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Dec. 5., 1938 

Literature 14--

Ex.tract from The Delaware Gazette and General Advertiser., Oct. 31, 1789: 

Just Published 

and to be sold by the Printers hereof 

The 

Delaware Federal 

Almanacs 

For the Year 1790 

Notice 1s hereby given 

Literature 

That the subscriber intends removing from the Delaware 

State in as short a time as he possibly can, therefore is under 

the necessity of calling upon all those that are indebted to him to 

pay their respective debts, in three weeks from this date., or he shall 

be under the necessity of proceeding against them, as the law directs; 

and all those that have any demands against him are desired to call 

upon him. 

Hezekiah Niles 

Wilmington, Del., Oct. 1., 1789. 
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Americanization Work 

in Public Schools 

'7 

From "Fif'ty Years of' Education in Wilmington.," 19311 page 96 f'f'. 

Annual Report of the Superintendent of Public Schools 
of' the City of Wilmington., Del. 

In the Wilmington Public Schoo+ System at the present; time, 

Adult Education is used to describe those forms of continuing 

education that are concerned primarily with the assimilation of the 

foreign-born, end with the elimination of illiteracy. In its 

present form, this work began on July 1, 1919, when legislation 

mak~ng it a part of the public school program of' the city and State 

became effective, and funds were appropriated for its support. For ,. 
sisteen years prior to this date, public e!ening schools had been 

conducted in Wilmington for white and colored minors who had been 

compelled to leave school and go to work, and for adults who had 

been denied opportunities for previous education. Although repeated 

ef'forts were made to have adequate facilities for immjgrant education 

provided for in these schools, nothing was accomplished until, as a 

war measure of the State Council of Defense, it became a matter of 

State legislation. eat ma"jor 

This failure to re-

cognize the need of providing for the assimilation of immigrant 

groups has considerable social significance in view of the fact that 

betv,een 1880 and 1920 the foreign-born population of the county in

creased from 6,679.,943 to 13.,712.,754. Wilmington's increase during 

this period was from 5.,674 to 16.,279. 

In the twelve years that have elapsed since the adoption 

of the present program., 15.,604 men and women have participated in 
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its activities. They were natives of forty-six countries, spoke 

thirty-four languages, e.nd had educational be.ckgrounds that ranged 

from total illiteracy to university graduation. At the time of 

making their first contacts with the Department, they had been in• 

the country from two days to forty-five years and were between 

sixteen and eighty-four years of age. They were engaged in 114 

occupations, of which those of artisan, laborer, housewife, merchant 

and factory operative were most largely represented. Ten thousand 

five hundred eighty were parents of children attending the public 

and parochial schools of Wilmington. Their participation in adult 

education activities was motivated by a desire to overcome handicaps 

that prevented satisfactory adjustment for themselves and their 

families to the life of the group of which they are now a part. 

With the foreign-born, it was inability to use reading and writing 

as a medium for the communication of ideas. 

-;HHHHHH} , ~ 

~estricted immigration end economic depression have resulted 

in the practical cessation of immigration to the United State~ 

of newly-arr:ived immigrants can now be made available for more in

tensive work with those already here. Stated in terms of the 

1930 census, Wilmington's problem in this field is represented by a 

foreign-born population of 121 592, of whom 3 1 465 are alien and 

1,936 are illiterate, and an American-born population of foreign 

parentage numbering 18,228, many of whom present serious problems 

of mal-adjustment to American life. 

During the yea:r ending June 301 1931, much time and attention 

was given to organizing the resources of the Department for these 

new directions of effort. Subjects of special study and investigation 



were parent education in relation to child study and tralning 

and continuing education of second-generation young adults. 

Noteworthy achievements in the field of parent education 
' 

were the organization of a Mother's Advisory Council; the prepar-

ation of material for a survey of home and family situations; the 

attendance of 1,500 parents at community meetings at which the 

discussion of problems of child care and training formed a major 

part of the program; and further study of the advisability of 

organizing a nursery school as a medium of parent education; and 

the organization of facjlities for giving home teachers training in 

problems of child adjustment. 

Although the need for some form of non-vocational education 

for second-generation young adults who leave school at sixteen 

years of age is generally recognized, little has been done to develop 

programs adapted to this purpose. Much of Wilmington's work along 

this line during the past three years has been in the nature of 

pioneer effort. In 1930-1931, special attention was given to the 

training of teachers in this field. The employment on a part-time 

basis of the home economics teacher of the Continuation School staff 

provided a valuable point of contact between the two departments and 

improved instruction in home-making subjects. The fact that there 

has been a marked increase in the number of young people participating 

in this phase of adult education over a three-year period would seem 

to indicate that it is of sufficient value to warrent further develop

ment. 
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Wm. H. Conner 
November 14, 1938 

Costumes 
(1 copy for Textiles) 

w 
I FIL lP 

Extract from Columbian Observer, Philadelphia, Wednesday evening, 
Juue 26, 1824. Published by S. Simpson & J. Conrad. 

SIX CENTS REWARD. 

Ran away from the Subscriber on the 16th inst., two indented 

Apprentices to the Shoemaking business named James Edward M'Lane, and _.. 

George W. 0_!.erstocks. -- James is about eighteen years of age; low in 

stature, light complection, light hair and eyes; has a down look when 

spoken to; had on when he went away a fur hat partly worn, blue 

Wilmington striped round-about jacket; black cassimere pantaloons, blue 

vest and laced boots. George is about fifteen years old, dark complec

tion, dark eyes and hair, had on a fur hat nearly new, blue cloth round

about, black silk vest, blue cloth pantaloons, and low cut cordivan 

shoes; his feet are remarkable long and flat. 

J. BETHELL. 

Kensington, May 17 

N.B. Masters of vessels and other persons are forbid harbouring 

or trusting said runaways at their peril. 



Wm. H. Conner 
Nov. 21, 1938 

Extract from The Delaware Gazette, Sept. 17, 1791a 

Ten Dollars Reward 

Ran a.way from the brig Ceres, at New Castle, David McGonagale, -
being an apprentice bound to the sea, with Capt. Benjamin ~es, of 

Beverly in the state of Massachusetts, being about 5 feet 8 inches 

high, long black hair, dark complexion, dresses in sailor habit, had 

a good many pimples in his face, and a native of Ireland, in the 

county Donegall. It is supposed he will conceal himself with a 
OP 

family of the name of Loughwy, which came1 passengers on board the -
General Washington, of Wilmington, or of said brig which has settled 

at or convenient to Wilmington •• •• 

Benjamin Ives 

Shipping 

Extract from The Delaware Gazette, Dec. 21, 1793: 
,. 

On Thursday last was launched at the shipyard, at Market street 

wharf, the beautiful ship Liberty, belonging to Thomas Kean, Esq., -
built by Mr. Barney Harris. -

FI LE 
:2.~ 



v •• Shaw 
January 17, 1940 

THE SHELTER-· PERSONNEL 

SPECIAL REPORT ;2 7 
On Old Account Book 

Harriet Jones - pparently housekeeper, March 18 1-1852 

Martha H11 an - e1 her m tron or cook, tc., entire period 

Oath rin 

Wm. Hil an - carpenter or odd job • 

• , Samuel, and Charles G r tt1 lk) 

e 1.erce - unidentified 

- Ra'j'l!lOnd and ;rother • flour 

~w • J' one -dr7 good 

rm. Th as-milk 

T.c. a3D1ond £or S uel acferran-unidant fied 

Rebecca Con r - t chin, 2.00 we kly, 1848 

Anna G. id 1.00 

ary ood ard, te c r 

Sally Jones, serv1c , l 47-48 

Lydi St rr, re sur r, 18 8 

Elizab th ngl , t ach r, 1850 

Har...r .. ~ll D. ·ood- OU keep -1852 

Eliza eth Linton-teacher, 1854 

. Iary A. 0gb rn., teach r, 1856 

ah Jan ~id-tech , 1858 

.. tha • ox-t chin~, 1861 

J'acob Haey-milk, 186 

" ff 

1844 
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Vincent J . Bonner 
ril 20, 1939 

SCIEICE 3c 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

Del ~ar C r Club 
JRRE NT FIL E 

The Dela are Camera Club as establish din 1891 . The 

he dquarter ere in the club roo s of the Equitable Building. 

Regul r eating ~er held the first Thur day of ach month. 

The object of the organiz tion as the cultiv tion of the art 

of photogr phy and the fo ation of a ocial art center for 

ateur photographers. The embers ere divided into four 

classe, namely, life, active, corresponding. and honorary . 

The club had a good libr ry d its meetin s r n r lly 

d voted to iscu ion nd de onstr tions of ork . The mem

bers also indulged in outings and such entertainments as ould 

root interest in photography . 

The club was a ber f th Lantern Slide Int rchange . 

n a ociation fo ed of o t of th active amateur botogra hy 

clubs of th country, hose cu tom was, at stated int rvals , 

to xchange lides , by that met od affordi fro over almost 

all of the United States, n almost unlimited variety of pictures . 

The club 1 l ntern exhibit ,ere given fortnightly dur1 the 

inter season . In addition, there as a class in photo ra hie 

techni ue . Th t acher as Professor Charle Truscott of 

Philadel hia , 

It may be added as an illustration of the value of the 

exhibitions referr d to that the first exhibition to any orthy 

degree , of 7orld's Fair Vies iven in this city iere those 

sho n by embers of the Dela are Camera Club- at the ew Centucy 

Club Rooms , in 1893 . 

From City of ton , p . 197. 



., V. E. Shaw 
Aug. 2, 1940 

Education 3 f 
Newark Academy u) 

...J 
0 

Excerpts From inutes of the Synod of Philadelphia 

Referring to the Synodical School-(pp.173-174) 

lay 25 1 1744; 

The minutes of a committee held at the great valley, 

Nov. 16th 1743, by a private a reement betwe n the Presby

teries of Philadelphia, New Castle, and Donegall, were laid 

before us, showing that the said committee considered the 

necessity of usin speedy endeavors to educate youth for 

supplying our vacancies. But the proper method for this 

end cannot be so ell compassed ithout the Synod; they 

r fer any further consid ration of the affai to that 

rev rend boay, but a ree that in them an time a school 

be opened for the education of youth. And the Synod now 

approve that d ign, and tak th said chool under our 

care. And agree upon the following plan fore rrying out 

that de 1 n: 

1-That there be a school kept open wh re all persons 

who please my send their children and have thom instructed 

gratis in tho lan ·uages, hilosophy, and divinity. 

2-In order to carry out that design, it is a reed that 

every con regation under our care, be applied to for yearly 

contributions, more or less, as they can afford, and as God 

may incline them to contribute, until Providence op n a door 

for our supportin the school some other way. 

3.That 1f any thing can be spar d besides what may sup

port a mast rand tutor, that it be employed by the trustees 



-2- Education 3 '\.,__ 
Newark Academy 

for buying books and other necessities for aid school, and 

for the benefit of it, as the trustees shall see proper. 

And :r.:r. Alison is chosen master of said school, and bas the 

privilege of choosing an usher under him to assist him; and 

the said r. Alison is exempted from all publtc business, 

save only attending church judicatures, and what concerns 

his particular pastoral char e . And the Synod agree to al

low Mr. Alison twenty pounds per annum, and the usher fif

teen pounds. • • • ( Noon intermission and routine business) 

(4- Gives names of Trustees, nnd their duties.) 



V. ,E. Shaw 
Sept. 13, 1940 

3 :5 
EDUCATION IN DELAWARE 

Comparative Education 

FOUNDING OF THE UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYDVANIA 

(Extract from Edward Potts Cheney: History of the University 
of Pennsylvania, 1740-1940: University of Pennsylvania Press, 
Phila., 1940, 461 pp.) 

p. 45 ff. 

"History is full of dates which have been assigned only 

to be first accepted, then disputed, reasserted, corrected, 

and finally abandonned •••• The year or day may be only approxi

mate, or the testimony may be indecisive, or it may be one of 

several equally defensible dates, or it may be mythical 

altogether.n 

Dates of the foundations of colleges, both in Europe and 

America, are almost invariably chosen arbitrarily from among 

several possibilities. , 
Harvard celebrated its tercentenary in 1836, the anniversary 

of the date when the legislature approved a grant of money, 

effective the following year; continuous teaching did not begin 

for another four years; the charter was granted in 1650. 

Yale's official date is 1701, though it lived a "peripatetic 

and divided life" for fifteen years longer before it settled 

permanently in New Haven in 1716. 

Princeton's choice of 1746 is based on the contents of an 

unrecorded charter of that date, presumably giving it full 

collegiate standing, though it might have chosen 1741, or even 

gone back to the beginnings of the Log College. 

The University of Delaware has recently adopted 1743, based 

on documents establishing a continuous line back to Alison's 

( 
I 
I 
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Academy. 

EDUCATION I N DELANARE ~~ 
Comparative Education 

Columbia modestly claims only its charter date, 1754, 

though steps for its foundation were afoot in 1751, and land 

for a college had been set aside even earlier. 

All these dates are fully defensible, yet "the fact remains 

that in each case, the accepted date is a conventional one only, 

and another might have been settled upon instead. All that 

historical accuracy can demand -- or indeed achieve is that 

the reason for the choice shall be made clear." 

The University of Pennsylvania might have chosen any one 

of six dates with reasonable propriety. 

1740: A trust was established for a charity school whose 

building could also be used as a non-sectarian chapel. Though 

the building was actually erected (the largest in the city at 

the time) and used as an assembly place, especially by the 

Whitfield faction of the Presbyterians, no school was ever held 

there. The trustees of this foundation were mostly tradesmen. 

This building was sold to the trustees of the University of 

Pennsylvania, who assumed the trust in accepting the deed. 

When the foundation date was discussed in the 1880's, the date 

1740 was chosen in accordance with a frequent legal custom of 

dating a composite trusteeship from the founding of the earliest 

trust it administers. It is distinctly a "lawyer's date. 0 

~: Franklin's first plan for a college for the colony, 

not particularly tenable because the plan was never formally 

published, but merely discussed privately. 

1749: Organization of the present Board of Trustees; the 

first Minutes date from Nov. 13 of that year. 
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EDUCATION IN DELAWARE 

Comparative Education 

Jan. 1751: Instruction began: this is the "faculty date!' 

1753: Proprietary charter conferring financial and adminis

trative rights. 

1755: Proprietary charter granting right to confer degrees. 

nAlthough this technically chosen date places the University 

of Pennsylvania a few years earlier than its closest compeers, 

Princeton and Columbia, to the historian they appear to have 

"come into existence to all intents and purposes simultaneously" 

in response to the dominant social forces of the middle eighteenth 

century. 



Wm. H. Conner 
November 14, 1938 

... 
SHIPPING 

Extracts from The Delaware Gazette, December 21, 1793. 

To Be Sold 

The noted and excellent stand for a store, called 

LIBERTY HALL 

Situate on the public square, of the town of Dover, Kent County, 

and State of Delaware, adjoining the tavern of Mr. Jacob Furbee, 

at the sign of General Washington •••••••••••••••••••. 

John Freeman 

Also to be rented from John Freeman was the 

"tavern house at the sign of the arms of the United States, 

fronting the Main Street of Dover ••• " 

* * * * * * * * 
For Belfast 

The Ship 

WILMINGTON 

(A constant trader) 

To sail about the middle of December 

For freight or passage, apply to 

* * * * 

McComb and Tilton 

--------------

-
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others of retail esta:..lishmen~s ~&n o J oc•-.i,;gd . 

Conir·mn · t~ shopp.:.n0 districts are scattered throuehout the 
~ 

cit: ., namely on m:irl:et ~treet 1:::e7ond the Brandywine Riner., on 

_ oru~ t etreet near . 'adison., in the Union Park Garden sec ion, at 

Lancaster Avenue and "C'nion ~treets , on .!arJ lnnd Avenue a sho:r 

,~istance be1mv Lane f::ter Avenue ., and on I'ndison S:treet from 

econd to rinth • 

.. nole!"!a e prodl1ce "mrkets are to i,a -f'cui:.'1. on _ ourt Street 

east of K.:.n3 to 'lalnut · fl-ioleGc e candy llncl nove ty estnb"' is mentc 

are on ~ne; Street south. of .::TOlU"th and 0?1 Rf st ancl ·· est ~ond 

Street :riear :.:arl::et end in tl e adjacent ne i.~hbo_rhoods . 

A survey recently tal::en a.-c-ne; c m.urber o'!' v,omen reveals 

that the most exclusive ~ho for women's coats ., dresses ., eovms ., is 

~ s #hcrs , 2 0 ~ark:et Street . :3ird- ~peakr'lan., Inc . a 91? '11atnnll 

Street came second on the list ., closely followed by ~nnste:..ns , 
~~Jf~~~ ~, 

704 ... rarket 8treet ,,._and Arthur's 702 ·arket ~t. 'fhe outstandin 

deport11ent !:'.tores are Y.:ennarc1-~yle Company ., 617 arket ~treet ., 

and C::_osbJ-H:.11 Co111pany., 605 .:ar::et ~treet. The · Jilr in~ ton __ ~ --
"cods 1:ompnny 4 5 Market Street , anc.1 I.e.i.bowitz'~ Departnent Store 

et 221 r:nrket ~treet are tvro lone establif'lhed departr1ent stores 



~ 
Fa.....,e ro .2 p.:.1e ro 540 

speciDlizir.:; in low :prices mid se lin...., for cash only. 
~ 

The 01 tstandin,: nen' s stores EU"e .:ansure and Prettym~., 
~ 

in the ~~ont :ul:!.dint: on Tenth Street ., and :~nllin' s at Sixth 

a:t'ld .. :arket ~tree ts. !<101" lu0r;o.0e nnd leather e;oods ., Joshua Conr~r 

· Son., 235 • ·a.rket Street is recommerded. 

An outstandin.__, book store is the 3-reenwood Book Shop ., in -
the Delaware Trust Build.inc , on ::arket Street below Tenth . A 

lendin,s library is a pai"t of the service rerdered . 

8:portine Goods , c;olf balls and c ul"s ., tennis rackets and 

accessories ~.nd othe1" articles for sportsnen may be purchased at 
~~-!:. •··. ~ndever Co. 909 .. Iarket Street ., Euber & Co:1pa,1y., 2004¥-e-e,t 

~~I /t,~._v+J-, 
Tonth StreetJ, Hopkins- Lawson Company., 302 Delavwre Avenue 

The Chrietian 3ook Store at 815 K.Adans Street ., special:l.zes 

in the sale of 8ibles ., relie;ious literature and tracts ., for indi

viduals of the Protestant faith ., and George F .Lovie ., 625 ''lest 

Fourth ~treet carries a line of statuary and reli0ious 1 terature 

for those of the Catholic faith. 

Theodore H. Eu.ckalew is the propr:!.eto1• of an ola cu1"ioslt"I 

shop at 1304 !i:ine Street , perhaps the only one in the city. 

The outstand n~ furniture stores are those of the 1ilmine

ton ~urni ture Company at Ninth and Y..ine Streets ., and Elwooo Souder 

& Company at Ni.nth t: 0rane;e Streets John T. Peeney, Inc.at 709 

~}j.ipley S'-r e · and John !!.Brand _; CoMpany at Pifth ~= ~hipley Sts . 

are tvrn :'urni turo stores that sell only for cash. Stern &: Cori.puny 

at '7th & .fal"ket [:treets vnd nur1erous others on King Street 

specialize it installment selline. 



_•ile ro 540 

a.__,e No.3 

The Sears-Roebuck S:;01~e is located at Seven

th 8: Sh pley Stree s ~ loolv10rths at 504 !~arket Street , s.s. 
Krese;re Co. at 611 :'[arl-:et 8treet and I~iuhth . t~arl~et ~t!'eets , 

·1.T.'3-rant Company, at 702 !.!a.rket Street, Neisner Bros.Inc. at 

606 :rvrarket Street and Silvers t 5c to ~1.00 Store at 610 l~a.rket 

Street, are the princ pal var~ety stores . 

(Personal Observation, 
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tr ct tro 
I e n d , • 2., 17 7• 

tur y l t, arriv d t C stl 1 h tlo.s 

fro Lon ond r~y, brought 2r-o p r ; d on Sund , chord 

oft' t r k, hip~ C tin Jou 1n, lf t, 1th 
11 n 300 p n r • 

( b r b t nc fr1 toa on l th• 

t y took h l t numb r of l tt r, d di mi 

bi . th 2 a, n h riv te r, br1 I?1d l run , took 
po ot , r e th C - ld • Jou· in 
2 hour th n d1 mi d er of th brl ero 
er on bo but oft r d no l l . ) 
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Wm. H. Conner, 
Nov. 21, 1938 

Shipping rlENT 

Extract from The Delaware Gazette, Saturday, Dec. 21, 1793: 

For Londonderry 

The New Ship 

LIBERTY 

Robert Potter Buil. Master 

And will have good accomodations for passengers. 

The ship will sail with all convenient expedition, 

and is intended to return with passengers early 

next spring. For terms of freight or passage, 

apply to John tockton and James Riddle, in 

New-Castle or to 

Thomas Kean 

Wilmington, Nov. 30, 1793. 
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Wm. H. Forbes 
February 7, 1941 

Cities and Towns 
Wilmington 4 -g 

AN ACCOUNT OF AN EARLY SPIRITUALIST MEETING 

An early meeting took place at the home of Samuel D.Forbes, 

309 West Street, in 1877, with some of his relatives present. 

The seance was conducted by Professor Slade, a noted medium of 

that day. All gathered around a table in the dark,. each one 

holding a hand of the other, and with the Professor, who also 

held the slates, which were tied together with a pencil between. 

Soon the pencil began to write: "I am the spirit of Aaron 

Forbes," an ancestor of one of those present. Then the question 

was written: "Is Hiram Forbes (who was present) a Free and Ac

cepted Mason. "The next written was: "Hiram Forbes, you are 

getting rusty," rusty being a term commonly used in those days 

to denote one needed to jog one's memory, that one was getting 

forgetful. 

The Professor then asked Hiram Forbes if he wishes to ask 

a question. Privately,or in his own mind, he asked what caused 

his wife's death, which occurred two years before. The answer 

came: "Marion's death will always remain a mystery." The name 

Marion had nor been mentioned, only thought. The people of that 

early period based their belief in a person possessing such super

natural powers on the reference in the Bible of the seventh son 

of the seventh son. 

Reference: This account was given to the writer, by his mother, 
who was present at the seance. She is eighty-five 
years old, in possession of all her faculties, and 
has a clear recollection of what took place at that 
time. 



Wm. H. Forbes 
December 4., 1940 

AN EARLY TYPE OF SPORT 

Cities and Towns 
Wilmington ~ 1 

Fifty years ago., before tennis and golf had assumed the 

importance they have today., croquet was the fashionable game. 

One advantage was it could be played on the level part of the 

lawn of the home, not calling for a journey to some far-off 

place. The set used consisted of a mallet with a handle about 

two feet long, and a wooden ball about the size of the soft 

ball used today in the game of that name. The wickets were 

of heavy iron wire which, when stuck in the ground, afforded 

ample room for the ball to pass t hrough. The idea of the game 

was to make the circuit of the wickets, and if the player could 

knock his opponent's ball out of bounds, that also figured in 

the score. It was not a violent game, and was played by both 

sexes. 

Its history is equally interesting. Played in France 

eight hur.dred years ago, it was taken into England by Charles 

the Second, when he returned to his homeland from exile. It 

was known on its native hea.l th as "Leu-de-Mail," which was 

changed to "Mall" in England. Today, this name applied to 

any open land in London denotes that in days gone by it was 

used for the playing of that game. 

Reference: Personal Recollections. 



J. B. Pietuszka 
Vic tor 1,:iller 
Sept. 17, l'.:J40 

Wilmington in the 1780's ~- o 

AS\ ILMINGTON APPEARED (1790-1800) 

11 The present City Hall was built in 1798, the ar

chitect being Peter Bauduy. The original walls are still 

in the building, but its general features have been ma

terially changed. by tne removal 01· the old tower which 

was a fine specimen of architecture, gracEful in its 

lines and resting to the eye - to give room for tne pre

sent tower which disfigures the building. The City Hall 

was tne local temple of justice, as it is to-day, but the 

cell for prisoners were tnen in tne b&sement or cell~r. 

The present police aeybrtment is a moaern addition. Tne 

builuing was used for political s~therings and for the 

holding of entertainments and public meetings generally. 

"The land upon which the City Hall was built cost 

$1,451, and the borough borrowed ~l,500 on bond with 

which to erect the building. Joseph Tatnall presented 

the borough with a town clock of "excellent worlananship, 11 

nwhich ne purcnased in Europe, and in adaition ht:J paid 

for placing it in position. His idea, in a letter writ

ten to tn~ towns-people, was tno.t the clock would r;ac

celerdte tne punctual meeting oi' the religiously-dis

posed at th8ir place of worship," and that it would be 

of service to those ''who think themselves not of abili

ty to pt:.rthase timepieces.,; The clock bell was used 



-2-- Wilmington in 1790-1800 ~ 

until 1866, and is now in the p oseession of the Phoenix 

Hose Company, of this city. 

''Among the early purcbe.sers of lots in the new 

bnrough v:ere Joseph ~tee le, John McArthur, Thomas Tat--
nall, illiam ~ewis, Joseph ~eters, Abraham S~inner, 

Lev1is Stidham, ..t.noch Lewis, Bans Rudolph, Henry Heal th, 
~ - -

ueorge Howell , David r.::_usll, Alexander 1-!_ooge, '11homas Down

ine, Thomas bro~n , Thomas Canby, ana &amuel Canby. John 

Ferris, the first of that family which is now well rep

resented in this city, came here from Connecticut in 

1748. His grandson , Benjamin Ferris, the author of the 

''History of Delaware, 11 printed in 1846, was born in the 

old house at the north-east corner of Third and Shipley 

streets, which is still standing. It is impo,ssible, in 

this brief narrative to give a complete list of those 

whose energy made the present city possible. The first 

president of Delaware, Dr. John HcKinley , lived in 1il

mington, at the corner of Third and French streets. Dr. 

Didie, known as the French physician, lived on French 

stre0t, west side, just above Sixth. Peter Bauduy ,the 

architect of the Cit~/ Hall, had bis home directly op

posite that buildin • The property was afterwards occu

pied by Generrl John Stockton, one of whose sons was 

killed at the Niagara frontier during the war of 1812. 

The original rr:.embers of the Bush family lived at the 

corner of King and Water streets, close by what is now 

the µ-operty of the Geor.:-:,e W. Bush & Sons Company. James 

Lea, Sr., whose descendants still play an active part 
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in this city, lived at F'ourth and Karket streets; he 

lived there from 1795 to 1815. 

11 0ther notable citizens who came later, and their 

homes, were: Dr. George r.:onroe, a surgeon in the Con--
tinental army, and son-in-law of Colonel John Haslet, 

Market street below Second; Benjamin Latrobe, designer 

of the capitol at Washin6ton, a near neighbor; Colonel 

Thomas Kean, a Revolutionary hero, who died of yellow 

fever, on the bank of the Brandywine; Francis Robinson, 

who came here from Ireland in 1732, and built a hand~ 

some hon:e in the c.e.ntre of the land now bounded by 

I.arket, King, Fourth and Fifth streets, and v.rho en

gaged in the business of preparing buckskins and cham

oise leather; Timothy Stidham, Fourteenth near Poplar, 

house removed 1888; Job Harvey, a shipping merchant, 

owned the corner now occupied by the Clayton House; 

Governor Dickinson, who lived on 1-:tarket street above 

Ninth, west side; llajor Patten, a Revolutionary veteran, 

who lived on Front street until he died of :rel) or fever 

in 1798; illiam Jones, corner Front snd Shipley streets; 

Zachariah Ferris, a minister of the Society of Friends, 

and a t,Enner, Second street above !est; Dr. Ticholas 

Way, Third and Shipley streets, where a number of Phila

delphians were entertained durinf the ~ellow fever epi

demic in tbat city i~ 1793; Nicholas G. illiamson, 

lawyer, corner Third and Shipley streets; Gunning Bed

ford, 1arket street above Sixth; Jacob M. Broom, the 

property now occupied by Dr. Read J. 1lcKay, and. formerly 
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lmown as Tusculum; Miss Vining, who lived at 1rThe dl

lows,., on Erar:.dywine v;alk, North J. arket street, lmown 

as a woman of beauty, wealth and intelligence, and 

for a lcne tirr.e a correspondent of General Laf&yetts 1 s; 

Caesar A. Rodney, the stone mansion known as Cool ::ipring, 

west of the present city reservoir; the fforquise de Sour

ci, a French refugee who came here to escape the Reign 

of Terror in 1792, lived on Sixth street near French; John 

James TJllman, a native of rrance, a traveler, a lineuist 

and a man of enormous wealth for those days, lived here 

for a n1·mber of years, and was buried in the Old Swedes 

cemetery. 

' 10ne of the notable residences in the town was tbe 

one bu:lt by Thomas West, at the corner of Fifth and 

West streets, opposite the old meeting-house. It was 

removed only about eleven years ago, having stood since 

1738. The ridre of land on which the meeting-house 

stood became a favorite locality for the homes of the 

pros perous townspeople, and it was known as HQuaker 

Hill," which title is frequently used to this day. 

1'Kee ping pace with the builc.ings ana the growth 

of the business features of the town came the rrading 

of streets, the layinc out of new streets, and the 

gradual placing of side walks - all natural steps in 

the arowth of a flcurishir:g cormr..uni ty which, in 1798, 

had grown to have a population of 3,000. The route 

from Vilmington out of the city to tle south was by the old 

King 1 s road to the 1told fe'!'ry, 11 near the present site of 

the Third street bridge. There wagons and persons were 
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carried in flat boats across the stream. The Christi

ana at irarket street was not trid.ged until 1807, at 

which time the buildirg of turn-pike roads began. 

"A peculiarity of the buildingserected in the early 

histor. of the town was that they all had double-pitch 

or hip roofs, copied after the style used by the inhab

itants of Northern Europe, notably by the Swedes, who 

were the first settlers here. The idea of these roofs 

was to throw the heavy fulls of snow that were expected. 

Thomas Q 1 ing probably erected the first Ci.welling in 

the new settlement, and it was at the corner of Water 

and King streets. There were brick houses and frame 

houses, most of them one story high with the steep roofs 

which made a second floor. There were some exceptions 

in the cases of those of the towmspeople who had more 

pretentions ana more wealth than the majority of the 

inhabitants. 

flDuring the war the dykes, which had been built by 

the early settlers along the banks of the Ctristiana, 

became badly damaged and at every tide the meadows were 

overflowed for miles. After 1783 the work of repairing 

the dykes was rene'Ned and they have been kept up ever 

since. The health of the city after the yellow fever 

had disappeared vms remarkably good, and it is noted by 

all historians that cholera inf~ntum was al~ost unknown. 

It was the frequent remark of vistors to Wilmington tbat 

there were so many children seen upon thE: streets. The 

river in those ~ys vvas much wider than it now ls, the 
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filling up done as the needs for a better water front 

increased having confined the stream to much narrower 

limits. At the foot of Orange street there was a low 

morass which was covered by every rising tide. 

11 '11he most critical, and at the same time the most 

prosperous, period in the history of the town was just 

after the close of the Revoluntionary war and up to the 

year 1797. The war ended, the country was in an im

poverished condition, and vagr£nts, old soldiers,maraud

ers, convicts turned out of the Philadelphia prisons, 

and disreputable men of every imaginable character 

flocked through the State. The public pulse in \ il

mington was much agitated by a series of crimes which 

kept the peace officers busy. Murder, theft, arson, 

assaults on the highway~ and depredations of every con

ceivable character gave no end of trouble. This state 

of affairs finally came to an end, and the people be

gan to breathe more freely. 

11 Then came, in 1791, many fugitives from St. Do

mingo, where an insurrection of the blacks drove the 

wh:Ites out of that country. Many of them drifted to 

Wi)mington and made the borough their home. In 1793, 

the outbreak of yellow fever in PhiJadelphia created 

a panic in that city. As many of the inhabitants as 

could leave that city did so, hundreds of t ~em coming 

to\ ilmington. Their arrival gave a great stimulus 

to business gen~rally>ana the prices of farm products 

were soon doubled. 1:any 01· these people never returned 
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to Philadelphia, and thus the population of' Wilmington 

was materially increased. The shipping trade of Phila

delphia was largely diverted to the Christiana, and the 

harbor was soon filled with vessels of every discription. 

The water front of the old village of Wilmine: ton was a 

natural bluff and had f1Jrnished excellent wharf facili

ties. Every available building in the town was use.d as 

a store house anu the impetus to business _then rr.ade was 

the beginning of the rr.arvelous development of the town's 

industries in all directions. 

"Wilmington ves for several years an important sea- _ 
~ j_ 

port, and the scenes~were witnessed on the Christiana 

have never been repeated. It was then that the builuing 

and repairing _of ships in an extended form ~egan, and 

then it was that the foundations of the shipyards of the 

present aay were really laid. For over one hundred years 

this city hHs been engaged in tI'-e construction of boats, 

ranging froffi tbe old brig V iimington to the massive iron 

anct steel freight streamers now floating in American 

waters. 

"Brandywine vilJage began to grow as the popula

tion of Wilmington increasea, and little e roups of houses 

becume scattered in several directions from t~e centre Df 

thA borough., all of them eventually to become a part of 

the same corporation. 

"In 1768 William Shipley died, ag€d 76 years, and in 

1778 Elizabeth Shipley, his wife, passed awa"l!, at the age 

of 87 years. They had lived to see their new hoEe spring 
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from a village of but thirty or forty nouses to a thriv

ing seaport, a business centre, and a home of earnest ana 

intellignet men and women to the number of' over two thou

sand. Tney did a great work in the development of the 

town, ar.ct they will always be rememberea as the actual 

founders of this great commercial and manufacturing centre. 

A measure of praise will ever be accorded to Thomas willing, 

whos~ wisdon and sound judgment fixea upon the bank of 

the Christiana as the site for a new settlement with na

tural advantages of' an exceptional character. 

"Yellow fever broke out in Wilmington in 1798, and 

before it was stamped out it had carried off many of the 

prominent people of the town . The atmospheric conditions 

before the plague came were peculiar, and it was noticed 

that cats and house-flies diea in considerable numbers. 

amon tne victimti of tne plague were two sons of Thomas 

Tatnall, James Lea, Sr., and Jobn Ferris, a member of 

the board of heal th, who was tne last victim. !v1r.Ferris 

had been very active in tne step~ which were taken to 

care for the ~ick and to drive out the fever . 

"The !'irst school in the town had been opened be

fore the year 1700, and the teacher·s were Swedes . Among 

the later te cchers in the several schools wnich flour

ished afterwards was General Lewis Cass, who taught here 

for one year. The old Academy beca~e the most noted in

stitution of learning. It was built about 1765, and was 

erected in a grove of beautiful trees. There it was that 

most of the citizens of the town obtained their early ed-
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ucation. On April 10, 1773, it was chartered as a gram

mar school for rew Castle county, the first president of 

the board of trustees being the Rev. Lawrence Girelius. 

Included in tne first board of trustees were Bishop ~ito, 

Thomas McKean, Gunning Bedford, Dr. Robert ~mith, Thomas 

Gilpin, Dr. Nicholas way, and Joseph hallcross. Robert 

Patterson, an earnest patriot, is the first principal of 

the academy of which there is record. he trained the 

older boys uncter his charge in military tactics, and 

some of them became soldiers of the Continental forces. 

At a meeting of scientific men held in the Academy in 

1786, Benjamin Franklin, Benjamin Rush and James Madison 

took part, and Franklin made experiments in electricity, 

a science which is now playing an important part, through 

its commercial development, in the affairs of the present 

Wilmincton • . In 1795 the building was turned into a cot

ton factory, later on removed to the banks of the Brandy

wine. In 1803 the building again reverted to school uses 

and was known as the College of Wiln.ington, with Gunning 

Bedford as the president of the board of trustees. By - 1tiO~ 
acts of 180~ and 1811 the college was given 1ower to 

raise money for its suppott by lottery projects, at that 

time a popular ~ethod of raising revenue for public im

provements in this State and this city. Finally the col

le_ ·e became a financial failure and fell into the hands 

of the sheriff, the Masons, to whom the principal dept 

was due, buying the property. It continued as the Wil

mington College until 1832, when it was bought by David 
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c. \ ilson, who built several houses on the site. 

Extracts from - History of Wilmington, the comrr.ercial, 
social, and religious growth of the 
City during the past century, 1894, 
compiled by ''Every Evening," Wilming
ton, Del. pp. 18-22. 



Wm. E. Forbes 
December 6, 1940 

\ I 
• I 

Cities and Towns 
Wilmington Coo 

THE STORY OF THE EARLY WILMINGTON LIBRARY 

In 1857, b7 an act of the State Assembly, a charter was 

granted for the incorporation of the Young Men's Association 

for Mutual Improvement, of the City of Wilmington. In 1859, 

the name was changed to the Wilmington Institute. During 

those years the books were housed either in the Market House, 

which stood in the middle of Fourth Street, between ~mrket 

and Shipley, or in the Old Town Hall. In 1893, through the 

generosity of William P. Bancroft, the library was made a free 

enterprise. Previous to that time, a small membership fee was 

charged for the use of books. 

Before moving to the present quarters at Tenth and Market 

Streets, the library was located in the Institute Building at 

Eighth and Market. This building had more than one level. The 

library room was in the Shipley Street end, reached by an en

trance on Eighth Street. On the upper floor was an auditorium, 

used for public gatherings, with an entranee on Market Street. 

On the Market Street front, on the second floor, was the first 

location of the Goldey Conunercial College. On the ground floor 

on Market Street were a number of stores, and on the Shipley 

Street end was the office of L. P. Ourlett and Company, plaster

ers, and for a while, a night school for the teaching of draft

ing. Alltbrough those years the library had been expanding, 

not only under its own roof, but reaching out into the schools 
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and industries of the city and surrounding country. Until 

his death in the winter of 1940, the library had been under 

the able management of Arthur L. Bailey, a recognized author

ity in his field. 

Books are keys to wisdom's treasures, 
Books are paths that upward lead, 
Books are gates to realms of pleasure, 
Books are friends, come let us read. 

Reference: Personal Recollections. 
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Wilmington 

T:-:IE ATl\,OSO HERE IN EAF LY LOCAL IHDUSTRIES 

Work:n•en today in modern pla:its, with their large windows 

which rive added light and air, and their up-to-date lavatory 

facilities and steam heat, must be envied uy tbe older genera

tion of workmen. Even in the leather plants, where today they 

play a large pQrt, women ~ere little in evidence, fifty years 

ar.;o. Such women as were employed in the leather plants sewed 

the skins up into bags on crude sewing machines, while the skins 

were in a wet state. T~is vas not attrRctive work, and was ~en

erally done by Irish women. 

The old leather factories had stoves for heating in the 

different rooms, and wlen the fire would be out on a cold 

r10rning, the workmen would built it, and sit around until 

it was warm enough to work. The tempo of industry was slower 

t:11-=m it is today. The hours of work were from seven until 

six, and work stopped at four-thirty, on Saturday, making a 

sixty-hour week. Saturday was generally pay-day, and the men 

would line up at the window, the boss at the head cf his de

partment, to see that each man got his proper pay, and any 

overtime that might be coming to him. If he ¥'as off on Satur

day, which ended tl1e rJay week, he was docked that day in the 

following week. 

In one of t~e large leather plants, the office man would 

become irritated at not being able to understc.nd Poles' names 

in paying them off. Poles we::::-e new to local jnctustr:i.es, and 
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had not seen the virtne of Americaniz.trg their name, as 

:r.:any of them do today. 

The ',fork at the Chicago Electric Wire Company, nov, 

known as the Electric Hose and P..ub"Ler Con~pany, as it was in 

1291, is wel~ remembered. They made covered \"iring for both 

indoor and outdoor use. '.rhe procefls of vulcanizing the rub

ber to hardeI. it, while a novelty tben, has become a coml"lon 

~ractice in the manufacture of m:llions of automotile tires. 

This v10rk was done after the wire had run throu0 h a. heated 

cyljnder, fllled with crude rubber. The ru1::>ber covered wire 

rar.. on to a round table, and. laid in povdered soap-stone, to 

kE- ep the i-•ub~ er frorr "'ticking . The coil of ~·ub1..,er v as then 

placed in a lareo kettle of Melted paraffin wax, and left 

for so~e time. In oraer to test it ~or pin-hclcs, :twas 

placed :n a tub of watt-r, arld the wire ends conr..ected with 

a battery. For the 18 vy cable Vi·h:ch we see n.en lc.ying under

ground, the center wire 1:1ay exceed an ~nch in diamete1~, v:ith 

several different coverings, underneath t'l-ie outside coveriri..g 

of lead. This protects the inside wire from dampness nnd 

wear a1:d tear . This firr~ had a broad field for their pro-

duct, laJ'ing the:.!' heavy un er~rounc cn:,lf, :n ~,any cltles. 

The concern ln 1891 was controlled by :.enry Cobb acd Lis 

.... ons, with 'villiam Welghtman, of the chemical firm of owers 

and Weightm~n, of Pr..iladelph:a , financial backer . 

Reference: Personal Recollections . 
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BICYCLE FACTORY 

Ci ties and. Towns G4-
Vv ilmington 

Many are unaware that around 1895 ilmington had 

a factory for the manufacture of bicycles. This bus

iness was conducted by McDaniel and Merrihew, who for 

some years had operated a store on Market Street for 

the sale of bicycles and aocessories. They made two 

types, the Robin Hood for men, ana the Maid Marian 

for women. Mr. McDaniel was also interested in bi

cycle racing at the time. This factory was located 

on the south side of 19th Street, between Market and 

Orange. After e. matter of two years, the business was 

discontinued. It was an established fact in those days, 

if not today, that an article .made outside the city or 

State was given preference by the buyer over one which 

bore a local brand. 

In the fall of 1891, Herman Gossen came to il

mington from Germany and took over a small portion of 

the Bond ?1iachine Company's plant at Fifth and N,onroe 

Streets for the manufacture of a type o:t' embossed. pa

per, to be glued on wooa surface. This product was 

being manufactured in the old country by his father, 

from his own patents. After a ~nort while, no doubt 

because of lack of demana for the product, t11e bus

iness was closed out. 

Reference: Personal Recollections. 
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BISHOPSTEAD 

Wilmington 
Points of Interest 

The following article, with a cut of B1shopstead cap

tion d "Historic Home of every Dela are Bishop," is taken from 

FOTH, Diocesan magazine of the Episcopal Church, for June, 

19411 

B1shopatead ts Two Centuries Old 

Home of every bishop Dela are bas had, 
hot to many Churchmen from America and vi 1-
tors from abro a, B1shopstead is o·bserv1ng 
its 200th anniversary this year. This an
niversary was celebrated at the tea held dur
ing the recent Diocesan Convention, h1ch 
delegates to the Convention and to the Womnn•s 
Auxiliary meeting attended. 

Bish~pstead w s built by James Canby and 
for a century or mor was called Inglesid. 
Bishop Alfred Lee bought it in 1842, fe months 
aft r his consecration as first bishop of Dela-
~are . Canon F!it•rar of England, Bishop Holly of 

Ha1t1, and many other Church leaders throu~hout 
the orld were 7ueats there. 

The house as considerably damaged by the 
powder wagon explosion of May 31, 1854, and in 
the course of .repairs 1 t was enlar ed. After 
Bishop Lee•s d ath in 1887 Francis Gurney 
duPont bought the house and presented it to the 
diocese. Ith s been th home of Bishops Cole
man, Kinsman, Cook and cK1n try. 

Other alterations have taken place in tbe 
century ttst the louse has been Bishopstead. 
Them in ono was the addition of' a chapel, 
which Mr. duPont erected aft r the con•eor tion 
of Bishop Coleman. The Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd, connected with the house , contains 
many stones that re invaluable mementoes of 
the Church's hi tory. 

A mosaic in the floor of the chapel has 
stones that r pre ent or sug est the fourth, 
sixth, fourteenth, and seventeenth centuries. 
There is a atone from the oldest Christian 
church in the orld, St. iart in' s Canterbury, 
where King Ethelbert was baptized and St. 
Augustine rr y have preached. his church 
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pro~ably was built in the fourth century. 
Canon Routledge ave the stone. 

Other stones came from the Cathedr 1 of 
Iona on Iona Island, Scotland, near the spot 
where St. Columba landed 1n 565 A. D. The 
Cathedr 1 a built bout the th1rteenth cen
tury, nnd the bones of St. Culumba are said to 
be underneath. There also are two white peb
bles picked up near th pot where st. Columba 
landed. The stones ere given b the Duke of 
Argyll, owner of the island. 

There is a dull gray tone from the Great 
Church of St. Augustine's onastery, Cant rbury, 
a fourte nth century building. This was glv n 
by Canon Routledge. 

Also in th mosaic is an English brick from 
Old Swede's Church, built 1n 1698. 

Th chapel is th scene of ny weddings, 
aptisms and confirmations. Th house 1s the 

seen of m ny Church gat erings. 
Them ny-gabled house, familiar to all Dela-

re Churchmen, has large rooms, f irepl ceA, t 11 
windows with unique folding shutters, and a long 
rear porch that overlooks the Brandywine. The 
wide lawn, shaded by fine old trees and shrubbery, 
sw eps down almost to the Brandywine. It is a fit
in loo tion for one of Wilm ton's old st houses 
nd for the home of Church leaders during a century. 
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EARLY WILMINGTON HOMES 

Cities and Towns 
Wilmingtton 

(o 1 

The fine old home that stands at the N. E. corner of Lancaster 

Avenue and Monroe Street was built about 1855 1 and has been for 

seventy years the home of the Stewart family. Charles T. Stewart, 

father of Miss Katherine E. Stewart, now living in the horne at the 

age of ninety-six, conducted a foundry on the site of the Kent Lumber 

Company from 1857 to 1884, when he died. That was the day when planti 

such as Harlan's did not have facilities for turning out the 

castings used in their work; a large amount of such work went to 

the Stewart concern. 

The interior of this home is reminiscent, both in the square 

high ceilinged rooms, and its ~ntique furniture, of a day long since 

past. Two elderly ladies, one a niece of Miss S.tewart 1 s 1 keep this 

home in "apple pie" order. What memories must come to this old lady, 

as she looks back over the seventy years since she came to this 

home a young lady. Memories of the days when the Bayard, Price and 

Bush families, who lived on South Clayton Street over fifty years 

ago, rode by in their fine "turn outs•" Mr. Stewart sold to 

Charles Mullin the land on which he built his leather plant in 1883 1 

and also the land on which Swift and Company built their meat plant. 

The Kent lumber yard has lately been supplanted by an oil station. 

The old Ferris home that stood, until a few years ago, et the 

N. w. corner of tfuird and ·west Streets, was built about 1800. It 

was for ninet .r -six years the home of Benjamin Ferris, and members of 

his family. One daughter lived there for ninety-three years. The 

father was born and raised in a house that stood on the N. E. corner 

of Th ird and Shipley, now part of the Farmers Bank site. The boy 
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Benjamin would often look up the hill at the house on West Street, 

and wish he owned it; this he managed to do at the age of forty. 

One marked feature of this house is the deep slanting roof, with the 

eaves hanging far out over the upper windows. A one-story frame 

building was attached tq the south side of the main building, and 

was used as an office. Benjamin Ferris was a writer of some note. 

One of his efforts was, "The Early Settlement on the Delaware." 
were 

The two houses at 701 and 703 West Street/~ built at the 

same time, but the latter is the only one associated with the Ferris 

family . It had been occupied by one of the Tatnall family when 

bought by William Ferris in 1888. He died there in 1909. It is 

about the same age as the house at 301 West Street. When these 

two houses wer e built, the area on all sides consisted of vacant 

lots, with dirt roads for travel. 

Another Ferris home stood on the west side of TRtnall Street, 

below Fifth. This was the home of John Ferris, who lived there for 

only two years, dying of smallpox i~ the epidemic of 1750. He was a 

tanner, and his tan-yard was on the opposite side of Tatnall Street 
house 

from the house. With the removal of Miss Anna M. Ferris from the/ 

at 703 West Street a short while ago, the last connection of the 

Ferris family with these old hones has been severed. Like many 

another old Wilmington home, in the future they will be occupied 

by people whose ways of life are alien to all they have stood for 

in the past. 

The home at present numbered 107-109 East Sixth Street was 

originally the home of Thonas Coxe, and was built in 1801. Thomas 

brought his bride to this .home, which at t hat time had only two 

rooms, one above the other, with a cellar underneath. His bride, 
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who had always lived i~ a rambling farm-house, was surprised at its 

size. He told her not to mind, that he would build her a larger 

house some day. He built a second house on the opposite side of 

Sixth Street, but died before it was finished. Thomas Coxe was not 

only a brickmaker, but a stone mason as well. His brick ward and 

clay pits were near his home at Sixth and French Streets. 

Fifty years ago, the home was occupied by the Rumford family., 

and later on by the Dickersons, all descendants of Thomas Coxe and 

his wife. The house as it has stood for years, is an enlargement 

of the original home. 

Reference: Personal Recollections. 
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BRICKM.AKING A11JD BRICK lIAKING F lRMS OF FIFTY YEARS AGO 

Brickmaking has been an important industry in Wilmington 

for years. Different sections of the city have produced an 

abundance of clay for that purpose. Thonas Coxe, the first of 

that name, to engage in the industry, came to Wilmington over a 

hundred years ago, and built the horie now standing at Sixth and 

French Streets, now known as 109 East Sixth Street. His brick 

plant and the source from which he got his clay, were also in 

that neighborhood. His son Esau, and grandson Louis H. Coxe, 

carried on the family tradition., making brick and digging clay in 

different parts of the city. The latter)years ago,lived in the 

large square house on the N. E. corner of Seventh and Poplar 

Streets, and the lots in that vicinity furnished clay for the 

bricks. Mr. Coxe joined with Alvan Allen in the brick business 

at Front and Dupont Streets about 1880. After Mr. Coxe 1 s with

drawal fro:n the concern, Mr. Allen moved the business to Elsmere. 

In the ea.rly days , the bricks were made by hand in a wooden 

mold., without top or bottom., machinery not coming into use until 

1870. An ordinance passed by Council in 1909, prohibiting the 

further use of wood, or other inflammable building material, gave 

an impetus to the brick business. Many changes have been made in 

the process of making bricks. Where formerly they were laid on 

the hot kiln to dry, now they pass through the kiln on cars, 

sometimes more than once. The kilns are heated by oil, instead 

of wood or coal. These kilns are heated to a temperature of twenty

two hundred degrees, and in case they are shut down for any length 

of time, it takes about two weeks to bring the heat back to that 
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point. To do it quicker would buckle the sides of the kiln. James 

H. Beggs made brick over Eleventh Street bridge from clay dug in 

that vicinity. He imported brick-makers from abroad, who brought 

here their skill for making more artistic material, such as terra

cotta trimmings. 

The James Oberly Compan-r., founded by the father of the present 

firm., started in business at Second Street and Greenhill Avenue. 

Another type of brick which has come into favor in the last 

few years is known as the Gettysburg shale brick. This is a 

rougher type than the moulded clay brick, and is burnt to different 

shades, some being black. They are more expensive than the clay 

brick, and are found in the more pretentious homes. 

Many labor saving devices have oeen adopted by the brick 

making concerns, especially at the point of delivery. 

Reference: Personal Recollections. 
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11. 
ugustine Bridge 

Source: ungerford, E~ward, The Story of the Balti. ore & Ohio 
1827-192-7. ew York, C.P.Putnam's Sons, 1928. 365 p. 

P. 152-3: 

. •·, 

11 hile these r ors, the most of them unfo nded, .filled public 

attention, Baltimore an Ohio s redoubling its efforts to co lete its 

Phila elph a line. ~arly in 1883, the .first actual contr ct - for the 

approach a and ma onry piers of the great rrought-iron bride to be 

bu.lde ov r the Brandywine at W lmington, 104 feet hi h an 800 feet 

lo - h b en award a. It as uickly folloied by ot1ers. The road, 

as fr a~ the state line which spar tes aryland from elarare, as 

actually bein constructed by the parent company, under its arylend 

charter; through Del ware and Pennsylvania, t1e Baltimore an Ph.la elph a 

•ailroad Compan had een incorpor ted to bi ld the extension. The bon s 

of the latter company h d been placed in the hands o trustees as 

security for a lo n of ~2,400,000, hich had been negotiat d at pr n 

London by the ltimore nd Ohio, na 4½ percent - onds issued a lnst it. 

"The bridge ov r the Brandywine, although the first to be put 

under actual contract, and n itself a most sizable structure, as 

har ly to be co. pared in size 1th that which oula h ve to · e b ld d 

over the bro£>.d usquehanna. rany soundings an surveys .ere ma e, b ore 

this giant stru ture finally as locat d, about a mile above 

Gr ce at b mouth oft e river. A~vantage 'as t ke of a 1 r 

vre de 

sland, 

lyi1 ln th middle o the stream, to vary the rnethoa oe co st uct on 

to be follo 'l • At th best, it w s all hue undertakin ." 

• 2'73-4: 

·" t t e same time the ne Susquehanna Brid w s be n finished, 

1ork s bein pushe through upon a similar structure acres t e 

Brandvwine . The be nnings of this also rece ed r. illard's minis-

tration. It had been planned in the days hen the Pennsylvani still 
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Hungerford. xtract. 

had l rge had in the op rt on of B ltimore an Ohio, and ts 

desi n lt refl cted, in no small degree, the taste an practice of the 

controllin I'O • 

s11 ht chan e in the location of the line just nortl of the 

ps.ssanger 0 te.tion at.' lmington enable the bu lders o this ne bride 

to ~o their ork thout r f rence to the daily tr fie of h rod. 

T us t ey were able to totl in at least a de-ree of leisure, ad this 

t y eeded - for the bridge that hev w r b·ildin as o fabr:lcated 

tt•u tur of steel to go up almost .ln a ma ter of days and hours . It 

was constructed 1n a gen rat o when the are t ens lv ni s still 

i clined to favor the stone arch, for u e er t .ride tructuree; 

particul rl , those bu lded to c rr an unus 1 11," e· vy ur en. 

"o it w s that the new vilm .gton bride became 

structure from end to end - and one of the han son:e:r•· v r 

stone-arch 

lt n 

America . 11th its even ev l laced d o·n ed rch s st ing in 

a ex uisite city p rk and r1s1n 14 feet bove t rs o the 

narro Brand ine, it typified the highest els of rid construction 

of 11 tirne or lace. The fact th t t e man ... , o ad contract ( to b,, ld 

it bankrupted h1 self upon the op r ~tion, is no rm ne to t' . utv 

nor to the rug ed strengt of t he great masonry s ructur. 18 e ent al 

f a ct is that t he \i l min ton Bride is one of the very fe in the U ited 

t te builded for 11 time an for all conditions c serv c. Tat 1t 

'"Y fa ·r1y be expected to live up to this pro ise, me,. b ne from 

t e f ct th t the Thomas iaduct, which :Eatrobe bu lt t tbe ela, House 

1 1835 to carry ten-ton loc otives and their small cars, today carries 

300-ton loco o ives nnc 5000-ton trliins without a single addition of ny 

so t to hE: ori in ... l structure. " 



Wm. H. Forbes 
December 16, 1940 

BUYING POWER OF THE DOLLAR 

Ci ties and .T.Gwn:s. I I 
Wilmin~ton 

Installment buying, which has reached such proportions 

today, was fifty years ago confined mostly to the purchase 

of household furnishings and wearing apparel. The collectors 

for the installment houses v1 ould call at the home weekly or 

monthly to collect; if they came oftener, it would likely 

cause gossip in the neighborhood. That method of buying had 

reached such proportions in the 1920 1 s, with the addition of 

luxuries such as the automobile, phonograph, and radio, most 

of which were bought on time, that it became the concern of 

some of the manufacturers of these articles as to whether 

this was for the best interests of both them and the consum-

ing public. They engaged a leading econom i st to make an exhaus

tive study of the matter. Two of his conclusions were that it 

had increased the buying power of the purchaser, and had helped 

in the development of "mass production.~" 

The method of "one price" selling had not been established 

in the early years. If one took a fancy to a suit, but not the 

price, the merchant might "shade" the latter, rather than lose 

a sale. Today it is a matter of take it or leave it. The writer 

remembers as a boy in 1891 being taken by a relative to a store 

at Seco~d and Market Streets for a suit to wear to his first 

job. The suit cost three dollars, and contained a fair amount 

of "shoddy." A few years later the young man bought a suit 

further up town for eight dollars. Later on, he was able to 

patronize a good tailor, where he paid thirty-five dollars. 
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In that period he had advanced in wages from five to twenty

five dollars a week. 

The World War disrupted the buying of the dollar, and it 

is doubtful if such high wages andpr>ices of commodities will 

ever be experienced again. During the war, the leas levelheaded, 

with their unexpected wages, bought luxuries to which they were 

unaccustomed, and could readily have done without. A jeweler on 

East Second Street told this story, typical of those days: 

A truck driver jumped down from his truck, and came in 

to buy his girl a watch. He was not conversant enough with the 

current styles to know wbat to buy. Before he went out he dis

covered he needed a watch for his own use and a chain to go with 

it. The price of all three articles was no doubt beyond his 

earlier resources. 

Boys throwing rivets in the shipyards, with their inflated 

wages, were buying silk shirts at eight and ten dollars, where 

cotton ones had sufficed in the prewar years. Readymade cloth

ing was priced as high as sixty and seventy-five dollars, es

pecially in the larger cities, and tailor made clothing reached 

a minimum of around a hundred. 

During those days of high wages, it was left for the foreigner 

to show the way to thrift. Many Polish nationals bought houses 

in the southwestern part of the city during the war at high prices, 

and with only a cursory glance at their condition. One Polish 

man left the leather plant where he worked to work as a riveter 

in the shipyard. Where he bad formerly made thirty dollars a 

week, his maximum at war work was one hundred and forty. One 

Polish laborer went to work in a leather plant after the war, 
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where he had to be taught which was the neck from the butt 

of the skin. When he received his first week's pay he was 

disgruntled, his fifteen dollars seeming quite a comedown from 

the fifty-two he had made during the war. It became the com

mon practice among store merchants, during the war, to raise 

the price of their old stock to bring it to a par with the 

current offerings. The increased profit made in all lines dur

ing the war was offset to some extent by the sharp decline in 

wages and buying in 1920. 

At the opening of the World War in 1914, a prominent local 

dentist was about to erect an apartment house on land adjoining 

his home. ne consulted a local banker, who advised him to wait 

a while, when materials would be cheaper. he waited until near 

the close of the war, prices in the meantime increasing, some

times more than once in one day. This made it hard for a con

tractor to make an esti~ate. 

The styles in money also change. Fifty years ago, the two 

and three-cent coins were largely used. The former was about 

the size of the quarter, only a trifle heavier, with a large 

figure two on one side. It was made of the same metal as the 

one-cent piece. The three-cent piece bore a strong resemblance 

to the diITe. In buying drygoods, some of them were quoted at 

"a levy a yard," which was twelve-and-a-half cents a yard, or 

two yards for a ~:p.larter. The levy was a Spanish coin, worth 

twelve-and-one-half cents in our money. We did not use the coin, 

only the term, and sold one yard for thirteen cents. 

The heavy silver dollar was in more common use than today. 

It is remembered that in Chicago in 1896, many industrial plants 
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paid their help in gold. When William Jennings Bryan came to 

town that summer with his free silver ideas, as a panacea for 

all financial ills, one concern paid their workmen for once, 

in silver dollars, or "cart wheels," as they were often termed. 

This was done merely as an object lesson. Twelve or fifteen of 

them in the pants pocket made quite a bulge. 

Reference: Personal Recollections. 



Wm. H. Forbes 
December 19, 1940 

THE CHRISTMAS OF FIFTY YEARS AGO 

r- -: ( , ~ v-· ,5 
Cities and Towns v 

Wilmington 

The celebration of the Christmas season has broadened 

into a community affair, whereas fifty years ago it was con

fined to the churches and the home. The business section of 

the city was not decorated, and the private lawns did not have 

the lighted trees. Householders would vie with each other to 

see which could ·decorate the most attractive tree. The idea 

seemed to be to load the tree down with ornaments, obscuring 

the green. The shades would be left up and the room well 

lighted, so those who passed might enjoy the effect. 

The trees were lighted with candles, which would often 

account for fires throughout the city before the trees were 

taken down. Christmas Eve would not be complete without a 

rendering by one of the older group of "The Night Before 

Christmas." There would likely be an amount of snow on the 

ground which, with the sound of the sleigh bells, would add 

to the festal spirit. The carolers from the different churches 

would make the rounds at midnight, their efforts seeming to have 

a more spiritual flavor than is shown today. 

There was a scarcity of chocolate candy. Candy was used 

in various ways, such as sour balls, gum drops, and striped 

candy canes, the latter playing a part in the decoration of the 

tree. The assortment of mechanical toys found today was lack

ing. The children's toys would include sleds, dolls, and baby 

coaches, rocking horses, and regiments of soldiers, made of 
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metal or stiff cardboard. What toy trains were in evidence 

were rather cr•ude, and were propelled by winding. In a few 

years, the manufacturers had made this toy so attractive, 

with the addition of tunnels, bridges, stations, and electri

cal control, that they became of interest to the older males, 

as well as the boys. It is doubtful if the boy of today, with 

his wealth of mechanical toys, finds Christmas a more glowing 

affair than did the boy of fifty years ago. 

The gesture of giving to the needy children around the 

tree in the City Hall on Christmas morning, as well as the 

assortment of toys mended by the city firemen for their bene

fit, and the baskets of food furnished by the several service 

clubs and fraternal organizations, to the head of the family, 

is all in the modern spirit. Fifty years ago, the several 

churches would have trees for their Sunday-~chool children, 

when each child would receive a net bag of candy, and possibly 

some fruit. 

When New Year's day would arrive, the more affluent would 

hold "open house," with tables laden with food and drink, and 

visiting back and forth. The less well-to-do would follow that 

custom as their means per~itted. While the custom is still fol

lowed today, so many other interests intrude that it seems only 

an afterthought. 

Reference: Personal Recollections. 



