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OUR POLITICAL STATUS.

S, T

M. PRESIDEXT AXD FrLpow-Creragpyss:—I am befopee yom
to-day to present o few thoughts on our political statue. 1 come
ot in the interest of any party or seet, but in behalf of the rights
of the colored people of these United States, which to me are of
infinitely more importance than party or party organization.

As it race we have had an existence of & little more than two
hundred and sixty years in Ameriea, either as slaves or as free-
men.  From the time the first Dateh vessel landed with its car-
go of African <laves on the eonst of Vieginia, negro slavery, ne-
wro oppression aml negro degradation have cursed the country.
The old slave oligarehy, however, ufter the loss of hundreds of
hundreds of precious lives amd the expenditure of mints of mo-
ney, ermmbled and fell, and it was hoped that the darkest days in
onr eountry’s history had possed, and that a new era had dawned
upon us.  But our hopes have nat yet been renlized.  To-day
tlvere exist forms of servitude in the Houthern States, ostracism
and enste in our Northern States that can only find a parsllel in
aont@bottium times,

The Aet known as the Missouri Compromise, passed in 1520
showed that the colored man hid beeotme an important factor in
Ameriean politics, nut setively but pussively, As years rolled
on, and a8 the exeitement grew in intensity, the philanthropie
vilees of Gerrit Bmith, Wm. Loy Garrison, Wendell Phillips,
Charles Sumner, Frederick Dongrlnss and others, were hearnd in
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strong protest sgainst oppression and loudly in favor of liberty
and equality,  John Brown, whose body Hes moulidering In the
grave, while his great soul is still marehing on, died in behalf of
the liberty of this same people with whom we are identified.
Surely we cannot remnin quiet or inactive st o juncture like this,
Times demand counsel and concerted netion on our part. Clr-
cumstanees demand that we rise up as one man sl strike in be-
half of o down-trodden people. Wil wedo 1t? Tt remains for

us to decide now what shall be done for outselves amd for our
COUNLEY.

The thest object to be - seenred among us 18 0 more perfect uni-
ty and a better understanding o8 to what methods of prpeedure
are best adapted to abl vs In changing  our prosent con ion.
The speeific object of this Confercnce, T take it, Is to promoste
mare effeetunlly our genern! welfure; to devise ways and means
by which our common interests may be the more speredly gunrd-
ed,

This is not o movement that should aronse suspiclon, since
all races and elnsses of eitizens hnve had similar gatherings, for
similar purposes.  Indeed it would be steange, gentlemen, if un-
der the clreumstances, we were not moved to take some action in
our own behalf.  Our eivil and politieal rights are withheld from
us; our lberty is placed in jeopandy, aml we as o mee are ostri-
ciged and outraged,  Justive is trmmpled under foot, in the face
of the stern faet that the Nutional safety lies in Natlonal justice,
and that no government is safe that permits such outrages to es-
cupe punishment,

" Eo simple a thing as an unjust tax on tea precipitated the
Ameriean Revolution.  The outenge and inhumanity of slavery
produced the greastest eivil war in all history. Outrages now
practiced upon the colored people of the South will produce ke

consequences if long tolerated.”"—Ohio State Journal, December
&6, 1883,

I am not Jewish enough to advocate an eye for an eye or o
tooth for a tooth, but T do insist upon safMcient harmony in our
own divided ranks to demand, unitedly, protection, recognition
and equality before the law. It I= gratifying to observe that af-
ter the Supreme Court of the United States has taken the pains
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to declare the Clvil Rights il pneonstitutional, the States are
now heginning, though slowly, 1o take the matter in hand, This
is u step in the right direetion, and is the only way to wipe out
speedily that infamons decision.

We are advised to wait and be patient. We have waited,
anil we have been patient ; yes, more than this, woe have, ln a
sopse, prostrated ourselves ot the feet of the government gnil re-
monstrated with it to give us our rlehts awd protect us in the cu-
joyment of our fropdom.  What hns beert the resnlt?  Nothing
as yel. 1o parts of the South the Hfe of & negro 1% the least val-
unhite of all Hving creatures, In Kentucky, one Thomns Crit-
tonden killed a colored man for testifying to the trath, In Gear-
gin another was takoon from his besd at midnight, arrid, fenthered
and mercilossly whipped hecntisd i alured to rise the wiges of
negrins by oifering them #£1.25 per diew, fhtend of the usual M
conts, to belp him finish o contrict.

