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Iniervier with Vary Dabiarz, Polish immigrant, on June 14, 1969, at her
“home in “ilmington, Delaware, by John Bablarz.

Q what is your name?
A Mary Batiarz.
Q And what is your address?

A 506 Marsh Road.

) And when were you born?
A On a farm.,

Q dhat day?

A Septenber &, 187737

A 'Q37

A T think so,

0 Jeptember the &th, 1877,
A 76 I'm roing to be this September,

Yezh. Now in what part of Polaid were you Lorn?

A Galicia.

) It was part of Austria.

4 Yes,

) snd which--what was the name of the village?

A Oharna [sp?}.

@ The name of the village was Charna, What was 1life like there in Charna?
A Oh, it was nice but very poor because we are a big family.

Q “‘as this on a farm?

A Farm.

i~ ind how -1id they make the living?

A Well, raised rye and potatoes and everything--all vegetable. And there
is the--you know, cow and the horses, everything,
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Was this a big place?

14 acres. uhat was your father's name?

Farchez Fellupt [sp].

And was he from~-born there in Charna.

Yes, yes.

He was. ‘When did you start to go to school? How old were you when you .
I was seven I think--seven.

And what kind of a school was it?

It's . . .

Did they teach in Polish?

Polish, that's right--just in Polish,

Did the Church operate the school, or was it a government school?

Government, government, I think, I don't think the Church had anything
to do with it.

How long did you go to school?

To eighth grade.

Bighth grade. ©So you were 15 years old when you finished school.

That's right.

And you didn't go any further teyond the eighth grade?

No. Ye started but don't finish. . . [sounds like "the German": twice in
a week, couple of hours. But I don't--they started there was kids too
big and . . .

Did they teach you how to do anything in the school?

Yes, yes. Sewing., And some addition, too.

All right, let's stop here and see what it . . . [starts again as follows]

Now you went to school for eight years. What kind of a school-~how big
was this school? Did it have one room or two rooms?
They have four roon.

Four rooms, Did you go all day to school?

.



No., Youngest go in the morning and the oldest go afternoon--they was
divided, ‘

S0 grades 1, 2, 3, 4 went in the morning and 5, 6, 7, 8 went in the after-
noon, And what did they teach in the school in the different grades®
Reading? Writing? Arithmetic?

Reading, writing, arithmetic and history and . . .

And all this was in Polish? Polish language?

Polish language, that's all.

And who were the teachers?

Well, there was a family--a husband and a wife., ©35he teach younger kids,
he teach oldest.

There were just two teachers for the whole school?
For whole school.

How many were there in each class when you went?
Well, about 30. Abtout 30 in each class,

About 30 in each grade. And what--you said that they tauvght you how to
sew, Jid they teach you how to do anything else, how to work?

Ch, how to work in a farm, mostly in a farm.

Mostly farm work, When did you first learn about America? When did you
first hear about America?

Mirst here come January 21, 1909, I believe,

No, I mean, when you were young and you were still in school, at home,
when did you first hear about America?

Oh, after I finished school, my cousin write me letter from America and
ask me to come over here if I want to see it,

Long before that, when you were going to school, was there anybtody talking
about America all the time?

Yeah, yeah, they talk and they talk a lot and the people was here and they
come back and they talk a lot.

5o you heard about this when you were young, about America.
Yes, yes.

Did you make up your mind then that someday you wanted to come to America?
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#ell, not to last.

Yell, I mean, did you dream, did you . . .,
Yes, ves.

Did you think atout coming someday?

Yes,

And what were you thinking about that if you came here, what--why did
you want to come here?

Yell, I just wanta come here look for better livin',
Better way of life. Right., And your cousin came here to Wilmington?

Yes., She come to Massachusetts somewhere--I don't know where, but she
move here,

She moved to Wilmington and then she wrote to you and asked you to come
over.

Asked come over and she send me money so I can come here,
How did you leave home when you decided to come to America?

Yell, leave home very sad. I was very sad, I have to leave home, all
family, Mother and Father both cry [when] I leave.

Vere you the oldest one?

I am oldest,

How many brothers and sisters do you have?
Two brothers and five sisters,

Are there any others here in America besides yourself from your family?
Yell, is my sister.

One of your sisters.

Une of my sisters.

And nobody else came.

No, no,

And how old were you when you left home?

Well, my birthday was September, I come here January,
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Yhat year?

1909~-~T think 1909,

So you were 16 ., . ,

I was 16 in September . . .

And you left in January. Now, when you left home, it was wintertime?

Yes, winter, cold.

And how did you go from the village to the seaport?

Well, my father and mother tring me in a~~they have a wagon . . .
And they take you to the railrcad station?
Take me to the railroad and they stay . . .
Yhat railroad station?

Sanjesu [spj.

And from Sanjesu, where did you go?

To Krakow.

To Krakow, and from Krakow?

Krakow to where you call?

Germany?

Germany.

Hamburg?

Hamburg, yeah. On the train.

On the same train. VWere other people going with you, or were you by
yourself?

