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INTRODUCTORY LETTER 

Addre sed By Mr. Row n To Tis Children 

"My Dear Children: 

v~1 1st resid ng t Wilmington on the Dela~are, n the 

0nited States of North Amerjca, not expecting to return to 

Eurone, and unwilling to solicit my family to rejoin ~e there, 

I was anxious to leave you some memor:i al of a narent whom in 

all nrobability you would never know personally. Under that 

imDress on I commenced the following details, uninterestine 

excent to you, who have requested me to transcr5be tr.em, that 

e ch of you should have a copy. 

~was not at that time," etc., etc., etc. 

l'a r·e 280-365: 

CHAPTER XI. 

Mr. Rowan received with kindness in America
Anxious state of hi mi d- r.orresnondence 
with ·rs. Rowan and Maj or Butler- Occurrence 
with the Mayor of Chester-i'arties in Fhila
delphj a-Resides w:i.th a farmer near Wilmington
Acq1.1 res the friendsh of ,John D lrinson, 
Caesar Rodney, and other d stinguished men
Purchases a Calico 1r:anufactory-cmploys Aldred 
to manar•e tne business - Removes to the banks 
of the B~Pndv--lline riv~r-His rouse burnen-
Al 1 t : . .1_;,-1- n t , o . . 
Bmd a ;..:.r: ~ t br 0 k ow fever. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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/Mr. Row n, imme ately o 

found letters an' _oar9eJ ~ f'T" m 

wife, an 1 nnc- t em e ct;ul" 

A 1 Oil • w·th her he ke t UP 
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9 ,,.rival 

fa tr ful 

for wbic 

B1 llet n~ 
oeci 1 

in Phil rlelphia, 

and affect onate 

'1e ad lonrr be 

onstant cor,,.es10~ t=-n e, an 

lot no ononrtun ty of con ultlng her on all h s rejects. Be 

sourrht relief from his sol c:ttude by m kin~• her the repository 

of hi8 thouehts. Thongh eminently ·ifted wit}:> the ower of 

ga nin · and ttach1n friends wherever he wen, and though re

ceived n America, by men of the first disti ctl0n, w·th the 

most e:ratifying kjndness a,nd cordiality, he cou a. not banJsh 

anx·et from h s bo9om. l{is want of u eful occupation, his 

sense of dependence on the generosity of the friends he ra 
left,. of the injury he had done to his famjly, some disannoint

ment, heavy expences, and occasional illness, adde to the 

1oi~nancy of •his feelings, which he could not disguise, some-

times sunk him into a tate of despondencA. nu~h he most in-

tensely felt the pain of separation from b. s wife and children, 

he was too sensibJe of the inconven·ence that woulrl. attend their 

removal to America, to insist on such a step being taken. Some

times, however, he thought it might be _hazarded, and that an 

estate mieht be purchased on moderate terns, i~ the imnrovenent 

of wh·ch their days could be happily spent. The state of his mind 

well represented by that of a well-known hero of enic son:-

11 Magno curaPum fluctuat aestu: 
Atque animum nunc hue celerem, nunc div dit illuc, 
In pa.rte que rs.oi t VRP-i~~, uerque orrm ver t. tt 

AEn. viii.. 18-2]. 
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"This way and that he turns his anxious mind; 
rrhinks and rejects the coun9Al le deigned; 
Explores bim~elf i.n v ln in every part, 
~nd gives rio rest to h:i.~ dist-racted heart. 11 

Dryden. 

After sulTe:estint:T what: rn:irrht be done as to the occu.nation 

of an es t:;ate in America, he wri. t<=ii:,, 11Were t not the terro1,s of 

the sea, I wouJd to Gou you were out here. ~he chen~es of cl mate 

from heat to cold are certa nly to us, Furooeans, very ter1,ible; 

but, upon the whole, it is a fine country, and there re Preat 

o portunit·As of settling a young brood; and although expensive, 

we could get some place in the country, and be very happ • 11 

P. n he adds, 11 If you are not dlsposed to do this, tell me in 

what town of Euro.1e I shall meet you and my dear children, and 

I will not be long in 3etting there; for here alone I w 11 not 

stay, unless I can do omet~1ne to benefit those whom I have 

h therto only jured." 

11 Ph:iladelphia, ugust 1, 1795. 

11.;r. Tone has bought an hundred acres of ground. The 
sit 1 ti rm is pleasant, and w tl-itn two O'r" three miles of 
Princetown, where there is a college and some good society. 
Tandy arrived here about a fortni ht or three weeks 
s ce; he has uot a lodging in the same honse w th me, 
and of course we mess together; but I need not tell you 
that his soc ety does not make up for what I have lost, 
never, nerhans, to regain. I h ve seen b11t one h ndsone 
woman si~ce I came here; nd she, from hropsh re, and 
something like thew fe of A.H. Rowan. 

"Auimst 6. My situation is irksome. The honse I am 
in crowded by ca_ tal'.)'1s of ships and Entl1.sh rideri=1, each 
more impertinently inquisitive thru1 the ot er. Major 
utJ er has been very obli3ine;, and is assi!=!tin.['.; me all 

in ~ his oower to get into a private famlly. I w-t l not 
stay in America. As to your com n~ out here, cli at~, 
manne'r's, the exorb t nt rate of very thing, t e dangers 
of the sea, the want of education for the children, all 
forbid it. 
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"entember 7th. Had I landed in such weather as 
we have nownad for a few d ys, I should not nerhans, 
have wrltten to you in so di niriting a style as I did 
concerning Amer ca, and your joining me here. However, 
I am not now going to mru{e ts eloge. Tbe eonle say 
that the heaths been greater (it was for two d q 

w:i.th n one degree of bl(2od- e t,) than the olde t 
persons had remembered..... Tone seem!=! de term· ned to re urn: 
and Reynolds wishes it s -nce.,,ely, but 1 e himself 
with the nolltics of America, and s as busy, as sincere, 
and as zealous s he was in Kilmainham. ·e has also 
some nr~ct ce, wh ch relieves h s mind. The govArnor of 
th· s State has been very nolite; I have been twice out 
at his country-house; and he took me yeste-rday evenj 
down the river to shoot reed-bi-rds. / You have heard 
me spe k of the rice-bird of Carolina; this is e u lly 
deli~ions. There is a museum here, which, as it is in 
the StatP ouse, I took to be ~ational, anr t ~ ve 
me rriost horrid idea of the country, not from the few 

-::- In <:!Ubsequen t letter he s s, "The climate here 
narta.kes, 1n the twenty-four hours, of all the dep:rees 
of heat and cold between the equator and the pole." 

/ Emberiza Or:vzivora.-Wilson. "Though small in size, 
he is not so n ~onsequence; h s coming is hailed by the 
sportsman with nleasure; while the careful planter looks 
upon him as a devouri rr scourge, and worse than a plague 
of locusts. Three good qualities, however, entitle him 
to our notice, a.rticularly as these three are a.rely 
found n the rune individual: his nlumage is be ut·ful., 
his song h ghl~r -rru.sical, and h s flesh excellent. These 
b r~s are supposed by some of our enicures to equal the 
ortolans of Europe. As soon as the seeds of the reed are 
rj e , t~ey resort to the shores of the Delaware and 
Scnuylkill," where they are slaughtered in multitudes. 
It appears from Wi] on, that the rice-bird and reed-bird 
are the same, in d:ifferent stages of t:he1. age and luma"'e. 
-Ed. 
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cur1ousities, but from their dirty, carless arrange
ment. I have since found that it belongs to an 
individual, to whom the State gives the use of the 
room, and he receives a quarter dollar from each visitor. 
'Ihe library is handsome enough. General Washington now lives 
at times in the town. There were in his hall the busts of 
the King and Queen of France; but upon Genet, .. the French 
minister, complaining of the offensive sight,w whenever he 
went to wait on the President, they were removed. A bust 
of Paul Jones alone adorns the stair-case. 'There is a 
petitton set on foot, and distributed through all the states 
for signature, stating the j_nfringement of the constitution 
in the late treaty with Britain, and appealing to the Congress 
to talce cognisance of it in the name of the people." 

"September 21st. I have met with more than civilities; 
I have met with adegree of friendship here which I could 
not have conceived. The governor, General Mifflin, has been 
particularly attentive; he says I am melancholy, and that 
he will drive it out of me; that I am formal, and he will 
not be treated with formality. Major Butler and his family 
I have mentioned before; as also Heyward's most kind offer 
of his services, purse, and all. The weather has changed 
considerably; the thermometer fell thirty degrees in twenty
four hours. We now sit by the fire. Reynolds gets a 
little business, and is a great politician; he will be a 
citizen of America shortly, as he arrived here before the 
enactment of a late law which prolongs the time of probation 
to five years. No wonder that the cap of liberty offended 
our folk, for a print ot General Washington could not be 
sold here, because tiiat cap was over it; it had therefore 
to be erased, and a sun was placed in its stead. 

Wirs. Rowan To Her Husband. 

"September 19th, 1795 

"'Ihe joy I felt at hearing my dearest friend had 
arrived safely at the place of his destination was beyond 
any thing of the kind I had ever experienced, 

This anecdote of Citizen Genet, envoy from the French 
republic is highly characteristic; being as TUCKER, in 
his Life of Jefferson, informs us, "an enthusiast in the 
new-born spirit of ci v:l.l liberty, he was well qualified 
to cherish and increase the popular feeling in favour 
of France." But his conduct and his language became 
so offensive and insulting, and betrayed such contempt 
of the forms of diplomatic intercourse, that the 
American government were obliged to request his recall.--Ed. 
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for it at once re ~eved Me from a load of anxiety 
wh ch T wa scarcely ble to bear. Bqual to my pin 
was my plAa~lre w~ep the glad tidin~s did at last 
arrive, so that in reality I was repaid for my 
sufferings. Heaven grant it may be the same· all 
cases· for to th1nk that yo1r being so far removed 
from me should be the source of plea nre., brino-s w-· th t 
many U'tlpleasant reflections; but then I drive them away 
b~r recollectinr tbat if we both live a little longer, 
we shall meet. While that hope s before me, I can 
strugr;le with any m sfortune; but were that taken w y, 
all my fortitude would be at an end; so you see your 
poo friend, 1 ke n:any others, ceases to be a heroine 
when the truth s known; for when the he rt is entirely 
engaged by one dear object., every t•ling that does not 
relate to it is by comnarison trivi 1, and may be bore ••• 
We seldom act wron without findin an e cuse for t., 
sufficient., perhaps, to satisfy ourselves., but seldom 
any body else; thus ·tis with yo, my best beloved, for 
surely if you reflect for one moment., you wi see th t 
the triv1al things you mention, if they had not been 
provoke by your own co duct, were not a re son for your 
acting as you did. The truth is, all your faults 
ori nated from your connecting yourself with wicked and 
artful men, who cared not for you ,,_or ny body else; 
and c'l d I not think you had been misled in this way, I 
should most certainly have a very different op:nion of 
you from that which it is mys ncere wish e"er to reta n; 
and now, for mercy's sake, give up all ideas of reform
ing the state in any way, ho-v ev r peace b e t m v b ; 
because it s really better for u to st / s we re, 
than rn.n t'l--i.e r 0 1 of be e; wor~e, Vi ch would most 

k 1y b the ca~e. It i~ a bus1ness w·th which yo 
must nev r mAd e, e.nd of w c I ~ ,, a h ve suonos 
you h cl been already sick. It s w· tr the highest 
satisfaction I learn that your residence in ~rancA Pas 
so altered your opinions on po11tical subjects. No 
person, indeed, who knew you well, could doubt that 
when you were removed from t ose whos inte1·est t was 
to deceiv "' u, both your :bead and heart wo1 ld lead you 
to see things, as you now do, 1n their true colours It 
would have been. well, most certainly, had this happy 
clange been brought about at a less price than it has 
cost you; but alJ we can do now 1s to make the best of 
it. You say there a.re lengths you never Vient; I should 
be glaci, were it posciihJe, to know what th s means, 
bee 1se it 1s understood you went every lenath. The 
ar·ch-deceiver, T-, has qnit the country, and it is 
to be feared he may go where you are. I think it my 
duty to say that, jf this should be the caRe, you 
ought to avoid all connect~on with him; and tis as 
well to say at once what is the fact - hi~ friend 
cannot be mine; bis wicked princiriles and artful rranners 
have destroyea u 0 • There let a subject wl:icb I detest 
end ...•... • 
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11 I rejo C'F- triat 'JOU have rece ved the picture, 
and lonf to ow if you think it like. You mistalce 
as to any of the b air be :tng your father I s; for ·well 

s I know your affection for hjm, still I should not 
triirl of outt,nr bis and rr~ne to~etr r. A few days 
after we parted, several bair , whiter than age aln·ost 
ever makes them appeared on 1y forehead; this, no doubt, 
w s occa.s"oned b~r orrow,-~- for it soon censed; my m i 
tllad tbAm out, nd tl~re was enouph to have made a 

small plat ••......• I red most art of your long letter 
to my little friends, W. and J. He went in silence; but 
she, who j s all feeling, threw 1 erself on my neck: and 
sobbed out, 1Rather does not forget us. 1 ••••••• w. 
(afterwar•ds Captain B:am:ilton) st:i.11 conti ues h na.soMe; 
his height is f1ve feet three inches, and e :is strong 
in proportion. ~e is tr1ly a good child, and very 
easily guided b~ me; at least he shows nruch good sense, 
and a strength of mind I very n-uch l:ike. .s for Jane, 
her mind and heart ara both of the first order.it ••••••• 

"October 27th. I trnst in heaven we sbaJJ yet be 
hapny with each other. As to the confiscation of ou 
roperty, it cannot talce place before next month, st the 

very soonest, and on that subject my hones are ver 
good; an I do declare that at th s moment the greatest 
uneas:i.ness and dread I feel are, lest you should come to 
Europe, or endanger yourself in some other way; so if 
you stay quietly where you are, e.nd do not meddle with 
politics, which I an sure you will not, all w lJ be well, 
and thP- moment a y thjng ~ dP. e M 0 ned on you shalJ know 
it. In my idea, you woulo be!' pp1er with Priestley 
than where you are; Reynolds and ~one are not exactly 
the peonle you ought to make your constant comn n ons; 
thOl:gh there is no reason for absolutely shunning even 
rr1one; however, you ou~ht: to be aware of him, nd I hone 
he wilJ not ar, in faJl in your way •••••••• Your letter 
to Nelson (by accident, I assure you, supposin the 
packet w B 1 J for me, ) I opened; I am glad, no 'IP.Ver 
that I did; for had he got it, the contents would, most 
sureJy, bave been n the N. s. (Northern Star) which 
would bave b en very impro er. I shal)-·therefore keep 
it, unles~ you absolutely insist on its being sent. 
The rest shall go as directed•••••• This the third long 
letter I have written, and you shall hear from me every 
opnortuni ty, which is tbe less favour, as wr:t tj ng j s now 
as easy to me as to yourself, and a great deal of my time 
is employed in it, for the agency is in my hands, and I am 
quite a woman of business. 

-;:- The sufferings sustained by Marie Anto:i.,-,ette, Queen 
of France, caused the hair on her forehead to become white 
as snow. She was only in the thi1"ty-eighth year of her 
age when led to the guillotine. 
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But as writinv to you never was a trouble, but at all 
times a nleasure, T me~tion thiR only to show that I 
have exerted myself tn every way that I could be u eful; 
and those very exertions have oreserved my health and 
s nir:i ts. 

"28th. Since yes terda'"'r T have read over your letters 
several ti es, and reflected on the. The irr1tation and 
uneasiness vou feel and express, strongly brings to mv 
mind the state you were in for some time before you left 
this country. The cause is the same- the peoole yop 
as ociate w·t~; whereas, whiJe in r nee, the comoany 
you kept, I have some reason to think, were people of 
understanding, such a Bingham and Mrs. Wollsto ecraft, 
and the consequence was, you saw your errors, and were 
anxious to do any thinf tbat mi3ht alleviate the 
suffer:tne;s of your farn:i ly and restore them to youJ You 
were melancholy, but not ma.d; and conscious you were 
acting, as .far as in you lay, rightly, you loolred forw rd 
to hapn r days with confidence. You do not use your own 
understandin suff5ciently, f.roM. some error jn our edu
cat ~on o temner, but catcb your on nions and ide c:, from 
those immedia el.,.,. about you. I am doubtful whether 
nature ever did ptend you for a publjc character; be that 
as it may, circumstances have made it highly imoroper 
for you to attemut being one now. Look not therefore 
for giddy applause from an unthinking multjtude, which, 
in your situation, must be tbe cause of many unplea ant 
events; respect your private char cter; look only to that, 
and: flatter myself you will again be a happy as can be 
expected in th s world •••••• I have thus expressed my 
sentiM.ents pretty freely; but remember you called for 
tbem, and said that my not being expl ct 1.~ the c use 
that _ro1.1 have so often acted contrary to my oni on. It 
would, therefore, not be right to avoid riv:i.ng them, 
al though it must~ alw ys be distressing to me to eive you 
the smallest pa.in in any respect." 

From Mr. To Mrs. Rowan. 

"Wilmington, Delaware, ,Tariuary lLlth, 17~. 

"I do not promise to remain here; indeed T cannot, 
dis~A tea as I am with the rough manners of the eople; 
the great expense of urocuring those mental gratif cations 
which are so superi r to eatin and drinkine;; the uni
versal rage of money-getting; and the decided separation 
of parties. But what can I do? I must be mR indeed, 
if I entertained any hope of returning to Ireland •••••• 

11 T do not dread tbe scolding vou promise me in yours 
of the 2Rth, not yet come to hand. It is some time since, 
in one of my letters, I tol you it was the :rranner :in 
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whj cb I showed my ttacrrient, and recor1J1rended the 
same mode to you; so your nxiety that t shou. d b 
annou~ced to ~e was, as you see, unnecessary. Vou 
have asked me, do I want any ting? and I have 
answered very ungallantly, althou h poet caDy, 'Man 
wants but ljttle here bel w. 1 TJo, my dear, send me 
nothing, unless you order me to o to the wood nd 
prepare a settlement: ·n that case, t P. e js not a 
sil"'gle thing of whatever size, sort, or value, that I 
would not &.dvise to be brought out here." 

/In renly to N:rs. Rowan's letter of the 28th Octobf'!r, 

rlr. Rowan assigns varlous reasons, which it is unnecessary to 

detail, for that irr:itat1on nd restJessness wh:tch inc11 red her 

an !'1 avers ons. "As to my sentiments," says he, "the have been 

always nearly the same, as far a can remember. The fact 

is, that from e u tion and r1nciple, I was led to 

attempt to supnort a reform of arljament, and equal liberty 

to all religious sects. Associati.on may have, nd certainbr 

did led me more into active life than I wi~h ed was ft for, 

or will ever, in any case on this side of eternity, fall into 

an:ain._:7 

"Wilm ngton, February 20th, 1796. 

11 It is true I have not been, nor ever can be, happy in 
Amer:ica. But I see astonisbin advantages to be derived 
from being here, of which I wish: coul ~ profit for the 
good of my family. Mr. :Ullar, the son of Professor 
Millar of Glasrow, who was introduced to me in Scotland 
by Muir, as a man of principle, is concerned with a 
Scottish company who have made a large ourcbase of lands 
here, and would be glad to i~duce some per ons who were 
kno,1,n, to be among the flrst settlers. ~Kr. Russ el also 
has lands in another part of America; but with ~either 
have I made ar,y agrP.ement.~1• ow let me assure you., that 

-:i- Major Butler made him genero 1 offer of 2,000 acres 
of unsettled land, on such terms as few, if any, who wished 
for a nermanent residence in Americe., would not cce t 
with av d. ty.- Ed. 
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I am acting qu te by my elf, and contrary to dvice; 
for one want Me to remain n Ph1ladelnh· , and other, 
to buy :mall f' TTI n a settled country. But I wil 
do neither· wjlJ rr to the wood"; but I 111 not 
1, '!'"! , nor slaves. Good odl if you heard 
some of the eorgians, or the Kentucky neonle, talk 
of killin the natives! Cortes, an all that fnllowed 
bim, were not more nr;u:tnarv ;!1 the South, th n they 
would be in North Amerjc ••.•• I am just returned f om 
W lmir, ton, where I v, s at two public dinners- th t j s, 
large parties of mixed comnanv t nrivate honse; and 
a~t n·ght at a little ball, where I was under the 

neces~ity of tw e refusin the r.ands of two young ladies, 
who, by their uncle and f ther, bad asked Me to d nee. 
After that, have I a r:ight to c.omnlain of my sj ation 
in th s country? or, rather, oug t not you to be a 
little jealous of your husband?" 

"Wilmington, Apr:il 16th, 1796. 

11 •••••••••• The name of Wash in ton must ever be dear 
to honest and virtuous m nds; al th u3h T of opinion 
t t; he was n his enith when hews first elected 
President on the establ:lshment of the con titution; and 
that the first retrograde motion was his re-accept nee 
of the Presidency ter his f rst four years were over. 
T have been introduced by the wife of a Dr. Loean (to 
wh:ich couple I owe much kind regard) to her k nsm n, 
"r• Di kinson, famous s the author of "The Farmer's 

Letters, iH:- and have been gre tly pleased. He " bre 
to the bar; s :I.nee he ha rown in to year~, he as ado ted 
uaker manners, but elegant withal. He is greatly op

posed to the late Rrjtish tr aty; but he ays be wishes 
it may be carried into effect now it has been r tified. 