Negroes ure shot down if they testify agninst white men, and
are likewise shot down if they cofiise todoso. I they attempt
o assert thelr eivil and political rlehits in any anly way, they
are mobbed, hutehered and killed, If they nominate or us=ist in
poninating one of their own number for office, the ery i= at onee
heard, “negroes are drawing the race issue’

The following, entitled *Short stapled to the Front," ex-
plains ftself, 10 s from a Southern papers

WA report wins current on the street that the ne-grf-n will hang
ot o eandidate for mayor, either one of their owh number or
gome white man pledged to run the eity ut their dictation. of
the two alternatives we prefer the former. Since the step hus
been taken, the white men of Athens (Ga.) should hold o publie
meeting and center upon some woodd 1man, roquesting the other
candidates to come down, which they would doubtless do under
the clrenmstances.  Now 1s ns grood o time os any to daw the
mee lssue, sinee the neghoes have st the example.”’

Thiz s poor logie, and if true, every thne & white man is nom-
inated for an office, the raee jesue is Nikewise drawn. If the nom-
ination of o NEERo AN MERNS 4 e jsene, the nomination of &
white man means the same, anil we as eolored citizens of this
grent Republie have the samne ground that our white eitizenshave
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o rise up h: apposition, The sooner l'lﬂwL liillil of argument is
dlepensed with, the better willit be for all coneerned, What
difftrence dovs it mnke 1 b dloiss nominate oie of his fellows for
any Jegitimate position? D mo other people the snme? Btrange
ot rine 1= this!

Of the various nationatitied that enter as component parts in-
to this eomplex and hetrogencons government ol onrs, there is
not one eitizen who lins so et 1o say a6 how the machinery
af the goveriment shonld be ran and s to who shall govern, ns
that eitizon of Afrlean extroction, the tnegro.  No other people
with so mueh power In its hiands, (for we constitute the balones
of power i this countey so far o5 parties are coneerned,) wortlid
for o momment aet aeowe do. T lwdieve, gentlemen, that the negm
R th“ﬁlﬁ.tr the most pathent amnd the most forgiving of
any o enrth.

T4 the tajority in most of the Southern cifles and some of
the Sontlern States, sl having the halanee of pmw n many
of the Northern Siates, we =ulailt to trentrnent that the Inde-
pendent and resenting spirit of our Caicasian hrother wotild op-
pose instantly, though death quickly follow, ;

It §= o question as to what s the best to b done, as the Na-
tional Goyernmient seems powerless to render the needed protee-
tion to our Southern brethern. Under the elreamstances, it would
atmost seem best for them to Jdentify themselves with the locals
festies, nind s nnit support that wing of the Demoerey that
wonld do most for them, and, after o while, they may seeure pro-
eetion. T would sdvise meeting foree with foree, but this with
the present sentiment aeainst ns, would hardly bring about {he
desired] eied.  But, if, after employing all the legitinate means
avallable to seeure domestie trangquility and universal pesce and
prosperity, they fuil, there is no other alternptive but to use the
same weapons that foes tse ngainst them,  Let it be mderstood,
onee for all, that we demand Justice for ourselves and for our
hrethern In the South.

Wolnstiee s the ﬁu*ul. end of govermment, and when this is
;unﬂutlj’ admini=tered, all the conditions of prosperity, elthoer
Sate or Natlonal, will surely follow."'— Kelence of Government
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This is no fdle tale or speculative theory, but a uintter of fact.
Wi, therefore, onght o holid the oy erneit rosponsible, nid
rlghtly too, for nllowing outrages, plote, miassiervs ol lawless-
ness to pass unnotieed,

These out-throats, highway robboes, wilful murderars, K-
Kiur Kians, Bull-dozera, Ballot-bor Staffers. el Negro M-
Lignors vught to be swmmereily dealt with vad punished aeoord-
ing to the erimes eommittcd. :

A mere Investigation of Danville riots amd Coplah masa-
ores is not sufielent, unbess the gullty parties are made to saflee
for thise atrocities.  The distingoished Senntot from Dhio, e
Hon. John Sherman, has played n polile part, however, in it
e destred to ascertain the canses of these fendish et anil priace
these rasenls before the workd In thelr proper light.