Well, to the Krakow they come five of us, btut only iwo of 'em come--
three was left back because some trouble with the eye or something.
You know, examination.

hen you got to Krakow, what did you have to do in Krakow--when you say

examination?
Well, examination, they just take you to a special room, and . .

Did you have to make out any papers or answer . . .
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No, no papers.

Did you get passport, or . . .

Ch, T got passport from my home, from my . . .

Yhen you were still home, tefore you left,

Yezh., I had a passport and everything.

You had to make the zpplication for passpori, and then it came by mail,
Yeah,

3o that when you left home, you had your passport?

Yes.

And a visa to America.

Um hmnm.

And then from Krakow you went to Hamburg by railrocad. How long did it take?
Oh, I don't remember. T don't remember that.

Did you have to change trains?

Mo, we go there, we was--yvou know, to go on the ship.

All you had was one companion from home--from Sanjesu, who went with you to
Hamburg,

Yes,

How did you live during this~-on this trip? WYhat did you eat? Did you get
off the train to eat, or did they sell Tood on the train?

o, they serve food if you get off of the itrain. They give you food . , .
Ch, at the station.

In the station, and then . . .

tho gave you food? Cr did you have to buy it?

I think we got free. Some of the--you know, would take care . . . oh, some
would take care, and this group, people . . ,

Ch, was there a group, and sometody was--there was one person in charge of
the whole group?

Yes.
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And this person then took care of you to see that you got foed. Did you
have to spend the night someplace, get off the train?

Yeah, that's right. They take care of that.

Did you sleep on the train, or did you have to get off the train to sleep?

e sleep in that 1like station, they have 2 room upstairs and they put you
to sleep, the next day we go to the . . .

And when you got to Hamburg, did you get on toard a ship right away?
Yeah, we go on 2z ship right away.

A whole htunch? Was the vwhole traini™id of people going, or . . .
Well, there was a lot of them. There was a lot of people.

And they were from different parts, different villages.
Different villages.

And everybody had somebtody taking care of them.

Sure. Bach village had his own , . .

Leader.

Leader.

And when you got zboard the ship, where did they put you?

Yell, they took me to the third class, down.

Down btelow.

Down below.

And what kind of accomodations did they have? How did you sleep there?
How many people were in this roon?

Ch, avout~~T think four. They have that bunk bed, one sleep down, one
up.

And Jjust four people in the room?
I think it's four.

Small room,

Small roomn,

And your friend from home, was she with you . . .
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She was in the other.

Tou dicn't get together.

You had new people.

Mew people.

How many people were on board this ship?

Ch, T don't rememter, I don't know that.

Do you remember what day you left?
Ship.

that day did you leave hone?

Ch, well,

Charna.,

Charna? 4Yell, T guess . . .
Christmas or after Christmas?
After Christmas.

Yon were still home for Christmas,
Yes, yes.

Yas 1t very cold when you left?

s 1t was pretty cold,

T
f

[¢H
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Yas it cold on the trip, on the train, or . . .

Cn the train it was noi too cold, and as soon as we get into the ship,

have those ., , .

“here it was warm, VYhat did you carry when you left home?

a lot of bags and taggage?
Ko, 1 don't carry a lot of bags, Jjust
Clothing you had on, and . . .

That's all,

vhat I got on.

Did you have

hey
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Mo extra clothing?
No,

»

You kept the same clothing on from when you left Charra 'til when you came

to the United States?
Charna to here, to come here,
Iou had no change of cloining?

No change of clothing and iif I come here, right away, first thing we have
to throw away and I get clean,

Must smell pretty good., And what else did you take when you left home,
any money?

lo, no money, I don't have nc money.
Ch, you didn't have any money for your trip?
T think T have like two and a half dollar, but is werth it.

Atout two and a half dollers for the trip. How much did you have when
vou arrived on this side?

‘t.

=

I have all of
You didn't spend any? You didn't spend a penny?
Yo, T don't spend it,

Well, who pald for all the expenses?

Jell, you mean that--the ship?

Yeah,
Well, 1 have that pass--tha® cost $40,00--the ticket, that gives you every-
thinz on the ship. All food.

Ch, $40,00, And how did you pay for that?

'

jell, my cousin she paid here and send me that ticket, so 1 just showed
ticket and that's all, and I get all service,

How many days were you on the ocean?
Eleven days.
Eleven days. 'That was in January.

Yes,
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& And the weather was cold?

A Cold.,
Q Did you zet up on the deck, or did you have to stay below?
A Can't get up~--I can't get on the deck ‘cause I was sick, all that trip.

A1l that eleven days,

Q So you stayed eleven days down below, and you were sick,

A Jown there alone and T was sick, I can't 1ift my head,

Q Did any of the other people go up?

A Yezh, they'd go up, they'd come back sick and throw everything up, make o
mess.

Al what kind of food did they give you on the ship?

A Well, they served good food.

Q Did you have to go to a dining room to eat?

A They have dining room on thst floor, so if you go, you get anything you
want, there was on table.

Q 5o you got food on the trip. And when you got to Hew York, what happened
then?

A well, we come into llew York.

Qo 2id you go to the . . .