"I tremble when you talk of th1 q country l said, 
and I repeat it, it is a heaven for the poor end in
dustrjous; but a bell, comp ~ed to ny part of Europe, 
for any other rank of society. Te climate, the manners, 
the state of society, the pride of wealth and ignorance, 
the great want of those convenlences which in Europe we 
find so easily administered to by the great population, 
which you are here either deprived of, or procure badly 

-::- 11 The taxes imoosed ( on the Amer:i cans) in 1767, called 
forth the pen of John ickinson, who, in a series of 
letters slgned 'A Pensylvania Farmer, 1 may be said to 
have sown the seeds of the revolution. Beinf universaJJy 
read by the colonists, they universa.lJy enlightened them 
on the dangernus conseq ences 1 ely to result from their 
being taxed by the p rJ iament of Great Eritain. 11 -Ramsay 1 s 
Historv of the American Revolttion.-Ed. 
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w·i th e;reat ev.nense, are all a(" :inst idlers omin--; here. 
Yet I wish you out of Ireland; I dread the P1 ment when 
i nor nee and de nair, without n Tone to appease or 
lrnep dovm the storm, may burst from tri.Pir shackles. But 
we will hope the best. It was with this view I mentioned 

ome neutral power's dominion, where we might meet. 
Were, unless we incurred gre t expense, we sh~ ln ot 
only bed rer:arded, but entlrelv de.rived of all those 
comforts we m rht enjoy elsewhere. Major Butler gives 
his butler seventy gu neas a-year; he pays t.300 for a 
house rather better than yours, without stablino- •••••• 
Every thing to which the hand of man is nut, immedi tely 
acquires an exorbitant rice; nor can it be otherwise, 
hen a 1 bou.rer O'ets a dollar er d y, and is fed into 

the bargain. 

"The son of the Mar0uis La Fayette is here. There 
was an intention of makinr a nr nosal in Coneress to 
make a provision for him at the expense of the public. 
Th1.s was u.t to to by Wash:i.ngton, lest it should 
r; ve umbrage to the British. This may be false as to 
the motive, but I believe it; and believine 5t, could 
I have presented myself at his levee, the only place 
he receives comp ny? 

"The inf] ux f French has been of no serv·· ce to 
American female morals; and you know the French from the 
islands are always the most d ssinated. I came down to 
this country honing to get a lodging in a house, where 
I was f0rtunate enou h to be disap ojnted; for there has 
been a deatl:i, a bjrth, nd then a marr:i ce, besides a 
runaway match, within these four months, r the same 
house. Jc n tell y0 nothin of the American lad1es, 
as I have seen but few. 

"Wilm nr:ton, Anril 20th, 1'796. Circumstances wh1 ch 
I could not foresee have rendered Ph ledelph a e uliarJy 
irkRome to me •••• I find some malignant or ill-ipformed 
traveller h s jd to G. ·• that I ao-itate ool tics here, 
wh:i ch I know Jl'lt st not only make you think meanly of my 
sense, but a]so lightly of my love. I assure you, 
however, that, excent on general topics, I carcely 
onen my li s. I had not been a fortni~ht in Philadelnh a 
when two persons met me in a bookseller's shoo; the 
one lamented the j nfamous crt, P.l treatment I met wj th in 
France, wh·le the other congratulated me unon the cordial 
reception I had exnerienced there; and each of these 
gentlemen had his separate story from new o bad re
ceived tat my own mouthl 

When T came dovm here last winter, J brought a gun, 
and exDected to have some amusement from shooting; 
but one flask of oowder is yet ne r]y full. I have RO 
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boueht a boat, w ich Thone will ~ot be so much money 
thrown away; yet I must allow th t T begin to sicken at 
r:av:i ng four miles to walk to it in the morning, nd the 
same distance in the evenin. It i not 1 ke my ex-
curs o:ns on the Seine, wrere I could row the whole day, 
and be within a short walk of my bed at nieht. There are 
numbers of French at Wilmington, but they l i re entirely 
among one another, and ~enerally isl ke the Americans, 
wbo i:n every article, except money- etting, are non
chalantes to excess. The Amer can youth re the most 
1 lJ -behaved T have e,rer met with, not to '3ay ill
natured, n" they do not imorove much when they come to 
be men. The .freedom wh:icl:1 they as"'ume, without the 
least :intention of be n of er ~ce to tbo~e into w ◊s 
s1t at on th~ ar. 8k ng inquirie9s or into whose 
cr,mpe.ny they ntrude the sel,res, is most impert:tnent and 
'inqn nor '-' 1le. 1 

1 1 r _!t~ _1796. Fro:rn hi lPdelp .~ , which I le'lVP. 
'Art inly to-morrow ......... ·nea e9terday at "ajor 
Butler I s vi th the famo1ts traveller Volney, .. · and like 
1 i m m1 ch: and should have wa ted for another oarty, of 
wh ch he and the ""e De Liancourt were to be, had ... 
not been taken out of town by another lnv ation witb 
which I couln. not dispense. I 1 -'i rrood he 1th; but 
I h ve not spirits: I feel an exertlon to b necessary 
for every thin I do; ~n,1 the only resonrce left me, is 
to pour my m nd forth to you. Bere ran I am at fault, 
for I reco l.ect what evil my imprudence has brought upon 
you. Even the assurance of your lore doe not revive me. 
Jt almost darkens the lie;ht which your hanoiness would 
spread. For loviPf, me you must and will be persecutedl 
I am going on 11 the o d tune; so end w th a uring you., 
that I must myself b€ devoid of ever feeltnr of man, f 
my affection for you ever ceased, or can cease, ir word 
or in deed." 

"V ilmillB!~~ nelaw~e ,, Sente:rnbe£_ 30th, 1796. I 
continue faithful to my boat; but in tnis land of liberty 
nothing is understood of yours or mine in that way; so 
that my boat !.s nearly 1 ocked to nieces by those w o 
w nt lt to bring hay fron their marsh, or o~ions from the 
Jerseys to market, or take sheep to then ~tlre; n y, 

1~·Dr. Prj estley 1net with Volney in Philadelnhia, and 
describes him as 11 the most self-consequential of men, but 
resnected by the unbel:ievers. 11 The Doctor r vinr: got 
a copy of the ttRuins, 11 made some anjmadversio son it, 
with wh:i ch Volney was by no means pleased. 11He replied 
in an anvry pam let, by w1.ich he did himself and his 
cause no sort of credit." 11 ..r:i.s behaviour on the occasj_on 
has been that of a nettish child, and not of a man. 11 -

nutt1s Ljfe and Cor~espondence_of Pr.iestley. 
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while I was wa hin her out, and·ureparino for a fish ng 
party, a man carr:Led off my oars nd a· 11 Tliere may 
be liberty here, and certainly the lowest class, when 
industrim s, ( for there are poor here as well as wJ th 
you, but not miserably so) ~ave a fine~ e1~ to work 
upon for the ,,. dvancement in 1:1.fe. ~ r. "Rel 1., one 
of the ,,,ichest merchant;s in Phlladelphia, to whom the 
ship that I saiJed l belonged in part, told me he ceme 
i"lto this cou t y with only half a gu nea; he hired 
himself, or rather indented hlmself for two years to a 
master, who occuoied him in sawln,:; wood, but wa e;enerous 
enoueh to give him up his indentures unon finding a 
c1Arlc 1 s 1 ce. In this situation his mster permitted him 
to dr ve a small traffic in groceries, &c. and this set 
him forward i the world; but he has excellent sound 
plain sense, that sort of native wisdom, which· q sel om 
so stron0 n any a i persons who ave little or no 
education •••••••.. At this moment all the world i 
agit ted by the electjon of a President, ·n the room of 
Washinton. My they choose as honest a manl But 110 

man can ever command so unanimous a suffrage. Mr. Adams, 
the nresent vice-president, and '.Ir. ,Jefferson, are 1 kely 
to be the two cand dates; and is t not little remn_r{
ah1P-, that al) the ea tern, that were the great repnbl·c n 
s-ates, are n favour of Adams, who not only wrote and 
voted for mnnarchical r:over:nrnent, but s:1nce the e9ta li.sh
Ment of the nresent constitution, which forb ds all 
hereditar honours, brought into the house a motion to 
es ta.bl sh them; while the southern st te.s sunoort Jeffer
son-- themsel re and he sl ve-holders, but ,,,eat rep1blicans
and at the revolnt·i on rr111ch less in earnest th n the eastern 
states? It is t ouP-ht the votes will be pretty nearly 
eq11 1. rrhe ures dent as, in the ct of his re n tion, 
given some offence, by a dissertat i on on parties, and 
as in that inst ument he has defended his whole admin s
tration, he ha lert his on onents somethin~ to chew •••.•• 
The revolution in this country baR done amazi"l!?.: good; 
but I see the same attachment to the present constitution, 
and reverence for it, with abuse of jt opponents, or 
rather of the reformists, as exists in our ovm country 
in favour of the British constitution. Indeed T think 
i t too young to brag so much of; and as vou p i cl your 
~uineas for Randolph I s defence, yo w 11 not th· nk very 
hjghly, I believe, of the men who have been leaders; 
except Washington, whose integrity and honour are 11 -

mneache • 

11 I return to my boat . I was extremel,r astonished at 
bein· broken in unon by a erson who still further ex
cited my admirat·on by a kina leave to take the boat. 
The answer was, 'Yes, w th plea nre. 1 1":l.ut, 1 renl ed 
he, 'she is full of dirt; how shall I get her cleaned?' 
By G-, he w n ted me to p:o down and wash her out for. 
h"mlll 
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11 The winter seem~ to be sAttinf i-n; the weather raw, 
cold, gusty, and even frosty. What various accident 
h ~,e befall P-n the articles you so kin ly sent out for 
my amusementl An awkward fiddling Yankee has bro1-rnn 
~y walk1ng watch; another has .~t down U)On the poor 
camer a nd crusbe it f"1J.ts out. <:\hould you ner 1st 
in com1na here, I again say, bring every thin8 at any 
expense. -r.·very thing is free of du y, when brought 
for the r ovm use by persons coming to settle. n 

"Wilmin ~~nctober 5t~ 1796. Dollars are the grand 
object with the natives here;:•· They have to get them, 
and when acquired, they are as proud as ontmorency. 
Butler's fam51y are calurr.n· ted, because they ~o not 
associate indiscriMin tely. T do not say, however, 
th t there re no agreeable nersons to be found; but 
they are so rare, and it js so nearly imoossible to keep 
off the others, th t I still think the woods the most 
eligible situ tion. F11t the woods with a you.n:r family 
will not be fair towards them. ~y reason for mention·ng 
Switzerland was partly on their account; we should b 
ble to amuse ourselves, or retlre. But w:J.11 ever,r thing 

remain qu et i!" c:;witzerland? I am persu ded that in some 
of the C nton thPJ are only wai tine- to see the est blish
ment of the French republic, to reform their overnmente 

.;; .. 
In anothe etter he as rn, "What would you n:ropose 

to yourself n this country, were, if I bad a ch.ld 
n ristened, whom T w~shed to be cares~ed, I woul call 

ri·m DOLLAR! 11 Mr. Rowan was precis~l ,r such a character 
as would be most senslbly str1c~ by the prevalence of the 
uro~ensity which he conderrms, and which is by no means 
confined to the country in whi h he fou d t so laro-ely 
eveloped. An American author, n a recent work entitled 

"The Old World and the New," observes not less truly than 
patriotically- rrf we are a people eager for ain, th011e,h 
I have no doubt trat this national trait is exaggerated, 
vet it can-not be denied that we are equally willing to 
scatter abroad tl1e fruits of our industry. "e ness 
certainly is not one of our national vices. Tf we talk 
much about dollars, though really 1 cannot, in this 
respect, see much difference between us and oth~r Pati0n, 
except i'>'l the value of the catch-word coin, "un sous" in 
France, 11un :e_aolo II i-n rt ly, 11 a shillinP.'' in England, being 
about as consnicuous in conversation 29 11 9. dollar" with us; 
yet f this 1mlucky word does roll with s'i.i'c'h provoking 
f c:tlity from our lins, where, T should lile to know., does 
the thing tself roll so freely from the and as in 
America? Pity it is-for I care more for imnrovement at 
home, than remit ti on a.bro d-tha.t something more of this 
boundl~ pr)fusion of expense coul~ not be directed from 
its pre ent c,urse to the encouragement of the art ."-Ed. 
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1'1:y dread that our separation would last for ever 
becomes daily stronger: the last declaration of the 
French Directory confirms me in it. How am I to join 
you and still more arduous is the question, how can 
you join me? In the present state of affairs, both are im
possible. The French are disgusted at the American govern
ment; and if their arms continue successful, and the 
American policy should not alter, we may see this 
continent a theatre of war between the French and 
English. Both parties have strong advocates here. I 
think Mr. Adams will be the president; and he is supposed 
to lean to Britain, as do almost all the members of the 
government. In the late elections, what is called the 
republican party have been defeated by the federalists •••• 
A more severe charge than being concerned in the repub
lication of the proceedings of .• T. might have been 
made against me, upon most plausible grounds, viz. the 
encouragement of desertion in the British navy, by 
giving a certificate and recommendation to thirty or 
forty persons who said they had deserted from the fleet 
on this station. Luckily a gentleman in Maryland stopped 
the bearers and took the paper from them, knowing it not 
to be my handwriting. Having obliged them to confess 
that a school-master in this town had forged it for them, 
he sent it to me. This would have been a charming story 
for my friends in your island •••• Poor Priestley has lost 
his wife. The papers say that he is invited to Leyden; 
and from our conversations, I think that he would accept 
of the situation, unless pecuniary matter,s oblige him 
to remain on this side of the Atlantic. w ... -

"November 1. Butler is as much disgusted with this 
country as every man must be who has lived in Europe; 
and according to h is account of his expenses, I think he 

* Dr. Priestley writes to the Rev. T. Lindsey, that 
the funeral of his wife took place on Sept. 19, 1796. 
He says to Belsham, "I know nothing of the invitation to 
Leyden, or of the Duchess of York ' s Uri itarianism.n The 
name of Dr. Priestley occurs repeatedly in the corres
pondence of Mr. and Mrs. Rowan; both of whom felt an 
interest in his welfare, which, it may well be presumed, 
was fully reciprocated by the persecuted philosopher. 
When the latter was about to embark for America, he 
received an address from the United Irishmen, containing 
the following passage: - 1 Farewell: but before you go, 
we beseech a portion of your parting prayer to the 
Author of good for A.H. Rowan, the pupil of Jebb, now 
suffering imprisonment." - Rutt' s Life and Correspondence 
of Priestley. 
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could live for one-half more comfortably, and in as 
good, if not in a better style, than he does here. It 
is not the soil or climate of Ireland that I regret, but 
the society. The aristocracy of wealth here is in
supportable, for it is mixed with the grossest ignorance. 
In this indeed I should be better off then you; for the 
men in general are more supportable than the women, 
although the latter do all in their power to make them
selves agreeable •••• ,Have I said that I feel embarrassed 
when writing to you? It is because the life I lead 
presents me with few diversities, and I dwell too much, 
perha~s, upon the probable events of times like these, 
so black, so melancholy! It is not the seizing of a few 
printers that will prevent the effects of the invention 
of printing, to which I trace the present posture of 
af'fairs in Europe. Knowledge has been much disseminated; 
and there will be many theories and theorists destroyed 
before we arrive at that state of government with which 
a people ought to be contented, and which they ought to 
support as being of equal benefit to all ranks of society. 
I think this country is most free from speedy convulsion; 
but here the law department is as much a burthen on the 
people, and the rich man is as sure to gain his cause, 
or to weary out his poor antagonist, as with you. There 
are about ten lawyers in this state, whose population 
does not exceed 50,000, and one of them the other day 
assured me he made ~1,500 per annum. But what do you 
think of his patriotism, when he gives up at least n700 
per annum in order to serve his country in Congress? 
It is true he joins the side that is uppermost, and 
which is not composed of the men who stood forward in 
the times which tried men's souls. 

11 I have mentioned to you the two houses which I 
mostly frequent in this town, Mr. Dickinson's, and Miss 
Vining's. As to their families, Mrs. D. is an invalid, 
and seldom to be seen: there are two daughters - the 
eldest, they say, has a mind to become a preacher; for 
they are Friends, as the Quakers here are called. You 
asked me for seeds; but you do not say whether of shrubs, 
flowers, or of forest trees. I have ·a promise from 
Mr. Dickinson, that he will write to Mr. Marshall, a 
kinsman of his and a great botanist, to put me in the 
way of getting some, or perhaps furnish me; and I wish 
I may get them time enough to send by a ship of Mr. 
Barclay's. And now for Miss v. - eternally gabbling 
French; she is never happy unless when talking of the 
Compte de Lucerne, the Due de Biron, and other French 
nobles who were here during the revolution. She wears 
rouge from her chin to the crown of her head, I believe, 
and is about fifty ••••••• I have removed from my cot 
below stairs to a settle-bed above, which is the wonder 
of beholders, and will make me excellent brawn, if I 
should die before the winter is over, for it is devilish 
hard lying. 
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11 :Kovernber 14th 1796. ~ oor Hayward died a week si.nce, 
and h s wa ton wi00~ ;q gone tn ~ather uo his fortunes. 
She exnects about ~30,000; bui· I u derstand her share 
w·1 not amount to ten, as the widow, by the law of 
Carol ~a, can only inherit one-third, although he be
quAathed the whole to her by his will. Did I ever 
mention row much' e and she pressed me the first autumn 
Twas in this cou try, to be of their family at Rhode 
Island, u inc; the sickly se son in Philadelphia? I 
did not then know her ch racter, which would have been 
a sufficient bar; but at that time I was too much occuoied 
in writ ng angry letters to my dearest friend, tot ink 
of any t~ing 1·ke narties of ~leasure •••••• r send 0u a 
r ther more elegant bonbon..,ier than the ivor'I' one, w ch 
you may wish t0 make a present of. Pe-rhaps our friend 
Griffith would make it acceptable to his wife; but do as 
yon lease." 

Some f ntily affairs of imnortance demanding rs. Rowan's 

)resence in EnP-land, she arrived in Chester on Saturday, December 31, 

1796, a few days after the arrival of the French fleet in Bantry 

Ba~r• There an aove-nture occurred to her, of which she gave 

Hr. Rowan the following account: -

"On Sunday morning, after breakfast, T sat down to 
wr te to your ~ather and Griffith. : had taken out many 
of my napers, in some of which the Ch ncellor 1 s name was 
mentioned • ..Tud e of rriy s1 ror e then, hen the man of 
the ou ,::, came, nd id rr. Mayor was below ar..d w; re 
to see me. Wit,out any e t t·nn, owever, 1 de~ re be 
mlght be shown up. In he cm, P nnor old nan, with 
w'-i te 'l "Ire~, ( he ~ s nluniber b~ tr de, ) who seemed much 
more ern arrassed then I; two other rren were along with 
him; one of whom, almost the only one who s oke and had 
the nanne1•s of a gentleman, after mak n some anoloey, 
sa d that they rem ested to see my p pers I repl 1 ed, 
I really r'l. ~ not llnderst n , h t he ::neant. Be said, he 
wished to exan1 ne my trunks and boxes, to see if I had 
treasonable paper•s in them; H:nd then asked if I had any 
such, or sealed papers of any sort. I answered, that 
I had no sealed papers of any sort; and that I believed 
twas the first time it had ever been tho ght I was 

car,able of ssistlncr i:r, carrying on a trer-isnnable corre -
,,ondence; nor had I been treated by the ,-.•overnment of any 
c01mtry, as if they looked upon me to be a oerson of that 
descrlpt on. It did not require much sagacity to find 
out that this was a bus·· r.ess undertaken by the corooration 
of Chester, of their own wise heads; for the spokesman 
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now declared that 'it was a business Mr. Mayor had been 
very reluctant to undertake; 1 to which the poor Mayor 
continually replied, •very reluctant indeed.' They asked 
if I knew the French fleet was at Bantry before I left 
Ireland. I said, doubtless I did. They asked, if I 
thought you were on board of it. I replied, they must be 
sensible that these were questions I need not answer; but 
that if it would give them any satisfaction, I would that 
instant take my oath before the mayor, that, to the best 
of my belief, you were in America; and I mentioned the 
date of the last letter I had at that time from you. t 
need not tell you that I have no papers that, on my own 
account, I cared all the world saw; but I had several 
notes and letters from Griffith which I did not choose 
to lay before the corporation of Chester; for though I 
knew any one of them would have made my tormentors sorry 
for the trouble they had given me, yet to have avoided a 
trifling or even a great inconvenience, I would not have had 
ris name brought in question; yet I did not wish to avoid 
having my papers look at, though it was plain I might have 
done so. I had heard General Johnson named with the utmost 
respect, as Commander-in-chief there, and judging that he was 
the first man in the town, and a gentleman, I very coolly 
said, that though I had no papers of the nature of those 
they came to look for, yet I had most certainly private 
letters which I did not like to have read; but that if 
General Johnson were sent for, he should, if he wished, 
see every paper I had. This asking to see the General 
seemed still more to increase my consequence with the 
Chester citizens. As he lived in a house belonging 
to the hotel where I was, one of them went for him, and 
returned, saying he was not at home, but that when he 
came in };le should be told I wanted to see him. Up 
they all three got to walk off, and up I stood and said, 
that as they had thought it worth their while to come 
to me at all, it was certainly worth their while to wait 
until General Johnson came; but if they would not do 
this, I insisted upon their locking up all my boxes and 
taking the keys with them. This I did, to prevent the 
possibility of its being said that I destroyed any papers. 
Down they sat, looking very foolish; and very soon after 
the General crone in, with one of his aid-de-camps and 
my friend Hinchman, who was in a most furious passion, 
and talked loud and much in my defence. The General 
is a very old venerable looking man, and the first word I 
said to him, I perceived he was, unfortunately, uncom
monly deaf. While Hinchman and he were talking, (for 
the Mayor and his men had gone off directly,) I took the 
aid-de-camp, who was luckily an intelligent, and 
apparently a good-natured youne- men, to one of the win
dows, showed him some of the J.etters that were lying on 
the table, and in a few words explained my situation, and 
my reason for not showing my papers to the Mayor. The 
aid-de-camp explained every thing to the General much 
quicker than I could have done. I showed him also some 
letters, and he expressed much concern at the trouble 
that had been given me, and having wished us a pleasant 



-19- Bulletins 
Special 

journey, withdrew. I t en sat dovm, end wrote an 
account of the whole bnsinec:if" to Gr:i.ffjth, nfl le sent 
my letter to the Chancellor. On ronday morning the 
~eneral called on me, to ask f there was any ting 
he coul do for me at Chester; for tbat he was going to 
rjde, but would. not leave town without lettinR: me know. 
Soon after t· is we set 01 t, end reached our oesti ation 
vd thou t any farther adventures. 11 

From Richard Gr.:.ffith, Esq. To Mrs. Rowan. 