T view, then, of the undesirablencss of our preent eomdis
tion as eltizens of this great enmmonwenlth, thes question that
concerns ws most 11:  What shall be dane €0 chotngge our palitical
statun?  What attitude aliall we axswme in motlers af publie pol-
ioy fo inawre protection in the cxoreise aof the vight of suffrage?
To obtain recognrition and to heve all ottr rights gucranfesd wa?
Thicse nre vital questions, for apon them hatigs our destiny nk
Amertean eitizens.  We cannot afftrd {0 b sl or indiserect in
any conclusions we may comoe to. Tt Ia easior o avold inlstalkos
than it ks to avoid them after they are mide, 17 we ahould eon-
gunt ourselves with our preseglopolitioal conditton, and chonld
make no efforts to inprove it, 0 would exhibit symptoms of rap-
il deeline, and would deserve all tho abuse now heaped upon us,
and mueh more.  But not so,  Weennnot be contented,  There
mnst he w ehange and that, too, spesdily.

Agnin 1 ask, what shall be done? W hint Hne of action shall
we ndopt 2 An fndependent movement las been suggested ns the
only way out of this dilemmn. Now it depends npon whit an
fndependent movement means, 1014 means stonding aloof—eiv-
ing nid to the Demoeratic party—nothing will e gained by it,
unless there b a radiesl change in fhat party, which T handly ex-
peet to oecur until after the Day of Judgment. If it means the
right to think and aet for ourselves, 1o say in, eommon with oth-
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ers, Who shall rule this country and us with it, I regard Hinksas in-
dependBntivm wwd o sto pinthe right direction,  While Tam n Ite-
publiean, “dyed in the wool” a8 some wiil probalily say, T am
not blind to the mistakes of that party.  The conellintory s
mllk-md-water poliey of Ex-President Hayves did the country
irreparable harm aul the negroes grent injary, In that it eneour-
gred Bouthern raseality and Southern outrages, by removing the
Nutlonal rifle wond bayvonet from the South, amd by leaving them
to the merey of their fornier masters, without proteetion.

Gentlemen, 1 spoak nol ns a politician, uelther as an office-
holder, nor as an oMlee-seeker, but as one desirous of fair play.
The colored man is not so different from other people after ull,
He has desires and aspirations as well as other men.  He is gwon-
ernlly as mmbitlous s other men. He desires to better his -

sdlition by the nequiring of edueation and wealth, to the smme ox-
tent as other men.  This is right and Inudable, and who will
blame him for it? The founders of the grnd old Republican
party played their pare woll when they preserved the life of the
Nuthon ; gave freedom to all jts eitizons; reconstructed the Unlon;
upheld the National honor; kept the National faith; advaneed
the National eredit; reduced the publie debt; fixed the time for
specie payment, and gave the country unparalleled prosperity, |

But the work is not yet finished.  'We ask that such laws he
enaeted as shall seeure (o every eithzen of the country, regardless
of raee or color, the full enjoyment of every eivil and politicad
Fight aceorded to the most favored, and that all stutute-laws dis-
eriminating agninst us as a people, be repenled.  The emaned pa-
tion acl brought upon the party new dutics and pew responsibil-
ities and established new relations between man and man, There-
fore It is the duty of this great party, with which we have peted
sor lomgg, to see to it that no unjust distinetions be made in fuvor
of one class at the expense of another.

A prent rurt of our [I'ﬂu“f.‘iﬂ Life is but one Vsl ]ﬂlmm{ll‘y for
sifting and ascertaining the rights, the interests, the duties of the
unnumbered and incrensing parties to our complex form of soeiul
life.”  Questions of rights and duties, that were never thought of
years ago, are now agitating civil soclety : the rights'of negro puu-
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perism; the rights of negro erlminads; the rights of negro daily
lnbor; the rights of negroes as citlzens of the Uniied States, in
restaurants, enting-houses and inne, In barber-g'ope, public eon-
vieyanees on lansd or water, theaters and other publie places of
smusement ; (the provisions of the Clvil Rights' Bill,) the rights
of negen private property ; the eight= of negro deldors and eredi-
ftors; the right= of pegro ehilidren n schools s clsewhere; the
rlghta of negro pMee=halders of officc-spekers; the rlghts of ne-
groes ns professional men, whether Inwyers, dociors, theolagints,
educntors, journalists, eapitalists or cotmon biusipes=s e,
“lhese questions, with countles othergol the same ¢lass, are ri-
sing by germs and fractions in every newspaper that one takes
up.” These are guestions that should conecrn the Hepublican
party especially, as the elwmpion of human rights.  These are
(uestions that that party, to be troe to jts orlgingl theory, eannot
ufford to ignore, and I don’t believe it will.

