamin Holt," was by 
~pecia\ order, read a third time by paragraphs and . . . . .. 

Passed the House. 

Ordered t0 the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. CoUins, Chairman of the Committee to whom was referred the 
petition o.f C. S. Layton and others, reported a bill entitled "A supple
ment to the Act entitled ' An act to incorporate the Trustees of the 
Georgetown Academy in Georgetown, Sussex County.'" 

On motion of Mr. Collins, 

The bill was read. 

Mr. Bradford, Chairman of the Committee to whom was referred the 
petition of David C. Swain, reported a bill entitled "An act atithotizing 
David C. Swain, Guardian of Robert B. Swain, a min.;ir, to sell ami'con
vey the interest of the said zninor in certain real.estate in New Castle 
County." 



On motion of Mr. Bradford, 

The bill was read. 
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Mr. Lofland, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, informed the House
that the Senate had passed, and requested the concurrence of the House, 
in a bill entitled "An act granting five acres of land to the Dona. 
Steamboat Company." 

. Also, that the Senate had passed and requested the concurrence .or 
the House in a bill entiled "An act providing for the holding of a 
special election, for the purpose of ascertaining whether a majority of 
the voters of this State desire a Convention, to amend the Constitut.ion 
of the State." 

Also, that the Senate had concurred in the passage of the bill entitled 
".An aet to incorporate Hebron Lodge, No. 14, of the Independent Or-
der-of Odd Fellows, at Seaford, Delaware." · · , 1 

And he withdrew. 

On motion of Mr Comegys, 

The bills presented for concurrence were read. . 

··The House then adjourned until 10 o'clock to-morrow morni~. 

SATURDAY, January 13tk, 10 o'clock,.11.. M. 

ne Ho~ met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. . . . . 

Mr. Comegys otrered the the following Resolution, 'which,· 

On his motion, 

Was read and adopted as follows:-

Resolved, That the use of the Hall of the House of Represe~(~liv-ew 
for the evening of the 30th inst., be granted to the Order of Odd. Fel· 
lows of Dover, for the purpose of a celebration~ 

Mr. Taylor, from the Committee to whom was referred the petition 
of Sohn D. Eubanks, asked, and. · 



Ori motion of Mr. Carlisle, 

Ootained further time in which to reporf. 

On motion of Mr. Carlisle, 

The bill entitled "An act to incorporate the FranAlin Manufacturing 
Company," was read a second time. . . 

Mr. Carlisle moved, 

To a~~nd the bill by inserting in the blank, the words "sec~nci Ttiea-
dajr _ in January:" · 

·. Which inotion, · Prew.iled. . · 

Mr. Wilson, Chairman of the Committee to whom ,vas referred lhe 
j,etiiion of Henry W, Mcllvailie and others, reported a bill entitled 
" ~ supplei;nent to the Act. for. making. a causeway, and erecting a 
bridge over St. Jones' Creek at a place called Barker's Landing," which, 

On bis motion, 

Was read • 

. On motion of Mr.· Carlisle, 

The bill entitled." An act to regulate the time and manner of: admin
istering certain oaths,'" was read a third time by paragraphs, and 

PMsed the Ht1U8e. 

Ordered to be returned to the Senate. 

Mr. Wilson, from the Committee to whom was referred the petition 
of' Nicholas Barlow, asked, and '' 

On motion of Mr. Ciirlisle,. 

Obtained further time in which to report. 

Mr, Bellah presented a petition from John IDliot and others,' for· a re
newal of the Supplements .to the Act incorporating the .Cherry· :Wand 
Marsh Coml'@Y ; . which, · 

On his motion, 

Was read, and referred to a committee of three, witb leave to report 
by :Bill or otherwise. · ' ' · · · 

. Whereupon, , , . : : , , . 

Messrs. Bellah, Postle~ and Marsh~il, were -appointed ~d! C~~t
tee, 

The House then adjourned until 3 o'clock on Mon'day. aftei:poon~,. · 
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MONDAY, January 15tk, 3 o'clock, P • .M, 

The House met pursuant to acljournment, 

.l>~yer by the Chaplain. 

Mr. Comegys presented a petition froni C, H, Heverin and 0. L, 
lteverin for an act authorizing them to locate certain vacant land which, 

On his motion, 

Wu read and referred to a committee of three with leave to report 
by bill or otherwise, 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Comegys, Miles and William Tunnell were appointed said 
Committee. 

Mr. Comegys also presented a communication from Francis Register 
ln relation to his petition, which, 

On motion of Mr. Comegys, 

Was read. 

Mr. Comegys then moved, 

That Francis Register be permitted to withdraw his petition, 

Which motion, Prevailed. 
t>n motion of Mr. Comegys, . 

The bill entitled " An act to enaLl(l Francis Register to locate cer· 
\a.in vacant land situated in Dover ltundred in Kent County and to 
complete his title to the same," was taken up for consideration and 
read. 

Mr. Comegys moved, 

't.'bat the Bill be indeti.nitely postponed. 

Which motion Prevailed. 
Mr. Lofland, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, informed the House 

that the Senate had concurred in the passage of the bill entitled "An act 
»enable James L, Heverin to locate certain vacant salt marsh situate 
'it))over Hundred, in Kent County, and to complete his title to the 
ame." 

• ......,, that the Senate had concurred in the passage of the bill entitled 
1 • A tirther ad~tio.nal .supplement to an act entitled ' An act to extend 

IJM : ... tor recording of deeds.' ,, 
.'tff. ', ' ' 

Alie, that the Senate had concurred in the passage of the bill entitled 
. I . 
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" An act to amend the Act entitled ' An act extending the jurisdiction 
of Justices of the Peace to one hundred dollars.'" 

Also, that the Senate had concurred in the passage of the Bill enti
tled " An act to divorce Mary Ann Caldwell and Andrew Caldwell 
frotn the bonds of matrimony." 

Also, that the Senate had concurred in the passage of the Bill entitled 
" An act proposing an amendment to the Constitution of this State." 

Also,, that the, Senate had passed and requested the concurrence of 
the House in a bin entiled "An act to authorize John G. Black to em
ploy his slaves in the State of Mai.-yland and in the State of Delaware.'" 

And he withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. Comegys, 

The bills presented for concurrence were read. 

Mr. Miles, Chairman of the Committee of enrollment, reported the
bill entitled " An act to incorporate Hebron Lodge No. 14, of the In
dependent Order of Odd Fellows, at Seaford, Delaware," a8 bt>ing cor-
Jl'ctly enrolled. · 

The House then adjourned until 10 o'clock to-morrow moming. 

TUESDAY, Jan. 16tli, 10 o'clock, o11. Jr!. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

Mr. Marshall presented a petition from Isabella .Roburtson, praying: 
to be divorced from her husband William Roburtson, which, 

Oh his motion, 

Was read and laid upon the table. 

Mr. Bellah, from the Committee to whorn was referred the petition 
of Benjamin Chandler and others, asked, and 

On motion of Mr. Miles, 

01:ifairled further time in which to. report. 

Mr. Taylor pr~sented a petition from J.P. 1.ofland.and qther11, pray
ing that the application of John D. Eubanks for certain marsh lands, 
be dismii;~ed : ,vhich> · 
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On his motion, 

Was r~ and referred to the Committee on Eubilllkii }¥!~iti~n. 
Mr. Mil!ls presented a petition from Thomes C. Pl1U11ly Q' ;Qlb~l'J. 

praying for a repeal of the Act whicll require• that all ·UIN~lijil ~ 
the limits of the city of Wilmington, be first recommended for. li~lll'8 
by the City Council, before obtaining the same ; which, · 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to a committee of three, :with leave~.r.qort 

by bill or otherwise. 
Whereupon, 
Messrs. Miles, Carlisle, and Nathaniel Tunnell .were iippointed ~ 

Committee. · 
On motion of Mr. Marshall, 

The bill entitled " An aot to divorce· William .Roburtson and his ;wife 
Isabella Roburtson from the bonds of matrimony," was read a s~cond . . 
time. . 

Mr. Rodney presented a petition from T. Challenger and othe'r:s, for 
a law requiring County Treasurers to deposit the public funds,.in th, 
Farmers' Bank, which, ' 

On bis motion, 

Was read and referred to a committee of three, with leave fo report 
by bill or otherwise. · 

Whereupon) 

Messrs. Rodney, Taylor, and Vaughan were appointed said Commit:
tee. 

Mr. Bradford presented a peHtion from John H. Price, Administrator 
of Edmund Canny, dec'd., praying for an act authorizing him to con· 
vey a certain tract of land ; which, · 

On his motion, 

Was read, and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report 
by bill or otherwise, 

Whereupon, 

Me•a· Brailford, Cotllegys 1n1d Marshall were appoiilted · ~, :~Rm-
mittee. · · ... , , . 

~r. · ~11~, (tom !he ~Qt?J~ittee. -to wbom.i~as referr.ed t~,-pe~iµoa.of 
John tll1ot and others, reported a bill entitled ''Au act to.J:'eVlVlij.re,,enact 
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and re-establish an act passed on the 31st day of January, A. D. 1825, 
entitled ' A supplement to the Act entitled an act to incorporate the 
Cherry Island Marsh Company,' and also on act passed on the 18th day 
of January A. D. 1843, entitled ' A supplement to an act entitled an 
act to incorporate the Cherry Island Marsh Company,' and to confirlll 
the acts and proceeding of the sa4d Company under, and by virtue 
thereof." · · 

On motion of Mr. Bellah, 

The bill was read. 

The bill entitled " A further additional supplement to the Act en.,, 
titled ' An act to incorporate a bank in the borough of Wilmington, in 
this State," being the special order of the day, was taken up for conaid.,. 
eration ; when, 

On motion of Mr. Cooch, 

The further consideration of the Bill was postponed until Thursday 
next, 

Mr. Bradford, from the Committee to whom was referred the petition 
of the Rev. Corry Chambers and others, reported it inexpedient to grant 
the prayer of the Petitioner ; which report, 

On motion of Mr. Miles, 

Was .lldopted. 

· Mr. Miles, from the Committee of enrollment, reported the following 
bills as being correctly enrolled; to wit:-

" An act to amend the Act entitled 'An act extending the jurisdiction 
of Justices of the Peace to one hundred dollars.'" · 

. Also" An act to enable James L. Heverin to locate certain vacant 
salt marsh situate in Dover Hunclled in Kent County, and to complete 
his title to the same." 

Mr. Bradford, from the Committee to whom was referred the petition 
Qf I~c l)oughten, asked, and 

On motion of Mr. Miles, 

Obtained further time in which to report. 

Mr. Caulk, from the Committee of enrollment reported the following 
bills as correctly enrolled, to wit :-

" An act to divorce Mary Ann Caldwell and Andrew Caldwell froii, 
tlle bonds of matrimony.'~ .· . 
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" A further additional supplement to an act entitled An act to extend 
$he time time for recording of Deeqs," 

The House then adjourned until 3 o'clock this afternoim. · 

Same Day, 3 o'clock P • .711, 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Comegys from the Committee to whom was referred the petition 
of €harles H. and Outten L. Heverin, reported a bill entitled "An act 
to enable Charles H. Heverin and Outten L. Heverin to locate certain 
vacant lands in Dover Hundred in Kent County, and to complete tlnlir 
title to the same ;" which, 

On motion of Mr. Comegys, 

Was read. 

Mr. Collins offered the following Resolution, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read as fol!O\Ys :-

flesolved, by the House of Representatives of the State of Delaware, 
by and with the concurrence of the Senate, That --- ~, be 
aud he is hereby appointed Auditor of Accounts. 

Mr. Collins also offered the following Resolution, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read as follows :-

Resolved, by the House of Representatives of tlie State of Delaware, 
by and with the concurrence of the Sena_te, That --- ---, be 
and he is hereby appointed State Treasurir. 

Mr. Collins then moved, 

That the foregoing Resolutions lie upon. the table until Thursday 
next, which motion Prevailed. 

Mr. Comegys presented a petition from John Denny and others rray
ing for the formation ofan additional School District in Kent County, 
which, · 

On his motion, 

. Was r~d and referr.ed to a committee of three, with leave to report 
)y 1»11, or otherwist>. · · · 
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Where1J.p.Qn, 

Messrs. ComE1gys, Postles and William Tunnell were appointed said 
Committee. · . 

Mr. Wilson presented a petition from James Battle for a divorce from 
his wife Mary Jane Battle, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read and referred to a committee of three with leave to report 
by Bill or otherwise. 

WhEU"eupon, 

l\fe~r,. Wilson, Bellah and Vaughan, were appointed said qoromittee. 

On motion of Mr. Bradford, 

The bill entitled " An act to incorporate the Franklin Manufacturing 
C@mpany," was read a third time by paragraphs, and the question being 
on the final passag~ of the bill, the yeas and nays were ordered, which 
being taken were as follows :-

Yea, .-Messrs. Bradford, Bellah, Caulk, Collins, Comegys, Cooch, 
Jones, Marshall, Martin, Miles, Postles, Rodney, Taylor, N. Tunnell, 
W. TGnneU, Vaughan, Wilson and Mr. Speaker :-18. 

Naya.-0. 
So the bill Passed the House. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Taylor presi>nted a remonstrance from James H. Boone and 
others against the construction of a bridge over the canal on Murderkill 
Creek, which, 

On bis motion, 

Was read and re£erred to the Committee on that subject. 

On motion of Mr. Marshall, 

The pill .entitled " An act to prevent encroachments in the river 
Delaware within the limits of this State," was read a second time. 