11 Jan.uar~r 14, J 797. 

1h y Dear N'adam )' J . l ' 
11Finaing the reoort that .'..r. Rowan 

w sin the F ench fleet had gajned ground, I came to 
Dubl:In on viedne d y last, a.nn c 1led on the Chancellor; 
but not findin him at, home, I wrote a letter to him ex
nlaininr~ the ca11se of your journey, and inclosing your 
letter to me, dated 1st Au~ust last, which letter would 
be suff:Ic ent to convince we, if I had no other mot·ve to 
believe it, that Jr. Rov n is incapable of joining in such 
an exned'tion against his rat:Ive countr~. I wish very 
much that you would hasten y0ur return to rel nd, as 
various fool sh 81 rmises a e made, to account for you 
absence •••••••• When you write to r!r. Rowan, I request 
you w J J de 0 ire r'1. m to send you an authentic document, 
signed by some noted marristrate, of his being somewhere 
in America on Chr:I.stma -day. The ropriety of your 
produc1rs such a document, as soon as possible, w s 
sur,p-ested to Pe by a man high in power here.·:: 

11 T am.dear Iv"ad m., your sjncere fr end, 

"RICHARD GRIFF ITH. 11 

[As numerouR false re orts of r. Rowan's "sayings and 

doin "'" in America, were publjshed both by enemie and mistaken 

friends, many of which reached :his fan:d]v, Mrs. Ro nn became 

.;r 
In rerly to this request, ~r. Rowan writes- "I 1-iope to get, 

and i cl0~e it for you; but the eople here do not like swearing; 
besides, :Mr. Dickinson, the first character in this State, is of 
the Society of Friends. I wish thee was a society of r tional 
Ouakers, and I wo la join tbem. 11 
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nxious to ascertain from other Authoritv than her rusband, 

how far the r were to be credj ted, fear:it1g that, from tenderness 

to her feelin ·s, he might have concealed what it concerned her 

much to know. Accordingly she addressed letter to Major 

Butler on the subject, t the same t me reouestin his candi.d 

oninion s to the exnediency of her cross np the Atlantic. 

From h"m she received an an wer in full ccord nee with ~r. ~o· n's 

commun <'tons. He writes-"Your husband's every feeling-all 

h" bapp ness seems centred in you and your children; he th nks 

of nothin~ else; he ~cerce speaks of any thi~E but of schemes 

for be ng restored to you; it is the theme of Jl his conver

sations with ~e. He leads a recluse 1 fe, nd m xes littlP 5n 

society. 11 s to .l\m.erica, he does not encourar,e the idea of her 

go n.r- thither. nphiJ delnhia is s dear as Londol". The servant 

are the worst on earth. Land is chean, ond in the country livinrr 

is rea~onabJ e · but there is 1; ttle or no cul ti vaten °0ci ety. "/ 

Finding that the vi.olence of arty in Phil ad el r,h l'l, and w t 

appeared to me tte i.mnr11aent interference of some of my country

rien in tbeir politics, which it was almost imoos"ible to av "d, 

I rejoj-ced in my determ:ination of qu:ltt ri that grP-at and flour-i~h

in~ town, qnd went to board nd lodge for the w1nter at the house 

of a farmer of the name of Armor, a nl n hone t ~an of the 

fAdera.l partv, who lived on ri s ovm P-"' tate, about four miles from 

Wilmin~ton. I expected that, during the frost, the walk back 

and forward would be pleasa.'Y'lt; but my disaonointment was e:reat, 

when I found th t the early sun rendered the roads worse t n 

in the most ra T!y weatrer; and on returning home in the evening, 

until the moon rose it was totallr dark, for in those latitudes 
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/That he did not loner continue to relish his new style 

of ljving apnears from the following extract from his letters:-

11Have I told you that I have at lest found that I cannot w:i.th 

leasure live for a constancy as e.n American farmer'? I thought 

I should never f nd one less troublesome in eating than myself; 

but I do acknowledge that the style in wh:t h I havens ed this 

winter, does not make me wish for another. Summer will do well 

enou5h. In the four or five months which I hove pas ed with my 

farmer, I have not seen butcher's ~eat a nozen of times; and 

as I have told you tbat vegetables qre bere sc rce and de r, 

you will e 9·1y believe we h d none, excent not toes ann ~ndi n 

corn. T o not like the latter; but it s A.n i:imazin c 1J.ture. 

t~ rorres i hn1t fire m0n ~ from ~nwin~ to re inr, and it 

yields from thirty to fifty fold.~7 

I now had the honour of being received at the house of 

most val able and sendble man, ,Tohn D" c:V-inson, who was one of 

thA first revol·tion· ts of that co1ntry, nd fiJled the highest 

rn"nOUr!=I of the state during the revolution, but had at tbi..!=I t ·Tile 

retired from the bustle of Dol1t cs with a most amiable fa~ily. 

One of his daughters afterwards niarr:i ed Dr. T,oo-an, who w s r-1 

leading man among the republicans. I also contracted friend hip 

with many other gentlem n n this town, of different p rties., of 

whom it mRv suffice to ri me Caesar Rodney, as e ood in r-riv te a~ 

he was virtuous inn blic life; during the time I resided in 

Wilmington, he was a practising lawyer; bl,t h:l s prindples na 
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tPlents procured ~iw the place of attorney-3eneral under 

:Mr. Jefferson ts pres1dency: Mr. Bayard, a man of elegant manners, 

a federalist i.n Congress, and a. senator elected by the same 

state; and Dr. rrjlton, a. nhyi:dc1an of good repute iri his nro

fess:i.on, a.ncl an old decided revolut~ onist; from all of whom I 

received the most polite and friendly attentions. 

It happened that two brothers of the name of Jordan, who 

had been in the calico printin<s line 1n Jvanchester., had emie;rated 

to America, and established a factory on a small river about 

half a mile from the town; but either from indolence or extravagance, 

they became bankrupts. They had expended. a large sum on this 

establishment. It contained five printi..nc tables, w~ th all the 

apoendages of calenaer, forge, indigo-mills, chipping-machine, 

turning-lathe, and a prjntinr-machine, driven by the river 

Brandywine, which furnished a piece of one colour i:n about seven 

minutes. Fy Quaker friends in Wilm:tngton, of the name of Pool, 

sa:td, °Friend Archibald, thou sayest that thou shouldest wish to 

settle among us, and have something to do: why shouldest thou not 

purchase these works? 11 My reply was, I did not choose, in such 

times, to risk the tak5.:nt from my family so much money as the 

purchase must come to. rrhe most zee .. lous of my Quaker friends, 

however, urged the purchase so earnestly, that I gave way; and 

those amongst them who were of the bankins company, promised me 

their assistance in furnishtng the funds to carry it on., untiJ 

the worl-rs wAre able to support themselves. As a first step, I 

agreed with a dyer in the town (of the name of Aldred), an 

Englishman, from Manchester, who u:ndertoolc the menagement of 

the shop and men, and would make un the e.ccounts every three 
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months. In PSS than a year it was calculated it would be 

rrodu.ctive. 

/Pe announces his embarkihg in this busi nees to i~rs. Rowan 

in the following terms:-- 11Wjlmington, March, 1797. You wil 

find by the nauerR which accompany this, that I am no longer a 

ent em n, but a pr nter and dyer of calicoes, and yet I do 

not think I disgrace my family, unless industry be a disgrace. 

Indeed I shre~dly suspect that it is not the virtue which the 

proprj etors 'of the world wish to make the noor believe it to be, 

in order that they 1'1'.lay enjoy what they have in neace. 0 •••••• 

"Decembe:r> 19th, 1797. How interest sways menl Some time since, 

when I was cornmencin~ th s business, T dvised with many of my 

acquaintances, amonr, whom were variouR oninions. One, however, 

was decidedly against it. 1 Tt nevAr could answer. 1 1 There was 

no encourarement,.' Some time after, T found that this er on 

rented a c li.co printing ground to another adventu1 .. er. This 

erson rlJined himself and lost re-outation by bad colours, a 

thing, b~r-tbe-bye_, impo·ssible to hap )en to us. If we dye, we 

shalJ o off without the jest of flying colours beino- a nlied to 

our work. And last nost brou~ht me a letter from this frjend, 

maki ·wean offer of the nlace, with an assurance from what he 

he rd of the ~oodness of the work, that the manufactory, if 

settled there, would undoubtedly 'become of considerable 

iwoort nee.' But I would not qu t my sentry-box on the Prandy

wine, for ny thine- less than, at lenst, one oft e new Ital"an 

republics; and the fact is, that tis spot is ten times to be 

nreferred to his in every trjna excent vici~ity to Phi] delphia; 
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and we pay but 00 -year instead of ~140. The disnropor

tion between rents in this country and purchase money is 

amazin8•" ear's exnerience convinced h m that he b d 

engaged in an unnrofitable bus5:ness. ~e writes, 11 Since I was 

a ~anufacturer I have received about 1~50, 0ut of wpicb I 

have prid on account of the works about -900; so I had 'Ti 1ch 

better have remained a P-entlAman, uartjcularly as tbere is owing 

to the bank thew ole ~700 borrowed from ·t, nd sever 1 small 

accounts for dru.i: s •!.:] 

There was upon the grou'11.dR a ut, about ten feet souare, 

w:ich bad b en bu·Jt by the oriP'inal proprietors, for the cutters 

to work in. 'his I removed to a rom n ic snot on the banks of 

the Brandywine, and I built around 1t a p 8Z a tow rds the ·i re:r, 

nd t tl er I remo 7 e.d ,.,.,, Relf' nd my dog ChaY>l es; while I gave 

the d • P, nP--hou.se to Aldred and 1... • s f Mi ly. 

11he f:J :r.,. ... ,.,,, f rt ne which h menea. to 1"10 er· , WA<:i t El 

lA. r'i ,. ny hou9e bt rn 1, O" he1r -rJP' lef tnn mt 

" on ristm4 - y, while 1 was at m rket:''" A more serious one 

-;~ A detaile account of this fire · s given in one of r, s lettet's, 
dated, December 28th. T-Ie e t lM tes his 10 s of 100 (l'u ne • 
11 Tuon the whole,rr e onti ues, "t1.is acc1dent haP been fortunate: 
i t has deprived me of' l'l.anv t'I-- ings to w 1.i ch T w •, too much a. t ta hed, 
and foT' w'li ch I had no occa~i.on. Providentially it r nuene in 
the day t me; h d it been in the nip~t, 0 qrles, ally and I 
would most probably have been roasted. I had a sm 11 librai-'y of 
abo it 200 volumes, chlefly French, some of which are burned, 
othei-•s lie at ')resent in the ice, and a fev1 are safe. T much 
fer the poor treAs w 1~h r on board the Iiherty, for Der~y, 
will suffer from t e severitv of tr n frost. The 1 ce and the 
yellow fever will s1rely lower the rents in hiladelnhia. T m 
ssnred that a dArrree of d1stress orev ils there 9.I'lonr the 

mercantile ueople, whjch seems incredible. Sorne merchants, it 
is said, can~ ot pay even the 7)0S tage of tbeir letters. Tn this 
state of thines it is no wonder that we cal·ico-nrinters look 
bl· nl • Jn h · 1ar elnhia the jail cont· n11es to be the ton.'' 
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; for afte:i:• carr inp- on the manufactory 

one year, durinc· which time I could not get Aldred to n l{e up . 

the accou t , end that the laRt two u ;,rments to the ba·..-.k had 

bee"l out of r<Jy uocket, I concluded some alteratjon riust be nade. 

I therefore ~nformed Aldred that I would discontinue the works 

next suring, if the acc,,unts were not mo:re successful . To 

thj s he answered, that the cause of this temporary fa5 lure was 

the prevalence of the yellow f'ever in Philadelnhia. T then 
of 

nnrchased some bale!=l/i>insl i11, to be prepared when the sprinp- fleet 

sro11ld arrive from Eni:rJand. I ought to mention here, that the 

crief profit which this manufacture reaped, was from :i.rating 

those p tterns which seemed to sell best, and stamning them on 

Tndia muslin, which was finer, broadE:r, and very little i.ferior 

in worlmqnsh p, and nearly one-third cheaner than those imnorted. 

Aldred ~t·11 nut off any settlement, on which T told him tha be 

l-i d hetter look out for some other situation, as I was determlned 

on breaki n[" 1p the works and nayin5 my debt"'. ~ie persisted 

that if continued, they would answer; and at last bluntly sad 

he was a partner, and would carry them on whether I would or 

not. ~hi, I allow, alarmed me, and T went to my f~iends in 

thA b k, and told them my sjtuation. They asked me whether 

Al dred had brought any effects with him when he joined me? and 

I mentioned that my a reem nt with :bim was, that he should rav 

'l- a f' the profit on the pr·r,ti.ng, and the liberty to carry on his 

old trA.de on hts own account, besides house, fuel, and the use 

of a cow • . tr friends said, they would settle th t matter speedily, 

as they would the next day distrain the premises for the whole 

debt; and Al dred would be glad to be nermitted to go away with 
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ot ~id nf ~y ~n~l sh 

I now consu ted with three of the men, who understood the 

different branches of the bustryess, and they agreed to take their 

ch 0 n<'e of an eqt1al <>hPrP of the rof its j:r1 s tenn. of wac;es. T no 1 

k'ent the boo s, naid, and received, and in the first six months 

the div dend w s v ry ood; but a~ tJ:.e eason adv 1ced, to our 

di comfit re, wren he applied for orders, we fnl d the cenArality 

of our custoMer~ han received ntimat1on from the British riders, 

that ·r they found Am.er·ca.n prtnts in their stores, t AY must make 

uu their accounts with their Br-ltish cort'esnondents imriedi. tely; 

and th snot being erfectly conven·ent to the American trade, 

we were left witho1t wor·. The next nlan was to ur·nt my own 

muslin, nd trust to selltnr them by auction; but this also 

failed; for trie ryr· nted goods brou,.,.ht little more than the wbj te 

nri e, and ometimes even less. Wearied nd diQ?usted, I deter

mined to break uu the works;'- I then went to Mr. ee, a Quaker, 

for whom we br.id nrinted a good quantity of' cotton for So,, h 

Ame~· ~, 4nd offered h m the wrole of the oods Thad on h nds, 

at own rice; I knew that heh d a full stock; but at lenITth 

1e consented to look over them. we sin T <l n id too much for 

the wbite ~oods; but if I would llow him 5 uer cent. on tbe"r 

He tried to dispo e of the factor r by auction, an a.~1nounced 
t for sale n terms as characteristic of his own inte("r ty as 

Ylovel to the style of advertiseme!"t:- "Any erson inclined to 
sacrifjce_his property by c rryinr on t~i~ ~anufactory in 
Ar"er-Lca, may have the whole for one-half the sum they cost, and 
irr> e1iate os e sioP ("iven. 11 -Ed. 
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nrice, hP would disoose of them. I then sold off all the 

materialf1, ?•c. and retired with a loss of about 500 dollars. 

Durinf the time the yellow fever raped in Wilmington, 

I was frequently in the habit of wheeline the flour from the 

mill8 there, to the works, in 8 small hand-barrow, and yet es

caned the contagion. I probably owed my safety to the following 

circumstance:-During that time I was much employed in trying 

experiments on a bleaching liquid, the reci·oe for which was 

piven me by Thomas Cooner of Sunbury, late of T>1anchester, who, 

though he would b9ve digsuaded me from the enterorize, yet gave 

every assistance he could in the executlon of it. This liquid 
a 

was from a receipt of hjs own; a mixture oflcertain quantity of 

v1.triol-tc acid, salt, and sulphu.1.,, which occasioned a vanour like 

that whtch has been recommended for its antiseptic qualities; 

and this, possibly, saved me from tbe conta1sion. 

CHAPTER XII. 

I,etter from Muir- Yellow fever- ·';r . Barclay-+?obert 11/Torris 
-- Powan P.:oes to visit the British 1• ini ster- Irish slaves
Vis; t-s -rroscius ro - House of Conrress- /\lien bllls-'Q.enio-hted 
on tpe Delaware- rnsts.rt aristocracy- Federalists and A..nti 
Federalists- Recent': on at a public meet:lncr - -::?_..xtract from 
the Procunine nazette - Tetter to Cobbett, interview, 1:1.nd 
exnlana.tlon- ,,o Comb's ch A"l"a.cter of Porcupine-
I etters from :·irs . Rowan- her belief :ln Christianity founded 
on 'Reason- arguments for and 4[:9. i"ls t going to America
attends lectures on chemi9try-her heart and mind unchanged
Letters from Rowan- he w:i shes success to the Union-American 
newspapers- Visits Rodney in Albany- Springs of Saratoe;a
Shaklng Qualre-rs--P-onesty of a Negro-Ferreting cat
'.Vashington I s obsequies- Dr. Priestley-Natural curiosities 
sent to Higgins - 'iiode of catching wild horses. 
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"Wilmington, Delaware February 10th, 1797. This moment I 
received a letter from Muir. He writes:- ' I left Gerald in the 
last agonies; Palmer will not live; you would not know Skirving; 
and the state of Margaret's health 1s far from being firm.' He 
begs me to write to his parents. Will you either do so, or get 
some one to do so immediately on the receipt of this? to Mr. 
Thomas Muir, merchant, Glasgow. He got with danger extreme to 
New Spain, travelled across the continent to Vera Cruz, from 
thence got to the Havannah, at which place he was when he wrote 
to me, December 3d. He had left New Holland in the February 
before, and must, by circumstances, have reached Havannah about 
the middle of November. He is well and humanely treated, though 
at present a prisoner as an Englishman. I wonder whether the 
body of an outlaw or felon belongs of right to his Majesty, even 
after natural as well as civil decease. You, by this time, know 
whether this country joins the coalition; which I take to de
pend upon the issue of Lord Malmsbury's embassy.n 

"Se!tember 30th, 1797. The letters which I write now to 
my fami y may be regarded almost as letters from the dead to the 
living. If some small portion of petulance now and then breaks 
out, you must attribute it to some impertinent questioning in
truder, or to a mind affected by an intemperate climate. I told 
you in my last that I had offered to superintend the hospital 
tents of this town. I thought it a duty from one in my 
situation, to the country and to the people who have hitherto 
protected me; but not having been called upon, I act like all 
those who are impelled by duty alone, without the zeal of af
fection, and have not repeated my offer. The pop~lation of this 
place seems to have lost as many as Philadelphia.·,} Almost all 
the wholesale dealers have left that city. It would astonish 
you to see the low prices at which British goods are daily sold 
at vendues or actions in all the ports. If some other country 
does not pay the manufacturer, this, I think, would never answer, 
for it does little more than pay the materials. Perhaps this is 
policy, to stop a spirit of manufacture which was creeping into 
the country. Mr. Holmes has fled, but is well, I hear; as is 
also his partner Rainey. I saw Counsellor Dunne once at his 
house. He has secured himself, I believe; and I do not find that 
any one will lose by Mr. Barclay, who, in my opinion, is as worthy 
a man as ever walked; and indeed he 1s much respected, though 
blamed for overdrawing his credit at the bank, of which he was 
president. He has always been supposed to lean to the 
popular interest, and this has raised a host of enemies, 
who grossly calumniate him; while Robert Morris, whose 
notes have been swindled into every channel that was open, 
and are not now worth a penny in the pound, takes the other 
party, is caressed and supported, pays ~600 per annum house 
rent, keeps within doors, and, surrounded by blunderbusses 
and pistols, defies all his creditors with the sheriff at 
their head, and dines on Sundays with Washingtonl The 

~i- "The disease now first designated the yellow fever began 
early in August, 1793, and terminated ear7..y In November. In 
that time there were 4#044 deaths. In the second week of 
October, when the disease was at its height, the number of 
deaths exceeded 700. The population of Philadelphia was then 
about 50,000, of whom one-third was computed to have left the 
city."- Tucker's Life of Jefferson. 
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we ther js now sultry in the middle of the day, but very 
r w, as we would c 7 1 it, in the nornings. These chan es 

ve the.me. I do no~ know whether T told yrn1 th t 
Thad it last year; if I get it again, I suppose I sh 1 
bold it lo'l"ln-P,r tb ~ T ~ d; for it appears to make part 
of the cons ti t,J.tion of n Arnerica:r1, and I am VAry near being 
one now, for I beg n to thin1c that there s but one being 
upon earth, and that is s-;;;rF. 11 

"November 5th 1797. Well, if oeonle w 11 but com 1 -
men me as they ave done this 5th of 'ovember, I shall 
be reconci ed to we ring your oict,re in the most prominent 
nart of my dress, even were it handsomer ~ha.nit is. 
T-J:owever, the case is, that Tam very seJdom seen in any 
other garb than such as yni-l r ve not often seen me ·n- short 
ha:i.r, no powder, and long beard; but th s day I w s remi:trkably 
snruce in the uaker coat you sent me, pomatl1med and pe,...fumed 
l lee ar,,r l"lUSC din or musk-rat, which, by-the-bye, is a 
devilish mjschievous beast in this country, ann generally 
~ lled whereve,... he s found. I went top y my devo rs to 
the P,rj t:i.sh m~ ister, who w s n-oina- through this to,..m, on 
a visit to General Washington. I did ~ot, however, meet 
him; he had denar ed; and some of my democratic American 
friends abused me for n exce st ve ">"lOliteness. I am, -
Mi'vever, you know, obstinate as to what I think rio-ht, and 
djd not mind them, but went; and am really disappointed 
that I had pot an opportun-'t of showinc; im how rnuC'h I 
felt bis polite e nressjo concerninM her I love more 
tha'l"I any other on earth. Were I to be as rich a c l i.co 
printe,:> a r. Peel, I would ci.ve uu the whole for the 
society, manners, and climate of Europe, with a small 
annuity; yet tbi.s is a fine country for those who can nlough 
and dj ; but even tri.ey must tal{e care to avoid the harpies 
who await their landinri:, and must i~l"led tely dash nto th 
country. The members of the society for the abolition of 
Rlavery have not the least objection to buv ng an Irishman 
or 1tchman, and will chaffer with himself or the caotain 
to get him i"rJdented at about the eight);} part of the wages 
tb ~r would have to pay a cou.ntry born.,,· But to tell truth, 
they who are thus nurchased generally do themselves justice, 
and run away before half their t:i.:rrn is un. This, then, like 
every other abuse)falls hard only on the best subjects ••••• 
I find from a fellow of 1Tinity College, Cambr~dge, that 
Locke is given un there for a system of ethics composed 
by Paley. J have red some arts of it, but not the whole: 
indeed it is some time since: met it, and: only recollect 