A fell, no , . . yes, somebtody wait for us who where to go. I go to vilming-
ton, there I have direction, sometody bring me to the train, I just show
the address, and that's all,

o] Well, did you have to go through any inspection tefore they let you go to
the train? After you come of'f the shiwn,

A #ell, they ask you some gquestion and lLook at your papers, that's all--that
passport.

Q ind they didn't hold vou?

A No, didn't hold. They give you a piece of btologna and pie or something,

Q Sandwich?

A Sandwich, and I put on the train *to Wilmington.

Q And somebody'd take you to the train?
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Yeah, thev put us in the itrain, somebody,

Right away.

Right away.

What time did the ship come to New York? In the morning, in the night?
I think in the morning, because . . .

And when you got off the ship, was . . .

Get off the snip, vass all that inspection and I go to the train, I come in
here 1:00 in the B&Q station,

In the morning?

4
n
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In the morning, 1:00, And

tation until 5:00,
In the nmorning? Somebtody came for you?

Ko, notody came,

By yourself?

v myself., But the bug come in and some--well, I got, you know, address,
piece of paper, and I showed this people that take care of the E& station,
iell, they told me, I don't understand, they told me that city bus come in.
I #o take a bus--they put me in a tus,

You were the only one that came to Wilmington from this whole ship?
The others went to different places.

Uifferent places. 5o T take the bus. I come in here at 2nd and YWalnut
Street. And the bus driver throw me out and say, "That's here. You

look now," 50 I look all the way down, it was dark; it was early in the
morning, it was dark, I look, I say, what I'm gonna do. But man go to

the work, which ones they live next door to the people, which ones I come.
S0 1 show him address, because nothing else will do, and he ask me, "Honey,
show me the address, where you going?" I show him, and "Ch then cocme on,

7 take you to my house, it's next door pecple.," He take me to his house.
That was 115 Toplar, and I had address te 111 Popler Street. So after that
they take me up there and that's it.

» .

when did you see your cousin in Poland?

5T
£

@

11, I don't even think--zbtout four years. About four years, a good Tour
years,

)
.

,.
¢

'our vears. 5o the next time you saw her was four years later in America,
in Yilmington. And you came here tecause she was your cousin and she asked
vou to come here, and she sent you the ticket.

Yes, And then she took care of me here, loo.
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I see. You lived with her,
Yes., For a Few months., After that she go 1o Poland,
She went hack. Fut you never went back.
Ko,
“hen you came here, what did you do?
That 1 do? Tirst, I take care of her baby, because she had 1little baty,
nobody else could take care, so I--she was in the hospital, she was sick
“o I take care of the tabty. After a while I go work to . . .

Tactory? How did vou get to the factory, did you go by yourself, or
did somebody take you?

ell, she make arrangement with some ifriends, she xnow where they work
that factory, LPoliSh--trying te think of namei.

R
i

What kind ot factory? [Exchange in Polish | Leather factory.

iy

Leather factory, that's in Vilmingten, Monroe and Front.
Front and Monroe.

Yesh, that's where I worked.

That'’s the first job you took?

Tirst job.

=

And what did you do?

Ch, I what-do-you-call . . .
Cleaned leather, or . . .

fixed leather, make shine,

Ch. Polish it,

Polish it,

How much did yon get paid?

Ch. First pay I make, I get $1.75.
For how much? A whole week?

Hot whole week, just a Tew hours every day. Every day, because they was
Just teach ., . .

(3

3.

[
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How many hours did you work? Oh, they were teaching you?

Teaching, that's why the pay. Afiter a while I maske $3.00 and I work three

months up there. After three months, I go to 11th and Poplar work--7 make
hpe ?L“‘

7 ) e
¥or how manv hours?
Ch, from six to six, I think.

=7

Every five days? Did you work on Saturday?
Saturday half o day.

That's five and a half days,

Five and a hald days.

50 you got about $1.00 a day.

Ch, that was blg »ay. I was happy.

And what did you do there”

Same thing,

How long was it afier you came here Tefore you went to work? One week,
two weeks, three weeks?

0h, I got the taby before . . . it'd be four weeks,

t was four weeks before you started to work, snd then you said when you
came from Poland you only had the clothes that you had on and you had no

o

extra clothing you trouzht, VWell, ., . .

1

Yhoes T wear here one year before 1 get another--new ones. [ut the rest
of the clothes are gone,

You ‘ust threw 'em away. .ell, you didn't change, you didn't wash . . .

[

o,
How long did it take from when you left home '£il you got to Wilmingiton?
How many weeks?

Abtout--wait a minute. One, two--eleven days, fifteen days.

fifteen days in the same clothing, Don't take no tath on the ship?

I can't because I was sick., Can't even , ., .
And when you came here, your cousin gave you new clothing?

Oh, yes. I got my aunt here, another cousin, she gave me some clothes, and
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they teke me into town and buy new everything and fix me up.

3o when you started to work, what did you do with the money?

well, T started to work, I saved the money,

what she sent.
You had to may her back for the 240.00 for

Yeah, um hmn.

5

And how did vou live then, with her?

