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CHARLES TARABICOS

A portly man of geventy-three, Mr. Tarabicos 1is
of reddish-~-blond coloring, rare among modern Greeks. A semi-
retired restaurateur, he still takes cash during noon hours at:
the Xent Hotel, where this interview takes place. It was an
unusually busy day and there is a background of nolise and con-
fusion on the tape; however, Mr. Tarablicos is genial and talka-
tive and provides an excellent interview. Although he 1s con-
sldered a pillar of the community, having served as president
for the flrst seventeen years of its exlstence, there is an
alr of the flamboyant surrcunding his reputation. For his
wedding in Roanoke, Virginia, he hired two private rallroad cars
to pick up guests from Wilmington to Roanoke. And always his
home was open for parties and celebraticns during the years he
was most active in church affairs. He 1s especially proud of
his association with Arch-blshop Anthanagoras, now Patriarch of
Constantinople, whom he entertained several times.

An Immigrant child of twelve, nearly returned for
claiming hils uncle to be his father for purposes of entry, Charles
worked day and night untll at one time he operated four restaur-
ants in the Wilmington area. His generous nature is obvious
as he speaks of providing handsome dowries and of sponsoring
humerous friends and relatives into this country.

Characterized by an ever=-present cigar and unfail-
ing good nature, Charles Tarabicos is well-loved by the Greek

community and respected by all who know him.



TRANSCRIBED INTERVIEW WITH CHARLES TARABICOS

"Mr. Tarabicos, where were you born?"

"In Greece, Naupaktos, Greece."

"Naupaktos, Greece. You told me it was close to
the port of Patras?"

"Patra."

"When, what year were you born?"

"18 - 94"

"1894, I see. How much schooling did you have in

Greece?"
"Very little." (Laughter)
"Wery little - did you attend school at all?"
"Oh yes, yes - I was in grammar school. Thét's
all."

"How many years, do you remember?"

"Let's see, about - uh - about five years.,"

"About five years."

"About five years, yes."

"How old were you when you began school?"

"I was six - six years old about."

"About six. And then were you about eleven when you
completed what schooling you had?"

"When I completed, yes. Then I had to be around to
help my parents, my father and mother."

"What did your pareats do?"

"They were 'shippers,’' yoﬁ know."

"Shippers?"
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"No, ships, you know."

"They fished?"

"No." i

"No¢"

“No,’they had goats, ghips."

ﬁShepherds!" ”

"Shepherds, that's what my father was."

"Oh, I see."

"and he hadksome - what-do you call them? - prop=
erties which they would grow olives, cherries." ’

"Winyards?"

"Yes, and‘of course I helped them till I got thir-
teen years old. Then I decided to come to this country."

"At thirteen you decided to come to this country?"

"That's right." )

"On your own?"

"No, I came ﬁith my uncle."

"You came with your uncle."

"My father's brother." ,

"Uh huh. Had your father's brother beer here before?"

"He was here before a couple of years." ’

"And he came back?" h

"Yes, in Roanoke, Virginia, and he came back to visit
and he decided to bring me along with him."

"This is about 1910 then?"

c‘c1907u B

"1907, I see. Did your parents agree to this?"

"Oh yes, yes. Yes indeed and in fact we were Qery’

poor, you know, and we - the 0ld Greeks those days back - they
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were sending their sons tc America where they can - "

"This was something that more than one family did?"

"That's right; everybody did it." ’

"Even4though you were quite young?"

"Oh yes,. I was quite young but théﬁ*Iicould make
some money, you know, and help to marry my sisters -~ "

"To get a dowry for your sisters?"

"Yes, yes, all that stuff, you kﬂéw."

"How big was your family?" |

"Oh, there were six of ug."

"There were six."

"Four brothers, four boys and two girls."

"Did any other of your family come?" |

"o, I was the oldest one at that time and I came
first. And when I came here to New York, at that time, you know,
we had to go through Ellls Island.. They kept me over there for
a month."

"They kept you on Ellls Island for a month?"’

"For one month because my vncle, you know, I came
with my uncle and he was supposed to;-I was supposed to be his
son and some how or another they got him mixed up, you know,
and he told the truth that I was his nephew, not his son."(Laughter)

"For Heaven's Sake! And were you alone at thirteen
on Ellis Island?" | |

"N&, well, he was with me."

"Oh, he was with you." H

"Secause they was going to send him back at. that:
time also, you know, because on account him saying - didn't tell
the truth, you know, in Greece when we left. To find he Qas try-

ing to put me through as his son which I wasn't. I was Hhis



nephew."

"And they discovered this because he slipped up?"

"Yes, lucky though. He had a very good friend &f
his im Roanoke, Virginia, at that time. It was the mayor of
Roancke, Virginia. Sent telegram tc Ellls Island and told them
he would take care of us and to let us through."

"Oh, I see."

"You see? Through his - my uncle's friend."

"Had he ﬁot intervened would you have been sent: back?"

“Oh yes, we would have been sent back. God knows ’
what would have happened then."

