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JOURNAL 

OF 'l'HE 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

OF THE 

STATE OF DELA.WARE· 

.Jlt an adjourned session of the General .!lssembly, convened and held 
at Dover, on Tuesday, the sixth day of January, in the year of fiUT 

Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty-two, and of the lnde- , 
pendence of the United States of America, tAe awenty-sixtli. 

TUESDAY; January 6th, 1852. 

The House met pursuant to Resolution of adjournment, passed Feb· 
ruary 28th, 1851. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, 

The Speaker laid befote the House a communication from the Secre• 
tary of State, which 

On motion of Mr. Boys, 

Was read as follows, to wit :-

HoN. SAMUEL ,lEFF:liil.SON, 

SECRET AltY°'S OFFtCE, 
DovER, January 5th, 1852. 

Speaker of lhe Hous~ <if Repre,entative,, 
Snt :-By the direction 

.of His Excelleney, the Governor; I herewith submit to you, certified 
4ropies of the official returns of the special election held on the first 
- .. --- - -- . - - . - - ..-. '·---·---- - '. . . . 



fiiesday of Novembet, Anno Domini, one thousand eigi1t hundred and 
fifty-one, in obedience to the provisions of an act of the Geneial Assembly 
of the State of Delaware, entitled "An act concerning a Convention,'' 
passed at Dover, February 26, 185 L 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 

ALFRED P. ROB1NSON, 
Secretary of State. 

An abstract of the above returns, furnished by the Secretary of St1te, 
was also read, by which it appeared that there were given · 

FOR A CONVENTION, 
In New Cast1e County, 
" Kent County, 
" Snssex County, 

AGAINST A CONVENTION, 
In New Castle County, 
" Kent County, 
" Sussex County, 

FOR NO 'bONV:E:NTION, 

Bi..ANK VOTESJ 

In New Cast1e Countv; 
" Kent County, • 
" Sussex County; 

1n New Castle County, 
" Kent County, 
" Sussex County; 

Making the tota1 number of votes given in the State, 
And the majority FoR A CoNVENTION, 

Mr. Martin offered the following resolution, whieh, 

On his m«>tion, 

l 463 votes', 
803 " 

106~ " 

3335 

331 votes, 
560 " 

60 " 

951 

8 vote,. 
51 " 

221 •• 

280 

~ votes, 
l " 
1 " 

4 
4554 
1124 

Was read and .11.riopt:ed. 
Resolved; by the Senrite and House of RtpreBtntativeu.f the State oj 

JJelaware; That a committee of six: on the part of the House of .Repre .. 
sentatil'es, and three on the part of the.Senate, be appointed to (lll:-amine 
the retlUJll of ~ special .flleotion, pre11en~d to both Houseai liy·tht 



f:lovemor of the St.ate ; and to report to both Houses the proper action lo 
be taken in ·regard to a Convention. 

The Speaktir then announced the committee as f~llows, viz ,­

Messrs. Martin, Boys, Newton, Harper; C. Smithers, and Pride, 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Pride offered the following resolution, which, 

On his motion! . 

1v as read as follows :.::.... 

Whereas1 the Hon. Peter Marsh, a member of the House ofRepresm~ 
tatives, from the County of Sussex, hath died since the adjournment of 

_ihe Legislature, therefore; 

Resolved; Thai the members of this House wiU testily their respect 
for the menioty of our deceased fellow-member, by wearing crape on 
the left arm for thirty days, · 

Resolved further1 That we do mos.t sincerely sympathise with the' 
relatives of the deceased, in this, their mehmcholy affliction, 

Mr. Newton moved, 

That the resolutions be adopted, 

Which motion, Prevailed. 
On motion, 

'the House adjourned until to-tomorrctw morning, 10 o;clock, 

-----~"VvV'-"~·-----

WEDNESDAY; 10 o'clock, .IL M., January 7; 1862.· 

The House met. pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, 

Mr. Martin moved, 

That the resolution passed yestetday, in refere'neo to the aptyofotntent 
of a committee to examine the returns of the late special election for 
convE)ntion, be re-considered, 

Which motion Prevailed. 
Wmiam ~· Whiteley, Esq., Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, i~ .. 



6 
formed the H.ouse that the Senate l1ad adopted, and tequested the coll• 
currence of the House in the adoption of a resolution directing the S!lo,. 
retary of State to deliver the returns on file, in his office, of the votes for 
Representative in Congress, at the lasi three General Elections. 

On motion of Mr. Boys, 

The communir.ation from the Senate w~s read: 

On motion of Mr. Newton, seconded by Mr. Martin, 

The Reeolution of yesterday, appointing a committee to ascertain the 
number of votes given for, or against a convention, was laid on the t!ble, 

Mr. Martin offered the following resolution, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read, and . .11.dopted. 
Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to examine the re­

turns of the late 11pecial election, for or against a Convention, and io re­
port by bill or otl!erwise; 

On which resolution, the Speaker announced the following committee. 
viz: 

Messrs. Martin, Harper, C. Smithers, Boys, and Newton. 

Mr. Martin offered the following resolution, which, 

dn his motion, 

Was read, and • Jidopttd. 
Resolved, That the Clerk of the Houie, be authorized to employ an 

assistant clerk, during this extra session, at his own expense. 
On motion, 

The House adjourned until three o'clock, this afternoon. 

Same day, a o'clock, P. M. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Newton submitted the following resolution, which, 

On his motion, 
Wall read, and , Adopted. 
Reaolved by t~~ Senate and !!_ouse of Repre~~~!~~~!~! of t~ §t_f!J!,,,J. 



lJelaware, in General .flssembly met: 'fhat so much of the joint reso.-:. 
lution for adjournment of the two Houses, passed on the 28th of Febru·. 
?,ry, 1851, 11s is contained in th<i following words, to wit:-

" Resol'l!ed, That at the adjourned session, no busine,;;s shall be trans,, 
i\Cted except such as relates to the revised code, and to a convention for 
fevising the Constitution of the State," be, and the saw_1;i i11 hereby rer 
scinded.-

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence'. 

l\:{r. Whiteley, Clerk of the Senate, being adqiitted, inforilled the 
House of Representatives, that the Senate had passed, and requested the 
~oncurrence of the House,in a "Joint resolution appointing a committee to 
tixamine the returns of the special election on the subject of a convention." 

Mr. Lodge submitted the following resolution, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read and .(Jdopted,· · 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Representatives, be a1,1thor·. 
lze~ tq order two copies of each newspaper published in the Statet fol'· 
lhe use of the House. 

On motion, 

The House aqjourned until JO o'clock, to,morrow morning. 

THURSDA,Y, 10 o'clock, ,/1.. M., January S, 185~. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Chaplain: 

Mr. Newton moved, 

T~at the committee appointed yesterday, on the subject of the special 
~lection for a convention, be increased to six members. 

Which motion Prevailed. 
The Speaker then announced Mr. Waples as an additional member 

pf the committee. . · . 

Mr. C. Smithers moved, 

. ~hat the Resolution from the Senate, appointing a committee to ex· 
jlmme the returns of the spd'cial election on the subject of a convent,on 
t:,e co~curred in, upon · '· 
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,Which motion, 

'fhe House being divided, 

Mr. Boys called the yeas and nays, which on being taken, were •• 
follo\ls: 

Yeas.-Messrs. Chambers, Harper, H,arrington, Powell, C, Smithers. 
E, Smithers, and Spruance-7'. · 

Naya.-Messrs. Boys, Boulden, Derrickson, }losea, Lodge, Martin, 
Newton, Rogers, Satterfield, Scribner, Waples, and the Speaker.-12. 

So the resolutioo was Non-concurred in, 

Ordered that the Senate be informed thereof. 

Mr. Whiteley, Clerk of the Senate,being admitted, informed the House 
that the Senate had adopted, and requested the concurrence of the House, 
in the adoption of a " Joint resolution appointing a committee to irett\e 
with the State Treasurer." 

And he withdrew. I 
On motion of Mr. Martin. 

The communications fr9m the Senate were 

On motion of Mr. Boys, 

The resolution appointing a committee to ,settle with the State Trea, 
,iurer, 

Was .lldopted, 

Whereupon, 

The following were appointed said committee, viz : Messrs. Boys, 
Spruance, and Scribner. 

Ordered to be returned. to the Senate. 

Mr. Whiteley, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, informed the HOU!t 
that the Senate had p;i.ssed, and requested the concurrence of the Hease, 
in a resolution relative to the "Revised Code." 

Mr. Scribner moved, 

That the communication from the Senate, be read, 

Which motion Prevtdltd, 
And the resolution was read as follows, to wit :-

SENATE CHAMBER, January 8tk, 1852, 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representative, of tke 8ttAte 
Pelaware, in General .Jlssembly met: 

'l'hat the Joint com~ittee heretofore raised on the revised code, npltn 
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to the two Houses a plan of proceeding, to consider the several chapters 
of the code so as to expedite .the matter, and avoid c~nfusion. 

Extract from the Journal. 

On motion of Mr. Newton, 
The resolution was 

WM. G. WHITELEY, 
Clerk of the Senate. 

Concurred iti, 
Ordered that the Senate be informed thereof, 

On motion, 
The House adjourned until three o'clock, this afternoon. 

Same day, 3 o'clock, P. 1.l1. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Rogers submitted the following resolution, ~hich, 

On his motion, 

Was read as follows, to wit:-

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Representatives, be author­
i,:ed to furnish to the members of the House, one newspaper of their 
choice, during the session. 

Mr. Rogers moved, 

That the resolution be adopted. 

Which motion Prevailed. . 
Mr. Boys, from the Joint committee on t'he revised code, submitted· 

the following report, which, . 

On his motion, 
Was read as follows, to wit:-

The joint committee of the two Houses, on the revised code, recom· 
"mend that the several chapters be 'taken up and considered in order, as 
follows:-

bt. 'Each chapter shall be read with the remarks and notes of com­
missioners of revision, and then referred to a distinct committee, upon 
whose report recommending its passing, the bill shall be read a second 
time by its title, and afterwards a third time at length or by its title, as 
the House shall determine. On its passing, such hill shall be read and 
feferred in the other House in like manner. 

2 
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2nd. All amendments proposed in either House, to any chapter of the 
revised code, shall ~e made through the r.ommittees to whom the bWs 
are referred. · ' 

On motion of Mr. Boys, 

't'he report was ./ldopled. 
Mr. C. Smithers submit\ed the following resolution, which, · 

On his motion, 

Was read as follows, to wit: 

Resolved, That this Honse will now proceed to consider the revise~ 
code .. 

Resolved further, That this House will not, at this adjourned session,_ 
~onsider any other business than that for which this session is held, tq 
wit: the revision of the code, and the subject of convention. 

Mr. Martin moved, 
. . . .) 

To amend the resolution by striking out all after the word resolved, 
and insert the following: 

That the House now proceed to consider the revised code ; and" that 
the commissioners of revision be invited to take a seat on the floor 11f 
the House ofRepresei1tatives. 

Which motion Prevail~di 
And on motion of M1', Martin, 

The resolution as amended, was .lidojiterl. 
The Hon. Samuel M. Harrington, aml Joser,h P. Comegys, Esq., 

two of the commissioners, were then introduced, and took the seats a:gj. 
signed to them. 

'J,'he House then resolved itself into the committee of th!} whole~tt 
the revised code; Mr. Martin in the chair; and after some time spe.qUIJ 
considering that subject, the committee rose, and repoTted to the H,o!f,e, 

That the committee.of the whole House had had under consideration 
the revised code, according to order, and had proceeded therein so0 far a" 
to go through with the reading of the first six chapters thereof, w. 
they reported to the House witho~t amendment, and asked leave to si$ 
again, which was gra11.ted. · 

On motion of Mr Iloys, 

Chap. I, of "Sovereignty Jurisdiction and Li1111ts," was referred tp :t 
committee of three members. 

Whereupon, · 

Messrs. Boys, Oh:unher!'I, and Satterfir!d, were appointed ,meh cQ~1 
mittee. 
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On motid11 pf Mr. Lodge, 

Chapter 2, "of Public Lands/' was referred to a committee of three 
hiembers, 

W~ereupon, . . 
Messrs. Lodge, Harper; and Waples, were appointed such committee. 

On motion of Mr. Martin; · 

Chapter 3," Of the State House, Library and ).>ublie Offices," was re• 
ferred to a committee of three member~. 
: Wh&reupon, 

' Messrs Martin, C. Smithers and Scribner, were)1>pointcd said"cbm· 
mittee. : 

On motion of Mr. Boys, 

Chapter 4, "Of Statutes and Legislative Journals," was referred to a 
committee of three members. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Boys, K Smithers and Hosea, were appc;iintcd said commit· 
tee. 

On motion of Mr. Boulden, .. 

Chapter 5, "Of the Construction of Statutes," was referred to a com· 
mittec of three members, 

Whereupon, 

. Messrs. Boulden, Spruance and Hosea, were appointed said commit­
tee .... ,. 

On motion of Mr. Scribner, 

· Chapter 6, "Of Judicial Reports,'; was referred to a committee of three 
mem~rs. · 

Whereupon, 

Meeers· Scribner, Powell and Rogers, were ap1>ointcd said_cQDJmit~ 

•• 
On motion, 

!h~ H~~~~ adjour~o_d until l~ o'c_lock, to~morr<>". morniDg. 
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PIUJJAY, 1-0 o'clock, .fl. M., January 9th, is52, 
•rhe liouse met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, . 

