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At a meeting of colored citizens favorable to a call for a 
State Convention., held in the city of Portland, June 11th, 1841, 
... ..\.. N. Freeman m the chair, and J. W. Lewis, Secretary, the 
follow!ng P.reamble and resolution were unanimously adopted. 
That if actmg conformably to the will of our Creator in~ secur
ing our own happiness and the happiness of our fellow men, are 
object~ of the highest moment, then we are loudly called upon 
to cultivate and extend the great principles of Virtue and Truth: 
a.nd therefore Resolved, That it is expedient to hold a Conven
tion of the people of color in this State the ensuing Fall, for 
mutual consultation, and the general bene·fit of our people. 
. The ·undersigned were appointed a committe to prepare and 
Jssue an address to our people. This they submit as A. CALI, 

to the Colored citizens of Maine and N. Hampshire. 
Fellow Citizens; We invite your attention to this Call of a 

State Convention to be held in the city of Portland on Wed
nesday, the 6th day of October next. 

Brethren, we think this meeting ought to be regarded, and 
hope it will be with peculiar interest by every Colored man and 
woman among us, and no pains spared to render it interesting 
and profitable. 

Our own, OUl' native land demands, our posterity, our enslav· 
~d brethren, and our own interests for time and eternity, de
mand an immediate effort for our moral and intellectual eleva. 
tion. The consideration and adoption of the means to these 
gre;it ends we ought no longer to defer. 

As individuals we must mainly achieve our high purposes, 
yet it is proper and necessary for us to embody our etforts.
\Ve shall need all the counsel, sympathy, encouragement and 
strength of union; and by it, with the blessing of God, we may 
wisely plan, and successfully accomplish the mightiest enter
prise. We need a nucleus around which may gather the mor
al energy ofour whole popuhttion: and we beg of y,ou a candid 
and prayerfol attention to this matter. Citizensh as you love 
your country, and would have it a mountain of holiness and a 
dwelling place of righreousnoss, think of the subject and come. 
Fathers, would you h.ave the paths of wisdom, honor and profit 
opened to, and every encouragement given to your beloved off
spring to wa:k in them, consider it well, and come. Mothers, 
withhold not your influence. The characters of Newton, Wes~ 
ley, Whittield and Washington tell of the powers of maternal 
influence. We may have noble minds among our peo.ple.
Exert your influence to furnish occasion and encouragement 
that they may be ornaments to soaiety and blessings to mankind. 

Come all. A trodden down and peeled people ought not to 
rest. Oppression is not heaven inherited by any one. Such a 
.condition is not, cannot be consistent with our duties as moral 
beings. The largest liberty is essential to humanity. The 
means for our full emancipation are within our reach; and we 
cr;up10t longer refuse to llSC them, and be iQn 11cent. 
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The subjects which will come up for consideration and action, 
are many and great. In a "Call" we can of course allude, 
arid briefly too, to but a part of them. 

Next to our personal relations to our Heavenly Father, the 
subject of Educatjon shoul~ i.nterest us .. We cannot measure 
its importance, but we feel it m our relat10ns to man. And the 
power it has given to others, it offers to ~s. Through the go?d
ness of God knowledae is held to our hps and we may drmk 
even to that' which is nlife eternal. It has no prejudices, but 
whosoever will, may come. 

We are identified with the poor, suffering, bleeding slave of 
tihe South. He is our brother. The claims of kin are added 
to the claims of humanity upon us to labor directly and heartily 
with the philanthropist, to undo the heavy burdens and let the 
oppressed go free. The condition of our enslaved brethren 
greatly affects our own. We cannot expect the full. enjoyment 
of all our rirrbts while the influence of Slaverv is felt m our land. 

The ban~fu! influence of intemperance h~s been felt by mul
titudes among us. Prejudice is, alas! too strong without any 
cause. None of us, therefore, by intemperance or any vicious 
indu1g.ence, should contribute in the least to foster it. Tem
pef'ance is proving a blessing to all who embrace her. Eleva
ting and purifying, her ways are pleasantness, and her paths 
peace. And in her ways alone is there certainty pf final triumph. 

We would also ask your attention to the important subject of 
the future occupations of our offspring. The employment nat
urally affects the disposition and mind as well as the condition. 
Some corrupt the principles; others contract the mind ; while 
others leave its powers stagnant. If such employments do not 
degrade they cannot have an elevating tendency. Our aims re
quire that their minds and hearts be guarded from all evil influ
ences ; that their occupations be favorable to the developement 
and cultivation of the mind ; consistant with sound principle ; 
such as generate enlarged views and generous sentiments ; and 
such as will render them as useful as their talents will permit. 
Such desirable employments there are, and some of them are 
open to us. 

It is neccessary that we shou1d have all the statistical infor
mation we can procure in regard to our numbers, occupations, 
and resources, and benevolent and other societies supported 
among us. And we hope every one will come prepared t.o crive 
such information. 0 

Brethren, Our enterprise is a great one, and will demand 
the .influence and lab.or .of every one .. None can be spa reel. 
And none we trust will ~ncrease our difficulties by their indif
ference. Our brethren mother States are moving in this cause. 
Cpme, let us take counsel together; encouracre each others' 
he~rt ; strengthen each othe~s' hand; an.d pla;ting, in humble 
reltence upon the Great Deliverer, a wait th.e sun and shower 
of his favor, and the plentiful harvest. 