“ell, she to Poland, T

‘They take

2o back
care of

“ell, what was 1ife like here when you came here compared to

Foland?
Uell, first I missed Foland because I been
“rom living in the country . . .
And the country, there was . . .

Upen,

paid it back to my cocusin,

the trip ticket.

live with another people, her friend.
me, i live with them, they cook for us and . . .

used to it from little kid . .

There was open, there was very nice, just difference.

And here, was 1t crowded in the house where you lived?

Yeah, there was crowded, and lilke T said ,
How many people lived in the house?

lany--two, four, elght--oh, about 10 or 12,
These were houses on Poplaxr Sireet?

s vhere they're belng torn down now,

They had three bedroom,

And they were bad when you came

They was territle, and now, that many years.

They were territle when you came in 190G,
that was diiferent. Did you find the work

Hard this work. And then at first T w

a i
and used to working on the farm, that's diff
1 t

from the light to dark., 3Start in the
nothing and come home in the dark,

So then what did you find here
that you were doing was hard?

sappointed--had to work =o hard
fe But of course you work
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How about in the factory?

Tn the Tactory there was difTerence., There was less hours because . , .
tut a year, after a year's time, I was used to it, I liked it, and T still
like it now a ict better,

3o you went to work in a leather factory. How long did you work there?
Did you do any other work? id you get laid off? Uas there hard times
here, or . . .

o, except For that first work and the second work when I workin' at
Foplar Street, 11lth and Poplar. 5o 13 Lombard factory was same thing,
they need girl upstairs, had to pay more money, one hour longer work, but
pay £6.25, 3o I quit here and I go there where they pay more money.

And how long did you work there?
Ch, about--a good tit--z good bit, a vear, I think.
And did you live in the same place the whole time®

o, After that Foplar Street where T come, T lived there meybe six

months and then after a while I 11ve~—uhey call Lsoundo like Viller Couru;.
It's in King and--nc, Merket and what's next, Shipley?

1

2 ver
AINE .

'arket and

And ¥ing. VNo,

Yeah, that's where Miller Couri was,

Tezh? Market and ¥Xing. I lived there about 10 months, then from that
place T've lived many.

‘‘hen you came here, what kind of food did you eat? Different from in
Poland, ox . . .

dell, a 1ittle bit different, out first if I come here and people which was
here, *they start to give you Tood, would tell you you don't like it., Jell,
first they give me tananas. %o I don't like it because I never see that
and they don't ealt. And after that, give me tomatoes, so the same thing.
And no [ineuditle | and raisin.

Yhen you made $5.00 or $6.00 a week, were you able to save some money?

Ch yes, yes, ‘ell, food cost me about $1.20-51.35 a week, $1.50 I pay for
month board--for room,.

51,50 a month?
For yvoom. 3ut there was four girl there,

Vour girls. In one room,
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Um hmm, Put the housekeeper, she’d wash for us and iron--well, we helped
to iron, but we cleaned the roons and helped to clean, too, btut 31.50 a
month.

And 31.25 a week . . .

$1.35, 1,25 for food.

Tor food, She prepared it.

Yeah, she prepared it,

Tou paid her and she--you all ate at the same table., How about lunch,
when yvou went to work” Did you pack a lunch?

Ch, yes, pack a lunch.
Yas that separate or part--did you have o pay separate for lunch?

No. Fo. There was . . .

From the same money, $1.35.

o

1,35,

“o that included lunch then.

Um hmm. Yeah,

How long did it take you to pay back for the ticket?

Oh, atout three yvear or more.

Before you got married . . .

lLet's see, T have to think--at the time now T don't know--don't remember.
Did you send any money home?

Yeah, I send sometime, if I have--send a letter, but not much money. Dut
for Christmas and Zaster I send some money.

then did vou send the first money home, on Easter?
For HKaster, yeah,

Sent your mother and father . . .

Dollar.

4 one dollar present., And did you receive many letters, or write many
letters?

Yes. I always writing letters--but if I got dime, I don't write nc letter,
tecause I don't want to change dime,
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And when you got living--well, how did v~u [ind the life here, like Sunday,
what did you de when vou didn't work on Sunday?

o ., . . we stay at home in the house, we don't go no place. Church. Lot
every Sunday.

And for recreation, did they sing or dance or . , .
here?

You know, after work, Did they have any . . .

Ch, home?

Yeah,

Well, there was a lot of you know, people, like fen or twelve, they bring
the btottle of beer and they sit, talk, dance, and that's how--home.

You didn't go?

¥o, no place,

50 yvou came here, you were--in January, and your tirthday's in Septemter,
so that was--you were a little over 16. 4And then that was wintertine.
Jell, then came Faster and spring and summertime, ¥Well, how did ycu find--
vas 1ife better then?

Well, it still not, you know--there was here in the Foplar Street.

Well, then, you were 17 in September and you were working now and saving
noney.

Yes, saving money, And then I find . . .

Whet kind of treolley cars did they have?

Well, summertime ihey have that open trolley,

Open . . . was it electiric? Ilectiric trolley cars?

I think electiric, electric, yeah,.

