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~~--.-----------------------------.-----------------------.~--~------~~-~-~..~-, ~--------------------------------.-----------------------------------~--~---- 
1, Name of Property 
~..--------.--------------------.----.--.--------------------~-----~----~~,-~-, -----------------------------------------_.-----.-------------.---- .----,---, 

historic name Bethel Methodist Protestant Church 

other nameslsite number Bethel Church CRS # K-848 

-.0-----------------------------------------------------0---w---0-0-0-0-0-00. .------.----------------------------------------.-----------~--~--~--~~-~,-w~-> 

2 ,  Location 
--- . west corner of inter street & number south 

. 
section of Routes 61. 114. and 304 

not for publication NA city or town Andrewsvjlle, Mis~illion Hundred 
state Delaware code DE county Kent code 001 zip code 19942 

- .~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - . -~ -~ - -~~~-~~~-~~ .~~~~~ , -~ -~~~  
0--.-.-------------------------------------------------------0----0--0--,--w0- 

3, State/Federal Agency Certification --- ~~--~----------------------...------.------------------------------------.~- ..-.------------.---------------------------------------------------------.-- 
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I 
hereby certify that this nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the 
documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places 
and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In mv 
opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. I rec6mmend 
that this property be considered significant nationally statewide locally. 

Signature of certifying official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 



.---..---------.------.--.-----------.-----------.-.--~~------.------~.~-.---~ --.--.--.----------------------..--------------------.~--~-~-----.---~,---~-~- 

4, ~ational Park Service Certification 
~~--------.-----.------------.--------------.--.-.~---~~--~~.--~--.~-~.~S--..-, -------------------------------------------------------.----------------.---- 
I, hereby certify that this property is: 

entered in the National Register 
See continuation sheet. 

determined eligible for the 
National Register 

See continuation sheet. 
determined not eligible for the 
National Register 
removed from the National Register 

other (explain) : 

- 
Signature of Keeper Date 

of Action 

---..------.-..-------.---.---------------------..------..-----~~-.~---~---~~ --------..---------------.---.--------------------------.-------------.------ 
5 ,  classification 
00-1---------.-----.-.-.-.-------..I---.-----------.--------.--.-------------0- -----.--------------------.-----------------..----.-------------------.--.--- 
ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply) 

X private 
public-local 
public-State 
public-Federal 

Category of Property (Check only one box) 
X building (s) 
district 

- site 
- .  structure 

object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 
1 buildings 
1 sites 

structures 
objects 

2 0 Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National 
~egister 0 

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter llN/A1l if property is not 
part of a multiple property listing.) N/A 



-----------.--------------------.----------------..---.------.-----------.-.- .---.----------..-------------.----.--------------------.-------------.------ 
6. Function or Use .--------------------.------------------.-.----.----------------------------- -----------.--------------.-------------------------------------------------- 
~istoric Functions (Enter categories from instructions) . . Cat :-on Sub: . . 6 .  ellgious facil lty 

funerary cemeterv 

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) . . Cat: reliai on Sub: . . re1 lalous facilitv 
dunerarv cemeterv 

.------------------.---------------.-----------------.--.--..--.------.---.--. ----.-.--------.--.-----.--..----.---------.---------------.---------- .--ow.-- 

7. ~escription .----------.--------------------------------.--.-----------.--.----.-----.--- .------------------------------.--------------------------------------------- 
Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions) 

Late Victor; an--Gothic 

Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 
foundation concrete 
roof Asnhalt 
walls 

other Chjmnevs, brick: ~orch, wood, 

~arrative Description 

See continuation sheet 



-~-----------------------------~--------------------~-~.---.-------~-~.--~-,--> --------------------------------------------------------.-.-------.--.--.----- 
8. statement of Significance 
-W-----------------------------------.-------------------------------~---,,---, --w----------------------------,------------------------.----------o----- 

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "xn in one or more boxes for the 
crlteria qualifying the property for National Register listing) 

A Property is associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of our history. 