M~. Marshall offered the following amendment, which, , 

On hia motion, 
Was read, as follows : 

Amend the bill by striking out all after the enacting.clause, wld in
~erti~g ~he followil!g in luiu therept, viz :- . 

''That if any pemn or persons whomsoever,. llh&Jl~ :fi,om QJlcl :after the 
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pusage of this act, clllt into the tideway of the Bay or Ri\terD~lawatt, 
within the limits of this State, any ballast, cindel'S', aahee, or tny heavy 
article whatever, from any ship, steamboat, or other vessel,,~r·f1'ean any 
wharf, he or they so offending, for every such offence shaU forfoit '-Jld 
pay a tine of one hundred dollars, to be recovered with costs.before iiny 
Jwrtice of the Peace of this State by any person who will me· for· the 
same, one moiety thereof to be paid to the State Treasurer for the ue of 
the State, and the other to the person or persons who sue for the eame. 
Provided that nothing in this Act contained, shall apply to ani such 
ballast, cinders or heavy article cast into such tideway at any point be
low the upper end of Bombay Hook Island unless thA same lihailtie.'so 
cast within three miles of the Delaware Breakwater, or one half mile 
·of the mouth of any navigable stream between that work and the up~r 
end of said Island." · · · · 

· Mr. Marshall then moved 

That the amendment be adopted. 

Which motion Prmriled. 

Mr. Bradford gave notice that he would to•morrow ask leave to in
troduce a bill entitled " A supplement to the act entitled an act con
cerning defects in legal proceedings." 

The House then adjourned ·until 10 o'clock to-monow morning. 

WEDNESDAY, January 17th, 10 o'clock, .fl. .M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

Mr. Rodney presented a petition from Joseph Cleaver a:rid oth~ts; 
praying for an act charteriug a bank at Delaware City, which, 

On his motion> 

W'¥ read, and referred to a committee of three, with leave to. report 
by bill or otherwise. 

l\th~reripon, . 

Mes.vs. Rodney, Comegys and Marshall were appoint~d. saicf Co~t· t•. . . ··. ,· ,,: ., 
Mr. Miles, froin tlie Colninittee to whom.was i:eferr~d.'tb~:·~~~·~t 
T~~ C. Plumly and others, re}?Orted · a bill erltit_l~ ir'.A'.~t!J ,ad
d1tional supplement to the Act entitled_ an act regutatipt hii.:.hdllfers, 
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and empowering the Justices to settle the iatea of liquor,'t which, 

On motion of Mr. Miles, 

w-.read; 
Mr. Caulk ptesE'.nted a :petitidl'l ftotn 1ohn i), Dtlwottb and others, Cot 

an act to incorporate the "Far~rs; Mutual .Fire Insutance Compan.Y ,, 
of Nttw CaaUe County ; whicht · ' 

On bis motion, 

Wa, read lind refel'l'ed to a tommittM· of three '\\'ith leave to tf'port· 
by ,bill at Qtherwi•, · · · . · 

wrieriili,c,n, , . . . ' . ' . . . . 

Messn, Caulk, Wilson, and N. Tunnell were appointed said Commit .. 
tee. 

Mr~. Rodney, ftom the Committee to whom was referred the petition 
of 'r.'~ger and others, reported the following resolution, which, 

·On tit.~ion, 

·w~"'1"'1 ils follows: 

Ruolt1td,, ~'II the Senate and House of Rf1)retentatives of the Sta.le of 
D~ ii General .llssembly met ; 'fhat all moneys belonging to the 
several Counties of the State, hereafler received by the respective 
Treasurers of the same, shall he deposited in the Farmers' Bank of the 
State of Delaware, or either of the branches thereof, by the said Coun.i 
ty Trealtll'en or their agents, to the credit of the Counties r~spectively 
to which the aame ·may belong, and that the· same shall remain and con .. 
tinue in tile said Bank, or its branches, until drawn therefrom by cheeks 
of the aid County Treasurers respectively, given in payment of appro
priations made by law, or in the transfer of the Aid·R1ooey1 from one 
Co'1:'t1Tl'~er to. hist'uccessor in office, · ; , , ., . .· 

Mr. Colnegys moved, 

That the Reaolution be laid upon the table for further eoasideation. 

Which motion,; . , · . Prr:uailed. 

Mr. Bradford, in pursuance of notice previously given, asked, and 

O~ motion of Mr. Comegys, 

'Ob~~ed leave to i~roduee a biil entitled ".A .suppleme~t t~ t&, 
Act ~titled ~ An act coac~~Dl:,l}e{,~ta. i&lJ~. . m~e,,cJin&St~ ~ -~' .' 

' Oil moijon· of )ir. B.-adford, · · · ' · · ·· · · ' 
The bill WU read. . . 
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On motion of Mr. Comegys, 

The bin entitled " An act to enable Charles H, Heverin, and Outten 
L. Heverin to locate certain vacant land in Dover Hundred, in Kent 
County, and to complete their title to the same," was read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Bradford, 

The bill entitled "An act authorizing David C. Swain, Guardian of 
Robert B. Swain, a minor, to sell and convey the interest of the said 
minor in certain real estate in New Castle County," was read a atlond 
time. 

On motion of Mr. Marshall, 

The bill entitled "An act to divorce William Roburtson, and his 
wife Isabella Roburtson, from the bonds of matrimony," was read a 
third time by paragraphs, and the question being on the final passage of 
the bill, the yeas and nays were ordered, which being taken were as 
follows: 

Yeas.-Messrs. Collins, Cooch, Jones, Marshall, Martin, Rodney, 
Taylor, N. Tunnell, W. ·Tunnell, Vaughan, Wilson, and Mr, Speaker 
-12. 

Nays.-Messrs. Bradford,Bellah, Caulk, Comegys, Miles and Fostles. 
-6. 

So the bill Passed the House. 
Ordered to the Senate. 

Mr. Martin presented a petition from .Edward Wooten and others, 
praying for an act authorizing the vacating of certain streets in the 

- :Borough of Georgetown, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read and referred to a comnuttee of three with leave to report 
by bill or otherwise. · . · · 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Martin, Collins and Bellah were appointed said Committee. 

The House then adjourned until 3 o'clock this afternoon, 

&me Day, 3 o'clock, P. .M, 
The House met pursuant to adjournment, and adjourned again until 10 
o'clock to-morrow morning, · · 

J . 
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THURSDAY, January 18th, 10 o'clock, .11. • .M, 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

On motion of Mr. Marshall, 
'l'he bill entitled "An act to prevent encroachments in the River 

Dell.ware within the limits . of this State," was read a third time by 
paragraphs and Passed the House. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Caulk presented a petition from John B. Belville and others, 
praying for a law equalizing taxes, which, . 

On his motion, 

Was read, and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report 
by bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Caulk, Comegys, and N. Tunnell were appointed said Com
mittee. 

Mr. Comegys presented a remonstrance from Matthew Rench and 
others, against increasing the number of Trustees of the Georgetown 
Academy ; which, 

On his motion> 

Was read. 

Mr. Comegys presented a petition from sundry citizens of George
town, for vacating a certain alley in that Borough, which, 

On his motion, , 

Was read and referred to the Committee upon E. Wooten's petition. 

On motion of Mr. Collins, 

The Resolution for electing an Auditor of Accounts, was taken UF 
for consideration. · 

Mr .. Collins moved, 

That the House ,now proceed to ballot for an Auditor of Accounts, 
Which motion . · . Prevailed. 

Whereupon Hiram W. l\l'Colley having received 12 votes, and Thos. 
W. Records 6 votes, 

On motion of Mr. Collins, 
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The blank in the Resollition was filled by the name of Hiram W. 
M'Colley, and the Resolution .11.dopted. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Cooch, 
The Resolution for electing a State Treasurer was then taken up for 

consideration, and the House proceeded to ballot for the same,iri which bal
lat Jacob Farr.is received 12 votes, and Samuel Barr 6 votes; whereupon, 

On motion of Mr. Cooch, · I 

The Jtame of Jacob Farris was inserted in the blank, and the Resolu-
tion .11.dopted. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. . . 
Mr. Collins presented a petition from Mfrgaret Anderson, praying a 

div~rce from her. husband Jenifer S. Anderson, which, . 

On his motion, 
W.as read and referred to a committee of three with leave to report 

by bill or otherwise. 
Whereupon, 
Messrs. Collins, Miles, and Vaughan were appo'inted said Committee. 
Mr. Comegys presented a petition from Nathaniel Connaway pray-

ing that certain money paid by the petitioner upon a patent for lands, 
he refunded ; which, 

On motion of Mr. Comegys, 
Was read .and r.eferred to the Co~mittee of Claims, 
Mr. Wilson from the Committee to whom was referred the Resolu

tion relative to the prohibition of lotteries in this State, asked, and 
'On motion of Mr. Comegys, 

Obtained further time in which to report. 

The House then adjourned until 3 o'clock this afternoon. 

Same Day, 3 o'clock, P, .M. 

'The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
J&. Rodney from the Committee to whom was rt>ferred the petition 
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of Joseph Cleaver and others, for the chartering of a Bank at Delaware 
City, reported a bill entitled" An act to inco~porate a Bank_ in Dela
ware City under the name of the Delaware City Bank i" which, 

On motion of Mr. Rodney, 
Was read. 

Mr. C~megys presented a petition from Andrew Green and John C. 
Reed, ror a supplement to the act incorporating the Merediths' Branch 
Company, which,. 

On his. motion, 

Was read, and referred to a committee of three with leave to report 
by bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Comegys, Bellah and Marshall were appointed said Commit
tee. 

Mr. Lofland, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, informed the 
House that the Senate had concurred in the passage of the bill entitled 
"An act to incorporate the Kent County Mutual Insurance Company." 

Also, that the Senate had concurred' in the passage of the bill entitled 
"An act authorizing William Elmer, Guardian of William Elmer, jr., 
Margaret K. Elmer, Macomb K. Elmer, and Henry W. Elmer, minors, 
to sell and convey the interest of the said minors in certain real estate 
in New Castle Ooonty." 

Also, that the Senate had concurred in the passage of the bill entitled 
" An act to authorize the building a wharf from the Bay shore opposite 
Lewestown." 

Also, that the Senate had concurred in the passage of the bill entitled 
"An act to incorporate the Franklin Manufacturing Company." 

Also, tlaat the Senate had passed and requested the concurrence of 
the House in a bill entitled " A supplement to the Act incorporating 
the Smyrna, Leipsic, and Philadelphia Steamboat Company." 

A:J.so, that the Senate had passed and requested the concurrence of the 
House i.n a bill entitled" An act giving Justices of the Peace in this 
State jurisdiction in all cases of replevin wherein the value of the prop
erty claiIXled does not exceed fifty dollars." 

Also, that the Senate had passed and requested the concurrence of 
the House ·in a bill ·entitled " An act to authorize and empower Rachael 
Cannon, Administratrix of Charles B •. Cannon, deceased, · formerly of 
North West Fork Hundred, Sussex County, and State of Delaware, to 
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make and execute a deed of conveyance to William Cannon, of a cer
tain pieee of land therein mentioned." 

Also, that the Senate had. instructed him to return sundry enrolled 
alls which had received the signature of the Speaker of the Senate. 

And he withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. Cooch, 

The bill entitled'' A further additional supplement to the Act enti
tled' An act to incorporate a Bank in the Borough of Wilmington in 
this State," was taken up for consideration. 

Mr. Cooch then offered the following amendment, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read as follows:-

Amend the bill by adding the following at the close of the first sec-
tion, to wit :- .~ . · 

"Upon this express condition nevertheless ; that the President, Direc
tors, and Company of the said Bank, shall, as a consideration for the 
passage of this act, pay to the State Treasurer for the use of the State, 
within - from the first day of February next, four•thousand dol
lars, and also that they shall pay to the same officer for the same use, 
.semi-annually hereafter on the first day of July and January, a tax of 
one fourth of one per centurn per annum, upon all and every portion 
<,if the surplus or contingent fund of the said Bank, exceeding twenty
five per cent of the capital of said Bank of one hundred and ten thou
sand dollars :-the gross amount of such surplus to'1e ascertained by 
the certificate of the Cashier of said Bank to be annually made to the 
said State Treasurer during the month of DecemLer in every year 
during the continuance of the charter of the said Bank; which certifi
cate shall be accompanied by the oath or affirmation of. the said cashier 
made before a Notary Public £hat the same is correct and true." 

Mr. Cooch moved, 

That the amendment be adopted. 

Whereupon, 

Mr. Bradford moved, 

~ _To amend the amendment by striking out the words " shall as a con
sideration for the passage of this Act, pay to the .State Treasurer for the 
, us.e of the State, within -.-- from the first cfay of February next, 
lour thousand dollars, and also that they"- . 

And also, by striking out the words "the same officer for the .same 
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use " and inserting in lieu thereof the words " the State Treasurer for 
the use of the State." · 

On w_hich motion, the yeas and nays being <?rdered, were as follows :· 

Yeas.-Messrs. Bradford, Bellah, Marshall, Rodney, N. Tunnell and 
Vaughan-6. -

Nays.-Messrs. Caulk, Collins, Comegys, Cooch, Jones, Martin,. 
Postles, Taylor, W. Tunnell, Wilson and Mr. Speaker-II. 

So the motion was Lost~ 
Mr. Comegys moved, 

To amend, by striking out the words " four thousand,> where they 
occur,,and inserting the words "two thousand five hundted" in liew 
thereof. 

On which motion, the yeas and nays being ordered, were as follows :: 

Yeas.-Measrs. Bradford, Bellah, Collins, Comegys, Jones, .Marshall, 
Martin, Rodney, Taylor, N. Tunnell, W. '.C.unnell, Vaughan and Mr~ 
Speaker-13. 