The Demoerats have never done anything for the negro but
enslave him.  While, on the other hand, it is troe that o large
share of the petty offices in the Bouth that are controlled by the
General Government, are held by eolored appointecs,  In the
North such appointments ave rare, 1 confiess that 1 would Tike 10
see o few more, at least, of our most prowdnent men serving their
country ss well as their race in this capacity.  We are certainly
entitled to it, and I think after s Httle thooght the Repablivan
party will come to the same conclusion.  We desire that the rep-
resentative men of the Republiean party at the National Conven-
tion in Chiengo, put none but gosd men on the tieket; men who
know their duty and will not forget it when eleeted ; men who
will not overlook the negro ss soon as eleeted. Lot them give us
some nssuranee, before election, that our interests will be eared
for in common with others, Why not?  The German has this;
the Trishman has this; the Jew has this, and in faet all other
people, exeept the colored people.  We ask this as a matter of
justhee, not to holt the party or to create any undue exeitement,
Did not colored troops display in the late civil war bravery un-
surpassed . Did they not mareh into the very jaws of death, al-
wayvs facing the enemy, never flinching? I you wish exanplis,
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turn to Fort Wagnee, MBlRen's Bend, Port Hindvon, Hort Plllow
nand other historie spots, whvre the nesea's Blood fowed frealy to
sbve the conntry from the hands of tradtoss winl o diwn=teaddon
rvee from an unthnely ol Where will yoa tind hrivery thit
surpnsscs (his?®  Wiliors will rau fad hemlsin grentor than this®
Where will you find n sghibition of wrrvnter dovitlin (o raie op
eatimtry than was fonnd i the broast of £l patriots, whn enve
up thelr Hves withont s marmue, whn el Intereata wite nt
stulee sl thelr countey was endling fg heldp? AT the negrn
wmllu..m-ulh;igit-::, be o ohitier, I8 Is not Phat b didives i
fvors than othiere }h.au-p;-_r. L b nob thiat T 18 vy s bisfid, ool
will ulways e g disturhing element In Choreh and State. Tt s
not thst hee does ol aporeciate WleesInges already roceived, and is
et grateful to those hy whom they wore bestowsil.  No, not at
nil - Tk that he desives to e pitected In the enforment of nat-
ural rights, whether ¢ivil oe politheal, which God s siven tooev-
ery citizen, whether whiite or hlaslk. '

Mr, Peter H. Clark, In reply to an artlele of wiine, printed in
the Ohio State Journal of April Tth, in which I moke the “start-
ling” assertlion that few negroes with an data af camonon sense
will dare, openly, support the Demostatie party, in Ohio Or Ly
other State, savs: “The writer's vaurlting nmbidtion® to i known
s oraele ‘o'erleaps itself,” and that T fall Into grievous vrrar,'!
Then he adids, with the same “vaulting ambitlon” whicl he has

sttributed to me, *1o be known as an ornele," ‘that it is not true

that the colored people of the cowntey are, as formorly, wnited in
matters of public policy; but it is true that thowsands with ereel-
lent eammon sense will openly support the eaudidate af the Dem -
nirratio ﬁuﬂg in the coming Presidential eloetion

AL that T eare to say here In reply to this 1=: that it is & mat-

ter to e rewretted that the solosed people are not more of & unit
In “matters of publle poliey,” when, too, their very lives are in
Jeopardy,  And further, no man should be allowed to teach vl
ored youth one hour who hias 50 far forgotten hlmeell as to open-
Iy espouse the cuuse of the Demovracy and thelr Presidential
camdidutes, before he knows who these enodidates will by andd
further still—when the trivnpl of the Domoeratle party of the
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North means the trlomph of the Demooratie party of the South,
anid o re-establishiment of the olil slaveholding regime, elther
saodifled or winmodifisd, ne best answers thelr parpeses. His logie
feowimply this: That the Donrbon Bemoemts of the South are ox-
actly vl in thelir treatisent of Degioes in that section; and that
e will givee pdditional opelay o this sort of treatinent by wld-
fng the Deminegaey of the North, whose victories are Southern
vittories, The Pemocriiic perty of tosday bs the Démoeratic par-
ty of old, por slippery and troasehionos (o he trosied,  Bora in the
bty of slavory, nuesed and rocked in the ozl of slavery ;. reared
atied edtested by the'feed le of slavery, it has sworn almost gter-
nal hatresd to the neges, exeepl - so e ns il is pecessary to utilize
Ll aw 0 steppings-stone fo oflize wid to power.