Tn anot. Pr letter he writes- 11 <,warms of Tri.sh are 
e nected bere by the snrin~ vessels, and the brisk trRde 
fo~ T~~~h slaves here is to~ ~A up for the low price of 
fJ Q -seedl7 - -
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enoue:h to ber; t):, t it m~v ,,..n be ut into "illiam 1 s h!'l.nds, 
to the excl1 :<1.ion, t least, of Locke.u-,.· 

11 ~ ovember J 0th. Jf you were flattered by Aldred I s 
qt~entton, how uch More vain will you be, when I rive 
"I ou, literally as i:--ot it, the most sincere resnects and 
rerrar <:\ of :r. :'Y ckinson of t:bis town, and 'r"\-resent yo , ln 
hls n ,e, with the inclosed 1;st of trees,/ in a box of 
about 150 ou..nds weir-· t, which re procured from a f iend 
of ~is, a fa.mus bota11.ist, and lays tat your feet. Thad 
sno en to l:; m lon~ since, and tl ouc•ht be had for •otten it, 
butt· is day, lR drink"ne tea with him, the box arrived, 
and trrouP-h tl-1e noli.te attention of the Rev. :r. Porter, 
w o sails from this for Derry, in the sPip Liberty, the 
latter end of this, or bee inn ng of next mo11 th, an nromi ses 
tot ke care of ·ton the passa .. e, arrl either im ediately 
forward 't to you, or inform you of its rrival, b.ope 
it will cet safe to hand. 11 

"Wilmington, Decemb~ 7th, 1797. y last jaunt to 
-Phil delo ia has been by rnucn the least expensive and the 
most a~reeable I have ever made. lodfed at a house with 
a l)uaker merchant, not thee nd tho1 i, thou ·h a pla n "Tan-
and a Dutchman, who ne i thersmoked nor drank crin-- an English
m , a I ondoner, w n 1 ° t}:,P. son of' a r "h 1"'.lerch nt., 11d t k 
p ?rl se nri London are synon·mous i.""rn ,n 4ln.Prican., E1 

young ri. ho 1"' just. ret11rned f om Forde aux, w ere he wen 
'1!'J !=11 Pri '1-ll' C' o ves •el; en he -· 0 N'rt i-n tli t T ondrm · 
110 :rrore to be com,:ia.red to that nl ce, than Anpoqu niminck .:.s 
to New Yorkl : saw Mr •• nlrney ancl he was very polite; but 
I orm : did not receive hls civilities -v:·lth cord:i.aL.ty, for 
I recollected th t re rad refused to t~a~8~it letter~ for 
y est beloved, et a time v An T f~gured to mv~elf every 

"DOS~ lA evil l ving falJ e11 upon her. /uno11. my amusAMents 
at Philadelphia were two morn·ne vlsits to ORciusko; he 
cannot rise from his cha::.r, which I su. pose is the reason 
that he bows very low, too low T th·nk; it hurt !"1e, fo 
one 0f the persons who was introduced to bim whiJ e I was 
there, T h.,ew to bA q knavisb scoundrel. Fe sits in n · 111 

Advert e rair to thls topic, re 8 ys, "I wish him to 
know mankind before he is i the w of comm·· ttin hir1self. 
I suppose he read Codwin's 'Enquirer; 1 I lik0 it bett.er than 
h s I oJitical ~ustice; 1 but I re et, no Paley, or else 
let Locke accormany it, as an sntisentic to work partic l.1 "rly 
o.cains t the latter nart of tri e nrac t"° cal mor•al i ty. tt 

I rrhe list contains the tr 1 vial and cientif·· .... runes of 
U'l')Wards oft irty dif'ferert ki11.ds. Thee were also many 
duplicates of a reat v riety of eAcs.- Ed. 
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c1~air, his he3.r] bnnnrl un wj th a bro~ci black r1bbon, 
dark r.1 r.i.. inr, rair, sn1:1r'djn eye, .,,ez retrouse, his 
coat what we call ~ius sar, his legs- bandaeed, anc. the left 
one t')n a stool; he cannot wall{, but trinks 'he is acquiring 
strenr:-th. A centleman told im while : was tbere, but it 
was supposed, in case any attack should be made unon the 
Br··. tish ter1.,-· tory, eenerel Arnoln woulr'l comr1and il"l ch ef. 

e ~1wost rose from hi~ ~eAt when the informant nersisted, 
s y 11 he bad not left ondon above two "?10Y't1"'s. 11 It 
is ·moossjble, 11 re cried; 11 4.rnola is rash, destitute of 
talent, nd drunken. I was Myself obliged to write to 
General (!ates to order bim out o+> the fi8]d. 11 I said 
nothin~, but tlought it UORRjble that he m·cht serve under 
the Duke of Gordon in Enrland, 01· rave the cl ief com.'Yland in 
Trel and, where trere wou.lcl be no great danger of h s be·:.ng 
b oucht off. But heaven preserve me from lJ such mis-
creants l It was a fear of that sort v~ich nade me wish to 
rave ,y only love on earth aw y frow a devoted snot- a 
spot on which it is, and h s 1011[, been MY ooinion, the fg_te 
of England will be decided. You know I always asserted 
the impolic~, ss well a the imnos~ibiljty of keeping a 
whole people in a state of subjection to a nrivileged few.rt 

n~~~rch 2d, 1798 ••.••.•• T have written to my father at 
'Kil] j leagh, and inclosed sorre letters on which I request 
yours and ris serious adv5ce ••..••• T have also sent Beb
r1rn.ry I s papers, that he rn y see a. full and true account of 
how the Fouse of r,onr·ress is become A boxi.ng-school; the 
sueaker ,.,.·vi r: chalJenges frrim the chair, and wben taken 
up in private, utti u them tter 1 ad referendum, 1 till 
the end of the sessions. If this is a specimen of a 
derr,ocratic republic, Lorn help us sufferers in the cause! 

11 Mr. li'ox 1 s declaration, in answer to lr. Dund ci, is 
:rri,:i,nJ ,r, and, T t inl , honourable. Would to God such sent -
rri.e t~ had perv r1ed Men in power J o:r,g since, and triri ,s would 
not be in the condition thE'rr i:ire. God send, even were they 

~ontP~, it may not be too latel 

11 I have told you often, a.nd I repeat that the moment 
1 can leave t· is country, without injur:i.11e my f m ly, I 
will do so. As it aDr)ears that you are just in the same 
situation, we are not likely soon, if ever, to meet. In 
the present state of things it would be madness in you to 
think of moving. I am neither we::!..l nor ill, but better 
since ::i: was in a v;armer rouse; indeed I have more to 
complain of in r:iind than in body." 

n June 10th, 1798. T have already tolr you that I 
fores'e:wa more strict union about to take nlace between 
thi country and Brita·n, which mieht make my residence 
here disagreeable, to say no worse. But I did ~ot foresee 
that such laws are to be enforced lere as seem to be in 
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ir1itation of ,Jacobine fury, as it w s called. Alien 
bil s, naturqliz9t · ~n bills, and sec·tion b"JJs are 
or:i i atinrr in each hn11Re of the senate; and the 
representatives seem to v e wi h eac:h ot:ber who shall 
enact the r-ost r· rrorous cla•rne~. By the one before 
the house, persons in my situation are declared de 
f' cto to be danr,erous and are t the mercy of the 
mars:hal anrt district :11dre, to be taken np, · m-
pr~ Roned, bound over, orb ·shed, or fined, or con 
veyed to the ne r st part of the territories of those 
nowers to which they owe alleriance. ThesA hjlls are not 
yet pas ed, however . 

11 In what a 9e 00 on 'id the trees arriveJ I fear they 
will noi· be of any other use than to show r1y deare t 
wlfe that I have some virtuous and sensible connexions in 
this country, nd that they have imbibed the same senti
ments o~ Rec nd regard for my fri~nns, w ~h h ve 
ever be~n entertained by myself •. • ••• r have in the house 
I live in at present a brewinp conner, holding about 
bar"Y>el; I have brA ed in it five or R. x times, some for 
!l1Y'H:1f, but most for> !'lnMe ne p•hbours. ir beer :is re
novmen for excellence and che pness, and Tam stron~,, 
solic ted to undertake a brewery; but sett ne as:de al en 
and sedition bills, I h ve been too much scorched by 
calj co nririting. ~ad this been an orir:inal attempt, I 
believe T should have been "nduced to undertake it. No, 
there is no sign of ne ce; '110r of any such arranremerit 

R you look for. A sermonizer here, on .r . Aaams I s fast 
d y, (for they fast and pray in thi~ country too) said, 
and I th nk he said truly, th t 'a e;reat armed doctrine 
h d .cone forth, w -I ch would overturn and overturn and 
overt,, rn J ' 11 

"·Tl1Jy 20th. The ri:ight before l st : nassed in my 
b tteau on the Del ware. I was ool en011eh to trust a 
fine day, and I used to do with you at Eninay, forgot 
how to turn about u:nt:il the tide turned; but with the 
evening came on one of tho e sudden changes of weathe, 
that, amone other things, mace this country de+est ble 
and dete!'lh="d. The swell prevented 111e from bene.f1 tt ng 
by the ti~e· Ir non shore, as one would call it; but 
the riverYfF~ ve ~ no spore, they are bounded by marsh, 
al~ mud, and there was no r;etting on dry lPnd; and in 
my batteau ful l of water, ··· th my oars, &:c . lasted to the 
set, I spent the ipht, and th's being the fo11rth day 
after it, I am swell as T have been tPis year; so you 
see Ross was no , quite out , he11 !'1e snolre of me; I have 
st :1 a bit of iron in m const · t tion, thou h the steel 
may be round off ••••• n the pas ing of the alien bill 
I wrote to the Secret rv of State, s yinc that avina- been 
a victim of false evjdence in my 01;rn country, m1r'1t 
fall u"der the sus~i on of either the President or some 
otrers, n t ~ight he thoua-ht necess ry to remove me, 
in which case I desired to {now whether a a Br:i ti h 
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subject, I should be removed to some place under British 
Jur:i ~a i c tion, or given nermiss ion to g·o where T plEased; 
and that the pecul:larity of my situation would 9nolo.?"ise 
for tbe intrusion. My letter was short and respectful, 
but I hRve received no qnswer •••• 0var and over anain 
do T say, if' I an1 to live under the lash of arb1 trary 
power, at le2st let tte w~ip be in the hands of those 
accustomed to use it, not Dicked un by a foot-nassenger, 
who, unaccrn~ tomed to ride, keens flo?ging ever"lr noqt and 
ra:tl be comes near, pleased to hear how he can s111ack the 
whin. 0 upstart aristocracv, what a fjend art. th0u1 •••• 
I do not know wbether I mentioned the number of dessert 
kn:i ves I sent you; I have eighteen, but I send you onl ,r 
one dozen. Js this tn hoDes they will ever meet again i 
Alasl T fear it mucb •••••••• You foolish goose, how could 
you send me any of the precious metals, as they are called: 
you will occasion my house to be robbed, I am sure, as 
soon as it is known that my snoons are not pe1uter. A..nd 
why have 1 not the lock of heir with the picture, which 
would be my constant companion when I am fishing, brewing, 
or engaged in any other of my occupations? Pray send it 
to me in a smal] crystal locket, the plainest nossible, 
and smAll, but strong. Still, as I have elways said, 
you are above your sex; the whole of your reflections 
concernjng 1Ts. W-would pro re it if it did not appear 
in everJ other acti.on of your life. I feel the force 
of cornmon sentiments and common opinions, what a weip·ht 
they have with me. I compare myself with you, and blush 
at the comnarisonl I could r,ot have done another, even 
vou, if you were a man, the same justice you have done :me 
under s -htJ-i Jar c, rcumf! tances; and indeed "lrou only do me 
justice. Shall I ever act nrudently? Probah y never. 

11 It is now three week!". •=dnce I wrote to Timoth"y 
PickP-ri ncr, nrl as T have l'AC'Pi 1rAn no anqwer, I am to 
supnose I have done an impertinent thine, to address a 
letter to the Secretary of State, ney more, reouest an 
answer from the fir~ t off·i c.er of the exec:11 ti ve, after 
the reqident, of th~ :most free and most eplightened 
nation, th s democratic rer,ubl:ic, if ever one yet existed; 
but where those who have got unexvectedly into nower wish 
to remain so, and at t}·,eir carousin s dr.'.nk confusion to 
that fiend derrocrac", l Faith, i.t is not pleasant, when a 
man is elected to the nouse of Representative~, and noclrets 
his six dollars per dai1, with a.mnle trevellinp- exnenses 
to and from borne, that the scum of the earth may take it 
into their head that he has -not their interest in view, and 
elect another in ~is place, while he returns to the counter, 
the office, or the Dlou a-}11 nh l the b nrou .,.h of old <::;arum 
or •arrisburr,h is much better than thisl How very af
fectionate it is to his country, that to serve her in this 
hovr of danger, General Pres dent 1VBshi11P-ton agal11 ci teps 
forth jnto oublic lifA, and ~tits his dear retreat, his 
mucb loved solitude, after enjoying it for near two years! 
This being the 2£1-tb of Ju1y, all tl,ings remaln as they were, 
excenting my having received two fli:ittP-ring clvillties from 
two nersons ver"lr un~ versally resnectea on thi"' continent; 
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but notr. ne can reMove tre wP·rrit of ab ence from r1y 
de rest fr:iend, which ever h nr;s heav-ie~t on A TfTO.,_T. 11 

The Conaress wa~ at this ti~e a·vided in o two osrties, 

called federa1·sts and anti-federalists. One of these was com

o ea oft o~e, who at tr.e settlement of their present co~ 

tution a upported more popular maxjms of rovernMent, and v r 

c lled renublic ns by themselves, and anarchists and French by 

their o nonents. The other party, riaving desired to enlarge the 

power of the executive in the governme t about to be established, 

and havin~ voted for the actual conqtjtution, called t emselves 

fAderalists. 

Amonf those who visited me and congratulated me on my 

arrival there were r1 y of both narties, and int e course of my 

res :i.dence in Amer:i ca I reckoned ma.nv s · ncere friends in each, 

though most in the former. The chjef ubject of A.1lleric n olitics 

on wh ch I suffered ffiyself to neak was t e a.l·i en b · 11; th ~ I 

felt severely; it s, with re ect to me and many others, a 

nenal statute, w cb delivered thos who di n t become c tizens 

over to the ~ends of the President, ordering them e~ther to u t 

the country in fifteen days, o, in case of refusal or ne~lect 

of this, emnowered him to bave them seized and transm:itted to 

whatever country he chose to say they belonged. A short time 

fter my arr~val t Philadelphia there was a tom ~eetin· on the 

subject of the Bri tisl: treat , wl-lich was a grand sub~ ect of 

di c- 1 ss cm. I wa c11 5ous to see a nonu ar c:isem 1, in the New 

Wn ld, and attended ·n the carden of the Courthouse of P ·1R

delnhia, where it was convened. 

A stage had been erected, on wh ch three delegates, to whon1 
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the conc,i11.er t· on of t e treaty had bem refer ed, were mounted. 

The, rave their reas~ns a~a nst the treaty. But the last speaker, 

Bl r ''Clen han, to ITY utrnoqt surer se et thA close of his 

eech, said, "Now let us r.:ive three cheers 

all," (at the ame t·me throw:ing t e coy 

of' t!"e treat"'r, whjch he elc'l in h 

11 and kick the treaty to 'hellJ 11 

h nd, among the cro ;d), 

nn my gong the net day to Balt more, to ee my worthy 

and wuch esteemed friend -. J. the nllow·na address to the editor 

0 The Yuntc,, Pr1nters Of The Federal Gazette, 

Baltimore 

11 :V!y readers know, that I some d ys a o ave them a 
proof or two o~ the federali m of thee hy ocritical 
editorq of the ~a1t more Federal Gazette. Their last paper 
contains another proof; and th t w 11 speak for itself too, 
in the follovd ng words: - 1 nn Sunda eveninn- rri ved bere 
fr r1 W lmine-ton, on ~bort v sit, that nersecuted 
~·0t nd warM as~ertor of the civ"l nd relieious 
rights of l"lank nr'l, "r. Arch bald amilton Rowan. 1 What 
could Bache, or ~reenleaf-;-or any sansculotte-scoundrel 
in the country have said more? ff'h s Rowan is-known to 
have escaped from the hands of justice iri his own c ou. try, 
and to have fJed to France; he i knovm to have been one 
of tho e men who 11 ve caused the convl1 l<:d ons · n Treland, 
witr. Jl their fatal conseouences; he is· known to be an 
apostle of those abomir ble principles which ha.ve deluged 
Europe with blcod, and which it is every good ma~'~ object 
to kP.e far from this country. Tn fine, be is knovm to 
rave joired the de~ocratjc, jacobin, anti-federaJ fact1on 
here, from the mol"1ent of hts landin. It i notorious he 
wacl introduced to, and welcor1ed by an anti-feder 1 town 
meeti'l"I, who gave three cheers for Rowan, and other thre 
for kic Jn tr>e treaty to hell. And it is notor:I ous that 
al] h4 s friends nd cisocia-tes are T"Jen who act s if they 
had bound ther1selves by an 0 th to overthrow and cestroy 
the federal EOVerriment. t~is is the man whom the 
fe~Pral urinters of ~~ltimo~e welcome to the~ citv RR a 
'1P-"' CC'tted at.riot 1 n"'"'" !'I ~ertor n" dvil anl r 1; irms 
ri ·: ~~1 r,, the e the r11 -i:;·wt tre fcrlfrP- rtci n:t ,.,1 tirror ---
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are weak enou h to encourape on accou.nt of tl ei. "t> 

nolitic 0 l nr·rc ples? But I shall be to1rt t t these 
are the best w~ ch Ralrimnre ha~ to boast of. I am sorry 
for t. T wish T ~ ~ me one to send there to ren ace 
them; and I am certai"', ·· I were Y".IPn of' we 1 t nd 
l 1red trer , they hn 11rl re The e 'Jf'Pts no-
thine but a r.rm of splri t., i t,r, an s0me talent , to 
rer.11~e t:beM t0 . yr,hP'Y'. q, 'I-- 11en P. surely t be fornd • 
h 1 ~ t· 1 t e e~l r>rlA'"' 1 ts h ve l") •blic 1irlt enough 
to a t as well a"' tal~, they :rm t exnect to see their 
cm·se t e steo-oine-stone of hvnocr tes d villa 1 s. 1 

11 'Porc ··11e ,..,azette, 17th ?ebr1~, l 7Q8." 

/fn consequence of this n·orovoked tt c r, · r. °"lowan ari.rlresse 

the following letter to r. 0 obbett, editor o 9 the Porcuoi e 

11 Febru rJ[_ 20th, 1798 

11Sir, 

11 '3oon af'ter my arri.val in America, v1h1the I 
had fled from confinement infl'cted for entertalning po-
ll tical oninions flowing from :t'eel in ·s over which I co11ld 
have o co trol., I retired to n 9 nee from hilanelnhia. 
T enl;ered -· nto no -oartv, and not be-in a c · -~ "'e11., I s -1-,,a. ously 
avoiderl minglin:: in the pollt:Lcs of this country. Th1 s 
retired, offend·i r,o- neither the -:,,over rient or ind· vi duals, 
I exnected to 1 ve unmolested: yet, dur-·n(l' my residence 
in the Fnlted States, I have been the unnecessary subject 
of f-requent parac~ranhs in your paner. I w shed to believe 
tb ~ y~1 had see~ the jndeltca~v Rnd imnro r·ety of such 
a nroce1ure; bl t a publication in y0tu' oaper of Satu:r, y 
destroys that e:rDecbation. s you '1a1re ri=>ceived no injury 
from me, I request of you to exnlain to me what a1"e your 
motives fol' rene terily wounding my f el n s nn bre ldng 
-; ,, 1 non the Dear.e of my fa111.i ly, by whom y01n" papers May 
be red, uossibly, jn Europe. 

"I am, Sir, ·c. 

In the ~orcu~ ne r zette of the foll w·n~ day, bebruqry 21, 

1peared the followi~ notice to r.orr.'esoondents :-

11 must beg leave to tell the uerson who reauests to 
be ·nrormed by my motives for ~1hl1~~1ng cert ·n n r -

ranhs, that _ dn not- r.cI"nowledcre or snbmit to any secret 
:i n.9..uis i ti on. Tf he w-· sres to 1ave his letter, or anv -oilier 

om unic ti on on t:be sub jec b, published in my paper, t 
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shall be d<'ne wi t·1out besi tat-ton, and then of nece:cisi ty 
J sl all n•i ,re et1ch answer a.s ort:p:.:T'iety, truth..L and candonr 
shall dictate; but I will never condercend to a orivetA 
corresoondence in defense of what I publish to tbe -world. rt 

).1r. Rowan now determined to have a personal intervievv, and 

accordingly, as he informs us, waited upon him, qttended by 

'1r. Stafford, who acte,l as his friend on this occas 1 0.,,..,.!7 

This evening, February 23, I went by appointment to Mr. 

Cobbett I s, accomnanied by I,ir. Stafford, who had arranged the 

inte:rvj ew. On entering Ms nrivace office, Mr. c. introon ,ed me 

to a :VIr. North, a friend of his, an Englishman, as he said. 