Nays.-Messrs. Caulk, Cooch, Postles, and Wilson-4. 

So the ame11dment was . .11.dopted. 

Mr. Comegys moved, 

To amend further, by striking out the words "within - from 
the first day of February next," and inserting in lieu thereof the words 
"on or before the first day of July next." 

Which motiodt Prevailed. 
On motjon of Mr. Comegys, · 

The amendment as amended was then . .11.doptea. 

Mr, Bradford then offered the following amendment, which, 

On bis motion, 

Was read as follows:-

Amend the bill by inserting at the close of the first section the fol· 
lowing proviso, viz :- · · 

"Provided that the President and Directors of the said Bank, shall on . 
or before the first day of the said month of July next, certify to the 
Governor of this Stalt under the seal of the corporation, that this sup
p~ement has been submitted to a meeting of the Stockholders of the 
laid Bank, regularly convened for the purpose, and been accepted and 
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approved by the said Stockholders ; but if such acceptance shall not be 
so certified, this act shall be void." 

On motion of Mr. Bradford, 

The amendment was .!ldopted. 

Mr. Bradford then moved, 

Further to amend the bill, by adding the following, as section second, 
viz:-

. " And be it further enacted that the said corporation shall not take 
more than at the rate of one per centum for every sixty days upon its 
loans and discounts." 

Which motion Prevailed. 

The House then adjourned until 10 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

FRIDAY, 10 o'clock, .!1 • .M., January 19th, 1849. 

'The H?use met pursuant to adjournment. 
Pfayer by the Chaplain. 

Mr. Caulk presented a petition from Daniel Corbit and others, pray
"ing for an act reducing the number of Directors in the Cantwell's Bridge 
Steam Navigation Company, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read and ref~rred to a committee of three with leave to report 
by bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Caulk, Postles, and W. Tunnell were appointed said Commit· 
tee. 

Mr. Martin, from the Committee 'to whom was referred the petition 
,.of E. Wooten and others, reported a bill 'entitled" An act to vacate 
part of a street and part bf certain lanes in the village of Georgetown, 
in Sussex County;" which, · 

On' motion of Mr. Martin, 

·was read. 

On motion of Mr. Comegys, 
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The bill from the Senate for concurrence, entitled "A mpple
:tilent to the Act incorporating the Smyrna; Leipsic, and Philadelphia 
Steam Boat Company,S' was read. 

On motion of Mr. Bradford, 

The bill entitled " A further additional supplement to the Act enti
tled 'An act to incorporate a Bank in the Borough of Wilmington in 
this State,' " was read a third time by paragraphs, and the question 
being on the final passage of the bill,· the yeas and nays were ordered ; 
which being ta.ken were as follows : 

Yeas.-Messrs. Bradford, Bellah, Caulk, Collins, Comegys, Cooch, 
Jones, Marshall, Martin, Postles, Rodney, Taylor, N. Tunnell, W. Tun
nell, Vaughan, Wilson, and Mr. Speaker-17 • 

.N'ays.-0. 

So the bill Passed the House. 

· Ordered to the the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Taylor, from the Committee to whom was referred the petition 
of John D. Eubanks, reported it inexpedient to grant the prayer. of the 
Petitioner~ which report was concurred in by the House, 

· Mr, Comegys presented a remonstrance from Sally N. Dickinson, 
agaidllt the opening of a certain road in Kent County, ~hie?, 

On his motion; 

.Was read~ 

On motion of Mr. Collins, 

The bill from the Senate for concurrence, entitled" An ~act giving 
Justices of the .Peace in. this State jurisdiction in all cases of replevin 
wherein the value of the property claimed does not exceed :fifty dol
lars,", was read. 

Mr. Bradford presented a petition from Charles F. Day· and others,., 
·· · for a1fact to in.cor_porate the Franklin B1:1ilding ·Association of Wil· 

nungton, which, 

On his motion, 

b. W: as, read, and re(err~d ~o a. Co~ittee of !~tee. \yitbJe!fove i? f~p:>lt 
1 bill or otherwise~ ·· · · · . · · · . · · . 

Whereupon, 
Messrs. Bradford, Taylor, and Vaughan were appointedtaj.a Cc,mmit ... hL .... ' 
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On motion of Mt. Comegys, 

The bill entitled "An act to enable Charles H. Heverin and Outten 
t.. Heverin to locate certain vacant land in Dover Hundred, in Kent 

. Co1...nty, and to complete their title to the same," was read a third time 
by paragraphs, and Passed th,c House. 

Ordered to the Se:nare for concu1Tence. 

Mr. Bradford, from the Committee to whom was referred the petition 
of John H. Price, reported a bill entitled" An act for the relief of 
.John Rightllr," which, 

On his motion, 

Was read. 

Mr.. Comegys presented a claim from David L. Moody (Constable) 
against the State, which, 

On his motion, 

Was referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. Martin pr~sented a petition from William C. Joseph and others, 
lor the creation of an additional School District, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read and referred to a committee of three with leave to report 
by bill or otherwise. 

Wher~upon, 

Messrs. Marshan, W. Tunnell and Cooch•were appointed said Com
tnittee. 

On motion of Mr. Bellah, 

. The bill entitled "An act to revive, re-enact and re-establish an act 
passed on the thirty-first of January, 1825, entitled 'A supplement to 
the Act entitled An act to incorporate the Cherry Island Marsh Com
pany,' and also an act passed on the 18th of January, 1843, entitled 'A 
wpplement to an act entitled An act to incorporate the Cherry Island 
:Marsh Company,' and to confirm the acts and proceedings of said Com
pany under and liy virtue thereof;" was read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Tunnell, 

The bill entitied " A further additional supplement to the Act enti
tled an act for regulating Inn-holders, Tavern-keepers, and other public . 
house keepers within this government and empowering the Justices to 
settle the rates of liquor," was read a second time. . 

The House then adjourned until 3 o'clock this afternoon. 
K. 
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Same Day, 3 o'clock, P. M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Taylor, from the Committee to whom was referred the petition· 
. of Daniel C. Godwin, reported it inexpedient to want the prayer 0£' 

the Petitioner ; in whi~h report the House concurred-. 
On motion of Mr. Collins; 

The bill entitled "A supplement to tl!e Act entitled 'An act to incol."r 
porate the Trustees of the Georgetown Academy in Georgetown, 81111'
sex County,:' " was read a second time. 

l\{r. Collins moved, 
To amend the bill by filling the blank with . the names- of 1olm D .. 

Rodney, Caleb S. Layton and William 0, Redden. 

Wbjch motion Prevailed. 

Mr, Bellah presented a petition from George Read Riddle and others,. 
on behalf of the City Council of Wilmington, praying for an act 
authorizing the Levy Court of New Castle County,. to purchase the 
Bridge over the Christiana at Wilmington ; which, 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to a committee of three with leave to, repoJt 

by bill or otherwise. 
Whereupon, 
MeSsrs. Bellah, Postles an:d Marshall were appointed said Committee.. 

On motion of Mr. W. Tunnell, 
. The Senate bill, for concurrence, entitled " An act to authe~ze and' 

empower Rachel Cannon, Administratrix of Charles B. Cannon, dec'd., 
· formerly of North West Fork Hundred, Sussex County and State o( 
Delaware, to make and execµte a deed of conveyance to William Can-· 
non, of' a cerrtain piece of Ia~d therein: mentioned~" was read •. 

· Mr. Martin presented a petition frO'ln Benjamin Ellengs-worth to· lo,r 
ca.te a cel'tain piee-e of land in Sussex County ; which, 

On his motion, 
Was read and' referred to II committee of th1ee with leave· to report 

by bill or etherwise. · , · 

Whereupon, 
Messrs. M~in, Wilson, and Caulk were appointed s~d Committ~ 



.Mr. Caulk presented a petition from Wm. J. Hurlock and otherit, for 
the establishment of a standard weight for corn and other grains ; 
which, 

On his motion, 

Was read, and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report 
by bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Caulk, Comegys, and N. Tunnell were appointed said Com• 
mittee.· • 

On motion of Mr. Bradford, 

The bill entitled "An act authorizing David C. Swain, Guardian of 
Robert B. Swain, a minor, to sell and convey the interest of the said 
minor, in certain real estate in New Castle County," was taken up for 
consideration •. 

Mr. Bradford offered the following amendment, which, 

o~ his roQtion, 

W-as read as foll_ows :-

Amend the preamble by striking out all after the word "Guardian" 
fa the fifth line, and insert the following :-

" Of his brother Robert B. Swain, a lunatic, and thafthe said Robert 
B. Swain, as one of the heirs of William A. Swain, deceased, late of 
New Castle County in the State of Delaware, is entitled to the one 
seventh part of a tract of land situated in Christiana Hundred in the 
County of New Castle and State of Delaware, containing about forty
four acres. And whereas the other heirs of the said William A. Swain, 
are about conveying and assuring unto one Joseph Scott of the city of 
Wilmington, in the County and State last aforesaid, their respective in
terests in the said described property of the said William A. Swain, de
ceased, and that therefore it would be greatly for the benefit of the said 
Robert B. Swain if his interest in the said land and premises could be 
!!Old and conveyed at the same time, as it would otherwise not only 
Featly depreciate in value, but most probably be rendered entirely 
·worthless:;" therefore,-

Mr. Bradford moved, 

That the amendment be adopted •. 

Which motion Prevailed. · 

Jlr;lr. Bradford then offered the following additional amendment,Jwhich, 
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Was read as follows:-
Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the following,viz :

" That it shall and may be lawful for David C. Swain the Guardian of 
Robert B. Swain, a lunatic, and he is hereby authorized and .empowered 
to sell either at public or private sale the interest of the said Robert B. 
Swain in the tract of land and premises described in the preamble of this 
Act; and after the said sale shall have been so made, the said David C. Swain 
as Guardian of the said Robert B. Swain is hereby authorized, empower
ed and directed, to make, sign, seal and deliver to the purchaser of the 
said interest of Robert B. Swain, and acknowledge in due form of law, 
a good and sufficient deed of conveyance, which said deed of convey
ance shall be as valid and effectual for conveying and assuring unto such 
J!urchaser, his heirs and assigns, all the . estate, right, title, interest, 
;property, claim and demand whatsoever of the said Robert B. Swain of, 
m, and to the before described real property, as fully and to all intents 
and purposes, as though the said lunatic . was of sound mind, and had 
himself executed such deed." ' 

Mr. Bradford then moved, 

That the amendment be adopted. 

Which motion, Prevailed. 
l\b-. Bradford presented a petition from Thomas J. Mahaffy and 

others, l'raying for an alteration of the mode of levying the lamp tax 
in the city of Wilmington, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read and referred to a committee ot three. with leave to report 
by bill or otherwise. . . 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Bradford, Collins and Marshall were appointed said Commit .. 
tee. 

The House then adjourned until 10 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

SATURDAY, 10 o'clock,' .R. M., January 20th, 1849. 

The House met pursuan! .to adjournment. 
Prayer by the Chaplain. 
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Mr. Bellah, from the Committee to whom was referred the petition 
of George Read Riddle and others, on behalf of the City Council of 
Wilmington, reported a bill entitled" An act to authorize and empower 
the Levy Court of New Castle County to purchase or condemn the 
Wilmington Bridge," which, 

On motion of Mr. Bellah, 

Was read. 

Mr. Marshall, from the Committee appointed to settle with the State 
Treasurer, presented the following report, which, · 

On his motion, 

Was read as follows:-

The Committee appointed to act jointly with a committee of the 
Senate in the examination of the accounts of James Buckmaster, 
Treasurer, and Trustee of the School Fund, in the settlement with said 
officer, make the following report:-

That on the 17th day of January 1849, the ;state Treasurer settled 
with Abraham Staats,Auditor of Accounts, at which time there was due 
from him to the State the sum of - , - $3,931 02 

That on the same day the Trustee of the School Fund, settled with 
Abraham Staats, Auditor of Accounts, at which time there was due from 
himto said fund, . $14,130 77 
Due District in New Castle County 14 cts. 
Due " Kent " $1,019 09 
J)ue " Sussex " 2,115 gg 

Total due to School Fund, 
" State, 

Total 

$3,135 06 

$17,265 83 
3,931 02 

$21,196 83 

The Committee further report, that the Books are neatly kept, and 
in good order. And they find the sum of $21,196 83, deposited to the 
credit of the State Treasurer, in the Farmers' Bank at Dover. 

On motion of Mr, Marshall, 

The report was .11.dopted. 
Mr~ Miles, from the same Committee ;presented the report of the 

Auditor of Accounts, which, · 
On his motion, 

Was laid upon the Clerk's table. 
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Mr. Comegys presented a petition from H. Todd, praying for the 
enactment of a law authorizing the Orphans' Court to dispose of prop
erty in certain cases, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read, and referred to a committee of three with leave to report 
by bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Comegys, Cooch and Vaughan were appointed said Commit
tee. 

On motion 9f Mr. Caulk, 

The bill entitled" An act to authorize John G. Black to employ· his 
slaves in the State of Maryland and in the State of Delaware," was 
read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Marshall, 

· The bill entitled "A supplement to the Act entitled an act to incor
porate the Trustees of the Georgetown Academy in Georgetown, Sus-, 
sex County," was taken up for consideration. 

Mr. Ma.r,hall moved, 

To amend the bill by striking out the name of Caleb S. Layton, and 
inserting in lieu thereof the name of Laban L. Lyons : on which mo. 
tion the yeas and nays being called, were as follows :-

Yeas.-Messrs .. Jones, Marshall, Martin, N. Tunnell, W. Tunnell, 
and Vaughan-6. . 