"Were there many other aliens who were sent back?"

"Oh, quite a few." ,

"Do you remember for what reason?"

"No, I don't remember but for different reasons like
that, you know. See because they were trying to get into this
eountry any way that they could. Of course at Ellis Island some
they wasn't healthy, you know."

| Myeg,®

"If they wasn't healthy, they'd go back. Aany kind
of different reasons they would be sent baék. So I came to - "

"Let me ask you about the trip over. Did you sail
from Patras?" |

’“From Patras, yes..It took us thirty days."

"It did tmke you thirty days in 1910%"

"1907“

ﬁ1907 - What was the name of the ship?"

" —i‘>Cie3C‘}0')l(L...' ; .

o Yavie o o What does that mean?"

"Uh, it's the name of a ship, the company, some
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kind of English company. I think 1t was. %%H>F*Y¥”lfthat
was the name of it"

"What were conditions like aboard the boat?"

"Perriblel!" "

"Terrible?"

"Oh terriﬂle. Oh, I remember very well.. Terrible
it was more of a freight-like -"

"It was more like a freighter?®"

"veg. " ’

"You slept in large compartments?"

"Oh large compartments, yes. There was so many of
us that slept all in one room, you know. All that sort of stuff.
And we all eat in dining rooms. All those things and uh it was
some time."

"Rough one."

"Very rough weather, too."

"Was it the winter that you sailed?"

"It was in March if I'm not mistakéﬁ. I think it
was in March."

"So you arrived in New York in 1907 and through the
Mayor of Roanoke -"

"Roanoke, Virginia."

"You managed to stay in the United States."

"7o stay in the United Sta*es and uh we went over
there and wash dishes. 1h the restaurant there for a while, for-
a couple montiis or so and then I come to work as a walter, you
know."

"With whom did you stay 211 this time?"

"With my uncle."

"Did he have his wife here"
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"Wo, no, no, just himself.. He and I, we got.a
furnished room." |

"Furnished room?"

"Furnished room‘but -

"Not much furniture."

"There was hardly any furniture in there. And we
had no way ofHeating anything.. All we had in was bread and milk
in the morning for breakfast.. You know, loaf of bread and botile
of milk., We used to get that day. And then at lunch we'd eat
something very light - very. Didn't have no money those'days,
you know. I was making about four dollars a week."

“"Pour dollars a week."

“Yeh, that's all. So after that I became to under-
stand the language a little better, you know. Assoclate with
other boys there, American boys I mean and I got along pretty
good. I got, you know, very well; begin to say 'Good Morning'
and 'How are you?'" 7 A

"What d1d you do with these American boys? Did
you play sports with them?" '

"Yes, we plafed sports with them. I remember we
used to ride bicycles, all that stuff."

"And you found no difficulty in breaking into the
American community?"

"Oh, if was very, very hard when we first came here."

"It was?"

"Oh yes;,of course, there weren't many Greeks in
those days." -

 "There weren't-many?"
"No, in Roanoke thefe was only one family which -

I think there were gbout a dozen Greeks all together in Roanoke,
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Virginia, at that time. And then I worked in that restaurant:in
Roanoke till 1611, In 1911 I went to Baltimore. I stayed there
t111 1913. In 1913 I came to Wilmington."

"What did you do in Baltimore? Work in a restaurant?"

"I was work in a restaurant ag a waiter. And an ’
uncle of mine was in the kitchen - cook, you know."

"Did your uncle go with you to Baltimore?"

"No, this is ancther uncle." ’

"Another uncle?"

"This was my f;ther's brother, one that came with me.
But this other one was my mother's uncle - I mean my mother's
brother and we went in business together here in 1913."

"And how old were you then?"

"Zighteen." ’

"Eighteen and by here you mean Wilmington.?"

"In Wilmington, yes, in 1913." ‘

"You came here in 1913 at the age of eighteen you
established a business?"

"Rightt Ri‘ght!“

"Wheret" A

"Sixth‘and Shipley"

"Sixth and Shipley"

"Yes, Bureka Lunchroom"

"It's still there."

"It'é still there, yes, that's right it's still
there. It's still there."

“"and how long did you stay there?"

"Oh, we stayed there till 1916. ’In 1916 we opened -
S0 this uncle’of mine - George Pappas, his name was, my mother's

brother. He and I - oh, we worked elghteen hours a day. He
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would be in the kitchen and I'd be in front. That's all - no-
body else. You know, just the two of us. We started with
twelve dollars a day - that's how much business we take in.. We
were doing, you.know. Take in twelve dollars a day. Aany how
we got it up to about three hundred."

"A day?" |

"A day,hnight - day and night open."

"Day and night?" |

¥1916-1917, yoﬁ know. When we had Carney's Point.
making powder, duPont.Company."

"Phat's what boosted your business?"

"Phat's what boosted business up, iou;seem That's
when we did very well and then we opened the Presto Restaurant.
in 1916, 817 Market Street."

"Right here."