Yours truly, for truth and right, 
A. N. FREEM.~N, J. W. l~Ewrs, A. W. N1r.Es, Com, 



Agreeably to a call for a .Convention, to be.held in the Cit1y 
of Portland, Oct. 6th 184.1, the meeting was held in the 
fourth Congregational Church . 

. About 10 o'clock the delegates met. The meeting was call
ed to order by the Rev. A. N. Freeman, who read the call. 
It was then moved by Abram W. Niles, that Mr. Geger of 
Boston be appointed Chairman, pro. tem, and Mr. H. A.Chan
dler of Bath, be appointed Secretary. 

The Throne of Grace was then addrnsse.d by the Chairman. 
On motion of Rev. A. N. Freeman, 
Resolved. That a Committee of four he appointed by the 

Chair, to prepare business and rules by which the Convention 
shall be governed. The Chair appointed the following gen
tlemen. Rev. A. N. Freeman, A. Talbot, A. Vv. Niles of 
Portland) and J. Winthrop of Portsrnouth. 

The Committee afier having retired for a short time, report
ed the following gentlemen, who were unanimously elected, 
and took their seats as officers of the convention, except, Rev. 
J. W. Lewis; he having not y~t arrived. 

Rev. Amos N. Freeman of Portland, President. 
Rev. John W. Lewis, Stephen Myers, vice Presidents. 
Henry A. Chandler, Jeremiah Rogers, Charles Pier, Sec-

retaries. -
Mr. Freeman on taking his place as President, made £ome 

very interesting and appropriate remarks, which were lis~ened 
to \Vith much interest. 

On motion of A. \V. Niles, it was voted that a committee of 
two be appointed to make out a list of the delegates present. 

The following gentlemen were appointed. J. Wentworth, 
Portsmouth, and lVaters of Bath. . 

On motion of A. ,V. Niles, Voted, That all persons pre
sent, from other places, not mentioned in the call, be invited 
to take part in our deliberations. 

On motion of Mr. Geger, seconded by A. W. Niles, That 
a committe_e .of four be .appointed to prepare bus.iness for the 
c0,nv.ent.ion. · 

The follow,in.g were appointed. 
Abram W Niles, of Portland, Me. 
A. Talbot, Po1·tland, Me. 
Stephen Myres of Albany, N. Y. 
,Job L. Wentworth, Portsmouth., N. H. 
On motion of A. liV. Niles 1 the oConvcntion adjourned ta 

meet in this place at 2 o'clock this afternoon. 
Wednesday afternoon the Convention met according to ad

journment, a.nd was opened with prayer by A. W. Niles. 
lVlinutes of the morning me.etiog were .read and approved. 
The committee to prepare business and rules, being present, 

presented the following rules. . 
1. At the time appointed the President shall take the Ch::iir; 

.and if a quorum be present the meeting shall be called to order. 
2. The Minutes of the preceding session shall alway~ b.e 

Jead hefore the commencement of any othe.r business. 
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3. It shall be the .duty of the President to decide all ques-
tions of order, thf.lt may be subject. to an appeal. . 

4. Any p.erson offering.a resolution, or who shall .give an 
address, shall rise from his seat, and address the President. 

5. All resolutions shall be offered in writing. 
6. The President shall appoint all committees. 
7. No person shall be interrupted while speaking; except 

when out of order. 
8. No member shall be allowed to speak more than twice ;'··;.'.' 

on the same question, except by the consent of a majority of 
the rnembers present, nor over fifteen minutes each time. 

9. A motion to adjourn shall always be in order. 
10. Each session of the Convention shall commence at half 

past nine, A. M. and at two o'clock, P. M. to be opened by 
prayer, and to be closed by the same, or singing. 

The same committee presented the following resolutions. 
On motion of A. W. Niles, it was voted that they be taken 

up separately. · 
1. Resolved. That this convention is strongly opposed to 

slavery, and is determined to use _every lawful effort for its im
mediate abolishment. 

The above resolution was ably discussed by l\'Ir. Myres of 
A.lb any, and several others; and was unanimously adopted. 

2. Hesolved, That it is the opinion of this Convention, 
.that to elevate by our votes, any person, or persons to office, 
who holds slaves, or who in any respect encourages the con
tinuation of slavery, would be wrong, and that we recommend 
to our people throughout the state that they take a decided 
stand against such a course. 

The resolutioi1 was discussed by J. Siggs, of Portland, Mr. 
Geger, of Boston, and 'Vaters of Ila.th, who spoke in the neg
~itive. He was replied to by Mr. Myers, of Albany, '\Vho gave 
some interesting accounts of the first colored convention held 
in New York; he was foilowed by the Rev. A. N. Freeman, 
who made some remarks on the character of some of the liber
ty party, candidates, particularly of Judge Birney; he urrred 
upon our people the duty of voting for such as were know:: to 
be true and tried friends to the oppressed, that we should look 
to God for success, and if we failed, it would b.e a consolation 
to know, that it was in attempting to do what was right. He 
was followed by A. W. Niles, who gave an account of the 
course pursued by a Representative in Congress the last year 
who went from this State. ' 

It was then moved that another be added- to .the committee 
on the roll. 'Tbe President appointed A. '\'V. Niles. . 

