Buencos Alres, Argentina, June 19, 1947
No. 2706

Subject: Luncheon by President of iArgentine for
smbassador lessersmith

The Honorable
The Seeretary of 3tate,
Washington,

Sir:

i have the honor to report that on June 18, Ambassador
lesseramith was tendered a formal luncheon bty the FPresi-
dent of the Argentine Hepublie in the Casa Hosada, 88 a
tribute to him on the eve of his departure for the United
Jtates, There were approximately one hundred and fifty
persons present, including the members of the President's
Cabinet, the Vice rresideat, the Cardinal-:rchbishop,
heads of the irmed Iorces, and the leasders of the two
Houses of Congress as well as the Chiefs of the Diplomatic
Kissions, 4ill of the latter wers present excepting the
Russisn Ambassador,

Following the luncheon warm tribute was paid to
Ambassador liessersmith by Foreign Minister Pramuglie snd
Preaident Ferdn, both of whom expressed the deep apprecias-
tion which the Argentine Covernment and people have for
him a8 an outastanding representative of the Government of
the United States and & friend of Argentina, Texts of the
spesches delivered by the FPresident and the Foreign kilnis-
ter are transmitted herewith. /A copy of the Ambassador's
speech hes already been sent to the Department,

There oan be no doubt as to the high esteem in which
kr. Vessersmith is held by officials of the Argentine Cove
ernment as well as by the Chiefs of the forelgan Diplomatie
Missions in this Capital, Practiecally all of the latter
have expressed their deep regret that kr, lessersamith is
leaving the Argentine, and in personal conversations with
members of the Zmbasay staflf have been critiecal of our
Government's policy in replacing him, They feel that the
Ambassador hes had an extremely beneficial influence on
the highest officials of the irgentine Government and that
this influence, which has been » moderating one, is one which
can be ill-dispensed with at the present time, not only as
concerns relations between the United States and Argentins
but as well as relations with the other ‘mericas,

Resapectfully yours,
For the Ambassador:

Gidney E, 0'Donoghpe
Enclosure: Counselor of Imbesssy
Clippings from Ls Haeién
To the Department in qundrugliaato.
Copy to Chief, Division of Hiver Flate Affairs.
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