Mr. Ifoulde11, Chairman of the committee to whom was referred. ~ 
bill, Chapter 5, of the revised code, entitle·d " Of the Construction of Sta• 
tutes,l' reported said bill back to the House, without amendment1 and 

· tecommended its passage. 

Read a second time by its title. 

On motion of Mr. Martin, 

Chapter 1~1 "Of the Public Arms and Defe11ce.;' 

Chapter 24, " Of General Provisions." 

Chapter 25, " Of Salaries." 

Chapter 26, "Of the General Ass'embly.'' 

Chapter 27, " Of the Governor." 

Chapter 28, "Of the Secretary of State." 

Mr, Harper moved, 

Were' recui. · 

That Chapter 15, of the revised code, a bill entitled 00f the ~Jt.blii 
Arms and Defence," be referred to a committee of three., 

Which motion, Prevaf,fed. 
Whereupon, 

Messrs. Harper, Satterfield and Derrickson, were appointed said 
committee. 

M,r. Hosea moved, 

That Chapter 24, of the revised code, a bill containing ;the ~ 
provisions " Of certain Public Officers," be referred to a Cl;>JIHDWfe ol 
three. ' 

,Which motion, 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Hose~, Powell and Rogcrsi were appoJnted said ~lnittee, 
Mr. Rogers moved, 

• T~at Chapter 25, of the revised code, being a bill entitled; ". Of Sal*'" 
r1es, be referred to a committee of three. • 

Which motion, Prevailed. 
~~ereupon, 



.Messrs. :Rogers, . Chambers and Waples, were appointed said com· 
tnittee. 

l\lr. Waples moved, . 

That Chapter 26, of the revised code, a bill entitled, " Of the General 
'~ssem.bly/' be referred to a committee of three. . 

Which motion; Prevailed. , : 
Whereupon, 

· Messrs. Waples, Spruance, and Boulden, were appointed said com• 
tnittee. 

On motion of Mr. Newton, 

Chapter 27, ,vat. referred to the following committee, viz: 

Messrs. Newton, E. Smithers and Scribner. 

On motion of Mr. Scribner, 

Chapter 28, was referred to a committee of tliree, viz : 

Messrs. Scribner, Harrington and Lodge. 

. On motion of Mr. Lo<lge, · 

The resolution from the Senate, in· reference to the appointment of rt 
"Joint committee upon the returns of the c'onvention election," was taken 
Up for consideration. · 

Mr. Lodge move«!, 

That the House refuse to concur in said resolution, 

Which motion · ·Prevailed. 
Ordeted that the Senate be informed thereof, 

Mr. Newton presented a petition from Charles lt. Black, andseventy-
three other citiz,ms of New Castle county, praying an ameµdment of 

· · tlie law of the last session, in reference to pedlars licenses, which . 
On his motion, 

Was read. 

On motion of Mr. C .• Smith~rs1 

The petition was laid upon the table. ] 

011 motion, 

The Hous~ adjourned until three o'clock, this afternoon, 
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'Bame day, a o'dock, p. Jli. 

'rb.e "iiouse inet pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr •. Newton, Jrbm the committee to whom was referred Chapt!31 a, 
~. Of the Sta~e House, ~ibrary, and Public Offices," of the revised cod,;. 
reported the same back without amendment, and recommended its ·pall 
sage,·. 

And 

On his motion, 

It was read a second time by its title. 

On motion of Mr, Boys, 

Chapter 16, 17, 18, 19, ~o, 21, 22, and 23, <>f the revised code; were 
reai:I, 

On motion of Mr. Martin, 

Chapter 161 "~eneral Provisions," of the revised code; was_ re"1red 
to a committee of three members. 

Whereupon, .. 
Messrs. Martin, Chambers and Newton, were appointed such 'lOttl; 

mittee. 
On motion of Mr. C. Smithers, 

.Chapter 17, "Of the election of Assessors and Inspectors," w,ut.ie.t 
ferred to a committee of three. • 

Whereupon, 

1\tessrs. O. Smithers, llosea and Rogers; were appointed ~nch ~ 
mittee. 

I. 

On motion of Mr. Hosea, 

Chapter 18, "Of the General Election," was referred to a oonuhi&lllfl 
of three. • 

Whereupon, 
Messrs. Hosea, Powell and Boys, were appointed such comm~· 

On motion of Mr. Boys, 
Chapter 19,· "Of the Electioris in Wilmington Hundred," was re-

ferred to a committee of three members. -

Whereupon, 
-Messrs. Boys, R. Smithers and Satterfield, were appointed such com• 

mitte'e. . · 

On mo.tion of Mr, Rogers, 
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Chapter 20, "Of the Election of President and Viee President of the 
P"nited States,". was referred to a committee of three members. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs, Rogers, Spruance and S~rihner, were appointed such com­
mittee.· 

Oq motioq of Mr, Harper, 

Chapter 21," Of Representative in Congress," was referred to a com­
~ittee of three members, 

Whereupon, . 

Mesars. Harper, Boulden :ind Waples, were appointed such commit­
tee. 

On motion of Mr. Boulden, 

· Chapter 22, " Of the United States Se11ators," was referred to a com­
mittee of three members. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Boulden, Harrington and Martin, were appointed such com­
mittee. 

On motion of Mr. Newton, 

Chapter 23, "Of Contested Elections," was referred to a commitiee 
of three members. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Newton, C. Smithers and Scribner, were appointed such 
committee.· 

Mr. Lodge, from the committee to whom was referred Chapter 2, "Of 
Public Lands," reported the same hack to the House without amend, 
pient, and recommended its passage, and · 

.. , - . . Qn hi.i motion, 

The said chapter was read a secoml time by its title. 

On motion, 

'fhe Honse adjourned until to-tomorrow morning, 10 o'cloc~. 



SATURDAY, 10 o'cloclc, .fl, JI!/., .January 10, 18!S2. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

Mr. Boys, Chairman of the committee to whom was referred Chapter 
l, of the revised code, entitled, '1 Of Sovereignty, Jurisdiction, and 
J,imit'3," reported said chapter to the House, without amendment, and 
recommended its passage, and 

On his motion, 

The chapter was read a second time by its title. 

Mr. Scribner, Chairman of tbe committee to whom \\<as referred chap~ 
ter 6, of the revised code, entitled, "Of Judicial Reports," reported ill 
favor of the passage of the sai.d chapter, without amendment, when, 

On his motion, 

The chapter was read a second time, by its title. 

Mr. Bovs, from the committee to whom was referred Chapter 4, of 
the revised code, entitled, "Of the Printing and Publication of Laws. and 
Journals," reported the said chapter tQ the House, and recommended its 
rassage without amendment, when, 

On his motion, 

The chapter was read a second time by its title. 

Mr. Lodge, Chairman of the committee to whom was referred Chap· 
ter 2, of the revised code, entitled, "Of Public Lands," reported said 
chapter to the House, without ::unendment, antl recommended its pas­
!!age, when 

On bis motion, 

The said chapter \~as read a second time by its title, 

Mr. Newton, Chairman o! the committee t? whom was referred chap,· 
ter 3, ... The State House, Library, and Public Oflicee," of the revised 
eode, reported said chapter to the House without amendment, and re~ 
commended its passage, which, 

On his motion, 

W us read :,. second time by its title. 

Mr. Harper, Chairman of the committee to whom was referred chap· 
ter 15, of the revised code, entitled," Of the Public Arms and Defence,'' 
reported said chapter to the House without amc11dment, and rrcommend· 
ed its passl\ge, which, 

' On his motion, 

Wis road a second time biits title. 
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Mr. Rogers, Chairman of the oommittee to whom was.referred Chap· 
ter 25, of the revised code, " Concerning Salaries," reported said chapter 
to the House, without amendment, and recommended its passage, and 
which, 

On his motion, 

Was read a second time by its title, 

Mr, Hosea, Chairman of the committee to whom was referred 
Chapter 24, of the revised code, entitled," General Provisions regarding 
Public Officers," reported said chapter to the House, without amend­
,nent, and recommended its passage, 

And which, 

On his motion, 

Was read a second time by its title. 

Mr. Harper, gave notice that he should, at some future ·c!ay, ask leave 
to introduce a bill entitled, " An act t9 prevent the 11ale of Lottery tickets 
in this State." 

On motion, 

The House adjourned until Monday morning, at 10 o'clock. 

MONDAY, 10 o'clock, /J.. M., Janu.ary ii, 1852, 

'l'he House met pursuant to adjournment. 

J>ra,yer hy the Chaplain. 

Mr. Boys presented the claim of Johnson, Chandler & llarker, again!t 
thii State, for public printing, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read, and referred" to the Committee on claims. 

Mr, Newton, Chairman of the committee to whom was referred Chap· 
ter 27, of the revised code, entitled, "Of the Governor," reported said 
chapter to the House, and recommended its passage without amendment, 

A.nd which, 

On his motion, 

Was read a second time by it, title, 
a 
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Mr. Boys presented the pt>tition of James Cain, and 840 others, ci­
tizens of New Castle cou.nty, praying a law limiting the hours of la~or 
to ten hours in certain cases, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read. 

Mr. Scribner moved, 

That the above petition be laid on the table. 

Which motion, 

Was Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Boys, 

The petition was referred to a committee of three, with leave to report 
by bill, or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 

Mes·srs. Boys, Hat·per and Waples, were appointed said committee. 

Mr. Newton presrnted the petition of Willard Hall, and others, rela-
ting to certain resolutions p1ssed at the a1111ual school convention, ofNew 
Castle County, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read. 

When he moved, 

That the petition be laid on the tablf' until to-morrow. 

lVhich motion, Pre1•ailed. 
On mQt~on of Mr. Boys, 

Chapters 39, of Religious Societies l 40, Of the School Fund ; 41 Of 
Sabbath Schools; 42, Concerning Free Schools; 43, Of Delaware Col-' 
lege; 44, St. Mar}."s College; 45, Other Schools, and Literary Institu­
tji:ms; 46, To pfevent the spread of Infectious Diseases; 47, Of Physi~ 
ciaos, of the revised code, were read. ·· 

On motion, 

The House adjoi1rned µntil three o'clock, this afternoon. \ 
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Sarne clay, 3 o'clock, P, M. 
'fhe House met pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Scribner, 

Chapter 39, of the revised code, "Of Religious Societies,'' was refer­
red to a committee of three members. 

Whereupon, 

Mess.rs. Scrilme1·, Powell and Derrickson, \Vere appointed such com­
mittee. 

On motion of Mr. Derricksuu, 

Chapter 40, of the JCvised code, "Of the School Fund," was referred 
to a committee of three membe1·s. 

Whereupon, 

.Messrs. Derrickson, Pride and C. Smithers, were appointed said com­
m1uee, 

On motion of Mr. Lodge, 

Chapter 41, of the revised coclc, "Of Sabbath Schools," was referrrd 
to a committee of three members. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Lodge, Harper and Hosea, were appointed said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Newton, seconded by Mr. Pride, 

Chapter 42, of th~ revised code, "Concerning Free Schools,'' was re­
ferred to a committee of five members. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs, :Newton, Pride, C. Smithers, Boys and Harper, were appoint­
ed such committee. 

On motion of Mr. Harper, 

Chapter 43, of the revised coce, " Of Dela ware College," was referred 
to a committee of thre.e members. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs, Harper, W11ples and Rogers, were appointed said committee, 

On motion of Mr. 0 •. Smithers, 

Chapter 44, of the revised code, "St. Mary's College,'' was referred 
to a committee of three members. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. 0. Smithers, Pride and Lodge, were appointed said commit-: 
tee. · · · · .. . .. . 
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On motion of Ml'; Powell; 

Chapter 45, of the revised code, " Other Sdhools and Literary Insti; 
tutions," was referred to a committee of three members. 

Whereupon, 

Messes. Powell, Waples and Boulden, were appointed said commit: 
tee, 

<fii motion of Mr. Waples, 

Chapter 46, of the revised code, "To prevent the spread of Infectious 
Diseases," was referred to a committee of three members. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Waples, Spruance and Newton, were appointed said commit" 
~~ . 

On motion of Mr. Scribner, 

Chapter 47, of the revised code, "Of Physicians," was referred lo-a 
commitlee of three. 

Whereupon, · 

Messrs. Scribner, E. Smithers and Lodge, were appointed said- COD\ 
mittee. 

Mr, Newton moved, 

That Chapter 27, of the revised code1 "Of the Governor," be recom" 
mitted, with a view to amendment. 

Which motion Pr81J!liled. 
On motion, 

1fhe House adjourned until to•morrow morlling, 10 o;t:lock 

TUESDA't, 10 o1clock, .fl, M., ianuary 13th, 1852. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. · -

Prayet by the Chaplain, 

Mr. Pride presented the petition of Elias Maxwell, praJ~ • h df. 
vorced from his wife Emeline, which, -

On his motion, 



Was read and referred id a t:01mr,ittcc of three, 

Whereupon, 
Mess.rs Pride, Chambers arid Newto1i were appointed said committee, 

Mr; Rogers gave notice .that at some future day, he should ask leave 
*<> introduce a bil\ entitled, u An act to authorize the Recorder of Deeds 
in and Jor New Castle county, to tl'~nscribe the mortgage indef of his 
l3aid office, and to procure a new eeal <if office. ' 

Mr, Boulde.n, Chairman of'\he coriimitiee to whom was referred Chap• 
ter 22," Of United States Senators,'1 of the revised eode, reported.said 
chapter to the House without amendment, and recommended its pas­
sage, when, 

On his motion, 

·Said chapter 22, wal! read a second time, by its title. 