Like Ulyrae=® with the glant Poly phemus, I caresses andd cu-
Jjoles the poor colorel i until it bas wade hins drunk with
wine, then it contmits s teggible evlues.  From public rostrims
and Peoin pulplt come weatid@ing inveetives and denunelations,
The ery. H‘"'—“ forth “erush him oul ard let lim g, for this s n
white tan' vountey, and the neevs has no lehis that other wen
e hani to respect,”  The Danville rlul 1= an evidence of this,

Here an outrage wponi feve=abitling oitizens wes deliberates
ty plenned and as deliberately eeeented.—Cincinnati Commer-
elal fazelfe.

Man were shot down and babeherved lile beasta. for no ather
redaon than thet they attempted to exercise the vight of eitizen-
alidp.  Organized bands of Ku-Kilie and disguised desperadis,
Berpelitti  caned rl-;jﬂ'ﬂwn infenting neerty every  Sowthera town
and vitlage, are also anevidenve of the teulhfulness of my state-
sent, T this i not suficient to show the [‘h-mm.-mﬂr splecn nnd
hatred of the nugn, tead Blshop Plorec’s Hrode, o so-calied in-
urrluu with o vepurter, and see what o Southern divine thinks
of us. Read exiracts fom the Democeatie platfonins the country
Ve, Follow closely. Congressional Tegrislutlon.  Witeh the
movernents of Democrutic and Rebel Congréssmen. You will
ohierve that the feht Boagninst the megro o the main, with most
other sstes ae socondary.

At eonvention of l.'l'llll.l"{"r-! pien leld Tn the ¢ity of Columbus,
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Ohio, Dew, Ml 18558, o letter wins nilodresse] o Clomgrpes g ox,
of New York, asking bilm (1 wis opposed to the sugwestion) that
e would turn his attention to o (uestion which to all the eoloped
poople of the United States §s one of grontest importanee, vix:
“The unwarranted wni cowanlly shooting down, tn eold Elanl,
of Amerlean eltizens In the State of Viegindn,” The letter further
stuted that he was asked, because of lils iFmithon oy o prominent
Congressmun sl ns o hmanitarian, to glve this question lis se-
rlots attention, und 1o give his nid to the [i=sagee of sueli g lnw
as Wil proteet Anierican oftizemns In their elvll plglins, Apgain,
this request was made of b beesise of thy humanitarian posi-
thon taken by him with reforence to a cltizen of the United Stutes
wha bl violated the laws of unother nation.  Slyee he (S, S,
Cox) bad thus interstod Bimselr in one who ad this violated
law, surely he would give his attention to the mnrder of law-alj.
ding citizens ot home,  What the distinguished gentloman from
New York did with the letter | win unable tosay. 1 suppose it
wus o secret, Hke the buria] of Orantes, and no one Knows, per-
haps, suve the Congressman and o few intimate feiemils, It was
léft for the Hon, John Shermun to do what the humanit arian
treated with contempt.

I referred to Bishop Pieree in the course of my remarks, now
I quote from that interyviow s

*The negroes are entitlod to clementary edueation the same
= the whites, from the hands of the State. It s the duty of the
Church to improve the eolored ministry, but by theologionl trajn-
ing rather than by liternry education,  1In my Judgment iiig!qur
edneation, so culled, woulil be a positive ealumilty to the NeETHesS,
It would ineronse the frietion bitween the races, producing end-
less strifes, clevate negro nepieations far above the station he Wit
created to (11 and resolve the whole raee into a politieal faction,
full of =trife, mischiefand tarbulenie. Negroes ought to be tanght
that the respect of the white e ean only be attained by gom
charneter and conduct, * » » & If negroes were sduented jn-
ter-nurringe, in thine, would breeditrouble, but of this T see 1o
temdency now. My convietion is that negroes have no rights iy
Jurles, leglslut ures or in publie office, Right involves charnoter
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grul qualifieation. The appointiment of any enlored man to office
by the goverpient is an insult to the Houthern people and pro-
vokes confliet anid dissatisfaetion, when, if left, as they ought to
e, B0 theie natural sphere, there woutld b quiet and good order.
The whites ean never tamely and without protest submit to the
intruston of colored men inta places of trast anl profit and re-
sponsibility,”

What think v of this; gentiomen?  This i sl tor bar chirks
tisnlty—Southern cheistianity, 1 suipipose,

T nost sueh doetrine as this enough to stiy every fibwer of one's
belng and set evers neeve Inomotion? Thiks b= the doeteine of the
Southern pulpit. This is the doctrine of the Northern Democrat
tn Bifu eftbrts to establish Soathern supremaey.. This is virtually
the dootrine, 1 am sorey to say, of that libernl and concilintory
¢lnss of Republieans who are tryime to bridge over the Bloody
chg=m nt the expense of human rights.