Nays.-Messrs. Bradford, Bellah, Caulk, Collins, Comegys, Cooch, 
Miles, Rodney, Taylor, Wilson, and Mr. Speaker-II. 

So the motion was Lost. 
On motion of Mr. Collins, 

The bill was then read a third time by paragraphs, and the question 
being on the final passage of the bill, the yeas and nays were ordered · 
which being taken were as follows :- ' 

Yeas.-Messrs. Bradford, Bellah, Caulk, Collins, Comegys, Cooch, 
Miles, Rodney, Taylor, Wilson and Mr. Speaker-II. 

.JV'ays.-Messrs. Jones, Marshall, Martin," N. Tunnell, W. Tunnell, 
and Vaughan-6. · 

So the bill Passed the House. 
Ordered to the Senate. 
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Mr. Miles gave notice, that he would ask1 leave on Monday next to 
introduce a bill entitled "A supplement to the Act entitled' An act fix
ing the standard of Weights and .Measures, and regulating the same 
within this State.' " 

Mr. Rodney also gave notice that he would ask leave on Monday 
next to introduce a bill entitled "An act to amend the Act entitled 'An 
act directing the mannf'r of appointing in this State, electors of Presi
dent and Vice President of the United States.'" 

On motion of Mr. Bradford, 

The bill entitled "A supplement to the Act entitled 'An act concern
ing defects in legal proceedings,"' was raad a second time. 

Mr. N. Tunnell presented a petition from Wm. S. Hall •and others, 
for a law authorizing the construction of a certain canal in Sussex 
County ; which, 

On his motion, 

Was read and referred to a committee of three with leave to report 
by bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. N. Tunnell, Marshall and Miles were appoii.ted said Com
mittee. 

Mr. Comegys offered the following Resolution, which, 

On h~s motion, 

Was read as follows:-

Resolved, That the use of the Hall of the House of Representatives, 
for the evening of the first day of February next, be granted to the Su
perintendent and Teachers of the Sabbath School of the Methodist Epis
copal Church of Dover, for the purpose of a celebration, 

On motion of .Mr, Comegys, 

The Resolution was .lidopted. 

. Mr. Wilson, from the Committee to whom was referred that portion 
o{ the Governor's Message relative to the publication of a map of the 
'State, reported a bill entitled " An act to procure a map of this . State," 
'Which, · 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, 

Was read. 

Mr, Milest from the Committee to whom was referred that portion of 
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the Governor's Message relative to the Guardianship of the insane, 
asked, and · 

On motion of Mr. Caulk, 

Obtained further time in which to report. 

The :1fouse then adjourned until 10 o'clock on Monday morning •. 

MONDAY, J(J,nuary 22rl, 10 o'clock, .9.. M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
Prayer by the Chaplain. 
Mr, Comegys presented a remonstrance from J. S. Layton and C. B. 

Sipple, against the.closing of a certain lane in Georgetown; which, 
· On bis motion, 

Was read. 
Mr. Comegys moved, 

That the bill already reported upon the S11bject, be re-committed, to-
gether witll the remonstrance. · · 

Which motion P.rmzifecl. 
Mr. Cooch presented a memorial fram George Read Riddle and others, 

·on behalf of the City Council of. Wilmington, praying for the vacating 
of a certain lane within the limits of said city ; which, 

On his :motion, 
Was read and referred to a committee of three with leave to 1epo1t 

by bill or otherwise • 
. Whereupon, 

-Me88l't, Cooch, Bellah, and :Bradford were appointed eaid Committee .. 
Mr, Comegys presented_ a petition from. George • :Reatl .. Ri:ddle. and 

others, on behalf of the City Council of· Wilmington, pnying forall act. 
authorizing the City Council to increase the city debt; wmch, · 

On motion of Mr. Comegys, 
Wa11 read, and refeired to a Committee of three·witll leave. to :report. 

'by bill Of QtherwiGe. · -- - · · · 
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Whereupon, 

Messrs. Comegys, Bellah and Marshall were appointed said Commit· 
tee. 

Mr. Miles asked, and 

On motion of Mr. Rodney, 

Obtained leave to introduct,.a bill enti lled " A supplement to the Act 
entitled 'An act fixing the standard of Weights and Measures, and regu
lating the same within this State.'" 

On motion of Mr. Miles, 

The bill was read. 

Mr. Bradford, from the Committee to whom was referred the petition 
of Thomas J. Mahaffy and others, reported a bill entitled" A further 
supplement to the Act entitled 'An act to alter and re-establish the 
charter of the Borough of Wilmington;'" which, 

On his motion, 

Was read. 

On motion of Bellah, 

The \>ill entitled," An a.ct to revive, re-enact, and re.establish An 
act passed on the thirty-first of January 1825, entitled 'A supplement to 
the Act entitled An act to incorporate the Cherry Island Marsh Compa
ny,' and also An act passed on the 18th of January 1843 entitled 'A sup
plement to An act entitled An act to incorporate the Cherry Island 
Marsh Company,' and to confirm the acts and proceeding of the said 
Company under and by virtue thereof;" was read a third time by para-
graphs, and Passed the House. 

Ordered to the the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Wilson, from the Committee to whom was referred the petition 
of James Battle, reported a bill entitled" An act to divorce James Bat• 
tle and Mary Jane Battle," which, 

On his motion, 

Was read. 

Mr. Bradford presented a remonstrance from Merrit Canby and others, 
against authorizing the City Council of Wilmington to increase thi city 
debt; which, . 

On motion of Mr. Bradford, 

Was read•and referred to the Committee upon that subject. 
L 
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Mr. Caulk, from the Committee to whom was referred the petition ef' 
John .D; Dilworth and others, reported a bill entitled "An act to incor
porate the Farmers' Mutual Fire Insurance Company, of St. Georgei:t; 
and Appoquinimink Hundreds in New Castle County," which, . . 

On motion of Mr. Caulk, 

·was read. 

On motion of Mr. Rodney, 

The bill entitled " An act to incorporate a Bank in Delaware City 
under the name of the Delaware City Bank," was read a second time. 

On motion· of Mr. Bellah, 

The bill entitled " An act to authorize and empower the Levy Court 
of New Castle County topurcha,se or condemn the Wilmington Bridge,» 
was read a second time. 

On motion of Mr, Bradford, 

The bill entitled "An act for the relief of John Righter," was read 
a second time. 

On motio11 of Mr. Comegys, 

The bill entitled "A supplement to the Act incorporating the Smyr
na, Lerpsic, and Philadelphia Steam Boat Company," was ,read a second 
time. 

The House then adjourned until 3' o'clock this afternoon. 

Same Day, 3 o'clock, P. M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Miles, from the Committee of enrollment reported the following 
bills as being correctly enrolied, to wit : 

"An act authorizitig William Elmer, Guardian of William Elmer, jr.. 
Margaret K. Elmer, Macomb K. Elmer, and Henry W. Elmer, minors, 
to sell and convey the interest of the said minors in certain real estate 
in New Castle County." 

"An act to incorporate the Franklin Manufacturing Company.'" 
On motion of Mr. W. Tunnell, 
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'The bill entitled " An act to authorize and empower Rachel Can
,non, Administratrix of Charles B. Cannon, dec'd., formerly of North 
·west Fork Hundred, Sussex County and State of Delaware, to make and 
,execute a deed of conveyance to William Cannon of a certain piece of 
.land therein mentioned;" was read a second time. · 

Mr. Wilson presented a petition from Wilson L. Cannon and others, 
praying for a law authorizing the construction of ·a certain Bridge fa 
Kent County; which, 

' On motion of Mr. Wilson, 

Was read and referred to a committee of three with leave to report 
by bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Wilson, Comegys, and Marshall were appointed said Com
mittee. 

Mr. Caulk, from the Committee of enrollment reported the following 
bill as being correctly enrolled, to wit:-

" An act to authorize the building a wharf from the bay shore oppo• 
.&ite Lewestown." 

'l'he House then adjourned until 10 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

TUESDAY, Jan. 23d, 10 o'clock, .11. • .M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

~ 

Mr. Bradford presented a remonstrance from sundry citizens of Wil
mington, against a law authorizing the Council tofocrease the city debt· 
which, ' 

On his motion, 

Was referred to the Comm.i.ttee on that subject. 

Mr; Miles, from the Committee to whom :was referred the petition of 
C.karles Canby and others, presented the following report, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read as follows:-



'"The Committee appointed on fhe 12th i:nst., <!>n the pebition of Charles 
'Canby and others, relative to the abolition of slavery -in the State of 
Delaware, beg leave respectfully to report, that they deem lit inexpe• 
'<lient to legislate upon the subject at this time .• " 

· Mr. Milesmoved, 
That the report be adopted; an which motion the yeas and nays 

l>eing called were as follows :-

Yeas.-Messrs. Bradford, Bellah, Caulk, Collins, Cooch, lones, Mar• 
shall, Martin, Miles, Naudain, Postles, Roliney, Taylor, N. Tunnell, W. 
Tunnell, Vaughan, Wilson, and Mr. Speaker-18. 

Nays.-0. 
'So the report iwas ..11.dopted. 
Mr. Marshall presented a remonstrance from sundry citizens of Sus-

11ei: County against .a division of certain Sci.tool Districts in said Coun
.ty, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read. 'and referred to the Committee on that subject. 

Mr. Caulk, from the Committee to whom was referred the petition 
,of Daniel Corbit and others, reported a bill entitled " A supplement to 
the Act entitled' An .act to incorporate the Cantwells' Bridge Steam 
Nav.igation Company?:" :which, 

On his motion, 
Was .-ead. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, 
The bill entitled "An act to procure -a map of this State," was read a 

'Second time. 

On motion ·of Mr,, Bradford, 

The bill entitled " A'D. act authorizing David C. Swain, Guardian of 
'.Robert B~ ,Swain,a minor, to sell and convey the interest of the said 
minor in certain,real estate in New Castle County," was read a third 
time by paragraphs. 

Mr. Bradford moved, 

To amend the ·title of the bill,by striking out the word "minor" 
·where it occurs, and:inserting in lie thereof the ;word" lunatic." 

Which ·motion Prevailed. 

The question then 'being taken on its final passage, the Bill 
Passed the House. 
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Orderecl, t0 the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Caulk, 

The bill entitled "An .act to incorporate tbe 'Farmers' Mutual Fire 
Insurance Company of St. Georges and A ppoquinimink Hundreds, in 
New Castle County," was .read a second time. , · 

The Speaker laid upon the Clerk's table sundry 'Resolutions adopted 
.by the Farmers' Convention, held -at Dover,@ the 17th inst. 

On" motion of Mr. Bradford, 

The bill entitled "A further su.pplernent 'to the Act entitled ' An 
,act to alter and re-establish the charte!l' of the Borough ,of Wilmington,' " 
·was read.a second time. 

On motion of Mr. W. Tunnell, 

The bill entitled" An act to a1.1thorize·and empower Rachel Cannon, 
Administratrix of Charles B. Cannon, dec'd., formerly of North West 
Fork Hundred, Sussex County and State of Delaware to make and ex
-ecute a deed of conveyance to William Cannon of a certain piece of 
land therein mentioned," was read a third time by paragraphs arid 

Passed the House. 

'Orderel.l to the Senate. 

On motion of Mr, Wilson, 

The bill entitled" An act to divorce James Battle and Mary Jane 
'Battle," was read a second time • 

.l.VIr. Miles presented a petition from J. W. Duncan and others, for an 
act to incorporate a Mutual Insurance Company in Wilmington ;' which, 

On his motion, 

Was read and referred to a committee of three with leave to report 
by bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Miles, Wilson and N. Tunnell were appointed said Commit• 
lee. 

The House then adjourned until 3 o'clock this afternoon. 

Same Day, 3 o'clock, P. M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 



Mr. Cooch, from the Committee to whom was referred the petitio!l 
()f George Read Riddle and others on the part of the City Council of 
Wilmington, for the closing of Love lane, reported a bill entitled " A 
further supplement to the Act entitled 'An additional supplement to the 
Act to alter and re-establish the charter of the Borough of Wilmincrton ,,, 
w~~ e' 

On motion of Mr, Cooch, 

Was read. 

Mr. Bellah presented a memorial from the Committee on behalf of 
.the City Council of WiJmington, in reply to the remonstrance of cer• 
tain citizens thereof, which, 

. On his motion, 

Was read and referred to the Committee on the petition for authori .. 
ty to increase the city deLt. 

Mr. Rodney asked, and 

On motion of Mr. Caulk, 

Obt;ined leave to introduce a bill entitled " An act to amend the Act 
directing the manner of appointing in this State electors of President 
and Vice President of the United States," which, 

On motion of Mr. Rodney, 

Was read. . 

Mr. ·Miles presented a petition from the Delaware Fire Insurance 
Company for an act granting to said Company the power of Mutual In
surance ; which, 

On motion of Mr. Miles, 

Was read and referred to a committee of three with leave to report 
by bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, , 

M~ssrs. Miles, N audain, and W. Tunnell were appointed said Com
mittee. 

Mr. Miles asked, i:tnd 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, 

Obtained leave to withdraw the bill entitled " A supplement to the 
Act entitled ' An act fixing the standard of Weights and Measures, and 
regulating the same within the State.'" 

Mr. Caulk offered the fpllowingResolution, which, 



On his motion, 

Was read as follows; 
. Resolved, That the use of the Hall of the House of Representatives; 
be granted to Mr. Dyfr on Thursday evening next, for the purpose of 
holding a concert of vocal music. 