:Mr. Lodgei Chairman of the committee to whom wa§ referred Chapter 
41, of the refi~ed code, entitled, "Sallbath Scllools,'' reporled said bill 
with an amendment, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read as follows, to wit i-

•• Amend the bill by striking out the word 1Forty,' in the fourth line, 
and su,bstituting the word •Fifty,' also amend the bill by substituting the 
\Vord •five,' iri place of the word •four,' in the lal!it line of the chapter. 

On motion of Mr. Harper, 

The amend!Jlent was Jldopted. 
On motion Qf Mr; Lodge, 

The said chapter was read a second time by its title. 

Mr. C. Smithers, Chairman of the committee to whom was referred 
chapter 44, of the revised code, entitled," St. Mary's College,'; reported 
said chapter without amendment, and recommended its passage, 

On liis motion also, 

The said chapter was read a second time by its title. 

Mr. Powell, Chairman of the committee to whom W'a,s referred Chap­

ter 45, of the revised code, entit.led, J• Other Schoolund Literary Jnsti· 
tu1ions," reported said chapter wi&hout amendment, and l'tC()mnleoded its 
passage, when, · 

On his motion, 

The chapter was read a second time by its title. 

M~. Boulden _Presented the petition _of Daniel Stephenson, (negro) 
praying the Legislature to refund a certain amount of money, which. 
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On his !notion, 

Wa_s read and referred to a committe of three, 

Whereupon, 

Me11srs. Boulden, E. Smithers and Scribner, were appoiuted such . 
committee. 

Mr. Rogers; Chairman of the committee to whom was referred chap· 
ter 20, of the revised code, entitled, "Election of Electors of President 
and Vice President," repor1ed said chapt!r without amendment, and re· 
commended its passage, 

And moved, 

Tht1t it be read a secoml' time by its title. ' 

Whicli motion Prevailed: 

Mr. Derrickson presented the petition of James C. Jackson, and others, 
praying for an a_et of incorporation of•• The Mutual l•'ite Insurai1cc Cruu­
pany of Mill Creek Htmdred," which, 

On his motion, 

Was read, and referred to a committee of three. 

Wbere11pon, 

Messrs. Derrickson, Powell and Satterfield, were appointed sai.d co,,... 
rnittee. 

On motion, 
The House adjourned until three o'clock, this afternoon. 

Same day, 3 o'clock, P. M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Newton, 

The petition of Willard Hall and others, relating to cei:tain ~QpJII' 
passed at the annualschool convention, of New Castle cc>unty, .•.. ·. · 

Was taken up for Conauleration~ 
On his motion also, 

The petition was referred to a committee of 1i ve. 

. ~her_eupon, 



Messrs. Newton, Pride, C. :-;mitlwrs, Boys and Harper, were ap· 
pointed such committee. 

On motion of Mr. Boulden, • 

Cbapt11r 5, of the revised cotle, rntitlPcl," Rules of Construction of Sta­
tutes," was read a third time hy paragraph~, :rnd 

Passed the !louse. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Newton, 

Chapter 27, of the revised code, rntitled, "Of the Governor," was 

taken 'up for considrration. 

Mr. Newton then offored the follo,ving a:ncndmcnt, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read as follows, to wit:-

A.mend the »ill by striking out section 7, and insert the following, in 
lien thereof: 

"Section 7. The Go,·ernor ~hall have powrr, upon tlie petition of 
the person convicted, to grant a pardon upon such conditions, 1vith such 
restrictions, and under such limita_tions, as he mar think proper, am! he 
mav issue his warrant to all propPr otftcers to earry into effect such con­
diti'onal pardon ; which warrant shall bf' obeyed and executed instead of 
the sentence, if any, whieh was originally awarded, Return of such PX­

ecntion shall be duly made to thP Court where the conviction was had.". 

On motion of i\Ir Boys, 

The further !)onsideration of the amendment was postponed until to-
111om\w. 

On motion of Mr. Boys, 

(]~apter 1, of tpa rnvised code, entitled, " Of Sovereignty, Jurisdiction 
;md Limit;;:," was read a third time by paragraphs, 

And. Passed tlie House. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Newton, Chairman of the committee to whom was referred chap_· 
ter 23, of the revised code, entitlP<l, "Of Contested Elections," reported 
the same to the House without amendment, and recommended its pas­
sage. 

And mo\'ed, 

That the chapter be rfad a second time by its title. 

,vhich motion Prr't'ailrd • . 



Mr. Harper, Chairman of the commit.tee to whom was referred chap­
ter 21, of the revised code, entitled, "Of Election of Representatives in 
Congress," reported the same to tl• H1JL1se withoµt µrnendment, and re· 
:eommen<led its passage, and, 

On his motion, 

It was read a second time by its title. , 

On motion of Mr. Rogers, 

Cpapter 25, of the revised code, entitled, " Concerning Salaries," was 
read a third time by paragraphs, and 

Passed the House. 
Ordered ~o the Sen~te for concurrence. 

Mr. Newton moved, 

Tµ:i.t the petition of C. H. Black and others, praying an a!llendment 
to tf:ie act entitled, " An act establishing certain fees for the use of the 
State," be taken up fQr consideration, 

Whicli motion, Prevailed. 
On motion of Mr. Newton, 

The said petition was referred to a co111mittee of three, with leave &Q 
report b} bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Newton, Spruance and Waples, were appointed said com, 
mittee. 

On motion of M1,, Lodget 

Chairman of the committee to whom was referred chapter 2, of the 
revised code, entitled, " Of Public Lancls," the said chapter was read a 
third time by paragraphs, aml 

Ordered to the Senate for con'currence, 

On motion of Mr. Newton,' 

Passed the Pouae, 

Chapter 3, of the 1evised code, entitled, •1 Of State House, Library 
and Public Offices," was read a third time by paragraphs, and · 

Passed the House~ 
Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Harper, Chairman of the committee to whom wasreferred Chap• 
ter 2, of the revised code, entitled, "Of Dela ware College," reported said 
chapter to the House, without amendment, and recommended its paa­
sage, a11d which, 
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On his motion, 

Was read a second time by its title. 

,On motion, 
The House adjourned until 10 o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

WEDNESDAY, 10 o'clock, .11 • .M., Janttar.lJ 14th, 1852. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

Mr. Boys presented the petition of Samnel McClary, Jr., and 340 
others, praying for an act creating a Joint Stock Company, and author­
izing them to construct a plank road in the county of New Castle, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report 
by bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Boys, Harper and Pride, were appointed such committee. 

Mr. Pride presented the petition of James ,va!ls, and 150 others 
praying au amendment to the " Act for the encouragement of Schools in 
the State of Delaware," which, 

On his motion, 

,v as read 'and referred ton. committee of three, with leave to report by 
bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Pride, Powell and Boulden, were appointed such committee. 

Mr. Boys presented the petition of John Downing and 49 others, pray-
ing for an act authorizing the scllool commissioners of district No. 9, in 
New Castle County, to raise two hundred dollars additional, by tax, 
which, 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to a cor~mittce of three, with leave to report by 

!:,ill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 

Ylessrs. Boys, Spruance and Waples, were appointed said committee, 
4 
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Mr. Pri<le presented the petition of Luke Clen<lanicl,,pr~yigg for a<li~ 
vorce from his wife, Rachel Clendal\iel, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read, and referred to a committee of three, wi\h l.eal(G to rep9rt 
by bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Pride, Chambers and Derrickson, were appointe<l such coin-. 
mittee. 

Mr. Boys presented the petition of Edward Mclnall, and 14 others,. 
praying for arr act to incorporate the" Odd Fellows' Library Company," 
of the city of Wilmington,, whiclil,, · · 

On his motion, 

Was read and referred to a committee of t~ree, ,vi~h leav.c to rep9rt 
by bill or oth,erwise .. 

,vhereupon, 

Messrs. Boys, Harrington and Hosea, were appoi,nted said commit-. 
tee. 

Mr. Pride presented the pe\ition of N,ancy Marvel, praying (or 11,n ict 
to divorce her from her husband, Abraham .Marvel, whi,ch, 

On his motion, 

W ~s. re~d and referre<l ~o a COltlll\i ttec of th tee, ,y ith le:wc. to repor& lly 
bill or otherwi,sc. . 

Wher~upou, 

Messrs. Pride, Smithers and Rogers, wore appointed said committee •. 

Mr. ·w aples, Chairman of the committee to whom was referred chap-. 
te.r 26, of \he rt;v\sed code, entitl_ed., "Of the G_cnera,l A~sembJy ," re, 
ported said chapter with an amendment, which, 

On his motion, 

Was rc.ad as follows, to wit; 

"Aml)n<l the \:haµter by striking out r,wctions 6 and 7, and inserting in 
lieu thereof, the followi11.£;, as section 6; 'No petition for a divorce, or. 
petition for i1 _Niv;t\e a9\ o.f Assembly, shall be received or acted on by 
the Legislature, without proof that at least one m_onth's notice has been 
given before the session, in a newspaper published in ~he cou~ty where 
the petitioner resides,. if ther~ be any, and if not, then in som.e newsp,J· 
per in the State.'" · · ·· 

On motion of Mr. Boulden, 

The amendment was 



011 motion of l\lr. W apl<'s, 

'fhe said Chapter, No. 26, was read a scoond time by its title. 

Mr. Chambers presented several petitions from William Tharp and 
'others, praying for a law authorizing the Levy Court of Kent county, to 
make an appropriation for a certain road therein mentioned, which, 

On his motion1 

Was read and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report by 
bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Cllali1bers, Lodge and Satterfield, were appointed such com­
mitte,e. 

Mr. Boys, Chairman of the committee to whom was referred Chapter 
19, of the revised code, entitled, "Of Elections in Wilmington Hundred," 
reported said chapter without amendment, and requested its passagc,and 

On his motion, 

It was read a second time by its title, 

On motion of Mr. Boys, 

Chapter 51, General Provisions, respecting Police, 

52, Of Free Negroes and Mulattoes. 

53, Concerning Taverns, Ale Houses, and Victualling Houses, 

54, Of Jails and Work Houses. 

56, Of Boundaries. 

57, Of Fences, of the revised 'Code, were read. 

On his motion also, 

Chapter 55, of the revised code, entitled," Fish, Oysters and Game," 
was read by special order, by its title. . 

On motion of Mr, Boys1 

Chapter 51, of the revised code1 entitled, '' General Provisions re­
specting Police," was referred to a committee of three members, 

Whereupon, 
Messrs. Boys, Harper and Martin, were appointed such committee. 

On motion of Mr. Lodge, 

Chapter 5~. 01 the revised code, entitled, .. or Free negroes and mulat­
toes," was referred to a committee of three. 

_Whereupon, 



Messrs, J.odge, Chambers and Satte16eic.i, were appointed such com"' 
mi\tee. 

Ort motion of Mr. Bouiden; 

Chaj>tet'isl). ~(~e ~tiled co~e, entit(ed, "Cqtaceming Taverns, Ale' 
Houses.,,and ~~c;tQalling Houses," was referrecl to a committee of three, 

Whereupt>'n, 

Me11r1. Boulden, C. Smithers and Satterfield, #'ere appointed such 
committee. 

On motion of Mr. Rogers, 

Chapter 54, of the revised code, entitled, " Of Jails and Work Houses!' 
was referred to a committee of three. 

, Whereupon, 

Me11Sri1. Roger1, 'E. Smithers and Pride, were appoint~d said commit· 
tee. 

On motion of Mr. Chamber~, 

Chapter 55, of the revised code, entitled, " Fish, Oysters, and Game," 
was referred to a committee of three .. 
· Whereupon, 

Messrs. Chambers, Hosea, and Derrickson, were appointed said com· 
mittee. . . 

On motion; of Mr. Derrickson, 

"Chapter 56, of the revised code, entitled, " Of Ifoundaries," was re­
ferred to a committee or din·r, 

\Vherenpon, 

Jlessrs. Derricksou, l:'lpruance and \V aplr~, were appoinif'd said com­
mittee. 

On motion of Mr. N r"·to11. 
I 

Chapter 57, of the revisrd ,·odf', entitled, "Of .Fences," was rcferrrd 
to a committee of three. 

\Vhereupon, 

Messrs. Newton, Harrington and Rrribner, were appointed such com­
mittee. 

On motion, 

The House adjourned until 3 o'clock, this afternoon. 



Sarne day, 3 o'clock, P. ;lJ. 
'1'he House met pursuant to adjournment. 

M.r. Rogers gave notice that at some future day, he shoµld)1~k ,leave 
to introi:lllce a bill entitled, "· An act authorizlng the' Register for ~li~ f'rp­
bate of Wills, and granting letters of administration in, and (of New 
Castle county, in the State of Delaware, to procure a new General In­
dex Book, and to transcribe or copy the Gencial Index now in said Re· 
gister's Office therein, and to collate the same." . 1 . 

Mr. Derrickson, Chairman of the committee to whom was referred the 
petition of J. C. Jackson and others, reported a bill entitled, ,r An act to 
incorporate the Mutual Insurance Company, of Mill Creek Hundred," 
which, 

On his motion, 

Was read. 

