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While student governments have come and gone on the Uni-
versity of Delaware campus, the Resident Student Association
has continued to grow and serve the student body-resident stu-
dents in particular. More often than not, the work has been
away from the spotlight, but the successes have been many and
significant.

For student government, the sixties meant a great deal of
publicity but very little in concrete accomplishments. Moratoria
and demonstrations were very big, but when the smoke
cleared, all that remained were a slightly improved Student
Government Constitution and a now-floundering Student Judi-
cial System. The RSA, however, was waging a battle for visita-
tion rights, and succeeded in 1969. On a campus where just
three years earlier, the then President Perkins has refused park-
ing privileges to students in residence halls saying: “"No co-ed is
going to get pregnant in the back seat of any car while I'm
president!” the advent of visitation can be called a major ac-
complishment,

It was also the RS5A that effected the policy change which
permitted resident students to keep refrigerators in their dorm
rooms. With the revenue from over 800 refrigerators rented
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each year, the RSA is able to support itself entirely, and also
finance a Grants-to Residence-Halls program which in 1975-76
will be budgeted over one thousand dallars.

Another significant accomplishment was the Experimental
Alcohol Policy. While a bit cumbersome at the outset, this
policy is the first positive step toward a realistic situation on
campus in which resident students will be given the same rights
and responsibilities with regard to the consumption of alcohol
in floor and hall lounges as those afforded to persons living in a
private residence. This change is one more step away from the
“en loco parentis’’ syndrome which has characterized this col-
lege campus for so long.

While students have been complaining about the problems
on campus, The RSA has been doing something about them.
Though progress can be painfully slow at times, and the results
are not always one hundred percent of the goal, the RSA has
shown that concerned students working together is an effective
means for change on the University of Delaware campus.

Rick Hauge, President of Resident Student Association
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