Did you walk to work, or did you ride the trolley car?
Huh: Walk., Walk.

You walked everywhere.

Bverywhere to work.

The first time you rode a trolley car was from B&0 station when you ar-
rived. ‘hen was the next time you rode a trolley car?
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Next time, I don't even know. Ch, we go guite a Tew times for that Spring

Fark.
Brandywine Springs,.

Brandywine Spring Park, there was [inauditle | . . .

[N

That'd be sumneritime.

Summertime, 3unday. So I dort know, every Sunday or Just once

o/

Yell, when you went to the park, what did you do? Did you take a basketl

lunch, ox . . .

¥

e take a basket lunch and sit down and eat, and . . .

b= N

And then when you went--at the park, what did you do, after you eat.

51t down.,
Just sit? o run?
Ho. & lot of people up there run, tut like me, they . . .

That kind--you had a cousin here and you sald she went back to
Did you have some other friends then?

Here? VYes, my aunt lives nere,

She came bef'ore you here,.

Oh, yesh,

0id you know her in Foland before you came here?
Yes,.

And uncle?

I don't know uncle tecause he was here longer, maybe ten yvears
S0 you didn't know him.

No., %When I come here T met him.

You first met him here.

Yeah. But I know aunt tefore then.

And the uncle was your father's btrother.

The aunt you're talking about is his wife,

Foland.

tefore

.



Yeah.

But you remember her in the old country.

ere there any other aunts or uuncles here, or just that one.

Well, Just that one.

Notoedy else,

Mo,

And did you work any other place, or all the time in the leather factory?
Just the leather factory.

Until you got married,

Um hmn.

And you got married in June ., . .

June 173,

~r
Tes.

4

30 that's iwo years after you came here.

Everything was . . .

And when did you first meet your husband?

Jell, he was in the mine, coal mine, in Scranton, and before I come here,
he was here, workin', but he go to Scranton, coal mine, and he work there,
And after I was here already, he come for visit from the Scranton., And I
guess he met me and he get married,

And after you got married, where did you live then?

Ch, we have like--not apartment, but one room and the cook stuff, in the
center stove, the . , .

You ccoked supper for yourself,

Yeso,

And how long did you-~-did you continue to work or did you stop working
as soon as you got married?

fo. The pay up, right away. Soon as I get married, it's married don't
work in that factory no more. TLast day T work, 1 got my pay--no more,
S0 I don't have no work and then my husband den't have no work.



£

e

&0

A

fe]

A

A

Both of you were out of work when yvou got married.

20 1 look for work, he lcok for work., And I go to 2ud and Yalnut, there was
that what-do-you-call-it . . ,

Leather factory?

Leather factory. But all American girls work up there, nobody else. &nd
some my friends told me, you go there, you zet the jot, btut you have to

go every day, maybe month, So I did. I go in that filled-up waiting room,
sometime T sit to 11:00. An electric light was there in the window, and

I =it waitin' and then the bLoss come in, "No, no jobk."” 5o next day I go
there, same thing. 1 set, 2And end up thev did, that my friend, she told
me, '"Vou 2o there eve Ty day snd then he get tired of lookin' at you and

ae give you a Jot." So that's what ha\pened Maybe a week, I go svery day
and then he give me a job, And I got best job I ever had. And I make
think two nighte overtime, I make $%,00. That was blg money.

39,00 2 week, And you nad to work five days and iwo nights overtime and
saturday hall a day.

"

Yes, 2ut that was big money. 1 don't mind the work tecause I make &z lot
of money, 5o after a while hustand get 2 job and we move from the place
where we lived and rented another house. ¥%e lived eleven months, and
then after that we tuy our home. And have no money but some Triend push
us to buy, we buy it, and he help . , .,

“here did wou buy it7T

P

412 Spruce Street.
“hat year was thst?

remenlter what yvear,
Two years afler vou were married?”

About three . . . eleven months--ch, no, Decause eleven months we lived

in the rented, one, two months, ten months--oh, almost two years, not quite
twe years, we buy home.

How muech did you »nay for the house?

$1200. Cash?

Ho, ne cash., o money--there was 35200 cash.
You had %200 cash, down payment?

5200 cesh from the bosrder where T keep him.

You had 3200 for a down payment.



A

Tiown payment, then a $1000 mortsage.

Jo vou bought the house, ‘ere there nmany of your friends that bought
nouses like that?

Yo, not many. Not many. Everybody started talking about that, why we do
that, PBut we do that with some good friend pushing us, tuy it, and after

he tuy home, tell my hushand get citizen's paper right away and he e C,K.

Jell, when you got citizen papers was 1016.

£

L

[

16 o '157

'16, teczuse I was one-year old.

Oh, yeah. So that day I don't have to go get citizen

my husband.

How many children do you have?
Seven.

Seven”

Jeven--no, three--ten.

Ten?

Three, four, six, ten--eleven,
Eleven,

Eleven, that's right.

5ix living and five dezd.

Um hinm,

s paper, I was with

And when you have a baby in those days, what was it like? Do you go to
the hospital, do you have . . .

iio, we have the hespital at hone.

