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J. Barton Cheyney, 

January 19,1937. 

,:r,sl!aaa: :a 

4 

e Fisheries 

The scarcity ot sperm oil and the demand tor whalebone, with 

the l~gical increase in the selling prices ot both, induced a company 
, 

ton capitalists to organize the Wilmington Whaling Compan7 · 
Novembe r 23 , 
dll , 1833. New England then waa in exclusive control ot the 1ndustcy, 

I 

unchallenged by fishermen ot any other section ot the country. IJ.'he 

new promotorsJ- Edward Tatnall, Jamea Price, Jamea o. Howland, c. I. 

duPont, Samuel B. Davia, John Gordon, Daniel Wilson, Robert Porter, 

George Bush, Jlahlon Betts, William Chandler, William Seal, Jolm Wales, 

Stephen Bonsall, James w. Thompson, Henr., Wh1te1y, George Jones, 

Miller Dunott, John Rice, John night, and William P. Brobson, purcha 
January 23 , 

or disposed ot the $1001 000 in stock. The Campan7 was charteredlft 

1835 and inaugurated the whaling bus1 esa with $300,ooo. capital. At 

that time it was among the most strongly financed corporations 1n 

the Diamond State. Before assuming activities the company was re-

organized with twenty-f'ive directors, several of whom were Philadel-
JlV ~ ' 

phians.,{1 The Ceres, a whaling cratt, was the pioneer ot the fieet, 
\ 

which by additional purchases from the Mn Bedford builders, was 

increased to tive. The Ceres te~lo whalers included the Lucy Ann, 

the superior, the Jetterson and the North America. 

It required tram ti ve to ~1.x months tor the vessels to sai. l to 

the fishing grounda, leaYing lf:11m1ngton they would round the Cape ot 

Good Hope to reach the Pacific ocean, arriVing 1n 1'ew Zealand in March 

when the whaling season there was at hand. Later the whalers shifted 

with changing weather to the Fiji and Samoan Islands and back again to 

Nn Zealand• the tleet following the whales. The yield ot sperm oil 

was largeJ it was extracted tram the carcasses ot the monsters where 



The Wilninrton members of the directorate were David c. Wilson, 

Edward 'ratnall , Samuel B. \/heeler , Thomas NevLlin, Thomas Bonsall, 

Charles I . ""'duPont , Thomas\La.rl:in , .. Jonathan Bonney, Mahlon Betts and 

Janes A, Ba yard • 
....... 



~/ 

the7 ._.. oapturtd, The •hips returned after t.Gl'A two to th.Ne 7eaa 

wballng Y07, e with the olla 1n banela. 1, WU sold heN ~ to 

dealers 1n lager c1t1••• 

The bU.sine a ot the company ae d to P" •• aat1atactor111 

at t outset, (atter th• d1uppo1ntment over the oatoh ot the LU.OJ' 

Ann bad be-. oveNOme) for the Supu1.or came home a.ft.ff two yeas-a ot 

wba1 w1 th a cargo v ue4 at t11.1M and t!Mt Jettwaon lat• N• 
1 

turned hem• long oNlN with large cpant1t1ea ot on 4 In4e , 

th gatitloatlon ov r th.4t top J1•14 ot the SUperiOI' lead to •Oba1ring 

the Capta111• • • honor oon.terred tor ----~ .... tm.oua adY.t.oea @ suooeaa. 

It la reoorded tbat tbl orew boft,0114 a cbalr ham t POUJ. Anohm

Botel am on 1t the heN ot ti. oeNIIOD1•• wu oaniecl up and down 

on ?larket st ... t• ti. obeelng 11balva loUowtng 1n ti. wake ot their 

chiet. 

In the second or third -year ot tJ:Mt company•• act1v1t1u good 

fortune seemed to ave dee•~ 1t. Th• auperlor loather captain 

b7 death and :ntu.z-ned without a pl'Of'itable cargo ot oil or Whal 

boneJ while the orth Amel'ioan wu wreoked 1n a bUfttloane ott HoU

&114 1n 18'6. en the LUC7 Arm defaulted by not NtuJ.imns ~th a 

pq1.ng cargo - OM eutt1c1ent to DINt thl ooet ot bW oi-rat1on.

and the 41NOtoN held a et1ng and deolded. to llquidat the Comparq 

prompted by th 4Mline 1n the pnoea ot wbal oU llhloh waa accounted 

tor bJ the 41eoovffJ' or Pt'bolwm wb1ob. eoon matted ou.t the 1• pa 

burn1ng epem o11,, In 18'0 ~ ,.ear• pr1ozt to the 41eeolut1on• the 

(.Mt.tA~ net profit• weN 161 598. and th. veaaele nN sppra1ae4 at 1186. 

mw stoc~ netted seven per cont. Stephen Bonsall was then president; 

·,v .T. '\~heeler secretn.ry and Allen T:ionpson treasurer. 
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The coming and going of the whaling vessels from Wilmington 
a., c.a-n "YHi ,, '> h o t' 

were occasions or sadness and rejoicing. When •• : • as proclaimed, 

th t whaler as at th mouth of the Christi/na aiting to be 

toed over the sand bar near her harf, now the site of the Pusey 

& Jones Compan7, half the city dropped whatever ork that~was under 

As th crew 'm!Ei been away ~ (,-,, J 

two or three year there ere emotional reunions of wives and hus

bands, lovers and sweeth arts. there was general rejoiclng 1n the 

town which continued almost until the vessels had discharged their 

voyage. There 

were tears end caresses from wives, sister, the bachelor sailor 

pledging his troth and fidelity to th girl he left behind him, 

who with tear-dimmed yes tched the whaler a she headed down the 

Delaware destined to sp nd the next to or three years on the other 

side of the orl.d fishing for the monster mamals of t he deep. 

There came also to the returning whal craft fathers and 

mothers of prodigal sons..,.-•9"t!.-e,tt-t!'!e--NM-. who had shipped on 

the long voyag for discipline and to overcom the habit of over 

indulgence in strong drink. Especially hopeful ere such parents 

and, of course, were ken to embrace their sons for their departure 

from th evils of intoxicating liquors. In the absence of cabl 
~not of 'the. ~c\nno,, 0)-

news, or radio information, a•aa• blast from a histle at the 

Whalers' Wharf announced that one or the other of the long abs nt hal

ing craft was at hand waiting to b towed up the rather uncertain 

channel of th Christiana. 

The waters of the Delawar River and Bay ho ever, have yield-

ed generous profits to Delawareans in past years. century ago the 

food fi hes in the river wer so numerous that an historian declared 
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that one could not wade in the shallows or tide water streams With

out stepping on herring or shad 1n the spring. Fishermen captured 

sturgeon in arge numbers; they were abundant in Dela are waters;

before it became generally know that their moat was of surpassing 

excellence or that roe of th species was the most prized m.d 

expen ive of all sea.foods. The sho.d wer nett d by the gills and 

w re caught by the boatload hile herr·ng wer so super-abundant 

that farmers scooped them in baskets from the waters and fertilized 
\~-nd. . 

the ._11183 with the carcasses. The great acho~ln enauled the fishor-

men to sell them for a song, and they must have contributed more 

than any other article o.f diet to the upbringing of the large -

.families of the underpr1.vileged. Terrapin and other turtles, crabs 

and lobsters contributed largely to the earnings of watermen wtl1le 

Delaw re•s oyster beds perhaps 1.f developed to the utmost of thoir 

poss1b111t!es ould return enough money in taxes to almost pay 

the cost of administering the government of Delaware. L~ter ~,... , 
5 I 'f '>t ~ Jl _e\ ~,s 

pollu·t;ion of the w tere of the Delaware river and bay is maxaki:as 

th f!nal disappearance of the shad aild herring> and increa~i ng the 

scarcity of all the food f!sh including the a'tm:geon- t he most 

valuable of all of the species in o-u.r waterways. 

Fishing has been turned into a goodly profit at Lewes where -
tharo are large facto~ies for the extraction of oil .from the other

wise useless menhaden. A fleet of ships with steam drawn seines, 

net millions or billions a the fish and convey them in heaping steam

ship loads to the factories on the shores of the ancient city - the 

southermost incorporated town in Delaware. The carcasses of t he men• 

haden afte~ the extraction of the oil is manufactured into a ferti• 

lizer which is used on £arm lands. 
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A company of i\lilmington capita.lists i.n ti-.,e mi deei5A;i;i. es was 
lM.. \~<\~- ~,,J-i,... 

organized ~to manufacture leather from the hides of porposies, They 

established a tann ry at Capo Hatteras where the waters abounded in 

big fish. In addition to the fine leather made from their skins 
s 

~ secret cache ,in their jaws yielded the £1nest of machine oi~s ... 

"' used in clock and atch nwk1ng, nnd was sold at on dollar an q'lce. 

Soon after the company had erected ita plant and m d large expen

ditu.r s for equipment the doc~le and usually dumb porpoirses found 

a home in other waters where ther were no nets nor traps to endanger 
t\,\e..\...,- <l_e.,p t\)"\'"e.. 

their lives. With•---•1111111111,-,ll!'JQM~t~e porpoise factory closed. 

The company liquidated and quit fishing. A 

Reference:- History of Delaware, J. Thomas Scharf, A.M. LL.D 
2 Vols. Vol.2 pp 751-752J L. J. Richards & Co., 
Philadelphia, 1888; Vilmington, Cham.bar of cormnerce, 
~lmington, 1933• 

Newspaper files and clippings; 
Personal recollections. 



z. James Belt was president of the company; S.L.Vlest, vice presi

dent; Banjamin F. Jackson,.t'ecrctn.ry; Henry C. Conrad, treasurer and 

~ John \faimrricht manar;or. t.!venty-five men were enployed in the 

fi shtng and in the tannery - -1-' 111 • 1 · 
(1tJ, 11 i mington, 
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Wilmington • File # 250 

Chronological analys1 • • 

Date: June 25,1936 

Or1g1i;: Progress and Present st tua or the 
Iron t!Hcers and Proauct. 

tak n tronu 

, Special amphlet #18. 
Harknes. ay, 1888. 

1638: Credit the ilmington etropoli with an early dis -
coveri ot Iron Ore bout two and one-halt c nturie go. 
(1888) 

1773: Earliest 14 a ot a at arrisge which soon dev lop
id'Tnto the conception of a Railroad Steam Locomotive in the 
mind ot Oliver ana. 

1776: Fir t Hi h Pr asure Steam E 1ne invmted by Oliv r 
Evan•: light# quio, powerful to propel hi team carriage 
ud eteaml)oat. 

1777: The prinal invention by Oliver Evans of two machin s 
torepl ce the ted1oua hand tool 1n making wool and cotton 
caud. 

1782: Invention ot the FloUl' and riat mill with conv yor, 
hopper boy, drill, kiln dryer,• 1785. 

1783t Earll et rolling mill located at nH g1ey Shades" now 
duPont'• Hagley Powder ills on the Brandywine. 

17871 Flour mill invention of Oliver Evans, reoogn1z d by 
tig!"slature Act• ot Pennarlvani I and Dela ar, and tbe 
aame by Maryland and New Hampehlr • With carr1e.g propell d 
by the light. quick, and powei'ful C l.umb1an Hi Pressur 
St am Engint, he cllle "the 1mple and rhaps th mo t 
philosophical steam engine ever conceived. end which he ex
plained to Captain aster that he might descl'i be 1 t to the 
ng1neer1 and people of England, "to show", said Evans, 
that both ateam carriage and ate boat wer practicabl 

with my et am ng1ne, I tiret put wheels to it d propel-
1 d it by the eng1n• a mile and a halt up Market St. (Ph11 • ) 
and around Center Square to the river Schuylkill. Secondly, 
I fixed a paddle wheel at the et rn and propelled 1 t by the 
engine down th• Schuylkill and up the Del war 16 miles, 
leavtng all the vea ela that w re under s 11 tull half way 
b hind ( the wind being ahead ) • Altho the ppl1c t1on 
was so temporary aa to produce great friction and the flat 
moat 1117-:rormed tor aa111P.S, all of which wa performed 1n 
the presence of thousand." 

1800: The origin of the fir t iron foundcy at S cond and 
Juat1aon Sta. 

1810: The opening or th first machine ops by Alrich, 
Jron!'ary, and Allen t north w at corner of Seventh and 
Shipley Sta. 
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File f 250. rr 

- 2 .. 

1816, The t1rat and original paper making cylinder patent
ed by Thomas and Joshua Gilpin• originating the cyl1ntl r 
paper making machine in place of the hand pro e,s and eeiv • 

18291 Tli f'1rst tat1onary t am engtne ua d in th 11-
mington Metropolis by Kahl.on Betta, 8th & Orange St. Foundry 
• low presauN ( 1.e. condena1ng) and bout 7 or a horse 
power. 

l830t A eteam locomotive railroad - The New Castle am 
Frenchtown. 

18§21 ~e firwt long car upported by two four-wheel ~ucks 
one at each nd - invented by John B. D :ws y 1n the employ 
ot the N w atle and Frenchtown 11 Road. 

1812: !the first steam engine built in W11min; ton by cOlary 
and Bush at their machine shop. south east corner of 8th and 
Orange Sta. 

18351 Sanr,el liarlan. Jr.•s t1rat passenger car built t 
south west corner ot Tenth and Market Sta. 

J.aaac March lat, the tound1ng or the Harlan-Hollingtwor th 
Company. who aaw Amer1oa•a then recent and 1n1t toey pros .... 
perity in torgee and rolling mills and England1 a (1820 
torn.rd) 1n iron ship building; the present population, 1n 
1880, being nearly ten times that ot 1836. 

1840t The "Tioga" passenger ear built by the Harlan and 
tro!I'ingaworth Oo. used now for about half century,. 

l84Za Conatru.ct1ng a cylinder for Capt. w. Wh1lld1n, Sr.'s• 
steamboat Sun" led to the eetabli •hment of the first iron 

,J>b1i1ld1ng 7.ard 1n the U. S. • the Harlan and Holling -
worth Company • (Sem.1-cent~nniaJ. o1r, p. 189.) 

l84S o 
!e44: Building ot tho "Bangor" th first utilized and re
gu'!ar1y plied iron seagoing propellor teamer eonstruoted 
1n the U: s. • begun Oct. 1843, launched • 1844. 

ifM• !he .f'1ret iron ,team. boats int u. B. to go to aoa; 
spanker and schooner rig 1ng~ built; bY' H rle.n nd Hollings .. worth Co., the ttAehlandn and he "Ocean". 

1848: '!he Pueey and Jon e Co. founded. by John Jones 1818 
and Joshu L. Pusey. • • 

~ii Moat com~lete •boring and turning mill" 1n the u. s. 
!I~ by Pu ey and Jone co. 
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and crook d Christiana wa still an ins1gn1t1eant se tlement. New 

c tl • torty m1lea n 81' r the sea than Phil delph1 and f1tty 

year• old r. Daring the sootch-Iriah 1mm1srat1on them jor1ty ot 

these immigrants landed there, and t~om t • port made their w 

inland. N • castle was th early Dutch c p1tal and ae tot Ju t1o• 

for th settlementa on th South River, and 1n Penn's tim 

chiet plac ot th• "Thx' e Counties on the D&lawal' "• In 1790 the 

tranater ot th capital of the United States to Washington placed 

ew Oastl on he dir c land.•and.•w tr route bo N w England and 

the 1ddl Atlanti St ta to the now eat ot gov rrurt n. It was also 

regard du on the direct rout from the Atlantic coast to the new 

et. New caatl had its regular and trequen fzt$1ght and p seeng r 

packe o Philadelphia and 1ta turnp1k aoro the Pen1naula conn ct-

1.ng with pack ta to Baltimoro. 

1th de p wat rat its wharves, and s1tuat as 1t w son the 

main Horth~south and East-West rout a, H w C stle e med dest1n d to 

b com tropo arger than Wilmington. and r1val1ng _Ph1l dolphia. 

Yet th city-never . ta1n d th eatnea that w s expect d. The 

op~1 ot th• route to th. eat trom Phil delph1a. to Pitt burgh 

less ned the 1mportanc of ew Caatl s a po1nt on th t-west 

x-oute. The ettling of the tbr1tty 1nduetrioua Quak r at 1lm1ngton, 

wher thy thew ter power tor the mill on th Brandywine 

n arb7 the de p waterway o the Chr1 t1ana and Delaw R1vers 1 

caused Wilmington gr dually to forge ahead ot 1te neighbor city. 

About 1800, the u. s. cuat use was mov d fro ew Gastl to 

1lm1ngton. Tho Chesapeake and Dela• Oanal com.plet din 1829, 

took ay moat ot the North-South tratt1c, end the development ot 
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LOCATION - Lewes 

Submitted by - George R. Carey 

Date - January 15, 1936. 

Topic --Industry 

1 

PILOTS OF THE DE'LAWARE BAY AND RIVER 

File 

The Delaware Bay and river connecting the ports of 

Wilmington, Chester, Marcus Hook, Camden and Philadelphia 

with the Atlantic Ocean is one of the most important 

waterways in the eastern United States. The distance from 

Philadelphia to the mouth of the bay is 103 statute miles 

or 89 nautical miles.From the time of the first passage by 

ship until the present day, piloting has been one of the 

most important industries of Lewes. 

All foreign ships or ships with foreign cargoes 

are obliged to take on pilots to navigate the bay and river. 

American ships, whose captains hold Federal licenses are 

not required to take pilots, yet many times a pilot is 

requested. A Federal license may be attained after hav-

ing made twelve round trips of the bay and river. Fees 

for pilotage are cha.1?ged according to the actual draft of 

the ship when boarded. 

In 1896, The Pilots Association of the Bay and 

River Delaware was formed by popular vote of the 94 men 

who then held licenses as pilots on this waterway. 
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Previous to that time each man worked singly. 

Eight boats, thew. w. Curr, Thos. F. Bayard, E. w. Tunnell, 

Henry c. Cope, E. C. Knight, John Wildren1 Thos. F. Howard, 

and J. Henry Edmunds, were used for boarding and landing. 

Competition between men and boats was so intense that 

they scoured the sea for distances up to 200 miles in search 

for incoming ships. Many times two pilots would reach 

the same ship at the same time and then would come much 

arguing and near violence as to who should have the right 

to take over the prospect. This grew to such a pitch that 

something had to be done. 

The organization was formed by all of the pilots, 

and rules were made to govern the association's industry. 

Three of the eight boats previously used were kept on duty. 

One worked to the south, another to the eastward and one 

was used for taking off pilots. A new steam vessel, the 

Philadelphia, was bought and put into commission in July, 

1897. One of the eight sailing vessels was kept on as a 

tender. 

The earnings of the pilots are pooled and after 

all expenses are taken out are divided accordingly. 

A pilot boards his ship in Philadelphia or other 

river port, takes it down the river and bay and boards 

the pilot boat at the capes. He stays on station until 

he gets another ship to take into port. Only in cases 

of emergency is he taken directly to the pilot ship from 

shore. In order that each man does the same amount of 

work, rotation of turns is used. 
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Motor transportation is taken by the men between their 

homes and the port of boarding a vessel. 

During the Spanish American War, the steamer 

Philadelphia was sold to the Government and in December 

of 1898 a very similar boat was built and placed in 

commission. The new vessel was also barned the "Philadelphia". 

She is 144 ft. long, 25 ft. beam and 12 ft. draf't. This 

boat is still being used along with the Delaware, a diesel 

powered boat, 118 ft. long, 26 ft. beam and 10 ft. draft. 

The Delaware was connnissioned in 1929 and replaced the old 

J. Henry Edmunds that grounded during a fog in 1928. Pilot 

boats are exempt from tonnage classifications. The Phila--
delphia is valued at $100,000 and the Delaware at $80,000. 

Both boats are owned and operated by the Pilots Association. 

They may be distinguished by day or a blue flag and at 

night by a red light ten feet below a white light visible 

all around the horizon. 

To become a bay and river pilot, an apprenticeship 

of four years bound to a full licensed pilot is required. 

During this period the rate of pay is $5.00 per month. The 

first two years are spent aboard the pilot boats learning 

seamanship and navigation. The latter half of the apprentice

ship is spent making trips up and down the river. Within 

the two years a total of 96 trips must be made, with an oral 

and written examination at the end of the given time. 

Pilots are licensed for 15 ft., 23 ft., and unlimited draf't 

of ships. 
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Apprentices are appointed and pilots are licensed .by the 

Commissioners for the Bay and River Delaware, in Pennsyl

vania, and by the Delaware Pilot Commission in Delaware. 

At present, there are 65 pilots and 2 apprentices. Thirty

three of the pilots reside in Lewes. 

Cooperation by the pilots with the quarantine 

authorities is maintained. All foreign ships or ships 

with foreign cargoes or ships which have come through 

foreign waters must stop at the quarantine stations lo

cated at Marcus Hook and at Reedy Island. The buoy system 

of markers and locations is very clear and well maintained. 

The u. s. Engineers are charged with the work of soundings 

for deep and shallow water in order to keep the channel 

well marked. The channel at present averages from 800 

to 1 1 000 ft. wide with a depth of 35 ft. 

The Pilots' Society, which dates back to 17821 was 

formed to provide for the widows and orphans of men of this 

occupation. This was the first and only cooperation ever · 

shown until the present association was formed. There is 

no age limit for active duty nor is there a limit to time 

in service. 

Offices of the Pilots Association for the Bay and 

River Delaware are located at 322 Chestnut St. Philadelphia. 

The president is Eugene C. Kelly; the secretary and treasurer 

is George Coulter. The senior pilot is Captain Fred 

Burton of Lewes, Delaware. 
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A club is maintained with recreation facilities and for 

staying overnight. Admittance may be had only by in

vitation from one of the members. 

Competition to this organization is afforded by a 

group of men who have licenses for these waters and work 

independently. They are generally known as the "mud pilots" 

and but a small amount of the work is taken by them. 

References: Harry w. Chambers, Master Pilot, Lewes, Del. 
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Delalare River end Bay 

Th Dela ar Riv r 

The Dela ar River and y must be accorded top 

r ting in any appraisal of .America's great ate aya in 

their contributions to the development of th country 

and its na i..'lu.., ,. resources. This maritime high ay carried 

cargoes exceeding a total of one million tons in 1936 which 

ere appraised at about one billion of dollars. Seventy

sen steamship lines called at 137 ports carried merchand

is to and from very part of the globe hile stoa.m ·tankers 

brought almost fifty per cent of the oil produced in this 

colllltry to the refineries along the banks of the rivor to 

undergo the final process of maldng it merchantable. In 

addition a two-hundr d mile pipe line from the petroleum 

field of Pennsylvania adds a constant stream into the 

hug tanks at larcus Hook wher it too undergo a the 

refining proc ss s. V ssels ply up and down th water ay 

carrying precious cargoes to foreign ports or bringing them 

to Philadelphir or Wilmington. Pleasure yachts and 

vessels of all type dot the bosom of the Majestic Dela are 
~ 

indicating how u .fUl is the river and its manifold tri-

butari and the bay. It perhaps has brought greater 

ealth on its tides than any other freight carrier in tho 
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Ships and Shippinf 

Some interesting verse written upon the appearance of the steamboat 

"Phoenix" the first passeneer steamer to run regularly on the Del. 

river. (About IBIO.) 

"Of each wonderful plan, 

Eer invented by man, 

This nearest perfection approaches, 

No loneer 2eee-up and gee-ho, 

but fiz-fiz-off we go. 

Nine miles to the hour 

with fifty horse power, 

by day time and night tine 

arrive at the right time 

without rumble or jumble 

or chance of a tumble 

as in chaise, gig, or whiskey 

when horses are frisky." 

Written by a Mr. Watsory ostensibly a boat builder connected with 

the buildine; of the 11 fhoenix". 

Semi-Centennial of the Harlan& Hollinesworth Co. I836-I886. 
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Sept. 2,I938. 

Ships & Shipping 

The 11 0nrust" (Hestlessness). 