3. Resolved, That we look upon those who are en1n1ITed in 
the anti-slavery cause, as our true and tried friends and that we 
\'1'.ill use our influe.nc_e in endeavoring to ·co-operat'e with them. 

The abov.e re~olut1on_ passed u~atiimously. 
4. Resolved, fh~t this convent10n recommend to our people 

that t?ey _lose ~o t1~e, when~ver they have an opportunity, iJ~ 
securing !or tbe1r clnldren a hbera) educatjo.n. 
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lt was advocated by Myers and Niles, and adopted. 
5. Resolved, That we recommend the formation of Moral 

Reform Societies throughout the country. 
It was discussed by E. Ruby, G. Geger and A. \V. Niles. 

Passed unanimously. 
6. Resolved, That this convention recommend to a:II persorn;, 

favorable to the abolition of slavery, that they lose no time in 
petitioning Congress for its abolishment in the District of Co-
lumbia and the slave-holding territories. • 

Moved by S. Myres, seconded by Mr. Waters, that a collec
tion be now taken up to defray the expenses of the house. 

On motion of A. W. Niles, Dea. Scott was appointed treas
urer. 

On motion of A. )V. Niles, it was voted that we adjourn to 
meet in this place at seven o'clock this evening. 

Adjourned with prayer by the President. 
EVENING SESSION. President in the chair. Prayer by Jas . 

.Ball. · 
The minutes being read and approved, it was 
Voted, That some one be appointed to fill the place of S. 

Myers, (as Vice President) he being obliged to be absent. 
The President appointed J. Dickson, after which the follow

ing resolution was offered: 
Resolved, That this convention would not conceive it to be 

in accordance with the spirit of Christ, for the slaves to rise, 
and attempt to obtain their liberty by the use of phyi,,;ical force. 

The resolution was ably discussed by J. Siggs, Geger, Wa
ters, H. Chandler, J. Dickson, J. Winthrop and lV. Scott. 

On motion of A. \V. Niles, it was Voted that the rules, which 
prohibit members from speaking more than twice on any one 
subject, be suspended, until the present resolution is disposed of. 

On motion of H. Chandler, Resolved that the resolution now 
under consideration be laid over to the morning session. 

Resolved, That we adjourn to meet in this place to-morrow 
morning at half past 9 o'clock. 

Adjourned by singing. 
Thursday Morning, Oct. 7th. 

Convention met aecorcHng to adjournment, and was opened 
with prayer by Mr. E. Ruby. 

Minutes of the last session read and accepted. , 
The resolution under consideration was then taken up and 

Cliscussed by Messrs. Siggs,, Waters, Jones, Chandler, Rogers, 
Moody of Mass., Scott, Niles, Talbot and Geger. The reso .. 
lution was then called for, and the question being taken was lost. 

The President then suggested the propriety of appointing a 
committee, for the purpose of getting statistical information. 

On motion of A. W. Niles, Resolved that a committee be 
appointed. 

On motion, Resolved that the ladies be on this committee. 
Carried. 

The following persons were appointed: E. Ru.by, of ~ur
ham, J. Hill, of Bath, J. Siggs, of Portli:rnd, Miss CaroJrne 
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~Griffin of Gardiner, Mrs. A. Jackson, of Brunswick, l\lrs~ 
Taylo/ and Mrs. E. Spencer, of Portland. 

On motion of Mr. Niles, seconded by C. Pierre, that we ad
journ to meet in this place at 2 o'clock this afternoon. 

Adjourned with prayer by the president. 
· Wednesday afternoon, met according to the hour of adjourn
ment. Prayer by Mr. J. Dickson. Minutes of the morning 
session read and accepted. 

The following resolution was then offered by J. lVIyers. 
Resolved, That this convention recommend to our people 

throuahout this state, that they give their support to the paper 
called the Colored American, printed in New York city; the 
editor of which is laboring to convince the world that universal 
freedom is necessary to the enjoyment of universal happiness. 

A letter was then handed in, and read, which was from l\fr. 
Thomas Cole, of Boston. The following is the letter: 

BosToN~ Sept. 30, 1841. 
To Messrs. John W. Lewis, Amos. N. Freeman, Abram '\V. 

Niles, Committee: 
Gentl'emen-I received your letter some time since, inviti.ng 

me to attend a Convention to be held by the colored citizens 
of Portland, on the 6th ot Oct. proximum, to take into conside
ration, subjects of deep interest, which concern your highest 
and best good. A press of engagements has precluded an 
earlier reply, and I am only able to offer for your considera
tion, such reflections as have been snatched amid the hurried 
hours of business. 