"Yes, right here. Fellow named Bacon used to have
it. We bought him cut. Cleaned it up, fixed it.up. We spent
about thirty thousand dollars at that time to remodel the Presto,
you know.. And then we had another one -~ Wilmington Dining Room.
We had the Eureka."

"St11l had the Eureka?"

"St11l had the Eureka.and then we opened Wilmington
Dining Room; it was about 1917. I think it was 1917."

"Where was that?" |

"AL Te=~- , wheré Federal Baking Company, where the
Federal Baking Company - "

"Between Seventh and Eighth?"

"Between Seventh and Eighth;‘yes. Federal Baking
Company there now. Federal Bake Shop, rather." |

"I know where you mean."
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"I think that's the number. Then, little later we
bought Pappas' restaurant on Fourth Street. Halt's used to be."

"Halts?"

"Halts ﬁestaurant, yes. Remember?"

"Fourth and what?" ’

"Fourth and Markét. Just right off the corner. Num-
ber two, I think it was, or number four."

"I know where you mean."

AL tap room now. Used to be hotel and restau-
rant. American fellow had it then, Halts. So we pay hin five
thousand dollars and we got it."

"How many restaurants did you have now?"

"Four restaurants; four restaurants."’

"And what year was this?"

"From 1913 to 1919."

"In six years you had four restaurants?"

"Right I" '

"All going?"

"All going.h

"There was more than you and your-"

"Four restaurants, just me and my uncle. Me and my
uncle. 1916-17,. James Boines and his family they came and we sold
the Eureka to them, you see in 1916 or.17."

"Oh, I see.”

"Then Dr. Boines and all them, you know. They were
working in there.. But we sold it to them."

"Dr. Boines worked at this Eureka?®"

"Oh yes, yes. I was the one who géok him to school.
Took him when he came from Washington.. You see how they came here,

My uncle, the one who was in business with me, married his sister
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James Boines' sister, you see."

"I see "

"That's.how we - they were in Washington, D.C. So
after my uncle married we brought the whole family here because
we needed help, you know."

"I see."

"And we sold the Eureka credit, you know.. Like a
pay in one year or so like that. They didn't have any money, you
know."

"Sure."

"So I took Dr. Boines- he was a little fella, you
know. 4nd I said, 'You want to go to school and become something
some day or you want to wash dishes?' Dr. Boines can tell you
this today. Remember that! So he éaid, '‘No, I want to go to
school and I want to become some kind of a doctor or so on.' "

"About how 0ld was he then?"

"He was - I forget now how bld. Any how I took him
to thls Sixth Street school, 0ld school was down there on Sixth
Street. Was an o0ld lady which I knew. She used to come to the
Eureka then. So I took him down there and she tock him. and I
said, 'Take care of this boy,' I say, 'He wants to become some-
thing, you know, one of these. He doesn't want to be a dishwasher.'

"Was this a private school?"

"No." ,

"No?"

"No - regular."

"But you knew the teacher?"

"I knew the teacher.," ’

"From coming in the restaurant?"

"FProm coming in the restaurant ."

"
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"I gee."

"Reslly, it was really interesting. 8o he started
to, you.know,‘and he went to school and he stuck it out.”

"He certainly dig."

"Oh yes, he worked hard. He worked at nights and
he worked at lunch through the day times and he worked at nights
sometimes. Then when he was going to college, he worked at nights
at the Eureka. He came up very hard way."

"But he stuck it out."

"He stuck to it. That's right."

"Now let me ask you'abéut this. Where did you live
when you were managing these restaurants?"

"Well, when we managed thesehrestaurants, we had a
room on French Street, I think 1t was between Seventh and Eighth
on French Street -~ rooming house.™

"With Pete Metaxas?"

"I don't know." '

"Was he there then. He said the same thing."

"Is that so? I don't know; I don't remember now."

"Were there Q lot:of Greek boys there?" '

"No, no, Jjust two of us, my uncle and ﬁe - furnished
room."

"Oh, I meant in the area - were there a lot of Greek
boys?® | |

' "Weren't so many in 1914, you know. After he mar-
ried 1916, then we moved to Sixth and Rodney, right on the cor-
ner where Dr. Boines had his office, you know, years back, you
lnow, that was our home."

"That was your old home?"

"Yes, my uncle and mine. A&nd we sold it to Boines."
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"I see."

"vou knéw,?so 1919, you see, he decides to sell all
the other restaurants and ="

“Your uncle?™

"Yeh, ny uncie - and goc back to Greece and live..
And he did. Aand I stayed at the Presto. I said, 'No! I'm not:
going to Greece. I'm here. I'm an American citizen and I'm
going to stay here.' "

"Waen did you get your citizenship papers?"

"1919" '

"1919%"

"Yeh, 1918 or 19."

"Did you have to pass a test?"

"Oh yeh, yeh. Oh, I had a t&ﬁgh time getting 1t,
but I got it. (Laughter) I think maybe Judge Morrls was then,
you know, U.S. Judge at this Post Office here. Do you remember
the old Post Office used to be?"