B Propert is associated with the lives of persons significant in 
our pas E . 

x C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, 
perlod, or method of construction or represents the work of a 
master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a 
si nificant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
in 8 ividual distinction. 

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important 
in prehistory or history. 

criteria considerations (Mark ItXII in all the boxes that apply.) 

X A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes. 

B removed from its original location. 

C a birthplace or a grave. 

x D a cemetery. 

E a reconstructed building, object,or structure. 

F a commemorative property. 

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the 
past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 
Relialon 

Period of significance 1830 - 1905 

Significant Dates 1830 
1871 
1905 

significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 
N/A 

Cultural ~ffiliation N/A 

Narrative Statement of Significance 

See continuation sheet 



--.--.-----------.---------------------.--------.-------.----.------.---.---- 
.----~--.------------o---o-.-o-------------..----------------------------o--- 

9. Major ~ibliographical References 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 0 0 ~ 0 ~ 0 ~ ~ ~ 0 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 0 ~ ~ ~ ~ . ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 0 ~ ~ ~ ~ . 0 ~ ~ ~ ~ . - ~ - . . - - - ~ ~ ~ ~ . ~ ~ .  
~ ~ ~ o ~ ~ ~ ~ o ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ o - ~ ~ ~ o ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ o ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ o . ~ . - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ o ~ ~ ~ ~  

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more 
continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS) 
- preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been 

requested. 
previously listed in the National Register 

- previously determined eligible by the National Register 
- designated a National Historic Landmark 
- recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 
- recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 

Primary Location of Additional Data 
X State Historic Preservation Otfice 
- Other State agency 
- Federal agency 
- Local government 
- university 
- Other 
Name of repository: 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - - ~ ~ ~ 1 ~ ~ ~ 0 - - - - - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ . ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ . ~ ~ ~ . - ~ 0 0 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ . ~ 0 0 ~ ~ . ~ ~ . 0 ~ ~ ~  
------.----.----o---o--------------.-----------o--..-.-.--------o.--.-------- 

10. ~eographical Data 
~ . ~ 0 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 0 - - ~ ~ ~ 0 ~ ~ ~ ~ . . . . ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ . ~ . 0 ~ ~ ~ 0 ~ ~ . ~ . ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
. ~ - - o - - o ~ - - - - - - - - - o . ~ ~ - - - - - - ~ - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ . ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ o . . ~ . o ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

Acreage of Property 2 acres 

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 
1 - 3 - 
2 -, 4 - 
- See continuation sheet. 

Verbal Boundary Description 

See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

See continuation sheet 



~...o~~~o~~o~~oooo.~.~o.o~--~.~...~~~~.---~.~oo~~~~~~.~~.oo....ooo~.~~~~~~...~, 
-------.-----I------------------------------------------------..---o-----~,-~- 

11. Form Prepared B y  
. ~ ~ ~ o . . o . o o o ~ I . - - - - - . o o ~ o . . - ~ . o . ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - - ~ - - o . o . ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ . o o ~ ~ ~ o ~ ~ . . ~ - ~ ~ J  
---------------------------------------------------------.-------------,---.--, 

name/title Susan 11. Tavlor. - Research Assistant: Rebecca J *  Siders. Research . Fssoclate 

organization Center for Historic Architecture and Desian 
date July 15, 3997 

street & number 307 Alison Hal 1. Universitv of Delaware 
telephone (302) 831 - 8097 
city or town Newark state DE zip code 39716-7360 

~~.~o.~~.~o.~w~ooooo~~~oooo.~~.o~~ooooo~~~.o.~.o~o.~~woo~~~~oo~~~~..~~~~~~.~. 
~ ~ ~ . ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ o ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - ~ o o ~ ~ ~ ~ - - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ . ~ ~ ~ ~ . ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ . o o ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ . ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ . ~ , ~ < ~ ~ ~ ,  