Wm. H. Forbes 
November 12, 1940 

CARNIVAL W~K IN WILMINGTON 

Cities and Towns 
Wilmington 

The Elk's Carnival, held during the week of June 18, 

1900, was a week of activities long remembered. This &ffair 

was held on v&ynard Boulevard, before lilcn~, if any houses 

had been built there. The main feature was indHstrial; 

entertainruen I:; was fuJ>nished by t 1· e bos tock 1-iidway A large 

para.de was held which finished at the gates, whe1·e the fo1·mal 

openin6 took plece. In the absence of Governor Ebe Tunnell, 

the State was represented by the Secretary of Stc:.be, Jam.es 

H. Hughes. Mayor John C. Fahey repres~nted the city. 

After appropriate speeches, Miss Be1•tha Greenwood step-

ped out of a bouquet of' .i"'oaes., wrich made an electrical contact 

with the gates., mid the show was open. Robcr·t S. Baird, a 

leether nru1ufacturer, was director general, suppofted by a 

com.."llittee 01 lodge members • . Parades were .held nenrly evr:ry 

1.lrq., somet:t..mes both afternoon and evening, and the elepht,_ ts 

::..21.d camels parod1ng the s troc ts became a common sight. 

Thousands of people patronized the fair, and the different 

parades, with their floats Hnd fancy cost'Un!es, sbowed thor-

ough preparation. fhile t: ie lodge had its tickc t tia.kers at 

all the Bostock attractions, they felt in the end that, for 

all their oun ~erk, the Bostock concern got most of the money. 

Reference: Personal Recollections 
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THE CHA1WTNG GUSTOMS 

n·..-·rs ncj 'T1 wn1'l 
·:~ l,,.iir J..on 

Ctstons and ~annBrs clan~e wttr tr.e passa'P of ears. 

To a~T, tl e •1'r ole e cu n of t1 e l'ot'1e ; s di f'f e-,,en t . T 'e cas to:r> 

with s v-Lvcl h11.se, ·n tr e center of trie -1 nin.r- t'arle, w1d c1, 

rE:-lr tre SBlt, p6p-r-ior, v"nc ar, ard 0-1- er in1re11-·ents to 

It sr•1 s not out of ,,..,lPce ~re to tuck t:re -r1a,...'cin unrter tr e er· n; 

Te nank'n r>1r e~d r,+her ' s ~usteche c1 "( rl.so 

lar olv dlsa~o0ared Some of ~ 1 r elders were not 

SU S + i ~-11 tin the 1..-n • fe for tr 8 f'0rlr snrnP r f' -f-l,-.e!1'1 S t Win r-e::i 

senti:"1"'ent:s as 11 \7 at; .1.s Porr.A W" tl'ont n Mntrer" 11 0.o )ASS Onr 

T-0111e, " and o+-her, tave •lao hei:-n 1.t i1 t·'A att~c . ""',.. 

wi.t1 t:re r1arr e-· op h,hle, nn w1 -·c,~ re"'ted. r, ler,...e 1.3.:hlf, or> 

entiT1'Jen1,s . 

Another ornRmen~ of' t~e nFrlor> waste qtor>P0scope, an 
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men · 10,,,e r~ 1 ro0ts, t:be oor,jack, 8 r0nt,,,ivRn~e rnacte of 

the boo .... wus ooker1, was an '"'~ <'l in m,11.t nr of'f the hoot. 

So-me c el J,. 01.d coll,=i,rs · 81""' 
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I t;he arher s,,...oD!'l, altrou,..,.r most of tne'n" wAre cle"n, h-r 

,:;; Pn -tl'l t},P, etter shops, t1-e sofl.p in t...,f' r 1 1p i:m0 t:be SPWe tr,,..,. 

f n0t r"'zor"' 

8"" well. 

masterR, wit r-·s s+-u1.·o -in Enen Psll 0 n 'est: Ten+-"' qt')'leet 

Ev t~A st~ndard~ of t:bose qys twas consiaere<l ratter 

r saue, but it woul1 he t"'me alon stde of tre hurlesaue 

sriows of today. 

Abol't U"\g8 a wan--1.er· n 0pera tro11pe ln.vea n the open at 

Front and Union Streets, ' ,:.r:k of tr e 0111 h~lJ na,,, r. Trtcll1f1pd 

s10n was smal , and one ~,·d +-(! 1'10, exnecr ~, rh• 
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re tl'r attr ct;ons of an am sement park. TultPr on, tre 
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t~e Peoples Line. ~ot narks were vell patrnnized. 

It was a pop1.l r pasr.'me for small Dart es to t~ke 

t e --i lson L111.4' hoat aho11t s-· x o' lock, an r'r de +o 

'Jadel ~1 a, rP~vrn1n~ nn tre s~me bnat. On a moonl~~~t 

n1~1t, this made pleas nt tr p. T ken all in all, 

W"lM'n~ton ans in t~e A rlv ye rs ~ad no ~rorhlP f'n~ nr 

mean'1, to ass tr 

R~ference: Personal Recollect~ons. 
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Wm. H. For~es 
August 20, 1940 

THE CHANGING CITY 

Cities and Towns 
Wilmington 

With the passage of years, old concerns and types of 

business that were once prominent are unknown to the rising 

generation. In the coal business were J. Milt Solomon, 

Burke and Kellum, and Owen J. Hession. In those days, when 

the area of the city was somewhat less than today, one 

section of the city, that over Washington Street Bridge, 

not being developed, it was possible to deliver coal and 

other commodities by horse-drawn vehicles. The expansion 

of the city created a demand for motorized equipment to 

facilitate deliveries. 

Wagons peddling coal oil, both to stores and homes, were 

numerous. Many of the homes used coal oil lamps, and some 

used coal oil in stoves for cooking, as gas stoves were not 

in common use at the time. Before the growth of the great 

packing houses, with their branches everywhere, the city had 

numerous small concerns of that type, an1ong these Gottlieb 

Mannnele, grandfather of c. Canby Mamm.ele, the paint man, and 

Hart Brothers, both in the neighborhood of Fifth and Poplar 

Streets. Men drove around selling kindling wood for use in 

starting the coal fire; stoves were used for heating as well 

as cooking, since furnaces were not in general use, being 

confined to the more pretentious homes. 

German bakeries were numerous, making it easy to procure 

bread and rolls, although. the baking in the home was more 
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prevalent than today. Laundries were small affairs, the 

business divided among the Chinamen and a few white lau.ri.dries 1 

the most prominent of 'M:lich1 was that of Waddington Bradway, 

on the second floor at the s. E. corner of Sixth and Shipley 

Streets. This business was taken over on the death of Mr. 

Bradway by William Hammond, who had served his apprenticeship 

with Mr. Bradway. The business was later on moved to the Rink, 

on West Eleventh Street. 

A good many of the cigars smoked were of local manu.i'acture. 

The Market Street stores all had their "Senates," who accounted 

for a fair share of the day's revenues. Small gambling was 

conducted in policy shops, where a few cents could be laid, 

these places being favored largely by the Negroes who laid great 

tress on "dream books." No doubt crap and the number games 

have taken the place of the old policy shop for the man with a 

small bet. Many of these places were mere shanties, with a 

blackboard on the wall, on which were numbers in squares. Efforts 

of the police to close these places were of little avail, as the 

shops were able to move from place to place with little effort. 

Three types of business that were prominent in the early 

years were coopers or barrel-makers, coffee-roasters and soap

makers. The coffee comes today to the local stores roasted, 

'j l 

and sometimes ground, although a large amount of the latter was 

done in the home in the early days. John Aspin had a roasting 

plant at Fifth and Adams Streets, where the aroma could be 

detected for some distance. Some of the poorer classes found a 

revenue by the sale of fats collected in the home to the soap 

makers, among whom was John M. Kelly, at Third and the Pennsylvania 

Railroad. 
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There were some fine old homes on the East Side years 

ago, but these are dilapidated today. One of these was the 

house at the N.E. corner of Seventh and Poplar Streets over 

seventy-five years ago, the home of the Coxe family, who 

for generations were briclonakers. Much of the land between 

this home and Church Street, which is now built up, was the 

source from which they dug the clay. These deep lots were 

generally filled with rain water, and 'When the winter was cold, 

would be used for skating ponds. On the s. E. corner of 

Seventh at Poplar was the home of Dr. T. A. Keables, a 

prominent physician of the early days. On the north side, 

between Poplar and Lombard, lived the Tindalls, father and 

sons, contractors and builders. At 336 East Seventh was the 

home and tailor shop of John P. Becker]y,and at 338 was the 

home and bakery of Daniel Fritz, father of George, who will be 

remembered as a salesman at Megary's furniture store, and married 

the daughter of Herbert Watson, the druggist. On the N. E. corner 

of Seventh and Wilson was the notion store of Miss Flora Curlett, 

where she was assisted by her two sisters, who are all living. 

The Curlett home was at 703 Poplar Street, and in that row, 

also lived Asa Denio, road.J.uaster of engineers of the P.R.R., 

and William H. Foulk, contractor and builder. 

One traveling around Third and Lombard Streets today would 

hardly realize that years ago some of the prominent business 

men of the city resided here. Among them were the Mills family, 

coal dealers and makers of coal wagons; Enoch Moore, mose 

family for generations, were interested in boatbu.ilding; and 

the Poinsett family, who were coppersmiths, one of a later 

generation being a letter carrier in the city. 
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On Fourth Street, on the south side below Poplar, lived 

the Rev. Alfred Scott, who also was a professor of painting 

and drawing. He was the son of the Rev. Levi S~ott, one 

of the early Bishops of the Methodist Church, and the father 

of Henry P. and Harlan Scott, who were later on prominent 

bankers in the city. On the s. w. corner of Fourth at Poplar 

was the home and German bakery of John D. Kurtz, father of 

Charles C. and William F. Kurtz. The Klund family, of which 

Elmer Klund, former tax collector, was a member, had their 

home and milk depot on Fourth Street, between Lombard and 

Pine. At 419 East Fourth was the home of George w. To,msend, 

real estate dealer, whose son Charles carried on the family 

business for some years after his father's death. 

While there were some Negroes on the East Side in the early 

years, there were very few of the foreign element, such as 

Poles, Jews and Italians. All of these races have increased 

in numbers, changing the whole complexion of that section. 

Overshadowing all else in this section in point of interest 

and antiquity is the Old Swedes Church, first erected by the 

Swedish colony in 1698. To quote from the diary of the first 

minister, Eric Biorck (1699); "The stones were broken by the 

congregation, and hauled mostly on sleds, in Winter, and the 

boards were all sawed by hand, on a saw pit, and the nails 

forged by a smith, and has cost one-hundred pounds, Pennsylvania 

currency." The original church was devoid of porch, galleries, 

and tower, these being added later. Two companies of English 
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soldiers were quartered in the church in 1777. Services 

were discontinued in 1830, the congregation having built 

a church, at Fifth and King Streets, but were resumed there 

in 1842. 

The interest shown in this ancient church is attested 

by the names inscribed in the register in the tower room, 

representing every State in the Union, and fore:lgn countries, 

great interest being shown, by visitors of Swedish extraction. 

In the graveyard adjoining are interred the Rev. Alfred E. ;ee, 

first Protestant Episcopal Bishop of the Diocese, members of 

the Bayard family, and others of lesser note. The Swedes 

conducted services there until 1791 1 when the church was 

taken over by the Episcopal Communion, ten ministers acting 

for the former, and sixteen for the latter. The first Vicar 

was appointed,in 1847, twelve having acted in that capacity, 

including the present incumbent, the Rev. Robert B~ll, who 

is rounding out his twenty-fifth year. The Vicar is subject 

to the Rector and Vestry of Trinity Church, at Delaware Avenue 

and Adams Street. 

Another institution, the Peoples Settlement, while not 

classed a~ antique, has for nearly forty years touched the 

lives of many people, young and old, especially in the eastern 

part of the city. Organized in 1902, and first located in a 

little frame house at the s. w. Corner of Taylor and Church 

Streets, in nine years its progress had been such that plans 

were laid for more adequate quarters. The financing of the 

new building at 408 East 8th Street was partly by the earnest 

endeavors of its membership, and the balance by people of means 
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who had become i nterested in the work. At this date, the 

Settlement is free from all encumbrances. 

Over 60,000 people are benefited by its work, scholar

ships being offered in colleges, both here and elsewhere, 

and clubs and classes for young and old being conducted 

within the building. Often three generations of one family 

have been enrolled at different times in its membership. 

The founder and main inspiration in this work has been 

a local woman, Miss Sarah Webb Pyle, a graduate of Northfield 

Seminary, ably assisted by Miss Edith RJJ.ssell. The work and 

progress of this institution received the stamp of approval 
~ 

from none other than Jane A,,p.ams, of Hull House. 

On Fourth Street, just above Poplar, lived James (!_rubb, 

whose daughter married George Cleland. The latter conducted 

a shoe store on Market Street, below Fifth, which was later 

taken over by Edmund P. Moody, for some years a tax collector 

in the city and a noted horseman. Close by Mr. Grubb lived 

w. Bradway, proprietor of the laundry at Sixth and Shipley, -
whose wife conducted a millinery store at the home address. 

On the opposite side of Fourth, at 314, was another of those 

small meat plants, that of George ~bel. Many in this type 

of business. had socalled butcher stalls, in the market houses. 

On Fourth Street at No. 8 was the well -equipped grocery 

store of Deverell Brothers, and at No. 11 was the German 

bakery and store of Charles Yetter. Among the large firms 

in that locality, were the candy manufacturing plant of Barkley 

Brothers,at Fourth and French,an:lthebakery of w. and J. Lang, who 
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specialized in oyster crackers, at Fifth and French. 

The early Gas Office was at the N. E. corner of Third -
and Shipley, on part of the present site of the Farmers Bank. 

On the N. w. corner of Second and Shipley, was the Kent 

Hardware Company, Mr. Kent, one of the old Q.uakei~ merchants, 

lived at Sixth and Jefferson Streets. On the West side of 

Shipley, below Third, on the present site of the Jewish 

Synagogue, was the early home and dental parlors of the Garrett 

family, afterwards at Delaware Avenue and West. Close by lived 

the Lacklen family, a member of which, Miss Mary Lacklen, a 

teacher in the High School, and before that Principal of No.7 

School at Fifth and Pine streets. 

Before the days of the scientific handling of milk, and 

through large dealers, many local men, often with milk depots 

at their homes, would sell milk from one wagon, going from 

door to door with a large can, with the measure hanging from · 

the spout. Clarence Fraim, one of the large dealers in this 

commodity today, is remembered as one of that class around 

1900. Oysters were also sold on the stre et in the same manner. 

Years ago men in the National Government service were chosen 

from the veterans of the Civil War, the Civil Service not 

having entered into the matter at that time. Among the local 

men was Peter B. Ayars, who was minus one an11, and wore a false 

hand, painted to resemble a glove. He left several daughters 

among them Mrs. J. Clarence Green, wife of "Dad" Green, and 

Mrs. John Brady, whose husband was a lawyer in the city. 

Veterans' pensions wer e not applied for directly to Washington, 

but through a "Pension Agent.," among whom is remembered Col. 

John W .Wainwright, who lived at 816 West Street. 

;' 
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Among the old local customs, none seem to have survived 

like "Big Quarterly. "The day 1s interests center around the 

Mother Church at 819 French Street, erected 1nl813 through 

the efforts of a layman, Peter Spencer, whose idea was to free 

the Negroes from white control in religious matters. Int he 

early years, the gatherings had. more spiritual fervor than today, 

and were more picturesque, both in their persons and in their 

conveyances. The younger generation make it more of a social 

gathering, probably being the only time of year they meet. Here 

and there along French Street will be found preachers exhorting 

the people to turn from their sinful ways. The "inner man" has 

been well provided for, as watermelon, fried chicken, and other 

eatables dear to the N9gro 1 s heart are arrayed on stands. for 

several blocks, both in front yards and on the pavements. While 

it lasts for only a day, the activities crowded into that short 

space of time are no doubt pleasant memories for many days to 

come. 

The scenes on the streets of Wilmington m.en the motor indus

try was in its infancy differed very little from many other cities. 

People would gather around a small Haynes car, as well as one of 

the mor.e expensive makes, both being curiosities. The statement 

was made a short time ago that in the pioneering days there were 

as high as eighty different makes of cars on the streets at 

one time. Many of these makes of cars were absorbed by the more 

successful firms, or simply passed out of the picture. Among 

the expensive makes of cars were the Lozier and Winton, long 

since forgotten. One prominent doctor had an electric brougham, 

costing $2,300 and there were a number of electric machines in the 
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city. Every few days, according to the mileage "l"W'l up," 

the cars would be turned over to the electric power company for 

recharging, which would usually be done through the night. 

The maximum speed of this type of car was about fifteen miles 

an hour; it was often hard for them to negotiate some of the 

steep hills for lack of power. Men and women both wore linen 

dusters; the men used caps, and the women, long veils over 

their headx. 

When the car ~ refuse~ to run, the operator would. get 
" 

out and get under the car as the engine was in the hood 

at that time. Very few knew what kept the car from functioning 

except those who were mechanically inclined. The car was steered 

by a lever, placed directly in front of the driver. There were 

no .closed bodies, and in what two-seated cars were made, the 

entrance to the rear seat was from the back. 

Reference: Personal Recollections. 
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D8ED TO GARESCHE HOUSE OJ:. FRE1'.CH STREET 

44 

This Indenture made the twenty-second day of June One thou

sand seven hundred and Ninety five Between Char•les Barrett of 

the Borough of Wilmington and County of Newcastle in the State 

of Delaware Yeoman and Ann his wife of the one nart, and John 

Garascher du Racher of the Borough and County aforesaid Gentie

man of the other part ,Jherea.s the said Charles Barrett by virtue 

of an Indenture of bargain and Sale duly executed under the 

hands and Seals of Job Harvey and Sarah his wife for the consid--
erat::!.on therein mentioned became lawfu~Jy seized in fee of and 

in a certain lot or niece of land situate in the said Borough 

and bounded as followeth viz: Bee-inning at a Stake on the .... :ast 

side of French Street bein.::_ a corner of another lot of the said 

Charles Barrett, thence by the same .:>outh fifty eie-ht degrees 

_,__,ast two hundred and seventy three feetto another corner of the 

said lot thence South thirty two degI'ees 'Vest e.nd parrallel with 

French Street twenty feet to a cor·ner Stake thence North fifty 

eirht de~rees :est and parrallel with Broad Street two hundred and 

seventy three feet to Ii'rench Street thence by the same North 

thirty two degrees East twenty feet to the place of Beginn~ng 

containing- five thousand and four hundred and sixty feet be the 

same more or less as by the said Indenture bearin[ date the 

second day of the first rfonth One thousand seven hundrea and 

~inety and Recorded in the Rolls office at ~ewcastle in Lib. 

reference thereunto beine had may more 

fully and at large appear. (seventy pounds) 
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DELAWARE AVE TT.TE IN THE EARL YEARS 

Cities and Town 
Wilmington 

Now that Delaware Avenue is being widened for the 

second t Me in less than twenty- five years, it would not 

be amiss to review the street as it was fifty years or 

more a o . When the Avenue was first laidout,1t was the in

tention to run it throuah to Yarket treet, coMino- out 

about inth Street . There was so much wrangling among 

the City Fathers over the price asked for the property 

needed, a nominal sum compared to what would be asked 

for it today, that the project was abandoned, and the 

Avenue stopned at Tatnall Street . 

On the N. W. corner of Tatnall and the Avenue, stood 

the home of Jacob F . Sharp, of the f ~m of Jackson and 

Sharp . This house had a ~ard, which ran the len th of the 

house, and later built on, the new house jo:nin the old, 

and bein used as a hotel, known as the Gables,mana ed by 

r~r. and r·rs. Supplee . It was this house that Carrie ration, 

the hatchet woman , favored with her patronage when she came 

to Wilrri ton before the ·world War . Her conduct was rather 

mild, bein~ confined o snatchinp ci~arettes out of the 

Men's mouths, while they were sittin in the lobby. 

On the S.E. corner of West Street still stands the 

Delaware Avenue Baptjst Church, where D:t>. Alderman preached 

over fifty Je ars ago. The Doctor was a brilliant preacher, 

and an attract ve- 1.ooking man . The receptacle for baptizing 

/0 0 
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was under the floor of the pulpit, and it was said "The 

women liked to have him baptize them, as then they could · 

be held in his arms·." 

Across on the S .W. corner of West S treet was the home 

<IDf the Garrett famil"T, the father and two sons bein.r: dent

ists, all praticing to~ether. Wm. R. Garrettlived at 1002 

West, and Harry, the bachelor, lived with his Father. The 

old tree in the arret yard, which ca'sed so m, ch agitation 

when it was cut down two years aco, was a landmar even in 

those da .,.s. Two lit le ho ses which stood midway of the 

square, between West and Washineton, we~e torn down in 1939. 

Miss l'ary ~~haffey,wbo lived in one, had a private school, 

at Tenth and 1,1arket Streets. At 1006 West Street was the 

home of ~eorge W. Todd, an executive of the Diamond State -
Iron Company, and prom:tnent in l\·ethodist Church circles. 

At 405 Delaware Avenue was the drug store of John M.Harvey, 

r~. llarve~ bein in business up to a few ;ears ago . 

At the N.E. corner of Washington Street was the Sweden

borgain Church, now lccated at Pennsylvania Avenue and Broom. 

There was a wide vista at this intersection, looking across 

to the home of Job H. Jackson, now the site of the .1:.C.A. 

Two houses stand today, between the Y and Jefferson Street; 

in the firs o. e lived Willard Hall Porter, an eminent law~ .,,. 
ye~. Across the Avenve, on the S. E. corr.er of Jefferson, 

was the borne of J. Parke Postles, leather mam1facturer and -
Civil War veteran. 

The larre stone house Rt the s.v~. corner of Eleventh 

and Jefferson, built and occupied by 1:r . Mcinall, the drug-

10\ 
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p st, was afterwards the hon;e, at diffe ·ent ti,,,es, of 

Nathaniel "qerison of the Harlan and Hollinsworth Company, 

John • Paker and Richard Patzows 1r:"', leather ""'8 1.'facturers, 

and is now the home and fl1neral parlors of James T. Chandler 

and Son. Int e six hundred block, on the north side of 

the Avenue, were the bomes of im. R. and Harlan Gause, 

Edmund P. f!ood.,., and Charles w. Gouert, the latter still 

li vi:r.g at +he a,..,.e of inety-three. On the So·,th side of 

this block was t e I"'ar le yard, of J"ohn L. r alone. 

In the next block, on the preset site of tbe High 

School, was a pleasant home, set in the midst of trees and 

lawn, the residence of Geor e Churchman, lumber dealer. On 

the South s·· ~e of the nine hundred block were the homes of 

Robert Yorrow, who passed away in 1939, Wm. E. Hawkins, 

real estate dealer, whose wife vacated the property, less 

than two years arro. He died so~e years aro, an d she passed 

awa in 1939. Across the Avenue, in that bock, lived E. 

Tatnall ½arner, Preston Lea, at one t ~e ~overnor of the 

State, and at a later per od, Henr P. Scott, the banker, 

and W lliam N. Bannard, Superint9ndP~t of the l~ryland 

Division. 

On the Port~ side of the Aven1e, eyond Jaclson, was 

the ho:n,e of Joshua Puse:-, later on occupied by his son, 

Charles W. Pusey, both cor-nected with the Pusey and Jones 

Col'."lpan~. On that side of he Avenue, at Van Buren Street, 

was the home of I. Trimble Q,uifley, leather man1lfacturer, 

and across the Avenue, on the s. E. corner, was the home 

of Thomas Mccorkle, who at one time promoted the Delmarvia 

/0 
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Telephone Company. It was said of this house that you could 

turn tbe key in one door, and that would lock most of the 

doors in the house. 

On hes.~. corner of Van Buren Street, 01 the present 

site of the Rodney Court Apartments, was the home of Barent 

an leeck, beina occupied before it was torn down, by 

Charles L. Patterso , '"'.,,.,e of the du Pont executives. On the 

site of the Kennett Apartme ts were two houses, facing down 

the Avenue, o e occupied b~r Washinc,•ton Hastinr,s, and the 

other by his son. Fenry B. Seidel of the firrn of Seidel and 

Hastinp-s, with foundries on hurch Street, lived at 1204 Del

aware Avenue. On the North side, at 1107, was the residence 

of Henry o. Mendinhall, one of thee ecvtives of the Diamond 

State Iron Compan~, and on the N. E. corner of Harrison Street 

was the Convent of the isitatioP, now k owri as the Ursuline 

Academy. 

At the N.W. cor er of treAvenue and Franklin was the 

home of Jobn V. Rogers, now the residence of the Catholic 

Bishop. Mr. Rogers conducted a prlnt'ri:::; establjshment at 

Sixth and Orange Streets, and was said to have printed the 

tickets for the old Louisiana Lottery. ~ st beyond t~is 

home was the residence of Iolstein Harvc~, wholesale grocer, 
just 

standinr- toda-.., and lookin,.,./ t.is it did over fifty .,~ears aro, ex-

cept tba.t it '1as been enlarg-ed. Just bevond this house, at 

1311, was the home of James L. De Von a cordwainer, or 

shoemaker as we call them now. His dau,..,.hter I ar-..r lives in 

the home at +-bis til""e. li'llrther on the Avenue, at the N.E. 

corner of Broom, was the home of Clement B. Smyth, another 

I(!) 
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executive of the D a. ond State Iron Conmany. 

In the ce ter of the s~1are, bo ded b 1 arrison and 

Frankljn, Delaware and ilpln Avenues, stands an old hone, 

with trees and lawn, that in the early period was the home 

of Judge Leonard E. Wales, of the u. s. district court. On _.., 

the S. w. corner of room, was the hore of Charles P. ~re, 

Chief Justice of the State courts. .. • Lore was a man of 

striking appearance, tall and slender, with a shock of white 

hair . Ee was held up to the boys of that time as the sort 

of man you mioht grow up to be, if you were good. At the 

s.v. corner of Fourteenth anct Broom was the palatial home 

of I • and J rs. Willard S~l.sbury, the home bein,..,. he e-ift 

of her former h •"!band, Williarr d1J Pont, who stated at the .... 
time that it represented an outlay of $1,000,000 furnished . 

Jtr. Saulbury studied law in the of+·ice of his wife I s fathe:r., 

Victor du Pont. 

Those who remember the Avenue, in the earl~ vears, will 

no doubt a~ree tba f om West to Jackson it has not been im

p:r·oved, either b~ cu -t-in,.,. dovm the trees, espe6ially alone 

by the cemeter:, (althou h new ones have been planted inside 

the cemetery yard, through the generosity of a citizen) nor 

b the presence . +' O~ the numero1.1s oil stations. In wldeninr, 

t es reets of he r,ity, the statement has been made that there 

are more neople riding than walkin,·, and thus wide walks are 

not needed. 

eference: Personal Recollections. 
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DESCR TIO OF tIL INGTON IN 1940 

Th follo11ng extr ct is to.ken from he Geogranh1c 

asis of 

iversity of Io11a . Published by Harper 

London, 1940. 

Brothers, e York 

e 632 

IL Ur GTO 

'' :.t. e city of '1lm1ngto , Delaware, 1s prob bly 
bet o as the locntion for the lome office 
of the gia t Du ~ont ch,mical ·nterests . •co-

or.iic ca ital and c ie:r city of D laware, il
mington is th distribution center ot only 
for th t state bu for much of' th eastern · ore 
of Chesapeake I.lay. 'lbese factors have given 

i .. mington the character of a comm rc1al city, 
ess ntially a distribution center for a product1v 
agricultural area 1ch includes most of the 
Chesapeake p 1nsula. ( 111 gton calls the 
pe insula Del- mar- va, derived from the ames 
of the three state sharing 1t. ) The P nnsyl• 
vani Railroad' net ork of lines on the pe 1n ula 
converges on 1lm1.ngton and there is a si nificant 
uper- h1gh ay extending south ard from the city 

to tap the area. 

'I dustrially, Wilmington's interests are diverse. 
Tho Du ont have large factories here but their 
min intere ta are elsewhere . 11 1 gton h s 
tanneri s, paper mills, railroad shops ~ and textile 
mill. It is e pecially noted for its production 
of glazed k d, d fiber~ and rubber hose . Its 
marine termt al on the la~are River gives il
min ton access to the sh1pp1 g la es of th orld. ~• 
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Tf{E EARLY _.:::mG STORES 

En(' 

Cities and Tovms 
Vil.ri1ington 

The atmosphere of t;:1.e early drug store differed materially 

from -che store of today . The floor vva.s cenerally laid in 

black and white marble squares, and the bottles of colored 

watA~ in tbe window identifie~ the place as a dru 0 store. No 

food was sold, and the soda fountain, with its limited assort

ment of drinks, took second place to the prescription counter . 

Some of the old dru0 firms !'emembered are Taylor and Fullerton, -
at Third and King streets; ringhurst's on !1.arlrnt, below 

.. 'ourth, 'dhich closed in 1939 after a lon~ career; z. James 

.. ~lt, ut Sixth and Market; Philip H. Wood, at •J.1enth and Mar~et; 

and John .. 1:. Harvey at Tenth and :est . These stores usually 

car~ied a line of uood Ci6ars. In the early 189O ' s, Herbert 

K. \~tson, in the Institute buildins at Ei,;hth and Iharket, 

developed a lare;;e soda counter trade, :mostly confined to ice 

cream sodas , since there were no fancy concoctions , such as 

banana splits , and chocolate nut sundaes , at that time. 

Durin0 the 1904 rate war of the Pennsylvania and Baltimore - -
and Ohio Railroads , bet,1e 1 ere o.nd Philadelphia, the latter 

road issued oolrn of tickets , wr1 ich 'Nere placed around in the 

drug stores. John :1. Harvey and the 0iller Dru,s Store , adjacent 

to the ::3 . & O. station, were well supplied. This meL.od brought 

the fare down to fifty cents for the round trip , the handler 

of the book8 rece.i.vin ter cents, on every ticket sold. 

toJ 
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The .• & o. stations, both here and in Philadelphia, 

being out of the "beaten patb, 11 called for the added expense 

of atreet car fare, not to mention the inconvenience and loss 

of tL~e. As most every one who ~oes to Philadelphia does 

a certain amount of shoppine, this rate war, along v!i th the 

railroad passes, which were in those days distributed by the 

roads, with a le.vish hand, worked to the detriment 0f the 

local merchants. 

Reference: Personal Hecollcct~ons. 



John Cunin~ham 
Josephine b. Dragotta 

Wilmington, ~arly history 
Whaling 

Reference: - Whaling 1'1asters, Compiled and Vvritten by the Federal 

~riters 1 Project of the iorks Progress Administration 

of ,assacbusetts. Published by the Old Dartmouth histor

ical Society of New Bedford, rass~ 1938. 314 pp. 

'Directory of Whaling ~stars, 1731-1925 - Sailings from American Ports.' 

Captain Year Ship Port 

Ayres, Edward 1837 Ceres Wilmington, Del. 

Ayres, Edward 1841 " II II 

Baker, John S. 1839 Jefferson " II 

Barker, Johns. 1839 II II II 

Cox, Willian: H. 1836 North America II " 
Cox, Williar H. 1839 Lucy Ann It II 

Cox, illiam H. 1841 II " II 

Croci{er 1836 Superior " II 

Crocker 1839 II ti II 

Parke1·, John J. 1835 Lucy Anne II II 

Parker, John J. 1837 II ti II 

Simmons 1838 North America II ti 

Weeden 1834 Ceres tr II 

I 
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WRD COUNT 

J/0 ... 
01· Count o Typed 

Pa es and the Delaware 
Guide. 
I copy to Government; one 
to Education; one to Ency
clopedia. 

ord Count on thr e sample solid page of the Dela1are 
• 

P. 129 Lit rature· 
P. 19 Cit es & T. 
P. 123 Religion 

418 
608 
llii. 

ords, 
I 

tt 

40 lines 
u r 
II 0 

* Average to a page 452 " • 

ord s ac on page: 6 10/16 X 4 3/l.6 

Para a • 3 long, 3 lines over • 
6 short 
5 larger, 2 smaller. 

A full page of typing on riters' Project sheets 111 

run from 260 to 30 orda. Thus, three pages 'of typing 

will adequately fill t pa s of the Dela aJte Guide . ., or 
\ 

' -a pa e and a ha·r of typing, full ages containing 20 

lines, will equal to full solid pages of the Guide . t 

1s a liberal count. 
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in th bay and in th river belo the circl, his r port is in 

caption h e be n filed 

controver y 11 be 

fa or of N Jr ey. To that p t 

by D ln r • Th t o branche of th 

p rat ly 

First. 

d her. 

within~ cirol • 

D la re trace her title to the riv r bed 11th1n th 
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circle through d ods going back two and h lf c ntur1 and more. 

On Aunt 2, 16821 th of York deliv red to 1111am 

Penn ad d of feoffment or the t elve mile cirol hr by h 

eonv yd to the o fee "ALL THAT the Town of e castle other-

wi call Dela r an All that ct of Land lying thin th 

C pas or Circl of lv 11 out th sem scituate ly1 

and being upon th Riv r D lawar in r1c And 11 Islands in 

th ame Riv r Del d th sa d 1v r and Soyle th reof 

lying orth of th Southennost part of the id Circle of Tw lve 

ilea about the 1d Town. On Octob r 2, 1682 there s formal 

liv ry of se1s1n of th lands an ter within the twelv mile 

circl • John o and Ep ~am H_!Z'man, ttorney appointed in th 

d doff o! ~t, ve os easion and isin y e iv of the 

fort of theed To and le ving th d illiam P 1n quiet and 

peaceabl pos s1on thereof o.nd allso by t deliv ry of turf 

and twig and t r d Soyl of the River of D l r • " " did 

deliv r allso unto h1m one turf th t gg upon it orr1nger 

1th River ter and Soyl in p rt of oll what sp c1f1ed in 

the d Ind nt or deed." 

By force of thee act 

any t1tl to th riv r bed 

there was conv yed to th feotf e 

thin the c1rcl that then belonged 

to th :teoffor. 

the Duke of York, 

Jersey insists, ho v r, that the feoff •, 

not th owner of any territory est 
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l• The following is the d script1on: 

"All that the Towne of ewcastle otherd e 
called Dela are and the tort therein or th reunto 
belonging ecituat lying and being between Maryland 
and New Jersey in eric And all that Tract of land 
lying within th Oompasse or Circle of tw lve mile 
bout the said Towne sc1tuate lying an being upon 

the Riv r of Dela ar and 11 Island in the said 
River of Dela are and the said River and Soyl 
thereof lying North of the outhermost p rt of 
th ea.id Circle oft elve miles about the a id 
To e And all that Tract ol Land upon Delaware 
River and &y be nn1 t 1~lve mile South tram 
th aid Towne of wcastl otherwise celled Dela• 

r and extending South to Cape Lepen." 

\ \4-
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Th re 1s no doubt th t these letters were delivered to the 

Duke. The Special aster ha found u on evidence supporting 

the conclusion t hat hey re fter ards deliver d to Penn 

from whom they paase to hi d scendants. The Master lao 

found,and again upon o bf o1ent ev1denoe, tat the letters 

patent so delivered" ere never ·there ft r surrendered, nor was 

tho ant of 1 dB and ters ther by de ev r abandon d nor was 
I 

its validity ever paired by any act or roceeding." y 

fore of this grant tr.ere a .oed to th Duke of York a title to 

the lan within t 

grantee under t~~ 

circle 

offnl nt. 

!ch inur d bye topp 1 to the 

Th applicable principle in such circumstance 1 among 

the rudiment of t . law or pro rty. The covenant enorating 

the estoppal is co only on of oe1ain. Irvine v.. 
~ 

Irv ne, 9 all. 617; yan Rens laer v. K cc..rney, 11 How. 

297, 323, 325; ;retft v. unson, 67 N. Y. 97; Ve.nderheyd n v 

Crnnda.11, 2 Deni 8; a .f 1d .Y. 491; ....;;;;.;;.;..;;. .. 

Pick 324.2 The effect 1 the oeme re the covenant 1 

one up further assurance. taylor v • .;;.;:::=~ 1, Chan. Cas. 274 

(1676); ~ v. Carter, 14 Fed. Oas. 9 l; l Sawy. 212; \Vholey v. 

Cavanaugh, 8 C 1. 132; ~ v. Ston , 10 inn. 114; ?forf leet v. 

ussell, 64 o. 176. To enforce tat conclusion e do not n ed 

to ander far a ield d consider other deed than the sp c1f1o 

one in question. There exist :f'or ou" nlightment tho opinion of 

the Chancellor in historic lit· ation her the relation 

betw en the feof nt of ugu t, 1682, and the later patent from 

e- Compare, ho ever, a to cov nants of seisin, Doane v. 
· 1cut , 5 Gray 328 ; Allen v. Sayward, 5 e. 446. 
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(,f 

th 11 ent o t , 0 a. succ or Q 

or 0 17 end Council of 

inc e Lo or tle 

e u er of 

l 1 n o e 

1 or a 

r f ITU.pti • 
, l t cllnll of th 

ovem-

• • on 

ot lb , 
l' 8 r slllt o 

, 1 01 the 

• ... 
• • 

tl C a ccese r. But he 

s a , t al C • 

• 
n 

f 1n 

e t of th 

r 1tor1 s, 0 r 

re 
8 ent, 1 0 , et·l J" ll t 

i yo 8 ch it 

:, an4. 

1, 

• 1701, t tb 

of i l tl e ct ot 
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0 r hip. t interval during the reign o£Anne an afterwards 

h 

Cro 

equired to sign eclar tion t11 the prov l by h 

o hi 0 overnm ntal ct, ~uc as _ po-ntmen"i.; of a 

ner to d m 1 ish 0 her do uty, n. not to be construed. in any 

cl~ of r t to s "d thr e lo er count ·" But 

th cl o ri .t th· · r· e v 1ere nev r admitted by enn to 

v lid, nor re t ey ev Cro N t ven th 

etitiona of jo ou r val, o ,in th C:t'o on,wer or u 
to it into ct:ton. u, in 17171 the Erl of outh :rlruid 

h 

d f'or 

re 

ttorney en 

e ri. g, but 

s be to 

-
r nt of th thre Lo or Count1e s erti that 

rov that 

1 SU d a 

titl 

on to Po 

d s fared 

r, and~ e prcce 1n 

in th Cro • Th 

to pr sent t 

trek of apo_l0A7, 

10\\e:i t l ps • 

like r te a · it 11 r petitions eubmitte in later ye r. 

.ese vat1on of th 1·07~ claime 1ght co t nuo 

cautiou criv nera -the time of ·· Re olut1on they r 

1ttl 1or tlall pious formul~s. At· le, goo of record hon 

re_nforcod y t patent of' 16 , ha ~ en conf _ • ad by a co tury 

o und sturued . o se s on. en the I eaty of Paris .. 1 d in 

17 3, the l ·n thin he ci rel a art o tlle te:i. ... ri tol""Y of 

D la an th t tle sin th enns or 1n p son els. 1ng 

l e" • 
e cl r tion o Inde e denc made Dela re e. t i;e 

/of 
th bound r s h t • Noh n that wa done 7hr 

le isl tur th r afte hac had the r ect of cutt n do her 

t r11tor1al limits, ho v r much it y nave r act d the private 

0 rah::.p of th P nns and their suoc ssor. othing ther after 

done has th effect of addi t the territory then belon ing 
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claim oT practical con truction. The decl ration 

th an ey to privat titles, not to 

ri • Int e ec nomic unrest d di turbanc of the blic 

day, 

oft 

e _ abite.nt o el are ere ready to disavo the claim 

Penns an o era to 'he er ship o vast 1•0 o un-

cult .v ted lar..d. This is f r :rom moan n that there 

dis vo o the erel..7 th co had de-

rived it fo an be n. t t le l ion nv1 s 

nl r nt, not r atr. ctio ,ot t e dam in 

et ·th, in.dee , t t o h ur o 0 

common o ership. 

quicy nto the 

oun ri bet on coloni or tat • uestions of ivate owner~ 

s p r 0 s con 

en ed, 

an y n 

t re nl 

r sult could ot 

1 ter t n - of 

s convey 

o de"' ne th 

of , 

cy po1,tanc • 
/eve~ .. 

y h ile 

th t he b 

or o e of 

0 t out uec 

nn' titl 

on nc 

y have 

,parent, 

r cur.t l d. uch 

ully ng th 

ereby se1 iory- nth new worl d 

tr 

er nn and · 

• ot of o o letter 

prov nee or colony 

or not. co ony of a r as e i necl. by hi atont 

thereby 

th 

on that cl 1~ it d c n 1776 and tlln succeed in 

·7 S to any fr 0 0 in th ro • In r -
smnin th tl to lC 1 • it ople ha . o thought 

o:f c:l. un l."'ie , o :relinqui bin foot of 
I 

,;,Oil ov th t or lo .• ne ter tory of th contro-

V -"-->Y t e he st t his abund tly cle r, if 1. could 

t c nc u no s ie than a question 

f ~ t·um an ano er. OUr concern 1 th 
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~hi~ v·. µo lb;y, l 2 U. • 1, 13, Hal , D Jir ris, P• 22. 

e~er s i been oubt d t · th r t ll b uppeld wher 

t o l h n conv01 1 e1 nt to th ant or dele-

a tion of p r t1'iotly gcve ntal. __£_tin v. add.ell, 16 

Pe • 67, o, 4-13, =.;;..;;;..;==;..;;..;;=' v. ~1!..~, 271 u. " • 65, 89, 

o. In uo o1t·c t o , "t land undor th av bl water 

pa ed to th ra.ntoe s one ot h royalties ncident to tb powers 

of governm nt, 

and or th ·mn 

en the oil 

w r to b held y in ·he e.mo ann r, 

ur ose that th vi able at 1• of land, 

.. der th • ar held by ·h Cr It • tin v • 

ddell, u r, >. 413. 

up nit f o an 1n t 

!l?he ant ~r Charles II to o k s 

t of v rnment. f of.:fment from 

York to ann r n .turth ranc of ndr ends. '>enn had no 

thought of u ng hi titl to the oil s obstruction to 

av tion or t tny th r c on right. n 1 tt r to one of 

hi c .i wr1t s a arly a April,, 1683, ono rning 

bound 1w n got1 t on t th Pl: inc of le J r ey: "Insi t 

u ,on my Title to ye .. ivo , Boyl and Islands th reof according to 

Grant •• • tev r e y Argument, th re boundo stward 

by the iv r ele. ro, yn they c ot o beyond lo ter mark 

or land. T. h v y b r';y f y Rivar, but not yo ro r1ety . " 

~ title tot oil, ch c au joct t the ~u publicum 111h1le 

it v sted n t ng d 1 t I is subj ct to the sam 

ro triction in th er ip of la r • Th: p t nt d the 

d.eedo tmd r 1 t a:r not vo .for t of pow r. 

D l e• ch o t tle h.s no b o follo ed from the 

r of to 1 2 to th rly day of st t ood b n found to 

be un ro n. Th question r 1n eth r som ot rand better 

chain can be brought fo~, ....... by e J rs y. Unl s bis can be 



done, Del 

he 

tot t t 

re mus· prev 11. ·t down to he e ce of 17 3 at 

h evol ton, New J rsey s no chain to oi•t er. Up 

, r r liw.1ce i les upon the 

stren tho heron le than on the weakn s of her adversary' • 

The su> o d d feet h ve lr ady b en revis d tl opinion, 

and h ve ' e n foui to tmre 1. There is still to be consid red 

t durin0 th y era of st telood have work d chang 

of owner P• e, Jor .sey rgu s that they ho.v , thou 1 not ven 

duri those ye do ~ i uild her claim of itl u on :1.nstru

rath r thi , that through the ment o ecord. a~ cla· 

©..: rc1 e of do n· on by ~iparitm propi etors and by the o ficer 

o.f ·o,, rl 1 t:, ti 1 uC t ub qu OU soil u_ to the centre of 

t e develop d r er t on. The ecial aster 

held o 0r re in ccor ·tb his ccnclus1on. 

e C S o ian roprietors are conn ct d 

ui 1 d iers that 1 .. oject into the 

8 1,1' ere u lt an~ , -llt J.lled tLou · prote t 

on th 8.l't are, nd no doubt ·th 1 rap rov 1. here is 

not ng n t eir pres nee to ndicat en a an onment y the 0ve~ei~n 

f t1tl tote oil. · th le. of ater o many of our states, 

le. · · icn in ct ha e conmen la of 

Engla:n., 

l e 

an pro ri to1" V ry C o ly enjoyed th priv6-

ni C to by uil. ·ng 

and th :though ,. e titl t; the i'or ho e o th 

1vee end piers, 

ed may have 

beo1 ves ·c 4 n the t te. 

17 u. S. 141, 57 1 h1velt v., o lby, ,rn, t 

PP• 2 , o5; ......,.....;;;;......, __ ......, ....... = ............. v. S th, l N. Y. 7 ; _!!. !• v. 

D rn - U. S • 352, ~57 • e:reey in p rticular · as been libe:>al e 

in aocording suoh 11cen (St te v. J rsey ity, 25 u. J. Law 
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526), and ao, it eema, baa Dela rare(Harl n & Hollingsworth Oo. T. 

Puohall, 6. Del. Ch. j35J State v. Reybol4, 6 Harr. 484, ,ee), 
though 1n Delaware, unlike New Jersey, title to the foreshore 1a 1n 

the riparian proprietor. Prom acquiescence in theae im9rovementa ot 

the river front, there can be no leg1m interenoe that Delaware 

made over to New Jere-, the title to the stream up to the middle of 

the channel or even th• ao11 under the p1era. 1'he privilege or 

11oenae wa accorded to the owners 1n41vidually and even aa to 

th• waa bounded bJ' the line of their poaseaaiOJl. 

Apart from these acts ot dominion bJ' riparian proprietors, 

here are other aota of daminicm by' ew Jeraey and ita agents whioh 

are relied upon now aa 1nd1oat1ve of ownerahip. 1bey include the 

service ot process, civil and c~1m1na1J the aaaeaam t ot improvements 

' to'!! the purpoae of taxationJ and the execution ot deeda ot con• 

veyanoe to the United States and others. Of all it 1a enough 1;o 

aay that they are matobe4 bJ m&?Q" other aota, quall7 1n41oat1ve 

ot own rahip and. dam.inion, by the OQvex-n:ment of Delaware. !he 

Kaster aummar1z s the •1tuat1on with t.he statement that "at no 

time baa the State ot Delaware ever abandoned its claim, 4am1nion 

or jurisdiction over the O.laware R1 ver w1 thin said twelve-ail• 

circle, nor has it at any time acquiesced. 1n the claim ot th• State 

ot Bew JeraBy • thereto, uoept as mod1t1e4 by the • . • • Ocmpact ot 

1906. 

The truth indeed 1• that al.moat .froa the b•g1nn1'ng ot atateb.oo4 

Delaware and Hew Jeraff1 have been engaged 1n a dispute a• to the 

boundary between th•• T.here 1a no roam in auch o1roumataneea for 

the appl1oat1on of the principl that long acc,.desoence ..-, eatatal.1ah 

,. The canplainant points tor illustration to the oonatruot1on 
o:t important worka for the use of the Dllpont Co. 41 400 t et below 
low water level, and taxation or these works like other propertJ' 1n 

ew Jer•f11• At that time controversy waa flagrant between the two 
states. o _ inference of ownerahlp oan be drawn from dClllinion 
exerted in auoh condition. 
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u. • 
3., 613; Indian • X ntu:clg. 136 U. • 478, 509, 

v. w York, supra, P• 96. Acqui aoence is not compatibl with 

entury of eonf'li t. ll be m ntion d ong 

many t t r availabl. In 1813, t to 

th Unit 

main hannel thin th t lv mil circl., for th r ct1on of 

fort. A controv r y ro b tw th Uni d St te a holder 

o th D laware title and nry ~ le who cl 1med under Bew J r e-,. 

In 1836, Gal brou t ejectm nt in th Unit tate Circuit Court 

a t Beling, a tenant. - . Justice Baldwin arg th jury 

that Penn h d no titl, but h cb.arg 

no o l th l t t O 1883, 

1t pl n th t h had 

th t they w r no 

ta 

1li vid no b for 

Htt1tD.l)}:1re7, o had succ ed 

t r 

tot 

rbitr tion w agre 

ew J rsey titl, 

upon 1>e't1Nten 

th Gov rn--
ment of th Unit t tea, r pre nt by the S or taey of • t..'l 

that proc d rd in tavor of th Governm nt. 'l'h 

opinion by the bitr tor, ch wa announce in January-, 1849, 1 

a ar ful t t ent of oonfl oting cl 1ma ot right. 

ee th C of • But the controv r -
not do • In 1877, e rs beg a uit in this ourt to 

th d1 put 

April, 1 07, 

• It slumber for y y r, and finally in 

di oontinu without pr•judic. 205 Unit St te 

560. If record uh a th1 make out a title by acqu.1 oen e, 

one 1s what ta lo to kno how protest would b ho • 

Th compl in t bring anothe rgum nt upon a comp ct w1 th 

th d f nd t which r t1f1 by th p rt1 in ch., 1905, an 

approv by Oongree 111 J 1u ry of that y ar. 34 tat. 
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e. 394, p. 858. ear told that by this comp ct the controversy 

et at rest and the claim of Dela re abandoned. It is an 
' 

ar ent whol y witho t fore. Th oompaoG of 1905 provides for 

the enjo onto ri a~13.ll ri ·s, or concurrent jurisdiction 1n 

rs ect of civil o.nd crim nal proc sse, and for concurrent right 

of fishery. Beyon that it doe not go. othing herein contained 

ehall af ect ·ho territorial its, rights, or juri diction ot either 

3 tat of, in, or ov r th Dela i~e 1 ver, or the o mersb.1 of th 

subaqu ou soil thereof, 

inion, tho 

cept as hore1n expres ly et forth." 

it has ariz d many f ct and ar a-

ment, h-s erforce omitt d many other, 1m orta.nt n the vie of 

co 1. o - nt o a ve ui h th ent ~hat thy h ve 

ovorlo e • sion is the ss serio s n vie of the 

a l: J.C' .1 1 1 co preh n J.Ve report submitted y the Special aster. 

Al vhat 

tl or set 

tters o t n this keen )ut amicable controversy is 

l e, nd ther a d in he supporti docwnents 

the tuden four local hi tory can live it ov I en e will. 

o hold 

__<! ~ ~-

e o t 

a o t J.ive mil 

fr ·he ive 

e t·tie o la are o the land within th circle. 

·we ve mil circle tler i stretch of ater 

long, not different in its hy ical c1aracter1 tio 

bove, end below this i another stratc of water 

forty-five miles 1ong re the river broadens into a bay. 

Th title to the oil of the lo er rlver and the by is 

un f' act d by any~ t to the Duka of York or others. The letters 

atent to J e do not f fect the o erahi of th bod below the 

cii"cl • Up to th t·m hen Ne Jer ey and Dela ar b come ind -

nt stat , the ,itle to the soil under the waters b lo tho circle 
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t 11 in h Cro of n land. e ind p d nc s a.chi v d, 

r tho th prec t to b 

of nte1"n 1onal 

379. nt rn tion l 

s - t 3 by ddl 

not by tho geo 

v. 111no1s, 147 u. 

, 175 U 

u. l, 9• , 

U S 73, 

doc rino of -

ob yed in the d vi ·on o t ter 

S7 , 

tod 7 d1 id tho 1~:i. v bound ri s bet n 

he n channel, en ther one, and 

cal centre, half y b t on tho b nk • !Q__ 

• 1, 7, , 

u •• l , 169, 170J 

50 U. • 9; tinnecot 

p 11 th rune doc tr· no, no kno n 

and by 1n 11 th do inant 

sail o nn l c b ol to th 

u 1,.0.; end c th ., 
• l ; ore, Di t J. te ation l 

to17., J.; 

08 u. • 401; 

.;;,:;;.;.....,,&;;;,;:;;.;.:;:...;;;;,;;;.::n..:.t, 18 d , Oa • 7 51, 

•Ca• 984, 

or do 

th tr 

Y, 

, 
s th o en tr c tak n by boat int eir cour down 

ch 1 t t f th str ng t curr nt. l e tlake, 

Inter.nation ban, 

tonal, PP• , ~4; ck nbec , I 

yde, a r • , ior, ..1.ntern tional 

Intern tion • 

th ec1 iv te t en v r th 

t on 1 d 

it uvi l Intern -

tonal ver, ~. 176; 

odif , 1051; Calvo, Die-

rem s o d i 1 that th! 

1 con 1t1 n de n th 

tr ck o n vi at1o. er o 1tion e es to hi, t t t by 1 

q · lly v bl 

g bl n 178 

directions, or t 11 v nt o vi-

eo 

cirel ~ th 

nth b nc o tr c f n vi tion th 

eocnn th b dry. o of oieo, but of 

to th s ction oft 

boundary i to 

'b -t · en th a an th 

cc t d,. tol I Q 

tter of eonven1 nc. 
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1he finding• of the pecial ster, ••ll suppovted by the 

evidence, overccme the -...-........... ent thus drawn i'rom pbts1oal concil tiona. 

H vis s that "as early as Fisher's Chart of D law.re ay (1756) 

ther haa been well-d fined cnannel ot navigation up and down the 

Bay and River,• in which the current of water ttains its maximum 

velocity; that "Delaware River and ay, on account of shoals, are 

not equally navi a le in all d1rec ti ons, but the main ship oha.mlel 

must be adhered to for safety 1n navigation;" that the bay, ac

cording to testimony, "i only an expansion of the lo er part ot 
/River, 11 

Delaware and that the tresh water of th river does not spread 

out uniformly when it drains into the bay, but maintains a con

tinuing identity through 1ts course into the ocean. 1 1il.e record 

sho•• the exiatence of a well-defined deep water sailing channel 

in Delawar River and Bay oonst1tut1ng a necessary track ot nQv~

gation, and the boundary between the States ot Delaware and Now 

Jerae-, in aa1d bay is the middle of said channel." 

The underlying rationale of the doctrine of the 'l'.g.alJ!S 

is one oi' equality and Justice. "A river," 1n tbe words ot Holmes 

J. (!!;! 3erse1 v. New !2!:,k, 283 u. s. 336, 342) "1s more than 

an amen1 ty, 1 t 1 a treasure. ' If the di v1d1ng line were to be 

placed in the centre of the stream rather than in the centre ot 

the channel, the whole track of' navigation mi t be thrown within 

the territory of one state to the exclusion of w:1e other. Oon

s1derat1ona auoh as these have less importance for cOJ1111onwealt hs or 

states united under a general government than for states wholl7 

1ndepen4ent. er. ield, J. in !2'!!• v. Illinoia, supra, p. 10. 

None the leas, the same test will be applied 1n the absence ot 

us or convention pointed to another. ~ v. Illinois , 

supra. Indeed, in 1783, the equal opportunity for use that was 
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derived fr qual o rship y have had a ractica.l import nee 

for th ne ly liberat d colonies, till loosely knit together, such 

t ould not h ve to y. Th y r not taki rm.y ch noes 1n 

f irs of v tal mom nt. ys driver ar more t geometrical 

divi ion. Thy re th arteri of trad an tr vel. 

o s tell u of time w. en the doctrine of the 

s still unlmo or unde elop • Anci ntly, 1 are in-

orm. d, ther principle of co- inion by hich boundary 

tre to th 1r ent r width r held in common ownership by th 

propr1 tors on 1th r sid. l Hyd, Internation l La, p. 243, 

137. Th n, th Or t1u and Vattel, came th notion of equality 

of did ion ( y, Dro t ntern tional, vol. l, PP• 425, 426; Hyd, 

supr, p 24, 1t1 Grot1u, De Ju Be l t Pac s, nd Vattel~, 
... of tion ) , though ho thi 1f s to b till in-

d f1n1t wid unc rt in, as th cit t on 1.'X'O Grot1 and V ttel 
5 

sow. Fin ly, bout th nd of th ei t nth century, the 

form.ul noqu1r d prec1 ion, th middl of the" tre "b coming 

th m1ddl O th n channel• tt re re statem nt by th comm n-

tator t t the tem ---=---S 1 to be tr ce to th Con ess of 

R stadt in 1797 ( t, Du Regime Oonventionn 1 d Fleuves 

Int rn t1on ux, • 72J Kock, Hit r de Traite de Pe.ix, vol. 5, p. 

5. Oroti ha th1 to ay (De Jure 111 et Pac , Book 2, c. 3, 
18)1 "In Case of ny Doubt, th Juri diction on each Sid reach to 
th 1ddlo of th v r t t run bet t them, yet it may be, and 
1n Pl ce 1 t h s ctu lly happened th t the River olly belong 
to on arty; 1 ther c u e th oth r Nation h d not got poss ss1on 
~f th other , 1 t111 later, nd vb.en the1~ I ighbours wer lready 
n Poss saion of th ole River, or els becau e atters we stipu• 

lat d by om.e Tr ty. " 
In an arli r eotion (16 subdivi ion 2) h quote tat 

of Taaitu t t t c rtain oint "the Rhine b an •• to hav 
Oh.rum 1, 1ch was prop r to erve or Bound ey.' 

Vatt l {La of ations, au r) at te the rul s follo s "If, 
oft o nations 1nl1ab1t1n the oppo ite bank of the river, neither 
p rty can rov that they th l ves, or tho e mos rights th y in
herit, r the irst ettler 1n thos tracts, tis to b sup o ed 
that both nation c d at th same t1m, since neither of th 
can 1ve any reason for claimi:gg th or ferenc • ;nd in ~1-i1s case th 
dominion of ach 11 extena~o tne mid e 01· e River.r-
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156) and th Treaty of Lun v 11 in 1801. Hyde, upr , p • 245, 246; 

Ka nb c, In·e t1onal Riv r, P• 176; ._,a.w.i., lation l ontier, 

th n ne, he notion tr sl t by hr , p. 17. If th term 

of qu 11ty no • re are tr atie efor the Peace of Luneville 

in which the bo 17 1 d cri a th 1ddl of th channel, though, 

it se thout thought that 1n this th re a innovation, or 

that th e l1 

cl rd to fo lo 

oul ha. e be n di.ff er· t if the boundary had de-

mid e o th tr , Hyde, upr, P• 246. u , 

int re ty of etober 27, 1795, b teen the United Stat and Spain 

( rticl IV),. it 1 " red that th wet rn boundary of th Unit 

St te hioh e r te them i'r n1 colo117 of Loui iaml8. 

is in th mid.dl of th c nn l or b d o the iv r Mia is 1 pi." 

1 l r, ti oh r Int rn tio1al Act of th Unit d State of 

eric , vol. , P• 21. er are oth r tr at1e of the run period 

1n hieh th oun ary 1 d crib a th middl of 1he river without 

.fur rd finition, yet th1 court ha h 1 tb. t th phras in-

t n e to b qu1 valent to th middle of' the channel. !2.'!!, v. Illinois, 

su_r. See, e.g . , 

the Treaty o 1763 bet en Ore t r1t in, ranc Sp in• which calls 

si ip 1." The for line 1" lon · e mi 1 of the er 

to giv 

ixity- and pr c1s1on to at had been ind.ef'in te and fluid, Thar 

still arsin of uncertainty within hich oonfl1ct1ng ethod 

of division ere cont in stecy. Cone 1vabl., that 

i,n tru today in un ual ituation of vul ions or 

6. Se also th tr collect in th Ar ent of tho United 
St te befor th Intern tional Bounda17" Commission in the Chnm1zal 
Ar !tr t1on of 1910 t nth Unit d St te an ex1co. 

y- tr cs th conce to the 1 to a period earlier than 
the Tre ty- of Munster, 164 Droit Int rn tion 1, v. l, P• 426. 
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erosion. Hyde, upr, PP• 246, 247. Evon so, there h s emerged 

out of th flux of an era of tran 1tion ork1ng principle of 

div1s1on adapted to the needs of th international co · ity. 

Through v :eying modes of speech the la has been groping for 

form that will ach.1eve qu lity in substance. and not 94uality 

in name only. Unl s prescr1~~1on or convention has 1ntrenchad 

e.noth r rul (l tlake, International Law, p. 146), w ~~~ to 

utilize the formul that will make equality prevail. 

In 1783, when the Revolutionary War was over, Delaware and Ne 

Jersey b gan th cl an sl t. Tb.er s no treaty or convention 

fixing th boundary between th • 'l'here was no possessory act or 

other act of dom n1on to ive to the boundary 1n bay and riv r 
/rre~tical 

belo the circle cation, or to establish preacr1pt1v 

right. In these circumstance ,the oap city of th law is to d velo 

and apply for.mula con onant 1th justice and th the _ ol1t1cal 

and social n d or the international legal sy tem i not lessened 

by the f ct that at the "'I¥atim cf th bound ry the formula of th 

==--e_g had only g inal exi tence. Th gap is no so great 

th t djud1c t1on may not f'lll it. Lauterpacht, e Function of 

Law in the Int rn t1oruil.C unity, pp. 52; 60, 70, 85, l ~ llt, 

111, 255, 404, 432. Treaties a oat cont poraneous, ich were 

to b follow by a host of others, er d claratory of principle 

that 8 it y into th legal order. Hall, International 

ta , 7th ed., P• 7. International la , or the la th t gov rn 

b teen st te, ha at times, like the common la within stats, 

a twilight exi tence uring which its barcllJ distinguishabl from 

mor lity or j tioe, till•~ length the primatur of a court at

tests it jural quality. L ut r acht, supra, PP• 110, 255J Hall, 

supra, PP• 7, 12, 15, 16; Jenks, The e J rispru.d.enc pp. 11, 12. 

The radual consolidation of opinion and habits" (Vinogr of'• 
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the subaqueous soil of the D lawar River within said t elve-

m l circl wo. adjud1eat d to b ood d valid in la in 

equity. 

e. le contain din th Aet of th Del r 

Leg1 l tur of 8 t bor 7 179 does not in l constitut 

to pel or lect1on b1ndi upon th tat of Del re with 

r sp ct to th ourc of th t1tl of the St t of D la r to 

any of th l or t rs comprised. thin th tea and bounds 

of th St t of • 

7. Th State of l 

on Sept 

and tot 

or 2, 17 3., ucc 

titl of' th Cro 

and tr c r1 

ar, u on acqu1 1t1on of t t hood 

ed. to the title of 1111 enn, 

of y,- to th land 

tes d bound.a f by the 

said title de ds bove de crib • 

a. 'l'h boundari a of the Colony 

and d rm.in . by th Lott r Patent of 

ere fixe 

rch 22, 1682/5, .from 

Charle II ot l d to th Duke of York, en by virtue of the 

Tr ty of P o of Sept ber 8, 1783, the State of Del r uc

ceede to ominlon v r th oil nd tor !thin aid boundar1e • 

9. e d L tt r P tent of rch 22, 1682/3, or not 

in f ct or in l rrend r ·o the Cro 1th r by virtu ot 

th bill of April ll, 1683, or by v1rtu of ny oth r ct or pro

ce cling t v r. 