NNO." '

"No? Oh no, you're too young. (Laughter) So -
and then we sold fhe other thfee restaurants and he went to Greece."

"And you were by yourself?"

"And I was here by myself; You see but I was all
right then. I was able to go ahead with - by myself and I
bought him out - bought his interest out and I stayed here."

"Did you have any time for recreation?"

"Not those days." '

"No?z"

"No; no, no."

"Was there any community life?"

"There wasn't any community life at all- No, nc..
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"Greek"

"No, later, later after 1920, I think, or 1919.
We had g school here.. We had a teacher, a Greek teacher and
a Greek school.. That's all we had."

"No church?" ‘

"No church; no."

"No priest?"

"o, no priést;or nothing.”

"Where did the Greeks go for services?"

"We used to go to Philadelphia or_the'chunch up there.
Oh, what was the name now? Oh, I forgot.. Anyhow that's where
we all used to go. Then in '22 I got married and went’to Roanoke
and got-a girl from there where I flrst came to this country.
That's where my wife's from - Roancke, Virginia."

"Your wife's from Roanoke. And had you met her the:
first time you were in Roanoke?"

"Well, when Iiwas'in Roanoke the first time, it was
the only famlily came to this country at that time. I think they
came here in 1900 or 1904-they came to this country. Of course,

I came to Roanoke in 1907."

"The family came to Roanoke in - when?"

"They came in 1904." ’

"1904 - the whole family?"

"The whole family." .

"Mother, father and children - that is unusual.™

“Yes, mother, father and children. A4nd I used to
see thenm, you know. They had a little confectionary. I used to
go over there and see them. She was only little, you know, seven-
eight years old, I guess, you know, my wife,"

"Certainly."



(14)

"and I remember her and so sure enough: 1922, I
went back and - uh ="

"How did you get there? Did I hear something about.
hiring a car?" '

’"Oh=yeh, I had a railroad car,. two of them."

"You hired two railroad cars?"

"Two railroad cars. And goiﬂg to Roanoke we went  to
Washington - Baltimore, Washington and then all the way down,. yow
know, most all the Greeks that I knew I invited them all there.
I guess we was about one thousand people there altogether in
Roanoke at the wedding."

At the wedding?"

"At the wedding, yeh. Great big hall. A4and I had,
I don't know how many, from Wilmington."

‘ "What d4id you 4o, pilck up all the people as you went

along and take them to your wedding?®

People as we go along. Of course I wrote to them.
I knew about them from the --===--- sy you know. I wrote them and
told them and they all come along - you'd be surprised.. A lot of
them came from New York and a lot of thém,came from Baltimore;
a lot of them from Washington; a lot 2f them from Wilmington.
A lot of American friends, too. They were In the wedding, youw
know.. They all glad to go down - free."(Laughter)

"Was this something done then - to hire a private
car to go for a speclal affair?"

"It -was something big, you know, something big!
Very blg affair. A4nd everybody thought, I guess,. that Ifwaé very
rich, but I wasn't."

 "You were young and happy."

"Young and happy - that's fight. When my uncle went
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to Greece 1919, then he so0ld his home then - Sixth and Rodney,,
you know, I went to the duPont Hotel and lived for about three
years before I got umarried."

"Oh, I see."

"Oh yeh, I was living up there. I was paying ohe
hundred dcllars a montil.

"One hundred dollars a month then?"

"A hundred a month tnen. Yeh, had a nice room and
all the conveniences, you know. So but I was doing gbod business
at. the Presto, you see."

"Did you feel at that time - this was after the
First World War - any anti-foreign feeling? Did you experience
any of that?" ’

{"Well, I didn't, but I know in a lot of cities they
did.. Now for instance in Roanoke, I forget what year it was,
they had a riot down there agalnst the Greeks.. Oh yes!"

"Particularly against the Greeks?"

“Against the Greeks, yes.. They ﬁad to call the
police and fire engines and so on to keep this mob. They were
against them. I don't know why. I never did find out why it was.
Theyrwere restaurants and they were dirty, you know. Run by old-
time Greek people in thls country years back and they didn't
know any better, you know. And, I don't know, they was rough,

I guess, to the customers. I don't remember jJjust exactly now."

"But there was none of that here in Wilmington or
you didn't experience it yourself?"

"No, no, no,. I didn{t experience nothing like that.™

"Then you were married in 1920%"

190t |

"122 and you brought your wife from Roanoke?"
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"Yeh, from Roanoke, yeh. 4nd then I bought the
houge on Lovering Avenue and we lived there. Before I was
married, you see, six months before - I bought that house."

"In preparation?"

"Yeh, so I left'the hotel and went there and lived
at the Lovering Avenue address."

"I see."

"And we lived there for thirty-chree years, thirty-
four years.. And just about, let's see, ten years ago -let's see,
about ten. - we moved up to Georglan Terrace where we're living
now,"

"I see. Mr. Tarabicos, you were instrumental in
beginning the Greek community here?"