~ d d i t i o n a l  Encumentation 
..~~oo.o~~oo~.~~~-~~~ooo~~~~o..o~~....~~..~o~.~oo~~~oooo~~~~.oo~~~.~~~~~~~~~~ ---~..------------------ o ~ - - ~ ~ ~ o ~ ~ ~ ~ o . ~ ~ ~ ~ . o ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ o ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ . . ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ . ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ . ~ ~  

submit the following items with the completed 'form: 

continuation Sheets 
USGS Map 
Tax Parcel Map 
Floor Plan 
Photographs 

...~~~0000.~~.~000~~~~0~~.~~0...~~~0..0~~.0~~00~00~~000.0~~~~.000~~~000~.~~.. 
~ ~ ~ ~ o . ~ ~ ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - o - ~ ~ ~ - - - - ~ ~ ~ ~ - ~ ~ . ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ . ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ o ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ o o ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

Property Owner 
~..~~~000~~0~.~0~0--00~00.-00~..0~~0..0~~~0..~~~~0.00~~~0000~000..0~~..0~~.~~ ------. ~ . ~ ~ ~ ~ . o o ~ - ~ - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ . o ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ . ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ . o . o ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .  

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 
name Bethel Methodist Protestant Church 

street & number 172 A Route 304 telephone 

city or town Andrewsvil 1 e state DE zip code 19942 

~..oooo-o-o--~---------~-.-oo.-~o..-I~..~~~o.o.~~~~~~ooo~~ooooo.o..ooo~~~o~~~ 
~-....-----.o.o.--------.------.-------o-----o-------~---~-----~------------- 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic 
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing 
listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as 
amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). 
Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the 
time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding 
this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 
37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, 
DC 20503. 
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The Bethel Methodist Protestant Church is located at the 
intersection of Andrewsvil le Road, Church Road, and Prospect Cburch 
Road in Andrewsville, Mispillion Hundred,.Kent County, Delaware. 
Situated on two acres of land, the church is surrounded by a grassy 
field and woods to the east, woods to the south, and a small walled 
cemetery to the west. 

Facing north, the one story, gable-front frame building retains 
its exterior appearance as an 1871 country church, while the interior 
reflects the renovations made in 1905. The church is rectangular in 
form, measuring 30 feet 6 inches wide by 40 feet 6 inches deep and 
sitting on a foundation of unknown material skim-coated with concrete. 
A small chancel extends from the south gable end, and a small porch 
protrudes from the north gable end. The exterior walls of the church, 
clad in vinyl siding that mimics the look of drop siding, rise to an 
asphalt shingle-covered gable roof pierced midway down the east and 
west elevations by brick chimneys. 

The front (north) gable elevation is three bays wide with a 
central door flanked by two double-hung sash windows filled with non- 
figurative stained glass. A return box cornice and a small gabled 
porch highlight the north elevation. The porch extends the width of 
the entrance, which is filled with double raised panel doors. Above 
the doors is a stained glass transom which bears the inscription 
111838-Bethel-1905.11 The meaning of the 1838 is unclear, though the 
1905 date refers to the renovations of the church interior. Three 
steps lead up to the porch, which is characterized by alternating 
fishscale and diamond pattern shingles in the gable, and sawtooth trim 
below a spindle-work frieze. The porch and entry doors are flanked by 
double-hung, lead channel stained glass windows. 

The east and west elevations of the church are identical, each 
containing four evenly-spaced double-hung sash windows filled with 
non-figurative stained glass. These windows are the only openings on 
the two elevations. The box cornice continues around the roof edge on 
all sides of the building. 
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Several large shade trees stand around the church. The small 
cemetery on the west side of the church is very plain, with only a low 
cement curb separating it from the surrounding grass. The cemetery 
contains no significant landscaping and holds only one or two 
gravestones. 
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The Bethel Methodist Protestant Church is significant under 
criterion C, for its representation of the rural Methodist Church 
built and rebuilt in mid- to late-nineteenth-century Delaware. These 
small rural churches are readily identifiable by both exterior and 
interior features. The interior of this church also represents the 
type of modifications made to some churches during the prosperous 
period of the early twentieth century. 