The "Onrus'" was built & launched in the spring of I6I4. This vessel 

was the first product of skilled labor in New YorK city1 ~New Nether

lands.), by the Dutch settlers. 

She was classed as a yacht of 44 1 6 11 keel, II'6" beam & about I6 tons 

or as the Dutch put it "8 lasts burthen". 

The ~nrus II was large enour h for ocean going and on the other hand 

capable and small enour,h for navieatine the channels of the I3 rivers 

which have their outlets thru N.Y. bay. 

Capt. Block sailed her thru "Hell Gate" and it is quite likely that 

the 10nrus II was the first sailing vessel to make that perilous 

passage. 

Cornelis Hendriksen later assumed conmiand. He discovered 11 a certain 

county, bay and 3 rivers lying between the 38th and 40th degree 

of latitude." One of these rivers was the Del aware. 

The II l\..,..,rus•" w d b ~· ~ as un ou tedly the first boat to explore the Delaware. 

Janvier-Dutch foundinc of N.Y. 

974.7 -j2G. 
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Ships and Shipping 

'l'he Banger 

i1he Bangor", built by the Betts, Harlan, and Hollingsworth Co. was 

the first iron seagoing propeller steamer constructed in the u,s. 
She was begun in Oct. I843, launched May I844. Completed and 

delivered to her ovmers, the Bangor Steam ha-:vigati~n Co. eight 

months after th~ keel was laid. Amazing speed in those dBys. 

'l'he Bangor measured 2;5I tons burden, 120.b t. in length between 

perpendiculars, 23 1 breath of beam moulded 8· about I3I 1 overall 

on deck. She had 3 wooden masts, schooner rigged with bowsprit 

jibbon carrying ax suit of 8 sails. 

·,, a1mington, Delawane 

'i"he Ocean and "Ashland" built by the H&h Co. were the first 

iron steamers built in the U.S. to go to Sea. Delivered in 1844. 

~he f4Pet steamboat to ply regularly between ,ilm. & Phila. was 

the · \lest a II in I8I2. Sne was followed by tne ·• &uperior and the 

jilmington. After these t .e l'Jlx. Emerald'1 & the 'Newcastle" 

were placed on this line. 

18.)3- the steamboat 11 'Ielegraphn -Capt. ,Jhilldin-

I84~-50. -the side wheel steamer" hilldin" was built by Capt. 

,,hilld1.n for h ls route. 

:850- 11 1:re Zep11yr 

186<'>- ': '10 Samuel .v1. .ft el ton 11 • - - -

Semi-Centennial,H & II Co. I836-I886. 
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Ships &Shipping 

Larly steamboats built in ,Jilm. 
--=,-

1 Stocktoni!------H. · h. Co. 

' 'l1homas A. Morgan~-- "John A. arner 11 --- ·''I'wilight;• --- '1.t!.idwin I orr -

est"---"Columbia". 

~arly steamboats to& from Smyrna~ 

I846--~K8nt & lapoleon we.e placed on this route. 

I8b0---Capt. 1,hilldin began running t'1.e.1l ·Ballon" to Smyrna. 

I857- - If II fl I II ' I ' Pilot boy 11 8 

J.he next steamer running to Smyrna was the propeller "John .• 'lagg

art. 

t111onr, other steamers to Smyrna<-< 1fov1castle were the 1' Delaware 1 , Lal ti 

more, 1ewcastle 11 "Geo. 

.Hobt. J,iorris 1 • 

,asnington 1 P II ,n. enn , 1' Carroll ton 11 , 8 the 

'Ihe 'Clio•· ran to Odessa, 10 1ti:Rl:xx , the "Ariel" to Collins beach, 

'John A, ,,arner to Sea Breeze as a summer excursion boat. '' 'l i-iomas 
Clyde.,. also. 

In 1843 John :-rarr built the 11 Appoqudmniminck~ and she ran to Odessa • 
• 

In I872 Jackson - Sharp, sl:ip builder::: of 1dl.n. built the 11 Larah 

A, J:ddgeway1 • 

In the early I84C I s Samuel .~arll'n of the firm o::' Betts, Pusey, and 

Barlan, machinists, a~cepted a repair job on the steamer l:iun II , 
which led to the founding of tne first iron ship building yard 

in the U.S. at ,ilm. Delaware. 

'lhe 'Volunt':lr' the yacht which represented America in the Inter-

Cup races in 1887 & defeated t:ne l!.nglisrr1acht 11 '...'histle 

~ -4 Al) f ~ 0 I_; <uLP · 



Butler. Marine Terminal 

The greatest centralized construction activity in Wilmington 

of the WPA. since its inception has been located at the Marine 

Terminal. • • 

All four main loading platgorms of cargo sheds at the terminal 

have been rebuilt as well as the dismantling of an unused market 

house at the mu ~icipal wharf and re-erected at the terminal where 

added improvements were made. 

Because the terminal was constructed on made ground over 

marshy area, the concrete platforms sank, cracked and became so 

broken that they were dangerous to use and hampered efficient 

handling of cargoes. The WPA broke up and removed hundreds of 

square feet of concrete, laying new steel supports and concrete. 

In a ddition to this they have built new quay-fronts, added 

acres of outside storage space, painted and repaired buildings 

and constructed a new concrete highway link, through the terminal 

to Delaware River ferry terminal, which not only relieves traffic 

congestion byt also makes available new storage areas for the 

increasing lumbar imports. 
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Rehoboth Bay Waterway 
Is 60 Per Cent Complete 

}Dredging of the channel from 
B'roadk;H River to Lewes, the new 
iJ:JJ!and waterway between Rehoboth 
Bay and Delaware Bay, is 60 per 
C€-nt complete, Lieut.-Col. John C. 
H. Lee, U. s. district engineer, 
Phlladelphia, reports. The Atlantic, 
Gufr. and Pacific Company dredge, 
Scl"od continued on dredging work 
throughout Felbruary. 

Work on the construction of the 
two para'11el sheet steel pile jetties 
at the new entrance to the water
way of Short and Shookley is un
derway. 

A survey of MurderkiU River, 
fr~m Frederica to the mouth, has 
bc.>en made to determine the dredg
ing necessary. 
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Hon. Edward Cooch, 

229 Larch Avenue, 
Teaneck, N. :r. 

September 5th, 1938. 

Lt. Governor~ State of Dela are, 
Dover, Dela are. 

Dear Sir: 

In a book entitled "Delo. are", recently published 

through thew. P.A., and bearing your endorsement, 

there is a reference to the Springer heirs, I think on 

page 277, or 77, and a suit they brought against the 

City of \ 11m1ngton. I am not interested in the suit as 

such for anything over two hundred years old is a waste 

of time and generally the unwritten law of repose is a 

bar to it, but as one of the Springer descendants I 

ould like to find out on bat authority the authors of 

the book base the state ent that a meeting of the Springer 

heirs as forbidden by a Chicago judge. This reference 

I would very much like to secure as to Liber and page, 

or o. copy of the decision and papers in the record. It 

appears to . ave been based on some confession of fraud in 

bringing the suit, and may throw some light on the ancost_ry 

of Carl Christopher Springer, the irmnigrant ancestor. 

Thanking ou for any information you may give me. 

Yours very truly, 

Archibald 1 • :rordan 
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ubmitted by J.3arton Cheyney 
Re-written by E. Y.night 
Date June 2, 1936 

Sprincer Heirs - Celebrated Case. 

Tbe city of ~ilnington provided the locatimn for one 

of the most peculiar nd interesting claims on the part of 1-:i.~irs of 

old settlers ever encountered in tte United Stntes. For r.:iany 

years the celebrated case of t~e Springer Heirs continued provid

ing the city witb thousands of lines of newspaper publicity, . 
throughout the nation. 

The name of Charles Christopher Springer is lmovm to 

the students of early Wilmington history as the agent for the 

lee.sine and selling of propert-r which wns O\med b:r Old Swedes 

Church; 500 acres having been given to the church by Irs. Anna 

Stalcop, v1ife of one of the largest landovmers in the section. But 

to · any others the name had a different sie;nificance. It V!D.S to 

them n:eans of laying claim to a lart:e section of the C:i t~r of Yiil

mington ~ost of which is now occupied by the business section of 

the ci t_y. Originally beeun by persons who ·"'el t thE' .. t t "e~r 1ad 

an honest cl!hrlnn to the propert..,r, the claimants were eventuall.,r 

banded toeethcr by a group of shrewd pror.·otcrs who sa-w in the 

unsuspecting persons a target for one of the widest spread 

con.:'idence games in the countr:,-. 

Tl~e Springer Veirs first came into existence a.bout the 

end of the Jivil War and continued their efforts lL~til about 1929, 

buildine castles and na ing unfounder: clairr-s for the land wl ich 

was reputed to have been given to Charles Spr:i.nger, prior to hms 

death in 1738, under a grant fron \villimr Penn and v1hich made up 
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a tract of some 1900 acres of land~28 of wl'ich ran 

throuc;h the center of the present city, Tbe pro:rroters 

elaborated on the scheme,held meetin.e;s r-nd talked of an 

est.,te wh5_ ch ran fror1 eig:1t:r r illion dollars to as hi[:;h 

as one hundred and fifty million dollars. The interest of the 

the victim was ~ept alive by constant increases in the 

estimated value of the estate and the a dins of fictitious 

tales such as relating that Sprineer had been a Swedish 

Baro"Y"\ and th.Rt there vms one hundred million dollars in 

treasure deposited in a Stockholm bank . 

The Scheme continued to flourish even after mnny setbacks 

on the part of the 11heirs 11 who were of ercat number and. were 

recuited from 11 sections of the countr:. r~etinrrs were 

held in great secrecy and larce sums of ::-"Oney extracted from 

the prospective millionaires to carry on the research, but 

all to no avail. Court records proved conclusivelT that 

Charles Springer had not been a l"'..nded irember of the oricinal 

settlement and tr"t the land that vms attributed to have 

been his was ric:t.tfully tre propert-- of Cld Swedes Churc: 

throush the tift of ·rs. Stalcop. 

Undau:1ted by their continued setb2.cks t:e "heirs" contin

ued their efforts and it was not until a Chica.30 Judee had 

refused to allow a meeting of the clan and the confession of 

one o~ the pror1oters that there was any :i.et up in the activity 

of t}1e group . 

Even toda: there r're latters received in the city 

askin,::; when the cl2.i:r.:'s of the " .... prin0er Leirs 11 will be settled. 
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Sp • .1.:.i-eirs 

It riieht be well to point out thr>t the legitil:1ate 3-240 

descendants of the Sprineer family in this city at all 

times scoffed at the scheme and did 8 great deal to have 

t' e swindle stopped. 
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Springer "Heirs" - Celebrated Case. 

The colossal confidence scheme embedQ.~d under the name 

of Springer Heirs (Inc.,) tops all loca1 achievements in re

lieving unsophist1cates of their money, through the most dis-

1ng nious methods possible, and continued for seven or eight 

decades before it was permitted to die for lack or victims. 

Perhaps 1929 may ta.ke credit for wiping out the crooked game. 

It is remarkable that such b011 deception could be utilized 

to fleece so many persons over such a long period of years as 

was practiced on the v:itleas claimants of the "estate"of 

Charles Christopher Springer. There was not a statement in 

building up the scheme or continuing it that was true. In 

f ct the truth and light were carefully avoided. While the 

plan was not ingenious it was baited with promises of $80,000,000 

and later with 150,0001 000 and brought thousands and thousands 

of dollars to unecrupulou promoters. 

The Springer "heirs" based their claims on the false 

pramis t~at Charles Christopher Springer (or just Charles 

Springer, the eame individual) was the owner of 1 1 900 acres 

of le.nd1 228 of hich had become the heart of 1lm1ngton and 

that his descendants - (he v.ad five sons all born here) -

ere entitled to the property or its equivalent in money. 
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The "heirs" were informed that their ancestors owned th 

property as a grant from William Penn, and again that he had 

purchased it soon after reaching Wilmington. It was .further 

claimed that he had leased the property to the Swedish Church, 

all of which was fict i tious. Notwithstandit1g, the records 

clearly showed that a tract of 500 acres was deeded to the 

church by Mrs. Anne Stallcup (or Stalcop) as a gift) and Charles 

Springer acted as agent in selling or leasing the properties 

and so signing the deeds of transfer. Just when the scheme 

was incubated records fail of the information, but soon after 

the Civil War so-called heirs held meetings and organized 

as a preliminary of going after the Springer millions wi th a 

united front. Then began the pursuit of the "Will-o'-The

Wisp" - the demand for ~the land of Charles Springer upon which 

half of Wilmington had been built~) 

The background of the scheme was prepared well in advance 

and the reports were put into circulation declaring that Charles 

Springer was born in Stockholm, (Sweden), and later taken to 

Germany, from t here sent to college in England; kidnapped from 

his school and sold into slavery to a Virginia tobacco planter. 

At the conclusion of his bondage he was released and proceeded 

afoot to join the Swedish Colonists who had settled on the 

Christiana, the story ran. 

Much emphasis was laid on the bogus claim that Springer, 

soon after his arrival at Christeen, purchased 1,900 acres of 

land, adjacent to the Swedes' Church which at the lowest estimate 

could not have been acquired under $1,500. This claim was 

rapped and ridiculed by a judge of the Supreme Court of Dela-

ware writing off-bench. 
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9f:; 

He pointed out that tobacco was the only currency in Virginia 

at the time, and to have brought here its equivalent of the 

reputed purchase money would have required a small train of 

pack horses; the jurist added, if he had started away wit 

toba_cco, he would hav b en arrested and jailed. 

In further appeal to the "he1rs 0 , the promoter reported 

Springer to have been the seventh son of the third wife of his 

father., which believers in astrology might lntarpre·t into good 

luc, good health, good fortune and riches. Another fable was 

to catch the interest of those to whom a title means much, made 

Charles Springer, "Baron" Springer. The confidence game was 

subsequently strengthened and the pos ibly waning enthusiasm 

ot the "heirs", rallied., by the anno ncement that in the vaults 

of a Stockholm bank the "baron's" father had deposited great 

treasure valued t ao,000,000 or 100,000,000. But there was 

a string to the inher1tanc: the bank's claims must be met, and 

could be., by a small percentag of the wealth coming to the 

"heirs" throu their Wilmington claim. It is scarcely sur

prising that the "heirs" trusting 1n the truth of such glow• 

1ng reports were easy .fleeced. Mter the victims had been 

stimulated with such golden promises vocal pressure was applied 

and the statement that the 228 acres in question were the gift 

of Penn and never h d belonged to the generous Mrs. Stalcup. 

Thie wa exactly the opposite o.f truth or tact. 

Gr&ups o.f attorneys and accountant made occasional visits 

to the New Castle County Court House pretentiously to examine 

the record, and thus showing earnestness in .following up their 

claims and renewing the con.fidences of victims. 
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They remained for eeks pparently busy with research; they never 

reported the results but quietly stole away without explanation -

walked out on the "heirs." On group would be followed by 

another but all must h ve discover d t first sight or the 

records the truth about the Springer land; it was written plain

ly and with authorit t1ve detail. 

One pitiable individual. who came with the examiners in

sisted that the promises ot r1che that bad induced him to turn 

over all his savings to the promoters. continued at the books 

1n th vain hope that he might find a clue to documents. He 

remained so long that hungered• friendless and alone he was 

oblig d to tul'l., to the county for food and shelter. There 

were innumerable similar instances where lure of riches had 

brought despair and poverty. 

The times and meeting places of the heirs were known only 

to members in good standing. A direct descendant of Charles 

Springer learning of one in Philadelphia hastened to advise the 

victims of th swindle but he had great difficulty gaining 

admission. He afterwards informed friends that he had never 

before been 1n such an Aladdin-like atmosphere. Every mention 

of money was in terma of millions or tens of millions and when 

he was permitted to speak he informed the heirs that they were . 

being deceived - literally robbed• and laughed at - that the 

Swedish ancestor had little if any money or property at the 

time of his death, or at any period of his life. The"heirs" 

preferred to accept the happier version of the heads of their 
~ }"'Cvt) 

corporation, rather than the charges o"" one ""hostile" 

to their hopes. Wgo woulc go rather listen to the narrative of 

we 1th Just around the corner than to th fact that they were 
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victims of unscrupulous che eraf 

Another t 1m hen th faith of th shorn lambs w 

falterin,e tb.e false hepherds taged a dramatio bit of publicity 

1n the announced al of one-half a share of a claim for 6,000~ 

but the buyer declaring he had b en cheat d resold his purchase 

for the sam amount as he had paid. Tb latter rejoiced t the 
weU.., 

opportun1 ty, declaring he would be '~ healed" for the i-e-

mainder ot h1s days. The sellers and buyers were reported to 

be booming the business. The "phoney" gesture expanded the roll 

of member3 - potential victims. 

To impart an ir of confidence# the meetings were usually 

headed by one bearing the Springer name or some one introduced 

s a member ot the clan. ( It s h ould be borne in mind that 

Wilmington desc ndants of Charles Springer kept aloof from the 

scheme - unle s to frustrate the swindling of their kinsmen). 

Not a single truthful statement, it was said, entered into the 

claims of the heirs. To keep the movement aliv and g 

strong the report as given currency that Wilmington churches, 

courts and the entire citizenry had united to depr1v~ tae heirs 

of the rights and dues. The chi fa bethought themselves that 

th missing deed or will might have been buried in the grave 

with Charles Springer to thus dispose of all the evidence of his 

"vast riches." Consequently they announced that they would 

r open the grave in Old swedes Cemetery, doubtle s knowing that 

it h d be n built over with masonry when the church was restored 

several years befor • They cou1d have ascertain d also that 

in digging foundation for abutments to strengthen th walls 

or the protioo the workmen accidentally had dug into the 180 

y a old r ve of Char.Les Springer but fo\Uld nothing. 
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Of course there were no docu.~ents for there had never been 

either a 1111 or deed or Charles Christopher Sprin er. The 

reaction to the publicity and to the gold n promises of th 

promoters t the meeting of heirs was expressed in th volume 

of letter that poured in from every section of the country 

eeking information regarding the Springer -estate. It was 

obviou that a great number of v1ct1ma w re being ttracted to 

the rich bait, and the ayor ilmington, the Register of ills, 

and Recorder of Deeds of the County, and th W1lm1ngton ,ost

master, in order to awaken the "heirs" to the fact that the7 

were being shorn, 1 sued a statement over their names denounc-

ing the whole ffair. Inf ct letter came to be a nui ance, not 

only for the officials but for al.most everybody in the city, 

hose f 1end er& anxious to ascertain if they were not elligible 

for the great divide of the millions they h d heard bout. 

'The first official "rap" administered to the "heirs" s 

by Chicago judge ho forbade the holding of a sch duled meet 

ing and ordered an immediat audit of the books. But this failed 

to shake the faith of those aiting for million to c.ro~ into 

th ir pockets. Even the confession of Mary Springer to a.hon 

about the rune time that she had for.med and organiz d the 

Springer claimants years b for brought few immed1at desertions 

from the ranks or the hopeful.. a. McMahon made her admissions 

through an attorney at a meeting of the heirs who d elared ~1:11:f:: 

that she had on1y soue):lt to obtain money from people in ame.ll 

towns. It was lso promised that she would end all connection 

1th the scheme. s. Mc~ahon soon afterwards forwarded a copy 

of her confession to the niter# w .. 10 had previously denounced 

the robbery. 
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This is only interesting in revealing th t the woman was 

decidedly lacking in those mental qualities that would beget 

uch shrewd plotting. The persistent enduring faith of th 

v1ct1 w s further demonstrated, directly fter the confession 

of th organizer of the scheme1 when at largely attended 

meeting "50 w 11 dre s d and genteel men and women~ were ad• 

mitted to membership 1n the corporation by paying $15.00 each 

for initiation and a year's dues. It addition they wer 

doubtles inveigled into paying six other dollars for certifi

cation ot their eligibility as e.n heir, and to be recorded on 

the much o erburdened family tree. Each applicant for member• 

ship ae called upon for a imilar contribution to the cause. 

The proc sa was co tly for a voucher was requisite to establish 

kinship 1th the clan and 1n cases where these were not "con

vincing" the enilollment might be facilitated by the payment or 
additional fee .for further search when the mis ing link in th 

chain of kinship was sure to be found. 

Almost constantly there were calls for extra funds for 

se rches were declared exp nsive. It is recorded that even 

~ s. Mc ahon had shot the lid off the incorporation, 5,000 

was collect d toward a sum of $50#000 to continue the search. 

Research work w s costly, the meeting was informed - to which 

every "heir" could have voiced an "amen." 

One exposure after another ot the rascally schem failed 

to entirely Scotch the plot, for even as this is wri-tten, there 

continues inquiries by mail as to when the heirs may expect the 

s ringer melon to be cut. 

The land the confidence promoters utilized to back their 

crook d scheme would have greatly enriched all the heirs and 
claimants. 
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The plot is "boot shaped" ot 228 acres, extending .from the 

Christiana River at Stalcop's run, then up the run to nearly 

parallel with Poplar Street, thence West o.f it to Seventh and 

Poplar Streets, thence northeast more than a mile to Rattlesnake 

Run, about 13th and Lincoln Street, then about at right angles 

south 123 .feet thence southeast to Third and French Streets• 

down French to the Christiana. The tract includes .factory, 

residential sites, stores, etc., and possibly today 1ts value 

would be little short of $60,000,000. There never was the least 

danger of the owners losing their property nor was there any 

anxiety on that score tor every Wilmingtonian knew that the 

"glebe" land - the gift to the church ot Mrs. Stalcup - was 

simply being exploited - used as a peg upon which to hang the 

• worst confidence sbheme o.f the last century, worst when it 1s 

recalled th t the victims were small town folks, who like the 

rest of mankind, sought to escape denials, dra~ness and drudgery 

through worldly possessions and pleasures. 

Through th in~amoua swindle Wilmington has gained more 

newsp~per publicity the.n any other city. For more than ha1f a 

century there have been inquiries regarding the Springer estate 

and numbers ot "heirs" have come here prepared to take home their 

share of the mythical millions. But the scheme 1s dead never 

to gain its feet again even though there be many more year~ 

befor the inquiries from anxious long waiting heirs cease. 

The whole plot was based as stated on the false premise 

that the 220 acres was asserted to have been the property of 

Charles Springer, whereas the land was .first owned by the 

husband of a devout member of the Old swedes, who after his 

death; the widow deeded 500 acres to the congregation, and 
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Charles Christopher Springer in disposing of the land by sale 

or long term leases signed his name ae agent and not as lessor 

or o~ner. All these facts could have been gathered from the 

county records had the promoters actually not been af'ra1d ot 

the truth. The Supreme Court Justice referred to above 1n 

ridiculing the claim challeng d the heirs to bring suit in 

Delaware, the home o five or six generations of real Spr111.ger 

heirs. In tact tl1e Judge regarded th long persuit of the 

Springer millions a a r ascally proceeding to trap unwary 

unsophisticates, 

A direct descendant of Charles Springer quotes from an 

thentic ~ijtstory or Swedes on the Delaware" to show that the 

founder of the American Springer clan was born in Stockholm, 

in 1658, came to this country 683 , and died at 80, 1 1738. 
J 

There la no mention of his hav a title nor having been in 

bondage. He was educated above the average of his national.a, 

engaged in small business , c ~nducted services in the church in 

the absence of a rector~ and was selected by the congregation to 

exercise the power of attorney in the stewardship or the "glebe" 

property th~ ~ift of the wealthy Mrs. Stalcup. 

of h v 500 acres gift can be located. 

Only 228 

o one has ascertained the number of the Springer "~elra" 

and claimants who were fleeced, but it is recorded that there 

were hundreds of them. Recalling that the present Springers are 

but five or six generations removed from the em1gre leads to the 

·conclusion that they closely approached the fecundity o M. • 

and Mme. Dionne, French Canadians, who appear to have topped 

all records for nnJ,ltiplication in the production ot prog 

in the simultaneous birth ot five daughters. 
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Re!'erences: 

"The Springer Case" by Judge William G. Whiteley (1883) 

with further explanations by Former Chancellor Charles M. 