At home. There was no attention like you get today.

Ho., Ho., There wes a nidwlife.

Ho, ‘nless you have to have = doctor,

Jhere did you go to church?

that's all,

After that they build the

Ye was the first parishioner.
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And when the church was tnilt--you aiways lived on the east side o
Hilmington,

1

1es,

And when the parish was established, did it
help~-did the church help the people? las
cun church nearby?

mprove conditions, did it
easier because you had your

[
s

¥ell, it was much easier near the church~--don't have to walk too far.
And the seme kind of people belonged--all Polish people.
fes,

How the war came, World Yar, the i4rst World Yar. UVhat was it like here
during the war? ‘as there plenty of work?

Flenty of work and everybody was worried.

Did you still get letiers from home?

Jell, that was stopped for a while and after war was over, get the letter,
tut for I don't know how long, but it was stopped,

Mo mail,

Ho.

iy

And after the war, what happened? How did life change?

ell, everybody was happy tecause men and the young men and married nmen come

home., Some was happy, some was not. Same like now,

How long did you live on Spruce Street?

e

Oh, abtout Tive year,

Rl

dive years. 2id you sell the house?

o

17

Je sell that house, we go--we live on the 3rd Street Bridsge.
Did you make a profit when you sold the house?

No, 'e make a profit, Ttut we do a lot of repair.

How much 4did you get for the house when you sold it?

31800, Put we don't know--with the prices, we don't know what's going on,
we sell too cheap.
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Did
you ut 11 owe some money?

They was paid.

fou had it all paid off.

T

at
notice put

place we tulld a new kitchen,
the sewage, conneci the

~
¢

Did you have electricity®

ilc, no electricity but mayte 20 time
get the electric, put this in house,
And when they put the electricity in

Ch, that cost %12 for six roon
To put the wires in.
i

wi's all.

And how much z month, electricity?

Ch, dollar-~I think dollax

ot

Zo refore that, what

T

fa P
GELS

Gas? You had gas in the house. You

cooking?

Tor the light, that's all.

Fow did you cock?
Coal =stove,

Arnd heating?
¥itchen.
There was no--just the Lkitchen,
In the kitchen, The rest,
id vou have ice

o, After--T don't even remember

member,

yeu have everything pald for, the mortgage,

the firsi couple of
sewage,

something.

we wrap up in

when we

when you sell it, or 4id

months, then we got

and . . .

people come in bvefore we sign out for

the house, what . . .

kind of light did you have?

only used gas for light, not for

What kind of stove?

with coal, you know--coal.

the blanket, and . . .

get the ice box--I jusi don't

re-
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So you didn't have no refrigeration.

Ho.

30 how did you keep your food, keep it from spoiling?
Jell, we zo to store every day, ir the morning, afternoon cook, For Zunday,
Sunday morning we go to store and we buy everything Saturdey and the store-
keeper keep it in his frigidalre food to Sunday morning. Sunday morning

we gel up and then we go over there, get the fcod, He open up, see,.

Yell, after the war, did the peonle make more money, or during the war,
they make more money then $¢,00 z week? They must have made . . .

T don't know--they make more money I think, yeah.
Everyrtody.,

reryody mekes more.
wnd thern after you sell the house on Spruce Sireset, you move to . . .
Over Srd Sirest Bridge.

South Heald Street,

Um hmn,

"y

And then what happened
dell it happened we sell that place--we not sell the place right away, htutb
we--with the other fellow we sbtart go in the grocery business, 5o aller a

coupie of morths we sell our house and then we have . . .

Yhy did you go in the grocery tusiness?

Recause my husbend always complained he wants to zo tack o Poland or eise
he would have to work in a Iu:'xe s here, he can't work at the hatve% Iron,
that was too hard work for him. ;

/L{ [lec.ble

Did he have trouble with his lungs?

-t

o+

Ho. r the back,

,fw lea pie

The back. 4&nd so he quit working at the Hadvel Iron and . . .

well, he work and he could Vork, tut he always complained, "I'm not gonns
work; that's too hard. Let's g0 1o To]ang or else we look for business
here."” That's when we find the business and get the business.

50 what kind of business?

Grocery.
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(rocery.

re

Crocery business, we was there 10 months and we sold. And then we come to
3rd and Tombard, we stay to 1950--'527

2, we stayed there,
Well, then you moved back to almost the same neighborhood where you I
camne to Yilmington from the old country. Jas the neighborhood chang
Then?

Cnh, yesh, it changed. ‘as everything nice, everything--you know, there was
all nice people.

Feovle had changed,

Changed., Tt was all the ftime clean the windows, curtains, everything.

And some of the people that you knew are now your customers.

Ch, ves. Some of them I don't even recognize 'em but I go someplace, they
recognize me. They call me, "Oh, hi MNrs. Stanley,"” they always call me VFrs.
Stanley.

And now vou were--in 1923, '24, '25, how was life changing for you. Now
vou were in this couniry 10 years, more than 10 years. Did you still think
aboutr the old country, goinz back?

e, no.