Henry Boehm, one of the early founders of the Methodist movement 
in America stated that: " The Peninsula that lies between the Delaware 
and Chesapeake Bays . . . was the garden of Methodism in America."' 
Methodism in America began in Delaware with the preaching of George 
Whitefield on the Delmarva peninsula during the mid-eighteenth 
century. As an ordained Anglican clergyman, Whitefield had already 
gained a reputation as an evangelist in England and Wales, and aligned 
himself with a group of Oxford University religious reformers, headed 
by John and Charles Wesley, called Methodists. While he was in the 
Delaware region, Whitefield preached to large crowds, and made a 
profound impact on the religious organization of the area. His 
preaching lead to the development of small congregations who practiced 
some of the tenets of Methodism, and were the direct ancestors of the 
Methodist churches that grew out of Francis Asbury's later mission. 

In 1771, John Wesley sent an official missionary to America, 
Francis Asbury. In 1784, Asbury, together with Thomas Coke, another of 
Wesley's ambassadors, established a Methodist church independent from 
the rules and strictures of the Anglican church in America at a 
meeting in Barratt's Chapel in Kent County, Delaware. This newly 
independent church urged changes in individual lives, including an 
active participation in the church and with God. This emphasis on 
direct participation lead to the development of camp meetings, an 
outdoor revival-type meeting that lasted for several days and involved 
thousands of people listening to God's word being spoken by an 
itinerant preacher. Methodism also raised questions concerning the 
nature of Delmarva's religious, social, political, and economic 
institutions, including the American Revolution and slavery. 

'~illiam Henry Williams, The Garden of American Methodism: The Delmarva 
Peninsula, 1769-1820 (Wilmington, DE: Peninsula Conference of the United 
Methodist Church, 1984), xiii. 
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Throughout the history of Methodism, Peninsula Yethodism worked hard 
at preserving the Wesleyan heritage that included a dedication to 
personal improvement, a strong work ethic', and a belief that one had 
to continually strive for spiritual perfection. 

As Methodism evolved in the region, several different groups 
arose in response to questions of the organization and traditions of 
the church. Two such examples were the Methodist Episcopal Church and 
the Methodist Protestant Church. The Methodist Episcopal Church 
developed as the direct descendant of the Anglican church in America. 
The Methodist Protestant schism developed in 1828-30. It arose from a 
desire by the laity to be represented at the-Annual Conference, which 
in the Methodist Episcopal Church was open only to itinerant 
preachers. Some members of the church were also concerned with the 
absolute power of the bishop to assign itinerants to circuits. 

The Bethel Methodist Protestant Church in Mispillion Hundred was 
one of the very earliest Methodist Protestant Churches in America, 
having been organized prior to 1830. At that time the congregation 
had a church erected and were worshiping in it.* The present church 
building was built in 1871, at a time when many rural churches 
throughout the state were being built and rebuilt. Masten's Methodist 
Episcopal Church in Mispillion Hundred was built in 1873; Prospect 
Church in Mispillion Hundred was rebuilt in 1877; the Kenton M. E. 
Church in Kenton Hundred was rebuilt in 1877; and the Methodist 
Episcopal Church at Milford was also rebuilt in 187lO3 Other than 
these bare facts, there is little documentation on the development and 
growth of the church. 

The Bethel Methodist Protestant Church is an excellent example 
of the small, frame country churches commonly built towards the end of 
the nineteenth century. Usually built of frame, rectangular in shape, 
one story high, with an open plan and small chancel at one end, the 
churches were simple and functional, but recognized as distinctive 

2 ~ .  C. Hallman,  The Garden o f  Methodism ( P e n i n s u l a  Annual  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  
t h e  M e t h o d i s t  Church,  1 9 4 8 ) ,  236 .  