Curtis, active in the admfnistrat1on or Old Swede's atfairaJ 

in pamphlet form issued in 1908. Statement by John H. 

Springer, llmington descendant of Charles Christopher 

Springer inserted 1n the same folder. Newspaper Clippings, 

and from writer's own notes, readincs and interviews. 
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Traveling Minstrels Formerly Frequent Visitors 

WHILE writing recently concerning 

, my earliest observations of theat

rical facilities in Wilmington I was re

minded of the frequent visits in years 

past of traveling minstrel troupes. These 

were among the most popular attrac
tions for many years. 

I re~ember many times when I en
joyed the parades of the troupes and 
their subsequent performances. The 
fact is that business on Market Street 
was terrporarily suspended when the 
minstrels were marching past the stores, 
so that everybody could see them. 

For many years minstrels appeared 
regularly at the Grand Opera House. 
That arrangement prevailed until the 
Playhouse began to function, when the 
scene shifted to that theatre. 

When a minstrel troupe was to ap
pear at the Grand Opera House it was 
advertised long in advance. On the day 
of its appearance the company usually 
arrived in the morning. In snappy dress 
attire the fun makers, with their bands 
playing, often gay in brilliant uniforms, 
marched up Market Street about noon, 
and sometimes out Delaware Avenue 
some distance. 

Prior to the performance there gen
erally was a concert by the band in 
rant of the theatre. Sometimes there 

one performance, that at 
other times there was a 

Magnetic Influence 
It was a rare exception when the 

heatre was not filled to capacity. Fre
uently people were turned away. There 
as no room for them inside. Minstrels 

had magnetic drawing power. Wilming
tonians-like people in other cities
were great admirers of the minstrels. 
They became familiar with all of the 
outstanding members of the various 
troupes. And it is my conviction, from 
observation at the time, that the prin
cipal performers, those who were regu
lar visitors, felt that they knew the 
people of Wilmington. 

There was little opportunity for per
sonal acquaintance, but there was very 
pronounced evidence that the people 
on both sides of the footlights felt that 
they were acquainted with each other. 
There was a very apparent bond of 
friendship. 

'Gallery Gods' 
One of the interesting phases of a 

minstrel performance at the Grand 
Opera House was participation of the 
"gallery gods" in the program. The 
"gallery gods" were noisy boys who fre
quented the balcony. It was customary 
for the troupe to sing popular songs 
familiar to everybody besides introduc
ing new ones occasionally. 

And so, when the company joined 
with a soloist in singing the chorus 
there was help from the gallery. If the 
boys upstairs had not heard the song 
before they were quick to learn the air. 
If they did not know the words they 
could whistle or hum the tune-which 
they did with all of the vim they could 
muster. 

And they were encouraged to do so. 
The members of the company wel
comed the help from the gallery. And 
the more sedate and mature patrons 
downstairs did also. 

Among the earliest minstrel troupes 
visiting Wilmington that I can remem
ber were those of Primrose and West: 
Barlow, Thatcher, Primrose and West; 
Carncross and Dixie, and "Lew" Dock
stader. These were famous names in 
minstrelsy. 

In later years the most nearly regu
lar minstrel visitor to Wilmington was 
Al G. Field and his company, which 
appeared at the Playhouse several years. 
I recall that "Billy" Raymond, a popu
lar Wilmington vocalist, was a member 
of the company. 

I had heard of "Tony" Pastor's min
strels. Although I do not remember 
having attended any o~ their perform
ances I did visit "Tony" Pastor's Thea
tre on the Bowery in New York City. 
I was taken there as a boy when I was 
a guest in New York. 

"Tony" Pastor's Theatre was devoted 
to what was called a variety program 
This was what In later years becaml' 
popular under the namr of vaudeville. 
The fact Is that it was not far removed 
from .ninstrelsy. The latter, however, \s 
somewhat different, although It centres 
about comedy and vocal and instru
mental music. 

Comedy, a strong point with the black 
face entertainers, was localized by the 
minstrels in the communites they visit
ed. For example, it was not uncommon 
for minstrel jokesters, when performing 
in Wilmington, to aim their comic darts 
at well known local citizens. They were 
harmless quips and everybody enjoyed 
them. They gave the show a homelike 
atmosphere. 

A. 0. H. G. 

/of 
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Early Theatrical Facilities in Wilmington 

ILMINGTON'S contribution to 
what obviously is current revival 

terest in the spoken stage is a re
der of the popularity of tho 
itimate" theatre with our peor,le 
re the "movies" began to share the 
light. 
equent attractions at the Play
e, productions by the Drama 
ue and the Arden theatre, and the 
atic activities at the University of 

ware are indications of the turn of 
tide. So are the school and church 
atic projects. 

oking back, ~ome of the older Wil
tonians can remember when, even 

re the Grand Opera House came 
being, which was in 1871, our peo-
howed keen intetest in dramatics. 

First Adequate Playhouse 
e Grand Opera House was the first 
uate theatre in Wilmington. It 
the first in which there could , be 
uced satisfactorily the big stage at
ions accustomed to appearing in 
rincipal theatres in the large cities. 
yet, long before the Opera House 

me available extensive use was 
of the old Odd Fellows Hall, 

west corner of Third and King 
ts, and the auditorium of the Wil
ton Institute Building, northwP,st 
r of Eighth and Market Streets, 
of which antedated the Opera 

e. Odd Fellows Hall was placed in 
e in 1849 and the Institute Build-

1861. 
ile both of these structures had 
oriums and stages equipped for 
atics, the capacity of each was 
d in both respects. Neither could 
modate 8 large audience. The 

of each auditorium was level. Bo~h 
used frequently for dances, also 
irs, bazaars and a variety of other 
ses. 

yet, the stages were high enough 
the floors to enable the seated 

a tors to see the stage action fairly 
As I reca II, the acoustic properties 
ch produced satisfactory results. I 
ot remember having heard any 
laints on that score. 

Theatricals Incidental 
ther building was designed or con
ed primarily for theatricals. The 
function of Odd Fellows Hall was 
commodate several lodges of the 
endent Order of Odd Fellows 
held their meetings there. 

vision also was made for tenants, 

Shipley Street, which at that point ls 
lower than Market Street at Eighth 
Street. 

The drafting school, I believe, was 
devoted chiefly to night sessions. It wns 
attended largely by young men em
ployed in the Industries during the day. 
If my memory serves me correctly Vm
cent G. Hazard, a draftsman for the 
Pusey & Jones Co., was head of the 
school. 

At the Market Street front of the 
Institute Building for a long time Wll.S 

one of Wilmington's most popular drug 
stores. Herbert K. Watson was the pro
prietor. At one time also there was a 
mercantile establishment styled the 
Ninety-nine Cent Store. It was at the 
Eighth n.nd Market corner. It carried a 
varied stock of merchandise, including 
toys and novelties. 

Both the Institute Building and the 
Odd Fellows Hall were frequently used 
for dramatics and other types of en
tertainment long after the Opera House 
was b-.iilt, as well M before that time. 
The "big" shows, however, preferred the 
Opera House for obvious reasons. It 
could accommodate much larger audi
ences and had better stage appoint
ments. 

Comprehensive Shows 

The Opera House had a large stage 
as well as a large auditorium with a 
slanting floor and an adequate balcony. 
The scope of the stage's facilities wns 
demonstrated best, perhaps, when some 
of the mobile appurtenances were tem
porarlly withdrawn to make room for 
trained wild animal shows. There were 
large cages within which the perform
ances took place. The cages, much like 
those in the circus today, were on the 
stage. 

uusrness were on the ground floor. The 
auditorium was intended to be used 
for various purposes, chiefly local en
terprises, although it was available to 
traveling entertainers. These includ~d 
not only dramatic companies but also 
lecturers, glass blowers and exhibitors 
o! curiosities. 

Home of the Public Library 
The primary purpose of the In

stitute Building was to accommodate 
the Wilmington Institute Free Library, 
now at Tenth and Market Streets, whose 
fine new building was erected about a 
quarter of a century ago. The Eighth 
and Market Streets building had a 
variety o1 other uses. 

Goldey College had its beginning in 
the Institute Building, and it was quar
tered there a long time. 

At one time there was a drafting 
school in the basement, which, in
cidentally, was just a little below the 
level of the street. The entrance was on 

There also were other attractions in 
which many persons took part which 
required a great deal Of stage space. 1 
may cite, for example, an extravaganza 
styled "The Black Crook." There was a 
large and fantastically-attired chorus, 
besides the principals in this show. I 
have known several managers of the 
Opera House. The late Jesse K. Baylis 
held that post perhaps longer than any 
others. 

Wilmington's second "legitimate" 
theatre was the Academy of Music, 
northeast corner of Delaware Avenue 
and Tatnall Street, intended to be the 
home of opera. It was built in 1884 and 
was opened by the Boston Ideal Opera 
Co. 

The Garrick Theatre, William L, 
Dockstader·s final vaudeville house, 
Market Street a few doors above the 
Grand Opera House, was opened m 
1902. Prior to that Mr. Dockstader had 
theatres, first at 309 Shipley Street, the 
present Sunday Star building, and later 
at the northwest corner of Seventh and 
Shipley Streets. 

At one time there was a small thea
tre on the south side of Seventh Street 
just east of Walnut Street. It was 
known as the Seventh Street Theatre. 

According to recorded history there 
were earlier theatres in Wilmington, 
One was at Front and Orange Streets. 
Another was at the southeast corner of 
Sixth and Shipley Streets. Both of these 
theatres antedated Odd Fellows Hall 
and the Institute Building. In fact these 
two early ventures date back more than 
100 years, when Wilmington was a. 
small town. There have been other halls 
in which theatrical performances were 
given occasionally. 

A. 0, H, G. 
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Theatre 

The Theatre 1n Delaware 

The sudden silence that calms a theatre aUdience when the 

house darkens, the footlights go up and professional players 

await t eir cues int e inga 1 a moment of tense expectancy 

that now is seldom experienced in Delaware. At present, only 

a few prof s onals, with amateur, college, nd s·chool players 

re helping to keep the theatre alive in the state. 

lthough the professional theatre never has found in 

laware a genu nely fertile field, 1lmington has given spo

radic support to the theatre, as have Arden and Newark. From 

their beginnings in this state, theatrical performances have 

been subjected to the restrictive influences of uakers and 

Jo7 

ethodi t in successive periods. The remoteness of the lower 

part of the state in the early years, Delaware's am 11 population, 

and recently, the vaudeville and road attractions have be n other 

r ~ctora cheeking the theatre's progress in this st te. Several 

Dela areans have gained prominent places on the stage and in the 

cinema but t he st te ha had only one outstanding playY;right, 

Robert ontgomery Bird (1806-1854), native of New Castle. 

(Seep. 45 ). None of Bird's pl ys ever had a Vela are premiere. 

Prior to the evolution, amusements in Delaware were of 

the implest nature and althou the Hallam Players made frequent 

a pearances in Philadelphia dur1n the infancy of the American 

theatre, there is no record to show that the company ever played 

Delaware. In 1782 and later the state relaxed its stern ban on 



('Keefe 
~-1-37 

ewrite. 

-2- Theatre 

amusements to the extent of permitting fairs at 1lm1ngton, Ne 

Ca tle, Dover, and Lewes. These originally ere counterparts of 

the fairs 1n ngland. Horses, cattle, farm products and v r1ed 

goods were offered for sale or barter by farmers and tradesmen. 

There was life and color and g yety. There was, in addition, m 

music, dancing, and horse racing in which even staid uakers 

joined. But the legalized fairs were destined to be short-lived. 

They ere suppressed by the General Assembly on June 4, 1785 be

cause they had been marred by fakirs, liquor sellers, fights, and 

rude conduct. 

The earliest record of a professional theatrical troupe's 

appearance in Delaware is that of a visit in 1798 of an operatic 

unit headed by Uohn Bernard, (1756-1828). In his book, etro

spections of mer1ca1 1797-1811, Bernard, who was kno n as one 

of the brightest of ngli h comedians and one of the earliest 

of American managers, tells of the post-sea on division, into 

two sections, of the compan¥ with which he as connected nd of 

the operatic players' trip to Delaware under his direction. 

The u ual program of songs and recitations was given at 'Dov r, 

Lewiston and some other place, vary1n in size but agreeing so 

much in spirit that the pleasure of the trip soon began to over

balance its profit, · and, 11 e more eminent commanders, I was 

compelled, with chagrin, to give the signal for retreat." 

There 1s some question as to the location in Delaware of 

the •other places 0 mentioned in Bern rd's book. His reference 

to the players' stop-over at 'Chesterton," (Chestertown, d.) 

indicates that he had only a vague idea of the astern 8hore 

section's ctual State boundaries. 

ltbough this was an era of restriction, it is probable 
th t the first play ever to be ritten in Velaware date to 
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ealtb slo ly buts rely gained in ~orldliness. By 1830 there had 

been a circus exhibition in 1 gton and three years later there 1 

a record o.f ihat must have been the first appearance of a pro

fessional the trical troupe 1n the city. The perfo ance was given 

in a hotel. In 1834 the first legitimate theatre, th t1lmington, 

/JO 

as opened at Sixth and Shipley Streets. lhen the Philadelphia season 

closed in the summer the pl yers went on brier tours., usually including 

11lmington. In 1836, • and s. Ternan presented The Bath Road, 

follo d by Fazio or the Italian ife. The pro ram concluded 1th a 

.farce, Personation or Fairly Taken In. FTom the st rt, the sponsors 

of t r. is theatre encountered much opposit on. Quakers, then dominating 

the to 1 s social life, did not approve or the theatre. Apparently 

they felt, as did certain 1 ading hiladelphiane of the period, that 

the theatre "encouraged 1dl ness, dra ing great sums of money .from 

s.k an inconsiderat p rsons ho are apt to be fond of such kind of 

entertainment, though the perfo ance be ever so mean and contemptible." 

Soon the unceasing criticism o.f this ne t_ing 1n Wi ington's midst 

reached the proportions of a boycott, and in 1839, the city's first 

theatre closed its doors .for lack of patronage. 

an bile, Robert .ontgomery Bird, th Dela are-born play--r1ght, as inning recognition. His play The Gladiator# starring 

d 1n Forrest, a famous actor in his day, had scored a success 1n Ne 

York. Bird provided for the leading role a ch racter called Spartacus 

xactly suited to Forrest. He as cast as a Thracian captive of Rome 

o as forced into the arena as the price of a reunion 1th his if 

nd child. hen The Gladiator was presented in Philadelphia, "the 

udience rose and cheered in their seats." . lt 1 tman, then a drama 

critic in Brooklyn, seemed favorably impressed also. "This play," he 
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commented, "is as full of 'Abo11tion1sm 1 as an egg 1s of meat. It 1a 

fou ded on that paseag of Roman hi tory here the s~aves• all1e, 

Spanish, Tbr cian and A:f'r1can•rose against their masters, and formed 

th mselves into m111te.r-y org· 1zat1on and for a t1m suocesst'ully 

resisted the forces sent to qu 11·them.tt 

/// 

The Ea tern Shore of aryle.nd, and pr~aumably lower D laware, 

as being amused at about this time by the so-call d traveling shows" 

w1th their wax figurea, glass blowers, and the" tronge t man in the 

world." Th re ere occasional gr1eultur · fire in and bout 1lmington, 

musical programs either in Temperance Hall ot C1~y H 11, a ball at 

Christmas, summer boat rides to New J rsey or lower Delaware, but not 

much else. Perhaps it we becaua of the lack of varied amusements that 

a W1lm1ngton editor, writing 1n h1s paper 1n 1847 or the concert he had 
' ' 

attend d 1n Phil delph1, xp~es ed th hop ·that the ame program might 

be present din Wilmington. Tll.rougb the ~e~s the sem ·prosaic p ce 

cont1nued, unbroken sav for cattle shows, ploughing m tches, and church 

faire. 1lm1ngton•s first d F llow Hall, Third and King Street, 

wa opened 1n 1849 ae a pl oe tor shows, meetings and publ1o gatherings. 

Among the arly perfor rs th r w s yman, them 1c1an, who myet1f1 4 

1lm1ngton theatregoers ot 1852. Ironically, Robert ontgom ry Bird's 

The Gladiator had been perform d 1,000 times during this period; non 

of these performances was in Delaware. 

Ther a a sign1f1cant event t Newark in 1856 when a Del ware 

audience listen d to defense of th theatre. The apologist was one 
of WashingtoJl, D. c. Addressing the ShakespearA Club, Mr . Gouley 

o. F. oouleytsaid that the people make th dram, so that, if the 

stage presents a.n overdram picture ot lite, a picture flushed w1th 

sen uality, it 1a th people who have made it so. According to 

contemporary newspaper account, th lectur was well received. 
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1th the opening of ilmington•s Grand Opera House 1n 

Aor1l 1872, one section of Delaware, t least, had d finitely thrown 

off the shackles of conservatism. There had been the original theatre, 

clo ed through lack of patronage. the d F llo Hall, and the 

1lm_ngton Institute H 11 in the old Library building at 8th arket 

Str ets, but nothing had been ttempted u t1l no on th scale of this 

"elegant" new structure which seat d 1 00 and s so completely equipped 

that it compar d f vorably 1th theatr 1n larg r cities. Th Carolin 

Richings Bernard Co. opened the er House on Christmas Day 1th Dai y 

Farm at the tin and Rob Roy in the ev ning. The era House, 

echoing now to the synthetic vo1c s of the ah dows that mov across its 

silver scr en, has had a glamorou past. On its roomy st e hav 

ppeared Sir Edwin ·Booth, the Jefferaons, Ch uncey Olcott, De olf 

Hopper, Richard ansf1eld, aude d& , J mes K. Hackett, s. Fiske, 

John Drew, illiam Favorsham, Georg • Cohen, Ethel Barrymore, and 

Corse Payton, the latter popularly known as Amer1c • best b 

actor. 

The year 1873 mar. ed the first ffort on behalf of organiz 

dramatics t Del war Coll ge, N wark, whe1°e students pr sented 

Richard Br1nsley Sheridan's The Rivals as benefit for the colleg 

paper. Some years later an teur dramatic group had been organize 

1n 1lm1ngton and rival theatre to th Opera House, the Academ.J 

of sic. had b en built 1n 18 4 and open d J • 1885 ithout heat 1n 

the building. 

The Academy of sic,~• E. cor 10th and T tn 11 later 

kno variously as the 1lm1ngton, the Lyceum, and, at the time of 1ts 

d1struct1on by fire, the venue, s a 1300-seat theatre. During the 
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sea on of 1902•03, term d t th time the most successful 1lm1ngton 

ever 1 d, thi theatre proved consistent competitor to the larger 

Oper Hou • On 1t stag the usual portrayals were the tear-jerking 

lays of the period in which lov ly shop girls were continually but 

tr!um.1hantly fighting to retain their virtue against overwh lming 

odds, or oor little newsboys 

by showing that 1t as 1nd d 

breaking the hearts of 1lmington1ana 

sad thing to be ho less and alone in 

a great city. In this theatre as presented the first long motion 

picture program n Del are, an exhibition of sc ne or the San Francisco 

earthquake and fire. As th Avenu, the theatre pr sent d sev ral 

succes f'ul seasons of tock. 

A1'ter th turn of the c ntury 1lm1ngton g 1ned another new 

theatre, the Garrick~ devoted to vaud v1ll and motion pictures began 

to find a foothold 1n D 1 are. Th se early films, known as the 

Kin togr ph, re offer d t th Garrick as part or the regular program. 

Dockstader., who 1lt and for y ars operated the Garrick, -first variety theatr in ilmington 1n 1893 at 309 Shipley, 

old building built up. ter h remove further uptown and in 1903 

ne theatr N •• cor. 7th Shipley which he named the 

1th the d cline ot vaudeville and after various periods 

ot stock• burlesque, and motion pictures. the Garrick w a clos d. A 

flori t hop no occu 1 s th lobby ot this one attr ctive theatre. 

The early part of the century also markea th era of the 

traveling ed1c1ne show. Whil these some hat crude erformances 

part in the development of the theatre 1n Delaware, they 

interest chiefly for their color and for th 1r reflection on 

simplicity of the times in which they flourish d. 'lb itinerant 

of those day did not con.fin their wares to med1c1ne but 
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vended other art1cl •sop ong them. On showman us d to demonstrate 

the efficacy of hi soap t th expense of small Negro boys. During h1 

les talk o the a embled cro • the sho rubbed particles of so 

ubstanc on the h d of h1 young stooge. Then, he soap an 

ter had been appl1 d th p ctacle of the resulting coal bl ck l ther 

f !led to 

l uglied e sily. 

u e th udie c. os wer th d y in 1ch people 

In 1902 a mov ent as launched at Dover for the construction 

of·an per House as commu ity enterprise. Stock as sold and the 

uild1ng as erect d, but div1d d 

cs ere give by local t lent 

y tr veling comp 1e or minstrel tro 

r s all and infrequent. er-

d t ere er occa io al hos 

s. The D(.)ver Opera 1 ous 

ced an e rl1er community m et1n plac on th third floor of the 

ent County Court Hou , 

removed. Ther 

Smyrna. 

re lso 

ect1on of th building th ha sine been 

r Hou es C stl • ark, 

There 1s a tr dition in th rofe s1onal th tr th tr -

gardle s of fire. flood, illn as. or even death. tho ho mu t go on. 

In 1902• how ver, company ch duled to ppe t 1lmington's Op r 

ouse failed utterly to 11v up to th t glor1ou custom. The trou 

s so isorganized by th r1ous drinking of c rtain of its m mber 

ho could not go on. The the tr m gement a force to 

price of ticket to prospective p tron • 

t Arden ( P• group as formed 1n 1906 for th 

t1on of Shakesp ar an pl ys. Th se presentations h v sine 

d and ummer th tre. th only one in Del are, al o 1 

d there. During the e son, current successe and older 

vor1tes are given ch w ek by resident stock comp y, mot embers 
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tat iss Biggar migllt al ob detained. Antic! at1 tlis 

d probably a are lso of th accruing ubl1c1ty, 'Gentleman Jim" 

orbett gallantly offer d, in the ne spa ers, to furnish iss B1ggar 1s 

I ~ 

H said th the a ctuated by sympathy for fello rofessional. 

Delaware now h sonly on legitimate theatr, th Playhouse, -
11m1ngton. Since it opening in 1913 and until the decl ne of the road, 

has presented m y ell-kno st 

erformances a ell as in e tabl1sh d successes. 

personages in try-out 

dequ tely equipped, 

chanicall; hand om l a pointed, and 1th a seating c p city of 1223, 

t e theatre i no u d for community meetings and concert. ccasional 

performanc s still e g1v n there by traveling comp 1es but er it not 

fort· e fact that the 1 yhouse is spo sored by ealthy persons, 1t 

undoubtedly ·ould hav been clo d years a o because of meager atronag. 

One reason for the _parent 1nd1ffer nt attitud of 1lm1ngton people 

to ard _their only leg1 tim te theatr 1s that playgoers ave b en disap-

pointed in man of the ttract1ons offered, so of which ere littl 

ore than dres r hearsals. he prox ity of hiladelphia, where severa1 

play usually ar simultan ously presented during the 

tends to limit the attendanc at 11m1ngton's layhous. 

on., also 

tage shows 

no re pres nt d occasionally in the various moving picture theatres 

that dot the St t • 

In 1936, th re as ne and t1mulat1 contribution to the drama 

1th the o ening in D laware of the Federal Theatre, a d1vi ion of the 

Governm nt• ork progr • This wa a unique venture for several 

reasons: 1t re rs nted the entr ce of th Government into show 

business; there as no charge for unres rv d seats at the Federal 

Theatre's p rformanc s; many persons in its aud1enc s. especially 

the ore youthful one, ere 1tness1ng for the first tie sta 

p r:for ce by living pl yers. The theatre project., which had its 
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headquarters and a theatre of its o in 1 ington, as given 

performanc s throughout the State. Among the present t1on of 1937 

s Shakespeare's uliue C eear 1n odern dres, prob bly the first of 

its kind on any stage. In this v rs1on of the f oue play, black shirts 

replaced toga and other costume ch nges were ade. The lines ere not 

altered, ho ever. 