10. Th ocord ho the ex st c of 11-defined deep 

tr l in D la r River and By con tituting 

o s ry tra or navigation, and boundary between th tates 

of D la e Jr ey in a by 1 the mid of said 

chann 1. 
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subaqueous aoil thereof, and said Compact clid not 1n anywise 

alter or ai'f ect the boundaries of the respective states. 

24. The record establish• that as early as Fisher's 

Chart of Delaware Bay (1756) there has been a well-defined. 

channel of navigation up ~d down the Bay and River. '!his 

channel has, a1nce the revolution, been regularl7 marked by the 

Government. 

25. That Delaware River and Bay, on account of shoals, 

are not equally navigable in all directions. but the main ship 

channel must be adhered to tor safety in naTigation. 

26. The testimony shows tha~ the Bay 1a only an expansion 

of th lower part of the Delaware R1verJ that the current in the 

Bay is mainly tidal.J but the testimony allows that there is a flow 

of wn,er through the Bay and that a maximum current :velocitJ' 1a 

found 1n the ship channel. 

27. Approximately two billion cubic feet of fresh water 

per da7 drains into the Bay. It does not spread out uniformly. 

Observances have proved that it tends to concentrate along the 

Delaware shore of the Bay. By di v1d1ng the channel between the 

capes into three nearly equal parts obaervationa show that about 

five times as much fresh water comes down the outherl7 channel 

as does the northern channel along the New Jere shore. 
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Harris1 Reginald v. 
F~tract: / c;harles Inglis, Missionary,Loyalist, Bishop, 1734-1816. 
Chapter III. Dover. rages 17-31 inc. 1937. 

DOVER 

The parish of Dover, Delaware, is one of the oldest in the 

United States. In the report of the S.P.G. for 1728, Dover is 

described as 11 the Capital of Kent County; but very thin of houses., 

containing not above 40 families. The people showed a very earnest 

Desire of having the Church of England v.orship set up among them., 

and the Society appointed the Rev. Thomas Crawford to be Missionary -
at Dover in the Year 1704 • • II • • 

I do Declare that I will conform to the Liturgy of the Church 
of England as it is now by Law Established Chas Inglis. 

This Declaration was made and Subscribed before :¼e by 
the said Charles Inglis, Clerk, to be Licenced to perform the 
Ministerial Office in the Province of Pennsylvania in America 
this Twenty fourth day of December in the year of our Lord 1758 and 
in the Eleventh year of our Translation. 

0 He was very constant in his Labours, and did not confine 

them to Dover Town, and the adjacent Parts, but preached up and 

down the County, which is about 50 Miles long at several Places. 

His general Audience was from 50 to near 200 Persons and he ordinarily 

had between 30 and 40 eommunicants." 

The present Church in "Church Squar-e 11 was built of brick, begun 

in 1734 (the year of Inglis' birth), and finished about 1738. 

The main entrance was originally in the centre of the south 

wall, with the slaves' gallery overhead within. There was no chancel, 

the altar being placed against the centre of the east wall. The 

pulpit was of the old 11 two decker" fashion, facing the entrance. The 
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floor was of bricks laid on the ground, the old family pews square 

with high panelling and doors. Probably the only heat was a fire

place in the small room at the west end, a relic that had to be 

removed to gain the width for the present entrance. 

Thomas by Divine Permission Bishop of London To our beloved 
in Christ Charles Inglis, Clerk---------- Greeting We do by these 
Presents Give & Grant to You in whose Fidelity, Morals, Learning 
sound Doctrine & Diligence. We do fully confide our Licence & 
Authority (to continue only during our pleasure) to perform the 
Office of a Priest in the Province of Pennsylvania in America----

in Reading the Common Prayer and performing other ecclesiastical 
Duties, belonging to the said Office according to the Form prescribed 
in the Book of Common Prayer made and published by Authority of 
of Parliament & with Canons & Constitutions in that behalf, lawfully 
established & promulged and not otherwise or in any Other manner/ You 
having first before Us subscribed the Articles &· taken the Oaths 
which in this Case are required by Law to be Subscribed and taken) 

In Witness whereof we have caused our Seal which vie use in 
this case to oe hereto affixed. Dated the Twentyfourth day of December 
in the Year of our Lord 1758 and in the Eleventh Year of our Translation. 

Rev. Hugh N~ill, Inglis' predecessor as Rector, writing in 1750 

when he took charge, said "The Dover Church is in miserable condition. 

It looks more like a refuge for wild beasts than a house dedicated 

to the services of God. 11 

In this same church Rev. Charles Inglis began his ministry 

and, though restored, it still stands after a lapse of two hundred 

years. The house occupied by him as a rectory has long since disap

peared. 

INGLIS BEGINS HIS WORK 

Some idea of the nature and difficulties of Inglis' work 

there may be seen by the following extracts from his letter of May 10, 

1760, to the Secretary of the S.P.G. 
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11 The Mission includes the whole County of Kent., 

which extends upwards of thirty miles along the River 

Delaware; and as I have a Church at the extremity of 

each end., besides Dover., the greatest part of these 

Congregations is made up of Inhabitants from the 

borders of the two adjoining Counties, Newcastle and 

Sussex. '11here are in this County several hundreds 

of people who perhaps have never heard a Sermon., 

and do not belong to any religious denomination of 

Christians. Such, for the most part, are those who 

inhabit the large Forests which lie between us and 

Maryland and the vast Marshes that stretch along the 

River Delaware. I went among the former of these last 

Autumn, several times, on week days, and preached. Once 

I bantized twenty-five white children after the sermon. 0 

11The People in general are very loose. The Party 

Spirit that rages among them contributes not a little 

to this; each Party., in order to ingratiate themselves 

with the opulace, invitin, them to public .Meetings., 

which are nothing but scenes of Drunkenness and 

Debauchery. I must, however, do them Justice in men

tioning a becoming Zeal which they discovered in 

repairing the Church of Dover., which lay in a most 

shocking Condition when I came here; but it is now 

finished, and ornamented with a Bell, ulpit Cloth., etc. 

etc., the Donations of particular Gentlemen. I am not 

without Hopes of seeing a further Reformation., as my 



-4-

Churches are crowded on Sundays and I have had such 

a Call for the Society's small Tracts, that they are all 

disperst now to about one Dozen. 11 

It is noteworthy that in this same letter he pressed upon 

the Society the need of an episcopate in the American colonies. 

Doubtless h i s own experience, inconvenience and expense, and the 

dangers of an Atlantic voyage, led him to urge the advantages of 

episcopal supervis i on. Had the constant advice of men like Bishop 

Berkeley and Inglis been followed, the Church in the United States 

would have been one of the most numerous, instead of, as it is, one 

of the smallest religious bodies in the country. ( i) 

DTTE.'MPERAHCE 

An example of his method of attack and hi·s earnestness and 

zeal are well indicated by his attitude towards intemperance. 

Drunkenness at elections, we are told, was common in those days on 

both sides of the Atlantic, and the custom of tttreating" by the 

candidates themselves, persisted. Against this Inglis set his 

energies, and at election times he held Services near the polling• 

booths and in places where meetings were held. Writing to the 

Society on Sept. 26, 1760, he referred to this evil: 

"These Meetings which were held once a week for 

near two Months before Election Day, the first of 

Oct 'r, were attended with the most pernicious Consequences., 

The People's Morals were entirely debauched at them, for 

he was best liked who gave the most liberal Treat. By this 

Means they became Scenes of the grossest Debauch and Vice.n 

(i) Perry's Hist. Coll. Am.er. Colon. Church V p. 101. 



11 I was determined this Autumn, if possible, to re

move this ~vil. As soon as I was informed where a 

Meeting was to be held, I gave Notice that I was to 

preach near that Place, and on that very Day. 'fuis at 

first drew the more serious Part of my own Hearers 

from them as well as those of other Denominations, 

whose example was soon followed by great Numbers. I 

also prevailed with the most considerable of the 

Candidates not to go to them, and those of less Note 

followed their FAaniple." 

nThus, by persuading the Candidates to stay away, 

preaching near the Places where they were held, and 

setting them in that horrid Light they deserved, these 

Riots dwindled almost to 1othing. This gives me the 

greatest Pleasure and the more so as it has been in a 

great Measure the Means of increasing my Communi

cants to above double what they were when I first 

came here.u(j) 

REPORTS TO S.P.G. 

Inglis made frequent, regular and detailed reports to the 

Society of the progress of affairs in his large parish, all 

evidencing his zeal and energy. A typical report is that of 

June 15, 1762, to the new Secretary of the Society, Dr. Daniel 

Burton, who succeeded Dr. Philip Bearcroft in 1761. 

0 The Country, for this part of the World, is thick 

settled, the whole County containing, at a moderate 

(j) Perr~'s Hist. Coll.VP• 102. 

I S-o 



-6-

Computation, about seven thousand Souls. Of those who 

hold religious Communion with any Denomination of 

Christians out of that number, upwards of one third 

are Members of the Church of England. There are 

three Quaker and Presbyterian Meeting Houses; 

Presbyterians are much more numerous than the former. 

"When I first came here in the year 1759, I found 

three Churches; one of brick, at Dover, near the Center 

of the County, but quite out of Order & indecent-

without Yard, without Glass, Plaister, Ceiling, Door, 

or Window Shutter. The other two of ;1ood & in the 

same condition, one at each end of the County, & on 

the great road leading thro 1 it. To have these Churches 

put into decent repair v,as the first object of my at

tention, & this I have succeeded in. The Church of 

Dover is now decently finished, & ornamented with 

a velvet Fulpit Cloth, Cushion, &c., besides a Bell 

wl"'ich were donations from several Gentlemen. The 

Church of Mispillion, at the lower end of the County, 

being too small, an Addition of two Wings have been 

made to it--one to eacr side--& the whole is also 

decently finished. The Church of Duck Creek, in the 

upper end of the County, being too small, s.lso, & 

being old besides, & decaying, the People unanimously 

agreed to build a new Brick Church, of larger dimen

sions, & after a sermon I preached on the Occasion, 

they subscribed very liberally, according to their Cir

cumstances. 'J:he Church is now a building & I expect 
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to preach in it before next Winter. 

11Besides these three, a fourth Church was built 

last AutU1r.n, by a number of People on the Border 

of Maryland, who are at such a distance from any of 

the former, that they could seldom attend them, even 

in Summer. Many of them have lived for whole 

years togetber without hearing a Sermon, th~ir Children 

grovm up unbaptized and uninstructed. It was this 

which made me consent to forward the building of it 

& attend it, which I do on a week day, once a Month; 

for I had too much Fatigue & Duty to go tbro 1 before. 

The religious state of these People was truly deplorable 

& affecting, & as they were extremely pressing I should 

come among them, & cheerful in subscribing towards 

building the Church, tho' miserably Poor, I thought it 

my Duty, while Providence spared my Health, to undergo 

any Fatigue, rather than omit such an opportunity of doing 

some good among them. 

ttwere it not that I have Youth on my side, & that 

Providence has blessed me with an uninterrupted state 

of Good Health since I came, (which is the more 

remarkable as the Country is low & marshy, the inhabi

tants very sickly, & my constitutjon weak), were it 

not, I say, for these, I never could attend them, or go 

thro 1 the parochial Duties of so extensive a Mission. 

Should I continue here till advanced in age, or should 

I grow sickly, it would be impossible for me to undergo 

the Fatigue I have at present. 11 (k) 

(k) From ~Sin possession of resident of Dover, Del. 
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HIS HEALTH FAILS 

His good health, however, was not always to remain 

11uninterrupted,n and though he may not have realized that 

they were to blame, the attacks of the Delaware mosquitoes 

began to take effect, with the result that we find him writing 

the Secretary of the Society on Dec. 2, 1762: 

11 The State of good Health I have hitherto enjoyed 

in this Mission has been interrupted t h is Autumn. 

From the beginning of August till the latter End of 

October, I have been sadly affected with the fever and 

Ague. A few days ago I had a relapse out of which I 

am now recovering. It has reduced me very low, and 

Heaven only knows what may be the ~vent. The bad 

Air of this place, with the fatigue of attending four 

Cburches, three of which are thirty Miles apart, 

brought t his Disorder on me. The fatigue is in Truth 

more than I a.m able to bear, and a few years must 

inevitably put "a Period to my life if I continue to 

undergo it. 11 ( 1 ) 

OTHER INTERESTS 

During his incumbency at Dover, he did not confine him-

self to the affairs of his parish; his mission had no boundaries 

and his energies were employed in extending the Kingdom. 

As early as 1760, he turned his attention to the work of 

Christianizing the Indians, a work which had been begun among the 

faithful .ohawks at Fort Hunter as early as 1710. To this work 

with which Inglis was later to be identified in a larger way, 

(1) Perry's Hist. co11 •• v. p. 107. 
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reference will be made in a later chapter. 

Inglis also turned a sympathetic ear to the appeal for 

relief from those who had been driven from their homes by 

the border warfare with the Indians and who had sought refuge 

in Lancaster, York and Cumberland Counties, in Pennsylvania, 

bis first sphere of work as a schoolmaster for the Society. 

The Indians, dissatisfied with the new regime following the 

Conquest of Canada in 1760-3, organized under the great ~ ntiac, 

and, ravaging the western frontier of Pennsylvania, drove the un

protected settlers from their farms to the more settled parts of 

the Province. Under the leadership of Rev. Richard Peters of 

Philadelphia, the clergy began raising funds for their relief and 

Inglis followed thej_r example, preaching a 11 Charity sermon" in spite 

of great physical weakness caused by a return of fever and ague, 

and raised the splendid sum of bl6.6 for the relief fund. 

Still another interest was the better and more effective 

organization of the Church in the colonies, and to this end he 

co-operated with his brother clergy from time to time in the 

holding of unofficial conventtons, held originally for mutual 

edification and support. As early as 1702, the clergy of New York 

"had a sort of convention at the instance and charge of his Excellency 
/ 

Colonel Nicholson, governor of Virgina,n 11 considering ways and means 

to propagate the Gospel 11 • Similar conventions were held by the 

clergy of the several Provinces from time to time. 

Hawkins notes a Convention of the Connecticut clergy at Ripton 

in 1763, at which twelve clergy were present, a.lso 11 four or five 

prom1 ing young gentlemen, candidates for Holy Orders 0 including 

Mr. Jarvis, later, Bishop of Connecticut. 
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The Boston clergy determined in 1765 to have such a con

vention annually 11 to promote mutual love and harmony among 

themselves, and to assist one another with advice in difficult 

cases, and the first meeting took place in June 1766 in King's 

Chapel, at which Dr. Caner, who was appointed Moderator, preached -the sermon. 11 

Inglis early identified himself with these efforts, and as 

early as May 2nd, 1760, attended such a voluntary convention 

held at Philadelphia, when Rev. Dr. Smith, Provost of the College, -preached the sermon. There were twelve clergymen present, and 

Mr. Inglis in writing the Society says ttso many black gowns made 

no inconsiderable appearance in those parts. n An address signed 

by all the clergy was presented on this occasion to the Hon. Thos. 
/ 

Penn and Richard Penn, Proprietors of the Province. 

From such Conventions grew the movement which culminated in 

1789 in the formation of the General Convention of the Church in 

the United States. 

DIVISION OF MISSION PROPOSED 

In 1763 Mr. Inglis wrote the Society. 

11 I can, with great pleasure and truth, assure you 

that this Mission is in a flourishing State; if building 

& repairing Churches, if Crowds attending the publick 

Worship of God and other religious Ordinances, if some 

of other denominations joining us and a revival of a 

Spirit of Piety in many, can denominate it such; Tho 1 

I must tell you at the same Time, there is still left 

Lukev,armness, Ignorance & Vice enough to humble me 

sufficiently and exercise, if I had it, an apostolic Zeal.u \m) 

(m) S.P.G. Digest P• 36; White P• 29. 
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His fever and ague continued and made it impossible for 

him adequately to care for the needs of his growing mission, 

and he asked that his charge might be divided. As evidence 

of the desire of his people to support such a proposal, he 

reported that he had collected ~150 from the people, enough 

to buy 150 acres of land. This sum, he considered, was satis

factory, for "Not to mention the unreasonable prejudices which 

may be naturally expected to possess many in such a multitude, 

the people are, in general, poor." 

The "unreasonable prejudices" were increased by 11 a mad 

enthusiast, who calls himself a Quaker". Of him Inglis writes 

somewhat sharply: 

nrgnorant, mad, and i mpious, as his fellow is, yet 

he has deluded several, has bewildered more, and has made 

still more lukewarm in this affair. 0 

HIS MARRIAGE 

In February 1764, Mr. Inglis married Mary, daughter of 

Captain Benjamin and Mary ( Iiddleton) Vining of Salem County, New 

Jersey, "a Most amiable, Excellent Woman of the first Family in this 

place", and a sister of the Hon. John Vining, Chief Justice of 

Delaware. This Mary Vining is not to be confused with her famous 

niece of the same name, who, it is said, was an early sweetheart of 

"Mad Anthony Waynett. Of his wife, Inglis wrote, "Her naturally 

delicate and tender" constitution was so much impaired by the un

healthy situation of the mission that he seriously considered asking 

the Society to move him elsewhere. 

"While I was deliberating on this, an Express brought 

me a Letter, on the 2nd August, from the Church Wardens of 

/J~ 
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Trinity Church, in New York, wrote at the Request of Dr. 

Barclay, their Rector, 'requesting my Assistance two or three 

Sundays, as Dr. ~relay was very ill and unable to officiate;' 

and as they were then 'looking out for another Minister they 

hoped their Vestry & I would come to an Agreement, and that 

I would remain among them if inclined to leave this Place.' 

Th is was entirely unsolicited by me, for I was not personally 

known to any of them, nor did I ever know that they wanted 

another Minister. 11 

He accordingly set out for New York, but on arrival at Philadelphia, 

he learned of the death of Dr. Barclay. On the advice of Dr. Smith 

he proceeded to New York and officiated for two Sundays. 

"During this interval a Vestry was ce.lled. Mr. Auchmuty 

was chose Rector. I was chose Assistant to him, 9 : Catechist, 

provided the Society approved of me for that Office. I accepted 

their Offer, in case the Society would appoint me Catechist, for 

I would by no means leave their Service • • . (n) 

0 on my return Home I found the utmost Discontent among 

my people at hearing of my intended Removal. This, with the 

Inconveniences to the Mission which must attend my Removal at this 

Juncture, staggered me much. Nor could anything have induced me to 

persist in my Resolution but my Anxiety for a Person's health, whose 

Life & Happiness were dearer to me than my own. 

"About three weeks after my return Home, .Mrs. Inglis was -
taken with a violent Bilious Fever (o), which baffled every 

effort to stop it, & on the 13th of October put an End to her 

life. This Melancholy Event made a great Change in the State of 

my affairs. My people renewed their Solicitations to continue 

(n) The offer included a stipend of ~200 per annum with the 
expenses of removal from Dover to New York. 
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al'1ong them, as the principal cause of my going away was now 

rer10ved. The Congregation of' D~ck Creelc declared they would 

lay aside all Thoughts of finishing their Church if I removed, 

tho' the windows are now glazed. The Congregations of St. Paul's 

& Christ Church grew sullen & would do nothing. The Enthusiast 

I mentioned before was elated and gained Ground. 'l'hese, with 

other Inconveniences to the Mission which must necessarily attend 

my removal at this time have brought me to a resolution of con

tinuing here some Time longer; tho' one of the Vestry from 

New York was with me a few days ago, to urge my return there. 

I could not, with a quiet Conscience, go away novr, thinking 

myself in some Measure answerable for the Consequences that 

might follow. Thr0 1 the whole, I have acted from the best of 

my judgment and trust the Father of Light has directed me in 

this last Resolution. 1• (p) 

11 THE GREAT AWAKENING11 

Just here it will be of interest to interrupt our story to 

refer to what was known as "The Great Awakening" and Inglis' connection -
with it. 

Throughout the period 1740 to 1770, the great Whit~Tield was -
stirring up the people from New England to Georgia, to a high state 

of religious enthusiasm. Though a clergyman of the Church of England 

and bound to conform to its rules and standards, Whit_/field disregarded 

all conventions and launched out on a sensational preaching campaign, 

addressing immense congregations. The Reports of the Society mention 

nwild doings of enthusiasm11 , and many illiterate persons, such as 

artisans, slaves, servants, women, and even boys and girls, claiming 

the right to exercise the gifts of preaching, praying and ttexhorting 11 • 

(o) The statement that she 11was taken with Bilious Fevertt, is 
not the whole story for her monument in Dover churchyard records 
that "she died in Child-birth of Twinstt, and the death of boch twins. 

(p) Letter Nov. 20, 1764, Perry's Hist. Coll. v. p. 115; see 
also Dix Vol. 1, P• 309. 
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The wave of enthusiasm left behind it much animosity 

and confusion though it had eventually the effect of strengthening 

the Church by arousing the more serious-minded to the principles of 

true religion. (q) 

Inglis seems to have been affected somewhat by the ferment for 

following his visit to New York for two Sundays in the summer of 

1764, we find the Rev. Hugh Neill of Oxford, Penn., writing the 

Society on Oct. 18., 1764: "Every means is made use of to fill up 

the Churches of .t'hiladelphia and New York with Methodist preachers. 

Philadel;>hia is well stored with them. The Methodists in New York, 

upon the death of Dr. Barclay wrote for Mr. Duche either to come 

himself or recommend a minister to them who was a sound whitefillian • . 
Dr. Duche sent them Mr. Inglis from Dover, a gentleman who had been 

approved by Mr. Whitefield in his public sermons, and received vast 

applause from all his followers. He was instantly chosen assistant 

to Mr. Auchmuty. tt (r) 

THE SECOND CALL TO NEW YORK 

On Dec. 10, 1764, Inglis was temporarily in Philadelphia and 

from there he wrote Rev. Dr. Auchmuty formally declining the 

appointment offered him by the Vestry of Trinity Church. His 

mission, he felt, needed him and there he desired to stay, and the 

Rev. John Ogilvie was appointed in his stead. 

This, however, was not the end of the matter, for Dr. Aucbmuty 

still seemed concerned over the continued desire of some of his 

congregation to secure the services of' Mr. Inglis and wrote the 

Society, April 13., 1765~ 

(q) Hawkins PP• 103, 122, etc. 
(r) Perry's Hist. Coll. Vol. ii, p. 305. 
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11Mr. Inglis, you are sensible, has been invited to be 

one of my assistants. He first accepted, and then declined. 

He now seems very willing to come among us. Thus wavering 

\bo 

in his Determinations, Dr. Smith writes me that he--Mr. Inglis-

has fixed upon one Mr. Wilson to go home for orders for part 

of his Mission, in order as I suppose that he may still come 

to the City ••••• Dr. Smith and myself and many others think 

that ••• Mr. Inglis can very well take care of his Parish, 

at least for some time to come. It's with pain that I must 

observe to you that his adopting the principles and cant of the 

Methodists has made part of my Congregation fond of him, and 

pressing for his settlement here; but as I look forward I 

imagine the foolish heat that they now glow with, would, even 

if he were here, soon subside. The better part of my Con

gregation are averse to his coming. The common people are fond 

of it. For my part I shall not interfere in the matter. tt (s,) 

In soite of Dr. Auchmuty 1 s opposition, the Vestry of Trinity 

Church again elected Ing!ls as an assistant to the rector, on June 7, 

1765. On receipt of the invitation, Inglis wrote the Society July 2nd, 

indicating his desire to accept. Dr. Burton, with every confidence 

in the young missionary and discounting Dr. Auchmuty 1 s fears, wrote 

Dr. Smith, Sept. 20, 1765: 

ur am truly sorry to hear that Mr. Inglis' visit to New 

York hath laid the foundation of so much uneasiness to Mr. 

Auchmuty, but have no doubt but that his prudent and steady 

Conduct will, when the present Ferment begins to subside, 

(s) N. Y. MSS vol. 2, P• 344. 
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replace Him in that esteem which He hath always hitherto 

had and which He so perfectly well deserves.n (t) 

On Sept. 2nd, 1765, Auchmuty wrote the Society, accepting what 

s eemed to be the inevitable: 'I begin to think we shall make a 

clever fellow of' him. He has assured me that he will be directed 

and governed entirely by me. Upon the whole I believe I shall have 

no reason to repent his coming. His enthusiastic hour is pretty 

well worn off.rt 

On the occasion of his departure from Dover in November, 

the churchwardens and vestry of Christ Church wrote to Mr. Inglis ' 

11 to express their great regret at his going, and to testify that 

he had with unwearied diligence attended four churches, discharging 

every duty of his functions, and conducting himself on all occasions 

in a mm ner truly laudable and exemplary". 

During the six years of his incumbency at Dover, be had baptized 

756 children and twenty three adults, while within the same period, 

his conrrnunicants had increased from 49 to 114. 

THE MISSION AFTER 1765 

Inglis for many years continued his interest in the Dover 

Mission and in many of his letters to the Society, he evidenced his 

solicitude for the spiritual concerns of his former charge. 

The Society appointed Messrs. Samuel Giles and Hugh Wilson as 

Inglis' successors in the mission of Dover and Mispillion. Wilson 

was a nephew of Rev. Hugh Neill, i1r. Inglis' predecessor at Dover, 

and was educated at the expense of his uncle for the ministry of 

the Church. He went with Mr. Giles to England for ordination, but on 

their return they were shipwrecked near the entrance to Delaware Bay 

(t) Hawks Coll. MSS. 
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Christ Church Sacred to the Memory of 

Dover Mrs Mary Inglis 

Delaware 

Built 1734 

The grave of 

the Bishop's 

first wife and 

her children 

Dover 

Delaware 

-
Whose mortal Part lies here deposited 

Till the Resurrection of the Just 

Adorned with every Virtue 

And amiable Accomplishment, 

She was, 

For Dignity of Manners,_ Mildness of Temper 

Sincerity of Heart, warm Piety to GOD, 

Benevolence to Mankind Filial Tenderness 

And Conjugal Affection 

A shining Ornament and Pattern to her Sex 

Beloved, Esteemed and Lamented 

By all who knew her 

She died in Child-Birth of Twins 

October 13th An Dom 1764. 
S" 

Aetat • .,!u'f.,e. 3d. 

Here also are deposited the Remains 

Of Mary the surviving Twin-Offspring 

of' 

Charles Inglis, Missionary of this Place 

And the above Mary his Wife 

Who died November 9th An. Dom. 1764 

Aged 29 Days 

The Lord gave and the Lord hath taken away 

Blessed be the Name of the Lord. Job. 1. 21. 



Trinity Church, New York 

after the fire 

1776 

st. Paul's Chapel, lower Broadway 
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and drowned within sight of the shore, on April 5th, 1766, only 

four persons being saved out of twenty-eight (u) 

Writing the Society from New York on April 19th, 1766, 

advising them of the tragedy, Inglis said: 

nThe expense and hazard in going to England for 

Orders were always discouraging circumstances. This 

melancholy accident will increase our aporehensions of 

danger, and shows they are well founded. Nothing 

but our having Bishops here can remove these and 

many other grievances, which the American Churches 

labor under •••• Poor Giles has left an helpless widow -
and one orphan: they are in great distress. He involved 

himself considerably in debt to defray the expense of 

going to England:--in more by far than all the estate 

he died possessed of will pay. His widow is a real ob

ject of Charity and as such I would beg to recommend 

her to the Society's notice." (v) 

His friends at Dover kept him in touch with the affairs of 

the mission. From original letters in the possession of a present 

day resident oVnover, we are able to learn much of his intimate 

and continued interest. At the request of several of the principal 

inhabitants, Mr. Inglis paid a visit to his old mission in 1767, 

remaining three Sundays, and officiating at each of the churches. 

During this visit he baptized fifty-five children, and had the satis

faction of learning that not a single member of the Church had left 

it since his departure. 

(u) Hawkins pp. 125, 300, 325. 
(v) Perry Hist. Coll. V. & N.Y. MSS. Vol. 2, p. 400. 



Shortly afterward in 1767, Rev. Samuel Magaw, the former -
headmaster of the Free School at Lancaster, was appointed to Dover, 

continuing there until 1777 when the Mission was abandoned owing to 

the agitation against the clergy of the Church of England. It is 

said that, during this time, the church was inhabited by "moles and 

bats, cattle and boys". Not until about 1785 was it restored to use 

and decency under the incumbency of Rev. Samuel Roe. 
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e 10, 1941 · 

Wilmin ton in the 17 0 1s 

THOMAS JEFFERSON TO A. H • ROWAB 

From Writings of Thomas Jefferson, Lipscomb, Editor, 20 Vole. 

Volume 10, page 59s 

•To A.H. Rowan. 

Mcnticello, September 26, 1798. 

Sir, - To avoid the suspicions and curiosity of the post 

office, which would have been excited b7 seeing your name and 

mine on the back of a letter, I have d~layed acknowledging the 

receipt of your favor of July last, till an occasion to write 
I 

to an inhabitant of Wilmington gives me an opportunity of putting 

my letter under cover to him. The system of alarm and jealousy 

which has been so powerfully played off in England, has been 

mimicked here, not entirely without success. The most long-

si ted pol1t1oien could not seven years ago, have imagined 

that the people of this wide-extended cot&ntry could have been 

enveloped in such delusion, end made so much afraid of them

selves and their own power, aa to surrender it spontaneously 

to those who are manoeuvring them into a form of government, 

the r1ncipal branche of v.ihich may be beyond thei1• control. 

1'he commerce of En land, however, has spread its roots over the 

whole ace or our country. This 1s the real 8ource of all the 

obliquities of the public mind; and I should have had doubts 

of the ultimate term they m ght attainJ but happily, the game, 

to be worth the playing or those engaged in it, must i'luah 

them with money. The authorized expenses of this year are 

beyond those of any year in the late war for inde9endence, and 

they are of a nature to beget great and constant expenses. The 

purse of the people is the real soat of sensibility. It is to 
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b dra upon lar oly, and t1ey lll then li ten to truths 

hich could not excite them through any other organ. In 

this tate, however, the delusion snot pro ailed. They 

are sufficiently on th 1r guard to h ve justifie the a -

surance, that should you chooa it :for your asylum, the la 

of the 1 nd, admini tared by u right judges, uld protect 

1<o1 

you from any exercise of po er ynauthor1zed by th Constitution 

of the United States. Th Habeas Corpus s cures every 

here, alien or citizen, a a1nat everything ich 1s not la, 

.at ver shape it my sumo. 8ho ld this, or any .other c1r

cumste.nce, dra your footstep this ay, I shall be happy 

to be emong those who may have an o portun1 ty of testify1.ng, 

by every attention in our po er, the sentiment of steem 

and reepect r..1ch the c!rcum tancos of your history have 

ins ired, and h1eh are peculiarly felt by, Sir, your most 

obedient, end reost humble servant 

Thomas Je .... _ erson. t 



Clarence w. Evans 
rlarch 28., 1941 
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WILL OF JOHN 'I·0r.'.LINSOr, OF CHRISTIANA HUNDRED 

Verbatim Testament of Eliza (Tomlinson) Foster's Grandfather 

(Drawn: July 23., 1775-Probated: Aug. 21, 1775) 

In the name of God Amen this twenty third Day of July in 

the Year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy

five I John Tomljnson of Christianna Hundred and County of 

Newcastle on Delaware being weak in body but of perfect mind 

& memory calling to mind the mortality of my body and lmowing 

it is appointed for all men once to die I do rrake and ordain 

this my last Will and Testament that is to say principally and 

first Reco~..mend my soul to God that gave it and my Body to the 

Earth to be buried in a christian like manner at the discretion 

of my Executors,- hereafter named and astouching such worldly 

Estate as has pleased God to bless me with in this Life I give 

and dispose of the same in the following manner and form when 

all my Just Debts and funeral chargBs are paid. Imprimis my 

will is that after my Decease all my moveable Estate be sold 

and the money arising from such Sales with the whole of my per

sonal after paying my Just Debts be divided into seven shares 

two of which sd• shares I give and bequeath unto my loving wife, 

the other Remaining five shares I give and bequeath unto my five 

children namely Rachel, John, Sarah, Joseph and Elizabeth as the - -
respectively arrive to age to be paid to them by my Executors 

I give unto my loving wife all the proffit~ that shall arise 

or accrue from my Lands and Tenements for the support and Edu-
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Verbatim Testament 

cation of my children untill my youneest child shall arrive 

to the age of sixteen years after which time my desire is 

that all my Lands or real Estate be sold b my Executors for 

the most money it will bring and by some lawful way or means in 

the Law Convoy 1 d by my sd• Executors unto the purchaser or 

purchasors of the same and the money arising from the Sales 

'd of my real Estate affores • to be divided into seven shares, 

two of which shares I e:ive urto my loving Wife, the other five 

shares I give unto my five children aforesaid or the survivers 

of them as they arrive to age share and share alike I nominate 

and appoint my friend Vincent Gilpin Trustee to see every part 

of this my will be duly observed according to the true intent 

and meaning Lastly I constitute and appoint my loving wife 

and my son John Executrix and Executors of this my last Will 

and Testament Utterly revoking and disannulling all other Wills 

and Testaments heretofore by me made or done & Ratify and Con

firm publish and pronounce this my last Will and Testament In 

Witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and Seal the Day 

and year above written. 

Signed & aclmowledged ) 
) 

in the presence of-) 

John Stilly 

Evan Evan 

Vincent Gilpin 

John Tonlinson e 
SOURCE OF MATERIAL 

New Castle County. Register of Wills. Will Record New 
Castle County, comprisin bound volumes of last wills and 
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testaments made and probated in New Castle County, Delaware, 
from 1682 (beginning of William Penn's proprietorship) to the 
present time. Book K Vol. 1 p. 251 and 252. (under T's . ); 
loccted on shelves of New Castle County Register of Wills 
office, City and County Building {county courthouse wing) , 
Rodney Square , Wilmin0ton , Del. 



Clarence W. Evans 
March 21, 1941 
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DEED TO VJL..,M NGTm;, D-L•, PROPERTY OF JOSEPH TOil.LINSON 

Verbatim Indenture Naming Eliza (Tomlinson) Foster's Father Owner 

(Drawn: Sept. 23, 1786-Recorded: Aug. 3, 1787) 

This Indenture nnde the twenty third day of the ninth month 

in the year of our Lord One t~ousand seven hundred and eighty 
in 

six Between John Grubb of Brandiwine HundredA Newcastle County 

Delaware tate Yeoman and Hannah his Wife of the ono part and 
I I -

Joseph Tomlinson of the Borough of Wilmington in th~ County & 

State afs.d Sadler of the other part, fhereas John Webster in 

and by virtue of a Lease and Demise duly executed under Hand 

and Seal of John Lea Esq. became lawfully seized and possessed 
d of and in a certain Lot of Land situate and being in the afs. 

Borough bounded and described as follows viz. - Beginning at a 

Corner of William Smiths Lott on the West Side of Market Street 

as laid out at three Perch broad and at the Distance of One hun

dred and Twenty three Feet nine Inches from the South Side of 
m 

Wood Street at two Perches broad thence along the said Will. 

Smiths Line North fifty eieht Degrees West about eight Perches 

to his Corner Post standing on the East Side of Shipley Street 

at two Perches broad thence by the same South thirty two Degrees 

West twenty one Feet ten nches and a half to a Stake thence 

South fifty eigh~ Desrees East about eight Perches to Market 

Street afsaid thence up the same North thirty two Degrees East 

twenty one foot ten Inches and a half to the Place of Beginning 
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& containing two thousand eight hundred and ei6hty seven feet 

of Land be the same more or less with the Appurtenances To 
/ ~s 

hold to the said John Webster his Executors Adm.- and Assigns 

for the Term of nine hundred and ninety nine Years Under the 

yearly Ground Rent of t:!:lree Pounds p. Annum continually pay

able therout to the said John Lea his Exu.rs Adr.i.in.rs and As

signs on the fifteenth Day of May in every year during the 

said Term as by the said Indenture reciting as therein is re

cited bearing Date the fifteenth Day of May 1773 and recorded 
d in the Rolls. Office at Newcastle in Book B. Vol. 2. Page 

658 ct. may appear And whereas the said John Webster and Sarah 

his Wife in and by their Indenture of Conveyance dated the 25, th 

Day of I.~arch 1780 d d for the Consideration therein mentioned 

grant convey and confirm All the above mentioned and described 

Lott (as also one other Lott adjoining thereto of the same Di

mentions) unto .him the above mentioned John Grubb his Heirs and -
Assigns All the Remainder of the afsd. Term subject to the yearly 

Ground Rent of six Pounds payable thereo~t to the said John Lea -
afsd. as in and by the inpart recited Indenture now produced 

doth appear Now this Indenture Witnesseth that the said John 

Grubb and Hannah his Wife for and in Consideration of the Sum 

of four hundred and fifty Pounds in Gold or Silver currant Coin 

to them or one of them in Hand well and truly paid by Joseph 

Tomlinson at or before the Ensealing and Delivery hereof of the 

Receipt and pa ent whereof they do hereb~ acknowledge and con

fess themselves therewith fully satisfy'd contented & paid have 

granted bargained and sold assigned transferred and set over and 

by these presents do grant bargain and sell assien transfer and 
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set over unto the said Joseph Tomlinson his Heirs and assigns 

All that the abovemention'd and described Lott of Land con

taining two thousand eight hundred & eig~ty seven feet (except 

as is hereinafter excepted) Together with all & singular the 

Brick Messuages Edificies and Buildings thereon erected and 

built and all Ways aters Watercourses Li~hts Rights Privilidges 

and Appurtenances whatsoever to the same Lot belonging or in 

anywise appertaining And the Reversion and Reversions Remainder 

& Remainder Rents & Issues And all the Estate Rieht Title In

terest Claim and Demand of them the said John Grubb and Hannah 

his Wife and their Heirs of in and to the same ar.d of in to 

every part thereof . To have and to Hold all and singular the 

above bargained Messua6 e and Premisses as the same is above 

described containing two thousand eight hundred & eighty seven 

Feet of Land be the same more or less to him the said Joseph 

Tomlinson his Heirs and Assigns to the only proper Use Benefit 

and Behoof of him the said Joseph Tomlinson his Heirs & Assi0ns 

for & during the Remainder of the Afs d Term of nine hundred & 

ninety nine Years yet to come & unexpired Under and subject to 

the abovementioned yearly Ground Rent of six Pounds payable 

theirout annually on every fifteenth Day of May during the said 

Term And also to the free aP.d undisturbed Use and Privilidge of 

an alley alone the South West Gable End of the present Brick 

Messuage or at leart so much of the afs.d Lot for that Use as 

is unbuilt upon being about two Feet ten Inches in Front on 

Market Street & to extend of equal Width back forty seven Feet 

to include the Pump & Well together with the Use in Common of 

the afsd Pump & Well for the Use of him the said John Grubb his 
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Heirs and Assigns during the afs,d Term And further it is 

Covenanted by and between the said parties ty these presents 
rs rs 

that the said John Grubb his Heirs Exeu. Adm. and Assigns 

shall have free priV:ilidge to build to and occupy the said 

Gable End Wall of the Brick Messuage hereby bargained & sold 
d 

as also the afs. Alley if he arch the same under. And like-

wise that if a three Story Brick Messuage should be erected 

on the Lot adjoining & should be so constructed as to join to 

the afs.d Gable End Wall of the hereby granted Premisses that 
rs any Time hereafter the said Joseph Tomlinson & his Heirs Exec. 

rs 
Adm. & Assigns shall have the like free Privilidge clear of 

Expence to adjoin thereto in building his House to the same 

Eigth And that the said John Grubb and Hannah his & his Heirs 

Exec.rs & Adm.rs all singular the abovementioned Messuage Lot 

piece & parcel of Land Hereditaments & Premisses hereby bar-
g 

gained & Sold ass:iJled transferred and set over or mentioned 

so to be and every part thereof with the Appurtenances (Except 

as before excepted & reserved) against him the said John Grubb 

and Hannah his Wife and their Heirs and against all and every 

other Person and Persons lawfully claiming by through or under 

them unto the said Joseph Tomlinson his Heirs and Assigns for 

and during the Remainder of the said Term (under & subject as 

afs , d) shall and will Warrant and Defend by these presents In 

Witness whereof they have to these presents set their hand and 

Seals Dated the Day and Year first above written 

Sealed and Delivered in Presents o;i 
Ja , Gibbons. s . Gibbons--J 

John Grubb~ 

Hannah Grubb @;J 
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d Rec. of Joseph Tomlingson full Satisfaction 

for the abovementioned Consideration Money. 

Wits. Ja Gibbons :Ei 450 John Grubb 

Newcastle Count The Execution of the Within was proved 

by James Gibbons one of the Witnesses thereto in open Court of 

Common Pleas held at Newcastle for the County of Newcastle in 

November Term A.D. 1786 In Testimony whereof I have hereunto 

set my Hand and affixed the Seal of the said Court. 

8 
d Recorded, August 3. 1787. 

SOURCE OF MATERIAL 

Gun Bedford .---- Pro. y. 

New Castle County. Recorder of Deeds. Deed Record New Castle 
County, comprising bound volumes of grants, sales, and other 
transfers of real estate (lands and buildings) in New Castle 
County, Delaware, from Colonial era to present time. Book G. 
Vol. 2 p. 2 and 3. (under T's.); located on shelves of New 
Castle County Recorder of Deeds office, City and County Build
ing (county courthouse wing), Rodney Square, Wilmington, Del. 
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JOTJRl.AL OF A VOYAGE TO NEW YORK 

in 679--80 
by 

Jaspar Dankers and Peter Sl,r.rter 
of li erd in Frieolnnd. 

The t 'lo travelers a.fto:r- visitj.ng the settlements in 

the colonies of 1ei York and New crsey, alon the Dela.ware 

end as far as the Chesapeake, were nost pleased with a tract 

of lend called Bohe 1a ~anor, a1tuated at the junction of -
the Elk r1 ver and . ohemin r.1' ver at the head of Chesapeake 

bay and lying ~ostly in the pres~nt stnte of arylond, but 

partly in the state of la.ware. A patent for this land, 

embracin nominally four thousand acres, but, in fact, up

wards of tv1enty thousand, had been issued in 1660 by- the pro

prietary of !1acylond to Auguctino Hermans or Heermans, a - -
Bohe. ian by birth and a aurvo7Y""Or by profession., who had for

merly lived on the Dutch at New Amsterdam and obtained 

so e d st nct1on there, ns a co pensut1on for his services 

in pre .. a.ring for Lord Dal tilr.ore ms.p of the country. The 

grant also conferred manor·al privileges and r1e1Lts upon 

Hermans and his heirs and assigns. Sluyter and Dankere re

turned to Frieslnnd and made a ~avorable report to the 

cmmnunity at Jiewerd on the subject. They ere again dis• 

patched to 1 ew York for the purpose o.f establishing the 

colony. They left lie1e1"d accordingly o~ the 12th of April, 

1683, ei barking at AmsterdBJ:1 in the ship iew York, Captain 

Ric.h, and o.rr1v1ng at the city of New York on the 27th of 

July following. 

In the course of their former visit Sluyter and Dankers 
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had been a.ssiduoua -:tn making converts to the fnith and had 

been in sor.i.e measure succesDful. Arlong those ho bee e im• 

pressed with their views uas Ephraim He1"l'tlana, the oldest· son 
.c::: 

of Augu ... tine Hennmis, and tow. om and 1113 issue Bohemia 

t·1e 1:1 .. of h s ft?ther to e entailed. He was 

clorlt of t' e cou i"to on the Dela mre and had becortc acquainted 

,71 th the t o La.bad1s·t~ h le he as at Now York for the pur

po e of con nnatin h:: :r:1!'.rria e. He had pro isod them 

be.for t y left 'le York to return hor.i.e, that if they lVOUld 

come back d est blis:. tho r cl1urch ln this cow1try 

they s ou d no · fd.l for I t of land, as Bohemia !"anor 

should not t is consent be applied to a...-.,_y other purpose. 

It was therefore throuo his son ts instr1 ontali ty that 

Au atine e. o.ns n~ ec to convoy large portion of hie 

.a..."'lor to Sluyter., DP "e!· nd otll r , prom sing self by 

th1s :measure the bu l ·i up 1l!'!lned1ate:y of a lnr~e c -

munity e.djoin.n _s domni. Then eo of the other parties 

wei .. e John !oll of ·rew Ca tle, n judge of the courts on the 

Delarnre; Arnoldua do 1a Grange, trader to that r·ver, and 

Poter Ba ~ard, a hu.tter of lfou .:01"k, son of Annake B.!3-Y rd, 

the sister o:f Governor Stuyvesant. Augustine Hermans, 

however, r panted of his arga.in, before ex~cut1ng the deed, 

o.pp rehending no doubt t11e ea 'I 1 e used as a. device to se-

cure his conve 

until he v, s o 

ce, and refused to •fulf.11 the contract, 

lled to do so y the court.1 

Secure in the possession oft is lar~e tract of land, 

Sluyter o.nd Dankers too l le te n eaaures to provide 

oheltor for the coloni~t, and to t bljsh the co unity. 

A company of rie11 ond 1omen ca.me fro Wie erd, 1nclud1n 

in 1 t sev ra families. A f e 1 persons resid1 1g in re York 
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also removed thither. Ephraim Hermans, abandon1n his 7oung 

wife and bright worldly prospects, submitted to this secluded 

11fe.1 Sluyter sent to Friesland for his wife, who came 

over and was 1natn.1 ed n kind of abbess over the f,Elllllle po;r

t1on of the establishment. Two of his brothers alao came. 

NOT~ 
l p.:cai11 

The final dee of conveyance was executed by Augustine 
Hermans on the 1th of August 1684, to Peter Sluyter alias 
Vorsme.n, Jasper Dancknorts alias Sch1ldera, of Friesland, 

etrus aye.rd of' :tJe 'l York, and Jolm ·011 and Arnoldus de la 
Grange of Delm7nre, 1n company. The laud conveyed embraced. 
four necks, bounded on the wost by Long creek, north b7 the 
great cart road, leading to Roed7 island in the Dela\\'e.re, 
east by the Appog;uinimink path leading :from the great cart ✓ 
road to the· cad of ohem1e. river, end south by hemia river. 
This piece of and 11as a.fterr1srds own as the Labadie tract 
e.nd con a1ned 3,75 acres. -011 and de la Grange immediately 
released their interest in - e land to Sluyter a;:1d Da.nkers, 
which indicates that they had allowed their names to be used 
for the purpose of' deceivin Aueustine Hemans. Be.yard held 
on till 1688, en he also asalgned his interest to the aame 
parties. Pinally the whole title was concentrated in Peter 
Sl jter by a conveyance from Dankers to him in 1693, executed 
in Holland 1ither Dankers had then returned. Sluyt~r and 
Dankers ere naturn.11.zed by act of assembly of Haryland, 
together it Peter Bayard and Arnold.us de la Grange on 26th 
Sep., 16 4.--Bacon, sub anno 1684. Dankers 1s cal1ed 
Daun~:ieea, and Sluyter, Slayter, in the act. 

p.xxxiv Mot only did Ephraim Her.mans :forsake s family to join 
the Labndiata, but Peter Ba.yard did the same, leaving his wife 
in New York. Ephr Hermans soon repented of his foll-y and 
returned to his wif'e, but in less than two years as taken 
suddenly sick, became crazy, and died, fulfilling by his un
timely end, the malediction of his father who, as it was said, 
pronounced the curse upon him that he :might not live two years 
after uniting himself 1th the sect. Augustine Hermans died 
in 1686, leaving a will in which he speaks in emphatic terms 

,-,t 

,/ 

of condemnation of' the connection of his son with the Labadiata. 
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From a History of !lb.e State of Delawar Its First s•ttle ent 
til the Present T1ml, containing a l Accowit oft o First 

Dutch and Swedish Settlements, with A Description of' its 
Geography and Geology, by Francis Vincent, , ...... , .... ngton,. Del. 
Phil d lp1"li J-John Conpbell.• o. 740 Sansom Str et 1870 Pe468 

The Bayard.a, ho afterwa.I'da c into that portion 

of the manor on :rhich was situated the grave of Heruan, took the 

tomb tone for a door or their ily vault. T 1nscr1pt1on on 

it is as follows:•"Augustine Hermon, he d.s,m, the first founder 

and seater of Bohemia anor, o 16 9•" In this vault lies bur-

ied the remains o R chard Bassett, a former gov rnor of' Delaware, 

a o ber o the convention that for ed the Constitution of the 

Unit d tatea• '3Ild the ather-in•la o the first J es A• Bayard. 

page 23-24 

COR~P TDENCE OF 

JER IAS van RENSSELAER 
1651 • 1674 

Permit to Jeremias Van Rensselaer to Sail 

on The Sip De Beer 

~• bearer hereof, Jeremias van Rensselaer, who arrived 

here on the ship ue Gelders~ BlQM, ,.s granted permission to depart 

from here to the fatherland on the ship De Beer, provided he pay 

the skipper tor hla paaaa e and board. Actum, Amsterdam 1n Nn 

Netherland, the 28th of October anno 1655. 

P. StuJVeaant 

By order of the same 
Cornelia Van Ru7Ven, Secretar:, 

Account ot J. A. Heeremana 

In Amaterdam, Januar, 14,1656 
onar Jeremiu Renaelaer Debit 
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25 Feb. 
11 Mar. 

3 Apr. 

8 ditto 

(1) 2 ditto 

l black camel's-hair hat with 
sweat-band and ribbon•••••••••••••••••• 

l pair of woalen stockings with feet •••••• 
1 small pluah cushion ••••••••••••••••••••• 
1 armoaine cap put in a hat•••••••·••••••• 
1 pair of &lgliah silk atockinga d:)'ed 

black•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
l pair of shoe bows made of your rib-

bon •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
11/.4 yarde floret ribbon at 2 at. a 7ard 
3 l"/2 yerd.£ wide ~oe1ne ~.bbon at 5 

st. a~-•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
l gray castor (bat) dyed black. l~ed 

and fixed UP•••••••••••• ••••••••••••• 
l broadly marbled hat box••••••••••••••••• 
l pair of perfumed gloves with lilies ••••• 
1 hat fixed up and the brim straight-

ened• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • l pair or fine white Leyden pleated 
stockings and 1 pair of halt scarlet 
ditto amounting to••••,•••••••••••••• 

1 pair of fiat shoe bows., 31' 7&rda at 
5 at. a 7ard•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

for ba.~ds and cost or maldng•••••••••••••• 

Your Willing servant 

fl. 9t ( ) 

lt! l •t 
lr 

•t( l ) 

• t ( 
•t2(i l 
.. rl(7i) 

lt ! l -, 
lt 

-t( ) 

lOt( ) 

:: ~16ij 

n..29r( ) 

J. A. Heex-emana hatter 
on the Ke,-aera graft, in the st. Jan•a 
Poo(rtje) 

Kay 8th, the contents hereof 
gratefully received 
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INDUSTRY AND COM 3RC~. 

The large car and shipbuilding plants employed many men, and were the 

pride 01· the cl ty. TJloae who traveled at home or abroad, would often see 

their products, and feel they came from no mean city. 

The Harlan and Hollingsworth Company was organized in 1836, by Mahlon 

Betts and Samuel N.Pusey, trading as Betts and Pusey. With the admission -
to partnership of Samuel Harlan, his name was included in the firm name. 

1. 

In 1841 Mr Pusey sold his interest to Elijah Hollingsworth, J.Taylor Gause 

who during the SO's and 90's was President of the concern, started there as 

an office boy, and was held up to the boy of that day, as what he might 

become, if he was industrious and saving. The origin 1 car shops of the 

Company were located at Front and Tatnall, and the small railroad cars 

were lowered from the second floor, and coasted down Tatnall Street, to 

the tracks at Water Street. 

The Story ,as told of HenryG,Morse, about 1900 President of the H. 

Company who was quite stout but not tall, that he requested the Penna. R.~. 

to stop one of their fast through trains, at a small station between here 

and Chester, for a large party. When the train stopped, and the conductor 

saw this one lone man get aboard, he asked Morse where the large party was, 

to which Morse replied, "I'm the large party." 

The Puseyand Jones Company had its meager bee1nnings in 1848, when 

Joshua L.Pusey and John Jones started business in a small shop, forty by 

s vent:rr-five feet, with ten employes and a pay roll of about one hundred 

dollars a week. In 1351 Edward Betts and Joseph Seal joined the firm, and 

the firm name changed to include them. The present incoporated name was 

adopted in 1879, with the addition to the firm of Vlilliam G.Gibbons and 

•:J: ::·· =··= :·· :._.: .:··. =·=: .-.. : 
: :·::· :::. ::.:~:· .. ::··-~ ...... : .. 
• • • ... • • t 

. . . . .. .. ,. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
: : :··. :". :.·. :·. ·: . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 

~ . . ~ . ... . . . . .. . .. . .. . . . ... . . . . . . .. : : . ~ .. : .·. : . . : .. 
••••••••• ••••••• •••••• :.: •• ............. t 
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Thomas H.Savery. About 1900 Charles w. and W.W.Pusey withdrew from the 

firm, and the above mentioned Savery became President. 

During the years that followed, down to 1927, the firm lost ground, 

and when taken over by a syndicate, headed by Clement c.~1th, who gained 

meri~ by his handling of run down financial and industrial institutions, 

this old firm which had meant so much to the city, was in receivership, 

being indebted to the Federal Government alone to the extent of $5,000,000, 

which was settled for $500,000. The property meant an investment to the 

Smith syndicate of $2,000,000 • 
• 

These large shipyards not only built vessels for public transport

ation, but private yachts as well, and more than one racing boat, aiming 

to keep the America Cup on this side of the water. The P & J. Company were 

also noted for the manufacture of sugar and paper processing mac~inery. 

The Jaekson and Sharp Company composed of Job H.Jackson,Jacob Sharp 

' and Charles s. Howland, combined ship with car building, their efforts 

in the former line consisting largely of small power boats. They also 

furnished fine interior woodwork for hom~s and public buildings, and it 

was a matter of comment, that while the heads of the concern were ardent 

churchmen, they should turn .the skill of their plRnt to the fashioning 

of some of the finest saloon bars in the city. Whe·n Jacob Sharp withdrew 

from the firm around 1890, Mr Jackson took in Charles S.Gawthrop and his 

son, Ellwood C.Jackson. In 1911 this old firm in which so many artisans had 

spent their mature years, passed to ~he con'trol of the American Car and 

Foundry Company. 

The Emperor of Brazil and King of Sweden turned to our car build-

ing plants for their palatial private cars, and the one built for Mrs. 

Langtry the actress, better known as the "Jersey Lily," was the largest and 

most elegant in existence. 
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One of the smaller shipyards of the city, was that or Enoch and Charles 

Moore, first lecated at the foot of Poplar Street~ Both were practical 

shipwrights, and specialized in steam driven barges. Their marine railway 

was capable _of handling a vessel of good tonnage. Later on they moved the 

plant to property adjacent to the Wilson Line docks, and later to the 

South side of the Christiana Creek. In 1871 control of the family business 

passed to Enoch Moore,Jr. who had been with the Company since 1856.During 

the years from 1894 to 1 98, he was postmaster of the city. His home when 

he was a young man was at Third and L0 mbard, where he had for neighbors, 

the M111s family, who were prominent coal dealers and makers of coal wagons, 

on East Fourth Street, and also the Pointsett family who were prominent 

coopersmith8~ 

Among the local iron processing concerns of that day, was the Diamond 

State Iron Company, situated at Third Street bridge. Founded in 1853, by 

Robert S,Harris and Joshua P.Edge, for the rolling of bar iron, the small 

plant on the site of the latter plant. After passing through different 

partnerships, the Diamond State Iron Company was chartered in 1865, the 

first incorporated manufacturing company in the State. The men prominent 

in the management of the new concern, were George W.Todd, Clement B.Smyth 

and Henry O.Mendinhall. 

Up to 1865 the plant consisted of one building, with one engine and 

the employee numbering about seventy. The firm prospered during the Civil 

War, and be t an to expand the plant, continuing this throughout the 18?0 1 s. 

In 1876 the mills were further enlarged, by the purchase of what was known 

as the "Old Ferry Rolling Mills," on the opposite side of the Christiana 

Creek. By this time the plant consisted of twenty-one engines of different 

sizes, and the number of men had increased to seven hundred •. 

Their product consisted of horse shoes, railroad spikes, bolts, nuts, 
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and other kindred products. Like nllny another local concern, the ever 

changing mode of living, effected an industry supplying a certain demand, 

and with this firm the disappearance of the horse and carriage, which 

reduced the demand for shoes for the horse, and iron bands for the wheels, 

plus other causes, the Diamond State Iron Company joined those other local 

firms, which today are associated with the city's past. 

George W.Todd the President of the Company, was active in church work, 

which along with the fact that the firm had the reputation of grinding its 

employes down to the lowest sustenance level, left Todd a subject of sus

picion. Those who knew these facts, appreciated the joke told of a con

ductor on a Penna. local between here and Philadelphia, who opened the 

door of the car, and called," Todd's Cut." A man in the car jumped up 

and cried," My God, who cut Todd." 

½hat is today known as the Amalgamated Leather Company, at Lancaster -
Avenue and Monroe, is the c·utgrowth of a firm started on the site by Charles 

Mullin in 1883. Mullin had been in business with I . T.Quigley, at Fourth and 

Monroe• Needing more capital in this new venture, he prevailed on the F. 

Blumenthal Company, who were jobbers of leather in New York, to take a 

financial interest in the firm. It became in time a case of the tail wagging 

the dog, as the Blumenthals' became 

Mullin. 

more important in the firm than 

Daniel Pierson of Newark,N.J. was sent there to renreaent the Blum

enthal interests, to be followed later by Richard Patzowaky, who was a 

practical leather man. When the latter retired from the firm, to· start 

his own factory, the New Castle Leather CompRny, the Blatz brothers took 

over the management. They had learnt the business in their father's plant 

in Eliza~eth,N.J. Shortly after their arrival here, the older brother 

Joseph was killed while crossing the railroad tracks at the foot of Madison 

Street, in his carriage. 
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The McCullough Iron Company was the outgrowth of a partnership beginning 

in 1847, when Delaplaine McDaniel, Jethro J.McCullough and E.A.Harvey all 

residents of Delaware, bought the small iron works at North East, Md. for 

the manufacture of sheet iron. Later on they added the mills on the Octoraro 

Creek, at Howlandsville, Md. In 1855 the company was incorporated as the 

NcCullough Iron Company, and established in Wilmington what was known as the 

Minquas mills, at the foot of Seventh Street. and started the making of the 

first galvanized sheet iron in this country, bringing men from England con

versant with its making. 

Fifty ., ears ae;o Ednrund Harvey and his two sons Huxley and William con

trolled the business. In the early 1920 1 s due to the death or retirement of 

the Harve ys_, Henry Whitley who had been treasurer, assumed the Presidency, 

and a short while later, the firm passed from the scene. It was on the grounds 

of this plant, that the stone rested, upon which the Swedes landed, in start

ing their colony here. In the Spring of 1938, the monument and park were ded

icated, in the presence of the resident of the United States, members of the 

Royal family of Sweden, and other guests. 

Wi~mington in those years was a noted mil~ing center, and the mills 

along the Brandywine which under different managements, ground wheat and 

corn f or the early settlers, was at . a latter day the home of Lea's XX X 

flour, found in every local kitchen. The city had at that time six cotton 

mills, of which the Arlington Mills in Brandywine w~s the most prominent. The 

Bancroft Company ft'ltCCessors of the Riddles, had a reputation for their skill 

in bleaching, dyeing and finis r ing goods of different types, much of which 

was sent them to process from mills at distant points. The Ainsworth Pipe 

Covering Company, at Fourth and Pine, made asbestos covering for pipes car

rying hot water or steam. Springer, Morley and Gause at Thir d and Orange ...-

m~de carriage wheels, and Stephen Downey at Third and Tatnall was a stair 

builder. The hardware firm of Finley, Garrett and Wilson at Third end Shipley, 

carried a full line of hardware. 
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the amil • o ewes nearby. lhe socalled "rope walk," were t e ro'uct 

~as twisted, ran down t e Aven e, to helo, Vanb ren ~treet. The lows anties 

w ich comprj sed the nlant, were sed aro nd 1900 by some of the yo1,n artists 
/ 

who studied ·mder Howard le, as st 1dios. Pyles stv'!io was located nearby 

at 1305 Franklin Street. The family home and those low ramblinf b1dldin s 

razed to build the school of the T•rsuline Acade y, a few years later. The 

naper of 1858 records that the same firm made rope in the P=le Building on 

0ran~e Street between Fifth and Sixth, in a room 30x30, where machinery did 

away with the need for a rope walk. Their capacity was about fifty pounds 

of rope an ho11r, and th,ey found their market in the South, where the product 

was sed in baleing cotton. 

In reco··ntin the early industries of the City, mention si--oulc'I be ma 'e 

of the· reweries, whose pro ict held igh rank, anc the nro rietors were 

s· stantial erman c~tjzens. Te Stoeckle brewer· was at Fifth and Adams, .. 
the famil livin ~n a larce ome on the S •• corner. The Bavar:an brewer 

at Fifth and ·,pont, of wi,-,ich < ohn len el :vas propr:.etor, and that of .. art

man and Ra rencach at Ioverin Avenue and Dupont. Jn the early 1900 1 s the 

ilmin ton rewer-:r rol"lpany, of which r:enr-:r Blouth was Pres:! tent, erected a 

,,11dinc, on the old. site of C~rles ~lorn' s carria e factory, on French ..,tre t 

above Front. Fllo1 th .,.,ad for some ears been proprietor of the Grand nion 

Hotel and bar, on the N.L.corner of Front and French.~he Irs. was a sna~~y 

little w~man, and the way she bossed old Henry around, was a sotrce of 

am11sement, to patrons of the bar, where she often waited on trade. With the 

the advent of prohibition, the b•lilding succ1·mbed to the a tomobile,and 

became a garage. 

