SECRE Mexico, D, F,, March 14, 1946

Dear Spruille:

I have your personal and secret letter of March 8,
1946, aoknowledging mine of February 28, 1946, and others
on developments in the Argentine situation. You have
since that time received my letters of Mareh 1 &nd Marehz,
1946, on the same subject,

I had a long conversation with Castillo Wéjera
yesterday afternoon on a nuaber of matters which I am
reporting upon in separate letters,

We discussed the developments in the Argentine
situation, I referred to the conversation which I had
hed with Tello, the Under Secretary, the afternoon before
during the course of which I conveyed tc him the sub-
stance of our last telegram on the Argentine and at the
end of winieh I left with him & memorandun covering the
substance of the telegram., 1 have reference to the
eireular telegram in which we inform the other American
Hepublics that no matter what may be the outcome of the
Argentine elsetion, we cannot enter intec a defense sagree-
ment with a government which contains Farrell-rerdn
elements whose connection with the enemy is g0 clearly
established, and in whieh we ask the other American
Governments to glve us their comment on the Blue Book
and particularly with reference to their attitude towards
entering into a defense sgresment with such & government.

Castillec Néjera sald that Tellc had immediately
informed him of the ¢onversation which I had had with
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him on this matter and that they were studying very
carefully our communication and were preparing a reply.
I gathered from whet he sald that we might have it
relatively scon.

Castlllo Wajera sald that the Peuadorlan and
Bolivian Ambassadors had both been in to see the Foreign
Crffice recently and both had asked the Foreign Offlice as
to what the Mexican attitude on the Blue Book, et cetera,
would be, He sald that the Bolivian Anbussador had
indicated that his Government was preparing some sort
of a reply to the Blue Book, He said that both the
Bolivian and Ecuadorian Ambussadors had asked the
Foreign Office to be good enough t¢ indicate to them
and through them to thelr Governments what the Mesican
attitude on the Blue Book, et cetera, would be as their
Governmants 'wWished to follow the course taken by Mexico®,

Castillo Najera sald that both Ambussadors had been
informed that the Mexlcan Covernment was studying these
matters and wou.ild ir due course yreuch its decision, but
that it was not yet 1ln & position to inforsm them con-
cerning its attitude, 'then any attitudes by Mexico were
decided upon the other American Governments would all
be infurmed including Bolivia and Ecuador.

Castillo Wajera sald that he was not at all
flattereu bLy tne reguest of the Bolivian and Ecuadorian
ambassadors, He sald that he was under no illusions that
if Mexico expressed any attitudes with respect tc the
irgentine that Bolivie and Ecuador would follow them.

He also said that he had no illusions tc the effect that
if Mexico conveyed any preliminary information coricerning
her thoughts on the Argentine situation to the Bolivian
and Ecuadorian Governments and that if they tuck an
attitude along the line of Mexlioo these “wovernuents

would place the responsibility for thelr attitude on
¥exico. He Indicated that the Mexican UGovernment was
fully aware of the maneuver of the Bolivian and Ecuadorlian
Governments and was not golng to fall for it.

Castillo Wajera and I then discussed at some length
the developments in the Argentine situation. In spite
of the press reports which come from the Argentine which
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seem to indlicate that the election was in every way a
fair one and that the votes are being counted accurately.
there seems to be no doubt that Castillo ¥Néjera is of
the opinion personally that a traglc comedy is being
played before the world with consummate skill. His
personal attitude as I can see it is that while it
may have been possible for the Argentine voters to
actuelly cast their votes fairly and without molestation
that the counting of the votes is in the hands of the
Perdn elements and that they are counting the votes in
such & way as to make it appear that an accurate count
is being made and thus gliving every appearance of s
close electicon. He, persopally, however, seems to have
ittle doubt that they are ccunting the votes the way
they want to.

I want to emphasize that in this conversation as
above-reported, apd in previous conversations recently
re orted upon wﬁtn rﬁa;ect to the Argentine, Castillo

jera has been expressing his personsl views and whieh,
; think, reflect the atuicudea which he would like to
take as Foreign kKinister, but whether these will be the
official attitudes eventually of the Mexican Government
and of the Ministry he cannot tell and I cannotiell of
course, Tnis wlill depend upon the final decisions of
the President here,

We went into many _phases of the Argentine situation,
and I found Custillo ¥ijJera very much preoccupled. He
said it was & most Airficult problem and most difficult
to do the thing which had to be done in his opinion
under the circumstances. It was obvicus that although
he is usually a very rescurceful person that he was not
clear in his own mind as to what eould or should be
done.

I said to him 1. there wus one thing certain and
that was that 80 far as the United Jtutes was concerned,
we could take no attitude other than to refuse to enter
intc a defense agreement with the present Government of
the Argentine or any growing out of it and containing
the sanme elements which had had such close ceonnectlion
with cur common enemies. I said in my opinion for us to
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ernter Into such an agreement with the Argentine under
these conditions would be & negation of everything

we had fought for and of all of our principles. I

suld, therefore, that I was confident that my Government
would remain absolutely firm In its stand in this respect
and that I thought if the other countries cf the smericas
had any real regard for our security and future and for
real inter-Arprican collaboration they alsc would not
enter into such a defense agreement with such a government
in the Argentipe. I went into tuis in a good deal of
detail and at the end of what I said, Castillo ¥ajera
sald that he was gulte in agreement with that, but that
was only one phase of the guestion,

He then went on to say that the guestion would arise
what we were goling to do about this new Government in the
Argentine if ierdén waus declared "elected"., He sald that
in spite of the fact that the likelihood was that a
tragic farce was being played most skillfully for the
benefit of the world, the press generally was speaking
of the elections as belng falr and democratic, et cetera,
in such terms that it was more and more difficult for
governments to take the action which they should.

I told him that I eould not tell him what our own
attitude in this respeet would be as I had no lnstructions
other than the communications which I had passed on to the
Forelgn Office, I have gone into this conversation with
Castillo v¥ajera in some detail in view of the faet that
I think the confusion and perturbetion from which he
suffers is probably characteristic of the situation in
the other Foreign Offices tc the south,

I wish to repeat agulin that I think that Castillo
Ndjera has very definite views personally on the irgentine
situation which prebably very much coincide with our own
but whether these will finally crystallize Iinto the
attitudes of the Mexlican Government I am presently unable

to say.

I appreciated particularly your letter of March 8,
1946, which is most helpful and interesting to me and I
appreciate your teking the time to write me,

With all good wishes,

Cordially and faithfully yours,

George 5. Messersmith