There no is considerable activity in the dr a· t the University 

of Dela are, Ne ark, here the class in play production en.nu lly st es 

to plays of the E 52 Player. Each year there is an exhibition of 

stage models constructed by members of the class. 1th their models, 

students lso submit complete production plans for a ply, including 

costume and property outlines, orking drawings, floor plans, and 

lighting suggestions. Th university lso off rs courses 1n the drama 

and in the technique of ct1ng. There is an annual competition for 
. 

th Dan •d ard Laurence Smith prize for an original play. This pr1z 

as established 1n honor or Profes or Smith, dean of Delawar Colleg 

t the time of his death 1n 1923. 

Church, sch ol, and am teur theatrical groups are contributing 

to the dr 1n Delaware and e.ny of the neier sc ool buildings in the 

state are adequat ly equipped for stage presentations. Thi is true 

espec1 lly of the Pierre s. du Pont High chool, 1lmington (seep. ). 

Of the am.at ur dramatic organ1z t1on the best kno 1s the 1lmington 

Dram Le ue, Inc., no taking the place of th Aircastle Players, an 

earlier 1 1ngton dramatic organization. The Dram League, membership 

1n hich is by invitation, 1s community theatrical oup that presents 

a series of plays during the fall and inter months in a h1stor1c old m1l1 

Its member direct th 1r o productions, build scenery and 

s rve 1n other capacities about the little theatre. 
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Although Del ar has n ver legal.1z d Su day us m ts, so

c lled "s er d concerts, featuring v udev1ll and stock company 

pl ers, av be n perm1tt din amu ement parks. At two places in 

th State, •ort DuPont and Rehoboth, otion pictu 

Sund Y• 
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NOTE;, ON 1 ISTORY 
~ 

(To November 18, 1935 - Subject to extensive revision ~d additions) 

Previous to 1833 there in no record of prefessional 
theatrical activities in Delaware, although there is no question 
but what from very early times thel"'e were individual shovnnen 
exhibiting performing bears or tother animals as well as ininerant 
musicians, jugglers, tumblers, etc. They played in the streets, 
in barns or wherever they co 1J ld find a few people gathered 
to ~ether. They followed no definate route and left no record 
behind them. We therefore have no knowledge of any of the 
individuals so engaged and must therefore necessarily start with 
the first performance in Delaware of a professional company that 
cbarged a definate admission price instead of depending upon the 
good will of the audience and that presented their performance 
from a stage, even though it were improvised. 

This company, the name of which is not known, came to 
Wilmington in 1833 and finding no suitaole hall, presented their 
performance in a 1 arge room in the Bayard Hotel, onlthe West side 
of I1Tarlcet St. between 5th & 6th Streets. Admission was 50t. 

FRONT & ORANGE ST. HALL - This was the first hall in 
Delaware to be fitted up for theatrical purposes. A theatrical 
compnay - possibly the same one that had played here the year before 
althour;h there is no definate record - fitted up a hall at Front 
and Orange Stneets in which they gave a seiies of performances 
during the year 1834. Their r.epertoire included Shakespearean 
plays. 

HULLY 1 S HALL~ The Wilmington Theatrical Co. built a 
theatre on the SE (SW?) corner of 6th & Shipit:ey Sts. in 1834, 
this being the first building in Delaware erected e.s.pecially for 
use as a theatre. The house was 78 1 x 43 1 x 26 1 high to the 
dome and included a gallery, giving it a seating capacity of 600. 
It ppened December 22, 1834 with 11 'I1he Soldier's Daughter", a 
comedy. The company was headed by Mr. & Mrs. Barnes, and the 
opening was very successful. The company remained one week and 
it is said that they could have remained an addltional two weeks. 
This theatre passed through several changes of ovmership during 
the fiye years of its existence. It seems to have been quite 
prosperous at first due partly to the free advertising given it 
by religious fanatics but as to novelty wore off and KB as the 
public came to realize that it was not as wicked as they had been 
told, business fell off and in 1939 it was closed. 
The cuntain rose somewbat earlier then than it does now, being at 
7 PH. Prices were not excessive being - Boxes 75t, Plt 37½¢, 
Gallery 25¢. 

It is quite interesting to note that during its existence 
11Hully 1 s Hall 11 was the headquarters of a 11 little theatre 11 group. 

CI'rY HALL - Between 1840 and 1850 there was quite an 
active "little Theatre" movement under the leadership of James 
H. Allerdice (??? His brother also???) who presented a number of 
paays with local talent in the auditiorium of the City Hall on 
the East side of Market Street between 5th . 6th Sts. Many other 
performanees were given there, some prefoessional, until 1883 
when the room was taken for use as a court room and fire alarm 
department. 
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ODD FY.f,If!WS HALL - 'Ihis hall on the Northwest corner of 
3rd and King Streets was dedicated 1.Iay 28., 1849. At the time it 
was the largest building in LJelaware. Performances of various 
kinds were t_:iven there including Shakespearean plays., Italian opera 
and lecuures. Horace Greely spoke at this hall. The Hilmington 
School of !I/Iusic opp.plied this building for some time. 

TEMPERENCE HALL - This hall was bu.il t in 1842 and was 
located on E 4th 3 t. between Mrn~lrnt & King Sts. on the S. Side of 
4th. 

INS'r I'fUTE BUILDING - This was built by the Wilmington 
Institute organized in 1859. The cornerstone was laid July 24th, 
18601 and it was dedicated January 31, 1861. It was located at 
the North Hest corner of 8th & Market Streets and extended through 
the block to Shipley Street. 'l'he lecture room on the Shipley C!t. 
side of the building seated 1200 persons. While it was pvvrly 
suited to theatrical entertainments there were many balls and 
other entertainments held there and in its day it held the leader
ship as an entertainment center in 'ilmington. This building 
housed the Library which became a free public library in 1893., at 
which time the auditiorium was altered for library pnnposes. 

GRAND OPERA HOUSE - This house was built by the Masonic 
Hall Company organized in 1871. It was dedicated April 18, 1872. 
It is still standing on the East side of Market St. between 8th 
& 9th Sts. It was in every way the finest theatre that Wilmington 
had lm.ewn at the time it vms built and retained its trestige until 
the building of The Playhouse many years later. It had a seating 
capacity of 1400 and the largest stage of any one-nighter in the 
country at the time. Powerful oil lamps served as footlights. 
These were later change~ to gas and still later to electric foots. 

(Give lists of pl~ye and players., etc.) 

The house is now called "The Grand 11 and has been given over to 
moving pictures - not only moving pictures but "Westerns". How 
hath the mighty fallenl The walls that once echoed to the voi~es 
of Booth and Barret, of Joseph Jefferson, of /J.elaide Neilson and 
Schumann-Heinle in the pre-microphone days when actors had voices, 
now reflect the tones of the loud speaker. V'Jher·e the Indian 
war cry and the sound of galloping horses once was heard :klltR a 
synthetic echo of an Indian war cry and the sound of galmopmng 
horses comes back after three hundred years, via Hollyvrood. 

ACADElVIY OF MUSIC - This was built in 1884 on the North 
~ast corner of 10th St. & Tatnall. It opened in January 1885 with 
Grand Opera. The building at the time was incomplete., the doors 
not being hung and the furnace not yet in working order. Blankets 
were hung over the doors but as a spell of bitter cold weather 
comncided with the opening the audience, cast and orchestra all 
wore heavy overcoats throughout the entire run of six days. 
Neighboring drug stores did an extensive business in cough 
medmcine. 

The featre burned but was re-built and used for stock 
for some time but burning a second time was not re-built. 
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W11m1ngton•• ti.rat plaJbou••,.. •1tuated at Sixth and. 

Shipley tNeta. It wa• 1e..-ent7-eight by tort7•thN• teet 1n 

41lllena1on and aeated. about au hml4N4. In l&M a '91 ai ting 

troup of pla'J9r• pla79d tor two weka to enthua1aat1o aud1enc••• 

The prtee• tor a4111aa1on wre aevent7-t1ve omta tor boxe1, 

thirty-aeven an4 one-halt eenta tor the pit and twent-,-t1n oenta 

tor the gall•l'J'• The WJlm1ngton theatre Company, hoWever, did 

not aucceed, the building n.a aold and all ettcrta to eatabllah 

a theatre in the o1t7 nre abondoned tor some time. The cit• 

1zena of Wilmington •tro ly opposed the theatre. Quaker in

tlueno• dominat an4 it waa not until 1a,9 that Odd Fellon 

Ball at !hlrd and King Sta. na formally opened aa a place ot 

entertainment tor the preaentation of plays, concerts and leo

turea. W11mington1ana bout that acroa the tootl1gbta waa 

heard such art1•t• a• .l4al.1ne Patti, the Grand Opel'& Star, the 

great Ole Bull, the violWat ot international tame. The 11• 

mington Inat1tute with a larger aeat1ng capacity took the plaoe 

ot 044 Fellow Hall, not•ble tor 1t1 banquet to General Grant. 

In 1871, the Grand Opera Bouse at an outla7 ot flOO ,OOO, the 

ooat11e t atruoture on Market Street up to that time waa ereot

e4. The Aead.tml1 ot aic tenth and Tatnall Streets opened 1n 

January 1888, vieing with the Grand ap.ra Bouae tor popularity. 

It ft later burned • 

• L. Dock tad.er. who collected wealth enough exh.1b1ting 

a trained plg ,o bu.114 a the tre, erected the Garrick theatre 

on •arket Street and tor many year• conducted tbe only vaude"91lle 

theatre 1n the cit7. 
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Th Playhou •• in the Dupont Buil ng at T th and Mar-

' /J. 

kt tr t a dioate Octob r 13, 1913. In recent yeal's , 

1t ha been utilize or looai publ1c g thorings, musical, 

dramatic perrormancea and occ 10 1 • 

R a archt 
V r Town end,• 

gue of 1lm1ngton has its own theatr on t 

top floor t th old Le 111 at 18th nd rket St•• known 

a Dr Art Cente • !f.'h building ia the last ot tile Le F our 

ill of pr -Re olutionary Days. It ha a tage, raised sets 

tor th audience d an Cldequat lighting system. 

ot1v memb 

h.1.ft s and 

emb r hip of tiv hundred and fifty . The 

hold po 1t1on a director, ctr, scenery 

er. Ith ab e in existence tor ei teen years. 
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Sub itted by - Sarac . cCnrtly 

Date - Feb ry 12, 1936 . 

Loo,1's Theatre - Delaware Avenue at Ada • 
anage 0nt: - Ro er R. Drissel 

Seating Capacity - 1024 

Class of Production - Screen 

Hours - 12 noon toll P. J . 

Car o . 10 - Dela~aro Avenue Route . 

Subsiduary of Loew 1s , Inc . 

Playhouse: - Du ?ont ilding, 11th arket Sts . 

Ald 

Tan e ent - Raymond V. Harris - on or end ossee . 

Seating Cu a.city - 1223 

Class of reduction - croon and Staee . 

Cars os . 11, 12, 10, and o . 4 . 

med by Du on t Co:r.ipe.ny • 

ne - 808 arket Street. 

ruaeent - John Smith, ana·er . 

Soatine Ca acity - 1825 

Production - Screen 

Hours - 12 noon to 11 • • 

Car Route os . a, 10, 11 and 12. 
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Arcadia - 510 !"ar1rnt Sbreet . 

~l'lage ent - Lou.is s. Black 

Seati Capacity - 1380 

Production - Screen 

File o. 667 

O'limed by Stanley Company or America. 

iarner Bros . All 1 arket street Cars . 

Nos . 8, 10, 11 and 12. 

Grand Ooora House - 818 Market Street. 

anagement - Morton Levine 

Seating Ca ac1ty - 1327. 

Hours 

All a.rket street Cars - Nos . a,10,11 and 

12 and 170 . 4. 

ueen Theatre - 5th · Iarl~et Streets• 
. 

'anagement - Arthur Cohen 

Seating Ca a.city -

Class Production - Screen and Vaudeville. 

Prices 

Hours 

Cars Nos . 10, 11, 12 and 4. 

Strand Theatre - 2412 arket Street 

anaee ent cnj in Sleigh 

Scati Ca acity - Approximately 1,000. 

Class roduction - Screen. 
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Strand Th atre - (Continued) 

Prices - 20¢ 

Hours - •30 •• until 10:45 

o. 4 Cars hellpot 

r. Topk1s owner. 

Rialto Theatre - 220 ·a ket treet 

a ement - A. J . Belair 

eati C acity -

Cl as roduction - creen 

Prices . 

Hours 

Savoy Theatre - 515 arKet, treet. 

an ent -

Seating Ca acity -

Class roduction - ct•een 

Prices: Afternoon 15¢ 

• en1 - 20¢ 

ile o. 667. 

• • 
Bellefont. 

Park Theatre:- 4th Union Streets . Use no . 4 car. 

anagement - A. Joseph De 1ore. 

Seatin Ca ac1ty - 700 

Class Production - Screen 

Prices - 15 and 25¢ 

Hours - 2P •• continuous to 11. 

I , ~ 
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Theatre - 307 aryland Avenue. -------
Management - enjamin Scnlend.er. 

Seatins Canacity - 834 

Class Production - Screen and Vaudeville . 

Prices - 10 and 20¢ 

Hours - Continuous 2 to 11 P. r . 

ational Theatre 

I~ 



LOCATION - - Wilmington 

Submitted by Gordon Butler, File S-666 

Date June 181 1936. 

The w.P.A. Dramatic Project. 

The WPA D~amatic Project of Delaware with headquarters in 

Wilmineton was organized for unemployed actors and dramatic work

ers such as directors, stage decorators, scenery builders, scenery 

shifters, floodlight technicians, make-up technicians,etc. 

The project also employs young people who have had no pro

fessional experience in dramatics, but who have natural aptitudes 

for this work and have been limited to dramatic activities, in 

the public schools and other amateur dramatic productions. 

The WPA Dramatic Project is primarily interested in sus

taining dramatic acts and the develop~ng of actors and other 

dramatic workers for the growing tendency for amateur dramatic 

productions also to develop and perpetuate an interest in the 

State's history by the production of historical plays. 



Rewrite- uriel B. Hull . 

Wilmington Theatres. 

V ilmington has never been a real 11 show to rm." Its citizenry 

has been too church conscious to indulge in the lighter moods, 

and plays and play-folk were for many years regarded as beyond 

the "moral pale ." Nevertheless, a hundred years ago, or more 

correctly in 1834, the desire to enjoy dramatic performances 

given by professional players gained such support that a play

house 1as provided at the corner of Sixth and Shipley Streets. 

This little theatre was 78 by 43 feet in dimension, and seated 

six hundred. The prices 1ere high for those days. Box seats 

bro ht 75 cents, the pit was 37½ cents and the gallery 25 cents. 

This theatre opened in December with a company that remained 

fort o weeks. Few tovms had a legisimat theatre in those days 

although many of them had museums or "halls" Jhere lecturers,. or 

concerts, or panoramas were produced. But Jilmington was so near 

to Philadelphia which even then was a theatrical center, that, 

when the Philadelphia season closed, the players found it profit

able to tour nearby towns. The Wilmington Theatre Company con

tinued for four years. Advertisements in "The Gazette and American 

Vatchman" of those times sho that the usual entertainment for an 

evening consisted of three plays , a farce to begin and close the 

sho, a tragedy in between. /hen Shakespeare's plays were pro• 

duced,. ho ever, only two shors ere given, and Richard the Third, 

and Othello were followed by the closing farce. 

The legitimate season lasted a month but at intervals other 

billings occurred such as vaudeville, rith lectures. Among other 

attractions appearing in the city along about 1836 was that of 



The Siamese twins,Chang and Eng. They made no stage appearances 

but upon payment of 25 cents the interested might gain admission 

to their room at Porter's Hotel. 

The first playhou e failed for lack of patronage in 1839, 

Ten years later Odd Fellows Hall at Third and King Streets wa 

formally opened as a place of public entertainment, available 

for plays, concerts and lectures. Across the footlights of this 

little show place were heard uch artists as Adalin Patti, the 

Grand Opera Star of her day and Ola Bull the violinist of inter

national fame. 

The Wilmington Institute ~as erected in 1861 at a cost of 

$50,000. It had a larger eating capacity than the Odd Fellows 

Hall and was equipped with up-to-date stage accessories. The 

leading actors, musician and lecturers of their day appeared 

on its tage and noted political speakers were also heard. The 

most notabl athering was that which entertained President Grant 

at a banquet which is still remembered by some of the older 

generation. 

The Wilmington Institute Theatre followed the fate of its 

predecessor hen th Grand Opera Rous was built in 1871. This 
r 

was the large t and most imposine building the city could boast 

at that time. It was situated on Market Street, between Eighth 

and Ninth Streets, 1•epresented an outlay or .$100,000, and for 

half a century it rated favorably with playhouses of larger cities 

and was the center of Wilmington's amusements and large social 

functions. Famous actors and actre ses appeared there and it 

was regarded as a favorable stop on the circuit of popular play 
and high class entertainment. 

I I 
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The first to offer comp tit1on in the matter of the popu

larity of the Grand Opera Hou e was the cademy of Music. It was 

built at the corner of Tenth and Tatnall Str eta and was opened 

in January 1885. It never interfered gr atly with ~he position 

of the old Op ra Hou e, however, and after a number of financial 

difficulties, it was burned to the ground. 

w. L. Dockstader, brother of the famous black-face comedian, 

had made a financial succ ss exhibiting a trained pig at Third and 

Shipley Str eta. He drew such crowds 1th his entertainment 

that he moved to larger quarters at Seventh and Shipley Streets, 

and when his__ showmanship outstripped this place, he erected the 

Garrick Theatre. on Market Street and almost next door to the 

leg1t1mat theatre. Here he conducted a vaudeville theatre for 

many years, booking excellent acts and making a wonderful success 

of his venture. H prospered and eventually retired selling the 

Garrick to rival producer who operated it for a fe years and 

eventually closed the doors. The house remained dark for more than 

a decade. 

The Playhouse in the Dupont Building, Tenth and Market 

Streets, as dedicated October 131 1913, its opening how was the 

melodrama, "Bought and Paid For," with the stage veteran William 

A. Brady as its producer. The Playhouse measured up to all of the 

high st~ndards of conctruction and equipment of the modern 

theatre. The parquet. family circle and balcony have a seating 

capacity for 1223 person. Prpscenium boxes gav an art1 tic 

air and the stage is lerge and the scenery from the studio of a 

leading New York artist. The Playhouse, however, although leading 

artists and w 11 liked plays were produced, failed to draw 

satisfactory audiences. Recently the Playhouse has been utilized 

I 



for public gatherings, musicals and occasional exb.1b1t1ons of 
d 

musical films as well as occasional bookings of framat1c and 

artistic succe ses. 

The advent of the movies# c111ema houses appeared promptly. 

One of the earliest as the een, located in the reconstructed 

Clayton Hou eat Fifth and arket Streets, in 1916. The ' e 

soon after located on larket Street above Eighth . Theere are 

now eleven theatres in the city producing 'talkies". They are, 

in addition to the two mentioned above, the Savoy, at 515 Market 

Street; the Grand, in the old Grand Opera House at 818 Market J 
' 

the Rialto at 220 MarketJ the Arcadia, 510 Market and the Strand 

at 2412 tark t Street . The Park 1s at Fourth and Union StreetsJ 
_.L.. 

Loew's on Delaware Avenue near Adams Street and the Ace at 307 

Maryland Avenue . The National Theatre at 810~12 French Street 

1s the only Moving Picture Theatre in the city providing enter

tainment for th colored race. 

The 1lmington Drama League, Inc., is an amateur dram tic 

society hich had been organized for the purpose of sustaining 

inte1•est in the spoken drama. They present a play each month dur

ing the winter season for the entertainment of the members and 

their gue t and .the membership 1s by 1nv1tat1on only. 

The E>rama League has b en in existence for nearly twenty 

year• It has a membership of 550 and their yearly subscription 
5 

if five dollars. Each member has the privilege of guest tickets 

for the performances tone dollar each. Opportunities for those 

who desire to be active members includeJ directing. acting, prompt

ing, acene building and shifting, stage decoration, experimenta

tion in lighting effects, costuming, make-up,ete. 

Id- I 
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The top floor of the old Lea Mill at Eighteenth and Market 

s treets houses the theat re of the League, above the Art Center 

which occupies the first tro floors. The building is knom as 

the Drama Art Center. A Board of Trustees manages the business 

end of the project while the usual officers run the threatre. 

The Drama League has produ.ced, recently, such plays as The 

Councillor at Law, The Last v·arning, Goodbye Again, and the Green 

Goddess. 

The W.P.A. Dramatic Project of Dela are has its headquarters 

in Wilmington and its own theatre on the third floor of the 

. P.A. Professional Projects homes at 909 West Street. It was 

organized in the winter of 1936 for unemployed actors and drama-

tic workers including directors, stage decorators, the builders 

of scenery, scene shifters, floodlight and make-up technicians, 

property men and others connected with legitimate theatrical 

productions. The project h~s lso offered opportunities to those 

who, although having no previous professional theatrical experienc, 

have shown natural aptitude for this 1ork but have found no 

openings outside of amateur productions. 

The majority of the actors in th Dramatic Project show 

unmistakable dramatic ability and not a few of them are actors 

of experience. Their first effort, "Historic Delaware," was an 

interesting offering. It was first given in the Wilmington High 

School, April 4, 1936. On the 20th and 21st of that same month it 

was presented at the New Castle High School, New Castle, Delaware, 

and June 26 at the Bayard School. On June 30th two performances 

were offered at the University of Delaware at Newark, Delaware. 
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Among other offerings are: The Legend of the Pines, and A 

Happy Journey to Trenton and Camden. The Mikado was given September 10, 

1936 in the Little Theatre and at the Gild Hall, Arden fort o 

performances on the 11th and 12th. The Class of 129 as first pro

duced December 14, 1936 and gave twn performances. The fairy tale, 

"The Emporor 1s New Clothes," gav fourteen performances befor 

enthusiastic audiences of children, the first on January 8, 1937. 

The latest production, Shakespe re 1s "Julius Caesar,n in odern 

Clothes, has received considerable publicity and created som 

controversy. 

The Dramatic Project played "The Emperor's New Clothes" for 

st. Peter's Orphanage and the Ferris Industrial School. Per

formances of the various plays have also been given for the Girls 

Industrial School, the Magnolia CCC Camp for colored, the Boys Club 

camp, the Georgetown, Lewes and Redden, Dela are, CCC camps, th 

Lincoln Neighborhood House, the Madison Neighborhood House and the 

Industrial School for colored. 

Wilmington also has a children's Theatre Group of recognixed 

educational value, composed of the pupils of the Wilmington High 

School, presenting such plays as its latest offering "Cinderella of 

Loreland." The scenery for th plays is constructed and painted 

by the members of the Group. The poster, programs and tickets 

are printed in the school print shop. 
• The Young Men's Hebrew Association also has an amateur 

group of actors which presents plays at the Association's Hall 

at various times. They call themselves the Y Drama Club. Members 

of the Young Women's Christian Association also have gone in 

for the drama. 



Junon the oth r education institution hich h ve come to 

regurd study of the drama a dv ntageou or their pupils are 

Friond' School, 1erre S duPont High School, Tower Hill High 

School, the Alumni of Ur uline cademy and the two bu ine s chools, 

Beacom' and Goldey College. The employee of the Hercules Po er 

Company h formed to ~amat1c club, one for the women and the 

ot1er compo d of the men. The churche are also intereste and 

st . John' Ep1 cop l Church and the Second ptist Church both 

have dramatic clubs il Grae M. E. Church club hs.s named it elf 

the "Plotters and Players.tt 

Wilmington has one opera company hich has specialized in 

the Gilbert and Sulli an opera o succes fully th t the whole com-

pany was invited to attend the centennial celebration of the birth 

of Sir 1111am Gilbert in New York C ty last November. 