"Oh yes. Well, the réason I was because, as I say,
we worked hard - long hours - and that's how we became successful
because we worked hard, you know."

"You were accepted because people ="

"In business, you know. We worked twelve hours a
day, fourteen hours a day. We didn't know what a day off was..
And then I was from young age, I wanted to see the Greek people
in Wilmington to have something that would remembér the Greek
way, like church and school and so on, you know, the Greek lan-
guage and so on. 4&4nd so that's how I got interested in more
than anything else, the Greek affairs in Wilmington, Greek com-
munity. And that was - those days back in 1920-1929,30 - most
of the Greek people that there were here - the old Greeks, John
Gavotos, George Rigos, Nick Johns, they married American girls."

"Did they?"

"They married American girls - all of them. They
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They didn't care nothing about having a Greek church because they
went - tc Catholic church and they went to Episcopalian church. But
other Greeks like me, you see, that were actually later in Wilming-
ton and I was younger than them, you know.. Well, you dldn't. have
no place to go or what church to go or anything else, you know
what I mean. 8o that's why I was interested more than anything
else because the first ones they came to Wilmington they married
American girls."

"I didn't reallize that - they didn't return to get
brides?" |

. "No, no, they didn't - that's right. Now like Mike

Johns, he married an Italian girl. And oh, alot of Americans -
Rigos, George Rigos; Mlke Jones, John Govatos. Of course, John
Govatos was the first one who came to Wilmington, you know. But
anyhow, all those years - " |

"Yes?"

"We didn't, the reet of the Greeks, didn't have no
place to go or nothing.. So 1926 we started the Ahepa."

"The Greek organization?" |

"Phe Greek organization;"

"What does Ahepa mean?"

YAhepa means - uh-" :

"What does 1t stand for - or%®"

"Yes, I know, I know.. Ameri&an Hellenic ="

"It's an abbreviation in other words."

"Educatlonal Progressive Assoclation."

"Very good! Thank you. So you began that organization?™

"Began thaﬁ organization. Was twenty-eight of us -
and I was the ==~===- . We began to work and have meetings, yow

know, and some place to go."
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"Where did you meet?"

"We met: in second flﬁor between Seventh and Eighth
on Market Street, the other side of the street. 1I've forgotten
the number now, where Plaza Restaurant used to be, upstairs."

"Did you have community affairs there, too?"

"No, no, nothing but that. Then later we ﬂad the
school." |

"And where was that?"

"That was - on top,the Presto Restaurant."

"Uh huho"

"My place, you know, second floor."

"Who was the schocl teacher?"

"Uh, fellow, I forgot his naﬁe now, but he was a
man and he came from the other side. In fact he came from -
one of those islands over there."

"But he had more education?"

"He had more education, yoﬁ know."

"and school-teaching was his proféssion?“

"Wasn't profession but he had more than ;e aiga,,
you see,. And we lmow he could do very well. That's why we start.
to send the children to him to learn the Greek lanéuage, which
he did very well. This fellow his name was Kokopandanis.™
(Laughter) |

"Did he shorten 1t?"

"Yes; one of those.islands over there in Greece.

I forget now; I think it was Rhodés."

"Rhodes?" |

"ot Keﬁhalania where your father's from."

"No, in the Aegean."

"In the Aecgean."
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"I see. Well, you started a community by establish-
ing this organization. Now how did you builld up to getting
property for a church?"

"Well, iﬂ 1939 the - we established the Ahepa ----- ,
you know. Well, at that time the Greeks 1In this country they
were helping to build Greek churches and Greek schools ==--=
the Ahepa, you know."

"So the general organization all over the country - ™

"The general organization all over the country, see,
started in Atlanta --=--- and that was to better the Greeks, the
Greek people coming in this country, you lmow, to make them
naturalized. That's what the Ahepa stands for - to make them
goocd American citizehs.“

"I see. That's the purpose."

"That's the purpose, yes.. But then in the mean-
time we were working on to better ourselves in our - *

"Within your own community."

"Own community, yes,.our own language."

"You had a dual purpose then =~ outside the community
and inside the community."

- "Yes. So in>1939 - Well, then after '29, '30 ve
had a priest come Here once in a while and we had services in
different churches like Eighth and Shipley, you know."

"At different denominational churches, you held - 2"

"Eighth and Shipley, we were there seven, eight times,
I believe. Then many times we were out at St. Johns, you know."

"The Episcopal church?"

“Episcopal church. Wé were more Episcopal instead

of Catholic because the Eplscopal was more with the Greek reli-

gion."
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"It's a higher Protestant church.™

"Yes. "

"pia jou find that you were accepted. That people
understood the religion or they looked upon you as - "

“"Oh yes, yes, yes they did; they did; they didl
Did you mean the Greek people or the - * -

“No, the other people.. pid they understand what:
you were?" |

" "Oh yeh, yeh. I mean they wanted to see us get along
and have religion and everything else."

"You had helping hands then, in other words."