On motion of Mr. Newton, 

Chapter 23, of the n•vised code, " Of Contested Elections,'' was read 
a third time by paragraphs, and, 

Passed t!te House. 
OrdeJ'ed to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr Boys, from the committee·to whom was referred tlie petition of 
James Cain and others, reported a bill entitled, " An act to limit the 
hours of labor, and prevent the employment in fiwtories of children "lln· 
der ten years of age/1 which1 

On his motion, 

Was read . 

.Mr. Boys prescntt•d the prtition of Wm .. H. Gear, an<l 29 others, pray­
ing for an aet to incorporatf: Hope Lodge, No. 21, of the I. 0. 0. F., 
in the City of Wilmmgton, which, 

On his motion, 

\Vas read and rel<'rrcd to a committee of three, with leave' to report 
. by bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Boys, Cham.hers and :-;attcrJidd, were appointed said commit· 
tee. 

On motion of }Ir. Harper, 

Chapter 21, of the revised code, entitletl, .. " Election of Rcpresenta· 
. tive in Congress," was read a third r;rnc by paragraphs, and 

Pcmed !hf House. 
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t)rdered. to. the Senllte for concurrence. 

· l\Jr. Waples, Chairman of the committee to whom was referred chap~ 
ter 46, ~fthe revised code, entitled, "To prevent the spread of Infectious 
hl84!~~'. rllpor"'1 _the same to the House without amendment, and 

. re<iom.~en4~0 its ~ssage, 

. Aad :which,, 

O'n . bi's fuo\iou, 

Was read a second time by its title. . . 
On motion,. . . 

•the House adjourned until to-morrow morning, 10 o'clock 

THURSDAY, 10 o'clock, ./1. M., January 15, 1852. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

.J>r~yer by ilie Chaplain .. 

Mr. Martin, Chairman of the committee to whom was referred the re· 
eolulion appointing a committee of six to examine the returns of the late 
special election for.or against a convention1 reported a bill entitled; ·• An 
act to call a convention," which, 

On his motion, 

Was. read. 

Mr. Whiteley, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, informed the House 
that the Senate had passed, and requested the concurrence of the House, 
in the passage of the following bills, viz :-

Chapter 8. Of the Levy Court. 

'' 1 O. Assessors. 

;" 14. Of the Treasurer of the Poor. 

" 31. Of the Attorney General. 

" 33. Of Coroners. 

" 36. Of Notaries Public and Commissioners of :be~ds. 

" 38. Of the Clerk of the Court of Errors and A ppe<!ls1 

On. motion of Mr. Boys, 

'rhe communications from tho Sena tc were read; . - . -
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On motion of Mr. Newton, 

Chapter 8, was referred to a committee of three. 

Whereupo!J, 

Messrs. Newton, Chambers 1nd Satterfield, were ap{\ointed said com-.· 
mittee. · 

On motion of Mr. Martin, 

Cha.pter ro, was referred to a c9mmittee of three, 

Whereuw>n, 

}\,fessrs. M!Jirtin1 Po'Vell and Derrickson, were ap_point~d such CQlll~ 

~ittee, 

On motion of Mr, Lodg-e, 

Chapter 14, was referred to ~ committ!)e of three members. 

Whereupon, 

~essrs. Lodge, E. S°'ithers and Scrilmer1 WC\'C appoipted sa\d com., 
· mittee. 

On motion of Mr. Rogers, 

Chap~\' 3\, w;is feferr~d tQ a committee of three, 

,vhereupon, 

Messrs Rogers, C. Smitqers and Waples, were appointed such1eo"'· 
Jllillee. 

On motion of Mr. Waples, 

Chapter 33, was referred to a committee of three. 

'Whereupon, 

Messrs. Waples, Harper and Boulden, were appointed ,ueh: COll'm.it· 
too. · · 

On motion'of Mr. Boulden, 

phapter 30, was niferred to a committee of tqrce. 

Whereupon,· 
. ' Messrs. Boulqen, Harrington and Martin, ,ycre appoiqteq such CQlll· 

. mittee. · · · 

On motion of Mr. C. Smithers, 

ph.apt~r as, w~s referreq to q i:olJ\mit~ec ()f three. 

Whereupon, . ~ 
Messrs. C'. Sqiitµers, ~0!1ge u,nd Salterfie1<1, were ar,pointeq said com­

)Ilittee~ 
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Mr. Newton presented the pet1t1on of Wm. Chandler and others, 
praying an appropriation from the State, to defray the expet~ses incurred 
in furnishing the Delaware block of granite for the Washington Monu­
ment, which, 

' , On his motion, 

'Was read and referred to a committee of three. 

WhereupO..,E,, 

Messrs. Newton, Harper and Martin, were appointed said commit­
tee. 

Mr. C. Smithers presented the petition of Thomas Lockwood, also one 
from David Warren, both relating to the same subject, viz: To author­
ize Thomas Lockwood, administrator of the estate of Penelope W atren, 
to sell certain lands, and to distribute the proceeds thereof in the manner 
set forth i1rsaid petitions, which, 

On his motion, 

Were read, and referred to a committee of thzee, with leave to report 
by bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. C. Smithers, Boys and Scribner, were appointed su~h com­
mittee. · 

.. , Ofl lllt>tion of Mr •. Boulden, 

Clfapter22, of the revi11ed code, entitled, "Of United States Sena­
tors," was read a third time by paragraphs, and 

Passed the House. 
Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

M;r .. ~artin pi:esented the petition of Robt. B. Houston, Joseph Kol­
lock and John Morris, of J., praying for an amendment to the" Act for· 
improving and extending the nwigation of Pokomoj..e River," '".hich, 

On his motion, 

\Vas read and referred to a committee of three. 

Whereupon, 

~essrs. Martin, E. Smithers and Rogers, were appointed such com· 
mittee. 

Mr. Boys, from the conuuittce to whom w;is referred the petition' 9r 
Edward Mclnall and others, reported a bill entitled, "An act to incor· 
porate the Odd Fellows' Library Company, which, 

On bis motion, 

Was read. 
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On motion1 , · 

The ;ffouire 3iJjoumed until three o'clock, thi• at\emoon~ . ·~ . . . ' . ' . 

• 

.... &me day, 3 o'cloci, P. M, ,, 
'~''.The House met pursuant to adjoummen~ · ·, 
.. "Mr. C. Smithers, from' the committee tQ whct~-WaJ 1!8fe~. ~:,~ 
~iio1uppointing a. cornmit~e to exa.min.· e. the.···. {~t.Q~S ~ t~ .. e .. JA&f .... ~.· ... ".'.al 
election for or against a convention, s.ubapitlel\ a nipol1 ~v~)QM,Qf 
., maj1>rhy, which, · · · · . . : · · , 

On· his motion, 

Wu read as follow~, to wit 1-

Rapo:n qf t'JM Minority of the Comniltt,ein relt,llo,a lo tfllR,ag a Cera· 
tlmlion:- ' ' 

. I . 

The undersigned, minority of the committee· to .whom were·~ 
the retutn.s of the votes.cast at the special efeclion held to deuirm1•·ioe 
sense of the people in'relation to llldling a <Jo11vendora !u, amtnd the 
COI)sti.tution of thi.s State, com1l,lun1cated to tilt;; Ilott• of ileprete,i1a· 
$ive11 by .hjs Excellency, the Governor, beg lea,e to present the tbllo,v. 
ing as a mqiority report, and protest igaiilst the action and d~lnadon 
of ihe nia}ority of the committal!. · 
· !\"he un,~eraigii~d entered upon the coneide':'~on of the aubj~t cotn· 
nu\~ to. il!elllt W!d_i a full sense of'tbe rea~11bility relting u~ t'heoi 
ae.membera of .th1,·(l~neral lsaemb~, . .swcmi. to ·~rt.a.e U~­
tjon, and .as oitiaens of the 'State of DeJia'flre, alike mirest.ar,= 
other in the maintenance of their con•tftntional·r~~th,.'o rs ' ,' . 
ty for the p,ro&eoti. • on o. f indiyi~a. I life, 1. iberty and P!'l'pert)'. · 'Int~. 
with this responsibility, after all the conaidiintion anl reBeotlott 1fflieh 
they have been able to bestow dfl the su!>j~t,ritb wh~eh . · ... ·haft~ 
,:barged .• \he Jlnders~.g?J. .ed have.· com. e to .. tlij)'llettletleon .. · e .. luti. • .. ~-...•.. en· .cf:.i!.·r · Ule Oom1t1Lut1on which they hav~ hworn to 1,ipport, ae. . lf'fp .. r!'-
tum11 which have been · commumcated, there ill no l · · a1e power ,n 
\his General Assembly to~· a con~tio~ bpt ~n \be,~, that any 
lit.w ~n;icted Cot ihat purpose-, wilt be in 'Dt:' · · .. ··ior·. ·1w au~; atid 
a• •ms to them, in violation of oru(ef i:1t · fiiesfprovia •• 
· lnJbe appreheasion of the unde~gned f ,i• only' neeeamy 9'r. ant· 
~ ubias~ as to his jqdgment'.by sioisu,r ocmsidlli'*~ · or tbe ·. o'iet­
ruliµg authority of the opinion ofanotber, to read the ninth ar~ 0, tbe 
Comnituttion, relative to calling a· con:~ntion, to be impeiled (o tb! • 



clusi,0n, that under circumstance .. as now existing, no such power is dele­
gated io this General Assembly, but tha& in order to authorize a law. for 
this pllrpo13e.·there· must have been cast, in its favor, at the special elec­
tion, the V()t~ ofa majority of all the citizens of this State, entitled to 
vote fqr1'epresentatives. · 

Bythe returns communicated to this House, it appears that the whole 
number of votes cast at that election, was 4,554; of these 3,335 were i1' 
favor, and'l,231 against a convention; being a majority of the vPtes ac· 
tually cast of 2,104 in favor of a convention. Now it is well known t~ 
the undersigned and to every memher of this House, that there are more. 
than twelve thousand legal voters in this State entitled to vote for Repre· 
sentatives. From the returns therefore, it is manifest.that ol these 12,800 
voter, less than one-third of the whole number V\)ted in favor of a ~01,1 
,vention to amend the Constitution. , 

From this statement, it is clear that if the o~inion of the undersigned is 
-well-founded, that a majority of the whole number of vot.ers in the Sta~ 
must concur in expressing their sense that a convention should be calMa 
this General Assembly, under existmg circttmstanc.es, has no authority 
to enact a law for that purpose. . 

The fir~t and only question therefore, in the judgment o( the under· 
·signed is, whether such is the true meaning and interpretation of the 
ninth article of the Constitution. In reference to this question, the Q­

dersigned beg leave to submit briefly a few sugge!ltion1;1. , 
The Constitution ·of 1792, commonly called the old constitution, y, 

diatioguish it from that ofl~3\, h1 the te\lth article, on thy s.ubject of a 
convention, uses the following angunge : · · · · 

"No convention shall be caHed but by \he authority Qf the p,iople; anp. 
an unexceptionable mode of ~aking their sen~e known, will be for the1'). 
at a general election of representatives, to vote also by bal~ot for or against 
a convention, as they shall severally choose to do; and if, .ther~upon, it 
shall appear that a majority of all the citizenli1 in the $,tat~, h.aving rig~t 
to vote for representatives,, havP. voted for a convention:, tl\e' 9eneral A.I-: 
.sembly shall a,~cordingly at thoir next session, yall 3: co.nven~ion,, fo ~olt. 
sist of at least as many members as tl1ere are in both Hom~ef! ot the U 
gislature, to be chosen iu the same manner, at the same place!! and at ine 
same time, that representatives are, by the citizens entitled to ".Oie for 
representatives on due notice given for one month, a,ud to. ~eet with~ 
thr_ee months after they shall be elected." . . • 

Such are the provisions of the tenth article of the co.n!!titution ()f 179;. 
and to the minps of the undersigned, th"-t article is entirelv clear as to the 
number of vo\es requisite to authorize the Gencr:d 1\~sembly to call ii: 
<'Onvention. It declares that the citizens of this State entitled to vote f~,. 
r~presimt!ltives, mar vote for ~r against a conven~ion a.t any general e_le&: 
t1on of representatives;. and 1f, thereupon, that 1s, upon such vote, 1.t fl 
found that a majority of the whole number, not of those who in fact 
voted, .but (!(all the citizens in the Sta_te having right to vote for rtip_'rf- · 
aent~ea, h"ve vote~ for a Convenlion, then .the . General Asse.m&tj 
shonld call a co1hention. · · · , , 



There ii. 110 ambiguity in its phraseology-no vagueness in its require.: 
mentJ;;. There was, howev.er, an omission in this tenth article, by reason 
of wh~ch it was found inconvenient in its practical applicatioll, but which 
was s.upplied by the convention of 1831. This omission wu the failute 
to furnish any authoritative test by which to determine whether such 
majority had, at any election, voted for a convention. The undersig1led 
will now briellv show how and how far the Constitution of 1792, on 
this subject. was .altered by the convention of 1831. A compari,on of 
the ninth article of the Amended CoMtitution will exhibit tha~ the whole 
of the tenth article as it stood in tho Constitution of 1792, was retained 
by the convention, except the words "general .election of Representa­
tives" and the. word "also," which were stricken ~ut, and in lieu thereof 
were inserted the words " a special election on the third Tuesday o/ 
~May, in any yem·," and to the article, thus amended, the following 
Words were added: 
. "The majority of all the citizens in the State having righUo vote for 
representatives, shall be ascertained by reference to the highest numbeJ,ctf 
rotes cast in the State, at any one of the three general elections .. aeD 
preceding the day of voting for a convention, except where th_ey m,y.be 

· teas than the whole number of votes voted, both for and agamst a, QOn­
veotion; in which case the said majority shall be ascertained by,r,kr­
ence to the number of votes given ,on the day of voting for or against a 
convention: and whenever the General Assembly shall deem a conven, 
lion necessary, they shall provide by law for the holding of a special 
election, for the purpose of ascertaining the sense of a majority of the 
citizens of the State, entitled to vote for representatives." · · 

It is perfectly clear to the l)ndersigne<l, that this alteration. in no way 
affected the majoritj• which was required by the plain terms of the Con:­
s&itation of 1792. . The change of the time of holding the election from 
& "general" to a " special" day, has no possible tendency to affect it ; 
such change may render the majority more difficult to be obtained, but 
does not for that reason render it any the les11 imperative. 