The organization 1s called the Br~n~~nera . The dea ~as 

first propo ed by iss nee Tatnall July 20, 19321 and since then 

the production given by thi group hav been event in both the 

social and theatrical worlds of Pennsylvania, New Jersey and ary

land as well as of Delaware, although at fir t there was no definite 

plan for giving public performance. derick • yatt aa 

~us1 al Director and i1J.11am finder Laird Production ana.ger, and 

it as de 1ded to giv o public performances of "Th Pirate of 

Penz nc •" This a o suausa.ful tha it was follo ed by "Iolanthe," 

in 1933, "The ~ondolier," 1n 19341 Princes Ida in 1935 and np1na

fore," 1n 1936. Through the c urte y of :r. nd s. Pierre s. duPont 

the Lon ood op n air theatre has been at their disposal for all or 
their perfo anees. 
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E. Thom son 11 • 

Janu ry 27, 19 a. 

THE PED AL THEATRE IN DELP. E. 

1'h ederal The tr op ned in Del , 1n January. 1936. 

Th Project in th b g1nn1ng apon ored by th tate Board 

of dult Education nd 1 1n ,ton onrd of Eduoati~n, who 

cea ed to b the of'f1o1 l on ors n January 19571 but eon-

tinu d otf'ioi son o:rs o ro ct up unt 1 the time 

th d r l Th tr • 
Th nmnber lo e roject 1n 1936 a 

19, later thi numb r 1 erton, ot 1ch 18 

er on r 11 f and 3 -r 1 t, n 7 female, later the 

quot re o 24. 

Th fir t production tn b t 1 oup a : 

e." It had it pr ayard School in li~nington, 

l tr El to e ela are play K tch 11 Hall t t n v r tty 

ot D la r • It lso pl ye th v r o Junior .High School and 

ior Hi choola 1n th cit of ·1 ington and throu ut N w 

Ca tl Oounty. 

In the 

Camp in e 

er season of 1 361 t 

re at Georgeto , 

tle. The ro r Camp near 

hort on t 1 y and t , uch 

ompany ·toured th c.c.c. 
, R dden, and the Vt r n's 

or th1 tour consist d of 

"Sw1mm1n • Pools . .," by Eel-

rord Forr t, 1 A Happy Journey to Trenton and Camden" by Thornton 

ilder, nd son1s, monolo3U 

member of the cat, Le do 

nd ne et play written by 

" • Thee perror anees 

receive nthue1 stio 1 t 1 t1e C • 

re 



Dur1n t e 

1 The tro in Dela re. 
on- alls. 

edernl ue1c Project in cooper tion with Th 1c1 n Gui1 ot 

........ ,. .... "'o, ti 1 van' 

p ce in 1 t ive • 

this prod otion c 

s 

the new 1ld1ng oc u 

s ver 1 n ctor e p 

C 1n 1 • 
1 n 

of 1937 g1 n c .... r 

Juli r, 1n 

In ru rr 1937• 

q Ota, t olicy c 

, 

ta 

P d 1 cl d, 

Th 

a, 1937. 1 y 

8 V r 1 to C "'G 

d Cpd' 

e l er 
of the atlonol. dio 

er1 • The 17 b 

quit t1m • 

1 C t 

eral Sponsor oj ct• 

for c.c.c. 

o l 36 nd the Spring easo 

s st 

n tot 

e e for r s rve 

1c continued unt 

Cloths•• 

ro et 

d 

1d y 

ts, but 

1th 

ul 15.1937. 

el . our elf ch ope ed A r1l 

a uccesa . nd continued to pl for 

hou e • as f'ollo e 1th n a 

A t• • 
1 The tr Gro p, 11 the cooper tion 

1on, turn1s with cr1pt rom th 

de t 0 ove r 

our r t ro ct der 7 

t t B ti • the 1 JS d been l'Odueed dU?' 1ng · the 

p t f 11 trl.nter their reperto1r tor the 



/ 

in ela • 

c.c.c. Camps. Th .1' ol , C den, R ddcn 

d i • 
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LOCATIO -

v,,,.. Townsend. 

Rewritt n by - Gor on Butl r. 

Date - June 19, 1936. ~CUM -----The Single Tax group, who e tabliehed th colony t Arden, 

tarted 1n 190, to atudy Shakee • • u an aid .to elocution. 

Th pirt1c1panta 1n the playa wer all stump speakers, who found 

dramatics. entertaining aa w 1 aa b ne:ficial. From is grew the 

id a ot giving Shakeapear outdoor• every summer. So gradually a 

group hu been built up that call th mselYea the Arden Player • 

The 1de back ot it 1a a eo ination of the Little Theatre mov -

ment in th 1r aincere £tort for a higher standard o.f' pres ntat1on 

and Community Theatr in that any resident could belong if he could 

pay the dues to h lp d tray xpensea. Forty cent ticketa wer soid 

for each performanc. Th town 1taeU could not support the group 

aa a community .f'fort eince it waa under single tax. 

Interested resident• built a Guild Hall and became members 

of one or more of the guild.a that :formed the club. The Play r' 

Guild, to which belonged the amateur playera, also known as the 

Arden Pl yera, took charge ot th Shak apeara playa giv n outd.oora 

eaoh summer. Any community talent, able or not to pay dues, ia 

drawn into the acting. The roles are usually traditional. held 

um:mer after summer as long as the actor ia at Arden. An adult 

actor might have etart d s a child in the p rt of a page, taken 

a littl b tter part wh n lder, finally working up to a lead par. 

In summ. r Shak peare may be given only every other week., anoth r 

oup pres nting a mod rn ply 1n th Guild Houa on th alt rn te 
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w k. The n tural ac n r7 outdoor 1 used tor b ckgroun I d pend

ing on furniture and drap a to help set the picture. Vsuall7 

just id lighting ie u ea.; however, an unusual lighting syst was 

built tor th Kid u:mm r ight Dr am pr a ntat1on. The cos tum a are 

usually • by the women although a few have been bought trom 

prot sional compan •• 

The last two 7 ara (1934-193) the children of the Ar 

Colony h ~e giv n two play outdoor• in the a\Ulliner, 1th r 

Cind rel•• Alice in on rland or Robin Hood. A emi-professional 

or on of the am.at ura h rved aa lead r. 

Th children ar ue d by the adult oup when child part• have 

to b .ill d an 

So e of the 

:f'a1r1 a in Midsumm r 1ght' Dream, etc. 

t ur Play r y also b member ot the s1c1ana' 

1ld and take p t in the Gilb rt and Sullivan plays this guild 

pr s nted th last tour w1nt r. 1'h dramatic preparation is quite 

a community diver 1o. 

In 1930 th 1'hirt1 th Ann1ver 7 ot th town. the whole 

community activity cent re around the Guild Hall 1n the preparation 

ot pag ant. A long parad was given, cer ony on the Arden 

Or n, games d dancing, town upper and a fair that extended 

t roce dinga o r thew k :nd. Th to F 1r con 1 t ot a one 

act ply r peated t 1nterv le, pupp t show, cratt .xh1b1t, and 

flow r exhibit. 

In aumm r 

in th obin Hood 

tock oomp y from New Yo k conduct1 plays now 

a tr • A bu 1 run tro Fitth and Mark t at 

1ght o 1c oc !or 4 id nt of 1lm1ngton who car• to ee the play. 

ery ye at r ~ stival 1 held at the town aw1m:rn1ng pool 

and ply uch a: A 1ght in Venice" ar ply • Lantern 

d corat th etting and mandolin and guitar players dr1tt by 1n 
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boats. Italian eonga are aung and water aporta take place. 

Refer ence - Data gathered by Mias Townae4, Jan. 1936. 
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Savoy Theatre - 6th & Market Sts. 

Management 

Capacity 

Production 

Hours 

Prices 

- Mr. E.G. Finney, (Warner Bros.Inc.of Delaware) 

- 751 

- Screen 

-

National Theatre (Colored) 8th & French Sts. 

Management 

Capacity 

Production 

Hours 

Prices 

- John o. Hopld.ns 

• 500 

- Screen 

-
-



McCarty, s. 
Playhouse 

DuPont Building. 11 & Market Sts. 

Management: Raymond v. Harris, Manager and Lessee. 

Seating capacity: 1223 

Class of production: Screen and stage. 

Owned by duPont Company 

Reached by street cars: Nos. 11,12,10, and 4 • 

• 
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Scharf 2; 661 - General Tom Thumb a'Toeared in Wil. ~848 ( 

Signor Blitz - ].!agician, in Wil. 5/10/1848: 

Signor L. Grassa, famous pianist, played IOOF Hall in 1850. 
Spent part of sUI11:.~er at Brandywine Springs. 

(/'le Bull, played in City :1all, 1/21/18451 to packed house. 

Jenny Lind passed through ,;il. 12/7/1850 on her way to Balt. from 
Phil. 

Siamese Twins in !il. 12Jl3/1836 and again in 1873. 

Ja:i:k Elihu Burritt, 11 the learned blacksmith" lectm"'ed before the 
C!ceroneon Literary Society 12/5/1842. 

Edgar Al;n Poe lectured for the .lil. Lyceum 11/24/1843. 

General Grant given a banquet at Instm.tute nall 2/3/1873. 

Later the same evening he visited the Grand O~era House and was 

introduced to prominent local people on the stage by Ex-I~ayor 

Valentine. 

• I 

' . ---



THEATRE - Page 3 

Sir Edwin Booth 
Barrett 
Joseph Jefferson 
Jessie Bartlett Davis 
Francesco Remini (Violinist-'v:as a flop local. ly) 
Eugene Cowles 
Adelaide Neilson 
Boston Symphony Orchestra 
Paderewski 
Emma Ames 
Schumann-He ink~ 1 
Chauncey Olct:(°ft~ 
De Wolf Ho~per - MIK J)D, EL CAPITAN WANG) 
Richard M ie 
Maude Adams 
James K. Hackett 

l Mrs. Fiske 
, Ethel Barrymor•e 
Annie Russell i,J 

~Maxy :Anglin ('J. 
Blanche Walsh 
Wilton Lackey (TRILBY) 
Rose Stahl 
Wm. Gillett..e,.. 
Arnold Daly 

Charles Granville ~local boy) baritone in male quartette 
playing big time. 

Tom Howard made his first stage appearance in repertoire 
at OH. - Later co-starred with Joe Cook in 1926 and later air 
comedian. 

Sidney Toler playing in OH when he left in mid week to 
play opposite Julia Marlowe.in "When Knighthood Was In Flower." 

House managed first by NY Compa:,y, Pros tor & Soulier. 
Then by Wm. R. Richardson. Then by Jesse K. Bayli3.l: 

Raymond Nye, an usher in OH in 1902 became later a 
movie heavy. 

Wm. Jennings Bryan spoke there. 

Wm. Faversham in "The Squaw Man. tr 
Geo. M. Cohan 
John Drew 
Blanche Bates 
Floradora Sextette 

First performance in the Academy of ~.1usic was in 
January (Year?) Fw.~nace not yet working and doons not yet hung, 
Blankets hung on doorways. Performers (Operatic) and audiance 
all wore heavy overcoats. Played throughout six day run without 
heat. Made plenty of work for Doctors. 

D.S. - 3/30/1930 



Name -

:.iocation -

Date Built -

Built by -

Opened -

Company opening -

Name · of Play -

Seating Capacity -

Closed -

Remarks -

TH~ATRE 

City Hall 

East side of M:arket St . betwe n 5th & 6th. 

? 

City . 

? 

n 

? 

1883 - Auditorium taken.for use of court and 

as fire alnrm department. 

Auditcbrium on lower floor of City Hall was 

used for plays~ mostly amateur. Between 

1840 and 1850 there was quite an active 

"little theatre" movement under the lerder

ship of James H. Allerdice ( ~ hr~?) who 

frequently presented plays here. 

On January ~l, 1845 Ole Bull, the greatest 

violinist of his generation, played here to a 

packed house. 



Name -

Location -

Date :Suilt -

Built by -

Opened -

Company Opening -

Name of Play 

Seating Capacity -

Closed -

i{emarks -

I 

THEATRE 

o~ f e11o'ill,_,,na11 

Northwest co1•ner 3rd & King Sts. 

Dedicated May 28, 1849. 

? 

? 

? 

? 

? 

? 

This was the largest building in .uelaware 

at the time it was built. Plays produced 

there included Shaltespearean plays and Italian 

opera. Horace Greely spoke there • .1.he Hil

mington School of ~Iusic oppupied the building 

-::---~:----..~==-"""""'"------·---for some time. 



Name -

Location -

Date Built -

Built by -

Opened -

Company opening -

Name of Play -

Seating Capacity -

Closed -

Remarks -

THEATRE 

Temperance Hall 

South side of .r: 4th St . betwec-m Market & King . 

1842. 

? 

? 

? 

? 

? .. 

? 

? 

I 



Nrune -

Location -

Date Built -

Built by -

Opened -

Company opening -

Name of play -

Seating capacity -

Closed -

rlemarks -

THEAC:::RE 

Institute Building. 

Northwest copner 8th & Market, extending 

through to Shipley. 

Cornerstone laid July 24, 1860. ~edicated 

January 31, 1861. 

Wilr.1ington Institute, organized 1859. 

? 

? 

1200. 

1893. 

Lecture room was on the Shipley St. side of 

the building. It ·was poorly suited to the 

pre entation of plays but many balls and 

othe1, entertainments vrnre held there. rntil 

the opening of the Grand Opera House it was 

the most popular center of entertainment in 

Wilmington. rfue Library occupied part of the 

buildine and when it became a free public 

library in 1893 the auditmrium was l~tered 

for library purposes. 



Name -

Location -

Date Built

Built by -

Opened -

Company opening -

Name of Play -

Seating Capacity -

Closed -

rlemarks -

THEATRE 

New Century Club Hall. 

? 

1 
New Century Club 

? 

? 

? 

? 

? 

Wilmington .1.Jramatic Club, amateur, produced 

"The Arabian Nights" there March 16, 1895. 



Name -

Location -

Date built -

Built by -

Opened -

Company opening -

Name of play -

Seating Capacity -

Closed -

Remarks -

? 

Southeast corner 8th & Orange Sts., 2nd floor. 

? 

? 

'? 

? 

" 
? 

? 

Was used foi~ amateur productions• 
• 



Narne -

Location -

Date Built -

Built by -

Opened -

Company opening -

Name of Play -

Seating Capacity -

Closed -

Remarks -

THEATRE 

Dockstader 

309 Shipley St. 

1893, old building fitted up for theatre. 

Vlilliam L. Doclrntader . 

? - 1893. 

Opened as cheap Variety theatre. 

? 

? 

This was William L. Dockstader's first 

theatrical venture in Wilmington . It was 

closed to open in larger quarters at 7th & 

Shipley. 



Nrune -

Location -

Date Built -

Built by -

Opened -

Company Opening -

Name of Play -

Seating capacity -

Closed -

Remarks -

THBATRE 

Dockstader 

Northwest corner 7th & Shipley. 

? 

William L. Dockstader. 

? 

Cheap Variety show. 

" 

1902 on account of fire. 

Upon closing this William L. Dockstader built 

the Garrick Theatre on Market St. 

/.6 



Name -

Location -

Date Built -

Built by 

Opened -

Company Opening 

Name of Play 

Seating capacity 

Closed -

Remarks -

THEATRE 

Bayard Hotel ...____ 

West side of Market St . between 5th & 6th. 

Room fitted for theatre 1833. 

1833. 

? 

? 

? - Could not have been large. 

Possibly one performance, more likely a matter 

of several days. 

Traveling company fitted up room in Hotel for 

theatrical purposes. Charged 50i admission. 

This is the first definate record of a pro

fessional performance in Delaware for which 

admission was charged. 

/~? 



Nrune 

Location -

Date Built -

Built by -

Opened -

Company opening -

Name of Play -

Seating Capacity -

Cibosed -

Remarks -

THEATRE 

? 

Corner of Pront & Orange Sts . 

Fitted up for theatre 1834. 

? 

1834 

" - May have been I.Tr . & Mrs . Barnes ' company. 

? 

? 

Same year, 1834. 

This was the first hall fitted up as a theatre 

in Delaware. '. ) Plays produced there included 

Shakespearean plays. 



Name -

Location -

Date built -

Built by -

Opened -

Company Opening -

Name of Play -

Seating capacity -

Closed -

Remarks -

'I'HENl1RE 

Hully's Hall -
SE ~corner 6th & Shipley. 

1834. 

Wilmington 'Iheatrical Co. 

December Z2, 1834. 

Mr. & Mrs. Barnes' Company. 

"The Soldier's Daughter" comedy. 

600. 

1839. 

This was the first building in Delaware to 

be erected especially for theatrical purposes. 

It was 78' x 43' x 26 1 high tothe dome and 

contined a gallery. Prices were - Boxes 75¢, 

Pit 37i,-¢, gallery 25¢. Curtain rose at 7 PM. 

Opening was very successful. Company remained 

one week. Could h8ve remained three. Owner

ship changed hands several times during its 

five years of existence. Religious fanatics 

gaue it much free adxvertising which helped 

it for some time but as the novelty wore off 

and no doubt as the public realized it wasn't 

so wicked after all business fell off until 

it closed in 1839. 



Name -

Location -

Date Built -

Built by -

Opened -

Company opening -

Name of play -

Seating capacity -

Closed -

Remnrks -

THEATRE 

Academy of Music 

Northeast corner of 10th & Tatnall Sts. 

1884. 

? 

Janua1"y 1885. 

? - Grand opera. 

? 

? 

? (Purned ? ) 

/It, 0 

Building incomplete at time of opening. Bitter 

oold vreather. 3lankets hung over doorways. 

Furnace not operating. ~udience, cast and 

orchestra all wore heavy ovePcoats during 

entire run of six days. Neaby drug stores .. 
did a big business in cough medicines. 

Building was burned (? 
I • :1as rebuilt and 

burned again ( 

used for stock. 

c., In later years was 

Note - 1,as built on site of old foundry. t.'Jas at once time called 
/ 

the Bijou, also the Lyceum, and also the Avenue . Apparently called 

the "Avenue" season of 1909 - 1910 when the Conness & :2dwards Stock 

Co . played the1,,e. Season of 30 weeks. Characte1,, woman, :.Uss 

Katherine Brooks , aftervmrds palyed in the original company of "Rain" 

in New York and London. 
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BAPTIST CHURCHES 

Alfa Baptist 

First Baptist 

Holloway Terrace 

Mt. Calvary 

People's Baptist 

Pilgrims Baptist 

Welsh Tract 

Belvedere 

E. 5th st., New Castle 

West Ave. 

Middletown 

Hamilton Park 

Newark 

Pencader Hundred 

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCHES 

Bellefonte 

Bethel 

Bethesda 

Brqck-Ex 

Cedars 

Christiana 

Dale's (Colored) 

Delaney's 

Ebenezer 

Ebenezer 

Ebene"er z 

Edgemoor 

Friendship 

Glasgow 

Haven M.E. (colored) 

Hillcrest 

Eockessin 

Holly Oak 

Immanuel 

Eirkvmod 

Bellefonte 

Faulk Rd. 

Middletown 

Brack-Ex 

Cedars 

Christiana 

Middletown 

Clayton to :Massey Rd. 

Delaware City 

Townsend 

Hockessin & Newark 

Edgemoor 

Near Smyrna 

Glasgow 

Townsend 

Hillcrest 

Hockess:i. n 

Holly Oak 

Townsend 

Kirkwood 



METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCHES (CONT'D) 

Lebanon 

Lee's Chapel (Colored) 

Marshall ton 

Red Lion 

Townsend 

Marshall ton 

1i. E. Church of the Atonement(The) Claymont 

:rv:t. Lebanon 

I.It. Pleasant (Colored) 

mt. Pleasant 

Mt. Salem A.ILE. 

ltt. Zion U.A.M.E. 

New Zio11 A.ME 

lJewark 

:fowark Union 

New Castle 

Newport 

Old Fort U.A.M.E. 

Old Union M.E. 

Richardson Park 

St. Daniels D.A.M.E. 

St~ Georges 

st. James (Colored) 

St. Pauls (Colored) 

St. Peters (Colored} 

St. Pauls 

Salem M. E. 

Scott }IT ... E. 

Summit Bridge 

Stanton 

S:ililpson (Colored) 

Trinity A.M.E. 

Unj_on A.Iv!.E. 

Rockland 

Christiana 

Claymont - Holly Oak 

New Castle 

Newark 

Townsend 

Nevvark 

Newark 

New Castle 

Newport 

Christiana 

Near Blackbird (Townsend) 

Richardson Park 

Iron Hill 

St. Geore;es 

St. Georges 

Near Kirkwood 

Delaware City 

Odessa 

Christiana 

Blackbird 

Summit Bridge 

Stanton 

Newport 

Middletown 

Delaware City 



1.mTHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCHES (CONT'D) 

Zion (Colored) 

Zoar (Colored) 

Congo Town 

Odessa 

PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCHES 

Ascension 

Calvary 

Christ Church 

Grace 

Immanuel 

Old St. Armes 

St. Annes 

st. Barnabas 

st. James 

St. Jemes 

st. llary' s Chapel 

st. Thomas 

Christ Church 

CATHOLIC CHURCHES 

Holy Rosary 

Our ~other of Mercy 

st. Helena's 

s~. Johns 

st. Johns 

st. Joseph 

St. Joseph 

St. 11:ary' s (Coffee Run) 

st. Patrick's 

St. Paul's 

st. Peter's 

Claymont 

Hillcrest 

Delaware City 

Talleyville 

New Castle 

South of Hiddletown 

Middletown 

Ifarshallton 

Newport 

Stanton 

Townsend 

Newark 

Honchanin 

Cla·ymont 

Belvedere 

Bellefonte 

Hockessin 

Newark 

Middletown 

Henry Clay 

Lancaster Pike 

Ashland 

Delaware City 

NeY'1 Castle 



PRESBYTERIAN CHuRCHES 

Christiana 

Elsmere 

First Presbyterian (Old Drawyers) 

First Presbyterian 

First Presbyterian 

Forest Presbyterian 

Greenhill 

Head of Christiana 

Lower Brandywine 

New Castle 

Pencader 

Port Penn 

Red Clay Creek 

Christiana 

Elsmere 

St. Geo's Hnd (Between} 

Newark 

Delaware City 

Middletown 

Kennett Pike 

Near Newark 

Centerville 

New Castle 

Glasgow. 

Port Penn 

Marshallton, R.F.D. #2 

St. Georges Presbyterian St. Georges 

White Clay Creek Near Hewark 

METHODIST PROTESTANT Cl-fURCHES 

Bethany Union (Colored) New Castle 

Chippey A.U.r.!.P. Hockessin 

Salem I1:.P. Near Clayton 

St. Johns A.U.M.P. Newark 

MISCELLANEOUS CHURCHES 

Church of the Brethren Richardson Park 

Gospel Herald (Mennonites) Richa1~dson Park 

New. \fa1~k Union Carrcroft Road - Claymont 

Ott's Chapel (Union) Iron Hill 

Star of Bethlehem Newport 



Copies of assessment of Real and Personal Property. 

Brandywine Hundred 

First Election District - Walbert Brothers' Restaurant. 

Second Election District - Orth's Food Market, Talleyville 

Third Election District - A & P Store, Bellefonte. 

Fourth Election District~ Peco•s store, 4400 Market st. 

Fifth Election District - Claymont Trust Co., Claymont. 

Sixth Election District - E. J. Paul's Store, Penny Hill 

Seventh Election District - Frank c. Beisinger's Store, Holly 

Christiana Hundred 

First Election District - A. M. Craig's Store, Newport. 