'J. Thomas S c h a r f ,  H i s t o r y  o f  Delaware v o l  11. ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  L .  J. 
R i c h a r d s  & Co., 1888,  r e p r i n t  1 9 9 0 ) .  
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aqq 4qsxnqs qaqq aqezo~ap oq q~yq~ qq~~ a~Aqs srqqo3 e bursooqs 
A8 *axeMeTaa uy qsxnqa qsypoqqax aqq jo suo-rqypexq pue sqqbuaxqs 

aqq q3a~jax oq buyp~ynq q~xnq3 xraqq aqeaouax oq uorqebax6uo3 ~eso~ 
aqq jo axrsap pue A~TTT~P Teysueurj aqq qsabbns buy~ras ~eqam-passaxd 

srqqog aqexoqep aqq pue 4spunoxxns pue sburp~om srqqog pauyexqsax 
's~ad pa~bue aqJ *axnqsaq~q3xe qsxnq~ Axnqua3-qqayqua~q-A~xca 

jo a~duexa quaTTa3xa ue sy q3xnq3 Taqqag aqq 50 xorxaquy aq~ 

*uqd pue mxog ~eur6rxo sq~ 
suyeqax qsxnq3 Taqqag aqq qnq 'smooxqqeq pue sbuyn ~ooqss Aepuns go 

uoyqrppe aqq qqy~ paxaqTe uaaq aaeq poyxad ames aqq go saqsxnq~ xaqqo 
AUPN -5u~prs ~euy6y.10 aqq jo yoo~ aqq sasnpoxdax qeqq bu~prs TAUTA 
$0 uorqyppe aqq buraq abueqs ques-rj~ubrs Quo aqq qqy~ 4Aqyxbaquy 
Texnqsaqrqsze sqr 50 qsnm suyeqax qsxnq3 Taqqaa aqL *Aqyununuo~ 
50 asuas pue sjayTaq xyaqq osTe qnq 4d~q~x~~ go a3e~d UMO xraqq 

buyuyequyeu pue Buyp~ynq uy a~doad aqq jo aprxd aqq A~uo qou paqsaTgax 
pue 'sarqyununuos Texnx T-pixs Axaa ur buyp~rnq ~qqnd A~uo aqq uaqjo 
axaM saqsxnqs asaqJ *axeMeTaC jo adesspue~ Texnx aqq uo squamap 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
aqeqs pue Lqunoa 

anne CaU ' nquno3 quax 
aUPN Lqzadozd 

(98-8) 
e-006-0T WJod SdN 
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have differentiated the building to all who passed by, but on the 
inside, where only those who worshiped could appreciated its inner 
strength and beauty. The church preached self-improvement, not self- 
glorification. The congregation of the Bethel Church took this to 
heart, not only in terms of their individual actions, but in terms of 
their church, which was the outward representation of their faith. 
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Boundary Description 

Located in the town of Andrewsville, in Mispillion Hundred, Kent 
County, Delaware, the Bethel Methodist Protestant Church sits on a 2- 
acre parcel of land located on the southwest corner of the 
intersection Of Andrewsville Road, Church Road, and Prospect Church 
Road. The property is bounded on the north side by Andrewsville Road 
and on the east side by Church Road. From the intersection, the 
property extends west along Andrewsville Road 500 feet, then turns and 
runs back 200 feet in a southerly direction. At that point the line 
turns and runs east 400 feet to Church Road. The property line 
follows Church Road 175 feet back to the corner. These property 
boundaries are delineated by a thick black line on the enclosed tax 
parcel map, 

Boundarv Justification 

The boundaries of the land on which the church sits are the same 
boundaries given in a deed dating from 1908, at which time the 
property was divided from a larger tract. This boundary includes the 
small walled cemetery historically associated with the church and its 
congregation. 


