The suffix in the Amended Constitution, from the commencement to 
the end of the ii.rat clause, simply supplies the omission in the old Cpn~ 
slitution, by furnishing a mode by which the requisite majority can be 
ascertained-applying as a test the highest number of votes voted at any 
of the three general elections, immediately preceding; and' th.e latter 
clause only provides another unexceptionable mode of enabling the peo­
p_le to express their wishes on the subject of a convention •.. By this 
~ause the General .11.aaenibly has, in its discretiop. the authority to ot.der 
ft any time -a special election, to.ascertain the sense of the people; but 
·t,, the express terms of the amendment this sense must.be expressed as 
1 
•• lie aense of the majority of the citizens of the State, entitled to vo.te 
for repre11e11.t1tive11." The undersigned cannot percei"e how any doub& 
. can exist as to the meaning of terms so definite. . ... 1 

'l'hey are not unaware that it has been urged that the Constim.tian dt­
clares that the mode therein.preseri\>ed i!I "an unexcl,lptic,na~ q,qqe'~.on­
ly; and is, therefore, merely advisory and not directory, leaving to th'! 

. .. .. ... . ... -· ... -·-· ...... . "t 



peopie any other mode of expressing their sense, and not confiriii1g ihem 
to the precise mode t~erein indicated. Without stopping to consider the 
iliffictilties 1rhicb lie at the threehold of this suggestion, the undersigned 
't¥ill onljr observe that it is manifest that. this word "unexceptionable" 
has reference only to the mode, or manner by which the sense of the 
people is to be expressed-it does not pretend to regulate the number of 
yotes necessary to authorize the General Assembly to call a convention: 
The undersigned recognize a broad distinction between the majority 
which the Constitution requires, and the mere way or method which it 
indicates for the people to express their opinion. It might well be, that 
the Constitution, -«rhilst requiring a majority of all the voters in the 
State, should nevertheless indicate. alternative mclhods by which thit 
\tote shall be expressed ; and in the opinion of the undersigned, 1mch is 
the fact in l'elation to the ninth article of t1-1e Constitution. They 
believe that article to ·designate two modes--by_ the one the day for the 
"special election is fixed by the Constitution it being eontemrlated that 
'lhe requisites for holding such election ,vould be provided by the Legis-
1ature-by the other it is committed to the discretion of the General As­
sembly; but in either case. the Constitution requires a majority of ill the 
·citizens of the State, entitled to vote for representatives; 

Acting under the authority vested in them by the last clause of. this 
ariicle;.a~ th.cir last session the General Assembly enacted a law authori­
zing a special eleetion. The undersigned beg leave to inquire, for what 
)urpose· was "this election ordered to be held 1 The Constitution an­
swers, "for the purpose of ascertainil'l'g the seuse of a majority of the 
Citizens of the State, entitled to vote for represe11tatives ;" and the only 
.evidence of ihat sense in favor of a convention, is the number of votes 
. east at that election, for a contention. 
. That the Constitution requires a majority of all the voters of the State 
·to e:1tpres1:t their sense in favor of a convention, to authorize the call of 
·l!luch convention; the undersigned belieYe is the opinion of nine-tenths of 
the people they represent; and that the adoptfon of any other opinion 
is of reeen:t date, and rather taken upon: trust from other individuals, than 
formed by the ,eneraHty of those who profess ta entertain it from an ex­
amination for themselves of the in'Strument th·ey pretend to interpret. 
They believe~ also, that this opinion has been manufactured to suif cir­
cumstances, and changing according to the exigencies of the moment, 
has assumed this 'form only since the failure to obtain the requisite ina­
jorj~y at the special eleetibn, made it neeessary to secure a convention. 

The undersigned, in· corroboration of their opinion of tih.e meaning of 
the Constitution, 'beg leave to refer to a few facts, well authenticated, and 
in their judgment establishi~ beyond questiorrthe construct'iol:Y for which 
they contend, . 

I. It is matter of history, that the convention which iirmed the old 
Constitution, rtijected a resolution that expressly declared tbat a majori­
ty of the votes east was sufficlcnt to am11orize the call of a colivention. 

2. It is well understood1 ~·~h has been the construction of this 
•rticle-from time immemorilil ; · and in accordance· with this interptelll· 
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iici,i, the General Assembly, at their session in ts3i, in enacting tho 11Act 
iioncerning a Convention," having first counted the ballots, expressly dc­
i:lared in that act, as the foundation of their- legislative enactment, "that 
a mt~ority of all the citizens in the State, having right to vote for repre.: 
sentatives di~, at the last ge_nerril election of representatives, vote' for a 
con ve lition." .· . . . . 

3. 'fhe undersigned, beg le'tive particularly to refer to the acts d'nd de.: 
clarations of iHe members o'f the convention of 1831, when revising and 
amending the article, which is now tlie subject df construction. By re• 
forenc:e to the report of the debates of that convention; it will be seen 
that the amendment to the tenth article of the Constitutioh, was pfopo'std 
by Mr. John M. Clayton', a delegate from Kent county. ln presenting 
this amendment, Mr. Clayton distinctly declared that the constitution 
provideu that a majority of all the citizens of the State, having right.Id 
vote for representativi,s, 1tiust vote for a convention, and that hill amentl~ 
inent was for the purpose of ascertaining this majority, and to o'fitain die 
sense of the people, unbiased by any other com1iderntion, he p'ropb'sed 
that the time for expressing that sense should be at a special, instca'd iif 
a [(eneral election, as;m<ler the Constitution of 1702; 

LThe opponents of the plaii of a special instead of a general -eleetion, 
urged the impropriety of i!te change, on the ground of the ~iffieulty, if 
not impossibility of calling a conventioll ,under its opei'alion, 

Mr. Read, of New Castle eountyi 1<aid that he was opposed to a spe; 
cial election for ascertaining the sense of the people on the subject of a 
conventio1i. THe questio'n was one which ought not to be separated 
from other questions. " I will say," continued Mr. Read, "if yoti 
wished to devise a plan by wlti,ch no other convention ·should De held, 
it would be in this. way." '' Throw it o./J to a bye·election and will.it 
fiat be the same as to say there never shall be a convention at all.,, 

To the suggestions of Mr. Read, it was answered by Mr. Clayton in 
this language :.....;"If a mere majority were sufficient, the dominant partf 
eould call a conventi011 whenever it choe-e. If it was a fairly expreflsed 
opinion of the majority there could be no objection I but of more than 
9,000 voters in the State, but 2,000 miglit come· out, and 1,200 oj these 
might change the wlwle organization of government. ,t . 
. "The gentleman arg~es for a _full majority for c~lli.ng a convention; 
he must then be for a: fair ascertamment of:. that maJor1ty,". . .. 

. It has been said t/iat the people would never come out to a special 
election~ I ask if it is rigltt td call a cdnvention, if the evU~ suffered 
are so small tliat the people will not ride to the p'1lls to remedy them.'J" 
How would the members of that eonve11tion have been astoniehed liad 
they beeri told, that, after this language, the doctrin~ would be insisted 
on and would prevafl With any General Assembly, that of more than 
12,000 voters in the Sta:te·, but 4,000. might come out to a special elec· 
tion ordered under that constitution, and of these thaf the votes or 3,000 
would 11.uffice to call .a Convention ! 

Judge 'llall also opposed the change from a general to a ~pe1:iai elec· 
tion, He said that "he did not wiish fir see another convention, He 
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did not expect ever to see one, but hr. <li<l not consider i& expedient that 
the calling a ca1'ivention al,ould be made s~ difficult ,as tl,e amend~ 
proposed by t~.lfentl~an [ron~ .Kent would "!lake it." 
. ·rhe undersigned might quote much more fully from the debates in 
that convention on this article, b11t in their judgment the above suffices 
to exhibit th~ views of the members of that·body in relation to the m'a.t~ 
ter before them. . It i~ manifest that the argument in opposition to the 
change from a general to a special election, proceetled from a conviction 
t~at the proposed amendment would re1ider the calling of a convention 
difflcult, if not well nigh ifup~ssible. . ' 

The undersigned here beg lanve to inquire how it was possible to reu­
der'it mo}'.e difficult than heret1lore1 prcivitled a mere majority of votes 
cast on the election day was lo he taken ~s the test of the sense or the 
people? Unless the Constitution conteniplatctl that it majority of all the 
vdte'rs in the State, should vote in favor of a convention, what difference 
would it make in calling a convention whether the election was genetat, 
or spedal? Would not the proposed change have niadc a convention 
easier to be obtained on any other stipposition ? Is not a special electio!). 
when comparatively few voters come oui, a surer mode of obtaining 'a 
mere m~jority of the votes cast, than a general election, when the whole 
poll onhe State is voted? . , 

The exceeding solicitude of Judge Hall and Mr. Read, les.t the pP.opl'o 
would thereafter be deprived of the opportunity of holding conventions, 
was sheer hypocrisy, unless they believed that the ninth article of. the 
Constitution required the votes of a majority of all the citizens of the 
State, entitled to vote for representatives. Their argument can be sup.' 
ported on no oiher hypothesi~their predictions were silly, under any 
other construction. · 

With this evidence of the intention of the framers of the Conl!titution, 
plainly embodied in the express words of that instrument, the undersigned 
can come to no other conclusion, than that a clear majority of all the vo~ 
ter~ of the State, is. prescril;>ed as a requisite to the call of a Convention',. 
and failing that majority, this General Assembly has no authority to en­
aot a law calling a r,onvention. , . . . . 

It is not unknown to the understgned, that the doctrine has beea ail.; 
vanced that, admitting the requirements of the Constitution as dii~~a~ 
ing a majority of the whole !mmber of voijlrs, t~e convention h.i<l 110 

right or power to bind the people to any given inode of alteri~ the fun­
damental law of the State ; that the right of ultimate sovereigilly .ri:ia,id,es 
in the people-a right of which they are incapable of divestirig .th~µa­
selves, and by which th-ey have power at their plea!Jtii'e, to .alter or'.,)1.ol­
ish the form of government; arid that unlesr; this Legislature· eliall lO de• 
termine, by passing an act for this purpose, there.never can.~• aii,otlier 
convention; · · . · ' · · . 

If by this is meant the right of re,·olution,' which, ~venides ~e 
Constitution, rejecting its authority and defying ils restrieli+DB, the q_n. 
dersigned have no disposition to deny that such right exllit$, as the~~ 
.mate·appeal, whether such appeal is to be sustained by ~soi& kl.~& 
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peaceable decisions of the ballot box, or tlte fo_rcihle arbitrament of t~ 
sword. They admit that the people have the nght to determine the form 
of government under which t4ey will li~e, and th~t a people enjoying a 
republican form of gq~er~oient may, if they _will, abrogate. su.ch for~ 
and erect in lieu tpere9t, a ~onarj!hy. But while the un<lers1gned adm,it 
this, they cannot forget thal they are members of the General Assembly 
of the State of Delaware,-members by for£e of the Constitution-w.hich 
Constitqiion they ~ave. sworn t? su~port. That the vote which they 
are called on to give, 1s to be given m the character they maintain a_s 
representatives, elected under its provisions-subject to its authority, 
which by their obligations they are bound to 'maintain. As such reprG­
sentativ.es, they cannot recoghi~e any duty beyond the functions com­
mitted to them by its sancti_on; and that whatever the people, in the ex­
ercise of their inherently sovereign power, may or may not do; inde­
pendently of and contrary to the Co_nstitution, !hat~~ m~mbers of the· Gen­
eral Assembly, they can only act m co?form1ty with its provisions. 

. The undersigned cannot forbear askrng, whence they obtain the au­
thority to dispute the obligatio_n of a~ instrument from whence th.ey dt;l­
rive all their powers 1 Can this Legislature, the creature of the Consti­
tution, untlertake to sit in judgment on its provisions, and pl\Ss a decree 
of annulment on any of its requirements? "Is the serv(lnl" greater than 
l_lis master?" What part of the Constitution, if any, is beyond the reach 
of this legislative nullification? Is the clause which defines the capacity 
of an elector? What more right had the convention to define who should 
be entitled to vote, than how he should exercise. the right of suffrage? 