Second Election District - J. H. Foard's Store 

Third Election District - Shields' Lumber Co. Office. 

Fourth Election District - Smith. 1 s Store, Centreville. 

Fifth Election District - Makinson's Service Station, Lancaster Pike 
and Du Pont Road. 

Sixth Election District - H. G. Terrell's Store, Richardson Park. 

Seventh Election District - Elsmere Meat Market, Elsmere. 

Eighth Election District - Fred Corrazo 1 s Store, Maryland Ave. and 
Du Pont Road. 

Ninth Election District - Squire Bogart's Offlce, Elmhurst. 

Tenth Election District - Mrs. Leogh 1 s Store, 2700 Lancaster Ave., 
Colonial Heights. 

Mill Creek Hundred 

First Election District - Allcorn•s Store, Marshallton. 

Second Election District - Fred E. Gebhart 1 s Store, Hockessin. 

Third Election District - Ezekiel s. Cockran 1 s Store, Pike Ck. & 
Lincoln Hwy. 

Fourth Election District - Stanton Garage, Stanton. 

Fifth Election District - David A. Weinstock's store, Cedars. 
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White Clay Creek Hundred 

First Election Dis tri.ct - Squire Thompson's Office, Newark. 

Second Election District - Rhode 1 s Drug Store, Newark. 

Third Election District - Currinder 's Store, Chr'5.stiana. 

New Castle Hundred. 

First Election District - Mayor's Office, New Castle. 

Second Election District - John Clayton's Store, New Castle. 

Third Election District - Daniel McGinns' Store, New Castle. 

Fourth Election District - John T. Stoops' Store, New Castle. 

Fifth Election District - William Harrington's Store, Bear. 

Sixth Election District - Barlow's Store, Hamilton Park. 

Pencader Hundred. 

I ~ l 

First Election District - Better Stores, Depot Road (Newark Station). 

Second Election District - Summit Bridge Garage, Summit Bridge. 

Red Lion Hundred. 

First Election District - Reybold's Store, Delaware City. 

Second Election District - Frederick B. Sutton's Store, St. Georges. 

St. Georges Hundred. 

First Election District - George w. Davis' Store, Odessa. 

Second Election District - Postoffice, Port Penn. 

Third Election District - Town Office, Middletown. 

Fourth Election District - w. s. Leatherbury 1 s Store, Middletown. 

Appoquinimink Hundred 

First Election District - Hart's Off1.ce, Townsend. 

Second Election District - Harman's Drug Store, Townsend. 

Blackbird Hundred 

First Election District - John D. Ste1ler's Store, Taylor's Bridge. 

Second Election District - Royden Caulk's Store, Blackbird. 
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Blacl::bir•d Hundred 

The County Assessment for the City of Wilmington and rural New 

Castle County may be seen at the office of the Board of As f· essment, 

Public Building, Wilmington, during the months of February, March 

and April, 1937. 

The Board of Assessment respectfully requests the taxables examine 

the assessment of their property. For the purpose of making corrections, 

noting omissions and hearing appeals, the Board of Assessment will sit 

in the res pective hundreds as follows: 

Blackbird Hundred, March 1 - Caulk' s Store, Blackbird. 

Appoquinimink Hundred, March 2 - Hart's Office, Townsend. 

st. Georges Hundred, March 3- Town Office, Middleto,m. 

Pencader Hundred, March 4 - Dayett 1 s Store, Glasgow. 

Red Lion Hundred, March 5 - Reybold 1 s Store, Delaware City. 

White Clay Creek Hundred, March 8 - Deer Park Hotel, Newark. 

New Castle Hundred, March 9 - Mayor's Office, New Castle. 

Mill Creek Hundred, March 10 - Gebhart 1 s Store, Hockessin. 

Christiana Hundred, March 11 - Smith's Store, Centreville. 

Brandywine Hundred, March 12 - Claymont Trust Co. 

City of Wilmington, March 6, March 13 to April 30, inclusive - Public 
Building, Wilmington, Del. 

Appeals must be filed witb the Board of Assessment not later than 
April _30, 1937. 
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ted 
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High 1 C 
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13-1 
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219 

307 

19 

'Unl~loyment Surv y -
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52 

17 
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--
Seventh Ward 

Lack 0£ time ma 1t impossible to · e a similu check 

of th s venth au. so it a dec1d.at.: · o use the percent-

agea obtained. tbro 1 checking the othfll.1 wi,a•ds. Prom tha c1 t7 

directory it as .(ound th t he follo ng number houses are 

located 1n th t • 

Poor or congested d1atr1ct 

Intermediate 

Higb. Income 

the 

" .. 

324 

8281 

2659 

Percent e 

89 

52 

17 

Total 

988 

1186 

463 

5264 1987 

Through th use of/three methods described 1t e ostlm• 

ted that the number ot unemplOJ\ d in the City ot ~. ngton. 

1ng the ek ot Nov ber 16•2011937, by wards, and accord• 

1 to popul t1on• s as followa,-

Ward 

1 
2 
3 
4 
6 
6 
7 

9 
10 
11 
12 
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opul t1 

1,862 
6,45 
4, 1'7 
3,09 

12,197 ,.oo, 
17,058 

,744 
22 888 
6:796 
8 978 

10:11a 

106,697 

Unemplo7od 

828 
563 
936 
488 
815 
677 

1917 
1718 
139:S 
1090 
1733 
1495 

ng the eurve7 1n th Eighth, Ninth, Eleventh., and 

ltth arda earl7 d1aoover that an7 eurve that did not 

make ctual, door-to-door check or t.he unemployed would be 

h1ghl.7 inaccurate. the government check, by mail carriers, 

/7 
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, ?6 

-a- Unemployment oenau.a 
Horner. 

that the aver e number of unemployed in one d1atr1ct would 

be the amrie ln another district where the homes .were ot 

the same value. 

The al and congested. d1str1cta of the Eighth Ud are 

v n aim1lar to thos oft e same distl'1ota ot tl e lf1nth• 

but it • found t t l.%1 e ighth ward• the UDBr11ployed 

ran 9 to each 100 houaea, while in lower section of the 

inth war .(&ihe ve1th tNet idge aeot1on) tJ-w unemployed 

ran 53 to each 100 hou ••• Thia 1 u•• in part, to ••veral 

1ndustr1ea located 1n that ft1'd 11h1ch employ.a a large number 

of bo and sula. other inatance • that 

and venth •• The 1att za waro contain&, a num er of 

ver-:, ood m1ddl• cl a hous a aimilar to tJl.oM fOWJQ 1n 

the inth ward eut and w st of Markt Street. 

The houaee in the 1nth ot thia olaea aver ed. 28 

ployed to aoh 100 houses~ while the same cl sa o... .._,, .. uvS 

1n the eventh ward ver ed 90 unemplo79d uo eaoh 100 

houa s. It waa only in tha hi er-income group ot hous 

that • rate of unemploym nt sH,-d t be the same through• 

out t_e city• runn1 b-om 13 to 17 in each 100 houa••• 
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Rural New Castle County, Kent and Sussex Counties. 

The census was conducted in a different manner in l\Iew Castle 

County. It w~s impossible to make a house-to-house count or to use a 

spt-check system, due to the limited time and the distance hetween 

population centers. 

Three -utomobiles containinr two workers each were dispached to 

planned areas and each followed the same form in r;atherinp- the fir-ures. 

County ch irmen of ma,ior political parties, ministers of churches, 

general store keepers, nostmasters and others tbouvht to be familiar 

with conditions were interviewed and asked to estimate the nuriber of 

persons without regular employment in their districts. Payroll fi ures 

for the pay periods ending Fovember 15, 1937, September 15, 1937, d 

~ove~ber 15, 1936, werP checked witb the superintendents of the indus

trial plants, all effort being made to avoid duplication. 

The final result was estimated at 1501 unemplcyed for tne county 

exclusive of the city of Wilminrton. This was considered too low and in 

a final check, three districts so clof1e to ril:ri:lh~rton that they were 

missed due to the count;~~ checkers believinf that they would be mcluded 

in the Wl 1mington f:tgures. af'ter ccn derinp- tl:e n unrer oi' houses in 

the distr cts ond the C'lasses of jnhabitants, it was deciced that an 

increase in the number :m: of une~ployed to the amount of 300 should be 

made. This would make the ft nal result 1801 for the Co nty of Nev: 

Castle. 

Business men and plant superintendents were asked about f'u ture 

trends. Invariably they stated that the figures would be increased in 

the next few weeks. 1~any plants were workin on a reduced schedule and 

working from two to five days a week. This has prevented a greater total 

la...,.-off, and ma acco 1 mt in part for the county figures heing pro ortion-
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lower than the city. It ias also sugf,ested that the general lav-off 

had been so sudden thnt it had not been felt in the countv as it had 

in the city, and that county fifures would he increased mater ally 

in the near future • 

In Sussex County the work was broken down into 10 representative 

districts and the following questions were asked approximately 10 to 

15 ~eople in each district: 

1. Number of persons totally unemployed 

Number of persons partly employed and want work 

Reported by 

Reason 

The reasons for unemployment vary from '' seasonal employment'' -

"demand for hieher wages" - 11 no system for employment" - "no work 

available" 11 wont ·work". 

The group who were asked these questions were farmers, canners, 

mail carriers, grocers , butchers, hardware dealers etc. 'They seem to 

be a typical e-roup of people and the figure for the district was made 

up of an average abtained from the people interviewed. The total was 

1752 unemployed and 3471 partly employed. 

In Kent County a similar census was taken by representative 

districts. The total number shows 1150 unemployed and 766 partly 

e~ployed. These figures were obtained by questioning reputable citizens 

and indicate that of the total number unemployed in the County 401 

have some work t oue;h not s·1fficient to maintain t 1~emselves. 



The total figures arrived at by field workers in the Delaware 

WPA census was 14,757, but after revision by WPA headquarters,when 

the question of duplication ias taken into considerat on, the folloring 

totals were submitted to the headquarters of the WPA national census. 

New Castle County--------------------14,053 

Kent County-------------------------- 1,150 

Sussex County------------------------ 1,752 

Total 16,955 
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NEV'{ CASTLE COUNTY IJ°~ 

Five Points. No industry, mostly employed 1n Wilmington, 
Newport, and other industrial centers. Hours curt&iled among 
most of those employed in plants. Totally unemployed 

Newport & Vicinity. Out of 2,000 pop. totally unemployed 
Krebs Pigment Plant 

Number on payroll Nov . 1936, 265 
Aug. 1937, 278 
Nov. 1937, 257 

General schedule curtailed. 

.. ood reserving Company, Schedule curtailed, la1d off 

Stanton. >'lit 

25 

100 

21 

10 

No industry, out of 250 pop. totally unemployed 15 
(about 10 additional are seasonable workers race tract ete.) 

Christiana, .,~ 
No industry, usually work in Newport or Wilmington, unemployed 3 

Ogles town, 
No industry, usually work in Wilmington, Edgemoor, Newark, 

unemployed 3 

Newark, 
Outside of those laid off from local plants, very few 

unemployed. 
Continental-Diamond Fibre Co. 

Number on pay-roll, Nov. 1936, 407 
(peek) Dec. 1936, 456 

Aug. 1937, 431 
Nov. 1937, 321 110 
Hours curtailed. 

Curtis Paper Company, 
Number on pay-roll 

Hours curtailed., but 100 carried on payroll 
on a11 three dates. 

National Vulcanized Fibre 
Number on payroll 

arshallton, 

Co., (paper and fibre mills) 
Nov. 1936 225 
Aug. 1937 225 
Nov. 1937 209 
Hours curtailed. 

Continental-Diamond Fibre plant £1gures included in Newark. 

0 

16 

Town residents ~sually employed elsewhere 2ij 

Total 328 



Elsmere, & Vicinity inc. area to Price's Corner. 
Mostley emnloyed 1n ¥ilm1ngton. Estimates from Justice 

of Peace, Fire chief, and others indicate unemployed 1n are 100 

New Castle, and v1o1n1ty. 
Bellanca Aircraft Corp. Payroll Nov. 19361 64 

tt Aug. 1937, 116 
" Nov. 1937, 84 31 

(Peak reached in March, 1937 when 312 were employed.) 
(Trend is expected upward when ne model is announced.) 

American Chemical Paint co. 
Number on payroll Nov. 1936 12 

Aug. 1937 14 
Nov. 1937 12 

Deemer Street Casting Company 
Number on payroll Nov. 1936 73 

Aug. J.937 123 
Nov. 1937 119 

Working hours curtailed, 6 days per week. 

Wilmington Fibre Company 
Number on payroll Oct. 1936 154 

June 1937 141 
Oct. 1937 136 

Schedule curtailed. Work 6 days. 

Delaware Rayon Co., 
Number on payroll Oct. 1936 451 

Aug.1937 531 
Oct. 1937 501 

Schedule curtailed 

American Manganese Steel Company 
Number on payroll Nov. 1936 150 

Aug. 1937 156 
Uov. 1937 150 

Working days curtailed, schedule 2 to 4 days per week. 

A great number of the above workers live in places other than 
New Castle. Possibly 50 of the above 78 live in New Castle. 

Delaware City 
No industry, Number of unemployed and part time workers 
including 10 working on Government work•rel1et projects 

Milford Crossroads, Thompson's Station end Vicinity. 
Small China Clay works employing 9 on part time. 
Total unemployed or working part time in this area. 

2 

4 

5 

30 

6 

25 · 

20 
~33 



The follo ing towns were visited and gave the reports indicated. 

Town -
Hockessin 

Centrevill 

Rockland 

Montohanin 

Greenville 

Mt. Cuba 

Mc Daniel Heights 

Grubbs Corner 

Arden 

Claymont 

Holly Oak 

Penny Hill 

Total 

No. Unemployed 

4 

2 

25 

4 

l 

0 

6 

15 

14 

15 

14 

10 

110 

The following plants were visited and gave the reports indicated. 

Plant Location EmElozed 

Nat'l Vulcanized Fibre Co. Yorklyn Nov. 7, 1937 - 273 
ti u II ,, 

" Aug. 15, 1937 - 280 

" " II " " Nov. 15, 1936 - 248 

Marshall Brothers Yorklyn Nov. 7, 1937 - 27 

" II " Aug. 15, 1937 - 29 
II " II Nov. 15, 1936 - 27 

Note: The employees in the above 2 mills are only working half time. 

This started on about Nov. 16th and r1e were told it was unpredictable 

how lo~ this condition would exist. 



Plant Location Em12lozed 

George w. Helme Snuff Mills Yorklyn Nov. 15, 1937 - 81 

" " fl ti " Aug. 15, 1937 - 83 
(l " ti ff " .Nov. 15, 1936 - 86 

Rockland Paper Co. Rockland Nov. 15, 1937 - 95 

" " ft " Aug. 15, 1937 - 104 

" n ff " Nov. 15., 1936 - 88 

Note: The employees of the Rockland Paper Co. are temporarily 

working half time for November but the trend is towards full time. 

rlorth Steel Co. Claymont Nov. 15, 1937 - 925 

" " " " Aug. 15, 1937 • 1353 

" ft " " Nov. 15, 1936 - 898 

Edge Moor Iron Co. Edge Moor Nov. 15., 1937 - 149 

" " " " ft Aug. 15, 1937 - 191 

" " " " ft Nov. 15, 1936 - 89 

Note: The Edge Ioor Iron Co. in Nov. 1936 was just starting 

/ t:fj ... 

after reorganization proceedings so the figures for this date mean little. 

G. Josephs & Co. Henry Clay Nov. 15, 1937 - 13 

" " ft " Aug. 12, 1937 - 24 

" " " fl Nov. 12, 1936 - 33 

Note: There will be -no increase in employment at G. Josephs & Co. 

before February, 1938. 



E. I. du Pont de Nemours & Co. 

Salaried Employees Date -
3654 Oct. 31., 193'7 

3588 Aug. 1, 1937 

2638 Nov. 1., 1936 

~ote: The above figures include all the ~ried employees of 

the du Pont Co. in Delaware and includes their variou~ Delaware plants. 

The figures for Nov. lat are of little value as in the past year many 

salaried employees have been moved to Delaware from other states. 

Du Pont Co. 

29 

35 

No figures 

Du Pont Co. 

26 

71 

62 

Du Pont Co. 

214 

189 

165 

Du Pont Co. 

229 

231 

210 

Wage Earners 

" n 

" " 

age 1arners 

" " 

" " 

Wage Earners 

fl ff 

ft It 

e.ge Earners 

" " 
It " 

,,, 

Du Pont Country Club 

Oct. 31, 1937 

Aug. 1, 1937 

Oct. 31, 1936 

Advertising Department 

Oct. 31, 1937 

Aug. 1., 1937 

Oct. 31, 1936 

Edgemoor Plant (Krebs Pigment) 

Oct. 31., 1937 

Aug. l, 1937 

Oct. 31, 1936 

Experimental Station 

Oct. 31, 1937 

Aug. 1., 1937 

Oct. 31., 1936 



Du Pont co. 

296 

311 

6 

wage earners 

n 

" 
Du Pont co. 
268 

261 

262 

Wage earners 

ff 

ff 

Du Pont oo. 
436 

591 

521 

Wage earners 

ff 

" 

Engineering Dept.special conat. 

Oct. 31 - 1937 

Aug. l - 1937 

Oct. 31 - 1936 

Newport Plant 

oct. 31 - 1937 

Aug. l - 1937 

Oct. 31 • 1936 

Wilmington Shops (Md.Ave.) 

Oct. 31 • 1937 

Aug. l - 1937 

Oot. 31 - 1936 

Note, These were the latest figures available on Du Pont 
wage earn re. we were informed however that November 1937 
will see rather drastic cuts in the wage earner rolls and 
that this will be especially true at the Wilmington Shops. 

We also called at the General Chemical Company and 
Texaco Oil Company plants in Claymont but the only men who 
had the desired information were out and when after a 
long wait on our part they did not return w left. we 
understand. however that that both these plants have recently 
cut their rolls. 

e also called at th Ludlow sales Company In Edge 
Moor. They, however, refused to give us the requested in
formation and told us that to obtain it we should write to 
their main offices at 211 Congress street, Boston Maas. 

It should be stated that in many ot the country 
towns visited we were told that there were certain people 
who were unemployed but who would not work even it they 
could obtain mployment. 

Submitted by-: 

George Gray Thouron 
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, .Submitted by James R. Allen 

August 5, 1938. 

Swedish Tercentenary 

COMPARISON OF TERCENTENARY HISTORY 

Delaware Tercentenary Almanak and Historical Repository, Page 29. 

They say 

We say 

"Zwaanendael .'' 

"Swanendael • 11 

They say 

Ibid. 

"yogel Grip" 

We say just "Grip" 

Colonhl Military Organize. tion in Delaware, 1~8 -1776, by Leon 

de Valinger, Jr •. , Page 7. 

He says ",Eogel Grip •11 

The Finns on the Delaware, 1638-1655~ Page 43. By J. H. Wuorinen. 

He says "E_oge 1 Grip • ,i 

Colon1al Military Organization in Delaware, 1638-1776. Page 7. By 

Leon de Valinger, Jr. 

He says: 

"Mans Nilsson Klillf" and "Peter Hollender Ridder •11 

We say "Mans Nillsonling" and "Peter lioll!,nder Ridder•" 
The Finns on the Delaware, 1~38-1655, by J. H. Wuorinen (Page 40) 

He says "Klas Fleming •0 

We say "Clas Fleming II ' • 

The Finns on the Delaware, 1638-1655, by J. H. Wuorinen. (Page 49) 

He says, "Peter Minuit was drowned at St. Kitts in the West 

Indies ." 

A History of Swedish Colonial Expansion, by De Lannoy. (Page 24) 

He says, in reference to Minuit, "but he perished accident

ly on the shores of the Island of Saint Christopher." 

We say "He left the colony in June, bound for the island 

of St. Christopher in the West Indies to trade his cargo of 
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Tercententlry History 

Delaware Tera~ntenary Almanak & Historical Repository, Page 36. 

They say "Carr •••• shipped d 1Hinoyossa 1s slaves to Maryland 

and traded them for beef, pork and salt." 

We say "D'Hinoyossa", but we make no statement on how the 

slaves were disposed of. 

OTHER HISTORIC.AL DATA 

The Sunday Star, Wilmington, Delaware, November 14, 1937. 

"An ancient block-house dating from 1654, at the junction 

of Ph!ladelphia Pike and Naaman 1s Road, was built by John Risingh, 

Acting Governor of New Sweden.~ 

History of Salem, By Joseph Sickler 

Page '106. "The Swedish Lutheran Church was the first within 

the confines of Fenwick's Colony. However, their organization as a 

church did not occur until 1714. Before this and in the years prior 

to Fenwick's arrival they had worshiped at Christiana, now Wilmington." 

Page 13. "After Fort Elfsborg was evacuated by the Swedes in 

1652 1 or thereabouts, it was allowed to fall into decay as testified 

by several eye witnesses who touched there or voyaged up the river.'~ 

We say: "he came to anchor before Fort Casimir on Trinity 

Sunday, May 21, 1.654," The previous day he is known to have anchored 

at Fort Elfsborg and spent the night there. 

Page 13. "Knickerbocker pictures Printz as t moving in a cloud, 

with mosquito music in his ears and mosquito stings to the very end 

of his nose' and how the mosquitos 'absolutely drove him out of the 

' country." 

Page 103. "There were about five hundred Swedi!h settlers in 

New Jersey in 1727." (Letter by Rev. John Holbrooke). 

Page 224. "A circus en route from Wilmington to Penns Grove 
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had the misfortune of losing its elephant. The elephant broke away 

at the landing and proceeded to visit farmers in the rural districts 

of Upper Penns Neck. But the elephant came back to the Delaware River 

for water and it is said •took a row boat from the shore and rowed back 

to Wilmington where he was captured by the owners." (1837). 

The Finns on the Delaware, 1638-1655, By John H. Wourinen. Page 75. 

He says, "Rising reported that the 'Hollanders dwelling there (at 

former Fort Casimir )who took the oath (of allegiance to Sweden) are 

now gone off to Manathans, two or three weeks ago •••• The land is now 

practically clear of the Hollanders." 

The Old Swedes Church, 1638-1938, By Charles M. Curtiss and 

Charles Lee Reese, rr-, 4 Page 11. 

They say, "The site chosen by the congregation was on a knoll 

of ground rising back of the old fort, where the first colonists had 

buried many of their desd. From this knoll one could at that time look 

out over a broad bay to the Delaware River beyond, could see the stretch

es of marsh and lowlands far to the southwest and the wide waters of the 

bay at what was then the mouth of Sk~ldpadde (Shellpot) Creek, for it 

must be remembered that bulkheads and banks had not yet confirmed the 

Delaware and Christina rivers to their present limits." 

New York Times, January 24, 1937. "Swedes to erect monument 

in the United States." 

rt says, "Fort Kristina was so named by Peter Minuit ••••• " 

We say "Fort Christina." 

It further says, "In November, 1637. he was the leader of the 

expedition that sailed from Gothenburg in the two Dutch vessels, 

Kalmar Nyckel and Fogel Grip." 

We say, "In December 1637 \Um.tit set sail from Gothenburg 

with two Swedish ships, the Kamar Nyckel (Key of Kalmar) and the 



iillen 

smaller Grip (Bird Grip}. 

Compar ison of ~ercentenary 
History 

It further says, "Gradually the Swedes bought out the Dutch in

terests and by 1643 the first Swedish Governor, Johan Printz, had 

arrived. 

Printz was the third Governor sent to New Sweden. 

The News-Journal Swedish Tercentenary Edition, June 27, 1938, Page 3. 

It says, 11,Yogel Grip." Also, "the two ships sailed away from 

Sweden on their mementous voyage about Nov£mber 20." 

We say "Grip"; Also that "in December 1637, lfinuit set sail from 

Gothenburg with two Swedish ships." 