When seated, iv1r. Sobbett said he understood that I had d.es~red 

to see him, and he wished to know what I had to say to him. I 

answered, that I had shown Mr. Stafford every thing wh:i ch had 

passed between us, and had nut him in nossession of my sentlments 

on thjfl occasion. The conversation thAn took a wine ranee con

cern:ing rreneral :princinles, h:is ri.e:ht to canvass public characters, 

<1-•c. and he spoke of a dispute between him a.nd the editors of a 

Ba.Jtlmol"e paper, which :he sa:i.d was the c 0 n.'3e of b:is late publir.R

tion. Mr. Stafford observed he 01;u3ht to have conf:ined his attack 

to the'TI. I said the matter was very short; I had bA<'m wa't')tonly 

and unnecessarily wounded by various and reneated parae;ranhs 

in his na.ner. He interrunted me by sqying that for some months 

nrior to this, there had not been ariy insertim, of that sort; 

t~at he had been informed that I did nnt intermeddle 1n the 

· pol:i. ti<'s of this country, but that he had la tAly leArnel4 by a 

letter from a person in Wilmington, whose name 1e vmuld not p:i.ve, 

that the contrary was the fact. T said I was con~erned that there 

was any person li.ving; there so uninformed of' my sitlation, or 
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so ready to assert a. f lge11ond co11cerning e; that those who 

ew my connexions i.n tbat tovm. mu.st know that I received 

equal attentions from both parties, and I mentioned 8.l"long 

otl er ot11er name tr t of Dr. I., ti r1er. T a.rain asserted that 

I d.d not c 11 f rt t ese str·ctures by any nublic a of in l"'!e; 

that eld cert in noli ti 1 rmi rdons which I tr.ought v · rt1wus 

and ronnnrable; th t l had acted on them in Tr eland, and had been 

er ecuted for them· that Twas nrecared for f ther PAr~ecutinn 

if nece sary; t t I beli the s ne or~1c 4 oles still, but that 

I did not a.ct on them n this country; if ever I should, I tben 

bec8J".IA fair game; that every man had ri :-rht to form ano 1m ort 

r ov oni :ions; but that w t T com lained of, and w!.shed to 

prevent in future, w s the bei~c ~eld un as a be-con to be avo· ed 

by 11 ood and honourable men • .l[r. Cobbett said he never meant 

to ~jure me or my f 1 ily; that heh d tt C{ed me as nublic 

character; that,~. Nort1 r:ad been present when he receive m 

letter; that he n hande it to c im, say·· nP.', 11l-Tere is a ,rery 

civil letter; I think I must an wer it: 11 that this was riis first 

imoression, but uoon reflection' e changed· is op nion, and had 

inserted the notice to correspondents; for he did ot c1oose th t 

letter of is, n htch hem aht lay himself open, should be 

h nded about or published. re again asse_rted his rie;ht to canvas 

11. uubl5.c occurrences, such as the paragraph in the Baltimore 

paner. I acceded generall;r to what he s l d, but remarked that 

the occas.: on of my wrl.t··.,,rr to him, or call-i-nrr cm him, wa the 

nrivate nse re h d t d~ fferent times thrown on Me, :v-hich was 

slich as no man could silently endure. He said he did not fP.el 

incl ned to make an apology. I re)lied, if~ had thought any 

apology from him necessary, ~ should h ve as1 ed him for it, and 
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r I'! refusal wou a r- ve tern:inated our i:r,terview; that wh"t 

T desired was to remain in the b c~-~round, 0 n to be let alone. 

~ut f h~s declinlng to apolo ·ize for what h~ ~ns 0 ed ~roceeded 

from an ·1e t t. heh d done ~e no injury, there waq every 

orobabil · ty that on the first occa ·on I shnu.ld be <H'""i brought 

forward in the same a-.,1~er· !'Ind in that c "'P - h d .riven this 

tr, uble to no n11rnose; th t as 1r. C. hr.ir!. repeatedl~r rieclarerl. 

thi:it he J,, 1 o inte11t·on of i jur·n me or wounding my private 

har cter, I nnealed to r5mRelf and to h- s friend r. North, 

whether those nnblications were or were not of t:at tenor. If 

they were not, I had no rl~ht to mruce my resent ~emonstrance, or 

request his silence in futu1"e; but if tl ey were, I ·,as aut..._,rised 

in ~y ~pl·catio~, and in my request. In the course of this 

conversation, r. c. drew out a lette-r, which he ea.id had been 

handed to him beh· d his counter that day; he wished me to read 

it. I sked whether it was anonymous. He said it was. I declined 

readine it, and returned i. rr. c. was called 01 ton bus nes, 

and ~1r. orth repeated what l1r. c. had said on the sub~ect of my 

lP. ter; and that he had supposed herd written to -me, 11n 1 he aw 

the article to correspondents. Isa d I was not surpri~ed trat 

he should have been ca11tious of wri tin,,. to me, "' hA did not kno 1 

Me; tha som nersons mirrht snnnose T shonln nr·de rryself unon 

receivinf any nolor•y from r. 0.., wh ch I 9 ured him wou d not 

be the case; that I had ndeed me-.,tioned this business to some of 

my friends, but a~ the matter w n tra·n, it ,as ,~ ~onfidence; 

that whatever me-ht be the ·9sue of it, I sl"on_ d inform them; 

bnt t. was not my intention to nrnJce the business public. .1r 

Cobbett retvr"'.led int the roo1 , and very shortly after said, that 
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w' en he wrote tr:at ..., r ,,.r~ h, he thou,::ht e was doin"' right, or 

do·n~ hiq dut~; that ince that tt~e heh~ been better infor~P1 

to my ch r l"'ter, nr, +ha.t he would n t in f11t1 -r>P wr.:int:onl"' or 

1mneces<=1ar·· ly brinr: my ne"J1P- f'orv1ard. I said this was 11 I 

des~red, and that I waq perfectly satisf'ied witr this assurance, 

and Taro e to retirP. 11P we were st n~ ng, r. ro~~e t 

offered to ~nsert ny thinf Ts rn111 desire in• is paper. I 

said rn.y wish w "I, nevPr to nDear i-n it. r·r. t fford, however, 

s 0 td, th t as he ha~ ~tven s 1111 and ca:ridid an exnlanat· on, 

he would perhaps insert somethin,.,.. frori himself. ..rere bot:h rtr. • 

and :I" interruoted him; T, by sa:r ng J should object to any oubl · -

cat-ton; and Pr. C. by saying that he had been frequently requested 

to 00 so, but h d always refused; that at this moment he was con

vince he had misrepresented a very worthy man in this city, but 

that he would never contradict what he 11.ad once sa d. In the 

course of conversation many other indifferent th ngs oassed, for 

tbe recollection of wh ch my memory does not serve me, but they 

were all of the same tenor. Mr. c. saw us t0 the door. 

/Prior to the ter~in tion of th affair, Rowan had written 

to a friend in Wil~ington, statjnp the c·rcumstance, and ask" g 

his advice. His friend, in reoly, asks., nwould t not be nroner 

to c 11 on Latimer and Bay rd for their certi~1~ate that you 

lived ~n a retired, inoffensive, and peace ble manner in this tov.n, 

and by your nrudent conduct had ~a1ned the attention and resoect 

of aJ J. oarties and r'lescriptio..,s? Such certif"cate would abash 

even Po cupine himself; and nit brought rr inst him jn the 

Feder 1 Court, for scPndal, would teach him better ~anners ir 

f1:i.ture. 11 · 
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'11he R me fr·E'nd wr5te ar.rain:- 11 It is hard to a vise wh t 

would be most rrouer in y011r case. rrhe cert-· ftcate T mentioned 

thj s morninr would nlease me best. Po:r:_cupir,~ is a public def 0.rier, 

and is renrobated even by his own qrty. He can hnrt no one ·n 

this country. 'Ihe danger :s, that he may injure your f'amily. 

The cert fie te would completely obviate triis. He ~ too much of a 

blackcuard to be treated like a gen~lem n; he ought to be 1eld 

tip to universal contemot and abbort'ence. T houe vou rave not 

gone too far to retract, and that you will join the(" neral 

voice in thus treating him. 

"Your affect~onate friend, 

"i:.::LRAZBR M1 CO II 

~r.rton, February 22, 1798 

n • n. Rowan, 1-t 8 o." 

From irs. To ;r. Rowan. 

tt 'arch, 1799. T am glad that the oicture .c:rot safe, and 
that yon li',e it. Does my countenance rrive the lie to my 
ctions, or have ther been such as to 111 ke you doubt MY 

aff'ect ion~? If my coun_tenance wou d show what -oasses 
jn my rie rt, it would then be seen with what infinite pa·n 
to myself, and from the most disinterested affection to 
you, I have cted as I have done; but could I send you a 
copy of my heart as easily as T can my face, believe me 
Ts ould do it most readjly, that you might then see how 
every part of it glows with the ws.rme t affection for you. 
Mr. nickinson concluded I was a woman of suue~ or under
standing. I thank him; but I have my fears he took all 
his idea of me from your partial accounts. I know not 
wbat book "r. Dicl{irison put into your bands, on the subject 
of f!hrist· anity: but in my rlea it stands o,, the best of 
11 foundatirms, Reason; for wbo can doubt its preceots 

beine div ne, since more than mort 1 c rity ana benevolence 
shine through the whole? T do not mean to say, however, 
tbat I disbelieve eit1er nro)hecy or miracles; far from 
it; but I th ink I could be a Chri~ q tlan with.out ei tl1 er; to 
which I may add, that the more~ have reflected on, and 
used my re 0 on in matters of relieion, the stronger has 
been my belief hi r.hrj stian:lty. I hear Priestley has lately 
ublisl'ed a very absurd book on rel · r:ri on; he 1~as many 

ene'Tiies, howP.ver, and T tr ink it more tban probable that 
the book in questio is ~nt at all vhat it is reoresented. 
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I would thank you to get it for me, that I may, as I 
generally do, judge for myself ••• r have sent by this 
vessel a parcel containing newspapers, pamphlets, and 
magazines; the pamphlets are either for or against the 
union. 

"Mty 1st, 1799. Many resolutions do I make not to 
write o you on this day; but in no other way can I 
employ myself, or lessen the melancholy that I peculiarly 
feel on it. It is now five years since we were separated. 
For great part of that time I flattered myself that by 
waiting for a short season, I should have been enabled to 
bring with me to my beloved husband, independence, and 
sufficient to procure those comforts and even elegancies 
to which we and our children have been accustomed. Never 
did I deceive the friend of my heart; I will not do it 
now; those hopes are in some respects vanished. I am 
satisfied, let them say what they will, that your property 
will never be regranted. I do believe it was once the 
intention of government to have given it to me; but the 
circumstances that have occurred in Ireland since that 
time have prevented them. From this conviction I have 
given up all idea of remaining in this country ••••• The 
only cause of delay now arises from my private embarrass
ments; these, however, I must contrive some means of getting 
over. As to where we shall meet, you must be the best judge. 
I do not suppose in America; your picture both of that 
country and its inhabitants is indeed sufficient to deter 
any person from g:>ing thither. But then you did expect 
to find perfection there; and I do not think it exists 
any where; however, I have no predilection for America, 
nor for any country out of the British dominions; and these 
being the only places in which it is _totally impossible for 
me to enjoy happiness, as you cannot be of the party, all 
countries at peace with England become equal to me. America, 
you seem to think, would be the best place for us, in case 
we were deprived of our property. This is a circumstance we 
shall never know till it hEIJpens. The strongest reason, 
however, in favour of America, is the very great risk you 
must run in quitting it, of being taken at sea by the 
English or their allies, the idea of which is too horrid for 
me to rest on; and the danger is the greater, as I think 
the American government, from its present temper, would 
give every information in its power respecting your de
parture. To balance this, however, you seem to think the 
climate of America does not agree with you. I am rather 
inclined to think that your present mode of life would not 
agree with you any where. Every captain of a ship that 
comes from Philadelphia or Wilmington fills this country 
with accounts of you.r drawing beer, flour, &c. through the 
streets., which gives fresh f'tood for scandal against poor me. 
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~y own heart, snd tbose wro know me, Flem-it rre of thFJ c-rir1e 
nf want of ';lffection for you ••• -~'1}1at could, what should 
rave obl:.e;ed yon to run from your house to the factnr•y in 
a snow-storr1, with your bed on a ba1·row? We are both 
sufferinf; but why should we wake for ourselves un'1ecessar~r 
troubles? '.I're truth A, a friend of your l- as written to r1e 
from America, to say that you are grown vPry thin, and that 
your bealtr js very i-rdifferent. You will jud[:e what I 
felt at the recejnt of such '"-l 1Atter. I am Rensi.bJ.e, be
c~1se J sometimes feel 1t, that to give the boav e~ercise 
is i:n a deP·ree the n eens of lesserd.ng the suffer:irws of the 
mind; but then -it r>11 1 At noi, be faU gued; for tbourh that 
may proclire rest for a n:trbt, lowness of srliri ts will 
su.cceed j_t in the norning. For myself, I bave t '!"Ot in 
my power, 1 i wi nr" as I do in town, to take Mn<'h eye.rd se. J 
am never ranpy, ~no "eldom quite well, nor vet ill, but 
I have not that pleasure i11 existe,.,ce v1bich peace of mind 
alore can give. Be~icleA, what I have so lone• f0re8een 
has come to nrss: coristant susne,:,c•e l!eAns 111e ever iri a. 
fT>At: 8rn'l there are rnorA da:ys that 1·v chilclren ~re, than 
they are not, objects of na:i.,, to me; yet, to -0rove that I 
do ,-iot give way without en effort to amuse r,y mind, (and 
clio I not sometimes su1C,ceea, should f''O mad,) of late I 
have been ""luch taken up in attendiria ~hemical lectures, Ar,rl 
readine: suffjc:ient to malce rne understanr!. the-r1, 8nd from this 
I often finci e!'tertainnent when 1 i c"hter amusements rave 
failed. u..,_til I ben-an, J did not know row nleasant a study 
· t was, or that it toe k :in so much of' natural 1 biJ o<>onrv. 
mo return, however, to what is most interest-ir,r, to 11s both, 
our reunion, let me know wbat you think we 1r-1.cl best do, for 
you 1-rnow America, end I do not. On many accounts it would 
be desir'•bl e to be in Fu.rope; but the D'reat res sons again.st 
are, fir<:1t, the dano;er you woulc1 run iri p-ettin; to it, snd 
the handle your qu.i ttine America woulrl n·ive your enemies. 
These appear to nie so stron ··, as not to be easj_J.y n-ot ovPr: 
but in every other r;oint of v:iew F'uropA i~ 0 ·reatly to be 
·)referred •.••• T send you a sFsll psrceJ conte.jn r, 0 • nevrnnAT)ers, 
with Pitt I s ano our Sneaker I s 9nee<'heR on the unj nn, and a 
nanmblet which, there is lj ttle doubt, was written by 
Emmett. Hr. Dickinson and you are quite out in your ·101 j t:l.cs. 
I fear the unjon may nass; but, believe me, :lf it does, it 
will be no reason for ym1r being permitted to return to this 
country; rm te tbe contr~ry_: but you coulo nevf"r thlnk on 
oubl:lc metters aR does :your affectionate wifA. 11 

",June 29th, 17~9. You talk of tb e Am.er:i cA.n ~11 ma tP; 
but thiR, l:ike tl-ie 1"1"'Yiners of the neople, :ls :rnucb chanri-ed 
since you first knew it. The winter here, as I tole vou, 
was dreadfully coln, end indeea we perlshed until this month, 
when it set in so hot, that this clay week was hotter than 
any t"'ing-- I ever felt. The consequence of this suddP.n 
chana;e is, that we ·have all got colds; but the worst to 
me is, that every time it blows too hot or too cold, I feel 
j t. at my heart, from the idea of vvhat you may be suffering 
from the excess of eithe-r>. s~metirnes T say to myself, At'A 

the ')eople or the climate reallv so changed'? or is it that 
beinP- separated from hiT".1 J love, ever:1 t' i.n£ is to my dis
tempered fancy altered? If thi:::: is tbe case, may not the 
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same cause produce the Sf1T'1e effec+. i-n you, and ive to 
ArleI'ica ~nd its jrirabitants nany of their faults? 11 

",Tuly 2~th, :. 799. To any WP. 1 1 ·· rcli:ned persons, nd 
there~ scJrre s11ch, your ent1P 0 v0urs to ur c rP an in
depende ce 1:'y industr:y, situated es you are, rrust. anpear 
hip;hly 1~udable, and worthv nnly of urq•se •••• I am not., 

ny rrore than yo 1, riven to prophecy; but ·t ~ not ne
cesc_,ary to be ~ifted with tbis, to foresee that ere long 
a li.m ted rron rchy will be established -n '""rs:i..nce, which 
w.i.11, for a tiMe, at lea~t, ive peace to bleedine; Europe. 
TT,iR is my oni.n m, at least; but 00 not knovi that it 
is any other p rso:ri 1 s; and ac.- I never pe k o:r vr.riite on 
noli 1-1.cal subjects, I should not have mentioned it., but 
that J t11. k -it the best chence we h9.ye of our ffairs 
being settled satisfs tor:i ly. 11 

"May 1st, 1800. Bread J:-,as bee, s·xnence a ound; 
it is now, th nk nod, somewhat he ner •.•.••• These circum
stances will not revent ITY ioinjn~ nu tb~ ·~st nt T re r 
of yolr being in f~rope, thou h I should run away and walk 
the Journev: but - hooe better than this, arid tr1 st that 
thi:> oodnio~~ of God, wh ch ras so lon su no •ted Me, 1 11 
now enable 'ile to settle every t -inp; in some dep-ree to my 
satisfact'on. Tn loRe cour e in such a situatiori is to 
lose every thino-. 11 

11 A~ust 16th, 1800. T }:,ave before said T a promiseq 
letters of recommend.a.ti on, as soon a it is knovm where we 
'118 to live; jn what style they wilJ be I c nl"ot say, but 
T th nl{ the Ch,., ce lor will do the best he can fn:r us; and 
from men of science bere I shall rave letters to men of the 
same ort in rerm riy. Ten thou Bnd th J"\ks for yo 1r thinl ing 
of my good friend •ig ns •••• There are 0 nrne c ses., my good 
friend, in which to 11nn0Re t}:,e no R bj) itv i..::- to :rJske the 
real.it"'r. vou eynect to find me altered, so much ~s to 
fe r we sr A] 7 not ·ain be as happy as we were. ....n nerRori, 
to be su:re, I am altered; per ans also i manners. ·when 
you recollect the scene I have l1ad to go tb.rough, and the 
co,lr c·e that was ece<:1°ery for them, you wiJ} naturally 

u pose that the'T'e is more of 'ndenendence in my char <'te:r 
,.,nd manners than there wai'\ when you left me. This however, 
w O even then c0M'np f st· ~ must own I think it an 'rnnrove
ment; nrenQre your elf to think so, and re t asRured my 
heart and mind are just those you have so lo'n. loved. 11 

/From var·ous o E1sages in r. Rowan's corresnonde-nce his 

opinions in favour of the union were very strjk·nr an'l decided. 

rldressin · his f-ther, he wr·tes, 11 Januar_1, 1799. conr-ratul te 
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you unon the renort ch snrea s e e t~at 

Tn that me Qure ~seethe downfall of one of the most corript 

s~emblies, T bel'eve, ever e ted, and nste d of an emnty 

t'tle, source of i duf'tr ou.s enternr5ze for tJ:,e people, and 

the n-e c of f e Al ri Q to<' c,r. '.!J 

From r. To W~s. Ro~an 

"Januar_x 10th, 1799. 0 succes~ to the 1 n··on, if ·t js 
intended. You may r ve hP.,rd r1e deele.re the same oni'l"1ion 
lon< s5 ce. It t kes a feather out of the fret rran's 
cap; but · t will, I think, nut m ny a u ·ne n. tbe poor 
man I s pocket. 11 

11 Marcr 15th. The eovernment nr'ntt=-r rns, t A other 
d v, nublished letter in riis newspa...,er, in wb ch, among 
other cur·ous par ~raphs are the follow~ :- 1 That the 
con t~tution of these states' (alasl bow often, i co -
versation w'th noor Tone, have T ur@-·ed that the Americ n 
were far off and looked br ~ht!) 1 is a mere substittte for 
a better; more untenable than a house on a qu"cksand: •••• 
That the state governments are 1 ike a -f rrow of .., · P'S 

insulting- the old sow: (Eler·AntJ) 1 that universal s1.J1frage 
is only the ri~ht of nuttin~ ~ paltry piece of ry~per 
into a ballot-box once or twice a year: •.••• that re~ub ·~e ism 
~s tre righest note i the e8Jllut of non ense: ••••• that 
newsnaper re the .r:reate t curse a countrv can h ve; and 
American r ner orse tan any ot ers: •.•• that trie 
macistrateci and lerey are-the former pickpockets end 
b ""k robbers; a~1 tre latte berd of ~tock-~obbi~g 
priest , ~ t t cldnc; tlie tr e fai t . 1 And the ct·re 0 t:be e 
i ~ chan;,::-P of government 1 I rave beforP. t01 n "ro 1 T 
tho 1,... t 1 h .... ·n,~, wFethAr r.: r-:bt o ""< ri,,., w s tenrled; 
T told you it would not be effected vd trout blood; and 
therefore so far from w· b'n5 you ~ere, T i'shed trnt I 
we A q a" from thj~. ~~e t'me then w.:11 come, ano T sh l 
ne rps be r.ere i~ de ~itP of my eJf. I beein tot~~~ th~t 
the only m,e t~on a ..,oor m n Ahould a"'-k b"r2self 'ci, 1 Lnder 
what government srall ,.. work least, ,..et m.o"t., and , ee'["I what 
I o-et? 1 I this v~ ew, to u. e an America tP.r'11, T w0u C' 

v0c te. an union in Ireland, which will throw work jnto the 
C<'lb' , nd t e triple tict E'"'- and tet"'tb of ·,.,co>l"e, 'c. '·c. 
out of the rich m n's ~ouse. In future ti~es, ho1ever, T 

ave no do 1.rt but ITode will be adopted bet-i er than an 
now known, and I am fortified ··"" this on~"' on from the 
e;reat no i j ., of convulq'o ·n this country, wh ch 
has cert· l., theoretically the roAt freA rove~-runent 
e istine;; for except ~n the instances of some fre.e · tates, 
where the le ~slatures ass1me the rjprt (as it is aid, 
under a misconstr ction 0f the constit' t_.rr, by tho e wro 
opno e it) to elect senator~ and a point electors for 
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choos in"' tre res ·i dent, every off'ic e · s fillFd by t:be 
neo· le. The stran~e o nromJse betwee~ t1e tRtes 
n0Q~ess ·ri("!' c,,lf:11 e<:1: and the other<:! · ~ ·,.,nPed J11dicrou~. 

i 1 ves make one free man, ,.,d ive a vote in con~e
crnence to the r oropr:i etor. It w0 s somewh t on this 
nri,.,ciple, I suppose, t t forr1erlr o-ne "Rnn-1isrun n wa 
eouA..l to ten Rrenchrnen, • E. D. '11h s suY)eriori ty seAms 
to be kent un at sea, rhere the most ab o 1 te desTJotism 
rel ·-ns. Fow is this? ~ecause in that ervice, "J1P'Y"it, 
rofessiori 1 q]_one, leads to promotion. ·-ro eirhty-four

rrun shin b sever descended from f'ether to son. 11 

"Anr J 15tb, 1799. ':::'here are so many :r,ew events turning 
up in-your country, that there is no foreseeing what w Jl 
be the issue. But of this: am ~orally certain, that the 
troubles in Eurooe w:ilJ incre e rather than dimi-nish; 
and this elone keens me i,., suspense as to leavin · America. 
ere I mad w:i.th prophecy, I would utter strong but by no 

me~ns imurob ble sente-nces unon All the monarchies of tbe 
old world. ;:i.ut I canY1ot t 1 nk that these thinFS are acting 
in order to the accomnlisbrnent of th-t which a 0 written. 
It ~eems to me that all revolutions re effectRd by co-
o Prat.ion of the benevolent nd ambitious ~~inst the rich 
and. the corrupt. As soon as the revolutlon is consolidate, 
t o e \fbo Mere benevolent beco 1e corr•upt from power, and 
the mb t ous rnqke them their n'Y"e--r, and in t e:i.r turn fall 
before a new oalition. I arri almost sent to Coventry here 
by the Iri h, for ~y on·nions concernin a un:ion. I am, 
n" usl1,1, obsti ate as a pi , and mutter 1un·on, or---
The army have retu ned fro:r1 hiladelph a, havin'· acted as 
an army let loo~e al 1pys , llact, even thou~h it srould 
belon~ ~o the freest d most en :i-htened n· tion." 