I sincerely regret that I shall be deprived of meeting with 
you, I am aware that the occasion is worthy of the choicest 
efforts of the most talented men among us, (I have no doubt 
you will have them,) to meet the demands of the occasion.
You meet not for the purposes of empty pageant, nor yet for 
rejoicing; but to deliberate upon the most successful means of 
carrying forward this all-important work, the elevation and en
franchisement of colored Americans. You meet to give each 
other the right hand of fellowship, and to devise means for 
your moral political and . social advancement. The subjects 
which you have chosen for yom· deliberation, are I. Education. 
2. Temperance. 3. ·Moral Reform. 4. Agriculture. 5. Me
chanical pursuits. ff. The position we as a people ought to 
take at this important crisis. 

Education teaches us how to foster the e11ergies of the mind. 
Yet how many among colored Americans have become use
less fro!ll a want o.f cultiv~ti.on. Here then, must the remedy 
be applied~ Just m proportion to the freedom and the energy 
with whi~h . th~ i~tellec~ual facultie.s are develope~, do a 

·people advance m the attamment of nghts and the enjoyment 
of social happiness. -

We ought to establish more well regulated lyceums and lit
erary associations with libraries of judicious books. We ao 
not attempt self education, that education which is the be~t of 
a.ll,. and- the only education that is of much use, and which ev-



ery person by the aid of books can no\v obtain, the schoolmas~ 
ter is abroad, but we must not suppose that we can learn noth
ing ~ithout his aid, we should depend more on ourselves, for 
our improvement, and not on the charity and sympathy of oth-· 
ers for all those advantages we most need. We ought to use 
more self exertion and self dependence, and cultivate a taste 
for reading, for without books life is not worth having. We 
should remember, that if we would become laborers in the rich 
mine of inte11ect, we must delve unceasingly by the pale light 
of the solitary and ' consicious lamp,' ere we may hope to gain 
the prize which will reward our toil. 

The cause of temperance continues to extend and multiply 
its triumphs, notwithstanding the machinations of the· multi
tude, who are striving to demolish the only barrier which can 
save them from destruction. The formation of Temperance 
Societies, and the holding of annual conventions in several 
of the States, promises the happiest results. While therefore, 
in view of these things, we are called upon to thank God and 
take courage; let us rememder that much remains to be done. 

Much indeed has been done,. in staying this plague among 
us as a people, but all our energies are needed to stem the tor
rent which is spreading misery and ruin in the dwellings of' 
many colored people. A great work is still before us. Let 
ail the friends of the cause be united, consistent and persever
ing; let us lift a warning voice until the ravages of intempe
rance are arrested and the rising race are rescued from its 
deadly grasp. What can be more gratifying .to t~e friends of 
liberty, than the opening prospect in this country, and the 
whole civilized world at this period! The nations of Europe 
are undergoing a great moral renovation; the many are awak- · 
ing to just comprehension of their rights, and liberal princi-· 
pl es are dissolving before them the maxims of tyranny and the 
institutions of oppression. In o.ur own guilty country, our 
rights and liberties are secured by the impregnable strong
holds of constitutional law. ' Man will vet walk abroad in his 
native dignity and majesty, lord of the. soil upon which he 
treads.' Let America give to every man his invaluable birth
right, (the possession of himself,) and distinct inaividuality and 
allow the germ of genius to shoot forth, unchecked by artificial 
distinctions, and unrepressed by ~dious restraints. The mind 
of every colored American and genuine lover of his race must 
be invigorated and enlarged byie contemplation .of the scenes 
now exhibited to view, both in e old and new world. 

Gentlemen-I have neither t me nor space to go into details 
on the various topics embraced

1in your letter, and only encour
age you to press on_ward. Time, intelligence, inquiry, appli
cation, perseverance, and the consequent overwhelming power 
of public sentiment, are the great levers which will work out 
for us a glorious triumph. 

I remain vour obedient servant, 
J 11HOMAS COLK 

A. N. Freeman, J. W. Lewis, A. W. Niles, Comm~ttee. 
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On motion of A. W. Niles, Hesolved that the Committee 
appointed to make out the roll of del~g~tes report. 

'The committee reported the follow mg Roll: 
Bath-Henry Chandlier, E. Waters, J. Hill. 
Brunswick__-Henry Huston, M. S. Jackson, P. Orea, Rob-

ert Garrison. 
Durham-Eben Ruby, Samuel Ruby. . 
Portland-Abram W. !~iles, B. Jones, Dea. \V. Scott, 

Loyd Scott, Rev. A. N. Freeman, John Groves, John Siggs, 
Jeremiah Rogers, Chs. Pi.erre, A. Wilson, Peter Small, John 
Hill N. Hill, J. Roberts, A. Talbot, Ephraim SnrnH, 
Jac~b Dickson, Richard Dickson, J. Benjamin, Lewis Shep"' 
her<l, John Wright, James Ball. 

Portsmouth, N. H.-J ob Wentworth,, 
Concord-Rev. John W. Lewis. 
On motion of J. Siggs, 
Resolved, That gambling as it is carried on by our people, 

like that of i·ntemperance, d9es much to debase the mind and 
ruin the soul. It was unanimously adopted. 

On _motion of J. Siggs, 
Resolved, That this Convention deem it the duty of every 

colored man, at the time of election, to go to the poll~; and 
vote the liberty ticket. 

This resolution was ably supportBd by J. Siggs, and W. 
Willy of Hallowell. Niles and Ruby spoke in the negative. 