Jedf Davis, in o recent speech before the A ississippl Tagis-
lature, miade the remark that the South was fisl pruining the
wround it haud loet, il very soon will assume the helm of the
government of the United States, Thix is not very encouraging,
thiough the state of things seem to indieate the truth of the state-
ment.  1f the conntey is eareied by the Demoernts and the old
reghine i either whally or partinlly restored, a= eolored eitizens,
wo have more to lose than any other elnss of Individuals, White
men may divide on tarifl, silver colnnge, civil service, whisky
Lills, railroad and standand off monopolies, nppropriations, star
routes, pensions, and on local and national issues of greater or
lesser Importunce, but colored men, for the present at least, are
narrowed down toelvil and political rights—protection before the
luw. Until these rights are fully g=sured, all other guestlons
among us, as It seems to me, must of necessity be subordinate,
Ti i a disgrnee to the American people that, with all their bonst-
ol Tntelligence, they ean not rise above the Infamons color-line.
It 15 on this ground that 1 favoer mixed sehools, mixed churchies-
and mixed every-thing-else that will tend to wipe out these in,
vidious distinetions, and will enable one to live without always
thinking sbout his color,—whether he is white or black. 'That
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white Repulillenns in any Etate as I Clenrgeda, should Sseuen sles
culor ealling on wther white Repubteins to assemble in wogss
meeting to dielde whot - eoppee they shoulit pursue to cheek the
ambition of eolored Repablicsns, who g o mtfority, s 0 se-
Hous matter nad shonlid be Fesvnted In very lesttimnte Wiy,

The nogroe 1= here, sl here o stay,  Tha sooner this fact |«
admltted nod leisdslation = shispint secordingly, the bettor It will
br for thue gpufet il Prowperity of the conntiy, tegrether with all
eoneerned.  For my part, T shadl not désert the Roepubitionn pay-
ty, ns that Is the better of thisiwn prirties now oxisting.  Nopwill
L salvise nny other enlored nini ton b s, Bonad des bk £s the eodel alip,

The Demoernts of the North appossl emanelpation of negroes
an the ground that If would throw upon the border Free Sintes
an immenso number of coalorad People to compete with nnd un-
derwork the whites, and to constitute in virlous wiys un unbenr-
whli nuisanee 1 sullored to pemmin, They did not think it Just
for the Unfon soldier 1o e conpellod to feee e solored Peeple,
to il the North with a degraded paptlation, (o compete with
thiese sane solitlers on thelr molus 0 the preeful avocatlons of
Hfe.  They opposed negro stdrage, deelared by resolution thne
negroes are not equnl to white men, and that this s a Bovernmont
of white men,  They opposed mecoustiuetion on the grovnd that
it would give the negroes contral of the South, and place the
Hives, lbertios and fortunes of white men in the hands of n bar-
Barots people wnd would, henee, lemd 1o the Afrianization of the
Honth.  They opposed the Filteenth Anendment, und loudly
clamored for universal omnesty with Jeft® Davia lneluded,

If, under the cleetmnstanees, we should eapotse the eause of
the Demoerat e ety andd elther by word or avly directly or ind}-
rectly promote s interests or the intereats of o ny ather party that
seeks to trample our rights under foot, we would be unfalthful to
ourselves, unfaithful to the race nnd disloyal to our country,

All that has been done for (the newro s beon done by the
Republlean party; sud while Tam not i fvorof tying ourselves
toany party—especinlly ns they are now eonstituted—in sueh o
wiy @8 10 deprive us of our individuality or manlomd, 1 ELTLIT
that u petition, fall and eomprohensive, expressive of our griov-
ances und with onr desipes explivitly stated as to protection amd
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recoguition, be sulunlited (o the Republican convention that
teets in Clilesgo, June drd. . Thon we shall see what action will
be tnken Iy regard o our wishes, and what planks will be put in
their platform to meet the denands In our ense; whit reeogni-
ton we shall fecelve ns eltizens of the Unitied Staces, and what
pastranes we shull bave that oor fore will b’ better than our
prist, =0 far ne party can assist o Delping us in making it so.