11Balston <3nrin ·~1.._~_P.temb~r, 1799. I wrote on the 
back of a letter which T left at 11 ew Vork, a passed 
t1rough to t1:is pl~ce, 1 on the road to Sarato a. 1 : do 
not know vrether you ever-received the only letter which 
could -n a de~rree ex,-,,1 ai.n tJ:,is j 01 -r•ney of hov t 500 m·· les. 
r. Rodney w s il .. t lbany; his family were in distress; 

hews RUpposed to have no friend ~it him; his wife in
sisted on joinin · him; ~er father would ,.,ot con ent to it; 
and sort of compromise took nl CA 11nor, my undert 'I.ring the 
journey, nd T):romi!'dn them all due at ention. I arrived 
here in si d ys 1 very ft· uing journey; for the road was 
mis rable to·war s the latter end; but if travel 1 ·inf all day 
and the greate t part of the rd ght had not, with some th ng 
el e, de a ened all sources of leas l .. A, I I1'l, t h ve been 
delighted with the ~cenery on the bar,ks of the orth river 
all the way from 'ew York. The distant views of the 
C ts kill mountains, wr ich are )art of the Allegany, wer 
superb; ,.,ever have seen such heights. \Then I a,,..r.•ved rere, 
I frund Podney l d wr tten that most alarmin letter, which 
occ .... in ed ..,,.y jourriey, 1,,_ fit of desnofldency, d that 
he was as vell as ~r,~ man liable to tt ck from i~~i~estion, 
~ ich, however, were very severe . ~h-~ spot js in rollov; 
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the hills which 1'1.Ake it a ba,wn ~WA bPen coveren 
with p ne trePs. Thi.c:i. s called e D~ nA-b .,,,re'l1, and 
would hR re been less dic:i. - reea le to tl"e e~ e, if they 
r c1 not, by cutt;nr the bar'c, killed all the trees, 
wr.ich are now so m4ny r ed ~oles, some fal:en, some 
fal 1 in • he Qccori"l'od ti ons re a lon frame-h011 e, and 
tr-·s divided by a gallery, ori each side r,f 1h.ich are sn1 lJ 
r oons just. b enou rh for a pallet bed and a trun with one 
ch ir, and not~in~ b t bo rd partltions. I ve one of 
these, which adjojns that of a Boston youn lady, her 
atteridant lover beine::: on the other side of ..,er. I hP-a 
more than prudence would dictate. ~here iR a stranre 
f ilif'lr-"ty amoni:r the ym,th every vr:bcre; it cthocks at 
first, but :bas at le-n th becol'J1e fAni'iliar; and now w~tbout 
the lea t sur r1se I can see two or three youn 1ad1e~ ard 
a entleran in the corner of the room locked in each others' 
arms, an" roMpin0 to excess. I ~ave now v·sitec.'1 the so ins 
of Sarato ·a, about eig t mile from hence. The waters taste 
nearly a t~ose r,ere, w~ich are like Selt?er water withs~ t 
in it. ~he s,rin · at SarAtO h~s risen out of the earth, 
end formed, es ·t constantly rose, a mound of etrifact~or., 
out of the centre of wh ch it con tan t-ly flowed; 1u,tiJ about 
fifteen earct · re, when t· is crust or ro(' crac{e~, and 
the w ter is .,..ow about four feet lo 1er tr n the surface over 
which ·t used to fJow •••• ..,.. hall close tbis at AlbR. y, wh ther 
r sh 11 ro nd wa t few d , u-ntil Fn ney dP+erw-·nes 
wret...,er t e late alter tion -·n t e weathe r-i 1 o occa.R o 
h 1 s leav ·'Y'IP' the snr nO's. This rran al o l0ves R • fe b1,t 

A en~o R 11 o Pr ~oc etv; hP an j0 es, nay, he 4 

orry when a younu )' l"' l~y lf':=ve. t'"' P .,ere he now 
h1hr:ib • t • 

11 Herf' , C1.entE",,..., e,,, 11 t'l-i, q A.lb r>F> 

RornAv t deter1ri'.nt=> ·9 qr,f--i'i-w19, qnT r-p ('lA(' 

vri 11 A~ t'l-i.er le VA t s on Thursday for rew Y0r"k, or we. t for 
Shnuld 1 be re ved, ~ w~11 ~0 ana AA the warm sprin s 

~d ~ curious soc ety c 1 1Pi t-hE" ~h ~in~ u {E"rs, 
w1"r.h · ts v·e:·..,·ty. They renou 'e the IV'Orld, like 
the Ch rtreux; 'ut they rende tremse1ve 1sef,1 to Rociety 
b emp]oy n~ tl-1emselves ··11 r ~sin fowl, and c• t'vat·inr. 
lar e arclen • "?vAry tr~nr 1.ct in O1:rmon Amon· them; and I 
have heard ~U<' .cir.counts of theJr re 11lRt·o11s as wotld tn
duce 11'.'e ro join them, were it not for· tre absurditv of their 
rel i wi ous oractices. Yet you would say to e, 1 her•A do 
yon expect to find oerfecti.on?" 

"Seote nber 19th, 1799, on the ort 1 or udso•1 river. 
r:w:n a?i"hfi""rea towy constant p"act·ce 0. ~o-nf·~11u1ncr ""mi 

Tr· l--rna-.,, anrl ot meddlin"' :vith Arlerlcan nolit .. cs, I lave 
·ad-!:; e satictfact1on of rAce·v·•,-,rr ar1{ a civilit·ec:; from 

any a ·ree le nePsons of both parties here. T S"'10>"1t a 
d~ r ab -r. al ton I s, near the wells, and have bePn much 
and kindly oressed tons~ some t·~e :vith a ~r. Van ,ess, 
belor Alba y •••• This is the Recond tine T have e~b rkel o 
th; co r·ivPr, on my return to .Jela ·· re. 'i1he first t '1'e, 
Rodney a d I rot int a boat crowded by fr0v1zy Dutch wome,., 
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a1d t elr s~1alll~.c- brats; he eat low-air· ed, - 1d we 
nrevailed rm n0ther b0 t to 1 i e t0 for · q, wl i l.e WA re
embar' ed for lb<:p-iy: nc novr, as we 9.ve a fair w·r , T 
w"ll nnt close .,.,,~r 1Atte· urd· 1 ,e ·et to Amboy, whi ther 
t' is ves-:tel is bo :nd. y t is rre.an° we ,.,.ot '1A.St ew or1 , 

w ere the fever rar.re wi tr tncreaseri violence. 

11 111.llrsda •~enln • The wind las f'a lle..,, and the tide 
a.,.ainst us:--3-i,c ours' clelay. \ ell, it f:!Vf"; P18 an oonortmity 
of ettin.c- on s' nre, anc'l ,.,etur·1ing to AJhany, :vhere T had 
for· otte the lar e k · e you sen!"; out to 1Tie. ~n thi. ~ ri "e 

h rl a"' • n, '1q I cons tantJ y rave, occasion to love and 
res 'Jee t the lov1er or11.er of r,,en, w1-, en uncon ta.111.inate., by too 
'11Uch i-ntercourse with their ~noeriors. lost me of m:v 
!""]nves, nd avin,. E1e~rc ed bac'l{ the roai for ""t in v n, 
I cc, t;·i n ed J"'l"''" routr->. Overtakinr a e(l'ro, I threw r · m the 
other, saying th t 'J had lost the fellov1 011 t:bn. t 1--, ill sor1e
Vll'h ere; that oe + ans he mi ·ht ind it, and e never was 
nossessed of' sue 1 a pai.r in hi9 1 · fe. 1 (rrl-oey were the last 
')f six air ills sent me out.) The felJow smiled. ' o, 
Master, yon ot lost it; here it is; ' ant~ re too c t1e 
el low out of · s bosom :md ave t'hem ot to rie, And th" 

J'l1 n wa slave, whose portion was stri-..e"', nd black do h·s 
ap'Jella t ion fro r. whey-faced c11.r~ t · n l 11 

11 Brandyw··ne, ~ove1nber 17th 1799. iss Vin·in"' lately 
forced elo"se unon me. T 01 n not red the accm1nt of 
,ulie's 1:1 e "nd deat~ over ag n fo y inducement; 
my head ached the whole day after . bat a foolisb thine 
it is to run to fiction for 1TI 0 seryl ut, lec~1re over, 
the p i.,, is succeeded by nleasure; not so in 1-· f,::,. 11 

"December 10th, 1799. J VP. P"Ot two nets beside9 
C rl_e_ ~ lly, cat a_.,.,_,j_ qu rrel. o y0n ,,ot mnder 
al-: the altP.ration which atta~hes me to rri.y quondam Mortal 
eneMy, cat? Ohl I m stly ltP.red in t'hn~e resoects . 
But ~t- t.he sarre ttme I p,1 1 t allow that ,,7 nuss i not. n al] 
resoects feline, for he will walk out a q•ootln vjtr,_ Me 
in the n, Qn~ such a whillaloo s she sets n i the 
woodA when she Tti"i O e rre, or r. B.ooinson, who inde.P.a ..,,0"' 1 y 
P•~es her as a ferret to rtve the rabl:li t~ from under the 

ock • '' 

11 :'f-'l , y 30th, 1800. ,,,he eo od neonl of tl1 · s 
COl ntry are 111ad . is s carcely a laroe to ·n on the 
continent were a.shin~+~,, b 8 nc, een bur"ed twice; and 
o hi birt~- day, thP 2 1th of bebru ry, he i to be buried 

rr in lover the c -,t · ,,,ent. The 1 elec--f1.nte 0 1 of i lrn · nP-ton 
arP. r w·n.o- lots wh-"ch srall be the for-Eun te sixtAen who 
re t') re )reserit tre ~ · xteen states in the >rocession, an 

ween, nd w- il, an0 :mourn the J:iero 1 s de th. I respect 
Jashington 1 s cba,.,acter, an~ would peroetuate 1 ~s Memnry. 
This monotonous buryin~ narcel of empty cof'ins may 
"nd cate an er1·~ tene~ nation, ut surely it is no nroor 
of t~e1r fancy or · nren ty . nr. rieRtley · R nubl shed 
some letters fn the oeopJ.e of orthllMhPrl · rl, which l'lA 
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,,c•' critif'ised b· those c 11Rn ariqtocrat", becau he 
disa1 roves !"lf the alie.., and sed•t;on 1 ws: and further, 
al thou· --e • not a native AmPr; C'A."', he ra.s b c'I. the pre
surnpti on to :oropose some a,,,..endment--;-to tl e on tit tt· on. 
rrhe :Jocto wa f0rc d 0 '11to this pl11'lic t-tnn of ··s senti
ment, by paragra>hs s·m lar to one I shall cony, which 

ounded n Cobbett 1 , Renno I s, and p_..,..ovrn I s oaners :-
1 I hope to see the ~ali nant old Tartnuffe of rorthu berland 

beo- in,... is bread throu ·h the streAtc, of h"ladelnhia., and 
endin~ rs days in a ooor house, witl o t ~r·e d to lose 
his eyeq l I cm, ln '10t curse the cl,rser tb1rn. ow 1a.J l I 

_fjt1r'i word to blesR you nd yours? 11 ~:-

11 i/ilmivi ton, June 4th, 1 ·800). rhere are a t'1ousand thinr,s 
from w·-i-ch I cam,ot-detach 1 V e1 f, which have been, and 
~ay aga be l qe·f\11 to me. 'rhey swel 1 y eq 1 io ee to about 
one ton and a r~lf of ~easurement; but I canDot help it; 
they are the companions of my distress, and I sometimes 
flatter myself they will bet e witnP.s::,, of my felicity ••••• 
T hnve no f a.rii ly now· I r-ave r1 cat to an affectionate, 
indus~rious countryman · }-l n T v oinrr to "R~l ti:r1ore: 
al"y, trio1e- bred up with r1e, rlesert :nv oof for a better 

fires ~e and hung beef for re breakfast. If ;t were not 
for the expense, I would travel after Chnrles, as Sterne's 
Peasant in search of his ass. ~oor f~ loql erhaos t e 
ell he const ntly set uo when he lost me may have cau Bd 

his de ~h. Did you nev':lr red, the title at least, of a 
'l")l v of mere11ce, 1 The Self-tormentor'!' 1 l ...•• ' h ve put 
up snl'l1.e tr·f'l [ n"Lec c:i of netr·f ction and S"' r, ·c. for 

1 le r. Fow n w s ~Tet hec:,it t Yl.O' t p.oin· to America, 
she writes- 11 Vcw hn1rl 0 1 t a stro:n,.,. · lcer1ent wben yo entio,., 
our l 1 v ng near Pri·es tley, '1-iose Chr·· s tian doc tr~n nd 
scl~nt · fi c knowlea e T so hi[ l:r recmect; but then c T 
w sh to eo to a co try where a n"lra"'r l)r o vulrr rand 
i"lhuman c0nl o be tolerated ? 11 r. Rowan speaks of Frie tJ Ar 

~~ "~oe · !il, aff ble, nd ood-nat1 red. 11 

l 
e ms in dan er also of becomin/J" !'!eco11d Tirro.., ~r1. !-!/:in-

t opos; for hes ys 11 of late I am become a perfect Misan
thro>e; or at least I love no one, and ..,o one Joves me, and 
the sooner the decertion of life is over the better." 



-50-
111etin 
Snecial 

for y0ur friend .. r. i · ·i?'ls; r wi 1 s e-nd hi>n a specimen 
of the soap-sto~e, wh ch from its extreme softness when 
taken out of the n r y, and hardenlnf afterwai ... ds in the 
air, is rmcb 1.1 ed. There is a kind of beetle here, more 
nowerful, and quicker in its ooer tion thaP the ~~an~ h 
fl es;/ he hall have so'Tle of these, and al o some of tbe 
locusts w h ave anneared tri s ye r, and 13.re said to 
sink in the earth for seven or e·(1'~t VAPr"' and to be a 
long r·· s·i • 'Phere are few persons he,...e to as · st 7'1.e ·n 
the collection, and you know I a.r1 no n t,,.... list: but 
tr~flin~ st eRe thjnp~ ~ay be, tl ey w111 ITar{ a w·s~ to 
'>)1e~ 0 e the (1'e.,,,tler1 n froM whom you :Cave received attertions 
wh ch d'verted y0ur thoughts .from scenes ln which you b ve 
had -no pl 0 i:v~ant nart to ct. nowever>, th t • 0u may have my 
stnr,: too, T Met ~t Paltb1ore a young man of tl e n8.me of 
C,udlow, a.bout thirty years of ,-re; he wa taken, when an 
infa1,t, by is f~t er, to frontier nost on the Ohio, 
J{enhJ. key. The expression of his co n1tenance s very 
different from that of ciuil'zed 1;f'e; heh~ a w-tld 
entbu8:i ast · e" e, a.pr, ~ret so mj 1 ed w ..._ the c,erene soft
ness of the Indi n character as to bee c antinrr; temperate 
both n eatj_ng and c.'lri.,.,k""F', perha1s from frequen.tly wQnti..,f 
both for a lenEt of tj"l'IP, wblle reRie~ed · n the ~0rr 0r 
1,ent prisoner by the Tndia.ns. R1 t T !'l'tl forcret t;i J my 
s tl"'lrv .,,, t e "Dr s es of the reco 1nte;r. Tb.P e is a certain 
Iri hman in !1 is ..,e i ·ribourhood, of the ame of Weldon, whn 
has re8l. eri a fortunP of some 1i '"'1litude b~r at ·ng: w;1r=i 
h0r es on the s~~n5 territory, w i~ he sperm~~ ion 
to do on payin nne-e· th of dollar for each lorse he 
ca tcl--ies, to the ,.,.over r1en t. Th.i be rH,rfor 1s i tr.e fo lo..,~ nrr 
mR-n~er. Fe ~et out on traine 'horse, with a c0'l of rone, 
one end of w~·('h ·s ~Q"'tened rot.., is steed's necl, Pn 
the ot Ar is t~ e<'i i~ "l ; )_; ot; the co· 1 lies /"'I Pr s 
rm. F v·"r,r- n tched 11>)0n the hor~e 1hi ch he r1eRP"' to take 

o t of the f:rRt herd he meet, re rides f 1lJ "lneed at 
h m, nrl, w:.. tli a dexter'i ty whi ('h is seldom fo · ed, t rows 
trie noose OVAr the AQ~ of the f' w1n~ n·m 1 u; own ro~Re, 

s soon as :be f'nds the ro e "l trrow,-,, c:tt0nc; ~ nrt, C1l ats 
tillon s breecri, and t'h owtnz 1 ri h1s head the bite which 
was rN111:i his ne lt bears bel"'ind h's e~rs, ,~,..,·1e the ti btened 
rr~e draq the noo e clo er ~ n°t the wind-pine of the 
other, wh ch be no- thus choked f lls to the ground, and is 
Lnunedi tely manacled. 11 

f 
Prob bly the canth<ir~s vittata of FABRICIUS, which i'1 the 

United States of America aboun q on the notatoe-nla.nts. 
As to the locusts, YAL', ~n his Tra,rels to orth Amerjca., 
mentions a species which appears fl about every sev0-nth year 
in incredible ~umbers. ~hey come out of the gr und i'1 the 
middle of 'If , , and make, for six weeks to<"ether., such a. 
noise in the trees -nd woods, that two persons who meet 
j-n quch ulace cal'\not understand each other, unless they 
spe le louder than t loc1 t<> can cbj r • 11 -Ed. 



11 hi 7 del n i f1, ,Tune 30th, 1800. r. T)ickinson 
sserts tr t the acconnliRhment of the union will brine 

further indulgence to tJ:,e 'Y)Olitic·l sinners of your country. 
I h ve no 1ch ;dea, notwithstanc'linn- the f vours wJ:, ch I 
have received in your uerson from the Ch nce1 lor, its 
nrofe ed qdvoc"'tP. R -the-bye I h~vP. read hi<:! speech 
on th s subject, wh·c.1. nroves one tr n'- evirlent y, that 
tbe nrese't"\t, or ra her t!,e late ,..ove .,., 1ent of Irel nd, m 
dis raced by shamele9R, corr11'1"), olic-arch·c.., stoc cy, 
wh se ~o e oueht to be done aw y, s Robeso·erre said about 
Pa l"e, 'for the c;ood of both countries. 111 

C APTER XtII • 

~. "r"ff"th 1 s sketch of a ~etit" n-Rensons for reject-
; n ~ it-Letter from Lord 0 a tlere ,...h, with perm~ «s ton for 
: r. 11.ow n to f!O to ")enmark-Leave America-embarlcs for 
Hamburgh--,Tournal of h 1 s voyar,A--Fel l0w-'l")"'S en ers-'I\ dam 
Beche- Young D e-- nerMan flute-:3o de ">Y nr v teer-
Al tercat · on w· t the cantaj n- P.a-" cknes s-- mi--e two m"'te 
!)e~o r· cy, by wbom sti,,.matize -Xi'a!i.r 'ill- ,...rives t 
~ amburgh- w ts on the British ninister- P-oes to rube --
etition to tbe King~ 1Bvrrie induces r. Steele to uromote 

its success-Letter fro~ Lord Cl e- nr"ffith w ·t on 
Lord Pelham- .[essrR. T<'i tzo-erald and Byrne pardoned-
Rowan Is ardon under consideratlon- etter from r. teele
Allowed to reside in Enrland--L 0 wyers 1 opinion th this 
oardon ou~ht to ~e passed, de the r,reat seal of Tr la~d-

21 tervle ~ 'fl. th ord Cas tlerea0·h-Apnl i es to the Duke of 
p~,... land for leave to reside in Ireland-ilead~ 'i 0 ·rdon 
i"" the T ino- 1 s Fench, Dublin-- Addresse tt--e Court. 