The undersigned cannot forbear to record their most emphatic dissent 
to a doctrine which subjects the Constitution of the 8tate to the whim 
and caprice of a Legislature, the represe_nta~ives of party prejudices and 
party animosities-to be regarded as brnwng only so far as it happens 
to agree with their ideas of present expediency, but denied and despised 
whenever it is deemed requisite for the purpose of party advantage or 
partizan :1ggrandizement. 
· The undersigned have also heard the opinion advanced, that if the peo~ 
ple should ratify the Cons_titution made fur and st~bmitted to them by 
th~ delegates to be elected m pursua~ce ~f the election to be ordered by 
the General Assembly, that such rauficatwn would cure all previous er­
rors, and validate the instrument thus submitted. The undersigned can­
not fully appreciate the force of the argument fur the ratification ot a 
void act. · lf the Legislature has no constitutional authority to pass this 
law, they can confer no legitimate power oh the delegates to be elected 
pnder itg prqvisionii, and although a Constitutiun made by them, submit­
ted to, and deliberately sanctioned by the peopl,e, being acquiesced in. 
may be held binding, it will not be so upon the principle of ratification, 
but of the original adoption of an instrument which any other thirty or 
forty-five men would have an eqt1aJ right to frame, and propose for. ibeir 
approval. · Such adoption by the people, would in no deg.ree absolv.e 
this General Assembly, from a violation of the Constitution, and the fact 
that it might become finally the settled law would render their action 
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110110 the less revolutionary. This Legislature might as well draft it 
Constitution and submit it for ratification at the next general election, aud 
thus save the formality, to say nothing of the expense of a convention. 

The undersigned do not derm it necessary to say anything in relation 
to the manifest errors and imperfections of the bill now before the Legis­
lature. 'fhey regard the mode by which the cir.legates are proposed to 
be electe4, as entjrely incompatible with the provision which declares, 
tln.t they shall be •1 chosen in the same manner, at the same places, and 
at the same time as representatives are by the citizens etltitled to vote 
for representatives." 

They also consider that in the apportionment among. the SC\'eral dis­
tricts, gross inequality 0f representation is manifest-that by no rule of 
proportion with which the undersigned are acquainted, is it just, that the 
city of Wilmington, with a voting population of nearly two thousand, 
;,hould be entitled to 110 larger representation than Red Lion Hundred, 
with not quite two hundred. 

These, however, arc minor considerations, merged, as the undcrsigneq 
believe, in the greater evil ofa flagrant violation of the Constitution ; and 
if this General Assembly is determined to call a convention, despite the 
provisions of the Constitution, it is of little consequence how far the 
mere details.of the bill may conflint with the rules of propriety. . 

There are other arguments and considerations which the undersigned. 
fUight present, without irrelevancy, but the limits to which this rrpcirt 
must be confined, requires them to omit such. considerations, satisfied 
that the preceding remarks sµlliciently set forth their views ; and al­
though the undersigned do not hope to produce any change in the pre­
i)etermined course of a!!tion which may have been resolved 01,, } et they 
have performed a duty which they owe<l to themselves and their constit­
ent~, in protesting against what they believe a gross infraction of the 
Constitution. 

In accordance with their opinion, as above expressed, they herewith 
'submit a resolution declaring that according to the return of the votes 
cast at the spe!!ial election, communicated to this House, this Genernl 
,l\ssembly has no authority to call a convention. 

CALEB SMITHERS, 
FRANCIS B. IIAiiPER. 

Mr, Harper offered the following rcsoluton, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read as follows, to wit:-

RtMJolved by the Senate and Iloim ef Representatives of lite State 'oj 
Delaware, in General .!J.sscmbly met : That accortl i1.1g to the return of 
the votes ·cast at the special election hel<l to ascertain the sense of t~e 
people in relation to calling a convention, as communicated by his Excel­
lency, the Gover~or, this General As~mbly has no authority to call a 
convention. 

Mr. Smithers moved, 
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That the resolution be adopted. 

On which, 

The House being divided, the yeas and nays were called, which on 
being taken, were as follows : 

Yeas.-Messrs. Chambers, Harper, Harrington, C. Smithers and E. 
Smithers. 5. 

Nays.-Me~srs. Boulden, Derrickson, Hosea, Lodge, Martin, New­
ton, Rogers, Satterfield, Waples, Mr. Speaker. 10. 

So the resolution was Lost • .. 

Mr. Chambers moved, 

That on!) lrnndred copies of .the minority report submitted by Mr. 
C. Smithers, be printed for the use of the House, upon 

Which motion, 

The House being divided, the yeas and nays were called, which being 
taken, were as follows: 

' ~ eas.-Mes11rs. Chambers, Harper, Harrington, _c. Smithers, E. 
Smithers, Mr, Speaker. 0. · 

Nays.-Messrs, Boulden, Derrickson, Hosea, Lodge, Martin, New. 
ton, Rogers, Satterfield and _W a_ples. 9. 

So the motion was Lost. 
On motion of Mr. Newton, 

Chapter 57, of the revised code, e11tit!ed, "Of Fences," was read a 
flecoµd time by ..its title. 

On motion of Mr. Derrickson, 

Chapter 40, of the revised code, entitled, "Of the School Fund," wa1 
:f'Ca.d I\ second time by its title. 

l\fi;. 0Qambers, from tQe committee to whom was referred chapter 
fi5, of the revised code, entitled, "Fish, Oysters, an,d Game," reported · 
1aid chapter with an amendment, which, . 

On his motion, 

Was i;ead and adopted, as follows: 

Amend the bill by striking out all after the word "County," in &he 
\hird line of tho thineenth section, to the word "in," in the fourth line. 

· Also, amend the bill by striking 01.~t in section 16, the word "April," 
in the thirteenth line, and ins.ert in lieu thereof the word " May," · 

On motion of Mr. Chambers, · 

The said bill was read a second time by its title. 
6 
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On motion of Mr. Derrickson, 

From the committee to whom was referred chapter 50, of the revised 
(;ode," Of Boundaries," 

Said chapter was read a second time by its title. 

· · Mr, Harper, in pursuance of notice previously given, ask'ed, and 

. On motion of Mr. C. Smithers, 

· Obtained leave to introduce a bill entitled, " An act to prevent the sal(\ 
oflottery tickets in this State, which, · .. 

· On his motion, 

Was read. 

· Mr-. Boulden, from the committee to whom was refer~ed ehapier 531 
of the revised code, entitled, "Of Taverns, Ale Houses, and Victualling 
Houses," reported said chapter with an amendment, which, .. 

. 'On his motion, 

Was read as follows, to wit: 

·Am~nd chapter 53, concerning Taverns, Ale Houses, and Vi~tualli114 
Houses, by striking out all after the 1st section, and insert the following 
ia lieu thereof=~ · · 

SEc, 2, The petition for sucr1·rec·ommendation shall state the inten•. 
tion of the petitioner to keep a tavern, with or without the sale of spirit­
uous liquors, and the license shall conform thereto. The fees for a li­
cense with the privilege to scll l_iquor, shall be as follows:' 'fo' any per­
aon who owns or occupies a house and premises, whose assessed value 
shall not exceed in amount the sum of five thousand dollars, the sum of 
fifteen dollars ; to any person who owns or O\:cupies a ~ouse and 'premi· 
s'es whose assessed value is more than five thousand dollars, and less 
than ten thousand dollars, the sum of twenty-five dollars; to any person 
who owns or occupies a house and premises whose assessed value is moii 
than ten thousand dollars, and less than fifteen thousand dollars, the sum tf 

· forty dollars; and to any person who owns or occupies a house .and··pl'e!' · 
mises whose assessed value is more than fifteen thousand do!lal'8,:·dat 
sum of fifty dollars; for a license without such })rivilege, five dollars, 

SEc, 3. No person shall keep an ale house, or victualling. ho.use, 
without a license from the Governor, to be gratJ.te cl on the recommenda­
tion of the said Judges, setting forth that he is a fit person and well quali­
fied to keep such house; the fees for such licen<ie shall be five dollars. 1 

SEc. 4. At the close of each term, the Court shall send to the State 
Treasurer by mail, and also to the Secretary of State, a list of the pe&i,, 
sons recommended for license, stating the sum received from each.- . 
(The license shall have force for one year from the end of the term1 and 
no longer-") 
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Snc. 5. If any person shall keep a tavern, ale house, o.r victualfing 
house, without a valid license, or if anv person, without sttch license 
authorizing the sale of spirituous liquor,· shall directly or inctirectly sell 
any spirituous liq nor or wine, by any measure less than a quart; or any 
punch or mixed liquor by any measure whatever, such person shall be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be fined fourteen dollars: 

Provided, That if a house be duly licensed, and the tenant be changed 
during the year, it shall be lawful for the new tenant to keep such house 
under said license. until the em! of the next term of said court in the 
county. 

SEC. 6. Ifony tavern keeper, or the keeper of any ale house or vic­
tualling house, shall suffer any person to contiuue drinking and tippling 
in his house at unseasonable hours of the night; or shall suffer any 
drunken or diso1dcrly person to remain in his housf'; or shall suffer any 
game upon which any thing is betted or hazarded to be played in his 
house or its dependencies, he shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor. 
and shall be fined for the first offence ten dollars; M>r the second or 
other offence twenty-live dollars; and on a third conviction he shall also 
forfeit his license, and shall not.be re-licensed for three years thereafter. 

SEc, 7. If a tavern keeper or keeper of an ale house; shall give credit 
to any IPinor, or to any sailor shipped or belonging to any vessel', he 
shall lose the sum so credited, and the same shall not be recoverable, 
unless snch credit was given with the conse1it of the parent or guardian 
of such minor, or of the master or owner of such vessel. 

On motion of Mr. Boulden, 

The said amendment was postponed for further consideration, till to· 
morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Derrickson, 

The bill entitled "An act to incorporate the Mutual Insurance Com· 
pany of Mill Creek Hundred," was read a second time by its title. 

Mr. Harper, presented the claim of R. H. Moore, for papers furnished 
the Court of Errors and Appeals, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read and reforr~d to the committee on Claims. 

On motion, 

·The House adjourned until to-morro:w mor11iJ1g, 10 o'clock 



FRIDAY, 10 o'clock, .11. M., January 16, 186:!. 
The Hause met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

On motion of Mr. Boys, 

Chapter 63, General provisions, concerning Trade, 

" 64, Limited Partnerships, ,, 
" 

65, Of Principal and Surety, 

67, Of the sale and inspection of Dread Stuffs, 

68, Of Retailers of Goods, and Pedlars, 

" 69, Of Pilotage, Navigation and Vessels, 

Of the R:evised Code, were reacl. 

On motion of Mr. Boys, 

Chapter 66, bf Weights and Measures, was by special order, read bf 
its title. 

On motion of Mr. Waples, 

Chapter 63, was referred to a committee of three. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Waples, Chambers and Rogers were appointed such com·' 
inittee. 

On motion of M~. Boulden, 

Ohaptet 64, was referred to a committee of three. 

Whereupon,. 

Messrs. Boulden, C. Smithers and Waples were appointed l!lueh coia.­
mittee. 

On inotion of Mr. Harper, 

Chapter 65, was referred to a committee of three. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Harper, SatteJli.eld and Boulden were appointed Stleh com• 
mittee. 

On motion of Mr. Martin, 

Chapter 66, was referred to a committee of three. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Martin, Harrington and Derrickson ,were appointed 1!¥elr 
committee. 

On motion of M1·, Derrickson, 
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diiaptcr 67, was referred to a committee of three. 

Whereupon, 
Messrs. neirickson, E. Smithers and Martin were appuintcd said 

committee. 

On motion of Mr. Newton, 

Chapter 68, was referred to a committee of three. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Newton, Harper and Waples were appointed such committee~ 

On motion of Mr. Rogers, 

Chapter 09, was referred to a committee of three. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Rogers, Po,vell and Satterfield were appointed such committee. 

On motion of Mr. Chambers, 

Chapter 55, of the revised code, entitled "For the Protection of Fish, 
Oysters an<l Game," was t:.ken u;i for consideration, 

:When Mr. Boulden, 

Offered the following amendment, which, 

, On his motion, 

Was read and adopted, as follows : 

Amend Sec. 11, by striking out the word "March" in the third line, 
and insert the word " Febmary ;" also, in the fourth line of sairl. section 
strike out the word " first" and inllert the word "fifteenth ;" also, in 
said section fifth line, strike out the word " March" and insert the word 
''February." 

On motion of Mr. Boulden, 

Chapter 36, of the revised code, entided, "Of Notaries Public and 
Commis_sioners of Deeds," was read a second time by its title. 

Mr. Boulden offered the following resolution, which, 

On his motion, 

· Was read as follows, to wit: 

Resolved by the Senate and House o[, Representatives of t!te State 
of Delaware in General .flssembly met, fhat the State Treasurer be, and 
he is hereby authorized and required to pay to the order of Daniel Ste­
venson, ( negro) of New Castle county, such sum of money as has been or 
may be paid into the Treasury of the State, by the Sheriff of said county, 
on account of the fine imposed by sentence of the Court of General 
Sessions of the Peac~ and Ga~l Delivery, in ~nd for ~aid c~1mty, at the 



46 

May term thereof, 1851, upon a .certain John Davis (free negro) upon 
his conviction in said Court, of having burglariously entered the house 
of the said Stevenson in the night time . 

.On motion of Mr. Rogers, 

;I'he resolution was Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Ro~ers, 

Chapter 20, of the revised code, entitle1i " Election of Electors of 
President and Vice President," was read a third time by paragraphs 
and 

Passed the House. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr .. Derrickson, 

Chapter 40, of the revised code, entitled "Of the School Fund," was 
read a third time by paragraphs.and 

Passed tlte !louse. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Boys, Chairman of the Committee, to whom was referred the pe• 
tition of Wm. H. Gear and others, reported a bill, entitled "An act to 
incorporate Hope Lodge, No. 21, of the I. 0. 0. F., of the Stz.te of Del· 
aware in the City of Wilmington," which, 

On his motion, 

Was read. 