Prohibition p·,t a crimp in this business, some goin[ o· t of b 1 siness, 

while others turned to the making of "near beer," - nder s· 1 ch trade names as 
. had 

11 Ambrosia,." Those who/known and crank good beer, wonld become dis._.11sted 

with this new concoction, and the remark wo· ld often be heard," The man 
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Industry and comrr.erce. 

wind would blow from the South-west, our people would know from the odor, 

that we ncsessed a fertilixer plant. They had a capacity of thlrty tons 

of Phosphate annually. At the jute mills on lower Vandever Avenue, two 

million pounds of Ea.st India jute was worked into carpet filler, twine and 

small rope, the firm controlled by local capital. 

The town was growing industrially, and as much through pride as anything 

else, localbusiness men were willing to invest in these new enterprises, 

and in case of an out of town concern, the city might offer a tax free 

inducement, for a specified time, as their share in promoting new industries 

The offices of the industrial concerns had a quiet air, minus the 

clack of the t :Tpewri ter. The letters were written in long hand, and copied 

in a book, the leaves of' which were of gossimer texture. One leaf was dam

pened to receive the writing, and the book put in a press, to get the im

pression. The book-keeper dominated the scene, walking a ck and forth 

before his high desk, standins on a narrow platform, to ease the strain 

of standing. Once a month he would strike off a trial ralance, and at the 

end of the fiscal or calendar year, a balance sheet, showing the profit 

and loss account. What elevators were in evidence, were designed !'or freight 

and of the hydraulic type, the long piston sinking deep in the ground, and t 

the elevator raised by water pressure. 

The buildings no 1 occupied by the B.F.Shaw Company, at Second and 

Lombard, were years ago the plant of the Hare and Morgan Company, makers 

of nuts, bolts and washers• This firm was the successors of the Joseph 

Teas Company, at TMrd and Church, of which they were ,junior members. 

Another rolling mill firm was the Seidel and Ha.stings Company, found

ed in 1845, and taken over by Henry B.Seidel in 1864, and conducted by him 

alone until 1867, when Washington Hastings joined the firm. Their product 

of iron and steel plates, for bridges, ships and boilers, fift y percent of 

their output going to Wilmington concerns. F.dward T.Ca~by was an officer 

of the firm, the very name being a guarantee of conservative management. 
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" ~t s r qn C01'1 rce 

hile ~qn? of the .city and out of ton ~apers are tonay ,istributea 

to the stores A.nt corner news stanc.s y truck, in the earl"T years trie CPrri r 

•rent to the several nress roo.l"ls, -f'or their supT'ly, ana often to t'.,e en • 

station for tt~ out of town ef~tions. 

At t"ie old l.,,ElY Be..,urlican n~ 'Ih.ird ~nd King, the nress was 1m re 

a s.!"1811 vas enrine, the fuel sup~lied bv the local gas company. ~he shee s 

laid fl'.1 t on top of the press, A.nd thumhed dovm on to the rolls. After a e 

· ad been run off, the Press would li'ely break down. ~hen Ceor~e ~non t e 

Droprietor would come tearing out into the press room, he and r.·"" c-c.,V\11 es" 

hs.vi.J0 ·t lot and heavy, r'leanwhile the old entleman's Adam's Apnle runn:tn 

and down, in his thin throat. About 1889 e modern press was installed, and a 

few years later, the .Jaily Rep 1 1blican was merp;ed wi tl-1 the ::::::ven:ing Journel. 

The Lvery Evening founded in September 18?1, was at that time ub

lishec1 in their builc·ng at the S.E.corner of Bifth and Shipley, and the o 

•L.o served for veoree ~sendorfer, ·who had over a thousand custoriers, folae 

their pnners in the rear of ~lorrie lcCall's c~rar store on the corner. 

l'he r orning r.e"'S th l . bl. h d . t,,., it ~ v .. was eon y morning nap~r pu . s e in 1~e c y. 

~stablished in ]arch 1880, it was located at 011 rarket Street, and at cif

ferent times under U.e ruidance of • enry r;. onrad, :!.awyer and his~0:!'1 an, 

atson .wperry and later b? .drar .Hoopes. lJ:,e Yews enjoyee a 'scoon' on 

the Morning of .lebruary 15, lf~qs, hy lacing on the local breAkfast ta'"'lle, 

news of the sinkinr; of the a ttleship aine in ~iavana harbor, only a few 

hours before. 'ihis was lar"'ely r"ue to the fact that the news went to ress 

la tar than the metronoli tan c"ai 1~ es 
~\ 

'.:he ..,ur,day 3tar publ i. ~h.ea. by Jerome fll, supnlied as now1 e resu e 

of tbe local news of the week, alon~ with news of current interest. ~he earl 

Dtar was devoid of comics and feature articles, which it now contains~ Since 

the death of 1r Bell, the naper has been the roperty of Joseph , l\artin. 



..Ln'ustr n col!', ce. 

~onr the outof town unday nar,ers, was the New Vork orld, Vlhich was 
n 

at that t~ e o ned by Jay ould, and edi tea by ,dlliam enry ulbert. i re 

ere no c mies ,for ma azine sections featured by the metroT)olitan ,u:nc"a'TT 

pqr-ers, "but the ,orld had a :!.aree following, esnecially after l'einf tnken 

ver by Joseoh Fulitzer, who had established a reputation as publisher of 

the Jt ouis Post- isoatch. 

~onf the hiladelohia daily papers r-opular at that tiMe, was the 

Fu11lic Ledger, nublished by George .Ghilds,a conservative paper, with r- w 

· f any 1llustrations, but noted for ~ts nrobity, ~lon~ w1th the )ress and 

Scattered throughout the city in the days of the "'orse, ·ere m ... n 

livery and boar~ing stables, whose business consisted of ~oardinf t~ans, 

renting tea.rr~ for pleasure and cabs for wedainfs, funerals and socinl 

Among those who were nroninent in the business were, uarry .Iowe o~ hird 

Ctreet, ~etween alnut and Poplar, and ~eorge ~. 1 irkrnan of then. :.corner 

of ~enth and ~atnall, later to b~ taken over by illiam ~.Tan[uy. hen 

triat builriinf was torn down, the one story building there now was buil+., 

used for aw"'ile as a resta"J.r~nt, known as the C'lobe •• i th ~he Dassinr: of 

the horse from drily use, rrany of the far.rrers who had depended on the 

owners to buy rruch of their ~ay and rain, and furnish them with .rranvre fo~ 

their land, '-:ad to find some other Means to utilize thei:tl land. 

Terse marts or sales stables·offered a chance to ~uy a horse at 

quction, ~ost of them spavined or worn out ty long use. Jester and .c en 1 

of !ront and est, s~ecialized in estern draft horses, nnd .v. arner cf 

aryland Avon,1e, hn.d a supryly of rlri vinp; borses as well as pon!cs for ral • 

.1..'1.e streets where some of t 11ese stables vrnre located, would be a scene of' 

activity on auction days, the borses trotted un and down, tbat the ro~ c

ti. ve buyer Might ~udf e t'1.eir action. 



lndustry and commerce. 

The present B.F.Shaw Company, had its small beginning in a building 

~~t Third and Orange. Shaw had for some time been foreman for the Gawthrop 

Plunbing Company. After a short while in the general plum.bins business, 

he saw possibilities in catering to the electrical and manufacturing 

interests. In 1905 the firm took over the old Hare and Morgan plant at 

Second and Lombard, and during the first World War, did an extensive 

business furnishing pipe and fittings of different sizes, to the new 

plants being erected by the Dupont Company. 

As a business manager he took into the firm his wife's brother, Town-, 

send W.Miller, feeling as he said ~t the time, no journeyman should attempt 

to handle the financial end of a business. or Mr Miller it is recalled, he 1 

built one of the first houses on Baynard Boulevard, and he and his wife 

had the startling exner5ence of being awakened by a burglar standing by 

their bed, gun in hand. In his more prosperous days, Mr Shaw's tenefactions 

included the founding of the _Beebe-Shaw hospital at Lewes. 

Gambling is a business, if not legitimate, and the man looking for 

a chance to place a small bet, found an outlet in the pol:tcy shops, scat

tered throughout the city. t~ny of these places were mere shanties, with 

a black board on the wall, on which were numbers in squares. They were 

largely patronized by Negros, who laid e;reat stress on "dream books." 

The efforts of the QOlice to close them up, were of 11 ttle avail, as they 

could move from place to place with little effort, their effects consis-

ted of a table and a few chairs. The numbers game and crap have today taken 

the place of the old policy shop, for the man with a small bet. 
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with Fore eing added. 

, 



• 

1 1 " 1 1 ts, n 
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e ar · ile it u er·. n . n us·n ss n enr,ral, 4 oon 

, 10 ad ed to is busines , b carryin stores f'or t e r • 

,.. rt r ta.kin nto t e fir h:!.s son ore, r t re fro ctive n 

r t eroa f'ter h in kr.o n as avid and eor e ush. -n 18 3 

ber of +- e fa.mi lv, alter • was admitted into the ir , n ·n 1 

~n tl-ier, an t' e ir , n°me "S ·t as kno n u to t e tie of "t"' 

" o n 1 70, t e eor e • us end ons ,O any, as a"o t d. 

.I. 0 ars t' ,om qny ,ve lope_d t· e 1 r est 

i t e l n 1 r el n ou ern ninep t as a ay 

... x n in ·n v r. ay, an lumber was in reat em.and for 

r 1 lants and t ose rovs of house, for the needs oft e v r 

lock d to the c ty, urn. t e 1 0 1 s. t t sam t e t' y 

en 

t 

n 

, 

1 r holesale business in soft coal, sup lie o t e in ustrial 1 n 

evidence o; the ant"quity o.P t e irm, on t e ralls of the 

0 C , .I. t , one recording the mov1.n of un o 

ton, he cost tr ns ortation "n hillin s an nee. noth r 

ne 1,1 92, ells of ohn rmstron takin assa. on one of t 

f'are ive illings, s v n and one-half ence, about e uiv 1 t 

·n to a money. 

'-'rtly ue to t ath or t ctive ea s of t e fir, 

0 ·nro " s e on t eir t business t e in er- city -1-r C 

• 

r 

1 -

, 

, 

, 

• 

l 
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' u 
"~1rr. .~ J 1 t e·r I:" 

tired fron u ness 

-he 11.story nf t· .e :1,-.nrles arner orr:nany 1 rr. L ls f'OffiB 1,-.A t 
bout 1r; r4 v-·e ush conce1:•n, tb f rst o"" that name illiam crnor/buvin the 

roperty i:-t lower 'lrket <,treet l,r::c1~ o, frori the , "c'ow of one o'inc-on, 

'·10 1' fore :1.e . v, lutionnry ' ar, co manred vessels :'rori this ort. · 11 

na l ·s brother John and their father Zoseph, the latter a silvers 

had been enra ed in the est lnc...ia trade. 

~n 1 07 a son ,harl s ~as taken ·nto the firn, Pnd in l ·o, 
nonhew ., • ':i.atnall. n in 1) b 

t· 
' 

nd :n 1 85, the firri narie L:. an ed to ,harles ' arner (,omp ny. Jn 1 zr, 
the :::iloops ' ich liad served to carrv Pre1 ht to ::>nd frori rhil coln"'i , 

v ere found inadequate :'or t'1.e :qst rro,il'in0 1:-usinesq, a.nc~ A.ckets 

~ur st. tuted, later on to be et-andoned :'or covered bar er, O\' r ct 1 

later on thev ~ snosea of t1,-.e•r rftei tt tusinef'. tot 

in exc~tnr,e Por t~e latter's coal business •. t tbe same time 

11s' 

y · re 

ani"nr t' eir u loin m~terial b~siness, the firet in u1,-.0 c ty to 

er r ,acly rr.lxed cement to the conctruction Job. hev conteso1-ed ·•; t;r. ti 

ush ""~m, the a1st~nction of rrir.pine t1,-.e r~rst ar.thracite conl n 

,•o1-y, Por sele a out 1830. 

01 he Comoany controls e tensive de.,..,osi ts ·or sand and r ravel, ~ n 

l, 

• 

' 

l ew .,ersev ana alon,.,. the lower elaware P.iver, and to beto1-er handle t 1• 

outside 1::'ui 1 in ms ter al l-ius::nosE', in the 1q20 1 s, opened offices in 1 · 1 -

'elphia. 

• 
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m. H. Forbes 
December 4, 1940 

Cities and Towns 
iVilmington 

A REVIEW OF THE OLD TIME METHODISTS 

The present-day Methodists of ilmington seem to lack the 

religious fervor of those of an earlier period. In the old 

Methodist churches, such as Asbury and St. Paul's, were "Amen 

Corners," a small rows of pews set at right angles to the main 

pews in the front of the church, on the opposite side from the 

choir. They were generally occupied by the older members, and 

if there were any shouting or Amens, they would most likely 

come from that direction. The evangelists seemed to make their 

rounds more often than today; these would arouse the members to 

reater religious fervor, calling on those who were penitent to 

come forward and make their confession of faith. 

Henry Ostrom, an evangelist from the West , came to Grace 

M. E. Church about thirty-five years ago for a series of services. 

Dr. King was minister there at that time. Mr. Ostrom carried on 

such a vigorous camnaign for converts that the minister, who was 

fairly old, and not in good health, was forced to take to his bed. 

The story was told of an old-time 11 shouting Methodist, 11 who atten

ded an Episcopal service. During the sermon she became filled 

with religious fervor,and emitted a few loud 11 Amens. 11 An usher 

went to her to ask what was wronp: • .::>he said she had religion. 

He told her that was no place to have religion. 

Brandywine Summit Camp was the nlace to find the old-time 

Uethodists at their best. Services were held at different times 

of the day and for different grouns. Mrs. M. L. Tan'{lart, who 

conducted a notion store at Eighth and Market Streets, and Aubrey 
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Vandever, the insurance man, were leaders among the laymen. The __. 
cottages would be arranged along avenues, named for the different 

local churches, and renters would seek to reside on the avenue 

of their own church. People would often go out and occupy their 

cottage before and after the time the camp was in session. Back 

of the camp was a large quarry, where, in earlier days, kaolin 

had been mined. As a windup on the morning the camp closed, there 

would be a "walk around," which consisted of a march around the 

main tent, and the grounds as well. For those who drove out to 

the camp, a "horse pound11 was urovided where the team would stand 

in the open. 

An old man who worked at the Harlan plant came to church at 

old St . Paul's, Seventh and Market Streets , over fifty years ago. 

He wore his factory shoes to meeting, and left a lar:e grease 

spot on the carpet. The elders after church held a uow-wow to 

decide what snould be done. In the early days in the Methodist 

Church were what were termed 11 class leaders, 11 chosen from among 

the elders of the church. Each one would have a night when his 

class would meet in a small room, and without music. If you were 

a iiethodist in those days, you were never allowed to forget you 

had a Church. 

Reference : Personal Recollections . 



Wm. H. Forbes 
September 16, 1940 

Cities and Towns 
Wilmington 

A PROMINENT WILMINGTONIAN 

Edward H. Ford, Director of Black Powder of the Du Pont 

Company, was for years a leading citizen. Born at Reading, 

).\+ 

England, l:l.' town noted for the manufacture of biscuits, he 

later moved to London, and lived in one of a row of four

story houses facing the Abbey. He sang in the Abbey choir 

as a boy, and worked for a while in the British Museum. 

At the age of twenty, he applied for a vacant position 

in the Museum at Hereford, England, but was turned down on 

account of his age. This rebuff discouraged him, and he an

nounced to his father that he thought he would go to Australia. 

His father said all right, that he would speak to Lord So and 

So, thinking to help the young man to get placed. As this was 

what he was trying to avoid, he set sail for America. With 

some young men from the same ship, he crossed to Isthmus of 

Panama on foot, and headed for California. In San Francisco 

he became a tutor in the family of a powder manufacturer, and 

from that drifte~ into powdermaking. 

When the Du Pont Company took over the California Powder 

Company, they took him along with others. He worked in dif

ferent black powder plants, of the Company, and finally landed 

in Wilmington about 1900. During the first World War, he was 

an able assistant to Alfred I. du Pont, who was active in the 

management of Hagley Yard on the Brandywine. In the last few 

years, before his retirement, he directed the making of black 
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powderinthe plants of the company, reachihg from coast to 

coast. This work required him to make periodical visits to 

the plants throughout the country. 

Being a good churchman, and having high regard for the 

Rector of St, Andrew's Church, he ,applied for Holy Orders. 

After a year as Deacon, he became Assistant Rector of St. 

Andrew's Church. When St, John's became a cathedral church, 

he was chosen as the first Canon, a position he held until 

his death in 1938, Mr. Ford was a giant in size, being 6 feet 

3 inches in height, and weighing about 175 pounds, With a 

big heart, he aimed never to let a day go by without some 

kindly service to a fellow traveler. 

Reference: Personal Experiences. 

~I 



Wm. H. ForLes 
July 31, 1940 

C ties and Towns 
Wilminaton 

THE PASSINr. OF OLD LINES OF BUSINESS 

In the passing of what are known as the "horse and buggy 

days," many types of business have also dropped from view. A onr; 

them is the sale of hay and grain. Some of the dealers in these 

comrod ties were John R. Marr, at Second and Kine Streets, James 

c. Morrow, at Fourteenth and French, and Salfner and Comnany, at 

Tenth and Shipley, on the s te of the present Citizens Bank Building. 

'rhey usually carried a line of flour, and were knovm as flour and 

feed stores. 

Before tri.e appearance of the motor can, the city was well 

sun-plied with horseshoers, or black:smiths, as they were also knovm. 

Amonw those enga ed n this wor1!: were Nathaniel Culbert, at Fourth 

and French, Thomas J. Earley, 701 Orange, and Patrick Toner, at - -
101 Orange. The presence of hot iron and burni.ng hoofs gave +;l-1ese 

places a pungent odor. In the winter time, when a sudden storm 

wou d make the oing bad, these places would be swamner'I rf'L t wor1{, 

and at t mes, horses would stand for hours awaitin;:_; their turn. 

These shops also did a business of putting new tires on wagons, or 

repatrin old ones. A few t rned the-'tr skill to the repair of motor 

vehicles, but the majority had reached an advanced age where it is 

difficult to adont new ideas. Usually, they had made enou,sh to retire. 

Another old firm waste conner-working plant of Heisler and 

Company, at Second and French Streets, the family iv n~ in a fine old 

home nearby on French Street. Frank w. Heisler, while not at vein -the family busine s, bein[ ab yer for the Edre Moor Iron Company, 

w ll be best remembered of all the ram· y, es ec··ally by t e members 
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of Grace Methodist Church. As recalled, their :!:)roduct was used 

lar ely by the breveries, and in sunm1er weather, ~hen tle w ndows 

nd doors were open, the sound of hammering could be heard for 

blocks. 

Another concern of the early per od, now assed from view, 

was the Henry F. Piclrles Stove Foundry, situated at thirteenth 

and Held Streets. They made a speclalty of stoves for kitchen use . 

Tr. Pickles, too, w s a prom nent membe~ of Grace Church • 

.Pas n': out alon~ w th the hay and rain dealers were tre 

livery stables. Promi.nent firms ; n this line were Harry Lowe, on 

Thir~ ctreet., between Waln t and Poplar; Kir1anans on the S .E. corner 

of Tenth and Tatnall, afterwar s taken over by rfr. TancJ.l1 , and he 

Dou e ty ., at ti'ront ana Or nze Streets. Their b siness was -
divided betweel" boardinrr te ms, rent no- of teams for nr·vate use, 

and furn h nr. of cabs for wecto · n~ and funera s. Alon: w~th the 

_assn: of the orse ave :one the harness ~akers; most of that bus ne s 

today conf ned to show animals. 

The old wa~on firm of G tta and Kaiser, at Th " d and Walnut 

---S tr ets, was largely ident f ed in the makin:; of wagom~ for the 

breweries. These had to be 8tron3ly made to stand the banging of the 

heavy kegs . 

Reference: Personal Recollections. 



Donald Crowe 
October 24, 1938 

Social - Ethnic 
Survey 

IRR E 

WILMINGTON CITY DIRECTORIES IN THE LIBRARY. 

1... , 6 

Fl LE 

Wilmin~ton city directory and business gazetteer - various publishers. 

1814 - 1845 - 1853 - 1857 - 1859 - 1862 ( title varies ). 

1814 - Directory and Register of the Borough of Wilmington. 
(First directory of the City of Wilmington). 

1845 
1853 
1857 
1859 Included in Delaware State Directory 
1862-63 
1865-66 
1866-67 
1868-69 
1869-70 
1870-71 
1872-73 
1873-74 
1874-75 
1875-76 
1876-77 
1877-78 
1878-79 
1879-80 
1880-81 
1881-82 
1882-83 
1883-84 

From and includ:t.ng (1884 to 1917) by the single year. 1915 marked 
not published. Complete in the library with the exception of 1915. 

1918-19 
1920 not published 
1921-22 
1923-24 
1925 not published 
1926-27 
1928-29 
1930-31 
1932-33 
1934-35 
1936 

Directories for 1898-99 were issued by two publishers. 

INFORMER. Published for business desiring cross-section 
information. 

1936 

INFORMER RED BOOK (Succeeds INFORMER). 

1937 
1938 
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1859-60 
1865-66 
1872-73 
1874-75 
1876-77 

1879-80 
1882 
1884 

1888 

DELAWARE STATE DIRECTORIES IN THE LIBRARY 

(including those combined with the 

city of Wilmington) . 

Published by Joshua Heald 

(with Wilmington and Business Directory). 
(with complete directory of Wilmington). 
(with Wilmington, has title of Delaware 
and Eastern Shore of Maryland, 1876-77). 

(Delaware State and Peninsula Directory). 
" " " " " 

( in Polk I s Delaware, Maryland, and West Virginia 
gazetteer and business directory). 

1891 (Title, Delaware State and Peninsula Directory). 
1894-95 " tt tt tt tt tt 

1899-1900" " " tt " ! 
1906-1907 (in Polk's Maryland, Delaware, and District 

of Columbia State gazetteer and business 
Directory). 

1908-1909 (in Polk's Peninsula directory of Delaware, and 
Eastern Shore of Maryland and Virginia. 
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1heater attractions. 

One ty e of theater attraction that found favor with the people, was the 

minstrel shows, of which Frimrose and ~1est, Dockstader and Carncross and 

Lixey were the 1 eading exponents. 'Ihey l;ke the circus held a street parade 

to adver~ ise the show. T}1e first act consisted of the company lined un 

across the stage, blacked up, and in satin short clothes, with banter betwee 

the interlocutor and end men, interst,ersed with solos by members of the cast. 

The second act was a farce comedy, with some of the men taking female parts. 

It was in such shows as t~ese, that the tap dance, buck and wing, and 

clog dances played a part. lhe tqp dance had 1ts origin in the slave quart

ers of the old South, and was called by the plantation owners, "leave danc-
,1 

ing. The early tap dancers used only their feet, keeping their arms at their 

sides. The art has been brought to a high state of perfection by Fred 

Astaire. who uses his arms, torso and a studied facial expression, which 

rives it a touch of the ballet. 'lhe clog dance is of Irish origin, and 

introduced in America by Barney ~illia~s in 1840. These different aances -
were used by some performers on the vaudeville circuit, when that tyne of 

show was Donular. 'I'he vogue of ''black face, 11 did not end with the nassing 

of the old time minstrel,but was kept alive by McIntyre and Heath, 1oran 

and 1~ack, "Honey Boy, 11 Evans and in a latter day by Al Jolson and Eddie 

Cantor, some of whom had their own companies. 

,Jhen General Lew Wallace's novel Ben Hur was dramatized, and appeared 

at one of the Phi~adelphiP theaters, an effort was made to bring the pro

duction to the Grand Onera House, for a few days ~erformance. 'lhe comp~ny 

carried eight car loads of scenery, including the horses for the chariot 

race. The expense of bring the company here, plus the added cost of tearing 

un the stage for the treadmills, for the chariot race, made the cost pro

hibitive, and the idea was abandoned. 

• 
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~heater attractions. 

'C"shers passed dovm the aisles, during the intermission, serving ice W!'lter 

to patrons, from glasses carried in a tray. The House had a. seating capac

ity of fourteen hundred, and its stage was forty-five feet square, the 

second 7 argest in the country. Owing to the size of the House, the unique 

arrang~ent of the seats gave those in the parterre circle a good view of 

the stage. The curtain was rolled up by hand, and as was the custom, was 
s 

embellished with ADS. of local merchants. A bell was rung in adjacent saloo 

as a signal that the intermission was about over. 

The Opera. House was the sett:i ng for many political rallies. Dnrinp the 

National cam aien of 1900, reorge Ldwa.rd Reed at that time President of 

~ickinson College, and later ~n;,astor of Grace W.E. church, while he said 

he was a layman in politics, delivered a rousing address at a. Renublica.n 

rally there. 

11ring the National campaign of 1904, 1ton B.Parker Democrat nominee 

for President, addressed a rally. When the meeting ad~ourned at a late hour 

and many of the audience had left, som~ one prevailed on L.Irving Handy 

to speak. Those present immediately sat down, roalizing a treat was in 

store for them. 

In the same campaign, Charles r'.'v'a.rwick at that time }tayor of 

Philadelphia., addressed a. Republican rally • .1:Ie told the story of the 

wonderful "ma.yority, 11 a German spellbinder told his Bucks County audience 

they would roll up for the Renublican Party, in the coming election. It 

would break the b unds of the County, roll over the river and New Jersey, 

and over the ocean to the shores of England, and up to the very seat of 

the tl-irohe. hen the "Old Gal," saw it, she would yump up R.nd cry, 11 1\y, 

what a mavority. 11 



Theater attractions. 

"i lliam I • Docks tad er came to Vii lminp-ton in 1893, and first located with 

his cages 01' snakes and monkeys, at 309 Shipley Street, under the name of 

the ;d lmin@:ton 1~see. This was a small beginning, but it gave him a chance 

to get acquainted, and sense the needs and tastes of the local theater going 

public. After two years there, he moved to the old carriage factory of Frist 

and Allmon, at the N.W.corner of Seventh and Shipley, where he gradually 

sub&tituted vaudeville for the earlier features. 

In 1903 he built his own theater, the Garrick, on Narket Street just 

above the Yasonic Temple. As a local man, he was interested in supplying his 

patrons with the best at the price asked. ••hen a customer who knew him,would 

charge him with having a uoor show that week, if such was the case, he would 

be quick to admit it. He felt it was never good policy to argue with a patron, 
hard 

rather he would explnin that it was for a man in his class, to pick and 

choose from the talent offered. :ith the appearance of moving nictures, a 

short reel would be shown at the end of the show. 

,vi th the dea.th of Mr. Dockstader, in Hl2l, this enterprise which had 

come to be p8.rt of the city's life, closed its doors. Mrs Emma Dockstader 

who had actively shared with her husband in the management of the theater, 

died in 1931. 

No mention of Dockstaders' would be complete, without reference to 

candy ~an. LJressed in a white suit, with cap and gloves to match, and wearing 

white leather leggings, he would stand outside the theater, regardless of the 

weather, and sell his candy from a tray, supported by a band around his 

shoulders. His peculiar cryaroused attention, and the peculiar I'hythm of 

the cry, remained in ones ears, ~fter he had passed. 
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· cater attrac~ion9. 

e wonlrl r-cpeat "c·rncy man" tvdce, the ... ~rst tir1e w::th "riann as a question, 

the second time with 11 man" as a declarat:Ion,thus, 11 6andy man? Candy man:'' 

rlhe theater that stood for years on Tenth Street near Tatnall, and 

kno!V'n at different times as the Academy of Y.usic, I iyou, LyceuM or I yric, 

was in those days the home of burlesque. It had been the scene of two fires., 

the first in 1888, and aeain in 1914, oth hap"Jening when the house was dark 

.'\fter the second fire the house was not rebuilt . 

About 1912 the Conness and Ld:wards Company opened there with a stock 

comnany., playin5 for about twenty-five weeks, ending their stay in the city 

with an outdoor performance of As You I ike It, on the grounds of Samuel 

Bancroft I s estate at Pockford. I~any members of the cast ~ecame favorites 

of nRtrons of the house, and those who met some of them socially, en,"o-uec 

their company. erQver eople eathered toeether they were the chief 

tonic of conversation, 1 etween those who had seen the new weeks offering, 

and those w~o ,ad not . est known o! the cast were, !~rfaret Pitt,leaCing -
lady, :arc c ermott, character man, atherine rooks, character woman, 

Ir and Irs arry tfockey, and :abel and ,thel Strickland, the latter the 

wife of ~.r . ,dwards • 

• he next season a stock company was tried again., w~th an entirelv 

new cast, ,)ut they never r;ripped the imagination of the local theater coers., 

as cid the original company. 

~he auditorium on est Jleventh Street, was erected Drir1arily f'or 

MusicaJs, the accoustics considered well adapted to that ty~e of enter 

tainment . Qince its erection, it has been nut to r1any uses . In its early 

years , 1oody and Sankey eld their revival meetines there, and later on 

illiam ammond nsed Jt as a sjte for his laundry. It rias been the s0ene of 

!""an"IT 1 o Ji ti 0al La ther:.nrs, :tll iam .Tenn~ngs P,ryan sneaking there :5 n 1 q6, 

rawin the lar est cro~, ~ th ins5de an( out, in the exnerience o" trie 



~heater attractions. 

city,. Housewives h· ve assembled there for cooking schoo1, and lArge crowds 

have been drawn to the wrestling and boxing matches. 

ln the early years of the ·11orld \'Jar , the P1ayhouse was opened, but 

largely due to the lack of road shows, has been dark a fOodly portion of 

the time. Jelect moving pictures were the attraction there at times, and 

it w~s the scene of pioneering in a type of talking pictures. Nany shows 

were given their "try out," there, before appearing on Broadway. An open 

meeting was held there 1n the latter l920's, to devise some means whereby 

the theater might better serve the theater going nublic. During the showing 

there of the Song of the Flame in 1928, shlrtly after the evening perform-, . 

ance started, the weight of the scenery caused the supporting girders to 

fall, injuring several of the cast, and a disapnointe·a. audience filed out 

of the Playhouse. 

l:uring the national campaign of 1920, John 1:ianameker the Philadelphia 

merchant, ·--ip"ke there at a Republican rally, one, '-'aturday afternoon. An old 

man in working clothes, standing along the side, asked the speaker a 

Before Nr ~,amimaker could make answer, some thinking it was a drunk, 

"t'ut him out,." • r ~vanamaker expressed regret that he was not given a 

to answer the ~an's question, saying," ~eoplecan't understand how some will 

work all their lives, and have nothing in the end, while others grow ric~. 

~any of the stars who have died or retired from the stage, ma.de their 

appearance there , in the early days of the H0 use, such as John ~rew in the 

Cat Bird, Berbohm 'I'ree as Cardin<)l Vvoolsey in Henry the ~ighth, 

in a )\~odern Mar:dalene, David Vvarfie ld in the Aue tioneer, and others • .t!,Ven th --
~ast side of town had its theater, on Seventh Street,~elow Walnut , later on 

to become a Method1.st church. 



heater attractions. 

Among the entertainments offered in those days, were the lecturers, 

enerally to be found in the churches, were the expenses were lighter. Some 

like 11 Bob11 urdett were humorists, and the Rev. "Sam" Small of Georgia, spoke 

for the temperance cause. Looking back it seems that the temperance forces 

were more aggressive than today. It , as a day when the saloons were "ncontroll 

and often children were sent with a pitcher, to"rush the growler." At the 

numerous temperance meetings, a pledge in the shape of a long sheet, would b 

placed handy, and members of the audience, even if they never had touched a 

drop, would be urged to sign. Even the dramatic stage played its part, in 

pointing out the evils of drink, with the play,Ten Nights In A Bar Room. 

Ranking them all in the far reaching effect of his lectures, was Dr. 

Russell Conwell., founder of Temple University in Philadelphia. He traveled 

thousands of miles, anc delivered his famous lectu e, "Acres of Diamonds," 

hundreds of times. The proceeds of these lectures went to the maintenance 

and upbuilding of the college., when it was a "fledgling". A silver offering 

would be taken up in lieu of an admittance fee at the door, and the Dootor 

would tell his audience tbat their contrirutions would help determine the 

number of students who would gain admittance to his college. 

Fifty yeari:s ago people turnea !'or the minor amusements such as Ventrilo

quists, Punch and Juay shows, ana glass blower~, 'to the a:i.uai torium 01· the 

Odd Fellow•~ Ihlll at Tnira a:i.na K1ng, or the Institute Builuing at Eighth 

ana Market. The t·ormer was alreaay beginning to seem way down town. and. the 

aua.1 tori um or the Institute waa t·avorect for musicals and public speaking• 

and here were hela some 01· the early wretltling matches. 1n which a local boy, 

Jobn Y. Cooper was t·eaturea, all 01· wh1ch would 1·a11 to 1'111 the Grand Opera 

House. 



heater attractions. 

According to ~charf's istory of the ,ity, the theater here hac 44;-e

humble beginning. In 1833 a troup Hpneared and presented several nlays, 

in a larre room of the -ri.yard Hotel, across from the Old Town .1.iall, hat 

later on became lrnown as the elaware House, to which an admission fee of 

~ifty cents was char~ed. A few months later a hall was fitted up at ~ront 

anc Orange, and a number of Jhakespeare's nlays presented. 

The ilmington Theater Company obtained a charter the next year, an 

erected a building at _the s •• corner of Sixth and Shipley, with a seatin 

canacity of six hundred. Admission to the boxes was 75i, the pit 371 i, 

an0 the gallery 251, the nerformance becinning at seven sharp. There were 

• 

any n')oryle V1rho shook their heads, and said the town was going to ruin, 

re "a use so mflny of t 11eir friends and neiphbors patronized , " so wickec a 

thing as the t~1ea ter .'' lhe builc.in[. was used as a theater ,mti 1 1 3~, hen 

the ~ronerty nassed into n~ivate hands. 

Odd .Biellow' s Iall, was erected by a '~omnany ci-.artered by the eneral 

1ssembly in 1847, and the lecture room onened b~ the rerman:!a Jociety, a 

1sical or anization fro~ ~russia. Some of the latter attractions were, a 

noted lecturer .,..rom .. l-iiladelt,h.ia, a tra redian in II tJtl-iello," and en Ttali n 

0 era ~omnqny. ~ome favored erecting the all at ~eventh and :arket, hich 

no doubt at that time seemed far from the center of thlings, v1hich feel·n 

existed when the asonic Temple was erected in 1871. 



ttr,.,ctions. 

The experience of those who nioneered in showin[ moving pictures, in 

rilmington, paralleled that of other cities, people considering them dreamers 

or lunatics. Nick Jones long associated with the Savoy theater, had experien 

showine pictures inother cl.ties, after interviewing property owners alon . 
I:arket Street, most of whom were dubious, saying it could not be done, fo md 

one in the person of George Bright, who would take a chance. Tie rented Jones 

the store room at 515 Inrket Street, and after some simple preperations, open

ed on June 8,1906, with an admission fee of five cents. After running a few 

days, the police ordered him to close, on the flimsey excuf.l e that he had no 

license, the city up to that time never having issued a license for that type 

of business. 

' .any of t he early picture houses were in vacant store buildings, with 

cabinets or "peep shows" at the entrance, to whet the neoples anpetite for 

:rhat was inside. • Sometimes it was music the cabinet offered, and 
and 

ear phones were attached. Among the earlier houses, were Hyrups,;the Bijou 

both at Fourth and I:arket, the Pickwick at 504 "fu.rket, the b:1.jestic in the 

building vacated by old St.Paul's Ch11rch at Seventh, the Victoria at 36 

r·arket, later on tt!lrn down to make way for the adclition to the Se.vi,nrs nd 

h1•ilding, each in :its tnrn a larger and more pretensious place, in keeping 

with the advance in -r icture makinf itself. 

They were the days of silent pict11res, and captions were thrown on the 

screen ,from time to time, that the audience might follow the action of the 

players. r'usic was f1·rnished by a piano, the score c'1ane:ed to s 1it the chang

ing scenes, with a ballad s1mg usually by some local singer, while the reel 

was being changed. The Mack Sennett, Essenay, ...,5_ograph, Vitoe::raph and dison 
1 

Companies furnished most of the films, the Essanay films featuring George 
" 

Anderson in rough riding westerns, and the Sennett pictures slap stick com-

edies. The different companies developed many players who soon became favor

ites with the public, such as .. oabel Nvrman, Clara Kimball Y0 1·ng, Theda Barra 
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rrho ass"med vaMp5 re rolls, ~1a.11rice Costello, '<'rancis ~ s' man, l'Jar'V Fnller and 

a host of others. 1SW3 saw tl--e first of t 11.e 1·1 1 11 fiction pictures, in the 

C'reat Train '""orbery, and in 1928 the f'irrt or t\io 'alt T 1sney !licke"l" ro se 

c~ rto0ns. 

ith tl-ie apnearance 01· avid \ark Cr11·1·1tn with his Tirth o!' a 1Jation 

and Intoler~nce, and 8ecil De?,ille witr t'.e first "eat"J.re picture, mhe Squaw 

r.an, pictures passed 1·rom the aaolescent staL,e, to make their appeal to 

those ot· a More c• 1 l t11red taste. I a ter on a aemand. was crea tea I'or neifhbor"ood 

theaters, which ~prune up 1n the 01 tlying sections 01' tre city. \,hen the 

movie house was erected at Delaware Aven,ie and Adams, many 1'el't it wo lei 

be 11n aavantage 'to trose li vine further '',est, while other felt trta t :it 

was the pi c t"re, ana i!' it was downtown, tl-iere trey would fO• After a 

precario1lS existence under dd.f.'1'erent managements, sincebeinr taken over 

by the Loew interests, it 'as enjo.ea a lar[e patronage. 

C arley C~·aplin w ose last pict,1re the ::)ictator, 1ras been receivea 

,1t• varie~ co~ment, first brcught his pantomine act1nr to trte screen in 

Amer1 ca, in the early 1900 ! s, in a Night in a I oncton !'"sic ira11, and •ip 

to t e last nict11re has steaafastl:r ad' ered to that form 01' en-certairment. 

,~n· of t1- e ear1v~ ner1'ormers ol' t·~e screen are remembered. !'or some pec11liar-\ t ... 

or t"1eir actinc, Dou3las Fairbanks 1'or ~is arilitv, ·arolu Llo u ror his 

clil'l'lbing aro"nd on nieh places, and rtis horn rimmed spectacles minns the 

lenses. iallace ~eect haa a lare;e following, and his pictures were of hi h 

t pe, but prosperity got the best of him, and. te diea at the reighth or his 

careero 

Ruaolph Valentino was for some ears the idol of the "rair sex," and 

at ),- is nmeral in one of tbe parlors in New Vork City, the crush ot' people 

to see him laid c 1 1t, composeu largel or women, wa::, no uo,fb1i a.s rrreat as A.n 

that reeted. him in an; of "1is pie t 11res o 
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nes ers o die in 1°40., came to t e sere en ii t' o t amr previous ac tin 

experience., and s ared. honors with Valentino in The Sheik, one 01· ' 1.s 

famo s roles. i th the aavent of "talk1.nr n1.c tl res., 11 many 01· the favorites 

of the silent pie t· res., failtH1 to II click.," aue largely to fault.,,. d.il"' tion. 

t that time the movie producers turned to the speaking stage 1or their 

talent., to correct this weakness in their companies. The high salaries 

ot·fered were an inducement arct for the stare players to resist., as t e 

ht:1.d. always lookea down or the screen per!'ormers. 

The early ays ( f the silent films coincided with the st .. les in lar e 

' a ts for women., and many a patron has tel t constrained to lean f orwarct and 

ask the lady in front of them to remove her ha't. Some did it with oo r ce, 

while others re::ienteu the reqnest. At times the reqnest would. e thrown on 

the screen. 

The pioneer cays in "talking n1.ct1 ires., 11 had tl-ie:!.r small be innin ., as 

i t' e silent pict res. 1 any were well satisfied wit' the earlier t pe., 

as t~e- onl~ appeaJ.ect to t~e e e., end were considered a restful enterta·n n 

Or first exDerience with t e new invention was at the rand Opera O se., 

abo t 1910., in connection with an Baison film. A small c rlinder p ono rap 

sat on the front or the sta e., syncroniz~u with ~he film. This was the nven

tion of neoree Webb of Bal t1more., in which two local men, John .T. Raskob and 

enry T. Graham were 1·1n ncially interested.. 

Abo•t the same -ci e another method was tried. out at the Play ouse, t e 

so• 1 nct fea-cure IPrnis eu by 1.,he loca.L J.)elmarvia Telephone Company., who had 

been 1'11rnish1.n -cheir subscribers w1.i:;h a p' onograph service separate from 

t e telephone, by installing a small box in the home., which wo 1la be 

b-v calline; central. I a.rge megaphones were pl1::1.cect along the sides or the sere 

to nroject the soPnd. Another method used., but as far as known., never trie 

ere, was for a ro·p of ulaffers to stnnd back of the screen, and re1::1.u t eir 

lines., in · armon-.r with t· e changing picture. 



Wilmington fifty years ago 

EARLY CIRCUS DAYSp 

When the circus came to town, a street parade would be held through 

the central section of the city, to which the people would flock, to 

see the different f~atures. The only music was furnished by a steam 

calliope, carried on a wagon, and manipulated by levers, with pipes 

like a large organ. The early circuses pitched their tents in the neigh

horhood of Tenth and Madison, when that section wa, not huilt up. Later 

on they showed at Front and Tnion, until that section was uilt up during 

the first world war, when they. moved to Thirtieth Street, east of Market. 

The arrival and departure of the circus, the raising of the tents, 

and feeding of the large staff, always drew a large crowd, to the grounds. 

For those unahle to finance a trip to the main show, the sideshow would 

compensate to a large extent, There on a high platform, would be 

various freaks, the tatooed man, the male and female giants, the bearded 

woman, and the wild man from Borneo, whose real Rdoress would likely be 

Harlem. Peo; le were less incredulous in those days, and as Barnum the 

showman, said," The American people like to be fooled~· In this tent would 

also be the wagons containing the wild animals, and the elephants and 

camels, ranged around the tent. 

The admission to the big top was fifty cents, with a few choice 

seats at seventy-five, the admittance to the sideshow ten. Ti,ere was only 

one ring, and the performance regan with a parade of animals,barehack 

riders,clowns,etc. which has become more spectacular every 7ear. During 

the evening.performance, as a feature would e concluded, the props of 

that act would be loaded on wagons, and hauled to the train. By the 

of the night the train would be off to some other citYand, like Christmas, 

one would have to wait another year for circus day. 



Sharing honors with the clrcus in the affections of the men and 

Buffalo Bill Cody 

and Pawnee Bill( Gordon W.Lillie) were namesto conjure with. Those boys 

who knew the life of the ••est, through the pages of the Dime Novels, saw 

it portrayed at these shows, with cowboys, Indians, trick horse back riding, 

and expert shooting. For some years before 1912 the two shows were combined 

and were as popular in Europe as in this country. When the shows came here 

they showed on the same grounds as the circus, but without benefit of tents. 

Euffalo Bill was a noted guide for the Federal troops, in the days when they 

were keeping the Indians under control. 

These two men with their sombreos and flowing hair, belonged to a West 

which has given way to the march of civilizati9nand Pawnee Bill is today 

living in retirement on his ranch in Oklahoma, at the age of eighty-one. 

Nothing remains today that resembles those old wild west shows, except the 

r9de9§, which appear from time to time. 

In the early years the circuses were smaller, and not so well organ

ized, as today, and 01·ten a gang or boys would lift up the side of the 

tent, and :01n the payees, This would likely lead to a 1'1ght with the 

circus perBonnel, anct wind. up with the circus being driven out of town. 

People would. 01·ten complain of being short changed, while buying tickets 

at the grounds, and 'the ticket seller would. have a club handy, to enforce 

his side of the argument. For the convenience of city people, tickets were 

placed ou sale at the Robelen Piano store, on the day 01· the circus. 
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~ en ude ~ ca to the Grand Cnera ouse bout 1900, in 
,., nqn·sh nla , the retty :.ster of Jose , t e ~·1rtain raiser , 

op- 0- .y- Thumb, vas decidely En 1~sh. 

She took t"le part of a little London s la vey, vho ·rorked in a 

laundry, and while the other irls there had their caus to take 

them out, she had no one . 

A bundle of lnundry had been there for 80ne ima , qwaiting a 

cla"mant . Around it she vove a romance . ~ome day a rince Charminb 

vrould come, to claim the bundle, an~ take her out for a good time . 

une day whens e 1ras ttwre alone , in welked the owner of the 

bundle . ~ true Ion on covkmey, wit~ loud clothes , pearl buttons , 

and all the rest that make that r cies noted . re was brusk with her , 

and nearly scared her to death, and thus was punctured her romance . 
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ilmington 'ifty Years A o. ) 

EARIV IT'SICAL A m RA "'.A.TIC TAIE TT. 

v ilmington has always been favored with excellent stage talent, both 

wusical and dramatic. At the Garrick Theater during the Summer of 1012, 

the Gilbert and Sullivan opera, Pinafore which had been produced by local 

talent in 1870, was given again. The cast comprised Miss Isabelle Wales as 

Buttercup, a role played by her mother, in the earlier production, her 

sister-in-law l'frs Leonard '.Vales as Josephine, and F,...ederick W.v yatt as 

Sir Josenh Porter, and musical director of the company. This ~erformance 

like many of its kind, was given for the benefit of charitable or[anizat~on. 

r'r.s Ya te Bis se 11 Pyle is remembered for her work in the i ikado, in those 

days. 

The early Germans who came to the city, brought with them from their 

native country, a love of mass singing. The Wilmington Saengerbund organ

ized in 1853, was one of the first singing societies in the city. They he~d 

forth in the German Hall on ~ast Sixth Street, and their powerfull voices 

could be eard for some distance. Those who would rather in the rathskell11r 

under the front of the C1ayton House, would often be entertained by Herman 

Gossen, who was fresh from his native Germany, with songs. The Saengerbmd 

~ave public entertainments, and visited like organizations in other cities. 

The Ferd Fullmer Chorus, civen the founders name upon his death, was 

orranized in 1891, with Jacob F.Clymer musical director, and Will! .S.Brown 

orcanist of Delaware Avenue Baptist church, as accomranyist. Harry F.RoDelen 

not only ~ad a music store at 710 13rket Street, but gained distinction as 

a comDoser of vocal scores. John D. urtz,jr. won favor as a teacher of the 

p1.ano, and nresided at the organ of the Lutherian church. Emma B,1,ore, 

daughter of Justice Charles B.L0 re, was a vocalist of merit. T. Ieslie 

Carpenter for years nresided at the·organ of 1rinity P.E.church, was also 

a teacher of the piano, and composer of a number of anthems for organ and 
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and choir. N.Dushane Cloward noted as a vocalist and teacher, was eneaged 

about 1888, to teach singing in the P11blic Schools, leading the pupils 

in one room at a time, as auditoriums were something for the future. Pro

fessor Calvin B.Rhoades from 1885-88 Mayor of the City, was a prominent 

singer and teacher. Many of these mentioned started their study of music 

at an early age, which shows their a titude for music. 

That era gave birth to many sentimental ballads, such as, After the 

Ball is Over, The Sunshine of Paradise Alley, Annie Rooney, and others, 

which would be sung whereever a few neople gathered together. About 1887 

the Ghristian ~ndeavor Society of StPPuls M.E,church, at Seventh and 

.Market, gave the Cantata of Queen ~sther, which recounted the oeliverance 

of the cl-iildren of Isreal, from the bondage of Egypt. 'I'his was held at 

the Grand oPera House, for a number of nights, the only outside talent 

the King and ueen, who were from Philadel hia. John V,, Todd was musical 

Director, Frederick McCall sang the ~rt of Hamann, and obert Walters 

that of Mordecia. 

Among those who left the city, to make a name for themselves in other 

nlaces, was John Finnesan, who for some years was soloist of StPatrick's 

Cathedral in New York, and often returned to the city, to lend his voice 

to some nublic eathering. ialter Sherwood traveled with the Minstrels, 

when tl-iey were in their heyday. Katherine Ross member of an old ilmington 

family, tudied both in this country and Italy, and later returned to 

Amer1ca, to sing in concert. A coterie of local people were instrumental 

in bringing her here, in connection with the Philadelphia Orchestra, of 

which she was at that time soloist. The affair was held in the Playhouse, 

and the people gave her a royal welcome. 

In the early years Wilmington had bands noted here and other laces • 

• The City Cornet Band accompanied St Johns Commandery to h1chmond, Virginia 

in 1876, and received a royal welcome. This was reputed to have been the 
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first band to invade the South, after the Civil War. A local band played 

at the Centennial in Philadelphia, in 1876~ The First Regiment Band its 

members drawn from previous bands, was organized in 1883, with John Wall

smi th the first leader, to be followed by Benjamin Rawnsley~. The former 

~as Prominent butcher of the city, and the latter associated with the 

cigar business. 

••right's Band (colored) rendered good music, and with the oldtime 

Negro's love of music, they missed none of the flourishes. The Fife and 

Drum Corps while not as elaborately dressed as today, their uniforM and 

cap a survi val of the Civil War days, with nothing more than fifes and 

druMs with which to make music, were a favorite band behind which to 

march. It was a practice of those days, at ·special store openings, to 

hire a cornetist, if not a full band, to draw the people. 

A0 band would usually accompany the firemen, when they visited in 

other cities, and with the firemen in helmet and red shirt, with silver 

horns, are sad to relate a parade associated with the past. For awhile 

through the generosity of a public spirited citizen, band concerts were 

held in the different parks of the city. The children ulaying around the 

outskirts of the crowd, would to some extent destroy tne pleasure of 

those real lovers of band music. John Ritchie's Orchestra was popular, 

with the people of that day, while they danced the waltz, polka, schot

tische and square dances. 

In the day when many homes had a piano or organ, on which some 

younger member of the family would be taking lessons, women as well as 

a few men, found teaching a lucrative. as well as genteel manner of making 

a living . .. 'i ome o-f. tJ-,1em added to th_eir income, by nresiding at the orgAns 

of the city churches: John Craig ~layed the organ at St. Andrews P.E. 

Church, He was an Englishman, and drank like one, but would tell them 

that if they would hold hjm on the seat, he would manage the rest. George 



~arly musical and dramatic talent. 

~ aria, played at Grace M.E. and Noble Hadley at St Pauls M.E, at Seventh 

and Market. The latter conducted a shoe store at Third and King Streets. 

The church organs lacked the range of those today, and the bellows pumped 

by hand, from a small room in the rear. A string hung down near the Dump 

handle,· w:1 th a lead weight, and when the latter went above a line drawn 

there, it was time to get busy and pump. 

Dramatics-

Some of our people felt an urge for histronics, and coteries were formed 

for that purpose. 'I'he Wilmington Dramatic Club, organized in 1888, held 

its first few performances in Eden Hall, until they had_grown in such 

favor, that the Grand Opera H0 use was engaged in 1891, to hold the crowd. 

They developed an extensive repertoire of plays, many of which are strange 

to our day, such as The Widow's Hunt, The Swells, Weak Women, and several 

others. The names of some of the patrons and patronesses, such as Willard 

Hall P0 rter, L.Scott Townsend and Mrs Henry G.Morse, are a guarantee of the 

caliber of both performers and erformance. 

'lhis ~gregation was followed some time later by the Green Room 0.lub, 

with Christopher 1 .viard e:enerally in the leading role. His portrayal of 

the character of Raffles, in the play of that name, and the title role m 

Alias Jimm Valentine, stam ed him as an ametuer actor, of no mean ability 

~he former had been played on the professional stage by Kerle Bellew, the 

English actor. 

The churches, school and fraternal organizations developed an interest 

in a~ting and public speaking, and a number of men and women made a lively

hood by teaching elocution, and gave their talents to ublic gatherings, 

by reading from One Hundred Choice Selections, a book published for that 

nurpose. 
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DELARARE'S FINANCIAL SYSTEM 

South River of New Netherland--1655-1664 

With the conquest of the Swedes by the Dutch, it is but 

natural to find marked changes in the financial system of the 

colony. The first of these was that in granting land to the 

colonists they were to settle themselves in villages 

"formed of at least 16 or 20 persons or 
families ••• and in order to prevent 
the immoderate desire for land, he .L[he 
Vice-Directoy shall, in place of tithes, 
exact for each morgen of land provisionall7t, 
12 stivers ffibout 24 cents goly annually.' 
(E, v. 12, 115.) . 

Tavernkeepers' excises were also levied, as follows: 

For a hogshead of French or Rhenish wine •• 20 florins 
"an anker of the same wine •••••••• 4 " 
11 11 n brandy, Spanish wine, or dis-

tilled water .••••••••••••• 
11 a ton of imported beer •••••••••• 
11 1r 11 u New Netherland beer. • • • • • • 
11 " larger or small cask, in proportion •• 

7 
6 
4 

" 
ti 

" 

A similar excise was required of those "who drink in company 

or in drinking bouts, but from those who lay it up for home-use" 

no excise was required. (E, v. 12, 116.) 

An ordinance oromulgated in 1656 required all colonists 

to fence in their land by the middle of March or pay a penalty 

of six guilders. {F, 92.) 

Soon after the Dutch acquisition of the South River colony, 

the West India Company, now in control, recognized the vital 

importance of attracting a much greater number of colonists in 

order that the place might be developed and made more prosperous, 

or even be maintained. It was considered, too, that the work of 
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colonization and development could be better done by the 

authorities of Amsterdam than by the comDany itself. For 

this reason the company opened negotiations with the Burgo

masters of Amsterdam, early in 1656, to bring about such a 

plan, and in November, an agreement having been reached, and 

ratified by the States-General., the company conveyed to the City 

of Amsterdam the territory lying south of the Christiana River, 

retaining for itself that part of the colony north of the 

river. (E, v. 1, 612 and 630-637.) 

In the City's colony Fort Casimir became New Amstel (now 

New Castle), while the company's colony was given the name 

Altona. (F, 88.) 

For the City's colony the financial provisions were quite 

detailed and are of considerable interest. The City advanced 

passage money to new colonists and agreed to provide them for 

one year with clothing and "all sorts of seed grain." It laid 

out the town of New Amstel with streets, a market, and lots for 

the use of traders and mechanics. To each person who wished to 

farm, the City gave "as many morgens, as well of plough land as 

of pasture and meadow, as he and his family were able to improve." 

The land had to be cultivated within two years, however, 

under penalty of forfeiture. For ten years the colonists were 

to be free from "paying poundage, horn money, or salt money," 

which, being interpreted, meant tariff duties and taxes on 

cattle and salt. After ten years they were not to be taxed 

'higher than those who are taxed lowest in any other district 

under the government of the West India Company., in New Netherland." 

The colonists, furthermore, were to be exempt from tenths for 
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20 years; afterwards of the tenths paid to the City of 

Amsterdam half should be expended for public works in the 

colony. This seems to foreshadow the present practice of 

setting aside certain revenues in special funds for specified 

purposes; as, for example, the present School Fund and Highway 

Fund of Delaware. (E, v. 1, 630-636.) 

The City erected at 1ew Amstel a warehouse or store where 

were kept "all sorts of articles." The warehouse was in charge 

of a factor to "furnish everything necessary for clothing, 

housekeeping, and farming, and to sell them at the same prices 

they are sold here fa.t Arnsterd8.!!!7, the company's custom excepted." 

What the "custom" was, and how it affected the prices paid by the 

colonists, it is interesting to investigate. On duffel (a 

coarse woolen cloth with a heavy nap) and blankets, the duty 

paid to the West India Company was 12 percent. On a long list 

of other articles (such as clothing, liquors, groceries, etc.), 

there was a double duty naid to the company -- six percent when 

the goods were shipped from Holland and an additional four percent 

when they arrived at New Amstel, or ten p_ercent in all. The prices 

paid by the colonists were accordingly higher in these proportions 

the.n the prices charged in Amsterdam. The City, however, provided 

for the free transportation of all tools and farm implements, and 

without the payment of duty. All "materials and necessaries for 

the exercise of trade and handicraft" were also duty-free. On 

the other side of the picture, products of New Netherland exported 

to Holland were admitted free of duty; but beaver and other furs 

were charged eight percent. (E, v. 1, 630-636.) 
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The provision that custom duties collected in New 

Netherland should be used for building and maintaining public 

works is another instance of earmakring certain revenues for 

specified purposes. 

The City of Amsterdam also went into the business of com

mission merchant by having in New Netherland storehouses 

"for the storage of the grai'n and other 
property of the Colonists, to be sold 
for the benefit of the same, and ••• 
return the proceeds thereof in such 
articles as the owners shall direct, 
deducting only two per cent for commission, 
and one-tenth of the net proceeds in 
payment of the disbursements made by 
the said City for the freight and pas
sage of the persons and goods of the 
Colonists; and that until the aforesaid 
disbursements are refunded and no 
longer." (E, v. 1, 633.) 

The colonists were permitted to cut as much timber on 

public lands as they needed for building houses and vessels 

and for carrying on trade, and to do it freely, which is an 

instance of the authorities foregoing a possible source of 

revenue. Another instance of the kind is found in the fact 

that the colonists were allowed freely to hunt in the woods 

and fish in the streams, whereas nowadays hunting and fishing 

licenses provide a source of revenue. (E, v. 1, 633.) 

Again, any colonist who might discover valuable minerals 

or precious stones was to be allowed to "possess and keep 

them as his own, without paying any impost or duty for them, 

for the term of ten years; but after the expiration thereof, 

he shall be held to pay the Company one-tenth part of the 

proceeds." (E, v. 1, 635.) 
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A chief article of trade in the colony was tobacco, 

which, by law, had to be inspected for its quality by the 

official "tobacco inspector." A tax of ten stivers was 

charged for each hundred pounds of tobacco inspected. Of 

this, six stivers were paid by the buyer and four by the 

seller. It would be interesting to know whether the seller 

shifted his share of the tax tq the buyer by increasing the 

price, or whether the buyer could avoid this by sharp bar

gaining. (H, 283.) 

To help get things going, the City Council of Amsterdam, 

in November 1656, authorized the directors of the colony in 

New Netherland to borrow 25,000 guilders on the credit of 

the city. (E, v. 1, 645.) 

For the further support and promotion of the colony, 

the Council, in January 1657, authorized the directors of the 

colony to borrow as a subsidy on the credit of the city the 

sum of 10,000 guilders. (E, v. 2, 2.) 

In March of the same year, the directors of the company, 

having reported that they had collected about 300 colonists, 

asked the Council for permission to engage a minister, to 

employ one of the City's ships for the transportation of the 

colonists, and, "for the advancement of everything," authority 

to borrow a further 36,000 guilders. This request also was 

granted. (E, v. 2, 4.) 

Still later, in July of the same year, the Council 

authorized the borrowing of 6,000 guilders on the City's 

credit. Thus in nine months the City of Amsterdam provided 

77,000 guilders for the development of New Netherland on the 
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South River, so that when in September a request came for 

another ship and 16,000 guilders more, the Council apparently 

became uneasy, and after declaring that 11 it was not the Council's 

intention to foster said Colonie by excessive and endless 

expenditure," appointed a committee ttto consider and examine 

said matters maturely and to report their conclusion and 

opinion accordingly." In the following month, upon a favor

able report from the committee, the Council granted the addi

tional 16,000 guilders. (E, v. 2, 17, 21, and 22.) 

What the cost would be for furnishing provisions to the 

colonists and soldiers was interestingly estimated by Vice

Director Alrichs in May 1657. His calculation was that a 

soldier would require one ration a week, his wife one, and a 

child and servant one together. Counting that each ration 

would cost at least 30 stivers (about 60 cents), he estimated 

that the annual cost for such a family at 234 guilders, "exclu

sive of daily necessaries, such as stockings, shoes, shirts, 

clothing, etc. u (E, v. 2, 14.) 

The end of the borrowing had not come. In April 1658, 

for the purpose of fitting out another expedition to ~ew 

Netherland, the Council granted the directors of the company 

another 20,000 guilders. (E, v. 2, 22.) 

By Uctober of the same year the expenses for the support 

of the colony had exceeded income by about 7,000 guilders. To 

make up this deficit the Council advanced the money to the 

directors. At the same time the Council appointed another 

committee "to cons-.1.der in what manner the aforesaid Colonie 

can be advanced at less cost than heretofore, and report 
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thereon to the Council." (E, v. 2, 56.) 

Upon the recommendation of this committee, the Council, 

in March 1659, made several important changes affecting the 

finances of the colony. These -changes were as follows: 

1. The distribution of provisions remaining in the 

colony store was to be confined to colonists already settled, 

thereby canceling the distribution of free provisions to future 

colonists. 

2. The exemption from the payment of tenths was declared 

to be inoperative after 1678. 

3. The exemption from poundage and horn and salt money 

was declared to be inouerative after 1668. 

4. All merchandise exported by the colonists was required 

to be consigned to the City of Amsterdam, 11 to be disposed of 

and converted into cash to the best advantage of the owners." 

(E, v. 2, 57.) 

Against the last of these changes the colonists strongly 

remonstrated as having "the appearance of great slavery and 

restriction, very offensive to the people." To meet the colonists' 

objection the Council modified the restriction so as to permit 

the colonists to ship their merchandise to ports other than 

Amsterdam, or to import goods from other places, but with the 

provision that the regular duties should be paid to Netherland 

and to the West India Company. 

At the same time the Council abrogated the original con

dition concerning the discovery of minerals and precious stones, 

and authorized the directors of the City's colony to make new 

regulations governing such discoveries. (E, v. 2, 59-60.) 
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For the support of the church in the colony a 2½ percent 

tax was levied in 1659 on all voluntary sales of real estate, 

and al¼ percent tax on sales by execution. These taxes were 

in addition to the secretary's fees for his services. 

(E, v. 2, 61.) 

In September of the same year, the City Council by resolu

tion declared the New Netherland colony t1a source of very great 

expense to the City, and very little return is received to 

defray these expenses, and that there is little or no appear

ance that the .City is to look for any considerable profit 

from the continuation of that work." The Council therefore 

"resolved and concluded to surrender said Colonie to the West 

India Company for such sums of money and on such conditions as 

shall be most convenient for said Company." The Burgomasters 

were authorized to negotiate with the directors of the company. 