Same paper, Page 4. 

It says, "The Flying Deer was driven out to sea to its doom. With 

it went Peter Minuit." 

We make no mention of the name of the ship on which Minuit per

ished. 

Ibid, Page 28. 

It says, "Hana Janeke arrived on the Kalmar Nyckel with about 

$10 worth of medicine to begin his practice in the New World." 1'He 

was paid 10 riksdaler, about $12, by the New Sweden Company." 

Ibid, Page 42. 

It says, "The depression in the ground near the Rocks, according t? 

legend, originally was a quarry, from which was taken the stone with 

which to build Old Swedes Church, and the wall around the church yard." 
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Trans por t;a. ti on 

ee Also hrticles: 

In Pamphlet drawer: Roads 

Transportation. 

rn• ,!ilmington Drawer: History , Colonial- Pony :::Express c:-ervice. 
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Journal: June 27 , 1942 

Travel Facilities Before the Motor Car Era 

URRENT restriction of motoring re-

vel which were used before the auto

bile came into use. In that long-ago 

od when a group of young people-

• in Wilmington-was scheduled for 

ndance at a social function in the 
try the first thought was to hire a 
wagon, or some substitute, that is, 

e other type of horse-drawn vehicle. 

there were enough carriages avail
e to the party a hay wagon was not 
ded. Nevertheless the latter gen
lly was preferred. It was so much 
to pile up on the hay and straw in 
nventional fashion. And so, even 

ugh this type of vehicle hadn't much 
nything in the shape of shock ab

rs-perhaps no springs-the ride 
ved an enjoyable part of the eve-

's adventure. These were referred 
"straw rides." 

A Thrill in the Dark 
country 

a sort of "eerieness" which seemed 
dd to their charm. Hay wagons 
't have headlights, as automobiles 

ere was no public illumination o! 
highways. There were no means 
hting the road ahead on a "pitch 

" night. Yet, the horses generally 
d be trusted to keep in the middle 
e road and sense the approach o! 
hing coming in the opposite direc-

metimes, however, things didn't 
out that way. There were unex

d difficulties. I remember the ex
nee of one group of which I was 

ber that got an unexpected and 
edly unpleasant thrill. The night 
bitter cold. For obvious reasons we 

used a store delivery wagon instead o! 
a hay wagon. The side and back cur
tains were fastened down tightly. The 
driver had similar protection from the 
cold, although he could see ahead 
through an opening for the reins. 

The rig was jogging along on South 
Union Street, which then was a dusty 
country road, when there was a sudden 
collision between our rig and a horse 
ridden by a man on its back. The rider 
was thrown to the ground, but not hurt 
badly. Both horses were frightened but 
did not get beyond control. And so, 
we went on and finally reached the 
farm house where we were entertained 
in true Hallowe'en style-for it was 
Hallowe'en. 

Funeral Coaches 
When there was a wedding what were 

known as funeral coaches-drawn by 
horses-were pressed into service to 
transport principals and guests to and 
from the church or the home, as the 
case might be. The same vehicles were 
used by members of City Council and 
other officials in making their annual 
inspections of fire stations and on other 
business missions about the city. 

Although Wilmington then had a 
volunteer fire department City Council 
provided the operating funds. Before 
the semi-annual allowances were made 
to the companies Council's fire commit
tee was required to report on the con
dition of each. 

Wilmington never had hansom cabs. 
It had public facilities for moving about, 
however, including, of course, street 
cars, which for many years were drawn 
by horses. Before the motor age there 
were horse-drawn cabs which generally 
could be found about the railroad sta
tions. There was no "cruising." 

At one time stage coaches, drawn by 
horses, served "Brandywine Village." 
One "in-town" terminal was at French 
Street station. Another was at Tenth 
and Market Streets. The "Brandywine" 
terminal was at Riverview Cemetery. 

Bicycles, as was the case later with 
automobiles, at first were regarded as 
luxuries. They were expensive. An "or
dinary" machine cost $125 to $160. 
Patents had much to do with the high 
prices. While bicycles originally were 
used for pleasurable diversion later they 
were found to be useful in business. 
Bicycles also figured in our sports pro
gram. Bicycle races were popular. So 
were "time runs" over specified courses. 

Many farmers who in recent years 
have been using motor vehicles to do 
their hauling formerly had to depend 
on wagons. "Buckboards" did much of 
the light hauling. Wagons brought 
produce to the curb markets in Wil
mington. 

An odd looking cart, to which refer
ence was made in a former article, was 
used for the collection of mail from 
street boxes. Wagons also transported 
the mail between the postoffice and 
railroad stations. 

Horseback riding was popular for 
business as well as pleasure. 

Rowboats provided enjoyable pastime 
for young people in the evenings. Much 
of the rowing was in the tidewater sec
tion of the Brandywine. 

Before there was street car service 
on Maryland Avenue many persons liv
ing in Hedgevllle and Browntown used 
the Wilmington and Northern (now the 
Reading) Railroad to go downtown and 
return. The company had way stations 
at Madison Street and Sixth Avenue. 

A. 0. H. G. 
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Two Up-to-Date! 
Airports Serve 
Pilots of State 

Modern Landing Facilities 
Of Delaware's Air Fields 
Reflect Aviation Growth 

Increased ana unproved airport 
fadlities await the ever more nu
merous owners and users of private 
and commercial aircraft visiting Wil
mington. 

Two modernly equipped airports 
and two smaller landing fields are 
in use near Wilmington and there 
!I.re three landing fields and a nun.
ber of other emergency fields 1l1 
the other parts of the state. 

Recent improvements to the Du
Pont Airport, just west of Wilmmg
ton, have brought this field the 
reputation of being the most com
pletely equipped privately owned 
field in the country. It is the only 
field in Delaware gT,anted a com
mercial rating by the Bureau oI 
Aeronautics, U. s . Department o.t 
Commerce. 

The field is lighted with boundary 
and cle.1rance lights, equipped with 
flood lights. and he..s complete avia
tion radio transmitting and receiv
ing equipment and radio beam 
guidance. 

The recent completion of a two
story hangar at the airport, the only 
such hangar in the country, ha.s 
given the field storege capacity for 
at Jee.st 30 planes. Full repair, re
fueling, landing, and taking off 
facilities are furnished and the air
port has 24-hour service. 

Radio Direction Guide 
The DuPont airport has its own 

flashing green beacon which is op
erated upon request. The field, 
which was built up under the di
rection of Henry B. duPont, tihe 
owner, has become one of the chief 
aviation centers of the state. it 
has two main runways, one 2,600 
feet Jong and the other 2,100 feet. 

The airport's radio station, 
WDUP, is equipped with the only 
directional antenna for airplanes in 
the state. The approaching avia
tor, Janding in a fog, can tell hLS 
relative position by the audible 
radio pulsations he hears through 
his receiver as he approaches the 
field. 

Bellanca Field, located six m!Jes 
south of Wilmington, consists of 112 
acres of sodded landing field. The 
total acreage of the Bellanca Field 

and adjoining property, owned by 
the Bellanca Aircraft Corporation, 
much of which can be used for 
landing purposes, is 360 acres. 
Boundary lights and fiood ltghts 
have been installed and arrange
ments are under discussion for their 
maintenance by the bureau of aero
nautics of the Department of 
Commerce. 

Bellanca Is Seaplane Base 
Bellanca Field has 1,100 feet on, 

the Delaware River and is the only I 
seaplane base in Delaware 

The Air Service, Inc., directed by 
Richard D. Morgan, its president. 
has a mocjern hangar, shops, club 
rooms, and offices, located on the 
west side of the field. The newly 
constructed hangar is the center 
for all types of servicing, repairing. 
and refueling of locally-owned or 
visiting planes. Through lease ar
rangements with the Bellanca cor
poration, the Air Service has the 
use of the Bellanca Field. 

Bellanca Field has one runway, 
running east and west, 2,400 feet 
long and another running south
east and northwest, 3.800 feet Jong. 

Another field which serves the 
section north of Wilmington is the 
Skycraft Airport, located near 
Carrcroft. Skycroft Airport is di- I 
rected by Howarif'Turpin, and is lo- j 
cated on about 40 acres of ground. 
The field, which is 250 feet above 
sea level, is probably the highest in 
the state. • 

Skycroft Field Accessible 
It Is equipped with one hangar 

partitioned off into five private 
hangars. The fielc,, like the others 
near Wilmington, is easily accessible 
to the motorist. It is bounded on 

1 the west by Weldin Road and on 
the south by Shipley Road. Run
ways of the field are 1,300 and 1.000 
feet. Due to presence of nearby 
high wires and poles which are 
unlighted the field affords dangers 
to the aviator unfamiliar with it. 

Another popular field, one of the 
headquarters for Delaware's Noisy 
Birdmen Club. a group of men in
terested in the promotion of avia
tion, is Biggs Airport, on Basin Road 
near the DuPont Boulevard. Biggs ' 
field is equipped with two small 
hangars, one of which is used by 
Dr. Herman S. Miller, skipper of the 
Birdmen, and the other by other 
members of the club. Runways are 
1,800 feet north and south and 1.400 
feet east and west. 

The Delaware National Gu4ard 
field, located at the camp at Beth
any Beach, is used each August by 
aviators who operate in connection 
with the field training work of the 
198th Coast Artillery. The Bethany , 
Beach field has a 1,500-foot runway 
east and west, and a runway of sim
ilar length north and south. 

The field at !::lover has two Janding 
strips, one 1.900 feet east and west 
and a north-south strip of 2,00') 
feet. A field is available at Rehoboth 
Beach and is used frequently dur
ing the summer seasons. 

Aviators frequently find fields suit
able for use at Bridgeville, Seaford, 
and Harrington. There is a field at 
Newark, but it is undeveloped. 
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Submitted by; Donald Crowe. 

D~DICATION OF REHOBOTH AIRPORT 

June 3, 1938 

Celebration will open with a banquet and ball at the 

Hotel Henlopen, 

June 4, Dedication exercises. Governor McMullen will officiate. 

Invitations will be extended to Gov. Harry w. Nice, of Maryland, 

Governor George H. Earle, of Pennsylvania, and Governor A. Harry Moore, 

of New Jersey. Following the dedication, the v1s1t6ng pilots will 

participate in aerial acrobatics, bomb releasing maneuvers and 

parachute jumping. 

June 5, 

Celebration will close with aerial contest features. 
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A V I A T I O N 

Du Pont Airport Records 165, 000 Miles during year of 1935 

Planes hancared at the Du Pont Airport, Lancaster Pike and 
Center Hoad, were in the air 1,500 l).ours durj_ng 1935 and flew a 
total of approximately 165,000 miles, or more than six and one-half 
times around the world. 

Years 1929 and 1930 were banner years at the Du .ont 
Airport . 

Planes which make their home at this airport have flown a 
total of 6,500 hours durins the past six years and f olled up 
750,000 miles of air travel . 

During 1935 about 670 landings were made at Du Pont Airport 
by visitinu planes which, with 1,467 by planes which are hane;ared 
at the field, make a total of 2,157 landines during the year . All 
kinds of visiting planes stop_:,ed at .JU Pont ir?ort during 1935 
ranging from tiniest of private aircraft to g i ant ~ouglass airliners 
with about 22 - passenger capacity. 



File No. 411 

LOCATION - Wilmington. 

Assigned to Earl McGinnis. 

Date - January 22, 1936. 

Airports 

Give location of Airports near clty# distances 

from center of city and bus or street car connections 

for getting there. If the airports have any offices 

in the center of the city, mention them also giving 

schedule of flights and with what points they connect. 

References - Personal observation. 
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Gordon Butler, 

July 311 1936. 
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(Bellanca Folder 1 10 pp.) 

Airplane building has become an important industry 

in Delaware. 

The Bellanca Aircraft Corporation of New Castle,Delaware 

located between the streets of 13th., 14th., and Washington 

Park and property fronting along the Delaware River is an 

outgrowth of the Bellanca Aircraf't Corporation of America, 

which operated for several years at Staten Island N.Y. 

and moved to New Castle in the later part of 1927 re-organizing 

and resuming operations in July 1928. 

The Corporation has a modern plant of brick construction, 

the shops are in a one story building divided into several 

departments. This building also houses the offices of the 

Company of which part of the building is two stories high. 

The plant also has a large hangar and an experimental build

ing,the later in which a large wind tunnel is provided for 

experimental purposes on new models. New models are first 

done in wood from the drawing and tested in a wind tunnel, and 

if proven satisfactory full sized wooden models are made with 

all the necessary controls these models are also subjected 

to rigid wind tunnel tests before actual production is 

started. 

Associated with the name Bellanca there are probably-

more world famous achievements than with any other name 

in aviation. Eleven times, Bellanca ships have successfully 

spanned the Atlantic. The first West-East crossing of the 

Pacific, a non-stop flight of more than 41 500 miles, was 

made in a Bellanca and after accomplishing this feat, the 
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the sturdy ship completed its flight around the world. 

Bellanca airplanes have set the following records:-

1. New York to Eisleben,Germany, 31 911 miles, June 

41 1927 - Chamberlin and Levine in the "Columbia.n 

2. Old Orchard Beach, Maine,to Santande'i;'spain,July 

9,1929 - Roger ,.Williams and Lewis Ji. Yancey in the 

11 Pathfinder." 

3. Harbor Grace, Newfoundland,to Scilly Isles,England 

October 10,1930 - Capt. J. Erroll Boyd and Lieut. Harry P. 

Connor, u.s.,C. 

4. Harbor Grace, Newfoundland, to KrefeJA,Germany, 

June 25,1931 - Sir Holger ~and Otto Hillig, in the 

"Liberty." 

5. New York to Cardigan,Wales, - July 29,1931 -

Clyde Pangborn and Hugh Herndon in the "Miss Veedol. 11 

6. New York to Istanbul, Turkey, 5,011 -July 291 1931-

Russel Boardman and John Polando in the "Cape Cod." 

7. Samishino Beach, Japan, to Wanatchee,Washington, 

October 5,1931, - Clyde Pangborn and Hugh Herndon in the 

"Miss 

a. 
Darius 

veedol." ~ ~ 

New York to PQm&FRi.a, Germany July 16,1933-
,.. '- i. tv~1'!tA-'' 

and Stanley Girenas in "L:J..taaiea." 

Stephen 

9. New York to Lahinch,Ireland, Mary 141 1934 George A. 

Pond 

10. Caen, France June 29,1934 

Beanjamin and Joseph Adamov1icz in the "White Falcon." 
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11. New York to Newfoundland, Iceland, Orkney Islands, 

Scotland, Dutch East Indies and Manilja, etc. August-Nov. 

1934 Dr. Richard Light - Comercial type sea plane. 

Guiseppi M. Bellanca, the son of a Sicilian miller 

migrated to this country as a youth. His interest in avia

tion dates back to his childhood when he discovered certain 

aeronatical principles in flying a kite. In this country 

be became associated with the Wright Bros. Aircraft Corpora

tion and when they discontinued the building of planes for 

the building of motors only he left the organization and 

organized the Bellanca Corporation of America at Staten 

Island. 

Bellanca made the first drawing of a tractor type 

airplane, also his recommendation for the v-type landing gear 

was an innovation in aviation. 

It was a Bellanca plane upon which ail exposed units 

were first scientifically streamlined to reduce air resistance. 

The revolutionary airfoil design which pointed the way to 

increased payloads by more than 100 percent without increasing 

weight or power was of Bellanca origin. Bellanca is responsible 

for the introduction of the cabin plane. 
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Dur1ng the paet year the Rad1o Corporation baa maintain• 

ed an experimental blgb. tNqueno7 radio tat1on at the port. 

It 1 operated on tNqueno1ea ot e,aoo to 6,600 Jdl.ooyolea. 

In J\me ~aa, a combined. radio b on and broadcaat1ng 

abort •v Radio station• w.n.u.,. eeoted at the air

port. 1he cU.Not1ona1 be on and broacloaat1ng e.S.ala, are 

uaed atl'1otl7 in airp oomm,ntcatS.on plan• directional 

aot1vtt1 , 1 bu.llt on graun4 1 ted about one-halt e 

aoutbreat ot the 100 ON ail'p-'• 
on and alao for tm 

radlo bNadoaat1ng ot oloe 

80 t t high pol • 

• • 1a erect 8 VU• 

'l'b.e at tlon rat on a • length ot 2'78 Jdleoyol • 

an4 h a rad1ua ot about 16 mile • The ncU.u ot aot1v1t7 

ot the radio bu been ~17 limlted to PNT t lntut nno. 

'l'hia mod8l'D "tratt1o oep7 ot th all'• 1a operated bJ' 

ramole oonti-ol tNm the ott1c•• ot the modnnl equipped 

.u.-~CI..- ot the Dll Pon, Ab-po IION t halt a 11111 •ftJ'• 
1he radio b oon v • tour dlat1not1ve 0 be t 

at right • 1n auoh a-,. that when tor 1a n71ng 

th tle14 he oan 4etumine bJ' ~ et t;b ot the nou 

and tJie tS• S ng ot th.a beat la what D1J1..a111 1• pproaohing. 

he 1a approaching 1n aotl7 the oonieot 4t..eot1on the beat 

on h1• right 4 that b01I the 1 tt w1U tlt togetbel' au41b17 

into on• oonUnuolia ma. 
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'lbe d1r ct1onal beacon, operated 1n connection with 

an alt eter on the plan• adjusted to the rield altitude 

by voice communioatlon will permit th aviator to approach 

the field with erro~ of leas than twenty feet. 

The Dl1 Pont Airport 1a equipped tor commercial 

operation• turn1ah1ng 1nati-uct1ona to student pilots, 

servicing and repairing planes, end hangaring trans1 nt 

planes~ 
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,)tat , I'rawer: 
Trnnsportation:A r. 

Bayard Moore of Seaford built airnlane models and experimented 

with theri ir snite of the ridicule of 11is felJow citizens who 

could not vis·on sch a poss r~litv "as flyin~ bo3.ts spa"'nin 

h"ah ~ountaiPs and oceans . " 

Air mail week, Tfay 15 to 21, the cit zePs of Seaford will honor 

h rr . A loore cachet wiJl be used on air mail leav:i.np: <::eaford 

durinr Air Hail week and the ~ea+"ord lions and Kiw nis C'lub v1jll 

soonsor a marker for Yoore' s grave i11 the Odd F'ellow Cemeter;.,. 

in :::.eaford . 

~ oore w'ls born in S 0 aford ,Tune 16, 1816 aY1d died Aug. 28, 1891. 

Had e lived 2 years lo:n.(l'er e would h.9.ve seen his dr0aM realized. 

Journal Every Eve i~P. 5-12-38. 



Pamphlet I:rawer: 

Folder: Progress - July 1936 number. 
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L CA IOl - 1lm1ngton. 

u 1tted by nnet A. Horner. 

Dat • ch a, 1836. 

ilm1 ton, Delaware. 

op. 1&30; • l061 597J US 13 
•• T. - ayl1 t avi 1me, a1 to S pt. 
enna. R.R. co. 

B. • R. Co. 

11m1 ton, the etropol1a ot la e, aptly called. -th lrst ct.. ot the irat t e, 11es o th Delaware River 

approximat 17 70 1. from the Al tic cean, 28 1. below 

Phil del 1a. At the had or the rich~ t rt1le farmland.a ot 

Dela , th east rn sho yland and th two lower count1ea 

of Vir 1n1a, it etan4a u the tewa.y o the lmarva eninsula. 

'lbe 1edmont d1 tr1ct, as ri • ot l w hill• b twe n 

th p alachian ountaina and t tl ttc Coastal Plain, oocup1ea 

the upp r t of the State in 1ch the city 1 ocated., and as 1t 

been built on rolling land.a rising from tldew ter to an ele• 

tion ot 855 r et, th an ver o o rt., inc• early tblea 

it ab en rt rr to "The City on 111 •" 

rio to th b 1nn1 th ent1eth century 1 t was 

on f th £or st industrial commun1t1 sot the a ion. Ita 

l c t1ot at contlu•nce ot ... e and.ywine c ek1 Chr1a lana and 

D laws.re 1v r, prov1d ple w ter co 1cat1onJ th railroad.a 

h1 nye le 1 fro 1t in all dir ct1on J 5.t clo • prox1m1t., 

to the tl tic Ocean and 1ou r1v F b aJ a location that 

tt i· 0 e C th tre vigors r hot sumera and cold 



e o. 2 
File o. •10 200 

inters., an pl rainfall an aba nc of hUff1canea. tlooda. 

th aot3 ot unr trained nature• 1 t a natural in• 

du trial cent , anpr c1 ted sn4 inviting to 1ta 1nhab1tanta. 

e aame rainfall th• ne rnea to large bod1ee ot 

wat r. how ver., 1 re pona1ble tor a very d1a eeable hum1d1ey1 

1ch om t1m makea the warm daya of 1unner and the cold d a 

ot winter extre el7 unpleasant, deap1te the tact that the ther

o ter aeld r1 e to mor than 90 d•gree 1n swmner or talle 

ch b lo th oint n •inter. 

In l tr years many ot tht, large manut cturing in• 

dustrlea which tormerl7 employed thousands ot eoha ica an4 

1 orer 1th r di continued bueineaa or moved other o-

ca.lttie lnduetriee ve not arrived in auttic!ent 

n era tot e th 1r plaoea. 

Th growt.11 or the large powder comz anie• whose e.xecu

tiv otticea are located 1n the city rougbt about th er ction 

of v ra1 lar e ott1c bu1ldlngs and gave e loyment to clerks, 

b kke pr and al e n\Uftber ot "white collar" workers. 

1te r cently th 1 attr ted the execut1Ye 

otf1c a ot a number ot othEtr corpbr tiona whose ott1c re ml4 

c1 rka o k u rea1de~ce 

and 

ce ot al 

rougbt about the erection o~ 

OU 8• 

tr eta cleanlineaa ot etl'eete, 

d~cat1c l t 111tiee# pl nd1 w u r, tire an4 police pro• 

t et1on were amo attraot1ona that brou t new ree1denta to 

the community for years. t 11 l?IAny o er industrial 

1t1ea 1lm1 tons t.t'e:zted tro the d1eutroua tt eta 

or th finnncial preeg1on. 
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ac of employment, low w sand lo hours ot labor tor those 

•era .S. olu diat1nct1on• fortunate eno to 

aup r1eed thouaan , curt l 

bus1n a n and co ll tel7 oh 

1 1t ta. 

o r 1ty tor youth and 

ed the onom1c atatua ot the 

a a result t- cltt, ith exception ot the 

•co• unk t• • ~al1d, and u !ntereattng, 

• ot •l » wa or unk mpt, d1rt7 brick houaea, and. 

owl e that persona ar comp lled to 11 e ud.4 auch 

surroun41 can b led inter •t1ng. coaeional.17 group• 
ot o1tizena oti ate by sine re 4e 1r e to 1mpx-o•• the oitJ'• 

ao earanc and rov1de ro r shelter ~or unfortunate o d 

b tter- oust co t es. h ld et1nga• paeaed reeolut10118 and 

announced ol •u" c p 1gna, but th 7 soon ot eir 

ftorts d -~•"'n• Al att pt to eradicate them 

ha e b n l"UStrate b o rs hol4er•, u general-

ell1 ar high an are collected by the 

week, rovidi rich profit to th l • 

CH OL :YI 
• 

e c 1 ty cov ra l d occupied betore the coming ot 

he opeana by th Lenni• ena e Indians. That lying between 

th Chtt1atiana iv r and th itandyw1n reek• waa the alt• o~ 

an ext naive 111 e kno as pokobaolng. Ch1k1hok1, aitother 

lla e. 1 y at the unction-of the ela e and c 1at1na Rive~• 

were th arin Termirtal d a Jacent 1114n\1.tactur1ng lan are 

loc t • 
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About 1rty y ar o a number ot 1rn lementa, arro -

head• and artit a, w re dred ed. trom the river muck about 

tw nty t t lo th ur.t'ace near th U10uth ot the Chr1at1aua 

River. Th rind occ io eel ch 1ntereat among archaeolo iata 

191 e id need oocup t1on b 

h1 toric 1nhab1tanta. It .... a now el1ev • ho ver, that the site 

did ot date b ck ore than a .. ew hundred years, and that the 

t1n4e were depoa1ta tat had bee covered b former dredging and 

1ll op ratio •• o t r tl o r li found are now in the 

eum n! ve ai ty, bu s ral e 1n ·the hands of 

lo al colloctora. 

will be to 

HIST I 

h in 

un er "'st 

il ngton1a 

l;h n 1ans who 1nhab1 d this eot!on, 

lilo• 

17 h eto17 "back to the year 1638 

x dition landed at The ocks, 

on he Chr1a lann iv~r ne tre t. 