1he yerir afte,... my rriv 1 in Americ , but before I rad qc'IP, 

n essay towards ndenen ence, I rece ved a letter (of ·hich the 

f'n lowing is an extl•act' from a mo t v lned and lncere f i 1=md 

in Ireland, thoueh of very different nolit'cal sent, ents, 

adv'sin me to netit on rovernment for a nardon; and he sen Me 

sketch of such a petition she thou~ht would re~tore me with 

honour to my friends and country, but wh ch I could not ubsc~·be. 

Ricb 0 d ~r ffith, sq. To A.~. Ro\ ~n, lisq. 

1117°6 

u •••• 1'rs. Rowan has, J den bt n0t, aC'C1,,ainted yo1 
with the friendly conQuct of the Lord Chancello~, and of 
the strone ~igpo 1 1on e feel, and h"s une u~vocally e -
pre ed, to s st in obta1ning your uardo • : thoueht 

t advis ble tl,erefore to s ow l ·m your letter to 'tie. 
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vhe~ he reRd lt he ~eemed affected by-~, and 0 aid he 
w~9hed vou would exnreqs the same 9e-nt·ments in form of 
a Detit::.on to h s uajAsty, writcen anri st ned by yourself' 

nQ sena it, to 'rs. Rovan, q9 he 1id not doubt it miNht 
be a meanc, of ob t in·· nr a free nqrdo for you · ren oeace 
was made. Let ne tbe .fore entY'e4t ~y dear friena to 
lose no ti~A ·n fuLtilling his desire. 7 have sketched 
my idea of the nature of this etitio'Yl in the following 
words, and you m~: e~t er ado to writes ch an one as vou 
thi-n1• fit. 

11 'Po the O"-'t 0ece lent ajesty, the Bumble 
o ' lrcf "fqld *q--,'lton ow8.n 

11 ay it lease your ajesty, 

11 is[: ded by false l.;e:tt, and hurried 
aw y by presumptuous sPlf-suff-{ciency, your petitioner 
dared for a mor'len t to e tertai"n the wild idea 0f' ende ,rn,J. -
i~~, by ~id of your ·esty 1 s enenies, to reform what he 
deemed the riev~nrP9 of hiq native crn1nt~y; out by the 
intervent·on of Divine Providen~e t e schene of oe9truction 

W$'.\ -r n°t ted, Rnd your netitionAr, ha,~1---ed and con-
founded, fled froM the justice of t:bat country. ~ortun.<itely 
f0r , nu Pt· ti oner, he took :ref1H"P wi t;h a "'nt.·i 0n wr ose 
mex·l"tJ.s of liberty, nd wbose h0ldness i,., o,rf'rt ,,-,n-·nP' every 
order ·n soc5e v, he had been tau ~"'t to ad ire and revere. 
vour oeti t 1 on A,,. rema i ri ed yr,r:i.r i Pqris dur · nn- the rei n 
of Robespierre, d W8° ·,., much :ess than h lf that; time 
f 71.7 conv·nced by the most incoY1trovert:ible evidence, 
nrod11ced by e ch sucreeding din I s exper· ence, tbe-1-; no eviJ s 
i'!'l rover:rn'lent can equal in severity anrl r'l11ration th 
calamities ne~essarily·atte~dqnt on rA11in i~t.o action the 

ower of the ·1ob; a truth which, 1mtll lt rns pro ed by 
the concurr·nr tes imony of fac~ 'l'")assin before l'R eyes, 
y0ur> riet· tt n er was oc, far from bel·i ev·n,.,. as he is now ""roM 
doubtinE• Dis"'Usted by the scenes of earn '"'"e which b0urly 
0rrtlp·ed the ubl ·c attent on durinp, his stav at a.,.,ie, your 
etitloner at lenrth obta·ned 0T'Mission (a.Pter reryeated 

ent e ty) to leave country noor1ed 0 m5sery by the Si:!llle 
oresumptuous confidence in f'rilse nbiloso y which ha mi'3-
guided your ~etitjoner. vour petitioner vin~ ~roceeded 
to Americq, and ravin~ rd full t;me to reflect on the foll 
and turl'"'i tude 0f :i ronduct, is stron"'ly im re ed w:i th 
the desire of m~·c-i.n the only atone 1ent in ris oower to 
hi nj1 red c01 '11 ry, by a n11bl ·ic co fesslon of is guilt. 

t1He t' eref'ore humbly ·mplores your H8jest 
to ccent the dee~ rnn ti0n o r rt truly pen·t nt 

')T' '1'")" 0 t er,-.or , ,., frau ht vlith the war,.,,e"lt 11tt c- t to 
th P "T' i t · ~ nn qt- : tut-· on nc'l to v lllr O : e 0. hr I s nd 

'OV('l''l"\1 ent o 



}r. Rowan's Ariswer Be nee ·~ ~he Forego·nr Petit~on, 
rf'l--rnu r irs. Powan. 

"T"ecember, 17S6. 

11 •••• ne of the enc:.on~r•es v1l ic ~ recc·· ved b r 

rr. ~e · 11., mal~es ~ t nece,"' ar"'I for rie to t nbl P. "'rrm w~ th 
tris le~ter. xoect·n ~b t T shmi ~ crm lv with the 

'lVi c-e of ·r. f'riff-r th, you r-2ay ne lect inter•e<1t-",..., y ur 
fx•iends -· P your behal!'. T Uflt tbe1•efore tie ex lj cit· and 
as all the late new 0 tend to peace, I cannot be us ected 
of ~e~ret hopes. I neve .. will s· '"!' ny net~t on or 
d.eclRrat'on in favour of the Brltj_sh conRtitut··ol"l n rel nd 
wh'c eMhr ce ucr ~1 rant Dhuse a T rnve witnesRed, 
"nd of ,•tich I rpv been ··n some easure t e victiM; yet 
tr's seeMs reouis'te t~ be a _. te ral ~art of yap-
1;cat·on to be .ade i'>"l rri.y favour •. would have nrom·f'ed 

a "')e .. A t qu-· escence rrder the prese -1- ,,.overnment, e.nd 
sl 'iUld 1-- re been since ely 't''"ltf'fu:. to those w:bo had 
it in t:re r newer tri rtr:b rny famtly throu h Me, ~e for-
bore. ut my opi,,._·on"' were l"Ot bast'ly ado'l1ted· trey 
were ne:itr,,, .... thp resuJt of ..... ri e, f n.mr'it.:..on, nC'\r of va
...,it ; tlrny v1ere tre re8ult of Uie o t ature reflect·o 
of which I was caoable: they ca1"1not alter; and though 
T mi •rit de s 1.; from act-' n on them, i rever wilJ disovm 
them. If s1 ch <'m1dvct be erpectea froPJ r:ie, thPt T may 
be enabled t M0 k over my fortune to ynu and to tre 
ch·· 7 ciren, you should consult y ur friends upon v;bat 
rr'ode vmula be tre best fo yo, to '"'ur. 1 0, for T aM de
tP-r,,,·ned .11 

Nr"'. Po 1 n 'Q fr f on1 ac-t'i11 on the latte1 ~u est'nn: 

trat t e ro~e of a free n~rd0n -t that t1~e wust be 

h~~rloned, sre used alJ the intP •eQ in her ryowe~ to nnocure per

'Tli.~s on for• her huflband to quit AmericEi., and o to an country 

• rr · ff·i tl WPr>rrl v sAc0nded ber 

efforts, b, vri tin to the I-ord rh · ncel l or, Qnd c llj n on hi~ 

reneetedly tour e her srit. To the Chancellor's honor, bA it 

of :.r"'. ow 11 ""na :rer f · b; t' qr, he 

ave her os-1- jud-t cious qrj_v·· ce as to tbe m ne ·ement of her af'f'air , 

Q11d st o-""e"'tf'd such a course of con du ct to a' fovmr,, as led 

ultimRtPly to the accomolishnient of her wishes. At le~rth, in 
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September, 1799, she was gratified by the receipt of the 

following letter from Lord Castlereagh, with whom Mr. Rowan's 

father was well acquainted:--7 

Letter From Lord Castlereagh To Mrs. H. Rowan 

"Dublin Castle., 9th September, 1799. 

"My Lord Lieutenant having, by desire of 
the Lord Chancellor, stated to his Grace the Duke of 
Portland, that Mr. Hamilton Rowan was anxious to pro
ceed to Denmark from America, but that he was afraid 
he might be apprehended in his passage by one of his 
Majesty's cruisers; I am directed to acquaint you that 
in consequence of the favourable report made by the 
Lord Chancellor, of Mr. Rowan's conduct since he re
sided in .America, he will be secured (as far as his 
Majesty's government is concerned) in the refuge which 
may be granted to him in Denmark or elsewhere, as long 
as he continues to demean himself in such a manner as not 
to give offence. 

"I have the honour to be, Madam, 

"Your most obedient servant, 

"CASTLEREAGH." 

CMuch inquiry and discussion as to that part of Europe 

in which it would be most eligible for them to meet, had taken 

place between Mr. and Mrs. Rowan. Portugal was mentioned; but 

Rowan was adverse to a "petticoat government." Switzerland? 

A noble Bernois had assured him, that the reformists in the cantons 

waited only for the settlement of France to make alterations at 

home. Sw!den, Denmark, Holstein, Hanover, Weimar, were each 

subject of consideration. Mra.Rowan speaks of Brunswick as a 

desirable place, particularly for William, who had expressed a 

strong determination to go into the army. Again she says, 

"Berlin would be my wish, particularly if I could get letters of 



-55- Bulletins 
Special 

recommendation to Lord Carysfort, the English minister there, 

who spoke with friendship concerning you." At last 1t was 

* determined that he should go to Hamburgh; and accordingly 

he lost no time in making preparation for h1s departure. A 

journal of his voyage, in form of a letter addressed to Mrs. 

Rowan, has been preserved, of which the following is a copy, 

somewhat abridged:-7 

Return To Europe In The Year 1800 

"Not having any hopes of meeting my best beloved 
at Ham.burgh, I prepare this letter on board, which will 
announce my arrival, and be a sort of journal of the 
passage. On going to Philadelphia the last day of June, to 
enquire whether there were any vessels getting ready for 
Hamburgh, I found the brig Sally, Captain M1Call, which 
was to sail on the 6th of July. I returned immediately 
to Wilmington, determined to take my passage in her. 
I commissioned a friend to pay the forty guineas; for which 
sum I was to be provided with every thing. I collected 
all my engagements, and found that by drawing on you for 
E50 at ninety days' sight, and ElOO more at six months 
after sight, I should wash my hands of every thing in 
America, and leave it with about twenty guineas in my 
pocket. On Monday, July 7th, I went to Newcastle; the 

Ham.burgh would have afforded no security to an Irish 
exile without a protection from the British government. 
This at least may be inferred from the case of "J. N. 
Tandy, who attained the rank of general of brigade in the 
French service. He was seized upon the neutral territory 
of Hamburgh, and brought to Ireland, and tried at the spring 
assizes for the county of Donegal, in 1801; but by a compro
mise he pleaded guilty, and was suffered to leave the 
kingdom, and take up his residence in France. This afforded, 
afterwards, a specious pretext for the occupation of Ham.burgh 
by Bonaparte, and was adduced by him as an example and 
justification for his violation of the neutral territory of 
Baden, when he seized the Due D'Enghein. "-History of the 
French Revolution, Glasgow, 1829.-Ed. 
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captain told me that he had express orders not to take 
me on board without a passport. I gave him one of the 
two copies you sent me of Lord Castlereagh's letter, which 
was on paper with a crown in the corner; this he appeared 
to be satisfied with, as it was on stamped paper, though 
not in the form he expected. I now found that I was to 
provide my bedding. I had sold all my own for less than 
a quarter of its value. The worst mattrasses in Newcastle 
were from two to three guineas each. The weather was ex
cessively hot, and I determined to use the phaeton coat 
as a bed, and tack some towels together, if necessary, 
to have sheets, as I could not get at my linen. On 
Tuesday morning early I embarked, with a bag of bird-~eed 
and a red bird, a dozen of potatoes, a young opossum,~ 
and Sally. This opossum has disappeared since I came on board; 
whether he has died, or has fallen a sacrifice to a meagre 
tabby coat that is on board, I know not; but if the latter, 
I hope he will be accepted as an equivalent for my red 
bird and a fine bullfinch belonging to a German lady, a 
passenger. This lady is one of the numerous instances 
of the reverses in American credit. Her brother and her 
husband were, two years since, in the first line of com
mercial opulence; they are now completely ruined. The 
husband fled, and she follows him•••··••••···•• 

"JulS 11th. We have now been two days out of the 
pilot's ands, and have a fine breeze. Last night the 
opossum came down by one of the ropes from the top; the 
men at the helm cried out 'there was a rat eating the 
main stay;' all hands flew upon deck; the opossum was 
seized, but not secured, for he is gone again. 

0 July 13th. Until yesterday evening we had a tolerably 
fair wind. Having now a little better acquaintance with my 
fellow-passengers, I will introduce them to you, and begin, 
as I ought, with the lady. Madam Beche is rather handsome, 
and once was the belle of Hamburgh; she suckles a child of 
about eighteen months old, which is indulged in every thing; 
she crams, or permits it to be crammed with all sorts of 
salt meat, sugar-plums, sweet-meats, rhubarb, magnesia, 
goat's milk, punch, and gin toddy. I should be sorry to 
take as much of the latter as either the child or its mother 
does. And the mother wonders what can make her child so 
ill! This same lady thinks that hemp and canary-seed are 
bad for her bullfinch; so I have undertaken the care of it, 
and I do not know whether I am most in favour for not letting 
him partake with my red bird, or out of favour because I 
never cram the child or take him in my arms. As I can not 

* KALM, in his Travels in North .America, says "the opossum 
can be tamed so as to follow people like a dog.tr 
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Deutsch sprechen, I have not much of their clack. There 
Is another passenger in the steerage, a young Dane, whose 
relations live at Altona; he has promised, if I choose to 
remain at Altona, to procure me lodging in a private house. 
This perhaps may induce me to give up my former ideas of 
going to some neighbouring village, there to await your will 
and pleasure. 

"Monday, July 14t.!::• Inauspicious dayl foul wind and 
foul weatherJ We have, however, caught a dolphin, which 
is an occurrence worthy of notice at sea. 

"Wednesday, l1lf 16th. Foul wind these four days, and 
hard gusts forte ast "fhirty~six hours. I do pity the 
poor woman with all her fancies; but I pity the maid more, 
for such has been her ~ickness, that she fainted three times 
successively; notwithstanding, she i s kept running up and 
down for Charles, and when she seizes a moment of respite 
she is called a lazy slut1 

"Thursday, J!ly 17tB,;• Bad wind and foul weather. 
our passengers r se very late, which you know was always 
irksome to me, but at sea it is intolerable. By way of a 
silent employment, I once set about answering all your 
letters over again; but from the first attempt I found I 
had. better oe quiet. Some strings which had ceased to 
vibrate again showed symptoms of convulsion, so I laid down 
my pen and took up my German flute. Do you believe it? 
I can play 'God save the Kin~' and 1Foot 1s Minnuet 1 so 
that you could know theml A first, indeed, it might have 
passed for the 1Carm~nole 1 or 1Marseillois Hymn;' but 
during the long evenngs last winter, I could imagine no 
easier way of keeping myself out of bed and awake, than 
dis cord; . and having only Robinson with me, whom I seldom 
saw in the evening, I bought this instrument and tootle• 
tooed until ten o'clock. Miserable as my habitation was on 
the Brandywine, I left it with regret about three weeks 
before I departed from Wilmington to lodge at a Miss Hanson 1s. 
She had the care of three of her nieces, the eldest of whom, 
about ten years old, who has lost her father, took such 
a fancy for me, that I began to entertain hopes that I 
may not be disagreeable to my own children. She lamented 
that she had not a father like me, and she would never 
quit himl But this little lass had begged her aunt not to 
take me as a boarde~, having been prejudiced against me; 
while my bairns will look for me with impatience, and be 
disappointed in the object of their distant admiration. 

"July 18th. About noon this day we were boarded by 
what we supposed to be a British armed cruiser of twenty-
two guns, although she showed only American colours. This 
vessel detained us until near five o'clock, during which time 
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a fair wind had died away. The lieutenant had carried 
off my collection of letters, together with the captain's 
papers; they are, however, returned, and with much apparent 
reluctance we are permitted to continue our rout. 

ltJuay 19th• Since I wrote the above I have suffered 
a good eal from the ill humour of the captain. Un
fortunately for me, the privateer's men would not believe 
me to be the person I passed for, but insisted that I was 
either a Dutchman or a Frenchman, and that part of the 
cargo was mine; and I am told by a sailor whom they kept on 
board while they detained us, that the captain and all his 
officers were employed in looking over your letters for 
the greater part of the first five hours of our detention; 
while at intervals they attempted to bribe him to say 
that the cargo was foreign property. This being repeated 
to the captai~, he was so exasperated at being detained, 
as he said, on my account, that as soon as we were clear 
he insisted on my throwing 'those damned letters' over 
board. An altercation ensueu, during which he said many 
improper things, which I rebutted with great calmness. 
Indeed I ought to be ashamed that I do not always exercise 
that power of restraining my sensations which I exert at some 
moments. The only inconvenience I now feel is, that my 
bird sings so loudly and so early that he must be removed. 
Fortunately the weather is fine, and the wind fair, but 
we are as yet only on a parallel with Boston. I begin 
to fear that our German lady is a tattler, which is 
synonimous to a mischief-maker; this, however, does not 
affect me, as my only communication is with her bullfinch, 
which would die if I neglected it. The poor servant con
tinues sick whenever there is any motion in the ship. It 
seems to be the general opinion that she may die and be 
damned. I gave her two boxes of peppermint lozenges, which 
appeared to have good effect. I would advise you to furnish 
yourself with the essence, as well as with some of those 
lozenges. 

"July 20th. Fair wind, and running seven 
an hour. Whose is the log that can count the 
which my heart flits to meet its counterpart? 
knowledge my rroments of desponding: 

or eight knots 
rapidity with 

Yet I ac-

'I that loved her so well, grew old now as you see: 
Love liketh not the falling fuit, not yet the withered 1ree' 

Old Song. 

And whatever you may say, neither my mind nor my manners are 
improved by my residence on the western continent; and God 
knows at all times it was a strange medley of contrarieties. 

"i1ly 21st. Foul wind and bad weather. An exact 
atten on ·toaiscipline and an unembarrassed behaviour to 
the captain seem to have soothed his Eminence, which 
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I em not sorry for; an evidence of this is, that he this 
day called me to dinner himself, instead of sending the steward. 
No sooner 1n with the captain, than out with the mate. 
About four in the evening I took my flute; the mate came 
down, and, by way of a gentle hint, said, 'damn that flut9, 
I wish it was pitched into the sea; I shall get no sleep.' 
I made no answer, but went upon deck, cursing within myself. 

"Ju}y 25th. Foul wind from the 21st. '!his day on the 
banks o New?oundland; the wind being foul, we lay to and 
caught above fifty fine cod in the space of two hours. 
'Ihe cod, when taken out of the water and boiled immediately 
after, is by no means so excellent as in London; and I 
was surprised to find none of that curd between the flakes, 
which we look upon as the sign of fresh fish. 

"July 28t_h. Fair wind took us while we were on the 
fishing ground, but the weather was foggy and cold. Since 
our success in fishing, we have literally eaten nothing 
else. 

"Au,st 1st. With the exception of one day, we 
have Ea fair Though light winds. It continues very cold, 
and I have laid out only my summer-dress; but I will not 
venture to ask the hatches to be taken up in order to get 
another, although I am in such favour I believe I might do 
so safely. our dead lights being up, the cabin is very 
dismal. In every instance where one is to cope with 
ignorance, arrogance is the surest weapon. 'Ihe two mates 
eat at our table; the first is a young, conceited, forward 
chap, and, contrary to the usual custom of sailors, extremely 
fond of his belly; without ceremony helping himself to the 
milk of Madam's goat for his coffee, which I never touch, 
though invited; he manages the captain well; while the 
other, an elderly Dane, always employed, never noisy, would 
scarcely get any thing at the table but the refuse, if 
the passengers did not pay him more attention than his 
employer. I find he was first mate of a Danish vessel, 
the captain of which died in the passage; be then took the 
connnand. The cargo and vessel were sold in Philadelphia, and 
he might have retained his command if he would have sailed 
in her under Danish colours; but as she was now American 
property, his conscience forbade him, and he was turned 
adrift, to get back as well as he could; and he works his 
passage on board this vessel. Blush, ye great ones, at 
this and many similar instances of integrity in a class 
who do not put even Esquire after their names! Democracy 
is only st1gmntized as the Reformation, the Revolution, and 
every other 6reat change has been, because many enlist under 
1ts banners who are in fact aristocrats-many that have no 
principles-many who wish only to be enabled to lead dis
solute lives, free from censure; and these making commonly 
the greatest noise, they obstruct the progress of truth, 
and bring shame and trouble on those who are virtuous and 
sincere. 
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"August 3r~ This day a heavy sea swept our decks; 
we recovered our boats, and have suffered no matetial injury. 

"August 8th. We have a continuation of fair wind, but 
very unpleasant weather. I do regret my penury in not 
procuring bedding. The sun, however, begins to peep, and 
they say we are only sixty miles from Fair Hill, an island 
between Scotland and Shetland. 

"Au~st 11th. Here have we been beating these three 
days.is morning we saw land; the captain says it is 
Fair Hill; but the old Dane says, in private, that it is 
another island on which he was once nearly lost. 