On motion of Mr. Caulk, 

The Resolution was .JJ.dopted. 

On motion of Mr. Miles, 

The Resolution from the Farmers' Convention, in reference to cattle 
running at large on public highways, was read and referred to a com
mittee of \hree with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Miles, Postles, and N •. Tunnell were appointed said Com,
mittee. 

On motion of Mr. Caulk, 

The Resolutions from the same Convention, upon the subject of equal
izing taxation, were read and referred to the Committee on John B~ 
Bel ville's petition. 

On motion of Mr. Bellah, 

The Resolutions from the same Convention, upon the subject of a 
more frequent assessment of real estate, were read and referred to a 
committee of three with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Bellah, Comegys, and Vaughan were appointed said Commit
tee. 

On motion of Mr. ~audain, 

The Resolution from the same Convention, relative to the payment 
of taxes, was read and rtferred to a committee of three with leave. to 
report by bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Naudain, Taylor, and Marshall were appoiLted said Com
mittee. 

On motion of Mr. Miles, 

· The Resolution from the same Convention, upon the subject of Weights 
and Measures,.was read, and laid upon the table. 

Mr. Comegys presented a remonstrance from H. K. Lockwood a.nil 
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others, and also a remonstrance from James Lord, and others, a"'amst th.e-
opening of a road from Barker's landing ; which, 0 

On motion of Mr. Com'egys, 

Were read. 

On motion of Mr. Wilso.a, 

The bill reporfed-upon the subject, together with the remonstrances,. 
was re-committed to a committee of five. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Wilson, Cooch, Marshall, Postles, and Bellah were appointed 
said Committee. 

Mr. Wilson presented a petition from Isaac Short and others, praying 
for a law authorizing the construction of a bridge at Leipsic, which, 

On his motion, 

Was referred to the Committee upon that subject. 

Mr. Lofland, Clerk of the Senate being admitted, informed the House,. 
that the Senate had concurred in th(;) passage of the bill entitled " An 
Act to enable Charles H. Heverin and Outten L. Heverin to locate cer
tain vacant land in Dover Hundred in Kent County, and to complete 
their title to the same." 

Also, that the Senate had concurred in the· passage of the bill entitled 
"An act to divorce William Roburtson, and his wife Isabella Roburtson 
from the bonds of matrimony." 

Also, tliat the Senate had concurred in the passage oJ. the bill entitled 
"An act to. prevent encroachments in the :river Delaware, within the 
limits of this State.» 

Also, that the Senate had concurred in the passage of the bill entitled 
" An act fo:r the relief of Benjamin Holt." 

Also, that the Senate had passed and requested the concurrence of 
the House, in a bill entitled> "An act for the relief of Charles Draper.'' 

Also, that the Senate had passed and requested the concurrence of the, 
House, in a bill entitleft " A supplement to the Act entitled ' An act 
providing for the recovery of small debts.'" 

Also, that the Senate had passed and requested the concu:Frence of the 
House, in a bill entitled " An act to establish the Green Hill Cemeta.ry 
of Christiana Hundred." · 

And he withdrew. 
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On motion of Mr. Comegys, 
The bills from the Senate for concurrence were read. 
The House thenaijourlied until 10 o;clock to-morrow morning. 

WEDNESDAY, Ja11:uary 24th, 10 o'clock, ./I. N.. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
Prayer by the Chaplain. · 
Mr. Comegys presented a petition from J. A. Moore, Clerk of the 

01l11an's Court, for a new seal of office ; which, 
'On bu motion, 

Was read, and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report 
by bill or otherwise. • 

Whereupon, 
, Messrs. Comegys, Naudain, and Nathaniel Tunnell were appointed 
said Committee. · 

Mr. Bradford gave notice that he would ask leave to-morrow to in· 
troduce a bill entitled " An act to incorporate Fairfax Lodge, No. 8, I. 
O. O. F., of the city of Wilmington in the State of Delaware." 

Mr; Miles, from the Committee to whom was referred the petition 
of J. W. Duncan and others, reported a bill entitled" An act to incor• 
porate the New Castle tounty Mutual lnsurance Company," which, 

On his motion, 
Was read. 

On motion of~. Rodney, 
The bill entitled "An act to incorporate a Bank rin Delaware City 

WJder the name of the Delaware City Bank," was taken up for con· 
aideration. 

Mr. Cooch moved, 
'.f o 11,Dl.end the bill by inserting in the blank in the tenth section ther..

of, the !orda " two thousand do],lars ;" on °"'hich motion the yeaa ~4 
nays bemg called, were as follows:-

Yetl8.-J,\lessrs. Collins, Comegys, Cooch, Taylor, Vaughan, and Mr •. 
Speaker,-6. . 

l\l 



JV'ays.-Messrs. Bradford, Bellah, Caulk, Jones, Martin, Marshall, 
Miles, Nau:lain, Postles, Rodney, N. Tunnell, W. Tunnell and Wilson 
-13. 

So the fuotion was Lost. 
Mr. Rodney then moved, 

To amend the bill by inserting in the blank in the 10th section, the 
words "fifteen hundred dollars." 

Which motion Prevailed.· 
On motion of Mr. Marshall, 

The further C!)nsideration of the ·bill was postponed until Wednesday 
next. 

On motion of Mr. Cooch, 

The bill entitled " A further supplement to the Act entitled 'An ad
ditional supplement to the Act to alter and re-establish the charter of 
the Borough of Wilmington,"' was read a second time. 

Mr. Martin, from the Committee to whom was referred the petition 
of Benjamin Ellengsw.orth, asked, and 

On motion of Mr. Marshall, 
. Obtained further time in which to report. 

Mr_. Jones presented a petition from John D. Rodney and others, for 
an act authorizing the vacating of a certain lane in Georgetown, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read and referred to a committee of three with leave to report 
by bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Jones, Taylor and Caulk were appointed said Committee. 

Mr. Bradford, from the Committee to wh~m was referred the petition 
of Charles F. Day and others, asked, and 

On motion of Mr, Miles, 

Obtained furtht!r.time in which to report. 

Mr. Marshall, from the 9ommittee to whom was referred the petition 
of William C. Joseph and others, reported it inexpedient to grant the_ 
prayer of the petitioners ; which report, 

On motion of Mr, Comegys, 

W aii .IJdopted. 
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Mr. Marlin, from the Committee to whom was re-committed the blll 
tntitled " An act to vacate part of a street and part of certain lanes in 
the village of Georgetown, in Sussex County;" together with the pe,, 
titions and remonstrances upon the subject, reported the origiµal bill, 
without alteration or amendment. · 

Mr. N. Tunnell, from the Committee to whom was referred the peti
tion of Wm. S. Hall and others, reported a bill entitled " An act'to in
corporate a Company for the purpose of making a canal to connect the 
waters of Indian River and Broadkiln/' which, 

On his motion, 

Was read. 

Mr. Lofland, Clerk of the Senate being admitted, informed the House 
that the Senate had passed and requested the concurrence of the House 
in a bill entitled "An act to divorce Thomas S. Brittingham and Sally 
Ann S. Brittingham from the bonds of matrimony." 

Also, that the Senate had passed the bill entitled "An act to enable 
Warner M. Cowgill to locate certain vacant salt marsh situate in Kent 
County, and to complete his title to the same," with an amendment in 
which the concurrence of the House was requested. , 

And he withdrew. 

Mr. Naudain presented a petition from Jacob V. Naudain and others, 
for a law preventing persons from allowing swine to run at large within 
,certain districts, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read and referred to a committee of three with leave to report 
"by bill or othe.rwise. 

Whereupon, 

.Messrs. Naudain, Bellah, and Postles were appointed said Committee. 

On motion of Mr.1\1ties, 

The bill entitled " An act to establish the Green Hill Cemetery of 
Christiana Hlmdred," was read a second time. 

Mr. Miles offered the following amehdment. wJ.ich, 

On his motion, 
Was read as follows:-

Amend the bill by adding the following at the end of tke ·second sec .. 
-tion, viz :-

~ Provided, that it shall not be lawful for the said Corporation-to ac .... 



100 

quire by purchase or otherwise more land beyond the quantity of three 
acres, specified in the . preamble to this Act, than shall be aetually 
necessary for burial purposes," 

Mr •. Miles then moved, 

That the amendment be adopted. 
Waich motion Prwailed. 
The House then adjourned until 3 o'clock this afternoon. 

Same Day, 3 o'clock, P, M. 

The HOllSe met pursuant to adjournment. 
On motion of Mr. Comegys, 

The bill ftom the Senate, entitled "An act to divorce Thomas S. 
Brittingham and Sallay Ann S. Brittingham from the bonds of matri
mony," was read. 

Mr. Miles, from the Committee of Enrollment reported the follow
ing bills as being correctly enrolled, viz :-

" An act to divorce William Roburtson and his wife Isabella Roburt
~n from tile b0nds of matrimony." 

" An act t<:> prevent encroachments in the river Delaware within 
\be limits of this State." 

On motion of Mr~ Caulk, 
The bill eniitled. " A supplement to the Act entitled ' An act to in

,corporate the CantweH's Bridge Steam Navigation Company,'' was read 
,a second time, 

On motion of Mr. W, Junnell, 
The bill entitlea "' An act for the relief of Charles Draper," 1Vas 

'l'ead a second fune. • 
Mr. Comegys offered.the followillg Resolutions, which, 

On his,motion, 

Were ·read as follows:-

Resolved by the Senate a1n.d HOUBe of Representatives of tli.e State of 
JJ)elaW!!,re, in. General .11.uemltly •, ThatJoliit M.Cla.yten and Jam~ 



101. 

A. 13ayarc1 be, and they are hereby appointed a oomtnittee to procure 
the original charters of this State from King Charles the II to his broth
-er the Duke 9f ¥ ork, and from the Duke of Yorlf to William Penn 
.and all other papers connected· with the title of this State to the land: 
.and waters within its limits, and to cause the said original charters to be 
handsome,y framed, and suspended iu the Chambers of the Senate and 
House of Representatives, . ,. 

Resolved, That the expenses attending the execution of the foregoing 
Resolution be ;paid by the State Treasurer upon the written order of the 
.said Committee. 

On motion of Mr .. Comegys, 

The Resolutions were then .lldopted. 
Ordered .to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr.. Comegys presented a claim against the State from John D. Bird, 
Esc~eator of New Castle County, which, 

. On his motion, 

Was :referred to the Committee of Claims. 
Mr .. Caulk, from the Committee to whom was rP.ferred the petition of 

William J .. HuTlock and others, reported a bill entitled " An act to regu-
9.ate the selling of grain;" which, 

On his motion, 

Was read. 
On motion ,of Mr. Wilson, 

The bill entitled" An act to divorce James Battle and Mary Jane 
!Jattle," was read a third time by paragraphs, and the question being on 
the final passage of the bill, the yeas and nays were ordered ; which 
being taken, were as follows :- · 

Yeas.-Messrs. Bellaq, Cooch, Marshall, Taylor, N. TunneU, W. 
Tunnell, Wilson and Mr. Speaker-8 • .., 

Nays.-Messrs. Carlisle, Caulk, .Comegys, Miles, Naudain, and 
Postles-6. 

So tl!.e bill Passed t!,e House. 

Ordered to the Senate. 

Ue House then adjourned until 10 o'clock to-morrow morning. 
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THURSDAY, January 25th,')O o'clock, .11.. M,· 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Ch;plain, 

Mr. Lofland, C1erk of the Senate being admitted,1nformed the House' 
that the Senate liad Concurred in the passage of the bill entitled " A 
supplement to the Act entitled ' An act to incorporate the Trustees of 
the Georgetown Academy in Georgetown, Sussex County; ,,. 

Also, that the Sena:te h!:!d co11curted in the passage of the bilf enti:tled 
" A further additional supplement to the Act entitled ' An act to incor .. 
porate a Bank in the borough of Wilmington in this State ?' -With cer"' 
tain amendments in which the concurrence of the House was asked, 

And he withdrew. 1 

On".motion of Mr. Collins, 

The bill entitled " A supplement to the Act incorporating the Smyr• 
na, Leipsic and Philadelphia Steam Boat Company," was read a third 
time by paragraphs, and the question being on the final passage of the 
bill, the yeas and nays were ordered; which.being taken, were as fol .. 
lows:-

Yeas.-Messrs. Bradford, l3ellah, Carlisle, Caulk, Collins, Comegys, 
Cooch, .Tones, Marshall, JY,[artin, Miles, Naudain, Postles, Rodney, Tay• 
lor, N. Tunnell, W. Tunnell, Vaughan, Wilson and Mr. Speaker-20, 

.Nays.-0. 
So the bill Passed the House. 
Ordered to the Senate, 

On motion of Mr. Martin, 

The bill entitled " An act to vacate part of a street, ancl part of cerM 
tain lanes in the village of Georgetown, in Sussex County," was read a 
second time. 

Mr. Collins, from the Committee to whom was referred the ~titian 
of Margaret Anderson, reported a bill entitled " An act to divorce Jeni .. 
fer Anderson, and Margaret Anderson";" which, 

On hi:Pmotion, 
Was read. 

Mr. Miles, from the Committee to whom was referred the petition of 
the Delaware Fire Insurance Company, reported a bill entitled " A 
supplement to an act entitled' An act to incorporate the Delaware Fire 
Insurance Company," which, 



On his motion, 
Was read. 
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Mr. Caulk present~d the Account of Abraham Staats, Auditor of Ao
.counts, which, 

On his motion, 
Was referred to the Committee of Claims. 