Never?

o. I always think I'm zonna stay here, T want to stay . . .

I liked it here, and stayed.

b

snd you got used to the . . .

)

ot used to it, everything.

i

4

when did you get your first automonile®

onh, T
on't know--the first vear I think we come into 3rd Street,

5o you tought an Overland.

Um hmnm.

S0 you had a car now. Instead of walking, now you could ride,

h T don't know what year that was. That was on J3rd Sireet. An Overland--T
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e. And when the time we ride, we pul pillow cases and blanket
reezing.

There was no heat in the ecar.

¥o, no heat,

I
fde
=
=
o

Yell, how about your family dhat ki
Children?

of family did you have now?

Ch, I have five son, one daughter, 15 grandchildren.
ettt !

Well, thet's now,

Ch,

But then I was thinking when you first moved on 3rd Street o the store,
and thet was in the 1620's. Your family was still growing.

Oh, ves., BEddie was little baby at that time, when we come into 3rd Street.
le'd be year old.

And then vou came into the 1930's, and whalt was--how were things now?
Stop it there for a minute. When you came to this country, you said ycu
got off the boat and when you came to Wilmington, you were the only one
from that whole shipload of pecple to come to Wilmington., 4nd you had
a cousgin here and you had an aunt and an uncle, How, did you find
peovlie here from different parts of Toland?

I~

es.

411 mixed up,

£11 mixed up. Neighbor--well, she's pretty good, make a nice neighbor.
fron the Russian part of Poland? 4nd German part of Foland?

Yeah, Russian, German,

dell, how did these people get alongt They came from different parts of
Polsrnd, they had different ideas., 0i1d they JTight?

Hot much, no. Just sometime, you know, like make a2 funs, Ttut they don't
CTleht,

“ut there was differences of the way that they observed hollidays and
talked?
Oy . Aoe

Vell, almost same, a few hcliday difference, and well, talk a little it
Tron the Russian they talk a little bit different than we are, from Galicia.

Different accent.

Ur
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kind of pecple than Polish people?
Yes, T was surprised.

“hat imbpression did you have?

§

Yell, they was talkin' nice and everything.

o)

But vou couldn't understard it7?

Yell, couldn't understand Engl
1

people, vou know, vhere I dop

Hell, when d4id you first start to learn

first--vight away, little hy 1little.

(o]

“hat was the Tirst word you learned

Goodbye?

Goodbye, Hello, How are you.
How ave you.
Mo, T don That was my faulz.
You never went to school,

Hever go since scheol here.

And Just learned English . . .

uet like that.

Just like that
then. How

No, none,.

They all went to work,

211 workin® and that's all,

And how did they raise thelr childven?

Yell, send them to school~--well, fir

t go to night school

0id you come in contact--vhen you came here, were you surprised to see other

ish, tut from the other parts, the Polish
t know them,

tut they talk nice and Triendly.

Znglish?

+to study.

I should go,

How about the cther people that came and you lived with
ild they--did any of them go Lo school here?

bid they try to . . .

like I remember, there was a fellow
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fourteen years, children, they go

4s soon as they got to Te . . .
Un hmm., Sighth grade, they go to

How abtout your children?
stop school?

Jid you

-

¥y children work there younger . .

Jell, they worked 2%t home, but you
school,

Heeped to zoing to school and wney
fow, what are your children doing
Jho's the oldest one? Ix-mayor, J
id you encourage him to go to sch
interested m

liot too much. He was

And he went to college?

He go to college through~-7 was gl

8
[ay

woTrk,

work,

send them tc werk

didn't--tut they kept

helped.
now? +«ho's the oldest

ohn Fabiarz,
0017

uch about himself.

ad.

when they were 12,

on going to

one’

And how atout the other children, next one was what-~daughter?

Tell,

she got finished high schocl
She Tinished high school,
‘feil, she tended grocery store.

“he has the grocery store,

Um hmn,

How many cihildren does Jonn have?
Two sons,

Two sons, And your daughter?

She has two, son and a daughter.

Son and & daughier, They're the o

And do they have any grandchildren

fes,

)

And what does she do now?

ldest ones.

?

14,

“e was glad, he go and he gradusate.
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2o their grandchildren would e your great-grandchildren.
Yes,
30 how many great-grandchildren do you have?

T have two--it's a vour one and my daughter one,

You have another son, Bdward?

And whati does he do now?
Well, he got the grocery store,
How many children does he hzove?
They have two, two boyso.

“wo boys. Then you have a son, Bi1ll?

He has a grocery store, &nd how many children does he have?

‘fell, he has four, four children, one daughter, three son.

Then you have a son, Jcoeph?

He has a taproom,
Tap--he has a taproom and he has two daughter.

Two daughters. And your youngest son is Stanley, Jr. And what dees he

do?

He's the pharmacist.
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Pharmaecist. He went fTo college.
College.

Jo that only two, the oldest and the
College, that's right., The youngest

>0 he has twoe boys and a
five girls,

girl,

Plve girls,

And two gresi-grandehil zivlizs., And how
7

Ty n e 3 sow
SUBLNESS T

Ch, abtout 20--27 veor,

shouvt 29 or 50 vears, and you got

And what happened? Vhy did you get

we gel sick.