"Oh yes, yes, everybody helped at that time. All
the Greek people helped to build the church and do something,
have a school and so on.. They all pald so much money to care
of that. S0 1939 we were up here on Ninth and Market on the third
floor."

"Ninth and Market on the third floor."

"You don't remember that?"

"19392" |

"1939%

"I think I was christened there."

“Oh, there you are. We had two halls - one was far
church; the other was the Ahepa Hall and then they called 1it.. We
had elections and they nominated me as the president for the com-
munity in 1939. So then I - "

"How long were you president of the community?"

“Seventeen years" l

"Seventeen yearsi®

"Seventeen years."

"And in that time you saw - "
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"Oh, I saw a lot of things happen in Wilmington..
In fact we bought this property from - well, in 1935 they wanted
me to become president for the community.. &nd I said, 'All right,
if you people all want to help me to do what I want to do, I'll
take that; otherwise I don't want to have nothing to do with it.'
So they all promised me they will. 4&nd so I got ‘'em a book to
sign their name, you know." ’

"You put-it in writing."

“I put it in writing and I had about sixty people,
I remember, sixty of us, you know, that. obtained that: hall, you
know. They all signed, men and women and - "

"The women were there?"

"They were there. Oh'yes, they promised me. They
promised they would help me. 8So then right away I got busy and
I - uh - we were looking for a some place where you could build
church, you know, schoolroom and - uh - John Gavatos and I. It
was this property on Broom Street, Eighth and Broom - now where
we have the church - belonged to -uh~ duPont, I forget now. Let's
see; one of them duPonts. Uh, his home - was William duPont - |
that's it, William duPont, William duPont. The property belonged
to him and he died, of course, way back . He had a boy; his name
was Victor duPont."

“Wictor duPont?"

"So we went.to.see him and told him that we want to
buy that property and build a church. And he said, 'Well, I
have to think it over with my trustees and so on.' Because he
was born there, you know, at his hime."

"Oh that: property?"

"On that property.h

"What happened to the house?"
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"They took it out. They moved it out in the country
some ways."

"They took the house?"

"They took the house,’everything, and moved it out
in the country."

"I 41dn't realize that. I always wondered what. hap-
pened to the house."

"Yes, they did. He was born there."

"Because where we met was the garage."

"Well, that's it. But where the church is now, that's
where the house was."

"Where the house was."

"Yes."

"But for how many years did the church convene in
the garage?"

| "Well, for about ten - oh, about - ten years, ten

years. '39 to '49-'50, somewhere there - yeh, for about ten
years. Then we, meantime we were trying to bulld the church, you
know on Broom Street. We had church affairs in the garage, you
know."

"Which was a large garage, really."

"Large, yes. Then we got these architects from
Chicago, Greek fellows - BEugeni - they were brothers, you know.
And they come in and gave us sketch how tc builld the church and
so on. First though we had another sketch to build the church
like a Catholic church - wasn't nothing like ours."

"Wasn't Byzantine architecture you decided on?"

"No, no, no, it was regular Catholic church s& we
had at that time, we had Messina and duPont architects.. It cost:

us seven thousand dollars by dropping them."
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"By dropping those architects?"

"Yes," '

"You finally decided then to change the architecture
to Byzantine and hire Greek architects?"

"ves, that's right.. The ﬁﬁgene Brothers and then
we had a drive to raise money and we did raise." We had the first
drive to ralse $150,000.00 and we had a banquet, dinner, at the
duPont Hotel and we had the Archibishop from New York and then
we had some people to organize the drive from Chicago. They..."

"You hired professionals?"

"Oh, yen." '

"Oh, I see."

"Oh yeh, we had it very well organized by them and
we did raise $50,000.00 that night."

"One night you raised $50,000.00, a third of your
whole total." |

"One night, yeh."

"From pledges?"

"From pledges,'yeh."

"Is this when the men used to get up and pledge
the money?"

| "Yeh, that's right."

"I remember my father telling me about that."

"Yeh, that's it.. All the Greek people bid plenty.
You see, they were thirsty for something like that.™

"To establish themselves as a community."

"Po establish themselves as a community. Hey, Jack! -
(interruption)

"The people were thirsty then to establish a com-
munity life?"
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"Po establish a community life, you know.. That's
it. Church, school, and different affairs, yow know, like get-
togethers, you know, dances - like how 1t used to be."

"You would hire halls prior tc this?"

"Yeh, we did before, before we builf our own on
Broom 8treet. I mean the garage, you know.,"

"Did you find that Greeks stayed to themselves or
theyeeoo?"

| "Oh no, no!"

"NO?"

"No; they didn't. No, they ....well, the first ones
did. They very flrst ones, you know, that they first come here.
They were more ... but the rest as we went along; why it wasn't
anyhting like that."

"You almost led a dual 1life then?"

"Oh yes, yes." |

"In your business?"

"Oh, yes. At thaﬁ time and of course, as I say,
hard work, long hours, that's why we were successful."