On motion of Mr. Caulk, 
The bill entitled "A supplement to the Act to incorporate the Cant-· 

well's Bridge Steam Navigation Company," was read a third time by 
paragraphs, and the question being on the final passage of the bill, the 
yeas and nays were ordered ; which being taken war.e as follows :-

Yeas.-Messrs. Bradford, Bellah, Carlisle, Caulk, Collins, Comegys, 
Cooch, Jones, Marshall, Martin, Miles, Naudain, Postles, Rodney, Tay
lor, N. Tunnell, W. Tunnell, Vaughan, Wilson and Mr. Speaker-20. 

JV'ays.-0. 
So the.bill Passed the House. 

Ordered to the Senate. 

The Speaker laid upon the Clerk's table the following communication 
from Daniel M. Bates, Esq., Secretary of State, which, 

On motion of Mr. Comegys, 
Was read as follows:-

SEcn.ETAn.Y's OFFICE, Dover, Jan. 24, 1849. 
Sin.: 

In obedience to the Acts of the General Assembly in such case 
made and provided, I have the honor to inform the House of Represen
tatives, through you, that Jacob Farris as State Treasurer, and Hiram 
W. M'Colly as Auditor of Accounts, have respectively given bond with 
i!Ureties as required by law, and that the same, with the sureties therein, 
;respectively, have been in d1,1e manne.r approved by the Governor. 

T-o 

1 am, sir, 
With great respect, 

Your obedient servant, 

DANIEL CUMMINS, EsQ., 

DANIEL M. BATES, 
Secretary of State. 

Speaker of the House of Representatives, 



On motion of Mr. Bradford, 

The bill entitled" A further additional supplement t& the Act en
titled ' An act to alter and re-establish the Chattel' of the Borough oC. 
Wilmington," was .read a third ti.me by paragraphs, and 

. Passed the House. 
Ordered to the Senate. 

· On motion of Mr. Rodney,. 

The bill entitled "An act toe amend the Act entitled "An act direct
ing the manner of appointing in this State Electo11s of President ancJ 
Vice President of the United States," was read a second time • 

. Mr. Rodney _then moved, 

To fill the blank in the bill,· with the word " t.e.ll." 

Which motion Prevailed. 
On motion of Mr. Comegys, 

The Cletk of tile House was directed to procure for the use of the
members, :fifty printed copies of the bill entitled "A supplement to the 
Act entitled ' An act concerning defects in legal proceedings." 

Mr •. Bellah present~d a petition from Susanna Bro.wn, for a divorce 
from her husband, which, 

On moti:on of Mr. Bellah, 

Was read and referred to a committee of three with leave to, report 
by bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Bellah, Wilson, and W. Tunnell were appointed said Com,. 
mittee. ' 

The Houae then adjourned until 3 o'clock this afternoan. 

Same Day, 3 o>clock, P~ .M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Bradford asked, and 

On motion of Mr. Rodney, 

Obtained leave to introduce a bill entitled " An act to incorporate 
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Fairfax Lodge, No. 8, I. O. O. F., of the City of Wilmington, in th• 
State of Delawai:e," which, 

On motion of Mr. Bradford, 

Was read. 

On motion of Mr. Comegys, 

The amendments from the Senate, to the bill entided "A ful'ther addi• 
tional Sllpplement to the act entitled ' An act to incorporate a Bank in 
the Borough of Wilmington, in this State," were read as follows: 

IN SENATE, January 24th, 1849. 
Amend the bill by striking out after the word "met" in the third 

line of the first Section and before the word " That" in the fourth line 
of the same Section, the words " two-thirds of each Lranch of the Leg
islature concurring herein" and inserting in lieu thereof, the words 
" and the power of revoking this act by the Legislature being hereby 
expressly reserved." 

Also, in the twenty-fifth line of the same Section by striking out the 
words " two thousand five hundred dollars," and inserting in lie11 
thereof.the words "three thousand dollars." 

Extract from Journal. . 
J. R. LOFLAND; 

For Concurrenct, Cler'k of the Smate. 
Mr. Comegys then moved, 

To amend the amendment by strikingoutthefollowingwordstherein, 
viz : " and the power of revoking this act by the Legislature being 
hereby expressly reserved." 

On which motion, 

The Yeas and Nays being called were as follows:-

Yeas.-Messrs. Bradford, Bellah, Carlisle, Caulk, Collins, Comegy,, 
Cooch, Miles, Naudain, Postles, Rodney, Taylor, N. Tunnell, W. Tun
nell, Vaughan,and Mr. Speaker-16 • 

.N'ays.-Mes~rs. Jones,· Marshall, and Martin-3. 

So the amendment was .lltlopteJ. 
On motion of Mr. Comegys, 

The amendment as amended was then 
Concurred in by the HoU8e. 

Ordered to the Senate. 

Mr. Lofland, Clerk of the Senate being admitted, informed the House, 
N 
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. . 

that ihe Senat~ b~d concurred in the passage of the bill entitled " An 
to revive, re-enact and re-establish an act passed on the 31st of January 
1825, entitled 'A Supplement to the act entitled An act to incorporate 
the Cherry Island Marsh Company,' and also An act passed on,the 18th 
of January 1843, entitled' A Supplement to an act entitled An act to 
incorporate the Ch,:rry Island Marsh Company,' and to confirm the acts. 
and proceedings of:the sa1d company under·and by virtue. the11,of." 

i, Ala~, th~'Jiie,S~nJte'.ha.cl coricurr~d.in the :passage of the bilh}lt!tled 
"An act autl'io-1zmg David C. Swam, Guardian of Robert B. Swam, a 
lunatic; to se11 11,nd • convey the .interest of the said lunatic in certain 
1feaJ: estate, ,~n· N ~~ Ca~tl~ Cq~pty ." 

· Also, that the Senate had, passed and requested th~ concurre~ce of 
the :House •iri a· bill, entitled '' .An act authorizing the sale and . convey
Mce of·<iertain 'real estate in Christiana. Hundred, late of Patrick Mc 
Fadgen; deceased'; and prescribing the mode of disposal of the proceeds 
of said sale.'.' . 

· . M~~ t~a{he had 1>een ciir~ctea to presJnt an enronea bm, for the 
signature of the Speaker of the House, an,d to. return sundry others, 
which had received the signature of the Speaker of the Senate. 

And he withdrew • . •. ! . ,. . , 

J.\'lr,iBtadford presented a petition from John W. Weir and others, for 
An act to incorporate Delaware Lodge, of the Independent Order of 
Qdd )fellows, which, 

\ 01~\j~ piqtion, , 

Was read ~nd referred to a c~mmittee of three with leave to report 
by bill or otherwise. 

· Whereupon, 

.. Me.ssrs. Br,1dford,Carlisle, and Vaughan, were appointed said Commit-
tee. · · · 

·Sn ~otion of Mr. Bradford, , . 

The bill entitled "a furt:h.er:Supplementto the act qntitled 'An,addi
ti;onal,81;1pplement to the act to alter and re-establish the Charte'r of the 
Borough of Wilminglon,' " was taken up for consideration. 

Mr. Bradford otfered the following amendinerit, which, 

On his .motion, .. 

Was read as follows :-

. A:mend tp.e first Secti9n of the bil) by striking out i~·\he te~th )ine of 
the said Section the words "be ceded" and l.nserting in lieu thereof the 
words "belong." · 
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Mr. Bradfo~d then moved, 

That the amendment be adopted. 

Which motion, Prevailed. 

Mt, Collins presented a petition from Asa.Harringt,on and. llther~, for 
An' act to incorporate the Delaware Rail Road Company, ,V(liic,h~· · 

On his motion, 

Was read and referred to a committee of five with Jeav:e to ~port 
by bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Collins, Taylor, Miles, Caulk, and Marshall were appointed 
said Committee. 

On motion of Mr. Bradford, 

The bill entitled "An act for the relief of John Righter," was read 
a third time by paragraphs, and Passed the House. 

Ordered to the the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Comegys, from the Committee to whom was refetred the petition 
of sundry citizens of Kent County fQi, an additional School J)istri.ct, re
ported a bill entitled "An act conc!tning .the division of School, Dis .. 
tricts Nos. '.1.0, 11; 13 and 17, ihKentCounty," which,. . \ ,, 

On his motion, 

Was read. 
' . ' . . 

Mr. Rodney presented a petition from James V •. Moore and others,.:G>r 
an alteration of the license law, which, · 

()n his motion, 

Was read and referred to a committee of three with leave to replilrt 
l;>y bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon;· 

Messrs. Rodney, Postles, and W. Tunnell were appointed said Com
• mittee. 

Mr. Collins presented a petition from Barratt P. Conner and 'others, 
for a law authorizing the opening of a road from Bark!)r's· Eariding, 
which, 

On his motion, 

Wa, read and referred to the Committee upon that sub.j~ 
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Mr. Carlisle presented a petition from C. B. Sipple and others, for a 
law the better to regulate the granting ot licenses to Pedlars1 which, 

On bis motion, 
Was read and referred to a committee of three with leave to report 

by bill or otherwise. 
Whereupon, 
Messrs. Carlisle, Naudain, and N. Tunnell, were appointed said Com

Jllittee. 
The House_then adjourned until 10 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

FRIDAY, 10 o'clock, .11 • .M., January 26th, 1849. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by. the Chaplain. 
Mr. Carlisle presented a petition from Amanda Lindale, praying for 

a divorce from her husband, which, 

On his motion, 
Waa read, and referred to a Committee of three with leave to report 

by bill or other,rip. 

Whereupon, 
lleaars. Carlisle, Naudain, and Vaughan, were appointed said Com-

mittee. · 
Mr. Marshall presented a petition from Joshua Burton and others, for 

an iuteration of the law relative to swine running at large, which, 
On]1is motion, 

Was r~. and referred to a Committee of three with leave to report 
by bill or otherwise. • 

Whereupon, 
Me1Srs. Marshall, W. Tunnell and Taylor were appointed said Com

mittee. 

· Mr. Miles presented a petition from John Ferria and others, for an 
alteration of the License Law, which, 
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On his motion, 

Was read and referred to the Committee upon that subject. 

On motion of Mr. N. Tunnell, 

The bill entitled " An act to incorporate a Company for the purpose 
of making a canal to connect the waters of Indian River and Broadkiln," 
was read a second time by its title. 

Mr. Lofland, Clerk of the Senate being admitted, informed the House 
that the Senate had concurred in the amendment to the bill entitled " a 
further additional Supplement to the act entitled an act to incorporate a 
Bank in the Borough of Wilmington, in this State ;'' 

And he withdrew. 

Mr. N. Tunnell presented a petition from Eli Davis, for An act author· 
izing him to locate a certain tract of vacant land in Sussex County, ad
joining two other tracts known and designated by the titles respectively 
of " Big at both ends," and " Addition to Diana's Desire;" which, 

On motion of Mr. N. Tunnell, 

Was read and referred to a committee of three with leave to report 
by bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, . 

Messrs. N. Tunnell, Jones, and Vaughan, were appointed said Com
mittee. 

On motion of Mr. Marshall, 

The bill from the Senate for concurrence, entitled "An act authoriz
ing the sale and conveyance of certain real estate in Christiana Hun
dred, late of Patrick McFadgen, deceased, and describing the mode of 
disposing of the proceeds of said sale," was read. 

On motion of Mr. Bradford, 

The bill. entitled" A further supplement to the Act entitled' An ad
ditional supplement to the Act to alter and re-establish the charter of 
the Borough of Wilmington,'" was read a third time by paragraphs, 
and Passed tlie House. 

Ordered to the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Collins, 

The bill entitled" An act to authorize John G. Black to employ his 
slaYea in the State of Maryland and in the State of Delaware," was read 
a third time by paragraphs, and the question being on the final paimge 
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of the bill, the yeas and nays were ordered, which being taken were as 
follows: 

Yeas.-Messrs. Collins, Cooch, Jones, Miles, Naudain, Taylor, N. Tun
nell, Vaughan, and Mr. Speaker-9. 

Nays.-Messrs, Bradford, Bellah, Carlisle, Caulk, Postles, Rodney 
W. Tunnell and Wilson-8, ' 

So the bill 

:Mr. Cooch then moved, 

That the vote thereon be reconsidered. 

Which motion 

Passed the House. 

Prevailed. 

The question again being on the final passage of the bill, the yeas and 
nays Wfire ordered; which being taken, were as follows :- . 

Yeas.-Messrs. Collins, Jones, Naudain, N. Tunnell, and Mr. Speaker 
-5. 

Nays.-Messrs. Bradford~ Bellah, Carlisle, Caulk, Comegys, Cooch, 
Marshall, Miles, Postles, Rodney, 'l'aylor, W, Tunnell, Vaughan, and 
Wilsoi;i-14. 

So the bill was /Ast. 
Ordered, that the Senate be informed thereof. 

On motion of Mr. Rodney, 

The bill entitled" An act to amend the Act entitled 'An act direct
ing the manner of apointing in this State, electors of ];'resident aud Vice 
President of the United States/" was read a, third time by paragraphs, 
and, Passed the.House. -

. Ordered, to the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Caulk, 

The bill entitled " An act to incorporate the. Farmers' Mutual Fire In
surance Company of St. Georges and Appoquinimink Hundi:eds, in New 
Castle County,", was read a third time by paragraphs, and the.question 
being on the final passage of the llill, the y~as and nays were ,ordered ; 
which being taken, were as follows :-

. . 
Y eas.-Messrs. Bradford, Bellah, Carlisle, Caulk, , Collins,. Cooch, 

Jones, Miles, Naudain, Postles, Rodney, Taylor, N~ Tunnell, w~ Tun
nell, Vaughan, Wilson and Mr, Speaker-17. 