In November the Burgomasters reported that they had done so, 

but that no agreement could be reached with the company at that 

time. Meanwhile, the City was being pressed with claims 

totaling about 12,000 guilders. Not having funds available, 

the Council authorized a committee to arrange a loan of that 

amount to meet these claims. (E, v. 2, 78 and 100.) 

In August 1660, a further request for the colony's 

assistance, amounting to 8,000 guilders, having been presented 

to the Council, the latter referred the request to the committee 

appointed in the previous November for its opinion and advice. 

(E, v. 2, 116.) 

No report having been received from this committee by the 

following November, the Council "exhorted and requested" the 



GOVERNMENT 
-9- Revenue and Taxation 

committee to report its advice. At the same time, 6,000 

guilders were appropriated to pay urgent colonial bills. In 

January, 1661, upon the advice of the committee, the Council 

authorized the directors of the colony to borrow the further 

sum of 15,250 guilders on the credit of the City. (E, v. 2, 

164-165.) 

Nhen it became apparent that no agreement could be made 

with the West India Company to take over the City's colony, 

the Council, on the recommendation of its committee, in March 

1661, instituted a number of economies and reforms to promote 
• 

the prosperity of the colony and to put it on a self-supporting 

basis. To this end it was decided to permit private individ

uals to purchase a half interest in the City's colony, sharing 

equally with the City in the future expenses and profits, and 

accordingly proposals were issued for subscrintions to stock 

in the colony, the intention being to raise 25,000 guilders 

to put the new plans into effect. (E, v. 2, 167-173.) 

A group of about 25 ivlennoni te families in Holland having -
expressed their desire to settle in the City's colony if 

assistance were given them by the City, the Council, in April, 

1662, agreed to loan each family 100 guilders, the members of 

the group being jointly and severally responsible for the 

repayment of the loans. They were, furthermore, to be given 

as nruch free land in the colony as they were willing and able 

to cultivate and pasture, and were not to be subject to tenths 

or other imposts for a period of 20 years. (E, v. 2, 176-177.) 

The Council, receiving a further report from its committee 

in March 1663, granted an additional subsidy of 25,000 guilders 



-10-
GOVERNMENT J4Lj 

Revenue and Taxation / 

to the directors of the colony. (E, v. 2, 205-206.) 

A further advantage to the City's colony resulted from an 

agreement with the West India Company in July 1663, whereby 

for the term of eight years half the company's duties collected 

at the South River in New Netherland miBht be retained by the 

City's colony, with the restriction that the City's half 11 shall 

be employed for the advantage and greater security of their 

Colonie, in erecting and repairing public works." (E, v. 2, 206-207.) 

In preparing to send another expedition from Holland to the 

South River, the City Council and the commissioners and directors 

of the colony, in August 1663, entered into an agreement whereby 

the commissioners and directors contributed half the cost of the 

expedition, the cost being estimated at uowards of 50,000 

guilders, and in return were to "participate for one-half in 

all the efforts and rights which the City already possesses and 

may hereafter obtain in that quarter," meaning the City's colony 

in New Netherland. The commissioners and directors also shared 

equally with the City in paying a deficit of 8,000 guilders 

resulting from two previous expeditions. (E, v. 2, 213-216.) 

Long-standing difficulty with the English to the south, 

and apprehension of invasion both from that quarter and from 

New England, led the commissioners of the colony to appeal to 

Amsterdam for aid and protection, reinforcing similar requests 

made previously by the rlest India Company. The City Council, 

In July 1664, took steps to raise money for the purpose of 

sending warships and soldiers to New Netherland. (E, v. 2, 243-246.) 
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But it was too late. All the hopes and plans for the 

prosperity of the Dutch colony were to come to naught. Late 

in August New Amsterdam fell into the hands of the English, 

and within a few weeks the colony on the South River met a 

like fate. The Dutch fiscal system for the colony, like the 

preceding Swedish system, was no more. From the fiscal viewpoint, 

the brief Dutch colonial encore of 1673-1674 had no particular 

significance. 
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213. Fro1 John cYinly (pgs . 221-222) 

1lm1ngton Septr 9 1777 . 

Yesterday morning, the British A y made a ener 1 ove ent 

fro1 the pl c o their h'neaupment on th Iron hill , proceeding 

north rd thro' ·111 creek Hundred . Our Aney at that time expecting 

t ey rould take the r rout tho' this place., ov r Brandyv,ine 

Bridge entr nched th selv a very 11 on th 

Clay er e , nbout a ilo est ard from Ne, ort, 

st rn b of Red 

ere they h d 

oved the dny before & iaited t eir app:ronch int e itjlost spirits 

1 a •inable; but t· n y as for tho present given theni th slip, 

having 1 o ed far r north to pass Brand ine, at a Plac cnlled 

Cha~ 's ord, about 9 or 10 :mil nbov this pl ce, but er pur-

su , or rather tte:mpted to bo outmarched, bea { od) · interrupt d , 

1n their rout y tho hole Continental Troops under Gonl _· a:::. ngton 

o aet off for th t purpose from their lines at four o 'cloc~- this 

morning accompanied by his exce lency, the comrno.no.er in chief, & 

th other general officers, · ope they 'Ii ill ccomplish th ir in• 

tention, th t victory uill be ours . T.r.ie emy I sup·ose b y 

of decoy, & to emu.so our Troops from purnu1ts, have loft a body of 

their' on s. high hill , 1 bout 3 mile 1 oat of Newoort, ho she 1 

the selvoa very freely both last Evcng & this day on th skirt 

of piece of oods . arious opinions aro Entert 1ned concerning 

th 1r numbers., so.e alled in tom to be only 150 others vastly 

more--Nothin uould please o more , than that they , ould be ma.de 

prisoners by th il tia of this t te, & I h ve no dou h d th 

numb r , which first marched to the Head of El of the first & 2nd 

Batt lions of thia County, been no rr under anna , they could Eaaily 

h e acco.plished that d sirable service by to morro mo:rng; ut 
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they are dispcroed, t 1n care cf their f.fects w ch lay 

directly in the Rot ich _t as suppose the 

sot at I o.ve ~o .opes fron them t preser.t, u.'1.less you could 

bri iled1ately, ~1at Troops you ~ant.one~ 1n your last, to 

have under you1 .. co11-nsn- &t your pre ent station, t join t 1 such 

as Could e roo.dil .. ~ co.-1vened here of tho 1 t : 2nd Battalions, & 

thon I think th re :oulQ bo no dan er of suca ding. There nre 

t r1ge.d o of :!.11 t1a f1-o:- tl ... e stc.t of Ponnsyl a."'lie., under the 
)~. C~-~. O(.~. \/,1~1 ~-11•'\• 

co nd of Brignd1e::.·s ,lotter : ,,Irvine no , 1 :'.1' hcro--Bu.t they 
")a.,,,.,.,an q. "') .<\. {J-,. ,J • ~. ~. ~-

must t.ait the co end 01" Gehl · shincton., : o 1t is possible ?nay 

order the forrw rd--As the .floet of the cnetiy ia :mlled & no 

don er fro the ..... or their army t preaent in the neighbour. ood 

hel"e you a.re; · enl lo.shingtcn has no lo.ft this stnto., porhnps 

it td be very agreeable to your o.f'ficers men, to perfo th1 

piece of service hich \70 ·ld redound ao ,; ,..h to t. oir om Honor, 

& the credit of the st t --I huve the curt 1 eo ~ou :rote for, 

but the n ons re so much en; god i!th the movements of our Arrtry, 

th t I could not procure e.11y to forward them to you--No ne a from 

the orth a.rd-- .y best re pects to all f _ ien , p i•t1cularly 

your privateer, r. Jickenaon2 •• (P.S.} Should you th nk p1:-oper 

to come, the soo ...... er- the botter 

?WT~ to 213 

1. Near ill To ·m. 
2. John Dickinson, the 1ell-l om. stntesmo.n, wa 

private in th Kent County 1 tin. 

~Lm'TER 215 
From John r cK1nly 

at th1s timo 

Wilmington Septr 10.1777 

I ,rot you yesterday by Express, informing of the movenents 

o~ the emy & tat a party remained behind 1ch I was desirous 

should be m de Prison rs by the 111tia of this state under your 
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command, since 1hich I have had authentic intelligence, that the sd 

party have oved on a.f'ter the main body. our Army is on the East side 

of Chad •a Ford, in a strong post, & o have baulked Genl Ho who tho tt 

to have stolen a r:1arch & passed that ford, before Genl fnahington could 

have reached it. Genl. How's army Enc .ped about 5 m.les est of the 

aforesaid Ford last night--No ne1s this morne but what ti1e bearer can 

1nfonn you. It ia generally tho't that Hov.' must alter his rout, & 

perhaps endeavor to get into the greo.t road from Lancaster to Philada. 

But I hope our army 1111 still keep ahead of them. Our Anny are in 

the Highest ap1r1td· & see most Eager for an attack, & I run well per

suaded that if Ho aoeo not make one, Genl 7anhington will.1 One 

Jacob HollingsYorth, a credible person saw the mole :English Fleet even

ing before lnst o:t:f Spesuti Island, before tho :mouth of Susquehanah 

rive?\--I ha re not seen the commissary of pnt>chnaes since I recd yours, 

but I have no doubt of getting Ar. Haughey'a appointment confirmed by 

him--there is no po sib lity of procurring a team, to send you t e cart

ridges at present--but hope soon to get one--As I expect His Excellency 

Genl 1aah1ngton bas sent you ordero by this conveyance., I shnll not in

terfere-- y rospocta to !r. Dickenson &c--

B'OTES (215) 

1. The Battle of the Brandywine was fought on September 11, the day 
after this letter as Ytr:lt n. Ifol'.inly ,10.a captureo. by the British 
when a d.etachment fron How~' s nn:ry occupied V/1:t:mington two days after 
the battle, September 13. 



LETTERS (F.ditod by George Herbert Ryden, Ph . D. ) 
to and fro 
CAESAR RODN 
1756 - 1784 

87. To Thomas Rodney (pgs . 94- 85) 

Pbilud. Jul:y the 4th 1776- -

I have 1nclo~ed you a S ion3 dir cted to the Sheriff to 

Summon th !'ember( s) for our County to meet in Aseembly at Ne 

Castle on the 22d day of this Inst t 1 h1ch I hop you 111 have 

put into his hands as soon as possible after it Comes to youro2--

I arrived 1n Congress (tho detained by Thunder and Rain) time 

Enough to give y "l~oice in the matter of Independonce3-- rt 1a de

termined by th Thirteen United Colonies with out even one decenting 

Colony . l We ho.ve ~ot t rou 1 rl. th the Whole of the declar

ation and Ordered 1 t to be printed, so that you will soon have the 

pleasure of seeing 1t2-- nand- bi.ls of it ill be printed and sent 

to the A.mies , Cities, County Tovms &i To be published or rather 

proclamed in fo • -• • 

NOTES: 

• • 

2. A special session of the Ass bly wn being called by Caesar 
Rodney, tho Speaker, to detem.1ne the gueetion of frmuing a con
stitution for the State. .1h.en the As bly -met , it decided, on 
July 27, that n c-.onvention be held for that purpose on August 27, 
and mo.de arrangements for the election of elego.tes to the a c 
to be held on August 19. 

3 . Rodn y had not returned .from Sussex County 1n time to go to 
lfew Castle by "Saturoo.y morning, " June 29 , to continue the sessions 
of the Assembly as requested by Read in his letter of June 26. 
Read had then proceeded to fh11adelphio. in order to be present in 
Congr ss on 'l'onda.y, July 1 , :rhon chard Henry Lee's resolution 
£or independence , o to be taken off the tnble and debated. On 
that day, after a long and spirited debate bet eon the conservatives , 
led by John Dickinson, and the r dicals# led by John A4 s , Con
greso , sitting a n Co· 1itteo of the ·niole Rouse, paosed the res• 
olution with n1ne states favor1n it , two states (Pennsylvania 
and South Carolina) oppo~ing it, and 1th Delaisre'o vote not 
cast due to Read's opposing the resolution and JcKean ' s favoring 
it an odney 1s boing absent . That Rodney did not foresee such 
a quick dec1sion :ts quite probable . That he had loft Sussex 
County aev ral days before 1th n view to going to Philadelphia 
and had seen Colonel Haslet in lower Kent County while on his 
way north ia certain. He had probably stopped at his home near 
Dover !'or a day or two of rest an~ f'or the purpose of looking 
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after his personal f ir rvhon !!cl e ' s measn . c reached hi , 
per p3 i th n1 t of J uly 1- 2 . In this connection it 1s 
necessa.rr. to state th t have only tcKenn' a ord for it that h 
s nt en 'express" to Rodney, thero is no reference by the 
latter to this fact in y of his known letters . It is quite c r
tain that Rodney roached Phil 1 ia on July 2 (probably late in 
th o.fternoon) voted for in .fon o.1 numner upon its being re
:f'err d fron the Committe of the fuolc-llous • Since Pennsvlvania 
and South Carol na also joined the ajorit,- on tho second, the 

ote for th resolution on th t day wast •elve stutos , ~e York' 
dele ation r aining 31lent as on tho day before . \'Jhat Rodney 
means in this letter is, that he arr1vo· in time to vote for Le's 
resolution on t e second. This s proven y me curious fact 
that when John Hancock, the resident of Congress , put the otion 
on the second, he de a tally~sheet on t he back of Lee ' s origi
nal resolution, and indicated ela1are ' a vote as in the af'f1 ative . 
Th1s tally- she t ma;r be aeen in the ~a..~uscript division of the 
L1brar,v or Con ross . 

1 . Rodney was mistnlt n , WJ e York di· not o.dhere to Lee 1s 
resolution and to the claracion of Independenc until ao 1e ton 
days · ft r this letter ,;ras ritten . 

2 . Imnediatoly a.ftcr the pa in • of Lee's resolution on July 2 
had l!!.S.de the United. States independent or the l,other Country-, Con- ~ 
greas procee ed to discuss Jefferson' drru.'t for a declaration of .,,r 
independence hich waa to erve ee nn explanation to e iorld of 
the act ot July 2 . The draf't w s debated par' graph b pa_ gr ph, 
th tediou vrork not bein° co pleted by t 10 Com.mitt e of the 
Whole- ouse until late on the fourth . Then the Declaration# as w 
now no it , tns adopted by tho s o t elve states no voted for 
Lee's resolution on tho second. The formal signing of the Docla:r-
ntion did not begin until Auiust 2 . Then Read joined Rodney and 

cK nn and ade Del are's vote unanimous . 
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) 

Ne ---~ June the 9th 17178 

Your favour, I Recd by the Post on my wa to this place here 

I h ve Summoned t e Privy-Counc112 for the urpose, oro Especially, 

of Calling the General Assembly, ho verry imprude tly dispersed 

o.."1.d thereby ~•e ·· solved unless called by c, afte. ,.hie th .y m y 

set on their adjou.X'ltlnents as before -- The SUim onine them 1 tho 

mor necessary as they have left us ithout even one Supre e Jud e 

in the State, he.vin before they Sepe.rat d, for th purpose of 

gettin rid of John Cook, Got both illen and hit to resign, the 

fir t of hom they intended to re-appoint together 1itl1 David Finny 

of J:e ca. tle County and John Jones of Sussex--! nrueh Obliged 

to you for your Care in procuring tho l':loney. Shall Send an Expr ss 

for it before I lenve this to ether ~1th the order ~n favour of 

you hich y u 111 be ple sed to deduct, unless General Patterson 

Should fail 1n procuring one wh c he B promised -- I shall 

rite you by the Expr ss -- The Commissioners arrived off Newcastle 

the day before ye terday in the Trident of 64 Guns & Immediately 

ent on bord the Eagle's Tender and proc ded to Philadelphia -

They are Earl Carlisle, Lord Amherst, Lord • Hoe, •r Jackson 

& 1 :r . den --

NOTES 267 

2. 'l'he colonial goverI . ent of t e Three Lower Countie "" ela: are 
had been fairl s1.mple with a un caner l legislature of 1ghtcen 
m era, six fron each county, and Tlith a Penn proprietor as 
governor or (1:f' the Proprietor lived in En land) someone des1c;;nated 
by h as deputy- ovomor. Th overnment set up for the State 
by the first constitution of 1776 as ore cumbersome, the exec
tive's po era be ng restricted by th fact thnt he was elected by 
a bic eral legi lnture, not by the peo_le, and that nll o~ the 
Pre 1 t' nets must be concurred by a mall council of tour, 
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called the Privy Council, to el oted by the Leeislntive Council 
(upper hous ) d two by the House of Ass bly (lower branch). 
The Privy Council as abolished by the secon state constitution 
of 1?92, end after t e.t ye r the overnor was elected by the people. 



James B. Cheyney 
April 11, 1940 

Tt"!:?I ERANCE 
NEWSPAPER HISTORY 

TEMPERANCE SOCIETIES ORGANIZE FOR FIGHT 

Delaware, in common with other States, shared the 

uneasiness that liquor interests were assuming too much control 

in the law making bodies of the third and fourth decades of the 

last century. Stimulated by the organization in rural New York 

to fight back the power of rum, they, as Pennsylvania and adjacent 
nush 

States were doing, organized society committees toJ1the cause of 

Temperance. It is recorded in contemporaneous newspapers that 

practically every county of the Keystone State had been organized 

into active moral suasion groups. It is also noted that the 

leaders found a large part of the several communities ready and 

eager for curtailing the drinking custom. The State, then largely 

industrial, felt keenly the effect of unchecked liquor. 

Wilmington organized the first temperance society in 

Delaware on December 8, 1828, after the city had felt the 

encroaching influence of the saloon. The list of officers and 

members include the most prominent Wilmingtonians of that period, 

even though it does not show that all who enlisted in the Dry 

Cause were teetotlers. Drinking stimulating beverages was the 

custom of those days, but men of affairs and social standing 

rarely over -drank. 

John Bullock was elected president of the first organization 

and cooperating with him were Robert Porter, Secretary; Willard 

Hall, Benjamin v_!.ebb, Dell Noblit, Andrew Taylor, Eli Hilles, 

J. F. Vaughn, John Sebo, T. C. Aldrich, and Dr. W. w. Baker, 

directors. The society soon attained a very considerable 

membership and continued to function for many years. 
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Temperance Society 

The Jefferson Temperance Society was formed in 1842 

with Samuel Allen, president; John Johnson, vice-president; 

Jonas fusey, treasurer; James B. Morrow, secretary. The 

directorate included James Smith, Dr. Joseph R. Hayes, Lewis 

Wilson, John E. Smith, Joshua L. Pusey, Abraham Sharder, Jacob M. 

Garrison. The organization maintained a reading room supplied 

with literature on the subject in Temperance Hall. 

The first Women's Temperance Society in Delaware was organized 

in 1843 with Mrs. R. Mc Clung, president and with twenty-six 

charter members. It was long active in the cause and records 

recall that 600 persons signed its total abstinence pledge - an 

achievement in those days, for while many of the citizens 

favored abstinence for their neighbors and friends, they did not 

go entirely dry themselves or sign away the right to take an 

occasional 11 dram.u 

A group of prominent Wilmington business and professional 

men discerned the necessity of a meeting place for the citizens 

favoring the Dry Movement. In 1842 they obtained a charter for 

the erection of Temperance Hall, which was speedily built on the 

south side of Fourth Street near Market, and dedicated on 

December 12 of that same year. The original board of directors 

included Jonas Pusey, Asa Poinsett, Samuel Mc Caulley, James 

Hollingsworth, Jacob M. Garretson, George G. Lobdell, Thomas 

:::::.--- Baynes, Robert Mc Dowell, John Johnson, David Pinkerton, Joseph 

Willis, and Thomas Mc Allister. 

Subsequently in 1844, the officers and directorate changed 

to Jacob M. Garretson, president; J. s. Valentine, secretary; 
• 

Daniel C. Wilson, treasurer; John A. Duncan, Jonas Pusey, 



--

-3-
NEvVSPRPER HISTORY 2 bO 

Temperance Society 

George Craig., Lewis Curlett., Thomas Allen., 1,Villiam Simmons, 

Thomas Dixon and Samuel Allen., directors. 

The YMCA Building., 839 Market Street., in the fifties, was 

the headquarters of the Temperance Alliance, organized to restore 

liquor control back to the citizens and to eventually wipe out 

alcohol entirely. It was comprised of outstanding citizens., 

headed by William Y. Warner as president. The membership in

cluded Washington Jones, William Bush, Gregg Chandler., Charles 

Baird., Benjamin Johnson, Alfred Stevenson., J. J. McCullough, 

V. P. George, J. V. Lloyd., D. 1."f. Harkness, Zacharia Pickels, 

Edward Mc Kaig, Edward T. Taylor., Charles Moore., Frank Hoffecker, 

Thomas Mc Corkle., J. S. /I/heeler, Albert P. Thatcher, John White, 

George Simpson, John Meyers., A. Sargeant, and the Revs. H. D. 

Davis, B. H. Latrobe, Lafayette Marks, T. B. Eastwood, R. B. 

Cook., and Julius Dodd. 

The Teetotalers opened headquarters on Shipley Street in 

the Old Theatre or Stimple Hall. It was likewise maintaiNed by 

representative citizens, prominent in the varied industries and 

professions. 

The Old Foundry at Tenth and Orange Streets was pressed into 

service for Winter meetings and a big top set up within the four 

walls and two big stoves, "stoked" to their limit, were used to 

keep the place fairly comfortable. 

A large building on East Front Street, known as Holly Tree 

Inn, was dedicated to the cause of temperance and opened to men 

and women who had suffered directly or indirectly through alcohol. 

It also was regarded as a dry retreat for those seeking their way 

back to sobriety and was maintained by Henry Mc Comb, Sa.mu.el 

Harlan., E. Tatnall Warner, and George w. Stone. The Inn, however, 
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was a short lived experiment for the Temperance Cause had 

reached its zenith and the enthusiasm of the Dry philanthropists 

gradually cooled. 

The then small town of Lewes organized one of the most 

active temperance societies in the State. In 1843, two years 

after its birth, it successfully pressed the State legislature 

to enact a law prohibiting the sale of liquor on the Sabbath. 

It failed to attain that end and after a test case in Delaware 

courts in 1844 (elsewhere noted), the legislature in 1847 

supplanted it with an enactment that was expected to make 

Delaware ''Bone Dry" on the Lord's Day. It was only partially 

successful. Efforts to check or prevent the selling of 

liquor on Sunday failed. National prohibition would have more 

nearly accomplished that objective but for the "bootleggers" who 

were ever ready to whet parched throats for adequate compensation. 

Clubs, too, were immune by the definition in law of Clubs, (as homes) 

a gainst Sunday violations. 

Temperance societies sprang up almost everywhere throughout 

the State within the next five or ten years. Young men and 

young women united in the effort to down the monster "rum." In 

some of the scattered small towns the anti-liquor people held 

meetings in the headquarters of fraternal societies. 

The cause was supnorted by newspapers devoted to demolishing 

alcohol. The Tribune-Standard was perhaps the most influential. 

It was established in 1844 by Henry Gibbons, who after a year as 

editor, turned it over to Washington Lowe and it continued under 

the name of Temperance-Herald until 1847 when H. w. Gwinner became 

editor and publisher and conducted it for a year when it yielded 
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Temperance Society 

to the pressure of financial lack. There were many contributors 

to that dry organ. One by the "Milford Bard," the pen name of 

a most voluminous writer on a wide range of themes, set forth 

his own unfortunate experience through the overindulgence in 

liquor. 

Ferris Brothers, printers, established the "Home Weeklyu .--

of tabloid di_mensions, in the eighties, and it entered bravely 

into the fight even though it was more of a weekly news review. 

Many of its correspondents decried the drinking habit, then so 

general. Bishop Becker, Head of the Roman Catholic Diocese of 

Delaware, wrote a strong refutation of some of the claims of 

dry fanaticism. In 1886, the editor of the "Home Weekly" wrote 

a scathing editorial declaring that the Women's Christian 

Temperance Union was only a mask behind which the Republican 

Party operated and intimated that the liquor interests and the 

minority political party in Delaware were bound together with 

hooks of steel. The "Home Weekly," however, succumbed in 1888 

after two years 11 inappreciation." 

t..6 2-



DELEGATES :;LECTED TO CONVE~:TION THAT RATIFIED 'Y':El:TY-FIRST E'P:ND7'".:RT 
.PJ,~ R~PF ft l.FT) T'"E EIG li'I'EElJTH: 

For Ratification Against ~atification 
For Repeal Against ~epeal 

Vfilmington and 1-'Ti lmington and 
lfovr Castle Co. Kent Sussex New Castle Co. . 

Eugene ~nnalls Berl 35,481 4,358 5,776 Gamaliel Garrison 8,444 
Julia F. Burton 35,418 4,357 5,770 Josephs. Familton 8,434 
lle.rry L. Carnon 35,423 4,362 5,760 Victor c. Hitchens 8,435 
Cl-iarlC's ''alcolm Cochran, Sr. 35,418 4,362 5,760 Robert G. Houston e,436 
,.T"l.rry C. Darbee 35,419 A,351 5,762 James F. :rughes 8,435 
Jares L. T')avis 35,419 4,352 5,762 Lorenzo T. Jones 8,436 
Pierre S. du Pont 35,426 4,352 5,758 Charles F. Finder 8,436 
Charles Leland rrarnonson 35,418 4,350 5,768 A. Frank Klair 8,433 
Bankson T. Tiolcomb 35,406 4,362 5,765 -John E. Latta 8,437 
Clerer.ce E. Keyes 35,417 4,349 f,765 Mary E. Lewis 8,432 
Eliza~. Corbit Lea 35,419 4,350 5,769 Rich.'ud C. Mc !.~ullen 8,436 
filliam P. Ric~ardson 35,416 4,353 5,765 Hovrard R. }.:oore 8,436 

Ya lliam G. Robel en 35,419 4,351 5,767 Alva C. Ra.rllins 8,433 
T~orrAs J. Virden 35,415 4,352 5,766 George A. Rhoads 8,436 
Ch:2rles !". 1'lharton 35,415 4,352 5,765 1:arsaret F. Robinson 8,436 
Jrcob RAese r,nite 35,415 4,351 5,765 Elisha A. Steele f},434 
Zoh.11 Fil ling 7Iright 3E,415 4,351 5,766 Lizzie S. YroJ.l.aston A,436 

- - ~ --- -- •. -----· 

Kent Sussex 

2,011 3,050 
1,991 3,038 
1,991 3,038 
l,r92 3,044 
1,993 3,038 
1,990 3,()37 
1,990 3,050 
1,991 3,037 
1,991 3,037 
1,993 3,037 
1,991 3,037 
1,990 3,033 
l,S90 3,037 
1,990 3,037 
1,991 3,037 
1,991 3,037 
1,991 3,037 

--------



James B. Cheyney 
April 1, 1940 

TEMPERANCE 

W. C. T. U'S PART IN FIGHT 

_;;,'1-
NENSPAPER HISTORY 

lopae 1a 1'1 

The Women's Christian Temperance Union and the Anti

Saloon League headed the movement against repeal and bore 

the brunt of the fight in Delaware. Anna Lee Walker headed 

the former and the Reverend Dayton Mc Lane the latter, while 

Ivanhoe Willis conducted the publicity and propaganda by radio, 

newspapers, and platform talks. A flying squadron under his 

direction held meetings in all sections of the State, as many 

as sixty-five a week. The Drys did not 'query"nominees of 

either political party to ascertain their views on temperance, 

but doubtless knew the attitude of legislative candidates and 

supnorted those favoring their side of the issue. 

The Women's Christian Temperance Union of Delaware is now 

cooperating with the national parent body in the effort to 

"curtain" the advertising and propaganda to which distillers 

and brewers have resorted in order to increase their sales of 

liquor. As this is written (1940) an effort is being made to 

have Congress pass a measure for that purpose. 

It has faced the opposition of the liquor interests for 

several months, but a Dry Senator from the Pacific coast has 

declared that the advertising inhibition soon will be enacted 

into a law. Commenting on the flood of liquor publicity, 

United States Senator Wagner, of New York, recently declared 

that "something must be done about it" in order to checl{ the 

increasing consumption of alcoholic beverages. 

Dr. Clarence True Wilson, a native Delawarean and a 

preacher of the M.E. doctrines was the most potential thorn 
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WCTU 1 S Part in Fight 

in the side of the WONPR. He was Secretary of the Methodist 

Board of Temperance and worked heroically season in and season 

out for the perpetuation of Prohibition. He talked temperance 

in Wilmington, and met Clarence Darrow of Chicago, noted criminal 

lawyer, in joint debate at the Playhouse in 1932. While there 

was no decision as to the winner it was the belief of the Drys 

that Dr. VVilson had made a deep impression on the auditors. 

Mr. Darrow confined his remarks to the personal liberty angle 

and expressed the conviction that when he had five cents and 

wanted~ drink of beer he was constitutionally entitled to 

buy and drink the beverage. Dr. Wilson directed his contention 

to the evils that followed in the trail of alcoholic indulgence. 
See Insert 

The Temperance adherents are recorded as expressing high 

commendation for W{ gubernatorial candidates during their 

earlier fights for the suppression of alcoholic liquors. They 

designated James F. Hoffecker (1886), w. T. Kellum (1890), 

Thomas J. Perry (1894), Daniel Green (1896), R. M. Cooper (1900), 

John R. Prue (1904), John Heyd (1912), and John G. Townsend, Jr. 

(1916) as especially friendly and helpful to their cause. Only 

the latter was chosen to head the State. 
likewise approved 

Nattonal Committeemen/were: W. N. Brown (1888-92), J. J. 
Cf 

Boyce fll/11/1, C.H. Regester (1892-96), J. H. Jerrell (18Ji6-1900), 

Aloysia Green (1886-1900), Ashton R. Rantuml (1896-1900), 

George w. Todd (1900-1906), Lewis Brosius (1906-1912). State 

Chair~an, Richard w. Cooper, c. H. G. Regester and L. w. Brosius 

are also on the Drys honor roll. 
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William Jennings Bryan lent his pleading for the retention 

of prohibition and always drew large audiences to hear the Boy 

Orator, as he was originally designated. He was firm in his 

conviction that alcoholic drinks were the greatest curse of 

the nation. The echoes of Billy Sunday's evangelical pleadings 

were heard and felt in Delaware while he condemned and damned 

whiskey in crowded Philadelphia meetings. There were scores 

of lesser light in the army fighting repeal who contributed 

their share to the cause which seemed lost before its second 

year had passed. 

Miss M. s. Hilles was one of the most insistent and tireless 

early leaders under the anti-liquor banner. She organized 

the Women's Christian Temperance Union of Delaware in 1880 and 

served on the firing line all her adult years. She also set 

herself the task of keeping the public informed on the evils 

of strong drink, and even though the target for the light 

criticism of the masses, she turned not aside from her prayers 

and exhortations for the triumph of teetolalism. She may be 

likened to Miss Emily Webb, who likewise stepped out of her 

domestic role to prevent cruelty to domestic animals. She, 

by the insistence that her code be obeyed, drew down ridicule 

and even condemnation upon her head. The seed that she thus 

planted, however, sprouted and is bearing praiseworthy fruit 

and will so continue perhaps for all time or until man comes to 

realize that animal life preceded the creation of the human family 

and are the brethren of mankindo 



Wm. i... 1'or es 
SeDtenher ~3, 1940 

Cities ~nn Towns 
Wilmin,..ton 

T E EARLY };oo DAY S::-'RVI CES J J:'4 WILl~ 1 GTON 

In trese d ys wren it is a orobleM to fill t e churches 

on Sunday morn~n, not tn mention kee~in ttem onen in the eve

njng, the resnon°e a.t tre noonday serv ces durin.g Lent .i..s en

cour e.,1 

These c,ervices were lnst~tute-d by trie Frotberriood of St. 

Andrew, a nation-wi0e or nization of men within t1e Protest~nt 

Epiqcopal C~ rch, for men only, that t ev m1Prt leave the1r 

off ce, or ' rnrk hench, for ra.lf an hour s cierv 0.e, v:ith8'lt any 

trou rt of row the~ ... loo1?"ed. If wo""'en at ten:i d St. And.re.v}s, 

wr·ere the lol"'al erv~ ces V'H:>rt 1,e.ld, t,-,ey s t in t:re fallery 

I 

In tre earlv veq s, he ervices werP q i~ly ttenAe~. The Re~. 

10-. I) rrom ins, of iladelpri w s the f vori te ,-,p ct.er, dr w-

ng b 11 00.~ .. .,. 1 S 

at+endcnce. The services la.st t ir+-y rr:inut~s, tiMP, l;ei,..,0" ,...i,1 en 

to two .. rmns, a. "'Dort pr" er 8er~, ce, a.no the sermon. 

In spirit of broadrn·tndedness, tre Rev. Phil:ln Cook, when 

re took up rs duties here as Bis o, ins it1te~ trie int~r-~enoFi

nrti nal q~ries of services, in wricr Metho1ists, B~pt sts, e..nd 

Presbyter~ ans ra•re e p rt. Ari added l.nterest wes s:hown, end tre 

con"re~ntlons ·ncre sed to hetween e lt ~na nine ~1~ndred. The 

Bev. Floy~ To~k1ns, Re,. Rol ert Tor~ood, Fev. Anarew Mut~r, an~ 

P rop M DoweJl were ~0nry t e f~ rorite preac ~rs 

WoTien hf! • r: +'"' corr>e in sue}, nur,,rers, f 11 n · a ..,ort~ nn o 

the churc 1'efore the r-pnplP- wo11l"i arr~ v~ fro1"1 ti,,.,.-1 , rl<>l"'t>" r-f 

'"'0rk, t t m~ny of' tre 11'-+-e come-rs w011ld rnne to stanri. It was 
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Cities an~ Tnvns 
Vi ll"'li n +-on 

n nspirin,r; s .. ·rt to see men I • 
nd womP-n, ne er missin~ servic , 

sncr +-'ic n~ nart- of tbeir lunch period, nd ma.yhe tbe lunch it

self, to attend tbese services. 

The collect·ons taken at these ser•ices o as honorar~ tn 

the visitinr preacl:er, except for a small portion retain~d to ay 

the expenses of the cmnrnittee l:a·•in"'" the I!'leetjnps· in ch re;e. Pl"ns 

re 1 id for t}1e rext Lenten sf'.:rvices mont}1s in d·rEn1cP, d!'l.t:.es 

reinr; arr nr,ed wi tl preecrer::i vm'Y"\ted, manv of' whom r .ve en · "'"enien 1- r 

to pre c1 at noond services in otber cities. 

Tod y other c enominations have ror+;eri t'1e · dea, noond -., mee.t

tn s ~einf h~ld, durin Lent, at Grace Metto~·st Church, as well 

at St. Andrew's. 

Reference: Person 1 RecollAct ons. 
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PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SCHOOLS 

The old public school buildings, with their narrow halls and 

lack of modern conveniences, present a strong contrast to the 

schools of today. The school hours were from nine to twelve, with 

a short recess in the school yard, in midmorning ; the afternoon 

session was from two to four. Uhat was termed a "cow bell 11 was 

rung at the door to summon the students. Certain students would 

be singled out by the teachers to run errands or act as monitor 

around the school. This attention on the part of the teacher would 

earn for them the title of 11 teacher's pet," which might not at all 

be merited, but would at times have to be defended with blows. 

There were no classrooms in the primary schools, and the les

sons were heard with the class ranrred around the room, with their 

backs to the blackboard. Friday afternoon was devoted to literary 

exercises, either in the classrooms, or main room. Here the stu

dents would have a chance to declaim, which was of help to them, 

and gave the teacher a chance to note the result of her efforts. 

There was very little music of any kind, but it is recalled that 

about 1888 N. Dushane S!:oward, a prominent local sinrrer and vocal 

teacher, was hired to go to the different schools, and lead the 

punils in the several rooms in ensemble singing . The selections 

would likely be of a patriotic nature. 

David W. Harlan was Superintendent of Public Schools, and 
l\~. 

Charles/Baird, President of the Board of Education. The members 
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of the Board would be assigned one or more , schools to supervise, 

and would visit them at times, addressing the pupils, and if so 

inclined, offerin.rr small prizes for excellence in some line. 

The High School was at Sixth and French Streets, until the com

pletion of the school at Ei hth and Adams Streets, when the old 

building was designated as Grammar School No. 1. 

The studies in the primary and grammar schools were confined 

to reading , writino:- , spelling , arithmetic and geoo-raphy, the ad

vanced studies not bein~ reached until the student entered the 

Hi ::rh School. 
'vs:ic..t.>-. 

There wae no manual training or guidance teachers 

to help the pupils choose their future vocation. No. 9 School 

at Ei ghth and 1.follaston Streets was used as a teachers' training 

school for the embryo t eacher. When she had finished the course 

she would, if she desired, be assigned to another school. The 

Principal would often teach with her, that she might get practical 

experience. 

As fewer of the boys and girls of that day went to college, 

it was necessary that they receive a good grounding in the public 

schools to prepare them for their life work. The children in 

reading; class were taught to speak and read distinctly, and with 

the proper inflection. Numerous peonle at that time taught elocu

tion for a living, and were in demand at entertainments, to read 

from books such as One Hundred Choice Selections, published for 

that purpose. In reading , they were required to show that they 

understood the difficult words and passages of what they were read

ing, and to read the lesson with fluency, distinctness, and suit-
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able modulation. In the arithmetic class, the pupil was taught clear 

ideas of numbers, and was instilled with habits of accuracy and rapid 

calculation. 1hen the primary pupils entered the grammar schools, 

t l1.ey had a g ood bases upon which to build the advanced studies. 

In the prin_ary schools, slates were more generally used than 

pads, and a sponge and cup we r e on each desk with which to clean them 

off. One wh o was not neat might spit on the slate, and dry it off 

on his coat sleeve, this being a matter of taste. There were seven 

or eight rooms in the primary schools, and when the student had passed 

his examinations in the upper room, he was advanced to the grammar 

school. 

In the g rammar schools, the books used were Watson's Comnlete 

~ler, Hi ~£inson's Youn ~ Folks Histo.n: of the u.s.A., Barnes' New 

National Fifth Reader, containing both prose and poetry; Brook's 

Union, the standard aritbrnetic, which came in several advanced parts; 

Harper's Geography, widely used, with maps. Supplemental maps having 

to do with their own State were furnished the pupils. The same firm 

furnished a Barnes' History of the U.S.A. and of England. Grammar 

was studied from a book by Swinton, and one by Harvey . 
? 

These books were published under date of 1884, and most of them 

were small in size. Supplementing these , printed books was the cony

book, as this was before the days of typewriters, and special empha

sis was laid on penmanship, both in business, and private corres on

dence. The copybook was a book with flexible cover, pa~es lined, 

and wi th a maxim at the top of each page, meant to play the dual role 

of pointing a moral and of being subject for copy. There were twenty-
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three primary and grammar schools so located that no pupil had to 

travel far to reach his school. 

No. 2 was at Eleventh and ,ashington Streets, in the building 

now used by the Board of Education for administrative purposes. to. 

5 was at Twelfth and "falnut Streets, and is now used as a colored 

school. No. 6 was on ,alnut Street, between Third and Fourth. No. 

3, a primary school, and No. 4, a grammar school, stood back to back 

in the block bounded by Washington, Jefferson, Third and Fourth 

Streets. The Howard School, officially known as No. 16, was on 

Orange Street below Twelfth. It was named as a tribute to General 

o. o. Howard, a Union officer of the Civil · :ar who displayed a keen 

interest in the nroblems of the colored race. No. 13 was on Pine 

Street above Fifth, and close by, No. 7, which v,as on the corner of 

Fifth and Pine Streets. About 1885, No. 13 was sold to the Catho

lic diocese, to be used in conjunction with St. Mary's Church. 

Today's modern schools, with their wide halls, cafeterias, and 

auditoriums, are a far cry from the old public school buildings. 

The story was told by a teacher in one of the new schools, where the 

menu of the cafeteria, with prices attached, which came in all to 

fifty-two cents, hung in the hall. A boy came to school one day 

with that amount in his hand, and told the waitress in the cafeteria: 

"My Mom sa-ys, give me everythingln 

Private Schools 

Fifty years ago, private schools were numerous in the city, and 

because of their nature, with select teachers and clientele, left a 

lastin~ impression on the pupils, since friendships w~~ made there 

2 
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were retained through the years. The Friends School, the only one 

carried over from the early period, was founded in 1748. Professor 

Harkness conducted a school, in a building that bore his name, on 

the N. !. corner of Tenth and Market Streets; the building was torn 

down when the first section of the Du Pont Building was erected in 

1907. Miss Mary Mahaffey had a school on the top floor of the Salf

ner Building, which stood on the s.w. corner of this intersection. 

hile this school was somewhat like a kindergarten, those who enter

ed the primary schools found they were well grounded in the rudiments. 

School was opened in the morning by counting one hundred on a square 

frame of beads, such as the Chinaman uses in computin~ laundry, and 

reciting the Ten Commandments. T. Clarkson Taylor had a school on 

the site of No. 9 at i ghth and 1ollaston Streets. Rugby Academy 

was on one of the upper floors of the Masonic Temple. Hyatt's Mili

tary Academy, now located in Chester, had its beg inning in Wilming

ton. Professor dilliam A. Reynolds was a noted teacher, and after 

disbanding his school, devoted the remainder of his life to expert 

accounting. 

The only private school devoted to the education of young ladies 

was that of the Misses Hebb, which for some years was lccated at the 

S.fl. corner of Pennsylvania Avenue at Franklin ~treet. ~ It was 

said that this building was built for their use, by Mrs. lizabeth 

Vinchester, daughter of Henry s. McComb, and after the death of the 

Misses Hebb, the !inchesters occupied the property. This school was 

opened in 1880 as an English and French boarding and day school, and 

was discontinued in 1930. 
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OL,D i~ARKET STFEET HOUSES -

... ties and Towns 
Wilmi:D ton 

E!,.andywine Park has been modernized in many ways , taking 

awa from it much of its rustic beauty. One improvement has 

been the tearing dovm of the buildin s which stood on the plot 

of o-roun now known as "Old Soldier's Park, " at the rtarket -
entrance. Amon, the business ho es located there were Ann 

Ga rlty 1 s dry goods sto ", B. 1. Hammitt 1 s small carriage -
✓ factory , 2.nd J. J. Gallagher and Brother 1 s drug store. The 

Galla0her Eroth rs were lcn6 identif ed with the drU[; busine~ 0 , 

and later were at Fourteentl-i and ~.:arket Streets, and over in 

Br nd vine Village. On the Sixteenth Street end of the plot 

was the blacksmith shop of Owen Tomlinson and Son. The ground 

there was in the shape of a flatirnn , the point at the Four

teenth Street end . 

In the yard of the old Canby home , -occu ied in latter . - . 

years by the F-umford fa.mil , at the '.E. corner of Fourteenth -
and r .. arket, and cl,.,se enou0h to be seen from the street , was 

✓ a dog cemetery, where were buried the family pets . This was -
a source of great interest to passersby, each grave having its 

m rker, one in the rorm of an obelisk . on ·each was the nar1e 

and aLe of the og burled there , qnd ~n occaslonal epitaph to 

attest the regard for a durr.b rriend. 

An entorpr:se in that nelshtorhood which has lar;ely passed 

from memory was l e old rr..atch factory of the S,; ft and Courtne" 
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Company, at Fourteenth and ·· lnut Streets. !latches rvere first 

✓ made in Wilmineton by Ed ard Tatnall in 1853. In 1861, the 

firm of Swift and Courtne was form"",, and continued in business 

under that name until 1382 when it was absorbed by the Diamond 

• tch Company, a. mer:er of match com anies. The plant continued 

to operate here until 1900, when it •as moved to Oswe6n, 1I. Y. 

✓ v The two Sw ft families, that of Willian: H. and Joseph, 11.ad fine 

homes on Dela,are Avenue, and were prominent in the social li~e 

✓of the city. The Courtney family continued to live in the neigh

borhood of the plant, its members known only to a limited circle. 

Lany of tho~e w:bo worked in the plant were aff'ected b T t~e sul

phuric fm1es, which had a tend ncy to eat away the jaw bone. As 

a consequence, the company carried nany, forced to q_ul t vmrk on 

the pension rolls for the balance of their lives. 

/ Speakinb of _:tches recalls to mind the old brimstone 

matches u 0 ed over ijfty ears ago, espec:all on the fanr. They 

came :n the form of earn, qnd were broken 0f~ from the side. 

When lit they threw off an odor that would alr:ost choke an ox., 

and were said to be used by thieves when robbin0 hen coops. When 

lit nd put under a hen's nose, it would cause her to pass into 

a corr.a. 

The two houses at 1221 and 1223 }~arket, toda somewhat the 

worse for wear, were fifty years ago the lioI:1es of two prom:nent 

v farrilies. One was the home of Andrew G. Wilson., an executive -
v of the Harlan and Hollinsworth Company. One of his dauc;htere 

married La~.mot du Pont, Sr. ~nd a son Paul married Ellen., the 

v dau0 hter of T. Cole~a~ du Pont. ~pon his death., she married 

v C. Douglas Buck, afterwards Governor of the State. A son., 
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?.odney, 1111 be reme. bered as a fine upstar.din.; chap. 

The other house was the .- orre of Henry R. du Pont, a lawyer, 

with of':'ices n the Lore build.in._,, t :Tin.th an }:arket. The 

lar£_,e house at 1103 ~arket Street, now occupied by the w,;.1rung

ton ,lub, wr..s built and occupied years ac .. P, ,. y Jo'1n ~·err ck, 

the carr·iage builder. The Club was the settinr; :'or the banquet 

tendered the officers of the Battleship DelawarA in October 

1910, upon the occas~on of the presentation of the silver serv ce 

to Delaware I s nanesalrn. 

At the T.i. corner of Eleventh and ?~rket, on the present 

church site, there stood for years a lar6e stucco-covered house, 

v t giant pillars across the front tbat 0 ave the lome a touch 

of the old South. It was bu lt in 1840 bJ a son of Virginia, 

who wished to transplant in his new home sorn.e of the atmosphere 

of his native State, and was for some years the home of a man 

o conducted canner in the bull ings now occupied b the 

Eljctr·c Hose and Rut er Company, over Eleventh Street Bridge. 

For some ~ears cefore it was razed it was the ~ome and office 

of Dr. Ja~es A. Draper, a p~ominent physician and sur0 eon of 

the city. His son, James A. Jr., followed in his father's 

profession, but died n middle a e. 

It is a cornnon sa~ir. tbat a few years after an old build

ine; has been torn dowr.,,and something new raised in its place, 

it is hard to remember what stood there. On the site of the 

Post Office Build:.ng, erected in 1939, stood the ~.c Comb man-

s ion, ts roun st kin up the whole block. Henry S~mpson 

1·cCoP1b ,as a poor l0cal boy, and when success came to him in 

latter years, was held up to tl~e growing lad as to what he 
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might become if he vere industrious and saving. 

Dur ng the Civil War, "Colonel" -:re .,or:ib, as he was generally 

lmown, conducted a heavy-leather tannery at Third and Orange, 

and supplied leather for boots and saddlery for the Union Army. 

This was the foundation of his fortune, which was increased by 

investments in railroads throughout the c~untry, especially in 

new ventures. He as one of that famous coterie of r:.ch men, 

of vhom Oakes Ames of Boston and Jvhn I. Blair of Bordentown 

were tvo, w o, alone with C:overnment help, built the Un:i.on 

Pac fie Ra lroad which did much to open the western country to 

settlement. The Colonel's position in national financial and 

business eircles made h:ls !,ome the focal point forte leading 

men of the Nation. On the extensive grounds were ample stables 

and hothouses, to meet the needs of the large faMily. Occupying 

such a conspicuous place, its removal marked a decided change 

in that section. 

Some of the four large houses on the West side of Market 

Street, between Thirteenth and Fourteenth, have had many tenants. 

The house at 1303 !iiarket was in the early days known as the 

Vaughan house, as a doctor of that name owned it. Around 1925 

it was the home of the Crawford sisters, daughters of the late 

Theodore F. Crawford, who had his home and law office at 836 

I·,~arket Street. It was said o:' these women that the size of the 

house scared them so much they slent ln the daytime and roamed 

the house at ni ht. Their father was one to be remembered, with 

his old-fashioned II stove pipe," hat, rl.i0h collar, and stock, he 

was like a pace out of the past. He was a r1ernber in good stand

ing of the "Wood Senate," and would often be found back of the 
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prescription counter at Philip H. Wood's drug otore at 923 -Uarket Street, w th ~is ch:n restin~ o~ a Lold headed cane, 

quietly talkinc of his younger days in the South. 

The house of 1311 karket was the home, years ago, of 

Wllliam Gibbons, associated with the Pusey and Jones Company. 

Later on it was one of the early hon:es of the University Club, 

before moving to 1301 Narket, and then to the old Howland or 

Tilton residence at Ninth and Broome. This latter location 

was considered in the earlJ d ys of the Republic as the site 

of the National Capitol. Later, Miss Edna Taylor Btadf eld 

occupied 1311 as a home and studio for the work of her orchestra 

and private pupils in the teaching of the violin. The house at 

1317 has been since the e~rlJ 1890's, men purchased from the 

son of James Price, miller on the Brandywine, the home of the 

family of George Gray, lawyer and statesman. It is now occupied 

by the son and daushter of the family. 

Fifty years B60, the city was well supplied with market

houses. One stood in the center of Second Street, between 

Market and King, and another in what had been the carriage 

factory of Greg 0 and Bowe, on the s.w. corner of Eighth and 

Orange, At an earlier date, one had stood n the middle of 

Fourth Street, between Market and Shipley, and another one in 

the center of Twelfth Street, between Market and Kine;. The 

ground on whlch the lat~er stood, with its curbing marked the 

center of the street until the erection of the nev ost Office 

in 1939 when, by an arrane:en::ent with the city, the 0 overnment 

added a portion of Twelfth Street to its frounds, and reduced 

t .. e "treet to a standard width. 
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There were also fifty years ago the market-house at the 

s.w. corner of Third and King. After the fire in the ~arket

house at Ei.3hth and Or-nt..e, in 1900, the lower floor was di

vided into stores, and another of the old landmarks passed 

from view. One of the occasions looked forward to by the 

patrons of the butchers in these places was "Show Beef Day." --This date would fall on the nearest Saturday to Washin6 ton's 

birthday. For so~e time before, the nearby farmers would 

fatten up the cattle and otherwise prepare them for the s~_ow. 

With their stalls decorated with flaes and bunting, and a 

superior showinc of meats of all kinds, it was made into a 

gala affair. While these market-houses were largely used by 

the butchers, a display of produce would also be found. On 

the end of the houses was the oyster bar, with ice cream and 

soft drinks substituted v1hen oysters were 0 1..1.t of season. In 

those early years the butcrers as a class had a high standing 

a~onc the city's tradesmen. 

The curb market on Klne Street is also a survival of that 

early pC'riod. It was formerly on 1:arket Street, until the en

~roachrrent of mercantile business on that street ~arced 

a change. One _noticeable change in the curb J.T1arkets from the 

early days is the profusior. of flowers for sale, some brought 

n by the farn.ers, others by t ose who have hothouses outside 

the city. The market-houses and curb r:arkets have been through 

the years more than centers of trade, serving for social inter

course as well. The tradesrr.en in botc ~laces had their re0ular 

line of custoners on whom they could rely, and many of them be

came fast friends. 
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On K~n Street, below Second, the curb fish dealer held 

.forth, and, especially ·hen the s:bad were runninc in the spr.L_g, 

would be active places. Some of these dealers had teaMs and 

peddled fish throughout the city. When the housewives would 

hear the fish horn 1ith its distinctive note, they would gat. er 

at the rear of the wagon and cast a critical eye on the sv,ply 

of fish. 

The J"adison treet market is not as old as the one on 

King Street, and has never reached its status, though serving 

some of the western section of the city. The curb market on 

Lincoln Street is still later vrowth. ~hile today Man, of 

the farm people come to the curb rr.arkets in trucks, in the 

"horse and bt'-f._.Y" days when travel was slo1rer, tho e who came 

from distant points would either park at tbe curb the night be

fore, or leave home in the m·ddle of n: ht. Some of the trucks 

used by the farmers are of such size, that the city authorities 

have been compelled to desiunate tbe streets used for that pur

pose as "one w y streets." 

Reference: Personal Recollections. 
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• E. Shaw 
ctober 4, 1939 

FI 1AJ.rnIAL · SUPPORT OF i I~LIC SCI~OCLS IN D~LA" :ARE-PART II 

1W16-1877 

nces 
IL 

Scattering reports of the Superintendent of Free Schools 

of Delaware ·n the decade, 1876-1886, fiive considerable infor

mation about the financing of the schools during the tenure of 

Supt. James h. ~oves, and his successor, Supt. Thomas M. 

Williams . 
,-

In 1876 Dr. Groves vstirr.ated the-total value of the school 

property in the State at ~484,360.75; ten years later the esti

mate had risen to ~608,056. It is not, hovrnver, entirely clear 

whether the figures r,iven for the earlier year included all the 

schools in the State, or only the uroportion--about two-thirds-

which he was able to visit. The table below shows the complete 

breakdown for 1876-78-80-82-86, which are the only volumes 

available in the Wilmington Institute Free Library. 

When the Superintendent first took office, the State appropri

ated ~29,284.89, and the districts levied and collected wl86,940.60, 

making a total of ~216,225.49 available for school purposes. 

Of this sum, teachers received '114,027.48, and contingent ex

penses required ~102,198.0l. ,Jhen the last report was filed, the 

school's total income had risen to 'IP246,600.62, of whict. the 

districts provided wl85,r94.10, and the State, t60,606.52 . Of 

this sum, salaries consumed ~178,085.97, and contingent expenses 

only 044,044.49. There was a small balance for the year. 

One interestin[ fact stands out from these reports: Al

though the total school income rose approxi~ately thirty 

thousand dollars only durins tbis period, the teachers' salary 
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increase was more than twice as much. Unfortunately, we have 

no deta:i..led inforr:at ion about the character of the II cont~ nfent 

expenses" in which economies were rrade. The fact that there 

was a slow but regular increase in the value of schoolhouses, 

~rounds, and furnishin~s ~ndicates that the savings were not 

made at the expense of mainterance and repair of plant. Like

wise, tre increase in total outlay for tuition represents only 

a slight increment for each individual, since over one hundred 

additional instructors were employed to take charge of an en

rollment increase totallin[; approximately eleven thousand, if 

colored students are included, or about eight thousand, if 

white pupils only are considered. 

Study of the available figures and accompanying reports 

clearly suggests that adequate professional supervision of the 

schools was gradually improving their quality, their holding 

poi er, and their economy in operation. In 1887, supervision 

of the schools was transferred to three county super'ntendents, 

and a ate Board of Education, which had very little real 

power. The next statewide study of educational condit:ons 

made by a competent professional schoolman, that of the General 

Education Board in 1918, referred to below·, indicates tLat the 

hopeful trend toward centralization and modernization had been 

checked. Stephen B. 

Euucation in Delaware, 

eeks, in ~he history of Public Sccool 
J/3.,,, 

(;5'i ), eivcs detail'S of the develop-

ments of the intervening y~ars. 
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SCHCOL FINA.,CES- 1876-1886 

-r J~A;-r;;; ~rrr., ~"90 '1<-

lF 76 1878 1880 188~ 18 6 

!Otal value ~ 4.8L., 3GO. 75 I ~r440, 788. 00 ~~453,274.00 .;;,Gor, 056. oo 

houses 343,0(6.00 331,260.00 340,515.00 580,860.00 

rounds 109,203.75 75,669.00 76,500.00 97,3£45.00 

furniture 32,101.00 31,505.00 36,259.00 54,777.00 

' 00L Fil'A: CES 

l1otal income 1f216, 225. 49 ~216,539.65 'll-216,539.05 ..i;lSl,799.84 ~ 246,600.62 

fr or-: St at e 29,283.89 24,797.86 26,606.r5 37,207.53 60,606.52 

II districts 186,940.60 191,741.79 151,044.94 144,592.31 185,994.10 

.otal costs 

for tuition 114,027.48 125,858.38 138,818.97 136,288.61 178,860.00 

11 contingent 102.198.01 90,681.27 64,472.19 36,926.55 44,044..49 
exnenses 



V. E. Shaw 
February 6, 1940 

270 
EDUCATION: PUBLIC 

Wilmington: 1830-61 

WILMINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 1859-60 

From Boyd's Delaware State Directory 

Grammar No. 1 - (6th and French Streets) 
5 teachers and principal, Lilia~ Watsonv 

Primary No. 2 - (Nashington, cor. ,1. 11th) 
6 teachers and principal, Sarah Brown 

II No. 3 - (Jefferson, between 2nd and 5rd) 
6 teachers and principal, Laura Osgood 

• 
Grammar No. 4 - (Washington between 2nd and 3rd) 

7 teachers and principal, Laura Osgood 

Primary No. 5 - (6th between Market & King) 
Mary R. Crozier 

Primary No. 6 - ('Nalnut between 3rd and 4th) 
4 teachers and principal, Elizabeth Stewart -

Primary No. 7 - (B. 5th at Pine) 
6 teachers and principal, Eliza Briggs 

Secondary and Primary: Brandywine Village 



V. E. Shaw 
February 6, 1940 

WILMINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 1853 

From Wilmington Directory, P• 79-80 

EDUCATION: PUBLIC 
Wilmington: 1830-61 

Board of Education made up of 15 members, 3 from each ward. 

Willard Hall was president, and Arthur H. Grimshaw a member. 

Schools 

P. S. No. 1 - s.w. corner of French and Sixth: Boys' dept., 

150 seats; O. F • .!:_ryant, Principal, Eliza 

~alliday, assistant; Girls' dept., 150 seats, 

Mrs. C. G. ~tchina, Principal 

P. S. No. 2 - 12th St. between Market and Orange; Boys, 60 

seats, Wesley Talley, principal; Girls, 52 

seats, Lydia ~nting 

P. S. No. 3 - Primary: N.W. corner King and 10th, 64 seats; 

Mary Rumford, principal -
P. s. No. 4 - Washington between 2nd and 3rd; Boys' dept., 

202 seats, A. G. Webster, principal (3 assistants); -
Girls' dept., 156 seats, Laura A. L. 9sgood, 

principal (2 assistants) 

P. s. No. 5 - Primary - 6th between Market and King, 192 seats; 

Mary J. Niles and 3 assistants. 



V. E. Shaw 
February 6, 1940 

EDUCATION: PUBLIC 2-,1 
Wilmington: 1861-97 

WILMINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 1862-63 

No. 5 had an assistant teacher; #8, new, with one teacher. 

No. 1 - 4 teachers and nrincipal 

No. 2 - 6 " ,, 
" 

No. 3 - 6 II II II ) 

) 1 principal 
No. 4 - 7 II II II ) 

No. 5 - 1 II tr II 

1110. 6 - 6 II II 1l 

No. 7 - 6 II " n 

No. 8 ------------------- II 

36 7 

All teachers women. 
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Items on: 

ducation in ela are 

1SP PER TR CTS--1846 

1. st. Paul's Sabbath School (two items) 
2. ela ar Colle e and Ne ark Academy 
3. Hays • ight School 

From the Dela are Gazette, February 20, 1846 

Aid The Sabbath School 

The Sabbath School attached to st. Paul's 
Church, e perc ive, design having an exhibition 
on onday evening next, af'ter hich a collection 
will be taken up to aid the teachers int eir 
praise-rorthy fforts, to supply the youth 1th 
books mot calculate to nli hten their minds 
in r ard to the great truths lai down in holy 
rit. 

These exhibitions never fail to be very 
inter sting and instructive, and as the present 
one ill be free, no doubt it 111 be numerously 
ttended. 

From the Delav.are Gazette, February 27, 1846 

By requests of numerous p rsons the exercises 
of st. Paul Church Sunday School 111 be re
pented on Tuesday eveni next, hen for con
venience and or er tickets 111 be furnished at 
10 cents each--children 5 cents •••• 

From the Dela rare Gazette, April 17, 1846 

Delaiare College and Newark cademy 

A printed circular relating to these justly 
distinguished seminaries has been placed in 
our hands and we take pleasure in calling th 
attention of our readers to a sub ect so im
portant as ace emic and colle iate learnin •••• 

e have great reason to fear that the importance 
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of Dela are Colle e and its preparatory 
department Ne ark Academy is not so highly 
appreciated by our citizens as it should be •••• 

The professors nd teachers of both the 
College and Academy, are gentlemen of sound 
morality and a high order of talent~ and are 
well versed in the art of teaching, in every 
branch of learning taught in our seminaries •••• 

The su.nnner term in the Delaware College 
and 1ewark Academy will open on ednesday the 
22d instant. The charges are less by about 
one third than are paid out of the State by 
similar institutions, and it seems to us t.hat 
all our youth could be educated as .fully here 
as elsewhere •••• 

From the Dela1are Gazette, October 9, 1846 

Night School 

r. J. R. Hayes has opened a school for 
young men and lao.s, at the Scbool House, corner 
or Sixth and French streets, where instruction 
in the common En lish branches will be given. 
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·es aper xtracts (1848) 

Ite include: 

EDUCATIOl I 

1. Delaware College--acquires philosophical apparatus 
2. Deaf and Dumb Asylum 
3. Free chools--election returns 
4. The Delaware Female Institute by Rev. Thos. Cole 
5. z. D. Brashears opens boyst school at 3rd and Ora e Sts 

Fro the Delaware Gazette, arch 17, 1848 

Dela.ware College 

The follo ing item in regard to the Delaware College 
e find in Neal's (Philadelphia) Gazette: 

This institution at ewark under the care of its 
distinguished President, Rev. James P. ilson, is 
aiming at a osition among the first Colleges of the 
Country. It has recently purchased Philosophical 
A nar tus to the amount of one thousand dollars, 
which is already added to its former stock. At a 
recent meetin of the Board, it was voted to allow 

ofessor ?orton leave of absence, that he might 
roceed to Euro e, with authority and means to pur

chase additional ap aratus, selected 1th care, to 
the ount of two thousand dollars. Success to 
hi and his noble object. 

From the Delaware Gazette, arch 24, 1848 

Deaf and Dumb Asyl 

e have received the Report of the past year~ 
of the Directors of the Deaf and Dumb Asylum or 
Penn. le observe that there are now in that In
stitution b t four maintained by this State, and 
sixteen "by therr-friends or the Institution." 