"yYou, by in large, most of the Greek people in those
years were successful."

"Phat's the only way. We didn't know the language,
didn't have enough school, you know; but by working hard and long
hours, why we got something that we really wanted."

"Did you ever return to Greece?"

"I did. I returned to Greece ih 1930. From 1907
to 1930, I went over there and married my sister. You know years
back you had to pay 'prika,' you know,"

"A dowry?"

"Yeh, for instance if you're a girl you had to pay
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so much money."

"To marry?"
"o marry."

"Yesg."

"Yeh,'I remember one time 1t was 150,000 drachmas,
you know, CGreek money. It was about flve, slx thousand dollars,
you lknow, to marry my sister off iIn 1930 and then I stayed three
months over there and I came back."

"Were your parents alive then?%"

"Yes, my mother was. My fathér died in 1911 when
I wag in this country. But then 1950 I went back with my daugh-
ter.®

"Second trip?"

"Second trip—i950-with ny daughter and my wife and
they enjoyed it very much. First time we'd been bhack, you know;
it was very well (worth) while." -

"But you never had any desire to return permanentlyt®"

"Oh no, no, neveri" '

"Did you bring any other relatives over?"

"I d4d .... 19 uh 1940 no 1950 to 'S5l. I must to
bring fifty of them all together."

"pifty?"

"Fifty’in this country."

"And what was the year again?"

1950 to 1951.% ’

"150 to '51."

w5y, yeé.“

"Within a space of a year you brought about fifty
relatives?"

"Relatives and friends from the same place where I'm
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from, you know, in Greece. That's Naupaktos."

"Did you have any difficulty doing this?"

“No, because I had ways, you know. At fhat time -
this country allowed so many to bring over here."

"About three-hundred eighty."

"Yeh, I think it was and I had to make ...get the
what you call 1t: ‘»f]ééy,a/ that's the -===-- from the authori-
ties here iIn Wilmington that I would give them Jobs, I would give
them place to stay."

"You had to promise all these things?"

"I had to promise all these things. bf course, at:
that time, you see, I had these two restaurants going and I had
the Prestoc Restaurant and Kent Hotel which I bought from Jim
Boines, the Kent Hotel - 1944. BSo I needed a lot of Greek help
to run these two restaurants. I had.....well, at one time I hed
one hundred twenty people working for me, you know."

"For Heavens Sakel"

"Oh yes, these two restaurants."

"Just the two restaurants here on Market Street?"

"Because the Presto was opened twenty-four houré,
you see, and ....."

"And, of course, this (Kent) is a hotel too. You
ran a hotel, too."

"A hotel, a restaurant, and cocktail lounge, and so
on.. And as I say, at Lhat time, I need a lot of help and I got
all of them. They're all in business today. They come cver here
and they pay me, you know. I paid thelir fares to bring them over.
Bring them dowvn here to the Presto; broke them in there for three,
four months, six months, a year. 8o much they can. Then they

leave. They go different places in the country where they had
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relatives, friends, you know, like Detroit - lot of them; Cleve-
land, Ohlo - there's a lot of them; Chicago - there's a lot of theu;
Baltimore - a lot of them; which I brought.®

"You brought them here and nursed them and then set
them on their wings."

"Yeh, yeh, but they did very well for themselves,
did very well. You see at that time, you know, it was right after
the Greek war = when they had the Greek, when the Greek war, we
had big war in 1944, you know."

"Uh huh, yes."

"Well then, Greece was very poor and they had the
problenm in Greece, you know, with the, with those guerillas, you
know."

"This is after World War II."

"Yes, that's right and then Greece was very poor and
everycne wanted to leave Greece and come to this country."

"But they still had that immigraticn restriction.™

"Yes, yes, it was hard, hard. If you promised them
& Job and place to stay, they would let you bring them. I had to
get a permit from here."

"That was during Roosevelt's administration still
then? That wasn't during Truman's, was it?"

- "No; during Truman's.® ’

“During Truman's, and he is known as a friend of
Greece, is he not?" '

“Veri much, that's right, that's right. You know
they built his statue in Athens."

"Yesg?"

“Yes;“

"Did you ever have any inter-action with politians
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or...ah?"
| "Well yes, yes we did. I did, I mean. 4nd most

all the Greek people here they did alsoc. We were mixed up in
politics.... but more Republicans, you know."

"With Governor Boggs,who's also known as a friend of
the Greeks."

"Governor Boggs, yes, Governor McMullen."

"Uh huh."

At that time he was. 4nd especially Governor Boggs..
At that time he was Philhellean. Do you know what I mean by that?
Lover of the Greeks." |

"Yes, the 'philo' of the Greeks."

"Yes, that's it and he was very good."

"He attended maeny of our affairs." m

"Many, many affairs - many. A4nd as I say, all the
Greeks liked him, liked him very much. And well, when we had
that first drive, as I say, we had the Archbishop, you know,
which now = from New York we got him - Athanagoras.. You remem=-
ber him, tall fellow."

"Yes, I do."