Moved by J. Dickson, seconded by E. Ruby, that we ad
journ to meet this evening. 

Adjourned with prayer by Mr. Willy. 
Thursday evening. The Convention met at the time ap

pointed. Prayer by Mr. Waters .. Minutes read and approved" 
The resolution under consideration was taken up and discussed 
by Messrs. Niles, Ruby and Waters. The President called 
upon the gentlemen speaking in the negative, for an explana~ 
tion, he was replied to by A. W. Niles-. 1\:tr. \Villy then fol
lowed in some explanations. 

The resolution on being called for, was taken by yeas, and 
nays. Yeas, twenty-five, nays~ five. 

On motion; Resqlved, That it is the humble opinion of this 
convention, that ardent spirits have done more injury than 
plague, famine, pestilence or the sword, and thereby ought to 
be immediately abandoned, ~nd that we will use our influence 
to this effect. The resolution was sustained by lVIQssrs. Niles, 
Geger, Ruby, Groves, Waters, and .Jones.· Mr .. Small spoke 
i:n the negative. The resolution being called for, passed unan
imqusly. 

A letter from Mrs.Nancy Frince, a teacher from Kinrrston . 
Jamacia, soliciting aid from this country, was read by the Pres~ 
ident. 

On motion of A. W. ~iles, seconded by J. Siggs. 
Resolved, That Mr. Willy of Hallowell, be invited to deliv

er a lecture oh slavery in this house to-morrow evening at scv-· 
en o'clock. 



11 

On motion ?f A. W. Ni1es, voted, that we adjourn till to
morrow morning at half past nine o'clock. 

Adjourned by singing. 
. Friday morning, Oct. 8th, Convention met according to ad
.~ournment, prayer by lVIr. John Siggs. Rev. Mr. Lewis, hav
n_1g been detaine~ from the meeting till this late hotir, now ar
rived and took his seat. lVIinutes of the preceding session 
were read, and after two amendments, were accepted. 

Rev. Mr. Lewis then asked permission to read a letter, 
which had been received from the Rev. D. Thurston of \<Vin
throp. The following is the letter. 

Rev. John W. Lewis, 
W 1~nmor, Sept. 30, 1841. 

l\ly Dear Brother, Yours of 22d, nit. was rec~ived in due 
course of mail. . I entirely approve of the movement of the ·col
ored people calling a Convention for the important purposes 
mentioned in your letter. \Vhet.her 1 shall be able to attend, 
is, at present quite doubtful. Should. God, in his providence 
render it consistent with other duties, I shall, with great pleas
ure, take my seat among you at Portland, on the 6th of October. 
. '1'!1e object you have in view, is of great magnitude; involv
rng rnt.erests ofthe highest moment, not only to our· colored 
brethren, but to the country, and especially the Church of our 
J_.ord Jesus Christ. ' It is no small undertaking to secure the 
cmancipu,tion of two ;;lnd a half millions of our fellow country
men from the most wicked ·bondage, in which human beings 
have been held. Then there are 300,000 more towards whom 
the vilest and most unreasonable prejudice exists, injurious and 
cruel almost as slavery itself: To remove all the evils growing 
out of slavery and prejudice, the lntter the offspring of the for
mer, is a task worthy to call forth the energies of the wisest 
intellects, and the most benevolent hearts. Thanks be to God 
some of these are enlisted in your cause. 

Could I speak to your assembly, I would say first, Brethren, 
throw off your desporidency. Say not' there is no hope,' that 
you can rise. Crushed thouoh you are, by the customs of so
ciety, arising from the most ~ean, hateful, malignant prejudice, 
yet it is not invincible. From some minds, it has been. exter
minated. It is giving way to a better feeling in a mult1tu~e ?f 
other minds. Take couraO'e then, for this mighty mountam m 
the way of your mental, s1~cial, moral and spiritual impro:e
ment, is already crnmblina, and will, at length, become a plam. 
·God has so decreed. Th~ gospel will triumph over it. You 
already feel the weight lightened. It does not oppress you as 
it once did. No small amount of sympathy has been awaken
ed in your behalf. The weight can b~ wl:olly remov:d. You 
must believe it can; you must believe 1t will be; not m a !no
ment, not by any spasmodic movement, not by the. exe!hons 
of a few. Your united, discreet, arduous, persevenng efforts 
will be ultimately successful. Despair palsie~ al.l the,- powers 
of the soul and 'sinks aU its upward aspirations in death 
damps.' Be not faithless, but believe in the promises. 
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In the 2tl place, I would erwourage you to avail yourselves. of a~\ 
the means of education within your reach. The geneneral d1ssemi
natimi-of knowledge among any people, i~ am~ng the indispensab~e 
and most powerful means of their elevation rn the world. This 
should be viewed as something without which the rank of any peo
ple in society, whatever else they may attain, can never be higb.
J}foeh thought should be given, and no pains spared to gain a good 
education. Great personal efforts will be required t~ secure this.-:-
Friends may assist in furnishing the means, but you and your chd- 4· 
dren must diligently and faithfully apply yourselves to tbe work. Nor • ·.· 
must.this exertion be made by a few individuals only. Enemies will ' 1 

say these are exceptions; the mass of the colored people cann.ot he 
educated. You must prove that they can be, by actual experiment. 
Your standard must be high, a little higher than that of the wl1itcs. 
For unless your attainments are above theirs, they will be slow to 
admit they are equal. 