Those from this State, come, one from Sussex, 
one from Kent, nd to from law Castle. 

The affairs of this Institution ap ear to be 
very prosperous, and its usefulness increasing. 
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From the Delaware Gazette, Julyl4, 1848 

Free Schools 

EDUCATION I D •LA ARE ").. ,~ 
ews aper Extracts (1848) 

The following resolution adopted at the late 
session of the County School Convention should 
meet 1th peedy attention. 

"Resolved, That the Clerk of each district 
be requested ·to forward the result of the elect
ion, and the Post Office address of the Commis
sioner elected in his district, to the President 
of the Convention, as soon after the election as 
ossible. 

Dr. H.F. Askew was President of the Convention. -
From the Delawar Gazett, Au st 8, 1848 

The Dela are Female Institute by Rev. Thos. 
Cole as will be seen from an advertise ent in 
"a'iiother column 1s now open for the rece tion 
of pupils. This institution is situated in a 
hi h, healthy and beautiful part of the city. 
r. Cole, has had a long and varied ex er1ene 

in teaching , and re are pleased to learn that 
his efforts here are fully appreciated. Th 
success of an institution is a source of greater 
advanta e to community, than to the projector. 

From the Delaware Gazette, August a, 1846 

r. z. D. Brashears has no opened a 
Boy's School forinstruction in the hi her 
branches, at the corner of Third and Orang 
streets. He is an able and successful teacher. 
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Henriet t a Lovinger 
MarcbJ ~9, 1940 

Education in Delaware 

EXTRACTS FROM THE DELAWARE GAZETTE FOR 1848 

Items include: 

1. Lecture on the Middle Ages 
2. Turner's Night School 
3. Petitions for a High School 
4. Contradiction of Rumor of Scarlet Fever in the Female 

Collegiate Institute 
5. Lecture on the American Revolution 
6. School Financial Statement 
7. City Council Adopts a Report Providing for Hieh School 
8. Purchase of Philosophical Apparatus by Delaware College 
9. The High School: Opposition to it; Plans for it as set 

forth in Council Report 
10. Young Ladies' Seminary - Z.D. Brashears 
11. English and Classical School - E. D. Junkin, A.B. 
12. Lecture on Electro-magnetism 
13. The Misses Babcock's School for Young Ladies. 
14. School Election 
15. Circulating Library - ?arsons and Wilson 
16. Lecture on John Knox 
17. Commencement at st. Mary's College 
18. Free School Resolution 
19. Questionnaire for School Teachers 
20. Commencement at Delaware College 
21. Four Indian Youths at Delaware College 
22. Delaware Female Institute - Rev. Thos. Cole. 
23. Boys' School - z. D. Brashears (Wilmington Academy) 
24. Miss Grimshaw' s Seminary for Young La.dies. 
25. Presbyterian Academy - John Thomas, B.A. 
26. Select School for Boys - o. E. Turner 
27. Miss Janvier' s Semina.ry for Young Ladies. 
28. Importance of School Conventions and of Education 
29. Dancing School - F. Pohlman 
30. Fall session at Delaware College 
31. Male Department of Trinity School - Rev. Azariah Prior 
32. Minutes of the Annual School Convention 
33. Elocutionary Exhibition 
34. Wilmington Boarding School for Girls - Dubre Knight 
35. Letter from Publicus 
36. st. Mary's College - P. Reilly 
37. Minutes of the Teachers' Association for April 
38. " " 11 " 11 11 October 
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On Jan. 7, p. 2., col. 3 ., there is a discussion of the lecture 
which Mr. Bradford gave at the Central Buildings on 
Tuesday. His subject was the Middle Ages., and he defended 
them as a great period in human history • 

Jan. 11., P• 2., col. 7 

. , ,, ,, 
if' "',, ..... ,"' 

NIGHT SCHOOL 

o. E. ~rner will continue his School at his 
room in the Central Building., another quarter. 
Those wishing to attend should apply the present 
week. 

Tuition $2.50 per quarter of twelve weeks. 

Jan. 21., p. 2., col. 3. 

Bi~h School. - Petitions to the City Council for 
a Hig School are in circulation and are very numerously 
signed., about 500 signatures having been already ob
tained. This is an excellent object and every suit
able effort should be ma.de for its attainment., as such 
a school is much needed in our city. 

*** 
Feb. 4 1 p.3., col. 3. 

Contradiction.- A rumor has been very extensively 
circulated through the papers to the effect that 
scarlet fever or some other contagious disease pre
vailed in the FEMALE COLLEGIATE INSTI'l'UTE. This is 
not true . The pupils of this useful institution are 
enjoying excellent health., and the Institution itsel£ 
is also now very healtht. These reckless mis
statements do much misc ief. 

On Feb. 18, p.3., col. 6., there is an announcement of a course 
of lectures to be given by George Lippard., Esq., on 
the American Revolution. = 

On Feb. 22, there is a financial statement for Wilmington. On 
p. 1., col. 7.,the following i terns are given: 
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Public Schools 

1847 D. c. 
Sept. 13 Pd. Ziba Ferris, Treasurer of 

aj:rican School Society, 25 00 
u It School Committee No. 9, 

John Rice and J. w. Stevenson, 
commissioners, 25 00 

II II Willard Hall, T. Young 
and J. Mcclung, Com'rs 230 00 

Total (,280 00 

February 25, p.3, col. 3. 

President Wilson; of Delaware College, will 
preach in the First Presbyterian church next Sabbath. 

March 3, p.3, col. 2 

The High school. - our citizens will be pleased 
to learn that the City Council have adopted the report 
of the committee upon this subject, which provides 
for the establishment of an institution of this useful 
character. 

The location selected (the City School House on 
sixth street, to the right of the City Hall}being 
a very central and accessible, is a very suitable one. 

March 17, p.3, col. 2 

DftLAWARE COLLEGE. - The following item in regard to 
the Delaware College, we find in Neal's ( l hiladelphia) 
Gazette: 

This institution at Newark ••• has recently pur
chased Philosophical Apparatus to the amount of one 
thousand dollars, which is already added to its 
former stock. At a recent meeting of the Board it 
was voted to allow Professor Norton leave of absence, 
that he might proceed to Europe, with authority and 
means to purchase additional 4J paratus, selected with 
care, to the amount of two thousand dollars ••• 
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March 21, p. 2, col. 3 

Education in Delaware 

:,oo 

The City High School.- We are sorry to hear that 
the report submitted by the special Committee of 
Council, proposing the establishment of a "High 
Schooltt within our city, has .met with opposition from 
some of the members. In our humble opinion the same 
amount of money can be expended in no other manner to 
be conducive of half as many good results. 

The general features of the report are these: 

The school is to be called "the High School of 
Wilmington," to be held in the City School House, in 
Sixth street (which is admirably adopted to such 
a use) until a building can be erected for the 
express purpose, from private subscription, the 
students to be taken from the District Schools on 
certificates of merit from their teachers, and not to 
exceed forty in number. The school to be under the 
control of five directors, who are to be elected 
annually by council, and shall prescribe the exercise, 
&c. An appropriation of seven hundred and fifty 
dollars, per annum, made by council to defray the 
expenses • 

••• The Report provides that the students shall be 
taken from the District Schools . In other words, 
the children who are to be educated in the High School 
shall be the sons of parents whose limited means will 
not admit of sending them to our expensive Colleges 
and Academies. It is known that our District Schools 
are made up of such scholars; so far as these scrools 
go, they have been pronounced a blessing to our 
community ••• 

March 21, p.2, col. 3. 

Delaware Colle~e. - We understand that at a late 
meeting, the Trus ees of this Institution appropriated 
$2,000 for the purpose of purchasing additional 
Philosophical and Astronomical Apparatus. It is but 
a few months since they appropriated ;1,000 for the 
same purpose. Prof. Norton soon leaves for Europe, 
where he will make the necessary purchases ••• 

March 21, p. 3, col. 4. 

YOUNG LADIES' SEMINARY 

Next door to the residence of Samuel McCaulley,Esq., 
SEVENTH Street, east of Poplar, WILMINGTOr , DEL., will 
be opened for the instruction of DAY SCHOLARS, on 
1v1onday, April 3d, at 8½ o'clock, a.m •• 

z. D. BRASHEARS 
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March 21, p.3, col. 5. 

ENGLISH AND CLASSICAL SCHOOL 

NEW CABTLE, DEL. 

The spring session will commence April 10th. 
Terms per quarter, consisting of eleven weeks: 

English branches, 
Mathematics, 
Latin and Greek 

$5 00 
7 00 

10 00 

Pupils can be prepared for entering the higher 
College classes. The course of instruction in all 
departments will be thorough. 

E. D. ,TTJNKIN, A.B. ur 

March 28, p.2, col. 3. 

Dr. Boynton is lecturing here, on Magnetism, at 
the Central Building. 

March 28, p. 3, col. 2 

TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION OF NEW CASTLE 

COUJ., TY, DEL. 

The Teachers' Association will meet at st. Georges, 
on the 13th April next, at 10 o'clock A.M. to remain 
in session three days ••• 

March 31, p. 3, col. 3. 

Dr. Boynton, ••• has chiefly dwelled upon Electro
magnetism and Geology heretofore. The nature of the 
Electric Telegraph was very clearly explained. 

His explanation of the compatibility of Geology & 
scripture in reference to the formation of the Earth 
was very interesting and logical. such lectures are a 
great aid to the FAITH of the Christian believer ••• 

jtd 
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March 31, p.3, col. 4 

Mr. z. D. Brashears, a gentleman who has had 
a long and varied experience in teaching ••• will 
open a select Day School for the education of young 
ladies, in the higher branches of learning and science, 
on Monday, at the corner 7th and Poplar sts ••• 

March 31, p. 3, col. 4 

The Misses Babcock's are also about opening a 
young ladies school in 7th st., between Poplar and 
Lombard. 

They will give instruction in Music, Drawing, the 
Languages, and all the branches of an accomplished 
education. 

April 7, p.3, col.3. 

At the School Election, on Saturday last, in this 
city, Hon. Willard Hall and John A. Duncan were 
elected commissioners and John T. Robinson, Clerk. 

May 16, p.3, col. 1. 

CIRCULATING LIBRARY 

Parsons and Wilson have established a Circulating 
Library at o. 70 King street where may be found 
the works of Cooper, Scott, Bulwer, James, Dicken~ 
Lippard, Reynolds, etc, etc. 

All new works added as soon as published. 

Terms - Five cents per volume per week. 

June 13, p. 2, col. 4 

A Lecture on 11 The Life and Times of John Knox, 
the great Scottish Reformer," will be delivered in 
the Second Presbyterian Church, on the 14th. inst., 
at 8 o'clock. 
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June 23, p. 3, col. 3 

The Annual Commencement of St.·Mary's College, 
in this city, \1,ill take place on the 28th inst., 
beginning at 10 o'clock, A.IVI •••• 

July 14, p.3, col. 3 

Free Schools. - The following resolution 
adopted at the late session of the County School 
Convention should meet with speedy attention. 

"Resolved, That the Clerk of each district be 
requested to forward the result of the election, 
and the Post Office address of the Commissioners 
elected in his district, to the President of the 
Convention, as soon after the election as possible. 11 

Dr. H.F. Askew was President of the Convention. 

July 21, p.3, col. 3 

Attention School Teachers. - The following 
interrogatories have been addressed to the Teachers 
of this county by the Committee of tlie Iate' School 
Convention. Had the Committee had the courtesy to 
have furnished us with a copy of the report, we should 
have published it entire. Replies will be addressed 
to Dr. H.F. Askew, Chairman of the Convention: 

1st. What is the sum, or amount of tax in your 
district, and how it it raised? 

2d. What number of months in the year is the 
school kept open? 

3d. What is the number of scholars, male and 
female? 

4th. What is the compensation paid to the teacher'? 

5th. What branches of education are taught? 

6th. If Mathematics are taught, have the pupils an 
opportunity practically to apply the knowledge 
thereof? 

7th. Are the teachers male or female? 

8th. Has the district a school library? 
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If so, how mahy volumes? If there is none, what 
efforts have been made to procure one? 

9th. Is corporal punishment ever resorted to 
in the school? 

10th. Are there any other schools than the public 
school in the district? 

11th. Is due regard and attention paid to the 
comfort of the pupil in the height of the desks or forms, 
and benches or seats? 

12th. What plan is there for the ventilation of the 
school room? 

13th. Since the last Convention has there been any 
evidence of an increase of desire for mental improve
ment in the district? 

14th. What care is exercised in the selection of 
teachers, to secure such as possess proper literary 
qualifications, and are of good moral character? 

. 15th. What are the prospects of the school, and is 
it with ease or difficulty supported? 

16th. Is your teacher a member of the Teacher's 
Association? 

Any other matter you can state, exhibiting the con
dition of the school, and its prospects would be de
sirable to the convention. 

Please forward your reply, so as to reach Wilmington 
by 10 o'clock on Tuesday morning, the 5th day of September, 
as on that day the annual meeting of the School Con
vention will be held. 

July 26, p.2, col.4. 

Delaware Colle~e. - We attended the annual cornmence
men€ of this inst tution on Wednesday last and were much 
gratified by the visit ••• The graduates who delivered 
addresses during the forenoon of the day, did honor to 
themselves and the Institution. The following were 
the subjects: 

Latin Salutatory, by J. M. Brickhouse, of Va. 
English Salutatory, bys. R. Stewart, of Pa. 
Progress of Republicanism, by J.B. Latimer of Del. 
The Secret of Success, by A. B. Ludlow, of Pa. 
Vicissitude, by Henry Latimer of Del. 
Valedictory Oration, by T. Hempstead of N.Y. 

3o~ 
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The address of Mr. Hempstead was a poem, which, 
in our judgment possessed great merit. Mr. H. took 
the highest honors. The degree of A. M. was conferred 
in course on the graduates of 1845, the first two of 
whom were present. Thos. B. Blandy. Sanford Culver. 
Victor Du Pont, Jas. R. Lofland, Alex. Parkins, and 
Jas. B. Wright. The Honorary Degree of A.M. was 
conferred on Hon. Alex Evans 1v1 .c. from this State, 
of this town and Prof. E. Otis Kendall of Phila. High 
School •••• 

Under the direction of Prof. Wilson, a gentleman 
eminent for learning and genius, and his able assistants 
Messrs. Norton, Long, Graham, Lynd and Meigs, this 
college bids fair to rise to usefulness and emin~nce. 
Cecil Whig. 

Aug. 1, p~2, col. 5. 

A Handsome Notice.- DELAWARE COLLEGE. - ••• 
Among the students are four Indian youths, placed 
here by Col. Medill, the head of the Indian Bureau, 
to be supported and educated out of the U.S. fund 
appropriated to certain Indian tribes ••• 

Aug. 8, p.2, col.4 

The Delaware Female Institute, by Rev. Thoa Cole, 
as will be seen from an advertisement in another 
column, is now open for the reception of pupils. 
This institution is situated in a high, healthy and 
beautiful part of the city. Mr. Cole has had a long 
and varied experience in teaching, and we are pleased 
to learn that his efforts here are fully appreciated ••• 

Aug. 8, p. 2, col.4~ 

Mr. z. D. Brashears has now opened a Boys' 
School for instruction in the .higher branches at 
the corner of Third and Orange streets. He is an 
able and successful teacher. 



Aug. 8, p • 3 , co 1 • 5 • 
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WILMINGTON ACADEMY, 

N.E. corner of Fourth and Orange streets, above 

Israel Pusey's store 

This institution will open on MONDAY, 14th inst., 
(August) for the instruction of BOYS in English, 
together with the Latin and Greek and the Minor 
Mathematics. 

Young gentlemen will be qualified for College, 
or to engage in the study of the learned professions, 
or the ordinary pursuits of life.-, 

Aug.15, p.3, col.3. 

z. D. BRASHEARS 

DELAWARE FEMALE INSTITUTE, 

WILMINGTON, DEL., 

CORNER OF SEVt.riTH AND WEST ::s'rREETS. 

RE-OPENED ON THE 28TH INST.-

The course of study will embrace all the branches of 
a finished female education. In each year there will 
be two terms of twenty-two weeks. 

There is a preparatory department, and three regular 
classes, viz:- Junior, Middle and Senior. 

The regular studies are English Grammar, Ancient and 
Modern History, Arithmetic, Algebra, Geometry, Natural 
Philosophy, Chemistry, Physiology, Astronomy, Geography, 
the use of the Globes, Rhetoric, Logic, Mental and 
Moral Philosophy and Political Economy. 

Critical reading, Composition and Rehearsals continued 
throughout the course. 



-11- Education in Delaware 

CHARGES, 

Boarding and 
per term 

Da.y scholars 

and fuel t u ition, washing,· lights 
$70 00 

quarter 4 00 
of 22 weeks 
- Primary class per 

Junior ,r " 
Middle and senior" 

Music on the Piano per quarter, 
Use of Instrument tt 11 

French, Latin and Drawing each, 
Ornamental Needle Work &c. 

tt 6 00 
n 8 00 

10 00 
2 00 
5 00 
5 00 

The subscriber devotes his undivided attention to the 
school, aided by competent assistants. 

THOS. COLE 

(A list of references is given) 

August 15, p.3, col. 2. 

MISS GRIMSHAW'S 

SEMINARY FOR YOUNG LADIES, 

Will re-open on Monday, Sept. 4th 

Her School having been in successful operation for 
the last six years, she is enabled to offer every 
advantage to Pupils placed under her care. 

Competent teachers from Philadelphia in French, 
Drawing and writing, are engaged. 

Aug. 18, P• 3, col. 5. 

THE MISSES BABCOCK'S 
ACADEMY FOR YOUNG LADIES 

NO. 55, THIRD STREET 

The duties of this institution will be resumed on 
MONDAY, 21st August. Instruction will be imparted 
in all the common and higher branches of English 
Education, and the Latin and French Languages; also 
pencil and Crayon Drawing, Painting in Water Colors and 
Oils, and music on the Piano. Instructions also given 
in Plain and Ornamental Needle Work, and Vocal music. 

Particular information will be given on application 
at the Academy. 
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Aug. 18, p.3, col. 5. 

PRESBYTERIAN ACADEMY 

The subscriber wishes to inform his patrons and 
whose who may wish to send their children to him for 
instructions, that he intends to reopen his SCHOOL 
on TUESDAY, the 22nd inst., at the old Presbyterian 
Church, Market, below tenth street, where he gives 
instruction in the Classics and the different branches 
of English literature. 

He promises to exert himself to give entire satis
faction ••• 

JOHN THOMAS, B.A. 
Principal. 

Aug. 22, p.3, col.2. 

SELECT SCHOOL FOR BOYS1 

In the Temperance Building, East Fourth Street. 

The duties of this school will be resumed on 
MONDAY August 28th. 

The subscriber is prepared to make increased 
efforts to render it worthy of confidence and 
patronage. 

The usual course of studies will by 0 pu~sued, and 
in addition, a complete and systimaticj'c8tlrse of 
instruction will be given in the rules and arincihles 
of Music, by means of exercises, illustrate on t e 
blackboard. 

This will occupy none of the time required by the 
more solid branches, while it will add variety and 
interest to the exercises of the school, and lay the 
true foundation for proficiency in this delightful 
and useful art. 

Price of Tuition for the common English branches 
$5,00 higher English and Classics $6.00. 

The subscriber will be pleased to exhibit testi
monies and references, to ·any who may call upon him. 

The number of pupils will be limited hereafter to 
twenty-two. 

O.E. TURNER 
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Aug. 29, p.2, col. 4. 

The Seminary for Young Ladies, by Miss Janvier, 
will re-open on Monday next. The long experience 
and close attention of this lady enable her to give 
general satisfaction. 

Aug. 29, p.2, col. 4. 

Mr. o. E. Turner will re-open his Select School 
for male pupils, forthwith. He is a good practical 
teacher. Mr. Turner has introduced into his course 
of studies instructions on the fundamental principles 
of music - a most excellent step. 

On the same page there is an announcement of the New 
Castle County School Convention which is to be held 
on September 5th. 

Sept. 1, p.3, col. 5. 

For the Delaware Gazette 

The advertisement of the annual SCHOOL CONVENTION 
of New Castle county, to be held on the 5th inst., 
at Wilmington, directs our attention to a most in
teresting subject. - The agitation of the world at 
the present time must terminate in very important 
events. It may run into anarchy, and thence into 
despotism, and discourage for generations, all 
efforts to establish the rights of man, on just 
foundations: or, as is to be devoutly hoped, it may 
bring about general liberty. What shall be the result, 
will depend upon the intelli t ence of the people -
the mass. If they understand the principles of just 
government, they can establish and maintain it. 
These remarks apply to the old world. But is it not 
equally true, that our ovm country, under our own 
excellent institutions, much should be done to pro
mote the general intelligence, the moral worth and 
capacity of the people - I mean the MASS: the FEW 
can take care of themselves everywhere; the mischief is., 
they take too good care of themselves. Now the 
intelligence and moral worth of the MASS must depend 
on general education; and what shall be the character 
and quality of common schools, will depend upon the 
people themselves. Hence, everything that leads them 
to think of, and discuss this matter is of deep 
concern. In this light SCHOOL CONVENTIONS, and cnN* 
VENTIONS OF SCHOOL TEACHERS are seen to be of in-
estimable concern. A. 
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Sept. 1, p.3, col. 7 

DAYCING SCHOOL 

F. POHLMAN, respectfully informs the ladies and 
gentlemen of Wilmington, that he will open at the 
House of Mr. s. Hopper, on THURSDAY, September 15th. 
Ladies and gentlemen wisbing to become pupils can 
subscribe at s. Hopper's, where the subscription 
paper is left for their inspection, and terms also. 

Sept. 1, p.3, col. 7 

Delaware College 

The Fall session of Delaware College commences on 
the 30th inst. Boarding can be had in the village for 
$1.50 per week. 

Sept. 4, p.3, col.2. 

JAS. L. MILES, 
Sec 1y of Board. 

MALE DEPARTMENT 

OF TRINITY SCIOOL 

Children are an heritage of the Lord - Ps. 127,3. 

TRUSTEES: 

The Rector and Vestry of Trinity Church. 
Rev. E. M. Van Deusen, Visitor. 
Rev. Azariah Prior, Principal, and assistant Minister of 

Trinity Church. 

The Trustees of Trinity School take pleasure in an
anouncing that they have completed arrangements for 
opening a higher male department in their parochial 
school. The ' services of the Rev. A. Prior, of 
Philadelphia Co., Pa., as Principal, have been secured, 
who will be aided by suitable assistants; so that the 
means will be presented for imparting a thorough English 
Education, with a knowledge of the languages. The 
morning and evening devotions, instruction in the 
principles of Christianity, attendance upon public 
worship, the general supervision of the Visitor, and 
the constant care and vigilance of the Principal; 
will be some of the instruments, with the divine 
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blessing , for securing a high degree of moral and 
religious attainment; without which, mere secular 
knowledge, and. earthly wisdom, are perverted to most 
unholy purposes. The discipline will be mild and 
parental, but strict; and appeal to the principle 
and affection of the pupil. Persevering disobedience 
will always be followed by removal from the School. 
Boys of well kno\vn bad principles will not be re
ceived; since it is our design to have the young 
trained in virtue and the ways of the Gospel and 
the church, rather than open a school for the 
reformation of the vicious. 

Weekly reports will be made to parents and 
guardians, and every means used to furnish superior 
advantages for imparting a right education. 

The School will be opened on TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19th, 
at No. 215, (Mr. Rodney's house) Market street, between 
Eighth and Ninth streets. For terms &c., apply till 
the 19th, to the Rector of Trinity Church, and after 
that period to the Principal. 

Sept. 8, p.3, col. 4. 

Etiscopal High School. - Attention is directed 
tote advertisement of Rev. Azariah Prior, principal 
of the 1-ia.le Department of Trihi ty School, in another 
column. 

The high character of the persons to whom reference 
is made, warrants us in commending the school to our 
citizens as well worthy of their patronage. 

Sept. 15, p.2, col. 6. 

ANNUAL SCHOOL CONVENTION 

The Annual School Convention was held the first 
Tuesday (5th) of inst. at Wilmington. 

At 11 o'clock Dr. H.P. Askew, president of the last 
convention, called the meeting to order and proceeded 
to call the roll in order to orgapize the convention 
for 1848. 

A report being made of officers, a discussion arose 
in which the President, Dr. Askew, and others maintained 
the propriety of officers being taken from the different 
parts of the country; and in the result, Willard Hall, 
Thomas Armor, and Lewis Zebley, being appointed a committee 
to nominate officers reported the following: 

.) If 
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Vice President 

Peter N. Breenan, 
Thomas Armor, 
Samuel p. Dixon, 
John Jones, 
Joseph Smithers, 
John Lynam, 
Job Townsend, 
Thomas Pennington. 

Education in Delaware 

Corresponding Secretary . 

J.B. Shields. 

Secretaries 

Evan F. Flinn, 
Wesley Talley. 

The report was adopted. 

It was considered, that this CONVENTION, although 
merely voluntary and sustained by those attending it 
at their own expense and labor, was permanent; that 
a conviction in thoughtful men of its importance, 
had established it; that the principle in which 
it originated, and upon which it had become permanent, 
grew out of the obvious truth, that the intelligence 
of the people, and their capacity to enjoy and im
prove our free Institutions involving all the hopes of 
civil liberty in the world, depend upon suitable 
popular education, of which the common schools are 
the only means; that every thing good in this view 
was connected with the care and improvement of 
common schools; that left to individual care they 
would be neglected; and that no other method ap
peared but this Convention to supply what was in
dispensable. It was further considered, that all the 
friends of popular education in the county are members 
of this convention; all who hold the opinion that a 
good system of common schools is, of all things, most 
essential to enlightened government faithfully watching 
over and caring for the interests of all; these 
officers were therefore selected in order that the 
convention may have a representative in every party of 
the county, ready to promote its objects, and to give 
it efficiency. 

Afterward, WILLARD HALL was chosen President. 

It was Resolved, That the officers of the convention 
be a committee of publication, and that any reports 
from school districts delivered to any member of this 
committee before the first day of October be pubiished 
in the report of this year. 

3IJ., 
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Some districts from wr~ch there were reports 
last year have not reported this year. It is hoped 
that all will forward reports by the first day of 
October:- addressed to Willard Hall, Wilmington, 
they will be attended to. 

Will the vice presidents and secretaries have the 
goodness to attend to this matter with respect to the 
schools in their neighborhood? 

The convention was very encouraging: experience every 
year more fully unfolds its usefulness. 

The following resolution was passed --

Resolved, That according to its original organization 
all friends of popular education residing in the county 
are members of this convention. Their advice, in
fluence, and aid are needed to promote the objects in 
view, and they are requested to attend upon the con
vention, assist in its discussions, and vote on all 
questions coming before it. 

Sept. 22, p.3, col. 5. 

Elocution. - Exhibition.- Mr. E. Lamborn, who has 
been delivering lectures on the subject of Elocution in 
this city for some time past, will give an Exhibition of 
his style of delivery, at the City Hall, on Wednesday 
evening next, 27th inst., which will doubtless prove 
interesting. See advertisement. 

Sept. 22, p.3, col. 6. 

EXHIBITION 

E. LAMBORN announced to the Ladies and Gentlemen of Wil
mington, that he will give an exhibition, at the CITY 
HALL ••• of bis style of delivery, by a variety of recita
tions from Shakspeare, Milton, Byron, Campbell and 
others, in which he will be assisted by one of bis 
pupils, Wm. T. Jeandell, one of the editors of the 
Blue Hen's Chicken ••• 



Sept. 22, p.3, col.7 
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WILMD' GTON BOARDING SCHOOL 
F'OR GIRLS 

The Winter Session of this Institution will 
open on the 2d of 10th mo., ( October.) 

DUBRE KNIGHT, Principal. 
Wilmington, Del. 

On Sept. 26, p.3, col. l, there is an announcement 
of a Teachers' Convention to be held on October 12th. 

On Oct. 6, p.2, col. 1, there is a long letter from 
PUBLICUS on education and the teachers' convention. 
It consists mostly of rhetorical praise. Here are 
extracts: 

"••• The commissioners of one half the districts, 
to whom the people have particularly entrusted the 
superintendence of their best interests do not 
visit the school once a year. I mean, to examine the 
scholars and note their progress ••• " 

u •• The Teachers of this County are determined to 
establish certain criteria of qualification to support 
and maintain the dignity of their profession and better 
secure the interests of the public from imposition, 
even though there be not a corresponding liberality 
with their patrons. A certificate from the officers 
of this Association will every where be a guaranty of the 
good character of the bearer and of his ability to 
teach the branches therein named. Then let the public 
give the Association their influence, and it will give 
them good teachers." 

Oct. 31, p.3, col. 7. 

ST. MARY'S COLLEGE, WILMINGTON, 
DEL. 

This Institution is situated in an elevated and 
retired part of the northwestern suburbs of this 
proverbially healthy city. From its location it 
enjoys all the advantages of the country air. The 
play ground is large and the buildings ample enough 
to accommodate two hundred students. The best 
professors are engaged for the young pupils in the 

Jr4-
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humbler branches of an English and Commercial Education, 
as well as for the most advanced students in their 
highest branches. 

The whole course requisite for graduation will 
occupy seven years, and embrace the Greek, Latin and 
English Languages, History, Geography, Arithmetic, 
Mathematics, Logic, Natural and Moral Philosophy, 
Physiology and Chemistry. 

Each student on entering is examined and placed 
in the classes for which his previous attainments 
qualify him. 

The Scholastic yea.r commences on the 16th of August 
and ends on the last Thursday of June. 

TERMS.- The annual pension for board, tuition, 
washing, mending linen and stockings, and use of 
bedding, paid half yearly in advance, is 

For students not learning Greek or Latin, 
French, Spanish, Drawing, each per annum, 
Music n u n 11 11 

$150.00 

125.00 
20.00 
40.00 

Books, Stationary (sic), Clothes, if ordered, and 
in case of sickness, Medicines and Doctor's Fees, will 
form extra charges. 

No uniform is required; students should being with 
them three suits, six shirts, six pairs of stockings, 
four towels, and three pairs of boots or shoes, brushes, 
&c. 

(A list of references is given). 

P. REILLY, President 

Oct. 31, 1848 
Teachers Association 

The Teachers Association of New Castle County, Del., 
assembled in the Public School Room in the village of 
Newark (at 12 noon on Oct. 12). The president in the 
chair; the sec'y being absent.Mr. L. Tatlow was appointed 
sec'y pro tem ••• 

s. McNutt and E. s. Kulp were appointed a committee to 
wait upon Dr. Wilson of Delaware College to ascertain 
if he would deliver a lecture before the Ass 1n. (He was 
too busy.) Some of the teachers present then related 
their experiences in teaching. (Adjournment till 7:00 PM.) 
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t the appointed time the Association again met 
when several rules of Arithmetic came up for demon
stration; (then they found that th&f had to move from 
the schoolroom. R. Montgomery 11 s. and R. McYutt obtained 
the Presbyterian church for a meeting place ) 

Friday morning the Ass 1n met and on motion went into 
an election of officers for the ensUf.ng year, E. s. 

,;Kulp of St. Georges was chosen Pres., S._,,.McNutt of Newark, 
vice-Pres. 11 E. Sibley11 of Wilmington, Rec. Sec 1 ry 11 R. ~rutt 
of Newark 11 Cor:" Sec 1ry, and s • .,.Culver, B. McNutt 11 and 
R. B. Flinn, examining committee •• 

At 2 o'clock PM met agreeably to adjournment, when 
Mr. Culver enquired the opinion of the Teachers present 
in regard to irregular attendance and the best method 
of correcting it 11 which elicited much discussion. 

On motion, E. Sibley was appointed to give a demon
stration of the Square and Cure Roots, at the next stated 
meeting. s. McNutt was appointed to deliver an address 
on Popular Education. s. Culver was appointed to deliver 
an address on the best means of improvement. Mr. E. s. 
Flinn h~ving failed to give an address in defense of 
Common Schools 11 Mr. Jno. Conner was appointed to deliver 
one on the same subject atthe next meeting. Mr. Tatlow / 
was appointed to deliver an address on "Corporal Punish
ment" in place of D. w. Conner. The following resolu
tions were then unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, That Article 1st of the By-laws be amended 
so as to read "this .Ans 1n shall meet statedly on the first 
Thursdays in April and Octobertt instead of the second 
Thursdays as it now reads. 

Resolved, that this Ass 1n hold its next semi-annual 
meeting in Wilmington. 

(Essay and address were given) Dr. Wilson and 
Mr. Graham, of Delaware College then ca.me forward and 
joined the Ass 1n. Wm. Smith of Newark also joined the 
Ass 1n. (Adjournment) 

E. Sibley11 Sec 1ry E. s. Kulp 11 Pres 1 t 
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April 21, 1848 

Masrs. Editors: The Convention of .Teachers of 
New Castle Co., held their semi-annual meeting in the 
village of st. Georges last week. They organized on 
Thursday the 13th, by the appointment of Mr. Conner 
chairman, and N~. J.B. Shields Sec'y, and continued 
their session till Saturday the 15th inst. 

The intellectual character and respectability 
of the Teachers assembled from the various parts 
of the county struck me very favorably••• 

On Thursday they were engaged in an interesting 
discussion of the claims of the various school books, 
which, of late years, have been thrust upon the publics 
attention, each claiming superiority over its predecessor 
as a guide to the young. 

These claims were canvassed in an able and practical 
manner; some of these books had been approved and 
recommended at a previous meeting, and now they have 
added Webster's Spelling Book to the list, as best 
adapted, in their judgment, to advance scholars in 
Orthoepy and Orthography, and thus prepare them to 
become good readers,- a thing in which most men are 
very deficient. 

(In the evening two addresses were given, one on 
physiology, by Mr. G. Wilson; another on The Best 
Mode of Teaching, by Mr. Culver.) 

Friday was occupied in receiving reports from teachers 
as to their mode of teaching the sciences; and as to the 
reward and punishment employed ••• 

Corporal punishment was g~nerally disapproved of, 
except in extreme cases, and a dernier resort •••• 
Mr. Elis. Kulp entertained and delighted the audience 
by his juvenile choir of singers, who sang a number 
of choice pieces, accompanied with the Violin ••. 
This choir proves what can be done in all our District 
Schools, by cultivating the youthful voice, as they do 
in Germany, to the science of music••••• 

A FRI1ND TO GENERAL EDUCATION 

~-
311 
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ary !a.z z e o' 
r arch 6, 1940 

esp per Extr cts (1850) 

1. •ditori on chool , eting 
2. chool tter --Petition to City Council 
3. School t1ng--at City Hall. 
4. djourned eetin --s ool Association 
5. Report of P n • ,Asylum for the Insane 
6. D la High S ool--1n conjunction with ela are College 
7. DelaJ ro High School a Stat institution 
a. Anniu rsary of' school connected i~h second ptist Church 
9. st. ary' College--Commencement 
io. Sabbath hool--e.nn1v r ary 
11. ucation--second Educational Co ven.t1on- hila. 
12. Sclool D1v1 end--to b di tributed 
13. To eet1 g--common Schools. 

e 2. 

A ong ditorial o School eetings 

"A stated e ti of' the 1'e C st1 County 
Assoc1 tion for th improvement of ublic schools, as 
held at City Hall, ilmington, on Eonday evening, 
J uo.ry 14t, 1850. 'Ih committee appointed at a 
previous m otin to pr pre report on the xpe 1 ncy 
of' 1ncr•eas ng the number o schools in the city, mad 
the follo 1no r port.' 

Committee as resolution to increase number of 
public schools i .ilmin,gton. 

a.rked 1 o th t public schools could acco od te 
so f'e , and ro o ino.d cpe.t t at little interest as 
felt in th • 

Committ nlso uggested the follo ing: 

"Co odiou school ou es :i.st be built and qua.lif1ed 
te chers mu t mp o ed. .ion y for th chool Fu d 
and cool equip ent u toe rais from tax tion." 

"The Co from these r ards sh 11 
together form hicl s all di ect 
as to the cours of' in truction giv n, the books to be 
us d, m rul s for th d.ds ion of children to th 
school, and ppoint e.11 teacher. 

e Co 1 sioner of e ch ar shall mak qu rterly 
reports to th Board of' Control, of th conditions of' 
th schools under their care, the number, oges and ex 



-2- Education in Dela iare 31 j 

oft cijildren tau ht, aver e ttenda.~ce , and 
ot r such matters as may s~ist the Bo i its 
me sures for rendering tho schools s perfect as 
pos 1ble. 

h Board of Control sh 1 make an annual 
report to the Ct C nc l of 1 t c conditions of 
11 the sc ool, :tith an accur te sto.tem3nt o ex anses , 

and the object for ih~ch t ey ~ere incurred . Thy 
hall lso rs nt est1 te of the amount ne ded 

for the nsui y ar, to aid the Council in mak ng 
t eir ppropriation. 

Its o.ll be the d1t1es oft.he Co ;i.ss1one~s in 
ach ard, to visit their r spective schools t 

stated tim s for the u ose r ascert in1ng ro 
per onal observ tion the con it1on o the schools , 

d t us judging ecesso.ry mod1!'1c tions . " • •• 

From tho Dela are Gazette , February 1, 1 50, a e 1 . 

chool o.tter 

follo in i t etit1on fr ed for th 
s at r of our citiz ns , ursu t to th resolu
tions of t e et1n i City Hall on ,J nuary 14th. 

It 1 pu lish 
1 t be fully considere 

th the d lib rte request t 
by all . 

To th City Co nc11 of ilmington . 

t 

• •• Th t the pu lie cbo ls of hi city re not nd qu te 
tote ants oft e pco le . An increase in the number 
is urge .. tly r q ire . Th ex enditures to ffoct this 
ob ect cannot er yd other is t by tax ton. 

they 
v obj t to this cours , th t 

to trust tho City Council lith 
e as h on of h ir 

ity Co moil Act in spirit ot 
ermine all qu stions by party 

To o.11 such le u~ s y once an 1th t by 
the City Charter the Council, 'ore enmo ~rod to o 
all too atter and tins forte , 11 being of 
the city., hich "'hnll not be in contr v ntion to th 
e~isti l soft e t to or the Constitution thereof . " 

The Ci·y Council 
quired for the ,ell be1 

charge of . t v r is ro
of the city ••• 

E. P. • 
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•ebruar 5, 1850. 

Sc ool teeting 

t the City ~al on Saturd y 
el atte ded. S eec s rem d by 

Youn , Esqr., and Dr. rimsha,, 
rep sed requ sting th City Council 
ou. citizens, and appropriate on 

o erecting school ou es d em loying 

r ary 19,150. 

Adjourn eeting 

The me ti of th chool Associ tiou held on 
ondny veni lat journed to e t at the il on 

Buildi • co 
ev in. '1"'h 
to propos to 
school. 

r of fitt nd 
ob ect le rn 
the council for 

. . . . 
r h 5, 1850 

ket treet, th1 
1 to dopt om P an 
the 1 rove t of th 

en sylv ia Asyl for th 

rch 1, 1850. 

cl .are 1gh c1ool 

circular 1th the fore oing cantion h be 
nt s t rough the mu 1, .fro :ihich e e ·tract the 

ollo · g: 

At r ent m ti o the o a o? 
College, ~t s r solved t o.t 
nd cl Ln1cal school, be engraft 

is chool in to b openea on 

ruste so 
scientific, 
d upon the 
the 2th of 

✓ 



a 21 -

• 

C 1 

• 

• •• 



-5- Education in Delaware 

From the D laiare Gazett, June 21, 1850. 

t. 1rary, s College 

The an ua1 commencement of this institution 
ill come off on Thursday the 27th. ••• 

Sabbath' School 
rom the _n_e_l_a __ ....... __ G_a_z_e_t_t_e, J e 21, 1&50. 

Next Su day after oon is the anniversary of the 
Sunday school attached to the t. Andres Church••• 

rom the Dela rare G zette, Au at 27, 1850. 

? 
Education 

The school a ual educ tional convention 111 
be held in Ph11adelph1 tomorrol • 1hen and here those 
interested in the cause (and it 1s a cause so 1m ortant 
that everybody should be interested) are respectfully 
invited to ttend. ~hese voluntary associations are 
one of th mot po rful sup orters of educational 
causes. ·e hope that the Convention 1s fully attended ••• 

From the elaware zette, 27, 1850. 

School Dividend 

The Co 1ss1oners of the several school districts 
in th Stat of Dela are ar hereby notified that a 
div1d d of tl School Fund of the State ccruing up 
to the first of August hM been made and 111 be paid 
as i'ollou: 

To chool Districts of ew Castle County at 
the B of Ne Castle the sum of 134.70 to each, and 
to fr ctional districts in the same proportions. 

To the Districts in Kent County at the Bank of 
Dover the sum of 169.07 each, end to fractional 
districts in th same proportions . 

To the Districts of Sussex County at the Bank 
of Georgetom th sum of 118.61 each, and to fractional 
districts in the sam proportions . 

32.Z 
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Pa able at any time fter the 20th. 

The commissioners are also notified that 
upon applic tion t the cl rks of the ac for 
the various coi.mtie, thy 111 b furnished with 
a map of tho st te for the use of the schools in 
t eir district . 

Jacob aria 

Trust of t chool Fund for the State 

ro the Del ~are Gaz tte , December 17, 1850. 

".'<mn e ti , ommon Schools" 

etter to the Editor of the Gazett . 

'I u dersta d, th co itte ho have bee 
1th the con 1dcratlon of means for th 1n-
d provcment of co mon chool in this 

prepared a r port of a system, after ,hich 
ca.re~ul co ultation an ex mi tion they have un-

1 ously a opted. rem the ho.r cter-of the members 
of the co 1ttee, 1e y xpect a very matured plan . 
Te subject is · oply important. Th condition of our• 
common school a ell as the number of them; and 
1heth r s 11 ve a system s 1table to s 111 

much d pe don the report do, and the action c th 
eet g u on it . 'o believe ov ryone ill b abl 

to ~pr an hour or ~o of ext turday afternoon 
(3 o'clo k) to att nd tis tt vital as it is 
to the gen ral elf re . 

It is very d sirouo to h v univ~rsa.l 
ttcnd ce of our citizens and th ir d,liberate action 

o the "'ubj ct . 

.. . ·~ .. ' 

A Citizen 

e . 
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G. deS . annigan 
nal'•ch 25 , 1941 

PUBLIC HEALTH - 1790 :3 '2.. t
Ye 110'1; Fever (.: 

Obits . of !!!I. nd 
Bedford) 

F O 

Extantpl rs cov ring Yellow Fever 
available at the ilmington Public 

pidem1c of 1798, 
ibrary, are : 

nd 

A ust 6 1 9, 16, 
September 61 10, 

29th nearl .. 
I s_ues ..2f. 

27, 30; 
20, 24 . 27 , (Bet men _the lOtq__!ld 
~O __ denth must ha'{Et · b~ !!. bli had) . rn and 17th are miss1np;. 

Au :ust 23 1797: 

October 1 , 41 a. 
D-ec ~b r 6 . 

First r ort of fev r in Philadelphia . 

21 1797: 

11 In consequence 0£ a revailing fever !n Philadelphia, the 

conference in the Methodist ,piecopal Church will be held on 

the 10th of October at Duck Cr ek Crossroads . " 

- --
" n e idemic amonrr cat has reached Boston. " 

Sent mber 71 1?97: ated Philadelp ia., August 4 . 

"Died on Saturday last in the 51st year of' his ago , DR. 

ICHOIAS AY •• • •• (Lo · obituary follows . Cited as one of a 

roup of physicians doing charity rork during the yellow rever 

epidemic) . 

* * * 
Octo er 5 1797: Garries obituary of Gunnin~ Bedford. 

* 
Sentember 20 Dated September 17. 

An appeal for articles of any kind which · y be u ed at 

t hos ital nd for funds . Signed by James Lea . 



Public Health • 1790 
Yellow Fever 

ote: Fro u t 7 to e terber 19, 97 persons died: 

Adults , 91 J children 6 . 

'3~ -;(- * -li-
"Any persona wishing toe age as nurses are desired to 

leave their names and pla\)es of abode at the health office 

near the Ton Hall . " 

* 

-32.~ 
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February a, 1940 

Deed 
Record 
Q-4-440 
7/13/1833 

Deed of -anumission 

Ethic Groups 
Negro . 

"Kno all men by these Presents, that I John Peter 

Garesche of Ne Castle County in the State of Delaware, --
Agent of Peter ~uduy late of said State now of the Island 

of Cuba, for and 1n consideration or the Sum of Sixty Dollars 

la ful money of said State to me in hand paid, at or before 

the Sealing and delivery hereof, by Rachel Davis, colored 

woman who was manumitted by the said Peter Baudy, Have Granted, 

Bargained sold and delivered, and by these presents, do grant, 

bargain, sell and deliver unto the said Rachel Davis, her two 

children who were born slaves to P. ~audy, to wit, Jane Davis 

Born July 25, 1815, and Maria ~avis Born September Eleventh, 

Eighteen hundred & seventeen, to have and to hold her to 

children aforesaid, for and during and until they shall respect

ively ive at the age of eighteen years, from and after hich 

period and age I do hereby pronounce and declare them to be 

free and at full liberty from any every and all persons bat

ever claiming or to claim the right of service. In Testimony 

whereof I hereunto set my Hand and Seal as a ent and attorney 

aforesaid the thirteenth day of July Eighteen hundred & thirty 

three. Si ned sealed and 

In presence of 
Tho. cDouell 

Delivered) 

P. Bauduy 

) 
) 
) 

by his Attorney in fact 
J.P. Garesche 
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Ne Castle county. On this thirteenth day of July in the 

year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty three, 

personally appeared r. John Peter Garesche, and acknowledged 

the foregoing Bill of Sale and Deed of "anumission to be his 

act and d ed as agent and attorney of • Peter Bauduy, and 

desired it recorded as such. 

itness my band and al July 13, 1833. 

Tho. cDouell J.P. 

Received for record July sixteenth A. D. one thousand 

eight hundred and thirty tbre. 

Recorded July 16, 1833. Attest JattW• Kean Nr.n 

1 



DE .J}..,/ OF dANUMISSION 

July 21,1800: 

11 Imo v all men by these presents., that I Elizabeth 

Weir widow, and administrator of William Weir of New 

Castle in New Castle County the State of Delaware, Have 

this day Manumitted and set free from Slavery a certain 

Mulatto woman cal led Silvey Watson aged twenty six years a 

slave heretofore the property of The said William Weir," 

etc., 

Acknowledged before Josephiallon, vustice of 

the eace of New Castle County, July 21,1800 •••••• 

July 23,1800 •• 
(tlvcords of ~ew Castle Coill'lty- u.2. p.319. 



DEED OF MANUMISSION 

Jw1e 9, 1864 

"Know all men by these presents that I Catherine A. 

Capell of the City of Wilmington in the County of New 

castle and State of Delaware for Motives of benevolence 

have manumitted and set Free from Slavery and do hereby 

Manumit and Set free from Slavery my negro woman named 

Adeline Goddin aged Twenty Two years together with her 

child Margaret Gooden aged Three ~eers and I do hereby 

give grant and release with the ~aid Adeline Goddin and her 

Child and all her future inc1,ease all my right ti.tle 

and Claim of in and to her person labour and Services 

of her Child Margaret aforesaid and of in and to all 

Estate and property which She or they may hereafter 

acquire or obtain In witness whereof I have hereunto 

set my hand end seal this Ninth day of June in the Year of 

Our Lord One Thousand Eight Hund!'Ed and Sixty l•our. 

Catherine Ann Capell. 

Volume-B- 8- Page 303. 



Fis personal estate coBisted of ordinary household goods, 

cattle, h orees, mares, hogs, sheep, the smith tools before men

tioned, and eighteen negroes. 

The negroes and some of the cat tle and hogs wer specifically 

bequeatherd to his four sons, and with a humanity that does him 

credit he provided in his will "that no one of my said sons 

shall dispose of any of' stm.d negroes but unto one ant>lllher." 
Peter 

Willof' xxxu Alricks. P "8. Jacob Alricks arl. 
and his Nephew Peter Arricks. His. Soc. of 
Delaware papers. 

Probably died in 1697. 
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Submitted by: Jerry ~weenoy 

"THE ROCKS" - LANDING PLACE OF TIIB 
FIRSTS IS T LERS r DE ARE. 
left banl- cf the Chri tien Riv r 
E. of ourth Street Jh r.ft . 

Private property. dm1aa1on free on 
request . 

"The Roes" is the name of an exposure of rock at 

the above loc tion hich erved aa a natural dock for the 

first S edi h s ttlere landing in Dela are , in 1638. ex-

posure is designated by the Historic arkere Commission ot 

Del. s The oaks , Fi st landing place of th wedes, 163 , 

a1 t of Fort Christiana. n P rmission to vie the site may 

be obtain d t the office of the ilson Line, nc. 

A few yard -• of "Th oclcs rr i lo cat d atone 

monument hich. aocordi to it in cr1pt1on, wa erect d by 

th D laware Soe1 ty of Colonial arnes and nsrk the spot 

wher stood ort Cm-1atina. (See Monumenta, file #6li) 

r 
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y 4, 1938 

Groups attendi th Cel br tion 

11 1ngton 111 b the host n Jun 27 to th largest nu ber 

ot p opl in all its three hundred years ot history. In addition 

to the Pr sident and other government off1c1ala and th sw dish 

Crown Prine and inc as, diplomata and state men, between one and 

two bundr d thou• 4 visitors ho all parts ot th n1ted statea 

are xpect d. 

early on thou and tour1 ts fro Sweden will arr.ive on the 

s. s. Kungsholm. Inclu d w111 be a choir of 5 mal voic a, the 

Royal Guards' b ' 4 ot thirty instruments, and num roua repr sentativee 

o the swedi h ov rnment, such aa member of th o b1net, and th 

p rl1ament. legat a ar b 1 eent to represent the cities ot 

Stockholm and GothenbergJ individuals representing the church, 

education, cienc, oc1al work, engineering, cooper tiv , 1ndu try, 

labor, th pr a, and a soc1at1ona inter std in cultural dev lopment, 

·111 be included. 
':77.,,•r 

and c1ent1sta, among them aev ral 

ob l pr1z winn r, who hav be~ 

pr sent. Among th are rot. The sv dber, of th University ot 

Upsala, 1nv ntor of th high epee centr1fUge, us d at th du Pont 

Laboratory t 1lm1ngton; rot. e S1egbohn, Univ rsity of Upsala, 

and Pro~. Johan Gunnar And r on. University or Stockholm. 

es1dent Roo v lt and Cordell Hull, S cretary of State, will 
-/Hn t' ¥ 

r present the Government. Delegates tro JiiiiilEBmn or mor stats will 

tak official part in th c lebr tion and the s edish Terc ntenary 

Comm1s ion of sixty D lawareans, appoint d by th Governor will repre• 

s nt the st te. 
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Wm. H. Forbes 
J·u1y 25, 1940 

GERMAN BAKERIES 

Cities and Towns 
Wilmlngton 

Not many years ago, most of the family bread and rolls were 

made in the home. Huber's and Freihofer's were not then in 

exis t c ice. The Buber concern w~s started in a small way in a 

bakery , connected with the family borne, on West Second Street. 

The Freihofer firm comes from outside of ~h& city. German 

bakeries we r e numerous, being f a~ily affairs, with the bake house 

usually in the cellar of th e home. These bakers sold a twist, or 

Vienna loaf, along with buns , gingerbread, etc. Yetter's on East 

Fourth Street, between King and Market, and John D. Kurtz, at 

Fourth and Poplar, were prominent bakers. Kurtz was the father 

of Charles C. Kurtz, realtor. 

These German bakeries have mostly disappeared, wl tb the death 

of the older generations. Because of the ease with which hread 

and rol l s can be procured today, little of them are made in the 

home . The different nationalt..ties ~l'.'e supplied with bread 15,v baker " of 

the l::.· own race, usually the t:y-pe which the .tr people l a ve been 

eati 1 f or generations. W.and J. Lang Co., at ri fth and French 

Streets, were large manufacturers of crackers of different kinds, 

their oyster cracke r s being a specialty. 

Fifty years a ,o, Wilminston was the center of a large 

carriage ouilding industry, among the 1 ading f'ififns being 1leLenr nd 

Kendall, at Ninth and King, Bowe ,arri age Company, a t Eiflth and 

Orange, Cooling' s, at Fourth and French, and Clymer' s at Third and 

Orange. They not only made carria es for private U8e, but some 

specialized in cabs and hearses. Other concerns were interested 
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Wilm:ington 

in wheelmaking for the carriage trade, this being a separate 

industry. Among them were Stephen Dovmey, at Third and Ta tnall, 

and the VlilT>1ington Manufacturing Company, at Third and Orange. 

Refe~ence: Personal Recollections 



a. !Bell 
J,une 21, 1940 
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DELAWARE PUNISHMENTS IN 1778 

Extracts From Quarter Sessions Docket, 1778 

May 1778 - Page 29 

The Delaware State } 
3. v. ) Indictmt. Felony 

William Brown ) {Stolen Goods) 
) 

21 Lashes, Wear a Roman T, of a red colour. 

Feb. 1779 - Page 47 & 48 

The Delaware State ) 
v. ) Indictm.. Felony 

2. Christopher Butterfield) {Stolen Goods) 
Mary Butterfield ) 

Penology 

Christopher - 15 Lashes, Wear a Roman T, of a green Colour. 

Mary - "Discharged upon paying her Fees. and com
mitted till the same be paid." 

May, 1779 - Page 59 

The Delaware State ) 
v. ) Indictm. Felony. 

James Teague ) (Stolen Goods) 
} 

21 Lashes, Wear a Roman T, of a~ Colour. 

Feb. 1780 - Page 88 

The Delaware State ) 
2. v. ) Indictm. Felony 

Scipio Darby ) (Stolen Goods) 
) 

39 Lashes 

ato 
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August, 1780 - Page 108 & 109 

The Delaware State) 
v. ) Indictm. Felony 

Nathaniel Cheek ) (One Mare Stolen) 
) 

39 Lashes, and the~ Part of his right~ cut off. 

Because of forfeiture of payment of 2400 Pounds to Ranier 
Penton, Nathaniel Cheek had to serve "the said Ranier 
Penton or his afsigns, as a Servant, for a Term of 7 years 
from this Date - August 22, 1780. 

August 1782 - Page 184 & 185 

3. 
The Delaware State) 

v. ) 
Daniel Wingate ) 

) 

Indictm. Felony 
(Stolen Goods) 

21 Lashes, Wear a Roman T, of a~ Colour. 

November 1782 - Page 204 

1. 
The Delaware State) 

v. ) 
Joseph Coleman l Indictm. Felony 

(Stolen Goods) 

21 Lashes, Wear a Roman T, of a Brown Colour. 

Feb. 1783 - Page 208 

l. 
The Delaware State) 

v. ) 
Timothy Camm.ell ) 

) 

Indictm. Felony 
(Horse Stolen) 

39 Lashes., and the ~~of ~ of his ~ ill off. 
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May 1783 - Page 225 & 226 

The Delaware State) 
3. v. ) Indictm.- Felony 

Ashberry Tobin ) 
) 

15 Lashes, Wear a Roman T, of a red Colour. 

August 1783 - Page 233 & 234 

The Delaware State) 
1. v. Indictm. Felony 

Penology 

Martin Dulany, 
Richard Dowdle 

and 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Noli Prosequi as to Martin Dulany, upon 
Paym. of Fees. 

John Clark 

Richard Dowd.le 
John Clark 

) Stole 15,616 French Crowns. 
) 21 Lashes, Wear a Roman T, of a red Colour. 

Martin Dulany - had to produce b500 with one Surety, for his 
good Behavior. 

Page 258 

Richard Dowdle - did not have the money to pay back--had to 
serve as a Servant for 7 years to Mons. N. Chanel. 

Convicted May 1784. 

Feb. 1785 - Page 284 

The Delaware State) 
3. v. ) Indictm. Felony 

Nathan Common ) (Chattle Stolen) 
) 

21 Lashes, Wear a Roman T, of a~ Colour. 

May 1785 - Page 297 

The Delaware State) 
1. v. ) Indictm. Felony. Sur Non cul. et issue. 

Benjamin Wilson ) ( Goods Stolen) 

15 Lashes, Wear a Roman T, of a~ Colour. 



Jobn J. Vonor<Je 
~ovember 19, 1940 

ELSMERE 

Regional Survey fj 
Wilmington Sucurbs ~ 

Elsmere (100 alt., 1628 pop.) adjoins the city of 

Wilmin6 ton on the northwest. Because of its proxirnlty to 

the c:!. ty, several moven:ents have been sta'.!'."ted to annex it 

to the municipality, but the citizens have rejected all 

such overtur·es of its larger· neighbor. The greater part 

of the 'boundary of Elsmere is formed by the stream of Little 

Mill Creek and its trib"J.tary, Chestnut Run. Besides tr1.ese 

naturaJ. boundaries, the town li:r.iits are defined by the c:tty 

limits of Wilmington, the Landenburg Branch of the Baltimore 

and Ohio Railroad, and, on the nort:!J., by at{ ~s.g:i~er:, line 

laid down by the survey made at the time of the town's in

corporation. 

Tl:.e early growth of Elsmere may be ascribed, in larf,e 

me8sure, to the establishment there of the Wilsmere Yards 

of the B. & o. R.R., and of a plant whicb manufactured vul

cani?.ed fibre. The Wilsmere Yards have abandoned extensive 

operations, and tbe fibre mill, destroyed by fire a decade 

ago, has never been rebuilt. The loss of these industries 

bas failed to slow the growth of the town; the 1940 census 

showed an increase of 300 over that of 1930. Modern trans

portation has made it unnecessary for the employee to live 

close to his place of employment and the majority of the 

residents of Elsmere now earn their livelihood in Wilnlngton. 

Elsmere vms incorporated by an act of the General As-
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sembly which was approved on 1:arch 9, 1909. It was stated: 

"That the inhabitar:ts of the Town of 
Elsmere are hereby created a corporation 
or body politic by the name of "The Com
missioners of Elsmere" and by such name 
shall be able and capable to sue and be 
sued, plead end be impleaded, answer and 
be answered, defend and be defended in all 
courts of Jurisdiction whatsoever in this 
State, and 11my have and use a common seal 
with such device as they may think proper, 
with power to alter ~nd change tre same as 
they think expedient; to purchase, take, 
hold, receive ana enjoy any messuage, lands, 
tenements, or heredite~ents in fee simple 
or otherwise, and also goods and chattels, 
receipts and credits, and to alien, grant~ 
device, sell and dispose of the san.e in such 
manner and form as the7r r:-10.y deem expedient.'' 

Under the terms of the articles cf incorporation, the 

town is governed by a Board of Corilnissioners, consisting 

of five members. These commissioners, elected for a five

year term, servo without compensation. At the first meet-

ing after the election, which is h.eld. on the second Satur-

day in April, the fommissioners organlze by selecting from 

among their members a president and a secretary. These 

officers serve without compensation. The commissioner~ also 

appoint a tax collector,an attorney, ar..d a bailiff. They 

fix the emoluments for these positions, as well as for those 

of town alderman, town treasurer, and town assessor, which are 

elective :posts with a one-year tenure.• 

At present, the assessed valuation of the property 1n 

Elsmere is $1,610,285. The town property tax is t0.62 in 

the area where sewers are provided; ~0.58 in the ren1ainder 

of the town. The corrunissioners use the revenue derived from 

these taxes to pay for street lighting, garbage and rubbish 
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collections, and street improvements. A town building and 

plumbing code governs the erection of buildings and the in

stallation of sanitary facilities. 

In oraer to be eligible to vote in the town elections, 

each citizen of Elsmere must pay a poll tax. This ruling bas 

caused great dissatisfaction among many of the residents, re

sulting in the formation of the Elsmere Townspeople Taxpayer's 

Association, of which George L. Sanders is president. The pro

gram of this organization is: 

11Register all voters before elections, 
property owners and non-property owners as 
well, as we do in general or state elections. 

11The Taxpayer's Associa tion will fight 
to keep any vot€r fro~ being disenfranchised 
as we believe it to be unconstitutional." 

Since the incorporation of the toYn, two suburbs have 

been developed within its borders. Although they co1y.e under 

the rule of the town comr!'.is sioners, and are in an inte·gral part 

of the town, they retain a species of separate iaentity, in 

that they are commonly referred to by the names under vhlch ttey were 

develcped. These developments - Oak Grove and Forest ark -

~re each developed by Benjamin E. Harrar. 

Mr. Harrer acquired the land · on which Oak Grove is built 

early in 1914. A plat of the suburb was filed in tbe of.,ice 

of the Recorder of Deeds on February 19, 1914, ana the sale 

of lots was begun irr.mediately. The only restriction was one 

applying to the minimum cost of the dwellings to be erected 

on the tract (~700 to $1,500 depending on location; the higher 

price applied to those which were to be erected facing what is 

no• the Capitol Trail). 
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Forest Park, a portlon of which lies outside of the 

town li:r.i.its of Elsmere, dates its development ns a residen

tial community from 1915. In that year, Benjamin Earrar 

bought the 22-acre tract from the Newark Trust and Safe 

Deposit Compar:y. A copy of the plat was filed March ~, 1Sl6, 

but tb.e sale of lots was not begun until the following year. 

The land included in this develcp~ent, as well as that of 

Oak Grove and tbe remaindPr of Elsmere, can be traced back 

to Gysbert Walraven, who was the original grantee in the 17th. 

century of a large tract comprisL1L most of this neighbor

hood. 

The dwellinas in Elsmere present every conceivable style 

of architecture and mode of construction. If any one type of 

structure can be said to predominate, it is the fra~e bungalow 

of either one or one-and-one-half stories. In the northArn 

section of tbe town, the houses are larger, but the frame 

method of construction is still retained. These older homes 

show the Victorian influence in the use of towers, elaborately 

carved fretwork o~ porches and cornices, and stained glass 

fanliri·hts over doors and windows. An equally wide variance 

is to be found in the size of the lots on whicri these dwell

ings are placed. All of the hov..ses are detached structures, 

but, whereas in many places they are placed almost shoulder 

to shoulder, in others they occupy plots caverning from one

quarter acre to a full acre. Even the smallest lots have been 

grass-sown and planted with flowers and shrubbery. 