On motion of Mr. Rogers, 

Chapter 31, of the revised code, entitled '•Of the Attorney Generai,:' 
was read a second time by its title. · . . · 

On motion, 

The House adjourned until 3 o'clock, P. M. 

Same day, 3 o'clock, P. ill. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Boys, Chairman of the Committee, to whom was referred the pe· 
tition of Samuel Mc Clary and others, reported a bill entitled "_.n ac~ tc, 

incorpo~ate ~~~ ~ilmington r1ank Roa~ ~ompany,': ~hich, . . 



On his motion, 

Was read. 
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Mr. Newton presented the claim of Nathaniel Farson, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read, and referred t.o the committee on claims. 

Mr. Waples, from the committee, to whom was referred chapter 26, 
of the revised code, e1ititleJ •· General Assembly," rr,ove<l that the saiu 
chapter be re-committed with a view to amendment, 

Which motion Prevailed. 

Mr. Boys presented the petition of Moses E. Reeves, praying for a 
divo~ce from his wife Rebecca Ann Reeves, which, 

On his motion, 

,v as read and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report 
by 'bill or otherwise. 

)Yhereupo~, 

Messrs. Boys, Chambers and Martin, were appointed said committee. 

Mr. Boy~ presented the petition of Tliol)las J. Chandler and twenty-
two others, praying for an act to incorporate.Friendship Lodge, No. 22, 
I. O. 0. F., which, 

On his mo~iou, 

Was read and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report by 
bill° or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 

MessI'S'I Boys, C. Smithers and Waples, were appointed such com· 
mittee. 

Mr. Newton from the committee, to whom was referred chapter 68 of 
the revised code, reported said chapter with an amendment, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read and adopted, as follows : 

Amend third section, by striking out in the sixth line, the words "fifty 
dollars" and insert the following, "to a non-resident of the Statt' fifty 
dollars, and to a bona fide citizen eight dollars." , 

On motion of Mr. Derrickson, 

Chapter 56, of the revised code, entitled "Of Boundaries," was read 
~ third time by paragraphs and 

Passed tlie House. 
On motion of Mr. C. Smithers, 
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Chapter 17, of the revised code, entitled, "Election of.Assessors and 
Inspectors," was read a second time by its title. 

On motion of Mr. C, Smithers, 

Chapter 38, of the revised code, entitled, "Of the Clerk of the Cour, 
pf Errors and Appeals," was read a second time by its title. 

On motion of Mr. Boys, 

The bill entitled "An net to incorporatc..the Qdd Fellow's Libraiy 
Company" was read a second time by its title. 

On motion of l\lr. Boys, 

The bill entitled, "An :1.et to limit the hours oflabor, and prevent the 
employment in factories of children under ten years of age," was read ~ 
second time. 

On motion of Mr. Newton, 

Chapter 27, of the revised code, entitled, "Of the Goven1or," was 
read a third time by paragraphs and 

Passed the House~ 
Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Martin presented the petition of Benjamin Melson, praying for~ 
~ivision of Scqool Districts Nos. 43 and 41 in Sussex county, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report 
by bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs, Martin, Harrington arnl lI:\rper were appointed said com-. 
mitttee. 

On motion of Mr. Harper, 

The bill entitled •• An act to prevent the sale of· Lottery tickets in this. 
State;" was read a second time by its title. 

On motion of Mr. Martin, 

Chapter 66, of the revised code, entitled "Of Weights and Measures,'~ 
was read a second time by its title, by special order. 

On motion of .l\Ir. Martin, -Chapter I 0, of the revised code, entitled, " Assessors," w:as read ~ 
second time by its title. · 

On motion, 

The House adjourned until 10 o'clock, to-morrow morning. 
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SATURDAY, 10 o'cloclc, .11. M, January 17, 1852. 

The House met pursu,mt to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Bradford. 

Mr. Boys chairman of the committee to whom was referred the petl, 
tion of Moses E. Reeves, reported a bill entitled "An act to divorce 
Moses E. Reeves and Rebecca Ann, his wife, late ~ebecca Garrison, 
from the bonds of matrimony," which, 

On his motion, 

Was read. 

Mr. Martin presented the petition of John R. McFee and sundry other 
citizens of Sussex county, concerning the "Cape Henlopen Steamboat 
Company," which, · · 

On his motion, 

'\Vas read and referred to a committee of three. 

\Vhereupon, 

Messrs. Martin, E. Smithers aml Newlon were appointed said com, 
wittee. 

On motion of Mr. Boys, 

The bill entitled, "An act to limit the hours of labor, and prevent the 
employment in factories of children under ten years of age," was read 
a third time by paragraphs, and 

Palsed tlie House. 

Ordered to the Sepate for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Boys, 

The bill entitled, " An act to incorporate the Oqd Fellow's Library 
Company," was read a third time by paragraphs, and 

Passed t!te House. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Boys, 

The bill entitled, •' An act to incorporate Hope Lodge, No. 21, of the 
I. 0. 0. F., of the State of Delaware in the city of Wilmington," waa 
fead a second time by its title. 

There being then no quorum, 

The House adjourned until Monday, 2 o'clock, P. M. 
7 



~,:°ONDA Y, 2 o'clock, P. M., Jamrary 19th, l86~,, 

The House met pursuant to adjournme~~t. 

The Speak~r ~ot ~eing pr~s.e~t~ 

qn ~otio~ of M;r, Boy11, 

Mr. Mart\n 'Yas calle.d to ~he chair, 

When there being no.quorum, 

The House adjourned, until ~O o'clock to-m,o~ro.w: 

TUE8D,AY, 10 o'clock, .fl. .• M., J~nuary 20t~i, 1852. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Boys ffom ·· the committee appointed to settle wit\1 ttie Stl\l~ 
'rreasurer, mad.e the foUo~ing repo,:t, which, 

On his motion 
' ,; 

Was read as follo.~s, \o wit ; 

'l'he ~ommitl~ appointed t~ act Jointly with a (jommit\ee of t~e Sen-. 
ate, in the examination of the accounts of William Cannon, Trea~nrer. 
and Trustee of'tl\e School Funci; in settlement with said officer make' the 
f91lowing repo~t;· That ~n the 1$,th ·~iy o~ J'anuary,. A:!>. Hi52, 1be: 
State Treasurer settled with D.r. Lutlle.r Sw1gget1 Auditor of Accou11ts, 
at which time there was due from' him to the State the sum 'of 'twenti~ 
six h'u'ndred''and ninefoe"' ~on~~s a11;d ~w~ty~t"'.'0 cents.. . $2~lt~~ 

That on the same day ,he TJ"ustee oJ the Sc.hool Fimd settled with 
Dr.· Luther Swigget Auditor 9f Accounts,' at which time there ~as dne, 
frcim him to the said fund, eleven thousand four hunc!re<\ and ninety-five, 
dollars and twenty~seveti cents. ' ' . . . . . . ... 11,400 27 . . ' ' . . . . ; ) ~ ~ 

Due Districts in New Castle County, $678 79 
" " •• Kent •• . · 1015 39 
'' " " Sussex " 1972 23 

-- '366'tl ·~ .. ··_•; ... ,;. 

$1~,,so~ 
T.he ?,Ommittee furtl1~r ~epo_rt, th3;t the b~oks bave. been neatly _kept, 

· ~r~ect ~nd in good order, and ~hey find the -sum of seventeen th~sa,nd 
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reven hundred and eighty dollars and ninety cents, deposited to \hi! ere• 
dit of the State Treasurer in the Farmer's Bank at Dover. . • 

ABRAHAM BOYS, 
JOHN W. SCRIBNER, 

iANUARY 16; 1852. 

On motion of Mr. Rogers, 

The aliove report was .Adopted. 
Mr. Boys from the committee to whom was reierred the petition o( 

Thomas J. Charidler and others, reported a bill entitled "An act to in­
corporate Friendship Lodge, No. 22, of the I. 0. O. F., which, 

On his motion, 

Was read; 

Mr. Boys gave notice, that dn to-morrow he shotild ask leave t'O intro· 
duce a bill e~titled " An act to incorporate Plymonth Tent, No. 1, of 
the Sons of Washington." 

Mr; Newton presented the petition of James B. Henry and othe~, 
prriying an amendment to the "Act incorporating Delaware City,'' 
wh~~ · 

On his tiiotion, 

Was read and referred to a conunittee of three. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Newton, Hatpet and Scribnet were appointed said com­
mittee. 

Mr. Boys from the committee to whom was referred chapter 18, of 
the revised code, entitled, "Of the General Election," i;eported the satite 
with the following amendments, viz: by filling up the blanks in- the first 
section, fixing the places of holding the General Elections in the several 

• hundreds in this State; which, · 

On his motion, 

Were read1 ansl 

When, 

On his motion; 

The chapter was read li second time by its title. 
Mr. Boys presented the proceedings of the Towli meetittg held Janu­

ary 7, 1852, together with a resolution of the City Council, in favor o{ 
funding the floating debt of the City of Wilmjngton, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read and referred to a coinmiUee of three, with teav~ to report 
by bill or otherwise. 
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Wheteupon, 

Messrs. Boys, Chambers and Martin were ap1iointed saicl coii:imitteli; 

. Mr, Pride ptesented the petition of James Steel and others, praying 
for a faw to· create a new School District out of districts Nos. 54, 62 aml 
63 in Sussex county, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report 
by bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon; 

Messrs. Pride, Powell and Rogers were appointed said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Martin, 

Chapter 16, of the revised code, entitled, "General provisions re­
specting Electionst was read a second time by its title. . . 

Mr. Newton from the committee to whom was referred chapter 57 cif 
the revised code, entitled, " Of Fences," reported said bill with an 
amendment, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read, and 

As follows: 

Jldopted. 

"Amend the bill by inserting in tbe sixth line of section 42, immedi­
ately after the word Sheep, the word •Hogs.' " 

Mr. Boys presented the petition of John Ewing and thirty-nine othed, 
relative to the ten hour system of labor in factories, in certain cases, 
which, 

On hrs motion, 

Was read and referred to the committee already raised on that subject. 

On motion of Mr'. Harper, 

Chapter 65, of the revised code, entitled, "Of Principal and Surety/ 
was read a second time by its title. 

On motion of M!', Boulden, 

Ch.apter 36, of the revised code, entitled, ''. Of Notaries Public and 
Commissioners of D'eeds," was· read a third time by paragraphs, and 

Passed the House. 
' Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Boys, 

The bill entitled "An act to incorporate the Wilmington Plank Roacl 
Company," was read a: second time by its titfe, . . . 
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Mr. Pride presented the petition of B. J. Harl and other~, praying for 
a law authorizing them to erect gates across a ,certain public road in 
Sussex county, which, 

On his motion, 

·was read and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report 
by bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Pride, E. Smithers and Boulden were appointed said com· 
mittee. 

On motion of Mr. Waples, 

. Chapter 63, of the revised code, entitled, uGeneral provisions respect· 
ing trade," was read a second time by its title. 

· On motion of Mr. ·Bouiden, 

Chapter 53, of the revised co~e, entitled, "Concerning Taverns, Ale 
Houses and Victualling Houses," was taken up for consiqeration, when, 

On his motion, 

The.amendment offered and read ori the 16th instant, 

Was .11.dopted 

On his motion; 

The said chapter was read a second time by its title, 

On motion of Mr. Boys, 

. "The .bill entitled, •· An act to incorporate Hope Lodge, No. 21; of the 
I. 0. 0, F., of the State of Delaware and City of Wilmington," was 
read a thi~d time by pai:ngraphs, and 

Passed the House unanimously, 
By yeas and nays, as follows, to wit: 

Y eas.-Messrs. Boys, Boulden, Chambers, Derrickson, Harper, Har­
tington, Hosea, Martin, Newton, Pride, Powell, Rogers, Scribner, E. 
Smithers, C. Smithers; Waples and Mr. Speaker. 17. · , 

Nays.-None. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

. William Huffington, Esquire, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, in­
formed the House that the Senate had passed, and requested the concur­
rence of the House in the passage of the following chapters of the re· 
vised code, viz : A 

Chapter 7, Of the Revenue of the State, 

" · 9, Clerk of the Peace, 



" 
i 1, Of the Valuation of Property, 

12, Of Collectors, 

, " . 13, Of Comity 'fi:easurer, 

Ariel he ,vithdtew. 

On motion of l\tr. 13oys, 

The commuriicatioris from the Senate were read. 

On motion of Mr. Martin; 

Chapter 7, was referred tci a committee of three. 

Whereupon; 

Messrs: Martin; Harringtoti arid Derrickson 1trere appciirtted stlch colii• 
lnitttee. . 

On motion of Mr: Boys, 

Chapter 9, was referred to a committee of three: 

. Whereupon; 

Messrs. Boys, Sattenfield and Harper were appointed said coaimiilee. 

On motion o( Mr. Pride, 

Chapter 11, was referred to a committee of three; 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Pride, E. Smithers and Rogers wl!re appointed such cotil• 
lnittee. 

On motion of Mr. Chambers, 

Chapter 12, was referred to a conirt1.ittee cif three. 