In the third place, your moral character must he elevated. Iu re
gard to temperance; every colored p1wson, men, women and children 
should practice on the Washingtonian principles of entirn absti
nence from, all that can intoxicate. In regard to licer]tiousness, they 
shoul<t be pure in general integrity, strict and unbending; in prompt
ness, fidelity, punctuality, not only examplary, but worthy of all con
fidence. In a wor:i, they should be followers of the meek and lowly 
Jesus, who went about doing good. Enlightened, virtuous mind~, 
will make themselves felt in any community. By acq11iring such 
minds, and discreetly using them, they will sunder the cord~ of cast, 
and remove the barriers, numerous and strong as they are, to an el
igible standing in society. 

Fourthly, tbey must cease to confine themselves so generally to low, 
menial employments. No man o'ught to de~pise any occupation wl1ich 
contributes to the welfare of the c.ommunit:y. Tbev should not con
tent themselves vvith being waiters, slioehlacks trnd° barbe'rs. \Vonld 

, it not be more for tbeir interest, instead of congregating in our cities 
and villages, where the spirit of cast is most prevnlent and oppres
sive, for them to go into the co11ntry. They niigbt find employment 
with the farmers and mechanics, acquire sufficient knowledge of 
those branches of business to conduct them to advantage, and earn 
something with which to purchase land, oi· tools to establish them
selves. Among the farming population, they would he treated with 
greater kindness and attention, the people stand nearer upon a level~ 
and are more free and social. I would press this with no small de:
gree of earnestness. 

Then they should, as for as practicable, forget the distinction be:
tween them and others. 'l'bey should not assume airs of importance 
on the one hand, nor on tile other, should they be low or mean 
neither irnpud~nt nor crouching. An unassuming, modest, uprigh~ 
deportment, will secure the confidence and esteem of all the intelli
gent and virtuous pait of community. That the Father of mercies 
may gu.i~le your deliberations, tha~. all the measures adopted by the 
Convention may be such as He w11I approve and render conducive 
to your highest welfare, is the pq1yer of your truly svmpathysing 
friend and brother, . DAVID 'fHCJRSTON. 

Oi: mot~on of H. Chandlet'.· Re~o1ve?, ~hat we most deeply sym
pathize with our colored Brethren 111 Crncrnnati, in consequence of 
d~e reign of mob law an~ sh very, by which that City is efficiently 
disgraced; that w~ consequently hope that our friends, there, will 
stand firmly !o their poi:;t, an.a breast the attacks of slavery's wrath, 
never forsakmg the mo.re m1sera.b.le slave, until liberty shall become 
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.our common position. The resolution passed m111nimous1y. ''I'he: 
members all rising. 

Afternoon Session. The Conv~utio.n met according to a-ppoint
ment; Prayer by Rev. J. \V. Le~1s, mrnutes of the last session was 
mad and apµroved. 

On motion, Resolved, that prejudice as it exists among ourselves 
is a grevious evil, and ought to he immediately, and for ever· don;, 
.awuy with. Carried unanimously. 

On l\Iotion of Rev. J. W. Lewis, 
Resolved 1 that a Committee of three he appointed, to take into 

consideration the expediency' of forming a state Anti-Slavery Socie
ty: the President appointed the following Gentlemen, Rev. J. \V. 
Lewis, Henry Huston, and Jobn Hill.· 

On motion, Resolve<l, That it is the duty of the colored people 
in every place, to patronize those of our own coJodn all business, in 
preference to those of white people in the same kind of business, 
provided. they -dt:>al on the same terms; except those who deal in ar
dent spirits . 

. Resolved, That tlwse stages, steamboats, aud ra~lroads, that will 
"not treat our people with respect, in giving .to .us our rights, after 
having taken our money, deiilerve the frown of every true philan
thropist . 

.Many spoke upon this resolution, and upon being taken, it passed 
unanimously. 

On motion, Resolved, That slilvery which deprives more than two 
and a half millions of our brethren of their liberty, is a sin against 
God, to be immediately repented of. It was advocated by Messrs. 
James, Siggs, Huston, Myers, Waters, Garrison, and Rev. J. \\T. 
Lewis. 

On motion of l\Ir. Myers of Albany, s.econded by Rev. Mt4. Lewis, 
Resolved, That the President and secretary prepare the minutes 

of this Convention, in a co.ndensed form, to be published in the Col~ 
ored American, and other paper.s friendly ta our cause. 

On motion of Rev. J. \V. J.ewis, 
Resolved, That the President, with two others whom he may ap)

point, be a committee to prepare the doings of this Convention, and 
.l.iave them printed fo pamphlet form. 

Rev .. A. N. Freeman, A. \iV. Niles, J. H. Rogers, Committee. 
On motion, adjGurned till seven o'clock thi.s evening. .Prayer hy 

the President. 
Evening session·. Convention met at the hour ,appointed, and after 

prnyer by the }")resident, an address was delivered by Mr. Willy of 
Hallowell.. 