All of the streets of Elsmere have been surfaced and are 

maintained in good condition. The Capitol Trail and Du Pont 

:JtG 
I 



-5- Regional Survey J1-7 
Wilmineton Suburbs 

Road are through highways and serve as the main residential 

streets of the town. The only continuous sidewalk is that 

·which was constructed by the State Highway Department on one 

side of the Capitol Trail. Street lighting and street iden

tification markers have been placed at all intersections. A 

speed limit of 25 M.P.H. is enforced within the town limits; 

control of through traffic is regulated by means of a traffic 

light at the intersection of the Capitol Trail and the Du Pont 

Road, and boulevard stop signs placed on the abutting streets. 

Sanitary sewers, which drain into the sewage disposal 

plant recently constructed at Richardson Park by the orks 

Projects Administration, have been installed throughout the 

cow.munity. Running water is supplied to the residences by 

the Artesian Water Company. Tbe water is p1.1ij1ped . from the 

wells at the company of Tuxedo Park to a large storage tank, 

placed atop a high steel tower in the center of the town. 

Gas and electricity are available in all sections of Elsmere. 

The postoffice at Elsmere has been discontinued; lfloor-to-door 

mail delivery is rr.ade twice daily by carriers operating from 

the Wilmington branch postoffice at Fourth and Union Streets. 

One-fare transporation is provided by busse~ operated on a 

regular schedule bJ the Delaware Power and Light Company. The 

route followed by t hese busses is arranged so as to provide 

service for the ereatest proportion of the residents. 

Elsmere has no local police force and, in consequence, 

the residents rely upon the uniformed forces of the State 

and County for police protection. Fire control is capably 

handled by the Oak Grove-ElsTiere Fire Company No. 1. a rural 
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volunteer unit, which has its headquarters at 1107 New Road. 

An adequate nu1rber of strat~gically-placed fire hydrants aid 

in efficient fire control and are a prime factor in determin

ing fire insurance rates, which are at city levels. 

The only church in Elsmere is the Elsmere Fresbyterian 

Church on Northern Avenue. Many of the residents of Elsmere 

are conmmnicants of the Brack-Ex Methodist Church in v ood

ward1 s Addition. Oak Grove School provides elementary and 

jun:lor high scbool training for the children of Elsrr..ere., and 

they complete their high school education at the Henry C. 

Conrad Hi~h School at Richardson Park. 

The largest business enterprise in the tovm is the yard 

and office of the Angerstein Fuel and Feed CoJ11pany, located 

on the Capitol Trail at the railroad crossing. Other retail 

stores include two gas stations., a grocery store, three lunch

roons, two taprooms, a barber shop., a beauty parlor., and the 

office of a real estate and insurance firm. Dr. Walter Lumley 

has h:s office on New Road in Oak Grove. The office of Magis

trate Lewis A •. Welsh is located on the Capitol Trail adjoin

ing the fjrehouse. 

The only industr5es in Elsmere are a concrete-block manu

facturinc plant and a leather processing plant. Both -are small 

concerns., employing only few people, and are located on the 

Capitol Trail., east of the railroad crossing. 

Orgar:izations in Elsmere., besides those affiliated with 

tbe churches., include the El2mere Civic Club, the Acacia Club, 

the Parent-Teac~ers A~sociation of Oak Grove School, Oak Grove

Elsrrere Fire Company 1fo. 1, and its Ladies Auxiliary., Boy and 
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Girl Scout Troops, ad the Elsmere Athletic Club. The last

named organization has its clubr~ouse in a one-stor·y sheet 

metal builcJin6 on Du Pont Road. The Elsmere Civic Club meets 

in the Civic Club building at the intersection of the Capitol 

Trail and Du Pont Road. This building is also used as a meet

in ,. place by the Town CoJY'Jnissioners. A coriuni ttee has been ap

pointed to investi6ate the possibility of the purchase of a 

.permanent home for the use of the Commissioners as a town hall 

and as a corr..munity center, but as yet no progress has been made. 

Du.ring the present year, twelve houses have been erected 

in Elsmere. Eight of these are frnn:e bungalows, erected by 

individual owners in various parts of the town. l<our brick 

houses l:·ecently built on Du Pont Road scuth of the Capitol 

Trail are part of a housing development which is expected 

eventually to consist of fifteen similar dwellings. The 

largest unimproved tract in Elsmere is t:he 100-acre plot which 

for a number of years was occupied by the Delaware State Fair 

Association. l~any of the exhibition bµildings still stand, al

though they are in poor re:;_)air. The large grandstand and the 

half-mile dirt track are still maintained, although t?leir only 

use since 1928 (the date of the last State Fair) has been for 

infrequent automobile races. Poor attendance and the objections 

of neighboring residents to the clouds of dust raised by the 

racing cars combined to make these events a f:tnancial failure. 

There have been lmverified ru~ors of large scale ~cusing op

erations to take place on this tract, but so far tb~y have 

failed to materialize. 
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WI NOTO SUBURBS 

P11nnv1ew, which liea on ttie north side or Wl,m1ngt 

Chr1 t1na tuz.nplk betwe n Jlewport am. Tux do Park, just west r 
rt, consist r one s~ t, Gregg Avenue, ~ north and 

south, which • locat five han a, with .tour on th p1ke. 

This suburb, just opposite S1ld w, 1 slightly bove the latter, 

being 1tuated on an 1nc11n which runs to 125 1'eet. It has :Sl 

r s1dents d 1 a en er 1n rea. Bomea ar of the two-story 

type, ~ e cons~ructlon, with 8h de, well-~ept la~, gardens 

f'lo r p1 • Harvey • Gregg b e • hn.,-var, 1a a two-

stoey, e1ght- tru tur 01' field ston, nearly 290 ar ol, 

th • 
.......... .,, ... v .... '°.' s the , family, wh once 

owned a c 1d rable 1n th1 v1c11:11tJ', and ot which ram11,- s. 

Harvey E. Gregg 1a dir et de c ant. •• Gregg purch Ml th 

r1g1nal h es1 t , tog ther w1 th the sev res about h1 h •• 

upon the settl ent of th st te. A 1 rge barn stands in the 

rear of th Gr gg ho _ e an bout 20 sh p stur longs1de and 1n 

th rear ot the ho • A small concr te pool, 18 ~ et long and 10 

wide, lies to the left of th entrance driv~y and in the rear f 

the h , tn which are a numb r ot gold t1 h. The pool 1 qu1pp4Jd 

with a amal~ wat r whe l to wh:l(?h w ter is r turn daft r having 

p s ed ov r, · er ting th w: ter. Previoua to it pur ae b,- the 

Flinn .tam.117, about 100 years ago, the farm was owned b,- at 117 

nam 111 od.• 
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~ blocka south ot the Gregg home• on th s e aide ot 

the 11m1ngt Christina pike, beyond the entranc to Tuxedo Park1 

at t te tr et, is th th?te - tOJ'T brick hollse of 12 ruc:JDUI, to er-

1,- the home of th Pl.inns, wb.1ch was built about 1860. '!h1 
. . 

dnll.1ng, surrounded by~• trees, with a retaining~ alongside 

the pike, 1 atop a Jmo11, and 1 own by Ge<?l'ge hew, 

, 11'h1ch tac s 

e st, and 1s two-s·tOl!'J' frame e~tu:r , with lawn and flower 1n 

.front, 'and ple tre s, well-set. 

Adjoining the Lynam property, half block further e t• , 

ia the two- tor,- tr e am tuccoed home of Robert P • cJ.arr, 

lightly higher than the L hom • This r sidence 1s without 

a de but has fine lawn in front, ff1 th dr1 v 7 running ound 

th h 1n t circl • returning to the p1k • In the re 18 

l but thorougbl7 qulpp aanit st blisl:J:ment tor th 

killing or hoga for 

Ona blo k st1 1'1:ll-ther th c. • , 
- t017 tone and stuccoed hom • with tin ol 

non .,...-~.L .. .L£• and a tine s ton re a1n1ng all 1 the pike• One 

o~ the tew springs 1 rt 1n the vic1n1ty or 1lmington 11 s t 

st or this home bas a small spring hous erected over it. 

It water la xcell nt. 

and th town line or ewpol't, al o o 

the north side or the plke, ls the home or Jo • Lynam, wbich d• 

joins :view, but 1 not part or it. Stll'~tmd d by 

ple tre s, W'i~h n r 

f'rame residence. 

J. , tand the 

A sidewalk ls laid on the north sid ot tm pike rr Bnport 

to Tuxedo Park, this bing a cont1nu t1on or the sidewalk tram W'-lm,ngt;on1 



-3- Pl.inn.vi 
Browning .. Walla 

'l'he homes 1 ng th p11c are conn ct th th Sil w s rage 

y t , whi those o Gregg Av nue all have ees pools, not being . . . 

r e lines. Oas. el ctr1o1t,'1 wat r, and tire protection, 

th1 1 tter the 1n e Company t ~rt, are at hand• 

Poat ft e f'aa111t1e are avail 1 at SUvin. 'rroll y aervice 

xten a tr 5145 0 101 ck 1n the morning until 12145 'clock a 

ght. Police protection am through th Rural Police aa well 

the tate Po11c • The n a.rest magistrate 1a at Richardson Park. 

T e are those of the county and Stat • This community, 

s r• 1m11 suburb a 1 provided with ter mains, thereby having 

uch lower tax rate than would be the c se were tb1 locality 

1ncorpor ted. 

Childr n attend eb Schoo, wt, until e y for 

high sch 1# h nth y transfer to the He c. Conr High School 

at Richardson Park. There are two chul'ch a at .-.ports St. J: s 

Prot stan Ep1 op and the od1st iscop , both ser-

v1ng this s ction. There 1 no torm of communi tr thering or exer-

cia s except those to be found 1n 

ar en an usually chickens ar kept, while each s gar ge. 

lo,m nt 1s tound ~ a few c~ b,- res1denta 1n the Kreb• Pi~ent 

and Color Corporat~on. • rt., and at the ood .,._•••M'ing Compan7, 

Inc • ., near SU'Yiew. There are 1:10 ?legroea, the joritJ' ot 

re 1denta r nati•e- orn tock. 
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GORDON HEIGHTS 

Region 1 urvey1 
ilm1ngton Suburbs 

Gordon H 1ghts (200 alt., 836 pop.) is loc ted about to and 

one- f miles northe st of the city limits of 11 dngton, lying bet een 

the Phil delp 1a Pike and the Governor Printz Boulevard. The communities 

of Penny Hill and Hillcrest encroach upon Gordon Heights in such a ay 

s to mak distinction difficult; the bounds ar not marked. The 

recently er ated suburbs of Edg oor Terrace and •dge ~od HillSmake / 

p the outh• est boundary o£ the Heights; enny Hill Terr ce and 

Lind ere form the northeast limits. 

The rlie t recorded o er of th,s tr ct s John O!].ges, ho -
as sold out by Peter Vandever, Sheriff of te Castle County, on -

November 30,135. John Gordon, whose n~e was given to the site lhen 

development began, ~s the ne omer. The Gordon family lived on the 

farm until December of 188, hen the tree surviving du hters of 

John Gordon sold the property to lliam Beadenkopf. In tho following - ~ 

year, the latter laid out streets and building lots and began piecemeal 

sale of the tracts. ~he unsold portion s acquir d by Harry Emmons in 

1892. th recent death of the latter, the vacant lots and street 

beds came und r the supervision of th D laware Tru t Company, trustees 

under the terms of his 111. 

There ar, at re ent 1 209 housing units ithln the confines of 

Gordon Heights. These are single-family d ellings, constructed more 

ubstant1 lly and 1th ore generou proportions than is usual in 

suburban communities. In the p st to ye rs, t1enty- even ne houses 

have been rected in this suburb. Nine of these, built of masonry 1n 

the 6,500 price group, are located on Crest ood pl ce, an oval court 

abutting on the arsh Road. On Lore Avenue, near its terminus at the 

Printz Boulevard, fifteen brick and three fr e houses have been 
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constructed. Thee ar some hat smaller than those on Crest ood 

Pl ce d ould £all into th 5,000 price class. 

Th treets are u iformly ell paved 1th acadam, except 

Cr stood Place, ich 1s gr vel filled, and th ne ly cut through 

section of Hayes Avenue djoini the Printz Boulevard. o gutters 

or continuous side alks re rovided. Street lighting 1s adequate and 

name m.rker are 1n talled at 11 intersections. Lor venu, the 

lo et d mot he vily populated atr et, s~me effort has been ade 

to rov1de gutt rs by lining the open roadside ditches with ton a 

but this has ot solved th problem of drain e. Thia is also the 

only treet to h v storm e1ers, althou h sanitary seers have been 

installed throughout the community. 

In th section of Gordon H 1ghts hich lies eat of Hillcrest 

Avenue, the ro dside ditches re usually filled stream of at ant 

ter, h1ch is both unsightly and a menace to the health of the residents 

ere. t the inter ection of the arsh and River Ro , there is a 

vacant lot, hich is cov rd 1th a growth of weeds and underbrush and, 

despit arning sign, litter d th tin cans and other rubbish. 

Similar cond tions exist on arsh Road opposite Cre tW'.>od l ce and 

near Hiller st Avenue. At the latter to places, the problem is compli-

cated by the presence of small, slug 1sh streams, 

debris. 

ich are choked 1th 

In oth r r s pects, the residents of Gordon Heights enjoy moat of 

the conven1e ces of city dwellers. Gas, ater and electricity re 

furni hed from the 1lmington upply. 1th the exception of those 

houses recently erected on Lore venue b tween t e River Road and the 

Printz Boulevard, ail delivery 1 made t ice daily by carriers operating 

from the 11 1ngton Postoffice. Polic protection 1s furnished by the 
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unifor ed forces of th State and county. The rural volunteer 

companies, aided by the presence of properly placed hydrants, combat 

the fire menace . The nearest of these units is that of the Brandywine 

Hundred Fire Company, 1th headquarters at Bellefonte. T'ais company 

also maintains a Red Cross Emerg ncy First Aid St tion. 

Retail e~tablishruents in Gordon He1 hta include to groc ry 

stores, poultry and egg arket ( ich also sell oy ters), an ic 

cream store and a bakery. There are no manufacturing or other mercantile 

enterprises. Shopping nd other act1v1t1es in 1lm1ngton rem de 

readily vailable through the mediwn of the trackless coaches, hich 

m inta1n a regular schedule of one-fare transportation on Hiller st 

Avenue and the Brandywine Boulevard. 

The Hillcrest ethodist Church is located at th intersection of 

Marsh Rod and Hillcrest Avenue. This 1a a on -story stone structure, 
~ 

' 1th one 1 rg tained-gl ss windo, which 1 the cene of many community 

g thering. Ther are several organizations ffil1ated with the church, 

including Boy Scout Troop . Congregations of the other religious 

d nom1 tions ho service in Hi lcrest, Bellefonte, nd other ad• 

journing co , n1t1 s. 

'lbe children of this community r ceiv their elementary education 

in the Mount Plesant Junior 1 h School t ellefonte. Instruction 

in th s condary school subjects is giv n t the Claymont School or_ by 

pecial permission of th State Board of Education, the Pierre s. 
du Pont School in 1lm1ngton. 

The focal point of community life is the lue Rock C ntury Club, 

1ch has its headquarters on rand 1ne Boulev.ard bet een Haines and 

Lore Avenues. It 1s housed in a modern structure, built of Brandywine 
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The most striking structur t Gordon Heights is the to ering 

Government Lighthouse located on Lighthouse Road facing the Dela are 

River. Tnown officially s the Marcus Hook re r light, its powerful 

beacon, fro the peak of the 110 foot to er is used to guide the steady 

flow of ater-borne traf'fic on the Dela are. The concrete to er, 

built in 1919, is a radical departure from the usual lighthouse in that 

it is square, instead of round. From Li hthouse Road, the terrain 

lopes sharply to ards the river. This grade adds consider bly to 

the visibility of the light> vhose l p may be seen tor fifty miles 

on a cl ar day. From the concrete balcony ninety feet from the 

ground, a marvelous vie of the surrounding countryside is to be bad. 

eferences 

Deeds Records: 5, P• 123; X 14, P• 10; G 14, P• 99; 0 15, P• 172; 
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THE A1'\1ERICAH RED CROSS 

Social Welfare JJ/ 

The Wilmington Chapter of the American Red Cross is 

now located in the new headquarters at 910 Gilpin Avenue, 

a two-story brick building, that connects with the 911 

Delaware Avenue headquarters, where the Red Cross has been 

housed for many years. Lamm.ct du Pont, Jr. is State Chair

man of the Red Cross and Arthur M. Potter is Executive 

Secretary. 

Five major agencies--The Red Cross, the ~amily Society, 

the Visiting Nurses' Association, the Children's Bureau , and 

the Girl Scouts--occupy this building. On the first floor is 

the Children's Bureau, the offices of Arthur M. Pocter, an 

auditorium for 300 persons, and a canteen or kitchen. The 

purpose of the Red Cross, is to continue and carry on a 

system of relief in time of peace, to apply ai d in the 

relief of suffering caused by national calamities, giving 

first aid, and so on. 

The purpose of the Children's Bureau is to find effec

tive means for the prevention of cruelty to children, and to 

promote child welfare in general. The purpose of the Girl 

Scouts is to help girls in their preparation for the respon

sibilities of the home and service to the community. The 

purpose of the Visiting Nurses' Association is to give skil

led nursing care to the sick in their homes, and instruction 

to patient and family in home nursing, sanitation, and preven

tion of disease. 
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The Red Cross Roll Call just completed in Washington 

shows a membership of 5,701,500. One Hundred and thirty

one schools have enrolled in the Delaware Junior Red Cross, 

placing the membership total for 1940 at 34,328. The 

Pier~e s. du Pont High School in Wilmington, with 1,598 

students, and the Wilmington High School, with 1,705 stu

dents, have 100 percent membership in the Junior Red Cross. 

The Alexis I. du Pont High School, with 109 pupils, and the 

Elementary School, with 254 pupils, have also announced 100 

percent in the Junior Red Cross. 

On June 1, 1940, Mrs. Margaret McVaugh assumed the post 

of director of Junior Red Cross and Branch work. In directing 

the activities of approximately 37,000 Junior Red Cross members 

in the State, and 40 branch organizations, she will be assisted 

by Frank Jones, branch chairman for Sussex County, and Mrs. 
z::.. 

Winifred Mccash, chair.man for Kent County. The architects of 

the new Red Cross building were Robinson, Stanhope and Manning 

Women in white does not apply to all Delaware Red Cross 

workers; the nine divisions making up Red Cross volunteer 

activities in Delaware have colors ranging from turkey red 

to cavalry yellow, adopted to distinguish one division of 

the Chapter from another. Service colors are assigned each 

of the nine groups, which means the entire uniform may be of 

the distinguishing color, or may be marked only by colored 

collars , cuffs and head dress. 

Production workers in the ranks of the Red Cross ar 

clothed in dark blue, as are the workers on Braille; a turkey 
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red uniform marks the wearer as one of the administration 

division, charged with the organization, supervision, and 

coordination of the _various corps of volunteer services; 

members of the motor corps wear a dark gray whipcord uni

form, which carries the emerald green banner of the corps 

on lapel tabs and badges. The duties of the gray and green 

clad motor corps members are to collect and distribute mater

ials and garments from Chapter headquarters, provide routine 

transportation for convalescents, and to transport blind 

Braille workers to and from work each day. In times of dis

aster or war relief, these women are subject to call for 

ambulance service. 

Cavalry yellow is used in the unif'orms of the staff assist

ance group, and the ladies in blue fill positions in several 

services. Darlc blue, besides being used for the Braille work

ers, is worn also by those who provide clothing and medical 

and hospital supplies, either in group sewing and knitting 

projects, or at home. A medium blue uniform is worn by the 

canteen workers, who are called upon in disaster relief and 

war service to manage field kitchens and provide food f'or 

suf'ferers and workers. They also manage temporary hospitals, 

and provide refreshments for troops, hospital trains, meals, 

and teas for patients from military hospitals. 

Light fray marks the volunteer in hospitals and recreation 

service, a unit not active at present in Delaware Chapter of the 

Red Cross. Home service workers wear mauve, and the familiar 

Red Cross nurse dons a rose uniform marked by white. 

Bibliography 
Current Hist.Q.;X. 
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Medicine and Public Heal th-=3 ~ L. 
Hospitals 

"Report of the Superintendent of the 
City Hospital." 

....... 

"To the City Council.--Gentlemen:--as the quarterly 

report of the number and condition of patients, the num

ber received and discharged, the receipts and expenditures, 

and the amount due the City Hospital for the quarter ending 

March 31st, 1875. 

Patients remaining in Hospital Jan. 1., 1875... 4 
Received since Jan. 1. • • • • • • • • • • • • 13 

Total •••• • • • • • • • • • -i,-

Patients discharged since January 1, 1875. 
Remaining March 31, 1875 ••••• • •. • 

Total 

out of the 11 discharged, cured 
ti ft II " ti improved 
" " " " ft unimproved 

Total 

out of the 6 remaining, incurable 
" ti It ti It improving 

Total 

Expenditures 

Miscellaneous bills 
Medicine, instruments., &c 
Coal and Wood 

Total 
Received for board 

Amount Due Hospital. 

Due from patients $161.75 
Due from R. Galbraith 
or surety-for 1 year and 

• • 
• • 

11 
6 -rr 
8 
2 
1 
ll 

2 
4 
6 

651.38 
64.45 

108.30 
824.13 
200.21 

$623.92 

5 months at $4 per week 293.72 
To be paid out of appropriation 

455.47 
$ 168.45 

Respectfully submitted, 
Wm. Q,. Moore, 

Superintendent City Hospital. 11 

From The Daily Gazette., April 9., 1875. 
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Medicine and r ublic Health 

THE WILMINGTON BOUNTAIN SOCIETY 

Before a group of friends assembled at his home, 808 est 

street, Ferris Bringhurst spoke the words that brought the Wil

mington Fountain Society into existence. 

"This meeting," he said, 11has been called in order to instigate 

a society - a society similar to those in other cities, ~1ich have 

proved so useful to man and dumb animals." (1) 

A further explanation revealed that the main purpose of the 

organization was 0 to supply the citizens of iVilmington with drinking 

water on the streets, and also to alleviate the. sufferings of horses 

and other animals, that had no facilities with which to ease their 

thirst." (3) 

It might be well to recall that in 1870 no mammoth moving vans 

or trucks were used in Wilmington, and that Henry Ford had not 

propounded nonsensical theories about "horseless carriages.n 

Giant Percherons leaned against their collars and pulled heavily 

laden beer-wagons, occasionally moving to one side to permit a 

fast-stepping chestnut to get his driver to a place of business or 

to a sick child. 

Truly, the horse was king, the fastest means of inte1•-city 

travel, and indeed, in many instances~ the only means. Hot, dusty 

roads played havoc with his throat and mouth, thus preventing him 

from working at maxirrru.m efficiency. 

Aside from the humanitarian aspect, there was also another good 

reason why such a society should be founded. Man depended too 

much upon the horse not to take the trouble to enhance further his 
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utility. A fresh horse was better than a tired one, and one way 

of keeping him fresh was to provide fountains from which he could 

drink. Needless to say, the project met with the immediate approval 

of those industries whose operations were based solely upon the 

performance of equines. 

Citizens, too, were enthusiastic, and showered their blessings 

upon the society; apparently that was the only thing they showered, 

for as late as 1894, we find the society appealing through the news

papers for funds, and receiving scarcely enough to keep the old 

fountains repaired. (3) 

Five days after the initial meeting, another was held, and 

officers were elected. They were: Ferris Bringhurst, president; 

'The Rev. George A. Latimer, vice-president; Samuel Floyd, treasurer; 

and William M. Canby, secretary. There was also elected a board of 

managers who included Philip Garrett , Edward Bringhurst, Sr., William M. -
Warner , William Canby, Charles v; . !!_owland, Dr. L. P . Bush, Mrs. Samuel 

Canby, Miss Hannah Shipley, Miss Anne Semple, Mrs . Charles w. Howland, 

Mrs . William Canby, and N..rs . Gilbert Robinson. 

Graciously, the City Council authorized the society to erect 

public drinking fountains at its own expense. 

Then a charter was dravm up. In it were further clarified the 

aims and purposes of the society. 

"The purpose is to supply the citizens of this 
city with drinking water on the streets, and for 
horses and other animals, so that suffering for 
the want of it, during the hot days, may be 
allayed. 11 ( 3) 

It also provided for two vice-presidents and. twenty-four 

mana ers, a number reduced on Anril 1, 1895 to one vice-president 

and seven n.an agers. 
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Many substantial citizens interested themselves in the move

ment and as officers did much of the work. The names of prominent 

Delawareans oi' that period appear on the list of members. 

The society was financed entirely by friends, and no monetary 

assistance was secured from city, county or State governments. 

The maintenance was largely derived from the annual membership fee 

of two dollars, aided by meager contributions of the general 

public. (3) 

Six fountains were erected in 1870. The first of these stood 

in front of City Hall, the gift of Sa.rah and Hannah Shipley. 

Edward Bringhurst, Senior, already nQted for his work with the 

volunteer fire companies, donated another, which was placed on 

French street, above Water. (2) The Bringhurst Company set one 

up on Delaware Avenue, near West Street, and the society erected 

the rest, at various points in the city. (1) 

On March 8, 1871, the water was turned on into all the fountains, 

and what had, the previous year, been only a phantasy, became a 

reali t:r • It was inevitable that the group should be incorporated, 

and on February 19, 1871, this step was realized as a •tpublic act, 

free of expense." (1) & (3) 

Less . than a month later, Ferris Bringhurst was fatally injured 

by the explosion of an iron retort, which he was using to make 

oxygen gas prior to a lecture. He was succeeded by Edward Bringhurst, 

Senior. 

' The erection of more fountains continued in 1871. At the 

election of new officers, Dr. L. P. BuEh was chosen second vice

president, and Edward Betts, T. D. Webb, Thomas B. Smith, Mrs. J. F. 

Vaughan, and Mrs. G. A. Latimer were named to the board of managers. 



-4-
Medicine and Public Health 

3 t 

But impetus had now been gathered. People and "the animals 

used by them11 had put the fountains to the test, and had not found 

them wanting. They had achieved a niche of their own, and had be

come as much a part of Wilmington as the City Hall, Sweeney's Pump, 

or the sluggish Brandywine. 

Of the three fountains erected in 1871, two were the gifts of 

Samuel ll1lles; the first located at 9th and Walnut Streets and the 

other on French Street north of 11th. The Society's contribution 

was a 3-basin affair, by far the most ambitious of their efforts 

up to that time. It stood on King Street near 17th. 

The next year saw the continuation of the policy of "at least 

one fountain per year.u This time, one was set up at the foot of 

Market street by E. Tatnall ~!arner and. the Charles Warner Company. 

It represented an outlay of $225. (1) 

One presumes that the fountains were becoming more elaborate, 

more beautiful, and that efforts were being made to combine the 

qualities of utility and beauty, something not only pleasing to 

the tongue, but also to the eye. Certain it is, at least, that 

the next one erected combined such attributes. 

J. Taylor Gause and his wife had presented a deed to the Society 

for the site of a memorial fountain, at the junction of Delaware and 

Pennsylvania Avenues. It was to serve as a tribute to the untiring 

efforts of the Society's first President-Ferris Bringhurst. -
The water was turned on July 1, 1872. A column of red Aberdeen 

granite, highly polished, towered serenely over its gray granite 

base. Water spouted from the mouth of a Canadian lynx, while a 

chained tin cup dangled, with humble servility, at the side of its 

stone companion. 
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Tall and unassuming in its severe Greek lines, it represented 

a picture of quiet dignity and unwavering fidelity portrayed against 

a back:ground of classical, rourrded lines. A Grecian urn perches 

aton a gray granite base. - . 

Inscribed on the right side of the memorial is this legend: 

"Kindness to God's creatures is a service acceptable to Him.u Ferris 

Bringhurst, humanitarian and member of one of Delaware's oldest 

families, could do much worse for an epitaph. 

Fountains sprang up all over the city - from 22nd and Market 

to 3rd and Madison, and from the foot of Market Street to the out

lying section of Delaware Avenue. They came to stand not only as a 

place of refreshment, but as a gathering point for little groups, 

and many quiet and stormy sessions were held upon various subjects 

that, one supposes, dealt faithfully with the transient topics of 

interest. 

By 1894, the Society owned 15 fountains in the city. The interest 

from several small legacies had helped greatly in the attainment of 

them. (3) 

New officers were elected in 1894. They included William Canby, 

president; Edward Betts, vice-president; Edward Bringhurst, Senior, 

secretary; and William )oole, treasurer. 

The Society's "Golden · Age 11 came during the next 16 years. Among , . 
the fountains erected was that in memory of ,Job. M • .Jackson, at 

Taylor and Locust Streets, the u1aher fountain on Park Drive, and the 

Mary A• Boyd Memorial in Cool Spring Park. (11) 

During this period, an agitation began against the use of common 

drinking cups, such as were employed at the fountains, the allegation 

being made that they contributed to the spread of tuberculosis. 

Between 1918 and 1920, the death knell of the dangling tin cup was 
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sounded, and no driDking utensil for common use was permitted 

in any nlace in Delaware. Public places were construed a.s 11 stores, 

theatres, stations, cars, schools, clubs, churches, and any other 

place to which any part of the general public has access.n (12) 

The tin cup vanished in the midst of public and official dis

favor, and the fountains seemed destined to follow. But there 

appeared in 1925 an ingenious fountain knovm. as the "bubbler. • 

Operating by the foot-pedal method, it required only the pressure of 

a foot, to bring a spouting stream of water into action, through 

the mouth of a "Vertical Jet.n All the closed fountains, now 

supplied with the new device, were thrown open to the public in 

June of 1925. (4) 

Although the horse was now considered only something with four 

feet which could be ridden, nevertheless, he was not forgotten. 

"'l'he animals used by them 0 still had access .to sundry troughs, and 

many a thirsty dog or bath-bent bird availed themselves, along with 

an occasional baker 1s horse, of the fountains erected for their 

use. 

Of all the fountains erected, only two were supplied exclusively 

with spring water. These were located at 4th and F'ranklin and 3rd and 

Tatnall Streets, respectively. 

The Tatnall Street fountain had an interesting history. It 

was the successor to the 11 subway 11 fountain which, in the early 70 1s 

occupied a spot in the bed of 4th Street, between Orange and Tatnall. 

To it came residents bearing jars, glasses, jugs, anything, in fact, 

that held water, which they used to drink from, or for carrying 

to their homes. 

One pregnant note of danger prevailed - drivers of horses were 

warned that they proceeded at their own risk. (6) 
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'rhe residents of that section north of the Brandywine, knovm 

as Brandywine Village found Sweeney's Pump a great convenience. It 

was located at the curb on the east side of Market Street, at 20th. 

There were other pumps, at different localities, throughout the 

city. Each section of the city had its o'Wn spring or pump within 

easy walking distance. 

Some of them are still left, mostly in parks. Perhaps the one 

with the greatest amount of patrons is located along the South Drive, 

in Brandywine Park. (4) 

Another cold water supply, only dimly remembered by the oldest 

Nilmingtonians, was the spring at a pork-packing establishment at 

5th and Lombard Streets. The water was taken from an artesian well, 

and the owners permitted the people of the neighborhood to come 

and carry away as much as they wanted. (9) 

The bubblers had apparently solved the question of sanitation, 

and they gushed and gurgled merrily until 1930. Their most ardent 

patrons were the children, who spent as much time as possible near 

them, and delighted in their performances. 

The bubblers, like Caesar's wife, had to be above reproach. 

Scientific investigation proved that such was not the case, for tests 

of all "Vertical Jetsn showed that they were easily contaminated 

and retai~ed germs for some time. The water could, and did, fall 

back on the point of discharge. (14) This caused the 11bubblers 0 to 

be discontinued, and in their place was substituted the newest 

innovation in fountain technique - the "Angle Jet fountain. 11 It was 

so constructed that once the water had been issued, it could not 

· return to the point of discharge. (14) 

They were immediately installed, and are still in use, differing 

only from their forerunner in a single respect - the angle at which 

the water is delivered. 
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The general public received them warmly, while children were 

even more enthusiastic in their greeting to this new device than 

they had been to its predecessor. 

In 1939, R. D. Kemp was reelected president of the Society - a -
position he has held since 1921 - and the following officers were 

elected: E. L. Hayes, vice-president; J. Walter Boyer, treasurer; 

and E. R. Mack, secretary. 

~7/ 

The Nemesis of the 11 spring-fountain 11 proved to be the Board of 

Health; in August 1939, the last vestige of these picturesque 

refreshers was wiped out. The fountain at 4th and Franklin Streets 

had been closed the year before on the grounds that it was polluted. 

The same fate befell the sole remaining member of this type of 

fountain at 3rd and Tatnall Streets. It was announced by E. R. Mack, 

secretary of the Wilmington Fountain Society, that the spring would 

be diverted into a sewer. 

In the case of the spring at Fourth and Franklin Streets, a 

movement was soon underway to have it reopened. George H. Bishop, 

on behalf of the protesters, -said several water samples that had 

been sent to the State Board of Health at Dover had been declared 

as "absolutely pure water." Mr. Bishop claimed that he could produce 

persons who could show, to within 10 feet, the spring's source, 

which he charged city officials maintained could not be located 

without a difficult search. (It had previously been indicated that 

the contamination might be traced to the spring 1 s source, if the 

latter could be found.) 

Dr. Roger Murray, executive secretary of the Board of Health, 

said the spring would remain closed as long as the Health Denartment 

believed it to be a potential health menace. (8) Acting on this 
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advice, the Society had ciosed the fountain by extending a nipe 

nearly to the bottom of it, thus permitting the water to escape 

dovvn a hole in the bottom of the cylindrical trough. In some strange 

way, a small item was overlooked. Between the mouth of the pipe and 

the base, an inch of open space was left. By extending the edge 

of a glass or bottle over the pipe, water could be obtained. Soon 

children between the ages of 5 and 14 could be seen filling glasses 

and milk bottles at the spring, and drinking the water, the edict of 

the Boa.rd of Health to the contrary, notwithstanding. 

Older children and adults could bend over and fill their glasses 

with little effort, but the smaller tots were faced with a more 

difficult assignment. They rose magnificently to the occasion, and 

managed to fill their cuos and glasses by climbing bodily into the 

fountain, squatting down and holding their receptacles at the right 

angle. (10) Some of the boys an~ girls were entirely lost from 

the views of' passersby, as 0 hid 11 in the fountain, and many a resident 

was doubtlessly scared out of his wits at the sudden emerging of 

some triumphant child who anparently materia~ized from nowhere. 

Two of the finest fountains erected by the Society are located 

in Rodney Square, in the heart of Wilmington. One is a memorial 

to William Poole, in a grateful recognition of his services to the 

Society. The other is a grant to the city. Erected in 1920, they 

combine the general utility feature, so necessary in a much-used 

fountain, with that of beauty. An °angle-jet 11 fountain, in ea.ch 

instance,7ilanked on either side by a turtle and a frog, a long step 

from the horse trough and the obsolete tin-cup. 

• 
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.2124 P~BL!C SPIRIT 

'1t .16, 1834 There is no subject in this cit:r, on v1hich there 

is 11.ore need of public soirit, or on v1hicJ D 1bl:i..c 

s,irit is of More vital useful~ess, than providing 

means of education for the younc. In this particular 

r.o place is More destitute tha11 \,ilminrton. 'v,e have 

not now one free school • 
.. 

Our condition in this respect is the consequence 

of want of union anu arranrement ar.ionr; our citizens. 

T:1ere is much more r10ney paid for schoe,l i.np; the children 

that enjoy the privileee of schocls, than would supply 

schools for ail the children ih the city. Public schools 

furnish a more practical education than subscription 

"'Chools:-In this country nothint: ca!l be useful that is 

not practical . Trial, ,,here it has been fairly had, 

a,1roves ..>ublic .:'ree scrools as the best means of ed1.1.

cation , csryecially for boys. 

In t~is connection look at these facts.--

There are in this city, with a very srrall e~.tens ion to 

near the rd.lest one on L~ nct..ster road, ten r chocl distric.ts. 

The an~ual dividend to each of these, fro~ the rchool fund, 

is about fifty dollars. rhe city therefore bas an inco~e, 

for public· scbools, if it will avail itself of the advan

taLe, of about five hundred dollars. ~here iS.now remaining 

to the cred~t 0f these d:stricts more than two thousand 

dollars. All this ·will be lost, if there be not scme at-
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tention to this subject." 

l. A recent law provides that districts ma~ unite, 

and use their joint dividerd in common. ,,ilminrton could 

use its . 20vC, and the anYJ.ual ;, 500 as a unit. "In thj_s 

manne~ we can with a ver7 small ad~ition to the public 

fund establish and support, on the Lancastrian plan, 

one of the best public schools in the natio~." Or, 

if this is impossible, any ~rou~ of districts may unite, 

and make better use of tlIBir ~oney toc ether than indi

vidually. 

"I ask the uel:i.berate attention of every one co:1-

cerned in the welfare of this city to these questions. 

Those who can school their children are as much interes

ted as those who can not. There will be a rreat di:mi

nition of the expense, a~d public attention will improve 

the schools beyond any expectation. Ihis is so in other 

places, and w:11 be here. Public attention to this sub

ject r ives encourarement, excites enterprise, and con

municates a spirit and a power, that without it cannot 

exist. 
A Cit,izen 

M.B.-The meet1n~s of the school vcters are to be held 

this year on the 4th of October. In ~ost of the dis

tricts of this city, notice must be riven by the Clerk 

of the Peace, to enable them to organize. If this sub-
1) ject is .to receive attention it is time to act. 11 

Letter from A Voteable supports the position of 

A Citizen, and calls attention to the larr,;e number of 

ill-educated and uneducated amonG native Delawareans. 
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He ar,.,.ues the need of cenern.l education as a political 

safe!"'Uard, and points out ,dlmington' s opportunity under 

the act to found a sound system of public schools. 

He defends free Schools from the stigma of 

"charity schools." Anyone may contribute as he is able 

to their support. In fact, this is needed, since taxa

tion is not planned. Yet, if the city districts will 

unite and establish ri_;ood schools for both boys and t;irls 

the cost to their relatives will be far less than if they 

were educated in private schools. 'i'he Y1riter su0gests 

a general meetinc of school voters 0~ all districts, to 

facilitate handlin[ o· leral technicalities. 

"There will be some definite action on Saturday 

the 4th inst. in every school district in this city, 

up0 the q1.estion whether the syste"!l of free schools 

shall be introduced into this city? or in other words 

whether v.e shall countenance public schools ?11 

1. This should not still be a question. These 

are so:r:ie of the advantages of the proposition now be

fore us: 

1. Fecause of our compact situation we can obtain 

far 0reater benefit from the school ,~ividend than any 

other part of the state. Shall we throw it away? 

2. Public schools add to the value of property 

(conven~ence to one is often noted in advertisements 

of propert;r for sale); public schools encourage a 

nskill1ul and enterprisinB porn.1.lation. 11 Can we disre[ard 

these two factors of our material prosperity? 
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3. The value of all schools depends upon nublic 

attention. here never will be public attention to 

schools until there are -public sr,hools. Public school 

are a means of irprovinB all schools. 

4. 11 'i'he C"Cpenses of education in this city are too 

creat. 11 There are r1any men high in public life toaa~ 

who could. never have received an educat on at the prices 

prevalent here. Han useful r1echanics and nrofessional 

people would never have entered their ljne of work 11 if 

schooling had been as high in tr.e neifhborhood of their 

fathers, as with us. 11 ... t is cruel to the youth in mod

erate or stra teneu circumstances to suffer a state of 

thin s depriving them of advanta,::es of such inesti.rnable 

i.nportance. 

11 By public schools I do not mean charity schools: 

I mean the schools of a republ.can iovernMent, in which 

all childr011 enter UJon equal terms, and the only dis

t:1nctions arise from good conduct, d lic:ent application, 

and prof5cienr,y in stud~. et sue rchools be once fairly 

ut in operation, they will prove their own advantages, 

and all will unite in their support. 

A. 

DISTRICT SCHOOLS 

The 6ommittee appointed at the meeting of citizens 

of ,ilmington on Sept. 23 reminds the public of the pro

cedure to be followed at the district meetings. 

1. Or6anize meetin~ by ap o nting Chairman and 

se c:t:'etary. 

2. Elect by ballot a clerk and two Co1'11mis 0 ioners 

to be a school Connni ttee for one ~rear. 
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These t~o acts constitute le al organization. 

3. Submit motion for consolidation •wit;h another 

district or distrints. 

4. Upon 2/3 favorable vote appoint co:r.unittee of 

3 to neet with t~ose of other districts; cler~ and co~

missioners may act if so directed by 2/3 of voters pre

sent. 

Adjour ~ent should be until some fut1re day to 

receive a report from the CoFrriittee. 2/3 of voters 

present must anprove report to effect the union. Adjour

ment may take pl&ce at any tine after organization and 

the proceedings will be valid: after clerk and com

nissioners are choosen, notlfication of meetinf dates 

is their diity. 

All members of the several conference committees 

are reauested to meet at City Hall at 71/2 o'clock on 

vednesday, Oct. A, and to furnish vouchers of appoint-

ment. 
John •,vales 
James -Puse~T - '· 

PROCEB~INGS r ~ ,HO CL DISTRICT# 11 

) 
) Committee 

r eating held Oct. 4 according to law. Jillard Hall, -
Cha rman, amuel l cCaulley, Secr-etsry. 1 cCaulley elected 

clerk by ballot, and Hall and li H.:.11 s Coirrnissioners. 

Unanimously voted that 11 it is expedient to arranee a 

unio becween this district and other district or dis

tricts, and that a committee be appointed to arranee 

satd union." Itegular offices appointed to serve on the 

comI11ittee. 
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SCHOOL I EE~1TNG 

At the peneral meetinr of the school district com

mittees held at the City hall on the 8th inst . (Oct . 8,1834) 

with the view of forming one or more union uistricts, a 

chairman and Secret rv of the meeting were chosen, and 

it was iound that nine districts (ros . 10 to 18 inclusive; 

vere represented either wholly or in art .--Present 20, 

absent 7 . 

The object of the meet ng was explained and the 

subject discussed . 

On rrot'= on, a comr1ittee of six ✓as a lpointed to (>ro 

cure further and nore >Jd.rticular information and the 

r1eetin adjoui~ned to ... 1hursday the 30th inst. at 7 .I,; •• • 

-
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FREE SCH OLS OF WILMINGTON 

The comrni ttee on formi11[; a Union d strict submit 

the following report: ( sur.m1c rized) 

To the credit of dist. 10-18, t 2042.28½. To 

obtain this, districts must raise 263.\?2~, :r1akinr a total 

of 2306.21 for school nse. Annual divident 'it527.65 

(with hope of iDcrease.) District u t raise (263.92~, 

civine; an anm'al inco"!le of ~791.77~. 

Com"!littee believes this can be raised by contri

but on, since it represents but about 50¢ per voter. 

It is absolutely necessary to b11.:l.ld a sound fOlm

dation for a permanent system of primary educat on, else 

the mone:r will be wastea, and the philosoph of public 

educatioP discredited. 

All distr:tcts but BrandJwine entered the TJnion. · 

Beca•se pav·ng is satisfactory, two schools, (one for 

boys and one for girls) acCOlil,"!l.Odating 400, are feasible. 

This will provide better teache1~s and equipment for the 

money av ;lable than woulc several s~alJ schools~ It 

can be better administered, because it will be easier 

to find one intellirent, responsible and interested co~

mittee than several. 

Comm'tttee therefor recommends a Uni..0n, witb a sln---;le 

set of two cor.:imissioners and clerl', with an acvisory 

committee of two members from each district to keep the 

central and lo~al [rou"Js in "Jroper communication with 

one another. This a~pears the most promising solution 

of those canvassed. 
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UNTTb > ~CHOOL DJS1.I1RICT 

School districts Nos. lG, 11, 12, 13, 14. 15. 16, 

17. ~ 18. in New Castle countv, being united in one dis

by proceedings anrcrdinc to law. 

The firri meetin£ of the united district.t. will be 

held on Saturday, ov. 15 inst. (tomorrow) at one o'clock 

P. ' . at the City Hall. 

!'.iC TICE 

I expect to attend at ~ew Castle on llonday the 17th 

day of Novemher int., and remat~ there four days, in 

order to settle with the School Committees of New Castle 

county, and for other p,r,oses recuired by law; I shall 

expect each and every pe~Rcn, where the la,, requires to 

settle with the Atiditor at his annual visit at Nevi Castle, 

to appear before me while there, with his accounts and 

vouchers, prepared for settlement. 

J .Biddle, Auditor of Acco,mts -
At a meeting of the school voters of the united 

school distrjct in this city on Saturday, Nov. 15 at the 

Cit~ Hall, V m. Chandler was anyJ0inted chairman, and Willard 

hall, sec • 

Upon report of a cor.unittee that the legal forms had 

been properly followed in consolidation, the meeti~G pro. 

ceeded to tbe election of a clerk & cor:imissioners, James 

Pusey, w-1.llard Rall and Thomas Young, resnectively. 

11 A resolution was passed to raise 'lr'3CO. Ot, by COD:-

tr butio~ toward ~l1ldinr or procuring a School House and 

the support of a Rree school in said djstr'ict. 11 
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And it was further resolved that the school committee 

have full authority to fix a site, purchase or otherwise 

procure a Lot and built a school house, acting according 

to their best judgement for the benefit of the district. 

Wm. Chandler 

Willard Hall 

Note: The Clerk of each district is requested to furnish 

the clerk of the united district with a copy of the minute 

of appointment of their respective delegates in the 

advisory committee. 

Free Schools 

Meetings reported above summarized over the signature 

of Willard Hall. 

Copy of formal agreement, signed by delegates, and 

comurising the items listed in foregoing reports -- dated 

Oct. 30, 1834. 

Notice that the advisory committee, or some member 

of it, would call upon every inhab1tJ~f each district to 

solicit contributions for the fund. "and it is respectfullY. 

suggested that every one contribute something so that all 

may have a part in building up a system of public schools 

among us. The sum may be small in many cases; but it is 

the cheerfulness with which a sum is contributed, that 

ls regarded, more than the sum, when the ability is small. 

The object is very important, supplying means, and 

suitable means of education, for the rising generation, is 

certainly one of the most interesting, and promising efforts 

of benevolence. It is the way in which the moral condition 
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of society is improved; and here we must look for 

prosperity, for safety, for every thing valuable. 

We trust that there will be liberality on the part 

of our citizens, in respect to this object of vital in

terest, and that such contributions will be made as will 

enable the committee to establish at least two primary 

schools, of such character and with such advantages, as 

shall secure to our youth the full value of such schools. 

One great hinderance on this subject is, that through 

scantiness of means what is known to be best, cannot 

be done. We trust, that this will not be allowed to be 

the case in this city. Liberal contributions can be made 

without being felt by those who make them, except in the 

pleasure always arising from the recollection of having 

endeavored to promote the welfare of our fellow beings. 

A. B. 
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OLIVER •VA 

oat int r t· tradition of th e rl flour 11 --of 

th1 

la r cent r bout th ul land ills, tor it 

1te th t 011v r th tru inventor ot th loco-

motive, orked nd dr in mill enr1oh d with hia own 

oontriv nc • 

o e 1nently prac ic l were v ru,t 1111ng en ona 

screw con-

1 1n u 

that t e l v tor buc t yst and th end.le 

tur , "11 childr n of his br in, 

today, :t)aving b n labora d only 1n point ot ch nical 

d t 11. V n , 11 . itch, 1 on of th world'• for---
gotten 1nv ntor. H d th le 1 latora ot h • time poa sed 

a city nough o now bis 1nvent1on, th V nt g or 
te tran port would hav be n nticip t d b7 year, and 

th lory ould h v r diat d ra th Delaw r River in-

stead ot from th H on. 

Hi sign tor 1 co otiv as e nt to 1 nd 1n 1787, 

di puting pr1or1t 1th gon "of tt. He 

built steamboats at Phil lph1a in 1803 and 180, and r n 

the ucoe sfully, ntt ting by 1'1 e y rs th Cl rmont ot 

Robert Fulton. Fe p ople know t ta hor ele 8 C rr1a e 

pl1 d th tr t or 11 d lp 1 or th n c ntury nd 

half' go. Th dr1v r nd inventor 011 r v n, ho 

r in th orld ·ot c nic 1 now dmit d. 

011v r Ev na w a born in 1755 near wport. H was the 

son ot Charla v , nd ad cendant of the v. an E-vana, - -
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D. • , th r rst pi cop 1 m n1 t r 1n Pl 11 delphi , lo di d 

in 1728. H ad en brothers n Id, r spectiv ly, Joseph, -
, oma, heophilou, John, Jon than, G-or e, and van. Hia - --- .,,,. -

: r own d the rop rty 1"· ch i now in po s s ion of th 

rebe Pig ent and Color Corporation. Oliver eemed to have 

b en born 1th n in ent1v ind, hie anife t d it elf 

rly in 11.fe. lk d it his e d down, hia nda b -

hind him, a it ind p tudy, nd h n a mere boy he b gan 

th study ot th poa ibility or moving land carria ea 1th

al pow r , hioh h conaidere very deair ble . He 

d heard ot various attempts having been de, by e ne ot 

cran , wh la, pinions, pringa, wind, etc . , 11 ot 1ch 

a pe i·•-1 to him to b futile . n about 17 y ara or age , 

b ng n apprentice to a lwr1ght , on 

(1772) one ot his brothel informed him 

ri tmas evening, 

t he had t t 

y be n 1n company 1th a neghbor1ng blnck mith•s boy, who 

ent d toppe up the ouchhole or a gun brr 1 , 

th n put in bout a gill of wate1• and ra 

fter hich they put the br ch of th 

din ti ht wad., 

barrel i tb 

Smith• t1r, nd 1n a few minut 

loud report . 

it ble out thew d 1th 

It ed1 tely oocurr d to him t t tb1 a the po r 

to prop 1 hi gon, 1.f he kne 

about to find th e na . ro 

how to ppl y it , 

thi 1mpl 

n h set 

nt ot th 

boy, he diecover d th t re t fundamental principle 1n 

tur, th 1ncrea of the ela ticity of t by mor 

r pid r tio th n heh tot tr y e increased, and 

that this pr1no1pl could b applied to wor very light and 
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pow rfu1 e ins, to propel l nd arr1a e and boats , whioh 

1 covery in lly produ ed hi Col b1an Stea 1ne, whiob 

for 3 y ar nd or d to introduo into public u e. 

t th ag of 22, h 1nv nt d to chin for mak1 

ool and cotton o rd o take the place of the tedious hand 

tools t n n • He did not find t1me to ·est th pr1nc1-

pl of thi di co r until he t with f;\n ccident, bing 

d ng rousl ound n tho foot by scythe. fuil in tb1a 

condition he had t1m and opportunity, and ucce ded in mak-

in s 11 od la 1th ood. 1s fath r•a family, beco 1ng 

cqu 1nte with hi pl ns, united ar nt 1th ridicul to 

dissuad hi tro ht they tr d his visionary ache ea, 

nd not uoc di , they ve h p lost. 

Such little v lue wa ttac d to bi models that th 

bl clm~1th to ho be ppli d, con id rd 1 ua le a g1m-

rack, and refu d to work 1th him on uch a visionary 

c m until G or Latimer, then me ber or th D&lawar 

Legialature, by hi per uaaive argument, 1ded y the lo

quence or som ood old Ja 1c spirit which h prom.is d to 

pl c t h s ith•s rvice hile on the ork, pr iled on 

h to undert the Job. The od. 1 succ eded so well that 

11 ch n d their 1 u g nd they pr 1sed th ond rful 

1 1 ton 1 nuit of Oliver. The c rd nu~aotur rs 

l rn d of th· xcell nt qualit.1..e of hi c' nery and 

d offer or th cret, but Eans o triotie nd ould 

nots 11 it to individual to th x 1 ion ~f th public. Th 

l gisl tu or P nn ylv n1 wa in sea ion at that tie, nd· 

b pr sent dam or1al to it, st ting the natur and importano 
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or hi 1 cov y nd pr yin for the lo n of 500 to uil 

mill in enn 1 nni 1th acbin c ed for the pur-

po e ot b nding n cutting the ire into card t th agre -

bl to the p inoipl ot h1 1.nv ntion. Th 1 isl tur 

1 vish 

th1 h 

th 1r ulogi e, but would lend no money. Aft r 

o ed hi 1nv ntion to per on of pr in nee 1n 

Ph1lade phi., tat1ng o hi the 1nd1v1dtal offer th t 

db en d, but th th pr ferred th public lo n. Thi 

per on tr t d v n t patr1oti m 1th e ming r1dioul., hioh 

u d hi tor 11n u1 h ll hope of eucc s from th t qu r-

tr, and return to 11 1n ton er, ur db n ce 1ty, 

h oontraote to e chine hich ould • nufnotu fiv 

hundred complet car -t th pr minut, nd ob11) t d him-

elf to e p the rt a ecr t fort o y ars for th rifling 

sum or 200., re rving only th privileee of s ll1ng on 

other ch!ne. While th chin w being con tructed, 

the oth r manuf oturor usp nd d or 20 aye., y1ng th 

ol orlan n hip w •o inf rior h n comp red 1th v ns• 

poil d h 1r. thod that -it onl 

m chin 

pr cont 

oon compl t d and 1n t d or 500 

,ooo por minute., so fr e di 

xpeet t1ona th t t ey 1 diately contract d tor th ohin 

tl t d be rs rv d nd oth parties r penally bound to 

p t. r a er t. It neverth l s b ca lmo n, nd 

oth r obt ined the u of the achine. pl n for pj.ck1ng 

ole in th 1 at r fort o hundr d pair of c rd th 1n 

12 hour, nd lo :for cutting., endin n settln'-7,; t et eth 

oon fter d vi d y him., ut 1 id to av b en a-

3r,7 
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bandoned because of his failure to secure due share ot 

the beneifta of the previous invention. 

The following year (1782) he contracted, 1n company 

with to of hie brothers, to build a merchant flour mill 

at Faulkland. Having been successful in inventing several 

useful improvements, he now began to study how he could 

make this mill exceed 11 others. H first conceived the 

1d€a or applying the power that dr1v s the millstones to 

perform those opee tions which had been by m nual 1 bor, 

viz: From r c 1pt ot the gr in from the wagon or ship until 

its manufacture into uperfine flour ready to be packed into 

barrels. But as he was neither millwright nor miller, heh d 

first to ascertain what operations were to be performed by 

manual labor. He believed the waterpo er might be applied 

tor ise both grain and meal, and convey them in any direc-

t1on or ngle, ascending, descending, or horizontal, prin-

cip e he put into operation and found to work a tisfactory. 

Thea improvements· 1n mill chi ry for the nura·cture 

ot flour consisted of the elev tor, an endless ch 1n with 

bucketa to raise th flour or grain to any required height; 

the conveyors to carry the gr in or me 1 from one place to 

another; the hopper boy, to spread or gath r th grain or 

meal and thus to dry or cool 1t; and the drill to move the 

grain or meal in any direction like the conveyor, but by 

mean of rakes instead of buckets, to which h added originally 

the kiln-dryer, to dry and cool the meal as it passed throu h 

the elevator and hopp r boy. 

These 1mpro-ementa and their introduction 1nto public 
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use cot an immense amount ot tie and labor, nd a great 

e&penditure or money h1ch he could not well spare. He en

dured much cr1t1o1em and ridicule and ny lawsuits; month• 

or th most 1nten e thinking were spent in baffling with 

apparent absurdities, but hoping gainst hop, he worked 

1th the ze 1 and dog ed perseyerance peculiar to inventors 

until hi ideas resulted in discoveries, inventions, and 

patents. Some time in September, 1784, he declared to several 

individuals that he intended to build a flcur rr.ill that would 

perfor hat these improvements wer intend d to do, without 

the aid or nual l bor, but no one would believ 1t po1aible. 

He ot the naree of a vision projector, about to ruin him-

self by att ptin an impossibility, yet his arrangements for 

the construction of this mill ere so far compl ted before he 

began to build, that he declared he had in hia bed viewed the 

ole in operation. 

On September 5, 1785 the mill waa set in operation in 

the old y, requiring three men and a boy,one-half of the 

latter'• tim , to attend it, in th manufacture or 20 barrels 

of uperi'ine flour, besides the middlings and ship stuff every 

da•J but on the introduction of Evans' improved machinery, 

one n could always after attend the 111, night or day, 

make the same quantity (20 barrels of flour, etc., per day), 

and mak1 about .four barrel more out or every hundred bush-

el of whet than had usually been ma e. Thes 1 ro ementa, 

though perfect in theory and in principle, et with unfore

seen difficulties in being put into practice, and besides, 

w re so expensive that he was often re tly discouraged. 
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unwilling to proceed t h1a own expense 1n completing 

the hole of his improvements, he asked aid of the rich and 

eatabl1sh6d B~andywine millers and others, by way of sub

scription, but they declined saying they elieved no man 

who bad neither b en bred miller nor millwright coul4 

ever m ke any improvements on the rr£nuf ctur of flour in 

their mills. They believed the art to be perfect in their 

own mills and would not, therefore, ubscr1be a dollar, which 

refusal on their part caused others to withhold any aid. The 

Brandywin Millers stood very much in his way, discouraging 

him by word and deed. Poor Oliver was known to the 1llera 

or his neighbor ood as the inconvenient person who was al

ways anting the lo n of a thousand dollars to carry out 

new invention. 

The "thinki~g men" among them ag ly argued that hia 

improvements would benefit the consumer by increasing the 

supply or tlour and making it cheap, a clear detriment to 

the interests ot capital. It is incomprehensible how Evans 

could have received suoh scaly treatment fro the prosperous 

Quakers of h1a day. Posterity wond rs What were their reasons 

for denying him a fr ction or the earnings effected through 

the use or his ap9lianc s by which, dmittedly, the cost ot 

the production of flour at that time as out in half. He 

sho ed hi proposition to Ja a Latimer, one of the millers, 

describing hia inventions and 1mprovements, but was told he 

could not make ter run up hill, nor could he make ooden 

millers, but when h saw the hopper boy doing its duty better 

than man could do it, Latimer expres ed great a toni hment, 
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and his son, George Latimer, advised him to petition the 

different State le 1slatures for an exclusive right to 

use his inventions. 

Evans now thought that every mill right and miller 

as soon as they saw the mill 1n operation ould be anxious 

to adopt the improvements, yet th were the lat to b 

convinced, and generally peaking, the most violent op

posers. One day in 1789, when superintending the mill or 

having left it to attend itseld, while he made h yin a 

clover lot, he observed two of the Brandywin millers 

coming to view the mill. e pretended not to see them, 

preferring their go into the mill and not finding any 

person there, so that on seeing every operation performed 

by machinery lone they ould be fully convinced ot its 

utility. 'l'hey stayed in the mill about halt an hour, then 

came and requested him to go in and explain, which ho did. 

He supposed t ey were perfectly a tisfied, but oon after heard 

t hat on tbe1r r turn they had reported the whole to be set 

of rattletraps unworthy of th notice of any man of sense; 

which fixed more firmly the opposition of the rest. A year 

or two later he e.xh1b1ted in the streets of 1 ngton a 

odel of a mill (which he had de to send to England). When 

a number of respectable men gath rd around and wer admir

ing it, they eep1 d a Brand 1ne mill r on the oppo ite ide 

whom they called over to see it. So completely ms the miller shamed 

th&t h said with apparent reluctance: •011ver, thee must 

cp tomorrow morning, and prepare to et it up in my m111.• 

When the hole as set in motion in the completest order in 
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the mill, all th mill rs round th hoppe boy ren1ained 1n 

silent aton1shment until one of them xclailr.ed: It will 

not dot; it cannot dot; it 1a 1 possible it should dot.• 

ut it wa doing p rfectly ell at th ame time. 

In accordance with the dvice of 1a frien , th Lati

m ra, he petitioned t e le ialature early 1n 1786, and acts 

re pa sed 1n 1787 1n Pennsylv nia and Delaware in favor of 

his improvement in the ~snufacture of flour; and in ryland 

and H mp hire for the same, including carriages to be pro-

pelled by the te e ine hich he had inv nted. Soon after 

the establ1shm nt oft present Fe eral Government, t he first 

p tent l ws ere seed, and Evans applied and obtained 

patent for his mill improvements dated January 7, 1791, thereby 

relinq ishing h1a tate pat nts. Tha e inventions were one of 

t ee obj ct tor bicb patents ere gr nted during th first 

year that the P tent Offic a in existence. 

Hi price to thos who ish d to va11 them 0 elves of his 

1mproveu.en ts o mall that the terms of his p tent right 

expired without ufficient funds in hand to comp nsate him• 

s lf and hi a snt for their time nd expenses, besides leav

ing by supposition som 10,000 in the bands of infri era of 

hi r1 hts who ne 1 cted or refused to pay. During the next 

to years be brought :forth, after nine years ot tudy t 

leisure hours, hat be consid red "the simple t and perhaps 

the most philosophical steam en 1ne ever conceived. Speoi-

fications and drawing thereof, d scribed, were filed by him 

in the Patent O fioe, that they might not be lost. He lao 

sent drawings and description to Englan by Joseph Stacy 

"" 
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of e kin ome one to 

1th h1; but Simpson 

wrote from Lon on tat he could find no one to believe the 

scheme would prove u eful, that they could not under tand 

th project nd bad no faith 1n it. •Tbua at the age of 

40,• Ev ns s y of himself, I as reduced to uch abject 

poverty that y 1te sold the tow cloth which sh had pun 

1th her own 

bread for them. 

nd for clothing for her children tog t 

bad wa cover d 1th ny r y hair 

nd I needed peot clee.• 

Thia e brou t out especially by hi.a int nae tudy 

in the prepar t1on (for three years previous) of h1a ill-

wright I Guide, the fir t pr ctic 1 wor, it is 

elieved, on the u ject of mill con tru tion published by n 

American a thor. But when finis e an re dy for publication, 

he ad not th means, and it would probably have been lost, 

h d not Jon Nichol on, being inform d of the ca e, and bis 

oircum t nces, a ~umed th expense to empunt or one thou-

sand dollars. The first edition. or this work ppeared 1n 

1795, and mong the names ot sub cribers wer George ashing

·ton, Tho as Jeffer on, Ed.lrund Randolph, and Robert orris. 

