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a n J G A L I L E 0 
There was much learning but little real knowledge 

in Galilee's ime (r564-r642). ristotle was swal­
lowed in bad Latin translations. lpse dixit. • ro 
one checked him by what seemed vulgar, coarse 
experiment. 

alileo fought against the dead hand of tradition. 
He did not argue about Aristotle, but put him to 
the test. Aristotle led his readers to believe that of 
two bodies the hea vier will fall the faster. Galileo 
simply climbed to the top of the eaning Tower of 
Pi a and drop ed two unequal weights. The "best 
peo le' were horrified· they even refused to believe 
the re ult that the weights reached the ground in 
equal times. 

" ook at the world and experiment, experiment," 
cried alileo. 

The biggest man in the 16th century was not Gal­
ilea in popular e timation, but uleiman the fagni­
ficent, the ttoman mperor, who swept through 

a · ern Europe \\ ith fire and sword and almo ca 
tured Yienna. \\' here i hi magnificence nm ? 

~alile ga' e u cience-e tabli hed the paramount 
righ of e · erirnental e\·idence. uleiman did little 
t help he world. 

Hardly an e. nment is made in modern cience 
wh ich d not lr :ralileo' results. \\hen, for 
in .· tance the phy ici t in he e earch abora orie 
o ·the • neral lee ric om any tud he mo ion 
f le rron in rarifie a mo pher or e. perimen t 

he efficienc,." of enentor and mo o . 
alileo' ~ am le and uh titute facts 
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