Nays.-0. 
So the bill : Passed tlie, ]!ou~e. 
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Ordered to the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, 

The bill entitled " An act to procure a map of this State," was read 
a third time by paragraphs, and the question being on the final passaO'e 
of the bill, · 0 

Mr. Comegyimoved, 

That the furthet · consideration of the bill be postponed; on which 
motion, the yeas and nays being called, were as follows :- . 

Yeas.-Messrs. Bradford, Collins, Comegys, Cooch, Jones, l\farshall, 
.Miles, Naudain, Taylor, N. Tunnell,,Vaughan, and Mr. Speaker-12. 

Nays.-Messrs, Bellah, Carlisle, Caulk, Rodney, W. Tunnell, and 
Wilson---'6. 

So the motion Prevailed. 
Mr. Naudain, from the Committee to whom was referred the Resolu

tion from the Farmers' Convention, relative to the payment of taxes, 
presented the following report, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read as follows :-

The Committee to whom was referred the Resolution from the Far
mers' Convention, relative to the payment of taxes, beg leave respect
fully to report, that they are unanimous in the opinion, that it is inexpe
dient to legislate upon the subject. 

Mr. Naudain then moved, 

That the report be adopted. 

Which motion Prevailed. 

Mr. Bradford, from the Committee to whom was referred the petition 
of J. W. Weir and others, reported a bill entitled " An act to incorpo
rate Delaware Lodge, No. 1, of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows 
of the State of Delli.ware," which, 

On his motion, 

Was read. 

. . ~. Collins presented a petition from Benjamin Thistlewood for an 
act to·condemn certain land adjoining his premises, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read and referred to a committee of thr-ee with leave to.report 
by bill or otherwise. 
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Whereupon, 

, Messrs. Collins, Cooch, and Marshall, were appointed said Commit
tee. 

Mr. Carlisle presented a petition from Henry and Eleanor Bradley, 
for a divorce, which, 

On his motion, , 

Was read and referred to a committee of three with leave to report 
by bill or otherwise. 

Whe_reupon, 

Messrs. Carlisle, Naudain, and Martin, were appointed said Commit
tee. 

Mr. Miles presented a petition from W. McCaulley and others, pray
ing for a law exempting certain articles from seizure for debt, which, 

On bis motion, 

Was read, and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report 
by bill 9r otherwise. . 

Whereupon, 

'Messrs. Miles, Comegys, and N. Tunnell were appointed said Com
mittee. 

The House then adjourned until 3 o'clock t~is afternoon. 

Same Day, 3 o'clock, P • .M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Miles moved, 

That when the House adjourns, it adjourns until 3 o'clock on Monday 
next. 

Which motion Prevailed. 
On motion of Mr. W. Tunnell, 

The bill entitled" An act for the relief of Charles Draper," was read 
a third third time by paragraphs, and P'assecl the Jlouse. · 

Ordered to the Senate. 

The House then adjourned. 
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MONDAY, January 29tk, 3 o'clock, P. M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Comegys presented a petition from Gardner H. Wright and 
others, praying for an act to incorporate the Delaware Rail Road Com
pany," which, 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to the Committee upon that subject. 

Mr. Carlisle, from the Committee of Enrollment reported the follow• 
ing Bills as being correctly enrolled, viz : 

"An act to incorporate the Kent County Mutual Insurance Company." 

." An act authorizing David C. Swain, Guardian of Robert B. Swain, 
a lunatic, to sell and convey the interest of the said lunatic in certain 
real estate in New Castle County." 

" A further additional supplement to the Act entitled " An act to in
corporate ~ Bank in the Borough of Wilmington in this State." 

"An act to revive, re-enact and re-establish an act passed on the 
thirty-first of January eighteen hundred and twenty-five, entitled' A 
supplement to the Act entitled An act to incorporate the Cherry Island 
Marsh Company,'•and also an act passed on the eighteenth of January 
eighteen hundred and forty-three, entitled ' A supplement to an act 
entitled An act to incorporate the Cherry Island Marsh Company,' and 
to confirm the acts and proceedings of said Company under and by 
virtue thereof." 

Mr. Miles presented a petition from the citizens of New Castle, for 
a law authorizing the opening of·a new street in said town, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to a committee of three with leave to re.port 

by bill or otherwise. 
Whereupon, 
Messrs. Miles, Rodney and Comegys were app:>inted said Committee. 

Mr. Taylor presented a claim from Messrs. J. & B. Orne & Co. of Phi-=~~' f9r farpeting for the floor of the House of Representatives, 

011 his motion, 
Wu referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr.'Com~gys presented° a petition from James A. Dunning and others, 
for a law authorizing tha, Town· Commissioners of Dover, to widen 
North street, which, · 

0 
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On his motion, 
Was read and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report 

by bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 
Messrs. Comegys, Collins, and Cooch were appointed said Committee .. 

On motion of Mr. Comegys, 

The Senate's amendments to the bill entitled " An act to enable 
Warner M. Cowgill to locate. certain vacant salt marsh situate in Kent 
County, and to complete his title to the same," were read as follows :-

IN SENATE, January 23d, 1849. 

Amend the bill by striking out in the second line of Section 3, the 
words " return of said plot," and insert in lieu thereof, the words 
" passage of this Act." 

Alw, by striking out in third line of said third Section, the words 
"fifty cents" and in lieu thereof insert the wqrds " one dollar." 

Al~, by adding a fourth Section in the following words, to wit :

'SEO, 4.-.llnd be it further enacted, That this grant shall be subject 
to any use which the public may ever have to any part of the marsh, 
~nted hereby for any public purpose ; and shall conflr no right to any 
fishery and that the said marsh shall be located and patented in one 
year from the passage of this Act, or the said Act shall be void." 

J. R. LOFLAND, 
For concurrence. Clerk of the Senate. 

Mr. Comegys then ofi'ered the following amendments, which~ 

On his motion, 

Were read as follows :-

Amend the said amendment as follows, viz :-

Strike out the words " one dollar" in the fifth line thereof, and insert 
" fifty cents" in lieu ther1iof. 

Also, amend the same by inserting the following between the words 
"to" and " any" in the tenth line thereof, viz :-'' Locate the said 
marsh" at any 'other place than along the eastern edge of a channel lead
ing into Simon's Creek, on the south side thereof called " Bay Strait," 
the form of the same to be as nearly that of a parallelograpi four times 
as long as bi:oad, as the course of the said channel will permit, nor any 
right to." 

Mr. Comegys then moved, 
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That the amendment be adopted ; 

Which motion, Prevlliled. 
?n motion of Mr. Comegys, 

The amendment as amended was then concurred in by the House. · 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Taylor presented a petition from William M. Dorsey and others, 
for a law authorizing the opening of a road from 'Barker's Landing, 
which, 

On his motion, 

Was read and referred to the Committee upon that subject. 

Mr. Comegys from the Committee to whom was referred the petition 
-0f J. A. Moore, reported a bill entitled "An act to authorize the Clerk 
of the Orphans' Court in and for Kent County, to procure a New Seal 
,of.Office;" which, 

On his motion, 

·was read. 

Mr. Miles from the Committee of enrollment, reported the following 
.blUs as being correctly enrolled, viz: . 

"A Supplement to the Act entitled ' An act to incorporate the Trus
. tees of the Georgetown Academy in Georgetown, Sussex County.'" 

" An act to enable Charles H. Heverin and Outten L. Heverin. to 
locate certain vacant land in Dover Hundred, in Kent County, :and to 
complete their title to the same." · 

" An act for the relief of Benjamin Holt." 

Mr. Miles presented a petition from John :W,1Jackson and others, for 
a law exempting certain articles from seizure for debt; which, 

On his motion, 

Was read and referred to the Committee upon that subject. 

Mr. Taylor presented a petition from Joseph H. Riley and others, for 
a law exempting certain articles from seizure for debt, which, 

On bis motion, 

Was read and referred to the Committee· upon that subject. 

Mr. Caulk ·presented a petition from Thomas Mitchell and other,, 
praying for a law to increase the numeer and regulate the duties of 
.Assessors in New Castle County, which, 
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On his moti.on, 
Was read and referred to a Committee of tlmie with leave to report 

by bill or otherwise, 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Caulk, Miles, and Cooch, were appointed said Committee. 

Mr. Naudain from the Committee to whom was referred the petition 
of Jacob V. Naudain and others, reported a bill entitled "A further 
Additional Supplement to the act entitled 'An act to restrain person» 
from sufferiag swine to go at large within certain limits,' " which, 

On his motion, 

Was read. 
The Heuse then adjourned until 10 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

TUESDAY, January 3oth, 10 o'cZock, .fl. • .71:t 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

:Mr, Bellah presented a remonstrance from Samuel G. Chandler and 
others, against any alteration .of the road laws, which, , 

On his m0tion, 

Was .read and referred to the Committee on that subject. 

Mr.. Tay'lor presented .a petition from C. T. Flemming for an act 
authorizing him to change the course of Swan Creek, through his prem
ises, which, 

On motion ·of Mr. Taylor, 

Was read and referred to a Commilitiie of three with leav-e to report 
J>y bill or otherwise. 

Whereu,pon, 

Messrs. Taylor, Collins,and Marshall were appointed said Committee. 
Mr. Carlisle from the Committee to whom was referred the petition 

..,r C. B. Sipple and others, asked, and, 

On motion of Mr, Caulk, 
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Obtained further time in which to report. 

Mr. Collins presented a petition from T. J. Moore and others, for an 
act to incorporate the Delaware Rail Road Company, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read and referred to the Committee on that subject. 

On motion of Mr. Collins, 

The bill entitled, "An act to divorce Jenifer Anderson and Margaret 
Anderson," was read :i. second time. 

Mr. Miles presented a petition from Benjamin Whiteman and others, 
for a law to exempt certain articles from seizure for debt, which,, 

. On his motion, 

Was read and referred to the Committee on that subject. 

Mr. &adford presented a petition from J. W. Duncan and others, for 
establishing a new street in the city of Wilmington, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read and referred to a Committee of three with leave to report 
by bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Bradford, Bellah, and Naudain, were appointed said Com
mittee. 

Mr. Miles presented a petition from D. W. Gemmill and others, pray
ing for An act authorizing the opening of a new street in the town of 
New Castle, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read and referred to the Committee on that subject. 

Mr. Miles from the Committee to whom was referred that portion of 
the Gc;ivernor's Message relative to the Guardianship of the Insane, asked, 
and, 

On motion of Mr. Caulk, 

Obtained further time in which to report. 

Mr. M?-TshaH presented a remonstrance from David Walker and others, 
~t)St any change in the law relatiye to swine :,;unni:ilg at large in 
.Sussex County, which, 

On his motion, 

Was .read and .referred to the Committee on that wbject. 
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On motion of Mr, Naudain, 

The bill entitled " A further Additional Supplement to the Act enti
tled. ' An act to restrain persons from auffering swin.e to run at large 
within certain limits,' " was read a second time. · 

On motion of Mr. Bradford, 

The bill entitled "An act to incorporate Fairfax Lodge, No. 8, of the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, of the city of Wilmington, in the 
State of Delaware," was read a second time. · 

On motion of Mr. Bradford, 

The bill entitled "An act to incorporate Delaware Lodge No. 1, of 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, of the State of Delaware," was 
read a second time. 

Mr. Postles pr~sented a-petition from C. T. Flemming and others, 
praying for a law imposing a tax upon Bonds and Mortgages, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to the Committee upon that subject. 

l\a Naudain presented a petition from Israel Townsend, for an alter
atio!'of the License Law, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read and referred to the Committee upon that subject. 

Mr, Jon~s from the Committee to whom was referred the petition of 
J. •D, Rodney and others, asked, and, 

On motion of Mr, Wilson, 

Obtained further time in which to report. 

Mr, Lofl.and, Clerk of the Senate being admitted, informed the House, 
that the Senate had concurred in the passage of the Resolutions appoint
ing a Committee to procure the Original Caarters of this State. 

Also, that the Senate had passed and requested the concurrence of 
the House in a bill entitled " An Additional Supplement to the Act 
entitled ' An act to prohibit the emigration of free negroes and mulat
toes into this State, and for other purposes,' " 

Also, that the Senate bad passed, and requested the concurrence of 
the House in a bill entitled " An act to prevent hogs or swine from 
running at large within certain· limits herein mentioned in Duck Creek 
Hundred, in Kent County." · 

Also, that the Senate had passed and requested the concurrence of 
the House in a bill entitled "An. act to incorporate the Washington . 
Fire Company of the city of Wilmington." 
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Also, that the Senate had passed and requested the concurrence of 
the House in a bill entitled "An act to divorce Susanna Anderson and 
Charles Henry Anderson." 

Also, that the Senate had passed and requested the concurrence of 
the House in a bill entitled " An act for the preservation of the Presby
terian Grave Yard at Pigeon Run." 

And he withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. Rodney, 

The bills from the Senate for concurrence were read. 

On motion of Mr. Rodney, 

The bill entitled " An act authorizing the sale and conveyance of 
certain real estate in Christiana Hundred, late of Patrick McFadgen, 
deceased ; and prescribing the mode of disposal of the proceeds of said 
sale," was read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Bradford, 

The bill entitled " An act to authorize and empower the Levy Court 
of-New Castle County to purchase or condemn the Wilmington Bri,age," 
was taken up for consideration. · 

Mr. Bradford offered the following amendment, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read as follows :-

Amend the Preamble by striking out after the word " Bridge" in the 
sixth line of the said Preamble, the words" either by purchase or con
demnation." 