Ev ns tho ht 1t o, ld e 1 rapidly, but in this h was adly 

d1sa point d. ny ho bad ub cribed to enoourag the work, 

really did not want 1t. Two thousand copies ere publi hed, 

some few or which sold at 3.00, but a great proportion or 

th edition s given to the mill rs and m111wr1 ts gratis, 

for the purpose of getting the 1mprovem ts introduced. One 

ot hi ag nta trav led ror thirteen year to instruct mill-
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the improvements, nd 

to sell licen s, and oft n d clared tha h rode about 

100,000 mile on that bu ines. He wa enga ed by the El-

licotts of ryl nd, ur1ng this tie, to build two 1 rg 

mills for them on th P tapsco River, t hat is now Elli-

cott City, an undert in w ic r 

la ar for five y r. 

ired hie eno from 

During th1 time the r~rylend Legi l ture ranted him 

a pat nt on th 0 ame d vice fo'!' hich the Pennaylv nia 

uthoritio r fuse recognition, as Stat patents at thaj 

time carried interstate obligations. Evans returned to 

la ar to find tat his devices had been pprop 1 ted t 

lar e by th miller then doing buaineas. He summoned them 

to court, and had the rim at1sfaot1on or fore1n the to 

pay im 20,000. 1th thi money he bull t e era orka 

in Ph11 delph1a, ere 1n 1802 be became the first r aular 

tom en ine buil r. 

About t t t1 eh nter d into a contract 1th a r. 

ar s, nn en ine r fro Engl nd, and spent to months in 

furn1 h1 him 1th complete dr wings, p c1f!cat1ona, and 

descriptions ot hi Columbian St am Engine, all or which be 

co~ld e4~cute nd et up with his own hands. •d ards sailed 

fro 11 delph1a, but Evan nev r hard from him. 

en Evans petitioned the legisl ture of Pennsylv n1a 

for exclusive rights to his improvements in making wool and 

cotton card, tam en ine, tc., the co 1tte to ho bia 

p t1tion ref rred t ought hi to e crazy bee u eh said 

be could m ke steam agona, and would have nothing to do with 
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it, notw1thst n 1.ng th utoo t effort of the a ove-ment1oned 

Gore tim r, to convince t e that 11 of his inv ntiona 

re worthy of h ir tte t1on. Jh11e v ns ie exhibiting 

hi en 1n in Phil lphi in 1803, driving 12 sa s nd out-

ting stone t the r te of 120 f. et in 12 hou1~ , he i covered 

th c 1r nor aid co 1tt in cro d of pct tors. 

luting b1 , h id• "Sir, thi te m .. in go on the 

rinciple y 1c I dint nd to prop 1 m team carriages, 

en I p tit1on d the le i 1 tur in 1786 nd 7, n" 1hich I 

nde vore toe l in to the committee. If ou 

th xcl siv r1 t for 25 yea , it m1g t 

1ng gon, oats and mills ny year o." T 

d ranted 

b en driv

le 1alator 1s 

eply as th t the h d t ought h1 derang d men e poke of 

k1 em gone. 

On S ptomb r 26, 1804, a 1 1d before th Ph l delphia and 

L nc ter urnpi Comp ny compreh n iv t te nt in detail 

of the superiority of his team engine to tr n port m~rchandi e, 

over the tedious nd expensive method or horses an gon, 

king an ppropri tion by them of th sum necess ry to put it 

into o r tion. The comp ny d clin d to ccept h1s proposition, 

having no confid nee in it. About thi tine h con tructe~ ror 

the oard of Halt cf Philadelphi a cr in tor move mud and 

refuse from the Schuyl 111 it a ch in of buc t operated by 

hi tom n 1ne. There er oth r dred ing machine in existence, 

butt i a the .fir t mov b s te m, and to how th peopl or 
Philadelphi t this nc in could not only run by st in the 

1ve , but on land a 11, h announce to the public that on 

July 13, 1806 his ach1ne could be seen moving around Centre 
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quara. On thn nt, ith hi en~ine mounte in a paddle 

we l eco, 30 feet long, .e moved 1s que r auto obile from 

1<" ~ op to Centr Squ re, t e f vorite ah ring plac 0£ 

cro d3; nd vin succa sfully iv n this e 1 it1on ot his 

v hicle, he rove it to the Schuyl 111 river a out a mile and 

h 1£ a ay. then pplied pd le eel a pro 11 d it 

domistrenm Qnd up the Dela re river for 

le ving s 11 vs el behind by alf t 

di tance or 16 miles, 

istance. 

Evan benefit d 11 tle fro~ his invention, ut 1n pite 

of di coura m t, ~ nev r lost faith in t am carr1a s and 

pre 1cte nt e t1rn will co l en carr,1 ges propoll d by 

teom ·111 b 1n neral 88 for th5 tr nsportntio of p -
ers a ell eoods , tr veli at th r to of 15 to 20 

ile n hour, or 300 11 day.~ A in people laughed,at 

1m nnd s 1 he s crazy, ut l s Uan 30 yo r &ter t e 

.fir t l lroad 1n mer1c as built. 

1nv nted t1 autom tie flour mill, t e 1 h pres-

ure t cng1n, a me.chi e for n kin c rd t eth , steam 

re e, n the oiler kno n s the Corish o1 er. Th e 

import nt invention rought 1m small pecuni ry r turn, 

nd h1 mean · ere 1 uff1o1ent for the :r,1 o cut on or hla 

~ c·an1~al xp rim nt. e the author of the Yo;uns 

ngineer'e Gui e, pu liehed in 1805 and transl ted into the 

renc l n 

lished in 

Guide pub• 

iled lp 1a in 1797, nd 1n Pa is in 1830. He 

died in ·e York A ril 25, l 19, adding anot~ r •itness to 

tl or of Franllin: "A man's useful inv tion ubject 

him to insult, robbery and buee.• Posterity will not be 
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le to cove y the l.e gi la tur or Cong s id not 

grant him uo prot ction s mi th v enabled im to put 

in ope. tion t 

on y nor 

e r t improvements ooner, eh ving neither 

monopoly of any xisting thing. Of th 

min nt contAm or rye 1neer of th evolutionary Period, 

.J m • tt of" Engl nd, Ro rt Fulton of e York, nd Oliver 

V n of 1 were, a C! h b en cl ssed on, if not the 

gre t st Ir. 0 nical engineer ot i time, undenia ly utclaes-

ing Fulton in poi t ot ccur t ,t •dg nt n vi ion, in formu-

1ng not only ne , corr ct d ta for the r tio ot power 

need d for incre e of sp d or e ip , ut 1 o for model-

ing th • nd ov co ing r e C or t r in r-. .lculat-, 

ing tonn nd spe • t tron ly r to th 
0 

law pres-

eat o ph,ric ngin t11 th y or h ath. Evens, 
, h hi,, cour ge, d clnre i:f en 1nea ·er to er o orth-J. 

ork, th co d only b ~co pl1 h :, 1v1ng the 

y be ern:ed nm • cle," d thi e proceeded to 

o 11th c oucces to e c llc t e fir t m n to apply 

1 Jres ure tea to po er, the only sy t m no ext nt. 

e ut ority or th1 1st er port or oom:r.d sion 1nveet1-

av 1 or 1c reap• at1ng n' record, oompos d of u. • 

o nt y x- ecr t yo th N vy, Thur n R. ewb rry, in -
19 • As t1m goes ya d tho fra nte nre t ered together, 

fro v r1ou q1nrt r covering the 11 e of 011v r v ns, they 

d olare him to e one, if not t 

1neer or 1s ti~. 

r te t c n1o 1 en-

One or t gr te t ci n 1fic motivators, S. G. Arnold 

of Ne York C1ty, years after Evan• poverty-stricken death, 
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lour illing 

paid i t fol lo 1n tri ut : Wh r v r 

oun s 1th the id atry, 'het er rin in flour in 

n ti o t te or cutt1n lo.sin Or on, t r fin 

.onum nt o e emory f 011 er v-..n • " 

.1.. pl n j th 

le t F klan, ~ 1ch u 

of the r•o f in 

o • t re ·o 

u d , .as ho 

0 t~e s llo., , 

l 6'7, 

e 1 

n h old m l 

onto bo r' o 

X l' 8 1, be "bro ht t e 'v tnes, th 

geniu 1 e conce d deliver d. 

ours 0£ bl life. 

11 

p vate 

n d. Up 

Beecher 

n 0£ his 

e be h ppy 

"Auto v ry Even1nf• ilui on, Del. 
Evana, 787." 1-7-1920. 

t nt d y 01 ver 

Every Evenin_g. 1lm1ngton, Del. "Petition to nam ship for 
liver Ev n •" 4-30-1~27:6. 

Sunday ar, 11 1 
12 mag. aect. 

on, l. "Fir t uto trip. -13-1933, 

Sunday Star, 1lm1ngton, Del. •011ver Evans.• 10-31-1937:8. 

edited b7 John c. Harkness. 
8. 1 bond olum. • 207-217. 

Scurf, J. Tho a. 1ctory of la.are. 1609-1 6. Fhiladel-
phia, L. J. Rio hrds & ao., 1888. av. l: 275. 



37, 
Maude Stevens 
February 27, 1940 

Social Welfare 
Pensions 

The Retirement System of the Jackson and Sharp Plant 
of the American Car and Foundry Company. 

The Jackson and Sharp Company was established in Wilmington at 

the foot of East 8th street in 1863 by Job H. Jackson and Jacob F. 

Sharp. In 1901, the controlling interest in the company was purchased 

by the American Car and Foundry Company; the plant continued as it 

was at the time of this purchase and has since been known as the 

Jackson and Sharp Plant of the American Car and Foundry Company. 

This company, vn~ile it grants a gratuity or pension to its 

employees, has no formal pension plan with rules and regulations. 

The only requirement for eligibility is forty years of continuous 

service, or total and permanent disability. There is no definite 

age set for retirement. 

When an employee has attained the required number of years of 

continuous service he may make application for a pension to the manager 

of the plant. His financial condition is then investigated, and he 

must be examined by a competent physician. After these reports are 

ready, his application is sent to the main offices of this company 

whose accountants determine the amount of gratuity or pension to be 

granted. 

The amount is based on the total earnings of the five years 

prior to the employee's application, and when an application is approved, 

the payments are made semi-monthly. If the death of the pensioner 

should occur before the first payment of the month (that is before 

the 15th) his pension for that month and the following month shall 

be paid to his nearest relative or whomever he has chosen as his 

beneficiary. After these two payrrents, the pension shall cease. 



11 

I 

-2- Social Welfare 
Pensions 

The first pensions of the Jackson and Sharp Plant v,ere paid 

400 

on February 3, 1920 to six retired employees. The number of 

pensioners has varied from year to year, the present number is 22, 

and the total amount of these pensions is ~~660 per month. The entire 

cost of all pensions is borne by the company. 

References: Interview with w~. Richard Carpenter of the 
Jackson and Sharp Plant. 
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Abel, George 
Acacia club, Elsmere 
Academy of music, Wilmington 
Ada.ms, John 
Adams, Maud 
Addams, Jane 
African school society 
Agriculture 
Ainsworth pine covering co. 
Alderman, Dr. 
Aldrich, T.C. 
Aldrich, Thomas W. 
Alison, Francis 
Allen, Alvin 
All en ., Samuel 
Allen, Thomas 
Alrichs, Jacob 
Alrichs, Peter 
Altena. See: Fort Altena. 
Amalgamated leather co. 
American bridge co. 
American car and foundry co. 
American hero (Ship) 
American national red cross. See: Red 
American vulcanized fibre co. 
Americanization 
Amherst, Ld. Jeffery 
Anderson, Johan Gunnar 
Angerstein fuel and feed co. 
A-ppoquinimink path 
A:,nnrentices 
Archaeology 
Arlington mills. 
Armor, Thomas 
Arms of the United States (Inn) Dover 
Armstrong, John 
Artesian water co. 
Arthur, Julie 
Arthur's annarel shop 
Asbestos 
Askew, Dr. H.F. 
.A.spin, John 
Atlas (Ship) 

95 
348 
225 
254 
220, 235 
95 
299 
5 
185 
100 
258 
286 
32 
70, 193 
259, 260 
260 
245, 332 
332 

184 
76 
182, 399 
43 

Cross. 
194 
17 
256 
336 
348 
178 
20 
13 
185 
311, 
36 
206 
347 
226 
37 
185 

312 

296, 303, 
91, 187 
43 

A~ch1l1!.1~-'- _l.!!_r._ &\~\ ....... ~, W ~ ~ eu..,. ~'"""-
..,Augustine bridge 

157, 159 
77 

Augustine pier 
Automobiles 
Ayars, Peter B. 
Ayres, Edward 

Babcock, Miss 
Babcock, William 
Bacon, Walter W. 
Bailey, Arthur L. 
Baird, Charles 

210 
97, 384 
96 
109 

302, 307 
187 
334 
61 
191, 260 

311 



Baird, Charles M. 
Robert S. 

:Baker, John G. 

Baking 

John S. 
Dr. W. W. 

Baltimore, Lord. See: Calvert, Cecilius. 
Baltimore and Ohio R.R. 
:Bancroft, Samuel 

William P. 
13ancroft co. 
Bannard, William N. 
Barbers 
:Barclay, Dr. 
Barkley, J. & brothers. See: Barkley bros. 
Barkley bros. 
'Barrett, Ann 
Barrett, Charles 
:Bartholomew, Prof. 
:Bass, Noah 
Bassett, Richard 
Bauduy, Peter 
Bavarian brewery 
Bayard, Annake Stuyvesant 

Peter 
Bayard family 
Bayard Hotel, Wilmington 
Baynes, Thomas 
Beadenkopf, William 
Benrcroft, Philip 
Becker, Bp. 
Beckerly, John P. 
Bedford, Gunning 
Bedwell, Robert 
Beebe-Shaw hosnital, Lewes 
Beer (Ship) 
Beggs, James H. 
Beggs & Allmond 
Beling, Mr. 
Bell, Jerome 

Rev. Robert 
Bellah, Edward, Iron co. 
Belt, Z. James 
Benson, Nathaniel 
Berl, Eugene Ennalls 
Bethell, J 
Betts, Edward 

Mahlon 
Betts and Pusey 
Betts family 
Bibliography 
:Bicycles 
Biddle, J. 
Big quarterly 
Bijou theater, Wilmington 
Biorch, Ericus 
:Bird - Speakman, inc. 

269 
85 
102, 192 
109 
258 
338 

77, 107-108, 343 
225 
60 
185 
102 
88 
157 

95, 203 
99 
99 
220 
191 
179 
50-51, 328 
188 
177 
177 
179 
228 
259 
355 
150 
262 
92 
52, 58, 175, 324 
16 
202 
179 
71 
193 
126 
200 
94 
203 
107 
102 
263 
25 
181, 366, 368 
181 
181 
191 
1, 5, 7, 12, 13 
64, 194 
381 
97 
225, 229 
93 
37 

402 



Birnie, R.W. & son 
Bishon, George li. 
Bishonstead 
Bissell, Iate. See: Pyle, Kate Bissell 
Black Crook 
Blacksmiths 
Blandy, Thomas B. 
Blatz, Joseph 
Blatz bros. 
Blind 
Blouth, llenry 
Blue Rock Century Club 
Blumenthal, F co. 
Boddy, William 
Bohemia Manor 
Bombay Hook 
Bond machine co. 
Bonney & Bush 
Bostock midway 
Boston Idea.ls 
Boundaries 
Bowe carriage co. 
Boyce, J.J. 
Boyd, Mary A. 
Boyer, J. Walter 
Boynton, Dr. 
Brack-Ex Methodist Church 
Bradfield, Edna Taylor 
Bradford, Mr. 
Bradway, Waddington 
Brady, John 

Mrs. John 
Brend, John li. & co. 
Brandywine, Battle 
Brandywine llundred Fire co. 
Brandywine Park 
Brandywine Springs 
Brandywine SuI!lJllit camp 
Brandywine Village 
Brashears, Z. D. 
Braunsteins (Women• s nnparel) 
Bread. See: Baking 
Breena.n, Peter N. 
Brewing 
Brick 
Brickhouse, J.M. 
'Bridges 
Briggs, Eliza 
Bright, John 
Bringhurst, Edward 

Ferris 
James 

Bringhurst 1 s drug store 
Brooks, Iatherine 
Broom, Jacob M. 
Brosius, Lewis 
Brotherhood of St. Andrew 

186 
371 
65, 198 

221 
216 
305 
184 
184 
361 
188 
357 
184, 195 
187 
176 
210 
64 
191 
85 
220 
111, 135, 138 
338 
265 
368 
371 
301 
348 
278 
298 
91, 95 
96 
96 
38 
251, 252, 253 
357 
274 
89 
199, 212 
56 
296, 300, 302, 305, 306 
37 

312 
188 
69-71, 92, 193 
304 
54, 72-78 
290 
229 
365, 366, 368 
364, 365, 366, 367, 368 
286 
107 
225 
52 
265 
267 

403 
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:Brown, Frank 
Jacob 
John 
Sarah 
Thomas 
W.N. 
Will M. S, 
William 

Bryan, WilliAm Jennings 
Bryant, 0.1. 
Brynberg and Andrews 
Bubblers 
Bubenzer, Daniel 
Buck, C. Douglas 

Mrs. C. Douglas 
Buckalew, Theodore H. 
Buckley, Abrilla 

Jessify 

Buil, Robert Potter 
Bullock, John 
Bunting, Lvdia 
Bupp, Curtis G. 
Burdett, "Bob" 
Burke and Kellum 
Burns & Monaghan 
Burton, Daniel 
Burton, Julia F. 
Bush, David 

George 
George W. & sons co. 
Lewis Potter 
Samuel 
Walter D. 
William 

Bush & Lobdell 
Bush and Warner co. 
Bush family 
Butterfield, Christopher 

Mary 
Byrne, J. Micheal 
Byrne family 

Calvert, Cecilius 
Camera Club. See: Delaware camera club. 
Crunmell, Timothy 
Campbell, Timothy. See: Ca.mnell, Timothy 
CAnby, Edward T. 
Canby, James 
Canby, Samuel 
Canby,Mrs. Samuel 
Canby, Thomas 
Canby, Mrs. William 
CA.nby, William M. 
Canby family 
Candy 
Caner, Dr. 

197 
44 
19? 
290 
51 
265 
236 
340 

82, 225, 266 
291 
15 
369-70 
187 
275 
275 
38 
24 
24 

45 
258 
291 
194 
22? 
90 
187 
150, 160 
263 
51, 206 
206, 286 
51, 206 
365, '366 
206 
206 
260 
191 
186 
51 
340 
340 
195 
195 

116, 135 

341 

196 
65 
51 
365 
51 
365 
365, 368 
274 
203 
155 

404 



Cannon, Harry L. 
Capell, Catherine A. 
Carnival 
Carpenter, Richard 

T. Leslie 
Carriage factories 
Cass, Lewis 
Ceres, (Ship) 
Chad1 s Ford 
Chandler, Gregg 

Charles II 

James T. and son 
William 

Charlotte (Ship) 
Cheek, Nathaniel 
Chanel, N. 
Chestnut Run 
Chicago electric wire co. 
Children's bureau of Delaware 
Christ Church, Dover 
Christian book store 
Christmas 
Church Square, Dover 
Churchman, George 
Circua 
Citizens bank bldg. 
City cornet band 
City hospital, Wilmington 
Clark, John 
Clark family 
Cleland, George 
Clocks 
Cloward, N. Dushane 
Clymer, F.J., co. 

Jacob F. 
Clymer's carriage factory 
Coal 
Cobb, Henry 
Cochran, Charle~ Malcolm 
C6ekran, Andrew 
Coins 
Cole, Rev. Thomas 
Coleman, Bn. 

Joseph 
College of Wilmington 
C0 lumbia (Ship) 
Columbian steam engine 
Columbus Inn 
Comegys, chief justice 
Common, Nathan 
Conard, Rachel 

R,becca 
Condon and McCarty 
Conner, D.W. 

John 
Joshua & son 

Conness and Edwards co. 
Connor, William 

263 
331 
85 
400 
236 
190,217,338 
50,102,57 
26,109 
251.252 
260 
102 
286,381 
113,140 
42 
341 
342 
343 
63,190 
359 
146 
38 
83-84 
146 
102 
232 
216 
237 
362 
342 
198 
95 
50 
237,269 
199 
236 
338 
90,207 

63,190 
263 
22 
81 
296,305,307 
65 
341 
58 
210 
386,394 
198 
198 
342 
28 
27 
187 
316 
316 
38 
225 
22 
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Co.nra~ Rifnry C. 
Convent of the Visitation, Wilmington 
Conwell, Dr. Russell 
Cook, John 
Cook, Bp. Philip 
Cook, Rev. R.:B. 
Cool Spring Reservoir, Wilmington 
Cooling 1 s carriage fRctory 
Cooper, John Y. 

R.M. 
Richard W. 

Cooperage 
Cornish boiler 
Cost and standard of living 
Costume. See: Dress 
Courtney family 
Cox, Martha T. 

William ll. 
Coxe, Esau 

Louis ll. 
Thomas 

Coxe and Allen 
Coxe family 
Craig, George 

John 
Crawford, Theodore r. 

Thomas 
Crawford family 
Cries. See: Vendors 
Crocker, Capt. 
Croquet 
Crosby and Hill 
Crozier, Mary R. 
Culbert, Nathaniel 
Culver, Sanford 
Curb market, Wilmington 
Ourlett, Flora 

L.P. and co. 
Lewis 

Customs. See: Social life and ~tstoms 

Daily reuublican 
Dancing 
Da.nkers, Jasper 
Darbee, Harry C. 
Darby, Scipio 
Darrow, Clarence 
Dro1ntrees, Jasper. See: Dankers, Jas~er 
Davis, Rev. H. n. 

James L. 
Jane 
Martha 
Rachel 

Deaf mutes 
Declaration of independence 
DE'Lagrange, Arnoldus 
Delano, Calvin 
Delaware (Shi'p) 

.200 
103 
227 
256 
65, 267 
260 
53 
338 
227 
265 
265 
187 
396 
245 

190, 275 
27 
109 
70, 193 
70, 193 
68, 70, 193 
70 

260 
197, 238 
277 
146 
277 

109 
49 
37 
290 
216 
305, 316 
279, 280 
92 
60 
260 

200 
88 
176 
263 
340 
265 

260 
263 
328 
328 
328 
295 
254, 255 
177 
23 
276 
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Delaware. University 

Delaware Ave., Wilmington 
Bay 
camera club 
construction co. 
Yemale Institute. 
1louse, Wilmington 
light and :power co. 
river 
Society of Colonial 
state fair assn. 
tercentenary 

Delmarvia telenhone co. 
Denio, Asa 
Desco corn. 
deSourci, 
D8verell bros. 
DeVo-u, James L. 

Marquise 

Lawrence 
Mary 

Diamond match co. 
state car snring 
state iron co. 

Dickerson family 
· Dickinson, John 
Didie, Dr. 
Directories 
Dixey, Henry 
Dixon, Sanniel P. 

Thomas 
Dockstader, Mrs. Emma 

William L. 
Dodd, Rev. Julius 
Dogs 
Dougherty livery stables 
Dover 
Dowdle, Richard 
Downey, Stephen 
Downing, Thomas 
Downward, James 
Drama 
Draper, Dr. James A. 
Drein, Thomas, & sons. 
Dress 
Drew, John 
Drug stores 
Dry goods stores 
Duche, Mr. 
Duck Creek 
Dulany, Martin 
Duncan, John A. 
DuPont, Alfred I. 

co. 

407 

33, 293, 295, 300, 304, 305, 310, 320, 
321 

100 
127 
30 
73 

See: Wesleyan Female collegiate institute. 
228 
347 
111, 127 

Dames of America 333,335 
349 
185, 334 
102, 204, 231 
92 
186 
53 
95 
103 
187 
103 
190 
195 
103-104, 183 
69 
52, 252, 
51 
218-219 
220 
312 
260 
224 
224 
260 
274 
217 
146 
342 
185, 339 
51 
187 
225, 239 
276 
186 

254 

37, 
226 
107 

87, 180 

37 
159 
151, 158, 324 
342 
259, 302 
214 

Mrs . .Alfred Victor 
Ellen. See: Buck, Mrs. 
Francis Gurney 

C.Douglas 
334 

65 
1lenry R. 
Lrunmot 
Pierre S. 

276 
275, 359 
263 



DuPont, T. Coleman 
Victor 
William 
building, Wilmington 
co. See: DuPont de Nemours, E. l . , 
de Nemours, E.I.,co. 

du Racher, John Garascher. See: Garascher 
Dutch in Delaware 

Eagle (Ship) 
Earley, Thomas J. 

275 
104, 305 
104 
199 

co. 
198 

du Rocher, John 
240 

ER st wood, Rev. T. B, ,-
Eden, William . ~a.e. ·. ~~\.,.,..:~, w~ €~-, \, O,M'"' 
Eden Hall, Wilmington ' 

256 
216 
260 
~ 
88, 239 

Edge, Joshua P. 
Edge Moor bridge co. 

iron co. 
Terrace 

Edgewood Ilill s 
Education 
Education of women 
Edwards, Mrs. Ethel Strickland 
Eising & L~ng 
Elections 
Electric hose and rubber co. 
Elks carnival 
Ellicott family 
Elliott, Col. George E. 
Elsmere 

athletic clu'b 
civic club 
Presbyterian church 
Townneonle 1 s association 

Emmons, Harry 
England, Eliza 

Elizabeth 
Es-oiona.ge 
Evan, Evan 
Evans, Alex 

Charles 
Evan 
George 
John 
Jonathan 
Jose-ph 
Oliver 
Theophilous 
Thomas 

Evening journal 

Fahey, John C. 
Fair View 
Fairs 
Fallon, Jose-ph 
Family society, Wilmington 
Faris, Jacob 
Farrar, 11 Canon11 

Faulk:land Mills 
Jederal writers' project 

183 
73 
216 
355 
355 
31,269,282,326,374 
296,300, 302,305,306,~07,327 
225 
195 
149 
63, 190, 276 
85 
394 
334 
343 
349 
348, 349 
348 
345 
355 
28 
27 
166 
169 
305 
384 
384, 385 
385 
20, 385 
385 
385 
384-98 
385 
385 
200 

85 
351 
85, 349 
330 
259 
323 
65 
384, 388, 398 
110 

408 



Feeney, John T. 
Feld spar 
Female collegiate institute. See: 
rences 
Ferd Fullmer chorus 
Ferguson, ~eorge 
Ferris, .A.nna M. 

:Benjamin 
John 
William 
Zachariah 
Ziba 

Ferris Bros. 
Ferris family 
Fibre industry 
Finley, Gnrrett and Wilson 
Finnegan, John 
Finny, David 
Finns in Delaware 
Fire protection 
Fish market, Wilmington 
Fisher, Susan 
Fishers (Women's apparel shop) 
Fitch, John 
Flinn, E. S. 

Evan F. 
R. 'B. 

Flinn family 
Flinnview 
Floyd, Samu.el 
J'oo, Ching Ling 
Forbes, Aaron 

ilirAm 
Mnrion 
Samuel D. 
William ll. 

Ford, Edward ll. 
Forest Park 
Fort Altena 
Fort Casimir 
Fort Christina 
Foster, Eliza Tomlinson 
Foulk, William i. 

38 
195 

Wesleyan Female collegiate institute 
240 
236 
203 
68 
51, 67, 68 
51, 57, 68 
68 
52 
299 
262 
67 
194 
185 
237 
256 
337 
238 
280 
16 
37 
384 
316 
312 
316 
352, 353 
352 
365 
221 
48 
48 
48 
48 
48 
214 
345-6 
241 
241 
333, 335 
168 
92 

Fountain Society. See: Wilmington Fountain 
Fourth St., Wilmington 

Society. 
37 

Fox, David 
ella 

:!'raim, Clarence 
Franklin, Benjamin 
Freeman, John 
Freihofer baking co. 
Friends' School, Wilmington 
Fritz, Daniel 

George 
Fuel 
Furbee, Jacob 

187 
220 
96 
58 
36 
338 
273 
92 
92 
90 
36 
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The Gables 
Gnlbra.i th, R. 
Gale, llenry 
Gallagher, J. J. 
Gambling 
Gambrill, Melville 
Garascher du Racher, John 
G~resche, John Peter 
Garesche house, Wilmington 
Garretson, Jacob M. 
Garrett, Charles 

iarry 
Philip 
Samuel 
William 
Wm. R. 

Garrett family , 
Garrick theater, Wilmington 
Garrison, Gamaliel 

Jacob M. See: Garretson, Jacob M. 
Garrity, Ann 
Gas 
Gassaway, Gerrish 
Gatta & Xaiser 
Gause, llarlan 

J. Taylor 
William R. 

Gawthrop, Charles S. 
plumbing co; 

Geisendorfer, George 
Gelderse Blom (Ship) 
General Washington (Inn) Dover 
General Washington (Ship) 
George, V.P. 
German Hall, Wilmington 
Germania society 
Gibbons, ienry 

James 
s 
William 
William a. 
William i. 

Giles, Samuel 
Gilpin, Joshua 

Thomas 
Vincent 

Girelius, Rev. Dr. Lawrence 
Girl Scouts 
Glass 
Globe restaurant, Wilmington 
Goddin, Adeline 

Margaret 
Golden, John 
Goldey commercial college 
Gooden, Margaret. See: Goddin, Margaret 
Gordon, John 
Gordon Heights 
Gossen, llerman 
Gouert, Charles W. 
Gouley, Mr. 

100 
362 
126 
274 
91, 202 
192 
99 
328, 329 
99 
259 
27 
101 

365 
27 
27 
101 
96, 101 
224 
263 

274 
96 
208 
217 
102 
181, 367 
102 
182 
202 
200 
179 
36 
26, 44 
260 
236 
228 
261 
174, 175 
174 
198, 278 
181 
203 
161, 164 
23, 24 
23, 24, 58 
169 
58 
359 
195 
201 
331 
331 
221 
60 

355 
211, 355 
64, 195, 236 
102 
211 
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Grace M.E. Church, Wilmington 
Graham, llenry T. 

Jane llawthorn 
Rev. Walter Scott Finney 
William 

Grand Union Hotel, Wilmington 
~rant, W. T. , Co. 
Gray, George 
Great awakening 
GreatrAJ<:e, Laurence 
Green, Aloysis 

Dad, See: Green, J.Clarenee 
Daniel 
J. Clarence 
Mrs. J. Clarence 

Green room club 
~reenwood, Bertha 
~reenwood book shop, inc. 
Gregg, Harvey E. 

Mrs. Harvey E. 
Gregg Ave., Wilmington 
Gregg and Bowe 
Grimshaw, Miss 
Grimshaw, Dr. Arthur II. 
Groves, James II. 
Grubb, Emmanuel 

Ilannah 
James 
John 

Gwinner, H. W. 

Hadley, Noble 
Hagley Yard 
Hagy, Jacob 
Hakkila, Vaino 
Rall, Pauline 

Willard 

Halliday, Eliza 
Eliz~heth C. 

Hamilton, Joseph S. 
Hamilton and Elliott 
Hammitt, E.M. 
Hammond, William 
Hance, Hance 
Hancock, John 
Handy, L Irving 
Hannah (Ship) 
Hardwicke, lord 
Ha.re & Morgan 
Harkness, Prof. 

D.W. 
Harlan, David (W.) 

Samuel 
Harlan and Hollingsworth co. 
Harmonson, Charles Leland 
Harrar, Benjamin E. 

411 

212, 217, 268 
231 
20 
317 
20 
188 
30 
278 
158 
23,24 
265 

265 
96 
96 
239 
85 
38 
352 
352 
352 
278 
307 
291,320 
287 
351 
171,173 
95 
171,173,175 
261 

239 
214 
2? 
337 
220 
258,285,291,299,302,311,~12,313,32?, 

378,381,382 
291 
282 
263 
46 
274 

91,225 
20 
255 
223 
42 
122 
196,202 
273 
260 
269 
181,260 
102,181,189,275 
263 
345-6 



Harris, 'Barney 
Robert s. 

Hart Bros. 
Hartman & Fehrenbach 
Harvey, E.A. 

Ed.rau.nd 
Holstein 
Huxley 
Job 
John M. 
Sarah 
William 

Haslet, John 
Hastings, Washington 
Haughey, Mr. 
Hawkins, William E. 
Hawthorn, Jane See: Graham, Jane Hawthorn 

William 
Hayes, E.L. 

Dr. Josenh R. 
Head of Elk 
Heald, Joshua 
Health, Henry 
Health. See: Hygiene. 
Hebb, Miss 
Heermans. See: Herman 
Hei~ler, Frank w. 
Heisler & Co. 
HP-isler family 
Hemphill, William 
Hemphill 1 s wharf, Wilmington 
Hem-pstead, T. 
Hendricksen, Isru1c 
Herman, Augustine 

Ephraim GMrge 
J.A. 

Herman & :lella.r 
Hermans. See also: Herman 
Hession, Owen J. 
Heyd, John 
High schools 
Hillcrest 
Hillcrest Methodist Church 

Hilles, Eli 
Miss M. S. 
Samuel 

Hilles & Jones co. 
Hillis, Dwight C. 

William S. 
Hillman, Martha 

William 
Hitchens, Victor C. 
Hockey, Harry 
Hoffecker, Frank 

James F. 
Holcomb, Bankson T. 

26 
183 
90,195 
188 
185 
185 
103 
185 
52,99 
1011,107 
99 
185 
52,254 
103, 196 
253 
102 

20 
371 
259,294 
251 
219 
51 

273 

216 
216 
187 
42,47 
42 
304,305 
47 
176, 178, 179 
112,177,178 
179-180 
221 

90 
265 
299,300,311,320 
355 
357 
258,378 
266 
367 
189 
208 
199 
27 
27 
263 
225 
260 
265 
263 
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Hollingsworth, Eli 
Elijah 
Jacob 
Ja.mes 

Holly, Bp. 
Holly Tree Inn, Wilmington 
Holsti, E. Rudolph W. 
"Home weekly" 
Hooge, Alexander 
Hoones, Edgar M 
Hopkins-Lawson Co. 
Hon-per, DeWolf 

s. 
Horn, Charles 
Horses 
Hos-pi tale 
Houdini, Harry 
Houston, Robert G. 
Howard, O. O. 
Howard School, Wilmington 
Howe, Gen. William 
Howell, George 
Howland, Charles S. 

Charles W. 
Mrs. Charles W. 

Rowlandsville, Md. 
Huber & Co. 
Huber baking co. 
Hughes, James H. 
Hull, Cordell 
Humphrey, Mr. 
Hutchins, Mrs. C.G. 

Charles 
Charlotte 

Huxley, Elisha 
Hyatt, John Price 
Hyatt's military academy 
Hygeia ice co. 
Hygiene 
Hyrups theatre, Wilmington 

Ice 
Indenture. See: Apprentices 
Indians 
"Informer" 
"Informer red book 11 

Ingleside 
Inglis, Charles 

Mary Vining 
Insane 
Institute building, Wilmington 
Insurance 
Intrenid (Shi'p) 
Iron Hill 
Iron. industry 
Irvine, James 
Ives, :Sen,jamin 

282 
181 
253 
259 
65 
260 
337 
262 
51 
200 
38 
220 
310 
188 
201,220 
362 
221 
263 
272 
272 
253 
51 
182 
365 
365 
185 
38 
338 
85, 263 
336 
126 
291 
282 
282 
286 
334 
273 
193 
54 
229 

193 

305 
218 
218 
65 
145 
156,157, 162 
320 
60 
199 
43 
251 
185 
252 
26 
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Jackson, Ellwodd C. 
Jackson, Job H. 
J a.ckson and Sharp co. 
James II 
James, Thomas 
James (Ship) 
Jensen, Marie 
Janvier, Miss 
Jarvis, Bp. 
Je-andell, Wm. T. 
Jefferson, Thomas 
Jefferson (Ship) 
Jefferson temperance soc. 
Jerrell, J.H. 
Jersey Lily. See: Langtry, Lily 
Jester and McDaniel 
Johnson, Benjamin 

John 
Jones, Daniel 

Elizabeth Rhoades 
Frank 
Harriet 
John 
Lorenzo T. 
Nick 
Sally 
W.P. 
Washington 
William 

Joughlin, John 
Junkin, E. D. 

Ieables, Dr. T.A. 
Iean, Matthew 

Thomas 
Iechmle, Leonard 
lCellum, W.T. 
Ielly, John M. 
Ielly's soap factory 
Iemp, R.D. 
Iendall, E. 8tis 
Kennard-Pyle co. 
Kennett apartments, Wilmington 
Kent, B. Lundy 
Kent hardware co. 
Kent lumber co. 
Keyes, Clarence E. 
Killen 
Kinder, Charles H. 
King, Rev. Dr. 
King St., Wilmington 
Kinsman, B-p. 
Kirkman, George E. 
Klair, A. Frank 
Klund, Elmer 
Knight, Dubre 
Knights of labor 
Koerner, Louis 

182 
101, 182, 368, 399 
100, 182, 399 
112, 116, 138, 140 
21 
41 
220 
309 
154 
313 
166 
109 
259 
265 

201 
260 
259 
363 
363 
360 
27 
181, 256, 312 
263 
229 
27 
28 
260 
27, 52 
43, 46 
301 

92 
329 
26,45,52 
23 
265 
91 
187 
371 
305 
37 
103 
192 
96 
67 
263 
256 
263 
212 
37 
65 
201,217 
263 
93 
314 
191 
189 



ll 

II 
II 

I 

Krauter, Wilhelmina 
Krebs nigment and color coru.,Newport. 
Krebs School, Newport 
Kuln, Eli S. 
Kungsholm (Shir,) 
Kurtz, Charles C. 

John D. 
William F. 

Labadie Tract 
Lacklen, Mary 
Lacklen family 
Lamborn, E. 
Lancaster Ave., Wilmington 
Lang, W. & J. 
Langtry, Lily 
Lantern slide interchange 
Latimer, Mrs. G.A. 

George 
Rev. George A. 
Henry 
J.B. 
James 

Latrobe, Rev. B.H. 
Benjamin 

Latta., John E. 
Law, John 
Lea, Eliza. N. Corbit 

James 
John 

Lea Mill 
Lea.ch, Al. 
Leather 
Lee, Alfred E. 

Preston 
Richard Henry 

Leibowitz 1 s department store 
Lemon, David 
Lena-pe Park 
Lengel, John 
11Levy11 

Lewes, Del. 
Lewis, Enoch 

Mary E. 
William 

Liberty (Ship) 
Liberty Hall, Dover 
Libraries 
Lighthouses 
Lincoln, Anna Todd 
Linda.mere 
Linton, Elizabeth 
Lippard, George 
Little Mill creek 
Li very stables 
Living expenses. See: Cost and sts.ndard of 
Lloyd, J. V. 
Lobdel, George G. 
J,obdel Car Wheel Foundry 

187 
354,385 
354 
315,316,317 
336 
93,338 
93,236,338 
93 
178 
96 
96 
313 
37 
95,20'.;,338 
182 
~o 
366 
386,391,395 
365 
304 
304 
390 
260 
52 
263 
189 
263 
51, 57,324 
171,172 
185 
220, 234 
52,62,6B,184,191,195,277 
65,94 
102 
254 
37 
203 
210 
188 
81 
261 
51 
263 
51 
26, 45 
36 
60,302,320 
358 
334 
355 
27 
298 
343 
201,217 
living. 
260 
259 
191 
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Loflp.nd, James R. 
John 

Logue, George F. 
Long Neck 
Lore, Charles B. 

Emma 13. 
Lore bldg., Wilmington 
Lotteries 
Loughwy family 
Lowe, Harry W. 

Washington 
Lucy Ann (Shi-p) 
Ludlow, A.13. 
Lumley, Dr. Walter 
Lyceum Theater, Wilmington 
Lynam, Harvey P. 

John 
John R. 

Lyric Theater, Wilmington 

McAllister, Thomas 
McArthur, John 
McCall, Florrie 

Frederick 
McCash, Winifred 
McCaulley, Samuel 
McClafferty, Kate 
McClung, John 

Mrs. R. 
McComb, Henry Simoson 
McComb & Tilton 
McComb family 
Mccorkle, Thomas 
McCullough, Jethro J. 
McCullough Iron co. 
McDaniel, DP-laplaine 
McDaniel & Merrihew 
McDermott, Marc 
McDouell, Thomas 
McDowell, l3p. 

Robert 
Macferran, Samu.el 
McGona.gale, David 
Mcinall, Mr. 
Mack, Edward R. 
McKaig, Edward 
McKay, Read J. 
McKean, Thomas 
McKinley, John 
McKinly, John 
McLane, Rev. D8 yton 
M1Lane, James Ed.ward 
MacLary, C. W. 
McLary, Robert P. 
McLear & Kendall 
McMullen, Richard C. 
McNutt, 13. 

R. 
s. 

305 
262 
38 
178 
104, 2.'36 
236 
276 
58,103 
26 
201,217 
261 
109 
304 
348 
225 
353 
312 
353 
225 

259 
51 
200 
237 
360 
259,300,378 
88 
299 
259 
273,276 
36,42,46 
276 
102,260 
185,260 
185 
185 
64,194 
225 
328,329 
267 
259 
27 
26 
101 
334,371 
260 
52 
58,254,255,256 
51 
251,252,253 
264 
25 
353 
353 
190,338 
263 
316 
316 
315,316 
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McVaugh, Mrs. Margaret 
Madison, James 
Madison St., Wilmington 
Magaw, Sa:muel 
Magicians 
Mahaffy, Margaret H. 

Mary 
Majestic Theater, Wilmington 
Malcolm, Rev. T.S. 
Malone, John L. 
Mammele, C. Canby 

Gottlieb 
Mansure and Prettyman 
Marcus Hook Rear Light 
Maria (Ship) 
Maris, George 
Market House, Wilmin~ton 
Market St., Wilmington 
Marks, Rev. L~fayette 
Marr, John R. 
Marriage 
Mars works, Philadelphia 
Martin, Joseph H. 
Mary Ann (Ship) 
Maryland Ave., Wilmington 
Masonic Temple, Wilmington 
Matches 
Mayhew, George 
Mehaffey, James H. 
Mendenhall, Henry O. 
Mendinhall. See: Mendenhall 
Mennonites 
Merrick, John 
Methodists 
Meyers, John 
Miles, James L. 
Milford Bard. See: Lofland, John 
Milk sup-oly 
Mill Creek Hundred 
Miller, Townsend W. 
Miller's drug store 
Mills 
Mills family 
Millwood family 
Minquas fire co. 

mills 
Minstrel shows 
Mispillion 
Moll, John 
Monges, John 
Monroe, Dr. George 
Montgomery R. 
Moody, Edmund P. 
Moody and Sankey 
Moore, Charles 

Enoch 
Enoch jr. 
Howard R. 
Thomas 
William Q. 

360 
58 
37 
165 
221 
282 
101,273 
229 
321 
102 
90 
90,195 
38 
358 
47 
238,239 
60,278,279 

37,274 
260 
216 
363 
394 
200 
206 
37 
220 
190,274,275 
353 
204 
103,183 

248 
276 
212,324 
260 
310 

96 
251 
202 
107 
384 
92,183 
352 
354 
185 
222 
151,161 
112,177 
355 
52 
316 
95,102 
225 
183,260 
92,183 
183 
263 
21 
362 
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Morning news 
Morris, John iV. 
Morrow, James B. 

James C. 
Robert 

Morse, Henry G. 
Mrs. Henry G. 

Mothers' advisory council 
Mount Pleasant Jr. High School 
Moving pictures 
Mullin, Charles 
Mullins, Jas.T. 
Murray, Dr. Roger. 
Music 
Mutch, Rev. Andrew 

Nation, Carrie 
Negroes 
Nields, Judge John P. 
Neill, Hugh 
Neisner bros., inc. 
New Amstel. See: New Castle 

200 
194 
259 
216 
102 
181 
239 
19 
357 
229 
67,184,192 
38 
371 
205,236,269,308,309,317 
267 

100 
21 
334 
147,159,161 
39 

New OAstle 7,112,117,241,301 
New Castle coungy assn. for the improvement of public schools. 318 
New Castle county teachers assn. See: Teachers assn • . of New Castle 
New Castle leather co. 184 
New Castle ~resbytery 31 
New Jersey steel and iron co. 74 
New York (Ship) 176 
Newark Academy 293 
Newberry, Thurman H. 397 
News~apers 200 
Nicholson, Col. 154 

John 393 
Night schools 17,60,294 
Niles, Hezekiah 14 

Mary J. 291 
Nohlit, Dell. 258 
North America (Ship) 109 
NorthEast, Md. 185 
North side improvement co. 73 
Norton, William Augustus 295,321 
Norwood, Rev. Robert 267 

Oelt Grove 
OakGrove-Elsmere fire co. 
Oberley, Charles 

Howard 
James 
James, co. 

Odd Fellows Hall, Wilmington 
Ogborn, Mary A. 
Ogilvie, John 
Old ferry 
Olf Ferry Rolling mills 
Old Soldiers• Park, Wilmington 
Old Swedes Church, Wilmington 
Old Town Hall. See: Town Hall 

345 
347 
193 
193 
193 
71 
228 
27 
159 
53 
183 
274 
93 
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11 

Opera 
Opera houae, Wilmington 
Organ factory 
Osgood, Laura A.L. 
Ostram, Henry 
Overstocks, George W. 
Paper 
Parker, Alt on :S. 
Parker, John J. 
Parkins, Alex 
Parsons and Wilson 
Patten,Major 
Patterson, Gen. 

Charles, L. 
Robert 

Patzowsky, Richard 
Payton, Corse 
Pea Patch Island 
Penn, John 

Richard 
Thomas 
William 

Pennington, Thomas 
Pennsylvania R.R. 
Pennsylvania University 
Penny Hill 
Penny Hill Terrace 
Pensions, Industrial 
Penton, Ranier 
People's Settlement 
Perpetual loan assn. 
Perry, Thomas J. 
Peters, Joseph 

Richard 
Philadel~hia and Lancaster trunnike co. 
Photography 
Pickels, Zacharia 
Pickles, Henry F. 
Pickwick theater, Wilmington 
Pierce, Anne 
Pierson, Daniel 
Pinkerton, David 
Pitt, Margaret 
Playhouse, Wilmington 
Pohlman, F. 
Poinsett, Asa 
Poinsett family 
Pontiac 
Poole, J. Morton co. 

William 
Porter, Robert 

Williard Hall 
Post Office, Wilmington 
Postles, J. Parke 
Potter, Arthur M. 

James 
Powers and Weightman 
Presbyterian academy, Wilmington 

88,220 
220,223,239 
197 
290,291 
212 
25 
24,64,195 
223 
109 
305 
302 
52 
256 
103 
58 
102,184 
220 
117, 126, 135 
120 
155 
155 
112,116,117,135,140 
312 
107-108 
33 
355 
355 
399 
341 
94 
203 
265 
51 
154 
395 
30 
260 
195,217 
229 
27 
184 
259 
225 
226 
310 
259 
92,193 
154 
189 
368,372 
258,286 
101,239 
276,278 
101 
359 
252 
63 
308 
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Price, James 
Primrose & West 
Printing 
Prior, Rev. Azariah 
Prue, John R. 
Punishment 
Pusey, Charles W. 

Edward R. 
Emalea See: Warner, Emalea Pusey 
James 
Jonas 
Joshua 
Joshua L. 
Lea 
Sa..-nuel N. 
and Jones. See: Pusey, Jones & Co. 

Pusey family 
Pusey, Jones & Co. 
Pyle, Howard 

Mrs. Kate :Bissell 
Sarah Webb 

The Quaker 
Quaker Hill, Wilmington 
Quigley, I. Trimble 

P.acher, John Garascher 
Rantuml, Ashton P.. 
Raskob, John J. 
11 P.ate war" 
Rawlins, Alva C. 
Rawnsley, Benjamin 
P.a.ymond, G. H. 

J. 
T.O. 

Raymond and brothers 
Read, George 
Recreation 
Red Olay creek 
Red cross 
Reed, George Ed,.,ard 
Reedy Island 
Refugees 
Regester, C.H. 

C.H.G. 
Reid, Anna G. 

Hannah Jane 
Reilly, P. 
Remington machine co. 
Repauno chemical co. 
Rex, Charles 
Reybold, Major 
Reynolds, Prof. Wm. A. 
Rhees, Rev, M.J. 
Rhoades, Calvin B. 

du. See: Garaseher 

278 
222 
103 
310,311 
265 
340 
102,182 
193 

378,381. 
259,285,327 
102,181 
259 
193 
181 

191 
102,181,278 
188 
236 
95 

156 
53 
102,184 

du Rachar, 
265 
231 
107,210 
263 
238 
28 
28 
27 
27 
254 
88 
251 
359 
223 
178 
55 
265 
265 
27 
27 
315 
189 
198 
189 
210 
273 
320 
237 

John. 

Elizabeth. See: Jones, 
Rhoads, George A. 
Rice, John 

Elizabeth Rhoades. 
263 
299 
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Rich, Capt. 
Richard's Ladies Ap-oarel 
Richardson, Wm. P. 
Riddle, James 
Riddle family 
Ritchie, John 
Robelen, Harry F. 

W. G. 
Robelen ~iano store 
Robeson, D.S. 
Robinson, Francis 

Mrs. Gilbert 
John T. 
Margaret F. 

The Rocks. See: Fort Christina. 
Rodeo 
Rodney, Caesar 

Caesar A. 
Judge Richard S. 
Thomas 

Rodney Court apartments, Xilmington 
Roe, Samuel 
Rogers, John M. 
Roosevelt, Franklin Delano 
Rope 
Ross, Katherine 
Routledge, 11 Cannon 11 

Rowan, Archibald Hamilton 
Rubber 
Rudolph, Hans 
Rugby Academy, Wilmington 
Rumford, Mary 
Rumford family 
Rush, Benjamin 
Russell, Edith 
Ryan, Thomas Fortune 
Ryden, George Herbert 

St.Andrews Church, Wilmington 
St.John's Cathedral, Wilmington 
St.Mary's Church, Wilmington 
Saint Mary's College, Wilmington 
St.Paou 1 s M.E.Church, Wilmington 
S13,lfner & co. 
Salfner building, Wilmington 
Saltzgiver, Luther 
Salvation army 
Samonisky, Harris 
Sanders, Geroge L. 
Sanitation 
Sargeant, A. 
Saulsbury, Willard 
Savery, Thomas 
Savings fund bldg.,Wilmington 
Schilders. See: Dan..~ers, Jasper. 
School houses 

176 
37 
263 
45 
185 
238 
236 
189, 263 
233,236 
204 
52 
365 
302 
263 

233 
251,254,255,256 
53 
334 
254 
103 
165 
103 
336 
187 
237 
66 
166 
63 
51 
273 
291 
69,274 
58 
95 
197 
334 

215,268 
215 
272 
303,314,322 
229,237,293 
216 
273 
194 
189 
334 
345 
368 
260 
104 
182 
229 

269,281,286,348 
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Scott, Rev. Alfred 
Harlan 
Henry P. 
Levi 

Scull, Hannah W. 
Seal, Joseph 
Sears Roebuck & co. 
Sebo, John 
Second Street, Wilmington 
Seidel, Henry B. 
Seidel & Hastings 
Sellers, Jacob 
Semole, Anne 
Sergeant, John 
Servants 
Servants. See also: Apprentices 
Shallcross, Joseph 
$harder, Abraham 
Sharp, Jacob 

Jacob F. 
Shaw, 'B.F. co. 
Shellpot park 
The Shelter, Wilmington 
Sheppard, Frank 
Sherwood, Walter 
Shields, J.:S. 
Ship building industry 
Ship chandlers 
Shi~ley, Elizabeth Lewis 

Hannah 
Sarah 
William 

Shoe makers 
Show beef day 
Shurly, Richard 
Sibley, E. 
Siegbohn, Manne 
Silver's 5¢, 10¢ & $1.00 stores 
Sil view 
Simmons, Capt. 

William 
Simmons brothers 
Simpson, George 

Joseph Stacy 
Sirenius, Sigfrid 
Skating 
Skinner, Abraham 
Slade, Professor 
Slates 
Slavery 
Slayter, Peter. See: Sluyter, Peter 
Sluyter, Peter 
Small, Sam 
Smith, Rev. Dr. 

Charles H. 
Clement C. 
James 

93 
93 
93,102 
93 
27 
181 
39 
258 
37 
103, 196 
103, 196 
22 
365 
135 
20 

58 
259 
182 
100, 399 
196, 202 
88-89 
27 
199 
237 
312,317 
56,181 
186 
56 
365,366 
366 
56 
186-187 
279 
22 
316 
336 
39 
352 
109 
260 
203 
260 
392-3 
337 
92 
51 
48 
271,326 
328 

176 
227 
155,157 
186 
182 
259 



Smith, John E. 
Dr. Robert 
Thomas B. 
William 

Smith & Painter 
Smithers, Joseoh 
Smyth, Clement B. 

David 
Social life and customs 
Solomon, J. Milt. 
Souder, Elwood & co. 
Southerland, earl 
Spencer, Pet er 
Sperry, Watson R. 
Spesuti Island 
Spiritualists 
Springer, Morley and Gause. 
Standard of living. See: Cost and standard 
"Star" 
Starr, Louisa Rebecca 

Lydia 
State fair assn. See: Delaware state fair 
Steel, Alexander 
Steele, Elisha A. 

Joseph 
Stern & co. 
Stevenson, Alfred 

J.W. See: Steven~on, W.J. 
W.J. 

Stewart, Charles T. 
Elizabeth 
Katherine E. 
S.R. 

Stewart family 
Stidham, Lewis 

Timothy 
Stilly, John 
Stimple Hall, Wilmington 
Stockton, John 
Stoeckle brewery 
Stone, George W. 
Stowe, Harriet Beecher 
Strickland, Ethel 

Mabel 
Strikes 
Stuyvesant, Peter 
Sunday, 11:Billy" 
Sunday schools. 
Sunday Star. See: Star. 
Superior (Ship) 
$u1')plee, Mr. 
Svedberg, Theodor 
Swanwick (Ship) 
Swedenborgian Church, Wilmingt8n 

259 
58 
366 
171 
195 
312 
103,183 
286 
86 
90 
38 
119 
97 
200 
253 
48 
185 

of living. 
200 
28-29 
27 

assn. 
21 
263 
51 
38 
260 

299 
67 
290 
"67 
304 
67 
51 
52 
169 
260 
45,51 
188 
186,260 
221 
225 
225 
191 
179 
266 
293,322 

109 
100 
336 
43,46 
101 

Swedes in Delaware 
Swedish tercentennry. 
Sweeney's pump 

333,336 
See: Delaware tercentenary 

367,370 
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Swift, Joseph 
William H. 

Swift & Courtney 

Taggart, Mrs. M.L. 
Talley, Wesley 
Tanguy, William S. 
Tatlow, L. 
Tatnall, E. 

Taxation 

Edward 
Jose-ph 
Thomas 

Taylor, Andrew 
Edward. T. 
T. Clarkson 
Thomas 

Taylor and Fullerton 
Teachers assoc. of New Castle County 
Teague, James 
Teas, Joseph, co. 
Telephone 
Temperance 
Temperance alliance 
Temperance Hall,Wilmington 
"Temperance Herald" 
Temple, Magdalena 
Tercentenary. See: Delaware tercentenary. 
Text books 
Thalweg 
Thatcher, Albert P. 
Theater 
Thomas, Catherine 

John 
William 

Thomas Clyde (Ship) 
Thompson, Denman 
Three lower counties 
Three Rose buds 
Thurston, Harry 
Tindall family 
Tobacco 
Tobin, Auhberry 
Todd, George W. 

John W. 
Tomkins, Rev. Floyd 
Tomlinson, Elizabeth, 

John 
Joseph 
Owen 
Rachel 
SA.rah 

Toner, PE1trick 
Town Hall, Wilmington 
Townsend, Charles 

George W. 
Job 
John G. ,Jr. 
L. Scott 

424 

190, 275 
190,275 
190,274 

212 
291,321 
210,217 
315,316 
20? 
190,275 
50 
51, 57 
240 
258 
260 
273 
42 
107 
301,303,309,311,314,315,316,317 
340 
196 
204 
149,258 
260 
259 
261 
22 

271,283 
128,129 
260 
220 
27 
308 
27 
210 
221 
140 
220,234 
221 
92 
244 
342 
101,183,184,265 
237 
267 
168 
168 
168,171,173 
274 
168 
168 
216 
50 
93 
93 
312 
265 
239 



Toys 
Transportation 
Travel. See: Transnortation 
Tree, Beerbohm 
11Tribune-Standard11 

Trident (Shi'p) 
Trinity School, Wilmington 
Truscott, Charles 
Turner, O.E. 
Tusculum 

Ullman, John James 
Union St., Wilmington 
University Club, Wilmington 
Ursuline Academy, Wilmington 

Valentine, J.S. 
VanDeusen, Rev. 
Vandever, Aubrey 

H.W. Co. 
Peter 

Van Kleeck, Berent 
Van Rpnsselaer, Jeremias 
Vasa order of America 
Vaughan, Dr. 

J.F. 
Mrs. J.F. 

Vendors 
Vernon, George 

Wes 
Victoria theatre, Wilmington 
Vining, Miss 

:Benjamin 
John 
Mary 
Mary Middleton 

Virden, ' Thomas J. 
Visiting Nurses Assn., Wilmington 
Vital statistics 
Vorsman. See: Sluyter, Peter 

W & N R.R. 
Wagner, M. Channing 
•a.gon factories. See: Carriage factories. 
Wainwright, John W. 
Wales, Isabelle 

John 
Leonard E. 
Mrs. Leonard. E. 

Walker, Anna Lee 
Wallaston, Samuel 
Wallsmith, John 
Wa.lrave, Gysbert 
Walters, Robert 
Wanamaker, John 
Ward, Ohristouher L. 
Warfield, David 

83-84 
209 

226 
261 
256 
310 
30 
298,308,309 
53 

53 
37 
278 
103,188 

259 
310 
199,213 
38 
72,355 
103 
179 
337 
277 
258 
366 
224 
200 
200 
229 
53 
156 
156 
156 
156 
263 
359 
16 

210 
281 

96 
236 
378 
104 
236 
264 
286 
238 
346 
237 
226 
239,334 
226 
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Warner, Alfred D. 
Charles 
Charles Co. See: Warner Co. 
E. Tatnall 
Ema.lea Pusey 
John 
Jose-ph 
William 
William Y. 

Warner co. 
Warwick, Charles F. 
Washington, George 
Water St., Wilmington 
WRter sunnly 
Wat~on, Herbert T. 

Lilias 
Silvey 

Way, Nicholas 
Wayne, Anthony 
Webb, :Benjamin 

Emily 
James 
T. n. 

Webster, Prof. 
Albert G. 
John 
Sarah 

Weeden, Capt. 
Weightman, William 
Weights and measures 
Weir, Elizabeth 

William 
Weldin, C. Wesley 
Welsh, Lewis A. 
Wesleyan female collegiate institute,Wilm. 
West, Thomas 
West India co. 
Westbrook, W. T. 
Whaling 
Wharton, Charles M. 
Wheeler, J.S. 
Wheel rights 
White, :Bishop 
White, Jacob Reese 

John 
Whitefield, George 
Whitley, Henry 
Wild west. See: Rodeo. 
Williams, Barney 

Grace 
Thomas M. 

Williamson, Nicholas G. 
Willing, Thomas 
Willis, Ivanhoe 

Joseuh 
The Willows 
Wilmington 
Wilmington (Ship) 

193,207 
207 

102,193,260,367 
193 
207 
207 
207,365 
201,260 
193,204,207,367 
223 
251, 252, 253 
186 
75,364 
92,107 
290 
:330 
52,58,324 
156 
258 
266 
286 
366 
88 
291 
171,172 
172 
109 
63 
40 
330 
330 
192 
348 
298,305,306 
53 
240 
204 
109 
263 
260 
185,339 
58 
263 
260 
158 
185 

222 
28 
287 
52 
54,57 
264 
259 
53 
37,106 
36,44 
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Wilmington Academy 
Wilmington Board of Trade 
Wilmington brewery co. 
Wilmington Chamber of Commerce 
Wilmington Club 
Wilmington Dry Goods co. 
Wilmin~ton Fibre Snecialty co. 
Wilmington Fountain Society 
Wilmington Furniture co. 
Wilmington Institute 
Wilmington Manufacturing co. 
Wilmington Musee1 

Wilmington Saengerbund 
Wilmington Steamboat co. 
Wilmington fheater co. 
Wilsmere ya.rds 
Wilson, Andrew G. 

Benjamin 
Dr. Clarence True 
Daniel C. 
David C. 
Francis 
G. 
Hugh 
James Patriot 
Lewis 
Paul 

57,306 
208 
188 
208 
276 
37 
194 
364 
38 
60,227 
339 
224 
236 
210 
228 
343 
275 
342 
264 

259 
58-59 
220 
317 
161 
299,315,316 
259 
275 

Mrs. Paul. See: Buck, Mrs. C. 
Rodney 

Douglas. 

Wilson building, Wilmington 
Wilson LinA 
Winchester, Elizabeth McComb 
Wingate, Daniel 
Wollaston, Lizzie S. 
Women's a~narel. See: Dress. 
Wonen 1 s Christian Temnerance Union 
Wood, Hannah D. 

Phili-p II. 
Wood preserving co.,inc. 
Wood Senate 
Woodward, Mary 
Woodward's Addition 
Woolworth, F.W. 
Word count 
Wright, James B. 

John Pilling 
Wright I s band 
Wyatt, Frederick W. 

Yellow fever 
Yetter, Charles 
York, James, duke of See: James II 
Young, Thomas 
Young men's assoc. for mutual imnrovement 
Young men's Christian association,Wilmington 

Zebley, Lewis 
Zimmerman, Charles 
Zoo 

275 
320 
89,186,207 
273 
341 
263 

262,264,266 
27 
107,278 
354 
277 
27 
348 
39 
110 

263 
238 
236 

55,57,324 
95,338 

285,299,320,327,381 
60 
260 

311 
199 
75 
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