Satur.d.ay Morning Oct. 9th Com·ention met agree.ably to ajournment, 
prayer by J. H. Rogers. 

On motion, Resolrnu, That we wholly rely on the b]ess;sing of God, 
apd the guidance of his spirit for the success of our ente1;prise. 

The committee on statistics, being present, reported as follows. 
In Gardiner thern are 8even families five of whom are farmers, and 

own the forq1s they occ1,1py; a1so two barbers, one the owner of real 
,estate. TbeH.· child:ren attend the district school. 

In Bath there are five colored families two of which are owners of 
farms, supposed to b@ worth $2500. The others follow .the sea, and 
own property to the amount of one thousand dollars. . 

In Brunswick the number of families are thirteen, the estimate of 
property mvned $6,600, the number of farms 7; number ofmariners 6. 

One school, one house of religious worship, one temperance socie
ty numbering tbi'rty members; one i~.nti~Slavery Socie;ty numb~l'.ing 
.~bout twenty members. 
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in Durtinm there are two families which O\Vn farms estimated to 
he worth three thousand dollars. 

PoRTLA.ND. The number of colored people in this city are about 4 
hundred and thirty, of whom one hundred and twenty three are sea., 
men; five hair dresi;er~, two joiners, two cloth dressers, three .hack 
drivers; one established school with about sixty scholars, one pn\·ate, 
numbf)rinll' abont twenty; one temperance society numbering one 
hundred t~nd fifty members; twq female societies, numbering thirty 
four, one Church, (Congregationist) consisting of fifty members, one 
Sabbath school DIHJJhering about fifty six scholar!<; the whole amount 
ofreal estate, supposed to be owned, is about thirteen thousand dol-
lars. . . 

The committee on Anti-Slavery reported as follows: 
Your CommitteP, to whom was referred -the sul~ject of Anti-Slave

ry, report that they have taken the snhject into consideration, and are 
of the opinion that the anti-slavery cause has strong claims on the col
ored pop le of this country and feel that it is the duty of every colored 
man, woman :rnd child, to co-operate as far as possible witl1 the ex
istiµg anti-slavery organization, so far as those organizations are an
ti-sl.avery. 

Your Committee would recommend, that the colored people of 
Portland, and in every place where there is a sufficient number, to 
form themselves into a society. But ns there is not sufficient tinie to 
mature the subject and organize judiciously, we think it inexpedient 
to form a State Society duri11g this session of the convention. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
J. \V. Lewis, J. Hill, Henry C. Huston, Committee. 

On motion, Resolved, that the Rev. Mr. Lewis be appointed a Del., 
egate from this Convention, to attend the State Anti-Slavery Conven
tion, to be held in Hallowell some time in February next. 

On l\fotion, Adjourne.d to meet at 2 o'clock. 
Afternoon Session. Met according to adjournment. Prayer hy Mr. 

J. Hill. l\lin11tes of the prece(ling E'ession read, and approved. 
On Motion, Resolved, that we view with righteous indignation, the 

Spirit of the Clerical body :n their meeting held in Baltimore, a fow 
months since; in which it appears, tbat they would have the 
colored people driven from this country to the pestilential Cli
mate of Africu; viewing this act, to be the effect of the unholy spir
it of prejntlice against the rnlored people, we pledge ourselves to 
stand by each other, ancl refuse to leave the land of our· birth to grat
ify our enemies in dwi1· selfi:;:hness, nllfl hatred towards us. 

The Committee on Agriculture, and Mechanical Arts, reported the 
following-

Yonr.committee, to whom was referred the subject of Agricnl
,ture and the Mechanieal art~, report tliat tliey have attended to the 
.dnty assigned them. They have given the r'riatter a careful investi
gation, .and r<:>port in favor of the organization of a rncietv. The rea
sons which .have led them to this conclusion are, that the grand se
cret of the improvement among- the white population of this coun
.try, is the united effort nmong them, jn associations. Your con1mittefl 
are of the opinion that a few y<'ars miglit materially alter the condi
tion of the colored people of this country, and promote the welfare 
o.f the ris~ng generntion,,if the foundation fr>r action could be j11di
c10usly laHI. \Ve therefore report a preamble arnl cons1irntion for 
~he consideration oft.his m<::eti11g. RcspeetCully s1~bmitted. 

J. W. Lewis, Eben Ruby, E. l\Iyres, Committee. 
Pn EAMBLE. · Believing that it js the imperious duty of the free col

.ored pe.oplP- of this ~ountry no longq to submit quietly to the unholy 
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Sf)irit of prejudice exercised towards them by their white brethren. 
:md content t_hemselrns with me~·e menial emµJoyment-and believ~ 
mg that the time has already ar~·1v~d, when the work.of reform ought 
to be begun among us; un~ ~lehevmg tl~at the happiness, prosperity 
and !uture ~uccess o~-01~r ris:ng generation, depend materially on im
mediate act10n; and_feelrng assured that the spirit of Christian phi~ 
lauthropy now mamfest among the true and tried friends of the col..: 
ore<l people, has a tendeucy to, and will eventually removtl the obsti
cles that have heretofore obstructed the course of our improvement 
we feel encouraged to malfe a united effort lo lay the foundation of 
our future welfare. Tlwrefore we agree to forin ourselves into a so
ciety to be governed by the following constitution. 