"August 13th. The Dane was right. This morning we 
fell in with Fa'Ir Hill, and were boarded by a number of 
miserable fishermen, whose trade seems to be begging from 
ships as they pass. We gave them some old clothes, and 
they loaded us with blessings. As we shall now enter the 
North Sea, we look upon our voyage as being nearly at an 
end; in consequence, a thousand different plans suggest 
themselves to me. At Altona I will remain until I have 
enquired for letters; but it is likely I shall meet the same 
fate as I did in Philadelphia; I will allow, however, that 
my disappointment will be less surprising to me, as you 
had no great reason to suppose I could have arranged my 
affairs so as to quit America this summer, until you re
ceived the letters which I wrote on the eve of my departure. 
Having made these enquiries, I shall, I think, go to 
Wansbeck, within a few miles of Altona, in the Danish 
dominions. How do I dread that at last your affairs will 
prevent you from meeting me until next yearl I am sensible 
how great your efforts must be to accomplish it. No, that 
maxim is not true which bolds it ridiculous to expect that 
the same tender fondness should subsist between married 
persons at a more advanued age, which charmed their juvenile 
connection. My heart beats, I am certain~ with as high 
throbs of affection and anxiety for our expected meeting, 
as if I were of that age when you blessed me with the charms 
of seventeen." 

"Hamburgh, Ahgust 17th. I arrived here, as my 
letters from Cux aven havealready enabled you to judge 
I would, on this morning. The mail leaves this tomorrow. 
I have letters to deliver, and lodgings to procure, so 
for this day adieu." 

We had been but three days at sea, when we were brought to 

by a British privateer, who, in examining our papers, hit on a 

box of mine containing several letters from Messrs. Franklin, 
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Jefferson, Rodney, and others, which I had received while in 

America. These he thought it necessary to examine rigidly, and 

kept us following his course, instead of our own, for two days. 

This delay put the captain so much out of humour, which he said 

was owing to me, that to pacify him I threw the box which con

tained them into the sea, and thus lost several which I now regret. 

On my arrival in Hamburgh I waited on Sir James Crawford, British 

minister at that place, and showed him the above letter. He said 
those 

it did not authorise me to expect/attentions usually reciprocal 

between British subjects and their minister. As this occasioned 

my determination to leave Hamburgh, that emporium of merchandise 

and mischief, I went to Lubec, where I remained six months. 

Pages 393-397: 

With his American friends, particularly with Rodney and 

Poole, he preserved a friendly intercourse till their decease. 

The former, in 1811, writes from Washington, "What pleasure would 

it give me to see you once morel for I well remember your attach

ment, and your trip to Balaton for me. (See page 343.) I wish 

you would come and settle on the banks of the Brandywine; your 

old friends would hail you with acclamations of joy." 

Of this distinguished American lawyer and statesman the reader 

may be pleased to read the following account, in a letter addressed 

by Mr. Rowan 

"To The Editor Of Carrick's Morning Post 

"Sir, 

"The approaching decision of the United 
States of America, on the mission sent by Mr. Monroe to 
South America, appears to me pregnant with consequences, 
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ultimately, and perhaps not distantly, affecting the 
liberties of both hemispheres. 

11You have published the report of Caesar A. Rodney, 
which was submitted by the president to the American 
legislature. It may gratify some of your readers to be
come more intimate with that gentleman. 

11During a few years' residence in the town of Wil
mington, on the Delaware, I was happy enough to acquire 
the friendship of Mr. Rodney. He is of middling stature, 
has an ample forehead, rather fair complexion, a quick 
eye, and prepossessing contour of coljntenance. Mild in 
his manners, but determined in his conduct, he is of a 
retired and domestic turn of mind, living in the bosom 
of his family, with a most amiable wife. He practised 
as a barrister, with a proper sense of the dignity of that 
character. Frequently have I known him refuse a fee from 
a client, whose cause he thought might be unsuccessful, 
and constantly rejected any application to support a bad 
cause; and this he did while he enjoyed a very moderate 
income, and saw a young family increasing around him. 
His father, Thomas Rodney, was of the same stamp. He had 
been much persecuted by the malevolents, both in person 
and property, during the pursuit of that representative 
constitution, which is now the pride and the glory of the 
United States of North America. On Mr. Jefferson's election 
as president, in 1801, when the spirit of 1776 seemed to 
revive in America, he was called upon to represent the 
state of Delaware in congress, and his father was appointed 
chief justice of the Mississippi territory. 

"In 1806, Mr. Rodney was appointed by Mr. Jefferson 
Attorney-General of the United States, a situation of great 
confidence, as being a member of the cabinet, and of great 
knowledge and labour, being continually called upon by the 
President, the heads of Departments, and the Congress, to 
give written legal opinions; as also to attend all argu
ments in the Supreme Court. 

"In 1809, the writer of this received a letter from 
Mr. Rodney, containing the following extract, which is 
inserted to prove how much Mr. Jefferson and his friends were 
misrepresented in this country at that time:- 'On politics 
I shall say nothing; it would not be proper for me, and 
particularly to yourself, except that I hopeliiost sincerely 
war between tlie two countries may be averted. It is a 
desolating calamity which I deplore, and should wish to 
avoid.' He then continued to predict, what was found to 
be the case, that if war must come, the .American people, 
notwithstanding the reportsto the contrary, would act with 
an union and energy unexampled in history. 
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Mr. Rodney retired from the office of Attorney
General in the early part of Mr. Maddison•s presidency. 

From some extracts Mr. Rodney permitted me to make 
out, of an interesting account and genealogised history of 
his family,* written by Sir Edward Rodney, about 1640, 
be appears to be descended from Willi~~, a fourth son of 
Sir John de Rodney, whose two sons, William and Caesar, 
by his wife Alice, daughter of Sir Thomas Caesar, had 
emigrated during the civil wars. The former went to 
Antigua, and the latter to America, where he settled in 
the county of Kent, State of Delaware, and was the ancestor 
of Caesar A. Rodney. 

"Caesar Rodney, whose name appears as having signed 
the declaration of American independence, on behalf of 
the people of the State of Delaware, was uncle to this 
gentleman. 

"As I have the pen in hand, although I fear I have 
taken up too much of your paper already, I cannot avoid 
subjoining, from the genealogy to which I have alluded, 
two anecdotes, which perhaps were not known to those 
who furnished Mr. Playfair with the account of this noble 
family. 

"The first relates to Sir Richard de Rodney, who married 
the daughter of Sir Osbert Gifford, and is taken notice 
of by Selden, in his Titles of Honour, as having been 
girded with his sword by the Earl of Pembroke, while his 
two spurs, at the ceremony of his being knighted, were put 
on, the one by the Lord Marquis of Berkeley, and the other 
by Lord Bartholomew Badismere. 

"The second is, that Sir Maurice de Rodney, who is 
mentioned by Mr. Playfair as being high sheriff of So
mersetshire, in the time of Queen Elizabeth, is therein 
said to have been the first person in that county who 
dressed his servants in livery; and, during the twelve 
holidays, killed a bullock each day to regale the people. 

The "genealogised history" to which reference is made in 
this letter, deduces the Rodney family from the time of the 
Empress Maud, with whom Walter de Rodney came into England, 
an officer of her army and household. From him descended 
the illustrious Lord Rodney, Admiral of the British fleet, 
who, during the American revolution, obtained a decisive 
victory over the Count de Grasse. 
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"Excuse the length of this effusion concerning an 
absent and highly esteemed friend. 

nDublin1 January 4th., 1819." 

Of this "esteemed friend" it may prove not uninteresting 

to the reader to hear that in 1823 he went as Ambassador from the 

United States to Buenos Ayres, but in such a miserable state of 

health., that it was doubtful whether he should reach his desti

nation. The yea:r after., Mr. Rowan received the following account 

of his death., from their mutual friend, William Poole:--

"8th month 11th., 1824. After a long and, no doubt., 
anx1ousdecline., (on account of his large family) Rodney 
bade adieu to this chequered scene on the 10th day ot 
June last., and was buried with all those trivial honours 
which weak man can bestow., and a monument ordered to be 
erected to his memory by 1 a grateful people.• However., 
I estimate these things at a very low rate, as I recollect 
that a monument was to have been erected by the Congress 
of the United States to tfie memory of George Washington., 
nearly forty years since. It is still unexecuted; nor is 
it in any point of view of much importance, as his memory 
has a more substantial record than brass or marble." 

Pages 420-430: 

Though all of :Mr. Rowan's friends must have condemned the 

assault made upon his name in the British senate., all did not 

approve of the mode in which he showed his resentment. His 

venerable American correspondent., William. Poole, in consistency 

with the principles of that excellent religious denominations to 

which he belonged~ condemned an appeal to arms; and in a letter, 

dated Brandywine, 12th month 27th., 1825, after acknowledging the 

receipt of some lithographic sketches and some papers, sent him 

by Mr. Rowan, continues;-
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"The one relating to thy (foolish shall I call it?) 
excursion to England is not sent me, as my friends think 
that I had better not see it. However, I have heard enough 
of it, to be surprised that at thy age thou should suffer 
~ t~ to put at risk thy ovm peace and the peace of 
tliy famIIy. But I cannot enter into thy feelings or views, 
perhaps, nor the warmth of the Irish character." Sub
sequently he says, "I rejoice that my friend has escaped 
that distress which might have followed to himself and 
family from victory or defeat. To old men, such as we 
are, it appears to me to be of much more importance to 
preserve the quietude and innocence of our minds, than 
to take a very deep interest of any kind in the affairs of 
a world from which we are soon to pass away." 

Between Mr. Rowan and his American friends there always 

subsisted a mutually fond recollection, which they cherished and 

kept alive by a frequent interchange of letters, and of such 

presents as each deemed most curious or most acceptable to the 

other. This intercourse was greatly facilitated by the American 

Captain Hamilton, who commanded a vessel long in constant employ 

between the Old and the New World, and who availed himself of 

every opportunity to evince his respect and esteem for both parties. 

When Rowan had his portrait lithographed, with some pages of 

his memoirs, he sent copies of them, accompanied with his bust 

in plaster of Paris, to several of his transatlantic friends. 

Of these none stood higher in his estimation than Poole, from 

whose correspondence a few more extracts may prove not unacceptable 

to the reader. 

Having received a small portion of the ttautobiography., n he 

expresses a wish to have the whole, that he 

"May deposit it with his books, to preserve,tt says 
he., "the m.e.nury of a friend, whose humanity to me at a 
time that 'tried men's soula,'* I shall always keep in re
membrance; and I wish my children to become familiar 

"Mr. Poole had the yellow fever in 1798, and his family 
being afraid to remain in the house with him, Mr. Rowan slept 
in it and attended him until he recovered." 
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with the life of a man whose bust stands in a con
spicuous part of my house, and is often a cause for 
making inquiries concerning the original. 

nwithin a few days, the daughter of thy old friend, 
John Dickinson, called to see me, in part with a view to 
examine the bust thou sent, with some of thy letters, 
and the 'memorials' I had from thee. She recognised in 
the bust the features that were strongly impressed upon 
her memory from the day that thou parted with her father's 
family. She shed tears plentifully, and said she was much 
pleased to see the articles thou sent, and particularly 
the commencement of the memorial addressed to thy daughter, 
and which several of thy friends in this land have so long 
hoped to see completed. In this case," he adds, "I would 
suggest that each copy shall contain a portrait of thyself 
from thy lithographic press; of thyself, as thou wert 
during thy residence here, as that is the face that will be 
recognised. Age, thou art sensible, has made a great 
difference in thy features since thou wast here and stood by 
my bed-side, a fine-looking man as was to be seen in a 
thousand, a helping angel in time of extremity. How age 
has warped thy features with his rugged handl" 

119th month., 1826. 'Ihou wilt have seen the various 
accoun'fi of tne decease of John Adams and 'Ihomas Jefferson, 
our late Presidents. '!heir deaths, so near to each other 
as to time., though separated by 500 miles., and on the day 
of the national jubilee, 1s in this country looked upon 
as rather an extraordinary circumstance. 'Ihey died full of 
years., and full of honours., and with the love of their 
fellow-citizens." 

"Brandywine, 3rd mont;h 21st, 1827. I occasionally 
see the name of thyson in theaccounts from the Medi
terranean; and it is a pleasure to know the son of my 
old and kind friend engaged in such acts of humanity as 
first taught me to respect and love his father. 

"In this country there seems no indication of material 
sudden change. Some squabbles of a political nature exist 
among office-hunters; but we have learned to disregard them., 
as welI as the effects of cowardly passion and pride among 
members of Congress, who, if they shoot one another, the 
world will suffer no loss, perhaps be a gainer. It seems 
to me that the Gothic mode of administering justice is 
falling into contempt, and in another age may be wholly 
abandoned, with the barbarisms of the age of knight-errantry 
and insanity." 

Poole animadverts on Lord Byron with some warmth, con

demning some of his principles, while he admires his talents:-
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"It is only in true, vital, unadulterated Christianity, 
which is a gift from God, that real good exists; and he 
who will inflict a wound upon this, is a real enemy to 
mankind, let his profession be what it may. On the other 
hand, all are not friends to the realities of this re
ligion who make the highest professions, or pretend to 
serve its cause most effectually. Nor are they wholly 
excluded from its benefits who have not even heard its 
name. Christianity is a religion of the soul in inter
course with its Creator. It may be felt in all countries 
and climates, whether there be ministers and temples or 
not." 

Mr. Poole knowing that Rowan, though "no naturalist," had 

a fondness for natural history, gives him occasional accounts of 

American discoveries, accompanied with specimens of such objects 

as he thought interesting. Of these was a box made of nbird•s

eye mapl~, so called from the small spots with which it is ir

regularly clouded. Thehistory of these spots is curious. The 

sugar-maple is the tree from which this wood is taken. It 

produces a saccharine sap, well known to the birds of this country, 

which pick through the bark into the wood to obtain it. By the 

next season the hole thus made is filled with new wood, and is 

covered with new bark; the birds then pick in another place, and 

hence the irregularity of the spots. n·~· 

Again he gives an account of certain organic remains, of 

enormous size, found in the neighbourhood of New Orleans, and 

various other geological phenomena- "subjects," he says, "more 

worthy the attention of men of science and leisure, than the 

petty squabbles of the ins and outs." But on nothing does he 

expatiate with more patriotic delight, than on the statistics of 

his country- her growing prosperity, her foreign relations, her 

With other presents from America Mr. Rowan received a stick 
which grew over the tomb of Washington. His correspondent, 
Joseph Cloud, jun. justly observes, "There must be some interest 
attached even to a stick or twig cut from a tree that shades the 
grave of so great a patriot and so good a man. 11 
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spreading commerce, her rapidly increasing population, her new 

accession of territory, her improving agriculture, her roads, 

canals, and railways, her arts and her sciences. He speaks of 

such national blessings as purchaseable ttonly by a long period 

of suffering; as it is in this way only that individuals and 

nations become wise. We, as a nation, have passed through this 

ordeal, gently administered; but we are providing another cause 

for suffering, in our slave population." He could not avoid 

seeing, and lamenting, that there is a "dam..11lng spot" on the 

fair fame of his country, a cancer that may gnaw into the vitals 

of her constitut: on, and lay prostrate the glory in which she 

exults. "Yet," says he, "there are so many enlightened, humane, 

and zealous minds interested in the slave question, that a 

rational hope may be indulged, that in another period of ten 

years the country may be relieved from this disgraceful affliction." 

In this hope he was too sanguine; but let not the friends of 

humanity despair. There is a redeeming spirit in America, a 

spirit of wisdom and of truth, which lives, and breathes, and 

burns with a bright and invigorating flame in the writings of 

Channing, of Ware, and of Dewy, of Garrison, Weld, Wright, and 

Gerrit Smith, a spirit which, we trust, will one day be successful 

in accomplishing the great designs of Christianity, in giving 

"deliverance to the captives, and setting at liberty those that 

are bruisedl tt 

From others of his American friends Mr. Rowan continued, year 

after year, to receive the kindest and most affectionate letters, 

of which two specimens are here presented to the reader:-
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"Petersburg, Virginia, November 25th, 1825 

"Dear Rowan, 

"I avail myself of a few minutes allowed 
by Mr. Blakeny, to recall to your remembrance your old 
friend and guest Robinson. I have had the pleasure of 
hearing of you frequently and more minutely than I ex
pected-of your dogs, your rowings, &c. &c. By-the-bye, 
if all I have heard be true, you must have improved pro
digiously in nautical accomplishments since you upset me 
in the Delaware, and obliged me to stem a rapid current, in 
coat and boots, for upwards of a mile. Do you remember the 
scoundrels who, when we were just making the shore, offered 
the assistance of their batteau.x, having fully satisfied 
themselves, by cooly watching our exertions for half an 
hour, that we would not d~own in the last hundred yards? 
Poor Charlesl you remember he was shut under the canoe, and 
I swam back, notwithstanding my incumbrance, and turned it 
over to extricate him. I often think with so much pleasure 
of the strange, muddy, amphibious habits of that period 
of our lives, that I would be willing to go over it again. 
If your memory ever glances at those times, you certainly have 
not forgotten me. There can be no doubt that, with a little 
training, I would have been a very accomplished savage. 
However, since my arrival in Virginia, I have sustained the 
character of a gentleman, a scholar, and a physician, as 
successfully as my best friends could wish. I am connected, 
by marriage, with many of the most respectable families in 
this state. My children are growing up rapidly, and promise 
well. For their accommodation I have been obliged to turn 
my attention to music, drawing, and other branches of educa
tion, of which I had but a mere smattering when I commenced; 
yet I have contrived to accomplish my pupils higher than is 
usual at this side of the Atlantic. I have suffered severely 
from the climate. My hair is thin, and nearly white; my 
face sallow and wrinkled; but there is still some elasticity 
both of body and mind left. I tb.Bnk God that my affections 
are still unimpaired. I love the friends of my youth, and 
the countrymen of my fathers~ as warmly as ever. Let me 
add, with sincerity, that I remember no individual for whose 
happiness I feel a deeper interest than yours. 

"T. ROBINSON." 

"P. S. -I am anxious to know from you whether the breed of the 
Irish greyhound still exists. I have made numerous appli
cations for some years past, and can gain no intelligence. 
If they are still existent, and you know where a pair might 
be procured, pray inform me; I hope to hunt both wolf and 
stag before I die. Once more, farewell. 
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From Mr. Isaac Lea To A.H. Rowan 

Philadelphia, October 20th, 1827. 

"Dear Sir, 

"I hope you will not think it impertinent 
in one who, though you may have no recollection of him, 
still remembers Hamilton Rowan, his father's friend. 

"Our mutual friend, Captain Hamilton, knowing my 
predilection for conchology, told me he thought a few 
shells from the Brandywine would be very acceptable to 
you, as you still retain a strong attachment to that 
beautiful and romantic river, a...~d to the friends who once, 
though long since, enjoyed your society in the cottage on 
its banks, the ruins of which are still visible. 

"With this view I send you a small box of shells; some 
of them are from the margin of the water within a few steps 
of the ruins, and must be the descendants of your old 
companions. 

"Believing that others might be interesting to you or 
your friends, I have sent you also some specimens from 
other rivers. Those from the Ohio are extremely interest
ing and very rare here; the distance over the mountains 
renders it difficult to obtain them, and they are sought 
after by all conchologists with avidity. 

"My collection is already very good; but is still 
without some of your best and rs.rest Irish shells, which I 
should like to add to it, if perfectly agreeable through 
you. 

"In your collection of curiosities do you place minerals? 
I have been collecting for twelve yea:rs, and have now a 
very good cabinet. 

"You, no-doubt, are well acquainted with the flourishing 
state of t his country, although young and without overgrown 
fortunes. The collection of -curiositi es in the various 
branches of natural history trogresses with rapid strides; 
and we have, it is said, inhis city alone, about one hundred 
and fifty cabinets of minerals; and to my own knowledge, 
there are twenty-four scientific and conchological cabinets. 
Under so free and admirable a government all things flourish. 

"Wishing you, my dear Sir, many happy years, and apolo
gising for obtruding on your time, I am with great respect 
and consideration, 

"Your obedient humble servant, 

rt ISAAC LEA. n 
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From Mr. Rowan to the American Captain 
Hamilton. 

"September 26th, 1826. 

"I have received and handed over to Jane the beautiful 
and healthy red bird, which my daughter Francisca has 
seized upon, and she rules para.mount at present in the 
family, previous to her surrendering her liberty, in the 
course of next month, to Mr. Fletcher, the son of the 
late judge of that name, a most uprigh~ and honourable 
man, and a descendant of Fletcher of Saltoun, of Scottish 
fame. She will, in all the probabilities of life, be 
enabled, though I should go the way of all flesh, to 
receive and thank you for your kindness to her father. My 
state of bodily health is excellent for the 75th year of 
my age; but a deafness, which is scarcely perceptible when 
a single voice is directed to me, becomes so confused, when 
two or three are talking in the same room, and so mingles 
words together as to become one buzz of voices; and this 
deprives me of all society with the world, and, of course, 
of those common topics of the current day, which, however 
trivial, give a zest to social intercourse every where, 
but more particularly in this land of frivolity. I was, 
however, attending my daughters, a duty which falls on me 
since my wife's illness, at Sir Capel Molyneux•~ last 
night, where hundreds met about midnight, gay and laughing, 
while in the morning, a numerous assemblage of unemployed 
manufacturers, with their wives and infants, had paraded in 
silence through the streets, soliciting relief, and distributing 
hand-bills soliciting aid to prevent melancholy occurrences. 

"A small paper bag containing, I think, only pounded 
maize, was in the larger one containing corn, which 
Francisco requires me to get explained. I had a red bird 
formerly, to which I gave rice as his food, treating him 
sometimes with a little hemp-seed; but this fellow refuses 
rice altogether. 

"Having spoken of Francisca's marriage, may I ask is 
there no bosom heaving for the return of her Johnny? 
If there is, you will know how to dispose of the Irish 
manufacture which accompanies this, from 

"Your sincere old friend, 

A.H. ROWAN." 
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