Whereupon, . , 

Messrs. Chambers, Waples and Boulden were appointed such com~ 
mittee. 

On motion of Mr. Newton, 

Chapter 16, was referred to a committee of tl1rec. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Newton, C. Smithers and Pride were appointed such: com-
mittee. · · · 

On motion of Mr. Rogers, 

Cha.pter 31, of the revised code, entitled "Of tbe Attotney Gene~"' 
was read a third time by paragraphs, a.nd ' ' · · · ··· · 

P~Bucfrne. Ho~ 
Ordered to be returned to the Seuate. 



On motion of Mr. Waples, 

Chapter 46, of the revised code, entitled, "To prevent the spread of 
~nfectiou~ diseases," was read a third time by paragraphs, :md 
'.. \. " ' . ' . . 

Ordered to thfl Senate for concµrrence. 

On motion, 

The House adjourned until 3 o\:lo~k, P. M'. 

Sarne clay, 3 o'clock, P. Jl1. 

:fhe House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Passed the House. 

Mr. Rogers, in pursuance of notice previously given, asked, and 

On motion qf Mr. Boyi,, 

Obtai~ed leave to introduce a bill, entitled, " An act to authorize the 
Recorder of Deeds in and for New Castle county, to transcribe the. 
piortgage index of his said office and to procure a new seal of office," 
which, ' 
,r ; 

On his m,otion~ 

was read'. 

On motion of Mr. Newtol~, 

Chapter 8, of the revised code, entitled, " Of the. Levy Court." w3s 
read a second time by its title. · • 
t • " . 

On m~tjon <>f ¥1·, ~o.ys, 

The bill entitled '' An act to divo~ce Mosel;\ E. Reeves an~ Rebecca 
Ann his wife, late Rebecca Ann Garrison from the bonds of matdmonv,'' 
was read 'a seco~q tim~. . ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' • 

On motion of Mr. l)errkkson~ 

Chapter 67, of the rflvised code, entitled, "Co:n\)ernin~ the s11le and 
. inspection of Breadstuffs," was read a sec.and time. by its t1!le • 

• / , 't , , , ,· •' ., ' , I 1 , 

Mr. Boy~ gave notice, t~at at som.e future. t\lJle h~ should ask leave to 
introduce a bill, entitled, "A supplem,ent to an ~.t 9.ntitled " An act to 
enable all the religious qenominat'ions in this Statf. to appoint Trustees, 
who shall be a body corporate, for the purposes 9f taking care of the 
te_pooralities of their respective congregations.''. 
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Mr. Newton, chairman of the committee, to whom was referred Uie 
petition ef William Chandlei, and others, reported a bill, entitled, ".An 
act authorizing the payment of three hundred dollars to Samuel Canby, 
one of the committee appointed to procure a block for the Washington 
National Monument," which, 

On his motion, 

Was read. 

Mr. Boys presented the petition of Nelson Cleland and one hundred 
and two others, praying a repeal of the Exemption Law of the last 
session, which, 

On his motion, 

'Was read and referred to a committee of three, with leave to rep0,r~ 
. by bill or otherwise, 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Boys, C. Smithers and Scribner, were ~ppointcd such com-. 
mittee, 

On motion of Mr. Derrickson, 

The bill entitled, "An act to incorporate the Mutu~I Insurance Com-. 
pany of Mill Oreek Hundred,'' was read a third time by parag5aphs, an_d 

Pqssed the House 1-4nanimously, 

By yeas and nays, as follows : 

Yeas.-Messrs. Boys, Boulden, Chambers, Derrickson, Harper, Har­
rington, Hosea, Martin, Newton, Pride, Powell, Rogers; Satterfield,. 
Scribner, C. Smithers, E. Smithers, W \!,Illes and Mr. Speaker. 18. 

Nays,-None. 

Ord'e1·ed to th0 Senate for ~oncurrencc. 

On motion of Mr. C. Smithers, 

Chapter 17, of the revised CQde, entitled, "or Fences," was read ~ 
third time by paragraphs, and 

Passed lite House. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence .. 

On IDQ\ion of Mr. Martin, 

Chapter 10, of the revised code, entitled, "Assessors," was · read a;_ 
third time by paragraphs, and 

Ordered that the Senate be informed therr,~c 

On motion of Mr. Harper, 

Passed tlle Ho'IAn~ 
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Chapter 43, of the revised code, entitled, "Of Delaware College," 
\v:i.s read a third time by paragraphs, and 

Pas1ed the House. 
Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Hutfington, Clerk of the Senate being admitted, informed the 
House, that the Senate had passed and requested the concurrence of the 
flouse, in the pai1sage of the following chapters of the revised code, viz: 

Chapter 32, Of Sheriffs, 

" 48, Concerning Alms-Houses and the Poor, 

" 59, Of Ditches, 

" 61, Concerning Mills, 

" 49, Of the Insane. 

On motion of Mr. Iloys, 

The communications from the Senate were read. 

On motion of Mr. C, Smithers, 

Chapter 48, wis referred to a committee of three. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. C. Smithers, Martiq and Derrickson were appointed said 
pommittee! 

On motion of Mr. Scribner, 

Chapter 49, was referred to a committee of three. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs~ ScriUner, Chambers and Boulden, were appointed such com· 
wittee. 

On motion of Mr. Ro~ers, 

Chapter 59, was referred to a committee of 'three~ 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. ~ogers, E. Smithers anti Satterfield were appointed such com­
lllittee. 

On mqtion of Mr. Newton, 

Chapter 61, was referred to. a committee of three. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Newton, Powell and Waples were appointed said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Iloys, 

Chapter 32, was referred to a committee of three. 
8 



Whereupon, 

Messrs. Boys, Harrington and P.rirle were appointed said committet: 

On motion, 

The House adjourned tmtil 10 o~cloek, to·UlOff;OW morning'. 

WEDNESDAY, 10 o!clock, .!J. ]}L, January 21, 18~2. 

The Hous!' met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by th<:l Re\', Mr. Handy. 

Mr, Rogers reported chapter 69, of the tevised code, entitled, " Of 
Pilotage, Navigation and Vessel Property" without amendment, which; 

On his motion, 

Was read a second time by its title. 

Mr. Newton gave notice, that at some future day he should ask leave 
to introquce a bill, entitled, •• An act to incorporatiz the Board of Trus~ 
tees of the 'Forrest'PresbytcrianChurch :i.t 'Middletown." . . 

On motion of Mr. C. Smithers, 

Chapter ~8, of ~hf) reyised pode, entitled, " Ot t!rn Olerk of th~ 
Court of Errors and Appeals," was read a third time by paragraphs ~n(~ 

Ordered to be ret~rned to the Senate. 

f ass~d the.House. 

Mr. Rogers from the committee, to whom was referred chapter 54, of 
the revised code, entitled, "Of Jails and Work-houses," reported ~aid 
chapter with an amen<ln1ent, which, · ·· · 

On his motion, 

Was i:ead and adopted, as follows: 

Amend the fourth section by striking out in the sixth line th!) wortl. 
·~ keep" and in the seventh line of same section the uotds "tavern nor.'' 

On motion of Mr. Waples, 

Chapter 26, of the revised code, entitled, "Of the General Assem­
bly,'' wµs read a third time by paragraphs, and 

Passed the Houae. 
Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 



Mr. Newton chairman of the committee, to who;; was referred the 
petition of James B. Henry and others, reported a bill, entitled, "An 
act to amend the act entitled an act for the better regulation of the streets 
of Delaware City and for other purposes," which, 

On his motion, 

Was read. 

On motion of Mr. Harper; 

Chapter 45, of the revised code, entitled, "Other Schools and Liter 
ary Institutions," was read a third time by paragraphs, and 

Passed the House, 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Boys, 

The evidence taken before the Court of Chancery in New Jersey, in 
the divorce case of Moses E. Reeves, was read for the information of 
the House. · 

On motion <:>f Mr. Boys, 

The bill entitled, "An act to divorce :Moses E. Reeves and Rebecca 
Ann, his wife, late Rebecca Ann Garrison from the bonds of matrimony," 
was read a third time by paragraphs, and 

Passed the House. 

Ordeted to the Senate for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Derrickson, 

Chapter 67, of the revised code, entitled, "Concerning the sale and 
inspection of Breadstuffs," was read a third time by paragraphs, 'lnd 

Passed the House. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Scribner, 

Chapter 6, of the revised code, entitled, "Of Judicial Reports," was 
read a third time by paragraphs, and 

Passed the House. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Lodge, 

Chapter 41, of the revised code, entitled, "Sabbath Schools," was 
read a third time by paragraphs, and 

Paued the House. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Newton, 



Chapter 57, of the revised code, entitled, "Of Fences," was read a 
tl1ird time by paragraphs, and 

Pi:tssed the House. 
Ordered to the Senate for i:oncufrence. 

Mr. Rogers gave notice, that at some future iimc he shoul'<l ask leave 
to introduce a bill, entitled, " An act authorizing the Register. for the 
Probate of Wills alld granting Letters of Administration in and for New 
Castle county, in the State of Delaware, to procure a new general Index 
Book, and to transcribe or copy the general Index 1iow in said Regi'ster'$' 
office therein, and to collate the same." 

He also gave notice, that at some future day he should ask leave to' 
introduce a bill, entitled, ",An act authorizing the Levy Court and Court. 
of Appeal in and for New Castle county, to compensate the Clerk of 
the Orphan's Court and Register in Chancery, in and for said county,' 
for arranging the papers belonging to the respective offices." ' 

Mr. Boys, in pursuance of notice previously given asked, and 

On m'otion of Mr. Rogers, 

Obtained leave to introduce a bill, entitled, "An act to incorporate· 
Plymouth Tent, No. 1, of the Sons of Washington, of Wilmington, 
Delaware," which, 

On his motion, 

Was read. 

On motion of Mr. Boys, 

The following chapters of the revised code, viz: 

Chapter 70, " General Provisions respecting Corporations," 

" 71, " Of Banks," 

" 72, " Of Canals, Railroads, Turnpikes and Toll Bridges/Y 
Were read. 

On motion, 

The House adjourned until three o'clock, this afternoon; 
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. Same dciy, 3 o'clock, P. Jl,j; 

f.iic iiousc mei p~rsuant to ~ujournrileiit: 

On motion of Mr. Derrickson, 
. , , . . I . ' ' . " . : ~ . . ' 
Chapter 70, was referred td a committee of three. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Derrickson; llarper :ind Pride ,vere appointed said committee'. 

On moiion of Mr. Scribner, 

Chapter 71, was referred to a commiitee of three. 

Whereupc,n, 

, Messrs. Scribner, Harrington and Rogers were appointed said cont.: 
inittee. 

On motion of Mr. Chambers, 

UhaP.ter 72, was referred to a committee of three. 

Whereupon, 

1 •.• Messrs. Chambers, Satterfield and Lodge were appointed said com"' 
tt11ttee. 

On motion of Mr. Rogers, 

, The bill entitled, '' An act to authorize the Recorder of Deeds in and 
for New Castle county, to. transcribe the mortgage index of his said 
office, and to procnre a new seal of office," was read a second time by' 
its title. 

, . Mr. Hu:ftington, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, informed the 
House that the Senate had concurred in the adoption of the resolution, 
rescinding so much of the resolution of the la11t session as prohibited · 
any other business coming before this General Assembly, than that ap .. 
pertaining to the subject of a Convention and the revised code. 

And he withdrew. 

. Mr. Lodge gave notice; that at an early day he should ask leave to in­
troduce a bill, entitled, " An act fo1 the benefit of Public Schools in 
Wilmington." 

On motion or Mr. Boulden, 

Chapter 53, of the revised code, entitled, " Of Taverns, Ale Houses 
and Victualling Rouses," was read a third time by paragraphs, and 

Passed the House. 
Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Chambers from the committee, to whom was referred the peti­
tion of William Tharp and others, reported a bill, entitled, '~ An act di-
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t·ecting the Levy Court and Court of Appeal of Kent county, to make 
an appropriation to open a certain road," whie;h; 

On his motion; 

Was read. 
. • ' i : 

Mr. Boys, in pursuance of notice previously given asked, and 

On motion of M~. Boulden, 

bbtained leave to introduce a bill entitled, "A supplement to an act 
entitled an act to enable all the religious denominations in this State to 
l)flpoint Trustees, who shall be a body corporate, for the purpose of 
taking care of the temporalities of their respective congregations,'' 
which, 

On his motion, 

Was read. 

On motion of Mr. Scribner, 

Chapter 39, of the revised code, entitled, " Of Religious Societies," 
was read a second time by its title. 

On motion of Mr. Iloulden, 

Chapter 64, of the revised code, entitled, "Of Limited Partnerships,'' 
was read a second time by its title. 

l\lr. Boys from the committee, to whom was referred the "Proceed­
ings of the Town meeting and resolutions of the City Council of the 
city of Wilmington," reported a bill, entitled, " An act authorizing the 
funding of the floating debt of the City of Wilmington," which, 

On his motion, 

Was read. 

On motion of Mr. Boy5, 

The following chapters of the revised code, viz : 

Chapter 74, of Marriage, 

" 75, Of Divorce, 

" 76, Of Husband and Wife, 

" 77, Of Parents and children, and of the maintenance of Bas• 
tard children, 

" 78, Of Guardians and Wards, 

Were read. 

On motion of Mr. Waples, 

Chapter 74, was referred to a committee of three: 

Whereupon, 