¢

You were tired?

L tired, and we give ubp.

And you gave up the business,
vou've been living here since 1052,

a long way Trom Tharna to larsh Road.

And you have never zone back

vou still write.

Py

cbill weicin',

Wil
And vou have no desire ~ck and visit.,
Yo,

. rh\' L]

m tLoo

out of business

Then you moved here

nave three children.

leng did

to Foland.

some--nuch as I could.

youngest, went to college.

Jou sta

S50 vou have 15 grandchildren, 10 boys =2
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Well, you were younger, tefore.
Tell, when I was younger, couldn't afford to go. liow maybe I could, but
ret too old. Don't Teel like goin'. Az long as my mother and Tather live,

3
[@
T always think T go, but after they pass away, I ., . . .

-
I.

“hen you think tack now over the period of time, when you left Poland, are

vou sorry that vou left? ‘ould vou change vour mind?
Yo, I'm not sorry.
You're not sorry.

Fo, I'm mlad,

Oh, you said that one of your sisters came to this country. Jhen did she
comne’”

i

Ch, sne come acbout two or three vears aiter--oh, about four year after I

her here?

you help to Trin

7id she want to come here, or did you to bring hexr?

she wanted to come, yeah, she wanis to come,

;-A)
:
jouxg
’L‘
5
—t
=
&
,.S
C
0
o

she wrote to you and sald she wanted to come? Your mother and -
vyou to oring her here, too?

Jhat did they say in their letters?

h)
&
o
o
jovd
[
(-F
1
T
o
o,
'
[0}
joy
o)
R

dell, what they sot <o say? They &
And why did she want Lo come here?
Tell, I zuess sne wants ©o cone here, work and maike sone better 1livi
Vell, did you wrlte to her, did you wani her to come too?

5o when she came, did she live with you?

.

She lived Tor a whil Vith me. After a while they go live by themselves~-
she zel married and then live by herselr.

And who dic she marvy?

She marry with my husband's brother,
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Twe sisters married two Lrothers.
"wo sisters, two brothers,
id the--ths two trothers are both dead.

- D) ol

0id the Trother come here tecause of the same reasons?

Same reasons, y husband write him, want to come here, s0 he come.
20 he came here, Then those two met and were married,

Un hmp, that's right,

well, vhat else cen you tell us arout how life was first when you came here?

Lell, first, when I come here, tha’ was tough. That was tough. Hard. Hard
to make money, hard to buy anyvthing. But little by 1little, 1little Ly little,

2L 5 e e e
How about the other people?

That's the same way. Same way. Dverybody start for nothing and then some
come out good, some don't., They get sick or scmething.

Yere there any of vour friends that went back to Foland after the
war?

[
fte
=
n
ot

Friends, they go btack, btut T don't know exactly.

Jell, was there a Jot of talk about ¢

)

oing bLack to Poland?

-

Yeah, there was a lot of talk and 2 lot of people go back, not . . .
Put not your friends,

lio.

Yhat was thelr thinking? lUere they tired of life here and they thought it
would be befter hack in Poland, why did they want to go back?” These people
that were talking . . .

Lo, they go and they conme back, They go and they come again.
They were disappolinted.
. .,

Disappointed, zo for a visit and they used to come back,

But there were some who always talked atout taking thelr money and going
to Poland . . , but none of your friends,.
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in your letters to home, did things change during 60 years? Cr did they
still write the sane?

5111 writin' most same, ot much change.
Thev're still living under poor conditions,

fes, yes. (h, ho-hum. Quit.

You want 1o cut it Lthere? “hen 3t, Stanislous Church was builli and you
helped and you were one of the first parishioners, now when you had your
owm chuxrch nd vour own parish in your neighborhood, how did this improve
things?

Improve a lot btetier, because people which ones lived this east side sec-
tion, they zo in the church. Zefore, some go, some not, tecause 1t was too
far go to St, Hedwlz. 3o afier they build this church here, people help,
ond it's much better, iuch, much better,

0id the church have it's school?
“

eah, they have a school, bul like from old homes I think . . .
Cld houses . . .

Cld houses. But after that, build new school
Well, with the church and the school, did this bring the people closer to-
pether, did they help each olther more?

TYes. Yes., They bring the people and get more children at school after
build the school. dverytody worked together.

z0 that havirg the church was o blg helod.

2igz help. s 5till, that church, here and it's in beautiiful condiiion,

l»
good condition,

3
(o}
1
ot

Around the church, was ithere sociagl 1ife now that improved--paitiles, dances,
or . . .

Jell, they have perties. Theyv don't have much dances now.

I mean tefcre.

Before they have dance.

41

this help to bring the people together?

Sring the people togzether, make 'em happy.

And improved each other's ., . .
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scnools,

The priests that were at the church and th
id they help the peopLe, ioo, wi

A‘

e
T

h

i} tio-~yes, yeah, they helped.
G You had someplace to go if you had a problem,

b That's righi.

L S ETRRTY
(o A 'BRY
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