"Now he's Patriarch, you know, in Constantinople.
50 he knew us in Wilmington very well because I brought him here
when I was president of the community so many times, you know.
And I had him home, you know, for dinners and so on.. and 1950
my daughter went to Constantinople and see him over there."

"For Heavens Sakel™

"And you know, he recognized her right away."

"Right away?"

"Right away:he recognized her.. Oh, he's brilliant

this Athanagoras. He's Patriarch now, you know."
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"Yes, he's the one who has met with the Pope."

"Phat's it. That's him. And Stella, you know'my'
daughter, well, he'got ner to get up, you know; to speak, you:
know, in Greek, which she did very well; and dance the Greek
dances and so on. You know where they had the =-—=~==-w-- sy you
know, for them because 1t was 1950 for this Ahepa conventilon
that we 211 went to Greece, you see. A lot of them from this
country went to Greece, 1950."

"Yes, I remember the circulars."

"Yes, that's it.. 8o that's about all I know. I
don't mow ...."

| "Did you ever have any war service? Were you ever

called to the‘army?" '

"No, no, but I did help a lot with the Greek War
Relief."

"Involved in those drives."

"Involved in those drives. I was the, one of the
(ones), to raise money in Wilmington. I was head of this commit~
tee that we had from the Ahepa in order to raise money for: the
Greek War Relief at that time.. And I did raise so many thousand
dollars and a lot of clothes we sent."

"1 remember packing those trunks, yes."

"Yes, that's right." |

"Did you ever attempt to obtain documents from
Greece, birth certificates, or any official certification of
your birth?"

. "Yes, I had to do that in 1919 when I got my uh

citizen Greekvpapers.“

"Did you have any difficulty?"

"Oh yes, yes I did because tﬁéy didn't know the age
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and they didn't:know where I was born and all this other stuff.
Finally got. it."

"you did get them?"

"Yes, finally." i

“Do“you celebrate a birthday or a name's day?"

"Oh yeh, we have birthdays, name's day‘- naméis
day nore than‘birthday.“ ‘

"So do you really know your date of birth?"

"Oh yes, yes." '

"Oh, you do know that. Many Greeks don't. They
just know that -"

"I Ynow, but I do."

"You did get those documents."

"I got those documents, yes.P‘

"Did you know that before?"

"No, I didn't know that before but all I know is
name's day, | - M

- "Yes?"

"You know like Constantine, my - Charlie.

“Speaking of names, what does your name méan? Does
1t have a Greek translation?" ’

"Well, Constanfinos...”

'"No, I mean Tarabicos."

“Tarabicos, no, I really don't know what its
meaning. For generation, I guess, like that."

"But it has no clear definition?"

“NO.“ '

"In the town where you lived in Greece, were there

many Tarabicos people?"

"Well, uﬁ, not many - relatives like brothers and
cousins, so many - "
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"But it wasn't a clan that settled in that town?"

"No, no, nothing like that." '

"Going back to those early days in Greece, Had you
traveled in Greece? Of: course, you were so young."

"Oh no‘, I didn't."

"You had never seen a bipg city before?"

“Well, I seen.....well the only big city I saw
was Patras." '

"When you left."

'iYes.“

“Thennyou,came over here and were thrown into New
York.and Baltimore and all these big cities.™

"That's right. That's right."

“ihat's the most difficult phase of your naturali-

zation: learning the language, the custom?"

"Well, learning the.language more than anything else.™

"Did you do this by any special means or jJust by
word of mouth and listening?"

"Well, word of ﬁouth and being in business.”

"By necessity." |

"It's necessity and another thing is you learn a lot
when you are in business."

"Uh huh.®

"You know what I mean. You learn the language =----.
I didn't know how to write at all neither. Now I can write."

"You taught yourself to write?"

"Oh yes." i

“"You never had any schooling?®

"No, never lad any schocling fut I taught myself to
write. That's right."
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“"Amazing! Can you think of anything - any story
that comes to your mind now that you used to tell your children
o} I

"Oh, well +... I"

"Were you ever discriminated against for being
foreign, you, yourself?"

"No, no, ﬁever!"

"Never remember any?"

"No." |

“"Ever had an advantage for being Greek?"

"No, I don't ... no." |

"Not any special occasion?"

"No special occasion. Thé only thing is, I think,
1s because we came to this country to make good and make money."
"You came for purely economic reasons?"

"Purely economic asset really. I thiﬂk most all
the Greeks they came over here and they say well they go to
America and make five thousand dollars and go back to Greece.
But they all been here. They stayed here.. None of them went
back to Greece and they've been here for years and years. You
know what I mean? They had that first idea, though. Come
here, make five fhousand dollars,. and go back because five
thousand dollars was a lot of money 1in Greece those days, you
know. But they make the five thousand dollars, and then we want
to make more and more, and they stayed here in business and make
more.."

"And it became their country?"

"Yes, that's it. That's rigﬂt."

"I see. Well, thank you very much."

"Oh, you're welcome, honey."
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