Article 1. This Society shall be called the Maine and New Hamp
sltire Agricultural, l\lecbanical, nnd Historical Association. 

Art. 2. The object of tl1is .Association should be lay l1ef~re our 
people facts and information relative to the advantages of an Agri
cultural and Mechanical life, nnd to secure places where it is possi
ble for colored yonng men and boys to learn the farming business and 
'iifferent trades, and externl encouragement to them by claimi11g for 
thetn, and extending to. them patronage,. when they have become 
qualified to transact business. . 

Art. 3. The officers of this society t"hall be a President, three Vice 
Presidents, a Treasurer, and Recording and Corresponding Secreta
ries, and an Executive Committee of se\'en, to be chosen annuallv. 
Tire committee, with the other officers of the society, slrn1l form· a, 
Board of Manngers for the Society. 

Art. 4. 'l'he President and Vice Presidents must disclmrge the us~ 
ual duties of such officers. 

Art. 5. The Treasurer shall take charge of all money of the socie
ty, subject to tile control of the Executive Comuiittee, and he shall 
JH~esent a report at each annual meeting of the society, after it shalt 
}wve been audited by some person appointed by the executive com-
mittee for that purpose. · 

Art. 6. The Recording Secretary shaJJ keep the records of the 
society and give notice of all meetiugs of the society in the Colon~d 
_<\merican, or some other paper that Jrns sufficient circulation among 
the colored people, to acquaint them of the meeting when ~10tified. 

Art. 7. Tile Corresponding Secretary sball, under. tbe direction. of 
the executive committee attend to the editing .and publishing such 
works for the information and improvement of the colored pi~ople 
us may be deemed expedi2nt by the society, and he shall also conduct 
the correspondence of tile 8ociety. 

Art. 8. It shall lte the duty of tlie executive committee to emy1oy 
some person occasionally to lecture on the subjects of Education,-, 
Temperance, Agricultnre, Mechanical Arts, and for the welfare of 
the seamen, and gather statistical information during these labors, to' 
]av before our people. 

"'Art. 9. Tbis association shall hold an annual meeting the second 
\veek in Sept. at such day and place, as the ex-conm1ittee shall <le
cide · at which time an address shall be delivered by some person np
poin:ed by the ex"'committee, with at least three months notice, nnd 
nlso to transact such other business as may be bronght before them' 
by the committee, or a business committee for rhat purpose. 

Art. 10. Any amendment or alteration to tbis constitution can be 
inade at any annual meeting of the society, provided that nmend
inent be made in writino-, to the corresponding secretary, at least one 
month before the annu~l meeting, to be laid before the ex-committee. 

Art. ll. At each annual meeting, when it is possH,le this society 
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snail hofd an A rtticultural an di .Mechanical fair, and the committee 
shall encourage ~ur people as :farmers, mechanics and seamen, to con
tribute any articles of use and ornament, for the encouragment of 
such an object. 

After reading the preamble and constitution, it ·was moved that they 
be taken up in sections, which was done, and after some amendments 
was adopted. 

Moved and seconded, that the committee appointed to choose offi-
cers for the society report. 

The committee reported the. following
Rev. A. N. Freeman, of Portland, President. 
Manuel S. Jackson, Brunswick1 Job Wentvrnrth, Portsmouth, 'Vm. 

Scott, Portland, Vice Presidents. 
John T. Carter, Augusta, Treasurer. 
Henry A. Chandler, Bath, Recording Secretary. · 

'Rev. J. W. Lewis, Concord, N. H. Corresponding Secretary. 
J. H. Rogers, Portland, James Cook, Belfast, Eben. Ruby, Durham,. 

e;hristopher Allen, Concord, N. H., Paris Orea, Brunswick, John 
Siggs, Portland, Executive Committee. 

On motion, R€solved that the committee be discharged. 
On motion-
Resolved, Tbat it be recommended to the colored people of this 

country, to hold themselves on strict neutral ground, in regard to the 
useless controversy, and contention now going on between the two 
existing anti-slavery organiztions in this country, knowing that there 
are true and tried friends to the colored people on hoth sides. 

Resolved, That tire formation of union Evangelical l\Iissionary 
Society; which took place in the city of Hartford, in August last~ 
meets our foll approbation, and that when we are called upon to give 
our aid, we will cordially and cheerfully do it, believing the ouject 
worthy the support of every christian. 

Resolved, 'l'hat we regard the seafaring men of our people, an im
portant class of community, and that we cordially invite their coope
ration with this society, and that this society plcclge itself to do all 
that it can to promote their interest, as well as all others. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this meeting be tendered to the Pres
irlent, for the kind and impartial Inanner in which he ha8 presided 
over this Convention dming its sittings. ~ 

Resolved, That the thanks of this meeting be tendered to the Sec
retaries for the faithful discharge of the duties assigned them Ly the 
convention. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this meeting he tendered to the Fourth 
Congregational Church and Society, for the use of the ii' house for the 
sittings of this convention. 

Adipurned by singing the 56th Psalm. 