Mr. Bradford moved, 

That the amendment be adopted. 

Which motion, Prevailed. 

Mr. Bradford then offered the following additional amendment, which,. 

On his motion, 

Was read as follows ; 

Amend the first section by striking out the Proviso in the said sec. 
tion-being all after the word " Bridge ,, in the thirteenth line . thereof. 

On motion of Mr. Bradford, 

The amendment was 

Mr. Bradford moved,. 

.lldopted. 
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'.I'o amend the bill furtherther by erasing the second section thereof. 

Which motion Prevailed. 
' 

The House then adjourned until 3 o'clock this afternoon. 

Same Day, 3 o'clock, P • .M.. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Comegys, 

The bill entitled " An act concerning the division of School Districts 
No. IO, No. 11, No. 13 and No. 17 in Kent County," was read a second 
time. 

Mr. Comegys moved, 

That the blank in the first section of the bill be filled with the names 
of Jmijamin Husbands, Francis B. Harper, and Benjamin Whetman, 

~lch motion Prevailed. 

On motion of Mr. Miles, 

The bill entitled" An act to incorporate the New Castle County 
Mutual Insurance Company," was read a second time. 

Mr. Taylor presented a petition from Samuel P. Godwin and others, 
for an act to incorporate the Chrystal Fount Lodge No. 11, of the In· 
dependent Order of Odd Fellows, at Milford, Delaware, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read, and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report 
by hill or otherwise. . 

· W:heteupon, 

Messrs. Taylor, Postles and Jones were appointed.said Committee. 

Mr. Collins presented a petition from James H. Smith and others, for 
l!n act t.o ~o~pora~.the DelaW;~e Rail;Road Qqpipany, w~ch, 

. On his motion, 

Was read and referred to the Committee on that subject. 

On motion of Mr. Miles, 

The bill entitled " A supplement to an act entitled ' An .act to incor-
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porate the Delaware Fire Insurance Company,'" was read a aeeond 
time. 

1\fr. Miles offered the following amendments, which, 

On his motion, 
Were read ~s follows :-

Amend the bill by filling the blank in the second section with the 
words "first Monday of March and on the first Monday of September." 

Also by inserting in the first line of the third section the words "halt 
yearly" instead of "yearly," and in the third line in the same section 
after the words " in cash" the words " at the rate of." 

Also in the first line of the seventh section, after the word "perma
nent," insert the words" and others." 

Mr. Miles moved, 
That the amendment be adopted.· 

Which motion Prevailed. 

Mr. Bellah presented a remonstrance from Jesse Chandler and others, 
against any alteration of the road laws, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read and referred to the Committee on.that subject. 

The House then adjourned until 10 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

WEDNESDAY, January 31st, 10 o'clock, .I/,. M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

Mr. Rodney, from the Committee to whom was referred sun~ peti· 
tions upon the subject of the license law of this State, asked; and, 

On motion of Mr. Caulk, 
Obtained further time in which to report. 

Mr. Taylor, from the Committee·to whom was ref'ei'redt~e petiti~n 
of Samuel P. Godwin and others, reported a bill entitled ,~: An a-ct· to 
incorporate Chrystal Fount Lodge, No. 10, of the hleep.endeot Ord.er of 
Odd Fellows, at Milford, Delaware ;" which, 

On his motion, 
p 
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Was read. 
On_ motion of Mr. Comegys, 

The bill entitled "An act concerning the division of School Districts 
Nos. 10, 11, 13 and 17, in Kent County," was read a third time by 
paragraphs, and the question being on the final passage of the bill, the 
yeas and nays were ordered, which being taken were as f?llows :-

Yeas.-Messrs. Bradfor~, Bellah, Carlisle, Caulk, Collins, Comegys, 
. Cooch, Jones, Marshall, Miles, Naudain, Postles, Rodney, Taylor, N. 
Tunnell, Wilson and Mr. Speaker-17 • 

.N'ays.-0. 

So the bill Passed the House. 
Ordered to the Senate. 

Mr. Marshall offered the following Resolution, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read as follows :-

Resolved, That the Committee · on elections be instructed to rise, 
report progress~ and ask leave to sit again on the first Monday in May. 

ltr. Marshall then moved, 

That the Resolution be adopted . • 
Mr. Miles moved, 

To amend the Resolution by striking out the words cc first Monday in 
May," and inserting in lieu thereof the ·Nords "thirty-first of January," 

Which motion was Lost. 

Mr. Bradford then offered the following amendment, which, 

On bis motion, 

Was read as follows:-

Strike out ail after the word "Resolved" and insert the following in 
lieu thereof, viz':-'-

That the Committee on 'Mections be required to ·report progress to 
this House in the matter of the contested election between Samuel D. 
Vaughan, and John Mathews, and in the matter of the claim of William 
S. Rall to a seat made vacant by a tie vote between the said Williams. 
Hall and Thomas Robinson, of A. 

Mr. Bradford moved, 

That the amendment be adopted, 
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Which motion Prevailed. 

On motion of Mr. Bradford, 

The Resolution as amended was then .11.dopted. 
Mr. Marshall then offered the following Resolution, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read as follows :-

Resolved, That the Committee of elections be discharged from any 
further consideration of the matter. 

Mr. Marshall moved, 

That the Resolution be adopted ; on which motion the yeas and nays 
being called for and taken, were as follows : 

Yeas.-Messrs. Cooch, Jones, Marshall, N. Tunnell, and Wilson-5. 
Nays.-Messrs. Bradford, Bellah, Carlisle, Caulk, Collins, Comegy11, 

Miles, Naudain, Postles, Rodney, Taylor, and Mr. Speaker-12. 
· So the motion was Lost. 

Mr. Rodney, from the Committee on Elections to whom was referred 
the petition of John Mathews, and the petition of William S. Hall, pre
sented the following Statement, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read as follows:-

To the House of Representatives of the State of Ddaware. 
On behalf of the Committee of Elections to whom was referred the 

petition of John Mathews, contesting the seat of Samuel D. Vaughan, 
Esq., and also the petition of William S. Hall, claiming the seat from 
Sussex County made vacant by reason of a tie vote between the said 
William S. Hall and Thomas Robinson of A., the undersigned, a major
ity of that Committee, beg leave to report:-

That upon the reception of the petitions, committed to them, they 
procee1fod te institute an investigation into the matters contained in the 
said petitions. That since that time they have been diligently engaged 
in examining witnesses and hearing testimony in relation to the claim 
of the aforesaid first named petitioner :-that having required him to file 
specifications of the names of the voters whose right of suffrage was 
denied, they find, from the lists exhibited to them, nearly or qui~e a 
thousand individuals whose right to vote is contested for divers causes 
of alledged illegality, and they are driven irresistably to the fODclusion, 
that the investigation cannot terminate until long after tne probable 
time when this General Assembly must conclude its session, if indeed, 
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as the undersigned extremely doubt, any satisfactory judgment can ever 
be rendered in the premises. . 

Your Committee are aware of the difficulties which suggest themselves 
to the House, to preclude it from discharging them from the further 
consideration of the subject; but in view of the probable duration of the 
investigation, the improbability that any just conclusion can ever be 
reached, the enormous expense to be incurred by the State, and the 
inutility in point of fact of determining the case either one way or the 
other, impe~ the majorit)'. of your Committee to appe~l to th~ House of 
Representatives for its d1recbon, and to request the mstruchon of the 
House whether they shall proceed any further in the investigation. 

(Signed,) T. M. RODNEY, 
JOHN A. COLLINS, 
PHILIP C. JONES, 
EDWARD G. BRADFORD. 

On motion of Mr. Miles, 

The f~,her consideration of the foregoing statement was postponed 
until 4 o'clock this afternoon. 

Mr. Marshall presented a petition from Richard Paynter and others, 
pra~ng for a law authorizing the erection of a bridge in Sussex County, 
which, 

On his motion, 

Was read and referred to a committee of three with leave to report 
by bill or otherwise. · 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Marshall, N, Tunnell and Carlisle were appointed said Com
mittee •• 

· On motion of Mr. Rodney, 

The bill entitled "An act authorizing the sale and conveyance of 
certain real estate in Christiana Hundred late of Patrick M'Fadgen, 
deceased; and i,rescribing the mode of disposal of the proceeds of said 
sale," iwauead a third time by paragraphs, and Passed the House. 

Ordered t() the Senate. 

On motion of Mr, Bellah, 

The bill entitled "An act to authorize and empower the Levy Court 
of New Castle County to purchase or condemn the Wilmington Bridge," 
was read a third time by paragraphs, and the question being on the final 
puiage of the bill, . . 

Mr, Miles moved, 
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That the further consideration thereof be postponed until Friday 
next; on which motion, the yeas and nays being called for and taken 
were as follows.:-

' Yeas.-Messrs. Carlisle, Caulk, Collins, Marshall, Miles, and Naudain 
-6. 

Nays.-Messrs. Bradford, Bellah, Cooch, Jones, Postles, Rodney, 
Taylor, N. Tunnell, Wilson and Mr. Speaker-10. 

So the motion was Lost. 
Mr. Bradford then moved, 

To amend the title of the bill, by striking out the words " or con
demn." 

Which motion Prevailed. 

The question again being on the final passage of the bill, the yeas 
and nays were ordered which being taken were as follows:-

Yeas.-Messrs. Bradford, Bellah, Carlisle, Caulk, Collins, Cooch, 
Jones, Marshall, Miles, Naudain, Postles, Rodney, Taylor, N. Tunnell, 
and Mr. Speaker-15. 

Nays.-0. 

So the bill Passed the House. 
Ordered to the the Senate for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr, Rodney, 
The bill entitled "An act to incorporate a Bank in Delaware City 

under the name of the Delaware City.Bank," was taken up:for consider
ation. 

Mr. Rodney offered the following amendment, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read as follows:-

Amend the bill by striking out in the twelfth section after the words 
"so to do," these words :-" by first paying the State, the additional suin 
of two thousand dollars." 

Mr. Rodney then moved, 
That the amendment be adopted ; on which motion, the yeas and nays 

being called for and taken, were as follows :-

Ym.-Messrs. Bradford, Caulk, Collins, Cooch, Jones, Mirihall, 
Niles, Naudain, Postles, Rodney, Taylor, N. Tunnell, and Wilson,.;...13. 

Nap.-Mr. Carlisle,and Mr. Speaker-2. 
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So the amendment was .!ldopled. 

On motion of Mr. Rodney, 

The further consideration ?f the bill was then postponed. 

On motion of Mr. Caulk, 

The bill entitled " An act for the preservation of the Presbyterian 
Grave Yard at Pigeon Run," was read a second time. 

Mr. Bellah, presented a remonstrance from Alexis I. Dupont and 
others, against the taxing of bonds and mortgages, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read and referred to the. Committee on that suLject~ 

Mr. Marshall, from the Committee to whom was referred that portion 
of the Governor's Message relative to the safe keeping of the public 
arms, p~esented the following report,.which, 

On his motion, 

Was read as follows :-

The Committee to whom was referred so much of the Governor's 
Message as relates to the condition of the public arms, beg leave to 
report:-

That they have viewed the Arsenal in which said arms are deposited, 
at Dover, and from its delapidated and ruinous condition it is. manifest 
that the arms are exceedingly exposed and insecure. It is impossible 
that the building can be so repaired as to keep them in proper order. 

Your Committee further report, that in their judgment th~ safety and 
proper keeping of said arms demand that an appropriation should be 
made for the fitting up of a part of the basement under the Hall of the 
HousE_l of Representatives, and that an appropriation be made out of any 
money in the Treasury, not otherwise appropriated, The Committee 
therefore recommend the following Resolution :-

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the State of 
Delaware, in General ./lssembly met,· That the State Treasurer be, and he 
is hereby authorized to pay to the Sheriff of Kent County any sum not 
exceeding one hundred and fifty dollars for the purpose of fitting up a 
portion of the basement under the Hall of the House of Representatives,, 
as an Arsenal. · 

Mr. Marshall moved, 

To postpone the 'consideration of the report of the Committee until 
this afternoon, · 

Which motion1 Prevailed. 
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On motion of Mr. Bradford, 

The bill entitled "An act to incorporate Fairfax Lodge, No. 8, of the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, of the city of Wilmington, in the 
State of Delaware," was read a third time by paragraphs, and the ques
tion being on the final passage of the bill, the yeas and nays were order
ed, which being taken were. as follows:-

Yeas.-Messrs. Bradford, Bellah, Carlisle, Caulk, C~llins, Come<>'ys," 
Cooch, Jones, Marshall, Miles, Naudain, Postles, Rodney, Taylor,"' N. 
Tunnell, Wilson and Mr. Speaker-17. 

Nays.-0. 

So the bill · Passed the House. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Naudain, 

The bill entitled "A further additional supplement to the Act enti
tled ' An act to restrain persons from suffering swine to run at large 
within certain limits,' " was read a third time by paragraphs, and 

Passed the House. 
Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

The House then adjourned until 3 o'clock this afternoon. 

Same Day, 3 o'clock, P • .M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Bellah presented a remonstrance from George Jones and others, 
against granting to the City Council of Wilmington authority to in· 
crease the city debt, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read and referred to the Committee upon that subject. 

On motion of Mr. Bradford, · 

The bill entitled" An act to incorporate Delaware Lodge ~o. 1, of 
the Independent Order of Od4 Fellows, of the. State of Delaware," was 
read a third time by paragraphs, and the question being on the final 
passage of the bill the yeas and nays were ordered, which being taken 
were ~ follows :-
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