Th .. edit1o cones1 ed o:r two 

ckel" and"B rd Gr1 t "1 und r c~1uw,u 

, the "Kalmar" 

r e"er m:tit, who 

!'rom l 

terr! r 

to 16 2 

e1:-ic l DU ch. 1nu!'b tall 

into 1af or 1th the cl etors or ~,e Dutch est Ind a 

Compan:,", 10 AJ.· terd.am ( now iEm York 

City} had been e t lia ed an , o _ye • later, 1 t 

n th e ly ev 1t onf;h ceutnry swe e, , d r 

atavus A ol , had b colil: th toNmOet nation 1n orth rn 

op• 
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Follow! t 1a monarch's death 1n 16321 Sweden•• importance waa 

continued under Chancallor Axel oxenst1erna. seeking new markets 

tor its cope~ d no~11 h 8 1n, tollow1 the dieeovery ot 

r1ca 'by Columbu • had nrioh 1ta treaeU17 with old and 

pr cioua ale om the new land•, and. bow Holland, then the 

to~emoet rcantile nation 1n o e, had eetabl1 ed. trading 

the !.Ql worl • edon det~rmined. to 

t'oll the ex le aet b th 

The w dee bu l.t a to11t, blch th91 call o 1at1ana 

kau , an ck ot 11s -- eettl ent, oallfld hl-1at1nahenm. 

1a waa located approx!mat 17 hal.t waJ b tween the seventh and 

Thi tr t br1dg • on h north 1de o t.h Ch:r1at1ana where 

tho n ck ot l d be en e r· ,wine er k th Chriat!.ana 

1v r !a narrowest. a:rel landa nearl7 surl'O· decl it and. the 

atera at tront ack av roe t1on tro wild e ta 

am Indians sho ld e l.atte prov warlike. 

Here th wed1sh colon st ld r 11 ou1 se:rv1c s, dis• 

n ed rude justice, noarb7 be t1111 tbe aoil, 

e t bl1 bed h 1ra · ermano t etwl«uent in the D lawar-e River 

Vall 1 on the 1 te now cover by the City or 1.l11t.1r.let<>n• 

In l ul the ch o ;i. m th 1r colon7 

had looked on the e i t era who tought • 

conom1cally• erected a e.ll fort or o tpoat at Fort casimS.r 

( • Cu •>• Jo C son 1a1ngh, a n 1 ar1ved, 

wediah Gov mor c p'&U:11:wt"I[], th t'or on Tr1n1 tr unda7, e:, 21, 

l 54, (which bro t upon Swed"• the wrath ot the DUtoh, who 

a year later th Dutch roe pt-ured Fort cu1m1r, and took Fort 

1at1na, wh1ch they named ort Altena.. 

Th control of the community b7 t.be DUtch continued 

until 166' wh n 1 t lll8 taken by the Eng11ah under th Duke ot 

York, and Altana wu 
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I 1673, the DUtch again came into po••••a1on ot the land, but 

under the tr at7 of Westm1n1eter, Febl'U&1"7 19, 1674, the lan4 

wu returned. to the En.gl.S..h. 

1ah l'\lle the 1nhab1tanta ot all Dutch and 

Swed1eh land.a were uk-4 to ts.l• olaSu tor th• land. thq 

oocup1e4J aubm1tt1ng proota ot ownerah1p or occupano7. Dlle 

to hard9h1pa and. pr1Yat1ona many ot the ownera had moved. awa, 

an4 onl7 a r .. pereona cl 1ae4 ownenh1p ot landa. The ten11k>17 

now embraced. 1n the lhdte ot W11111ngton wu naoatl7 1n t1•• 

large tracta that c ... into poaaeaa1on ot Johan Andereon Stalloop, 

Dr. Tyman Stidhaa, Jacob VandeYNr, Jean Paul Jaoquett and. Peto 

.Alrich. 

It 1a related that Stallcop came from Holl-4 u a 

cook aboard a Yea el. Hl• habit ot wiping hie gzaeu7 handl upoa 

hie oap giving it the appearance ot atMl earned hill the n1ok--name ot Stael pp or tallco. Ill the deed.a which he executed -he a1gntd hia name Johan Anderson, and lat r Johan Anderaon 

Stallcop. wh1oh h1e deaoendanta adopted aa a aUl'IIWe 

Stall.cop•• land, :..-ousbl,7, coveNd moat or Wilmington 

outh ot about sevent;h s~, to tlw Chr1at1ana River. stidhala 

owned. the land n9rth ot eventh treet to the and.JWS,ne 

Croek, Vandeveer the laud. nol'th ot tlw acdJWine and the seot1on 

over the Church tNet br14ge. Jaoquett•'• land extended. 

aouth ot Market stnet br1dg•• upon wh1oh he built h1a holle, 

•Long Hook•• one mile eoutb ot the bridge on the duPont Hlsb•.' 

wq. 
Alriok owned much ot the aeot1on on the south aide ot 

Thbd. street Bridge. 
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rtion of tallcop•e lan • aold came 1n 

o aa!on o Charle 1 1 a11d l.ater in the h da ot the 

con at1on or Old w es· hurch, \1ho 1n 1736, a pointed Cbarl a 

pringer trustee. H with J co st1117 and ooet oarr1aon and 

their ucc asore, w z-e rant power o "lease and demlae for 

at ot y are o fol!lever, in a all lots• an7 part ot said 

church lend • " 

Another ort1o ot t.-1ta oop•a land eventually c._ 

into poaa 1aion ot 1.lhomaa 1U1ng, who had marri Catherin 

Ju t1a, a da tei- ot one ot the sw diab aettlere. 1111ng laid 

out a town on land near the toot ot arket street alo the 

Chr1e t1ana 1 • • c l 1 t Ulingto,m. Here, frons Ridley• 

Penna7lvan1a, in 17361 came 1111m hlpley, a Quaker, the 

" ther of !lmin.gton," who purchased. small tract• ot land from 

1111.ng end others. 

1th the co or th Sh ple71t began ·the growth ot 

th communi't7. Th 11' influence bro t other Quakers who 

urchaa l d• erected :well1nga and small factories, a eet• 

1 o ••• and enter gene 7 1nto th oo1al and economic 

11:te or th town. Here tor the firet time 1a noted auch well 

known pereona11t1ea ae vid Ferrie, Joshua ay, Thomaa eat, 

ar4 Tatnall, Joaepb endenhall, Samuel Pennock, 'l'homu 

Holl1ng1worth, Robert Rea4, and others which etand out 1n the 

hiatoJ'y ot 1_...Uf',.ton and D la • 

Shor 17 atter h1• &l"l'ival• 111!.am Sh1ple7 erected a 

11.1a..1,·Jl!i.at hou e 1n tb b ot Fourth we t near ark t. Thie 

waa an economlc -advanta.ge to 1hoa living 1n that v1c1n1t7, 

but et w1th 1sa roval of thoa who planned to have 

th market house er eted. at second and kt tre ta. 



The re ultant co y 11ch l ted o tour yeara led to 

a r uest on th t of the 1nhab1~anta tor a Borough Charter 

ame tor the commun1 ty. Th 

by t enn ylv ia, ovember 16, l 39 which gav 

the nhab1t tap io to erect another market houae at 

cond tre t, and provided that the market days ahould be 

deo143 b7 voe, A co pro s evidently waa effected, as it 

wu det 1ned to bav two mark t days, one to be held on 

edn sd&JS am oth r on aturdaye. That cuatom 10 early 

begun ontinuea 

Th 

d Y• 
ve the n of the 1•0~, 1l.m1.ngton, 

in honor of lr Speno Compton, Eul or 1lmington, through 

whoa patronag wu 1ndebt tor hie poa1t1on. 

e chart r alao enn1tted the election ot a chief 

burgeaa ?'14 ~ aae. Th tirat c !et burge1a waa 11liam 

h1pl y, who r ce1ved eb:ty•o votea. The borough contained 

about 120 families, or ap xim tel7 600 1nhab1tanta. ive 

yeare betore 

t 1rt)r. 

number or families had not been more than 

The charter cit-1 the burs••••• authority to "arreat 

and puni h riot ra and other disorderly erso~ br ak1 the 

peac ," and the first ord nano paaeed provided tor the urchaae 

of lan, erection of ttcks, a hipping poat and c •• The 

o e or jail bous ns er cted on then thweet sid of ket 

St 1: t door abov Third a et front ot the "c e" 

a th ou er• 

wae often 

of hie t ans 

• t the pavement, atood th stocka1 " 1n h1cb 

oky v a.bond• who tb:ua p th enal ty 

as1ona. 
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The nalty cona1ate4 not onl ot public exposure, and the 

cramp d poa1t1on of lega and arme, but aleo 1n the gratuitoua 

1nfl1ot1on ot diver• 1abmenta, 1. e •• not mentioned 1n tM 

atatue. Th•J were 1 l1cted b7 t.he rude spectators ot l ia con• 

t1nement, of th 1r own mere motion and d sire to aggravate the 

r t the culprit, He wu otten covered with the con• 

tent• ot rotten egge and other ottenaive ter1al, designed to 

cauae him to keep out ot the clutchu of a law 11h1cb exposed. 

him to eucb o41oua 1ntllctlon. In addition to auch 

he 1'U eometimee "~-,.&llllued out ot tom." 

In detenae ot the oOJSDUn1ty 

that th river• and creeka nearb7 nl!'l!W-t:~!-excellent apot• upon 

wb.1 p tea and a lera co 14 land their cargo•• without 

coming 1n contact with or paying the dutl•• 1mpoaed bJ the 

author1t1ea at b1ladelpb1a. 

evera1 inna and tav ma provided laoea at which 

the aa1lor• could quench their thirat, and cb'unken.••• and 4111• 

ord r often led to arreat an4 puniahmen.t. 

Religion wu of prime importance to the inbab~tanta 

ot the villas•• The swedea ealy ha4 erected a church at 

c1-ane ook, near the preatmt Mar1ne Terminal, which had been 

replaced b7 the Old ••dee Church at seventh u4 ChUrch Stre•t•• 

The QUalc81'a had held. their meeting• 1n the home of 

1111am Shipley and 1n 1788 erected their tint eting houae 

at Four-th and eat treete. Two yeara later the first e•by-

terlan Church wu built near what ia now Tenth and ket 

treeta on a e1te now occupied b7 the 1lm1ngton Inat1tute Fr•• 
Libr&l"J'• 



Th co icy radually 1n r ed in a1c and 1 portanoe but being 

ott th aten tr ok, away from th main art r1ea ot traYel, there 

waa little c t e wa naya o atm-ac new ettlera, and tor a 

c nturJ' 1t owth. 

a ite ita 1ze, ho ev • the deecen4ant ot the uaker• 

~catch Irieh and w diah were tbr1tt, 1nduetr1oua and sealoue tor 

th ubl1c • lf re. ract1c of &k brad and ottering 1 tor 

ale wa an l on and aome of the bakers evidently w re 1lt7 

• In ord r to protect the olt1aena ainet orb1tant 

ch rs• n4 rt w 1 te, 1n 1744, an nance waa aa ed re t• 

ing the ize or the oaves ot bread an the r1ce to be a1d .for it. 

Thia o 1nanc t rove rath n 1ve to the 1 1v1dual at1o- nded 

twentt th centur1 economist, aa it roh1b1ted pr1c ra1s1 1 ut took 

care ot t.h b er by eri tt1 1m to intreaae or deer aae the size 

ot the loaf de endi u on the rice of wheat. 

•• kind. ot bread were sold: 

ouaehold. The price or each waa a penny a loaf. 

1te1 wheaten and 

1th wheat ell-

1ng at thre ehlllinga the· uah 1, white bread 

ounc••• the wheat n read 17 ou.uc •• and the ho hold bread 2 • 

ounce• 4 dwt. heat 1 oreued in rio to ai.x 1111nga ab 

penae per buehel 1 e ot t.h oat decreu«t to 5 

for 1te br • l a.wt or 

for hoe ho1d bread. 

Troy wei t w us • For tho e who ere 1 the habit 

ec1f1ed 1z of lo ~e• 1n that 

easure al.ao, 

•• urem ta. 

C r fer nee to entinJWeighta in the e.vo1X'du 018 

A circulat ing library wu established about 1754. 

REVOLU IO ARY I 

e 1nha 1tant• or the v111 • viewed the evolution

r with mixed teelin,ga. 
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taken b 1n Dr. John oKinley. 
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t t 1:xth. In 1809 t e undariea 

isl t1v• C t to elude 
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m toll t • 1 1 n.y 

in direction from 

tr t t 

In 1800 the l 1 1 w 

820 ... 5 - 6. 88 d 1n 840, ,462. 

w co or C "11 C V a ter in 

d C 1 1lm1 ton w 

0 • t oat wrec et w1 d.l. 

p e Compan h been tnatS.tuted 1n 

0 1 le or th using of an 

ance to t ch 1 t1r e da ed. temb r 7, 1793. 
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e ordinance prov1d th if a chimney caught f1re . w1tl.1n 

t 1rty d y art r be1n swept, the sweeper as to ay one doll 

to th r1 ndsbip ire Com any. 

"And be it tui-th enacted and ordain d that no 

r on shall ex rcie tbe buainea ot a chimey awe per, until 

he shall b approved, am be 11c need by the aforesaid fire 

co any, nor shall any such aweep charge ol'e than th1rte n 

cents tor:- sweeping a two-ator1 chimney, nor more than n1n ten 

oenta tor weeping a three-story chimn97.n 

On October l, 1809 an ordinance as enact ro 1 ing 

a tine ot t1tt7 centa for ach wine runn loose n the 

Borough ot lmington, and on April , 1e2a, it waa p 

that swine mue t be ringed an4 yok d 1t at l rg 1n Doro • " 

event,- 1ve cents wae the tin it the awine eigbed r than 

titty pound, and twenty-five cents 1f under that weight. Swine 

not ringed and yoked were to be taken into cuato 1, atter Which 

the bellmen ehould "ring the bell. and announce th sal •" Aft r 

three ho • ehould the o er fail to appear the eWin wer to 

be sold. Thia ordinance aa dated 3, 1824, 

In tb year 18 the growth ot th cit7 v1ng 

ter1all7 increased 'or than three hundred houses av1ng 

been bu lt duri th put few y are." a a ec1al c nsus wu 

taken by the city author1t1ea, ich 8howed t t th opulat1on 

wu 10.6391 ot 1ch 11 816 we:re colored. It was an important 

h1pp1 point and bo ted ot 21 500 tons ot hip 1ng. 

r1nc1pal tlcl ot .xport waa flour, although cotton• wool, 

a r, iron c po der ere utactured. and ah1 ed. 
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Here we r a4 tor th fir•t time 1n lanN hie 17 

ot" tent e41c1ne••,... diapene bJ' tanto oeto•, 

no charge tO'l.' ot.tlce advioe, and John Ypha, boot ufacturer, 

adv rt1ae4" rtaa llber •, u he tbe torerunn rot the 

" 7 Payment lan," wb1c 1ncreaa94 tM Ul'Oba q w r o~ 

American p bl 1c bJ billions ot doll.an 1n th 

to 191 t 

llJl old aothod ct loo ting place ot bua1n • uM1 

rea14enc until b N• 1eee, altbcugh on anber 311 18111 

• ot the etreete bad been omuaged. 

n4 r th ordinanc • 

High tNet was 11n1111ged. to Fourth 

u street to Pirth treot. 

Hanover to 

Broad to ev th tre t:. 

Kent to Eighth atN t. 

Wood to 1nth t t. 

Chestnut to Tenth tree,. 

taabeth to eventh tre • 

D1ck1neon to elt'th tre.t. 

FPim1t~1n to Thin nilb tnot. 

uhington t:o Foul'teenth treet. 

6t1aba to Fifteenth street. 

tNet ••• obangecl 

ftlM~;r..,.~ton tJleete 

Ju.17 2,, 1868 ill treet wu ehange4 t-o ixt cthJ 

""' ... --,i,,,.i·--~"· ...... "1n t e'tlftMm t and eoo:nd s ta and be"" 
J tte on and m .. A.1.1:1 tNeh wu obanglMt to Chr1at1anA ~ . 
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Lod ea a er tor 1zat1ona lour1ahed.. The 

city directory ot that date numbers man1 auch tr tern1t1 •• 

ev ral required. to 11st them. 

n>. r w r 37 l _,.er• 4 auct1one ra, 6 bask t makers, 

2 11 r era and bi l ost r•• 

Three lar e arket houaea were located downtown, on 

at econd tr et between ket and KingJ another at Thifid. 

1 Stre ta and th thil'd at ghth and r • str eta. 

ort,-•two butch ra ba4 stall• in the t1ratJ twent three 

in the I cond and twenty-five in the third. 

utac'tuzt ot oarrlagea and coachea tl0Ul'1ahe4, 

th directory listing seventeen mamutaoturera, fifteen black

alllith.8 ehoe4 horaee and r pah-ed wagonaJ there w re thirty-two 

otels, and altho th t ach1 ot temperance and the fol'lll&t1on 

t t peranc aoo1 ties had been enoour e4 a1noe the city had. 

co e into e.xi tence, 1n 1876 there w re 131 liquor and l er 

be r aaloona doing bu1ine1 • 

Those wer the d&Ja when women wore lo dreaaea and 

eve:ral ett1coat. e nt.,. dreaamakera are listed in the 

1 76 d1reotor1, and 42 dry goOde etorea catered to their neecla. 

ven firms sold sewing inea. Ther ere eleven r 

junk deal era J even persona -....e~""5ed in the whl tewuhins 

in ea, tour sold lampa and oils. 

Th.ere were 21 a1o teachers. ot 49 phy 1 1 , 29 

were Allopathic, 3 ectr1c, 10 Homeopath1, 6 yg1en1o an4 

on Indian. e et Union Tele aph otf1c wu at 300 

m-• ...... -t treat the Atlantic and ac1t1c at ourth and. arket 

tr et,. 
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11lm.1ngton 1890 

e ro ot th c1ty had b en o exten 1ve during 

the dee de of l 1890 that the newep ra ot the day tl"eely 

a would ahow a population ot 

• at1mated t1 aw 6 ,54:5, and 

predict that th o eua 

at least 68, or 69 thoue 

the "city boost re" we 

count showe onl7 11 4:51. 

obagr1ne to l l ter that t 

vert l••• 1t been a tast•growlng co lty, new 

atreeta had been opene, th c1t)- 11m1ta e tended, row, upon 

rowa ot br1ck boua • had been built to provide 11v quartera 

for the tho and.a ot iron workera, oar and ahipbuild ra that 

ha4 c e to th olt7. In the year 1889 alore 519 houa • and 

other bu1141ng• had b en er ted.. 

Th r were then 25 ublio school•, 60 churchea, an 

1ncr s of 31 during the prec 1ng cad• o eal 

e tat tor uaea ent o•ea had 1noreaae4 10 m1111ona ot 

doll m-• • from 20 million to 30 lll1ll1on. 1r e alarm boxea had. 

b en placed at• r et1o lac• an a teat s1gnal was eounded. 

ev ry mornins at 9s00 A •• ( le waa later chang to 

to enabl school children to arrive a tl 1 aka on 1m ) • 

Th city no had 12 warda and one memb r wu elect to Council 

trom aoh. emb r • re aid a ording to the number ot eet• 

inge, re ul and co tt e, tlley attended. the month 

ot c mber, l 91 some ot y aa 36 

eet1nga. Austin arrington • m&JOl'e 1neteen l tt r

carr1 r• were loy to provide a t1at ctory oatal • rviee, 

an the poat ott1ce opened at s30 A •• tor all bw,1ne••• 
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ere w :r 117 boarding hous liate in th l 90 d1recto , an4 

32 hot la did a tlour1ah1 b ineas. aloona had increued to 

147, an one adv rtiaed that he aold typewriter• and di4 

typewr1t1ns. 

1h of milady'• enta a till remained an 

arduous taak and 23' wo were engaged 1n that bue1neaa. DrJ-

oode tor I had 1ncrea ed to 122. ftl :re were even touz- l 1ea 

h irdr aa r•• and thre p :r ona dealt 1n human hair. 

tore aol o ream. Although th r were 17 undertaker• 

(cabinet- era) th r were alao three 1 ere-out•ot•the•dead. 

The:r wu o e ooul1at and lve opt1o1anaJ twent,-aeven m1111n• 

r, 59 lawyer• and U art1 ta. 

r wer 13 harness and aaddle mak ra, 9 hay and 

traw de lera. 

00 Lo 1 Loo, Hing lions, Lee o, K '1 ah, Le 

1ng, L Ho, Le Ho, Le John, Le Sing, Lee Lue, Lee om, 

in, Sing 8 and ab Hong took care ot the heavily 

starched tiff bosom 1 t, removable cutta collars ot 

th t an4a or worker•• 

There were tour daily newepa re and .two Sunday 

pera. iv w ly and montbl publ1cat1ona were 1n exiatenoe. 

e n w t~LAvd tel hon • were beginning to be uaed 

D la are and Atlantic el. and 1. Company had 1ta 

xchange at ourth and arket Streets. Peo l were beginning 

to "t e" to the el ctr1c trolle c •• although the overhead. 

wir ioh re eginn t.o a pear throughout the c1ty were 

th obj cte ot c la1nta. An 1tor1al 1n the ery ening 

in l 90• remartced, "The overhead wire nu1aance still c ntinuea 

t there ar 1ndteat1ona that 1ta da71 are numbered. 



e 1n o1 r a 1on of 1093 d ~•action 

eve o t o th city, but the tum of 

ta 1ndu tr1 • o r t1 t .tul c ac1ty; roll 
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PO ULA ION - 1lm1ngton. 

At the time the borough charter waa granted to 

Wulmington 1n 1739 the population was estimated aa 610. In 

1775, thirty six y ars later, _the population was stated to be 

11 229. ni.e first national census 1n 17901 showed a population 

ot 21 335. Dur1 the next fifty years, the community gr w slowly 

the figures tor 1840 being 81 369. 

From this year on. the city eh.owed remarkable growth. 

During the decade of 1840-1850 nearly 51 000 inhabitants came 

into the community, the figures for 1850 being 131 979. A 

further growth of more than 71 000 was made 1n the next decade, 

a similar growth continuing until 19201 aa will be noted by the 

following table: 

1850 ........... 13,979 
1860 ••••••••••• 21,258 
1871 .............. 30,841 
1880 ............ 42,478 
1890 ••••••• .. •• 6l,4Bl. 
1900 ........... 76,508 
1910 •••••••••• 87,411 
1920 •••••••••• 110,168 
1930 •••••••••• 107,597. 
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George Donald Crowe 
_April 5, 1938 
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Submitted by - Kennetl A. Horner 

D te • b '1, l 36. 

Las re rd1n Hiflh ay Traffi •• 

The otor vehicle l s of th Stato of Dela. ar 

have been nacted to protect the lives of citiz ns and 

others ho us the roads, to pr vent accidents and a f -

ard pedestrians as ell as car drivers. They ar~ ot 

cir stic and anyone usi due c ution and ourtesy 111 

h v no trouble driving in the State. 

Del ware la s d1.ff r in s e re arda fro those of 

other St tea, and all driv rs ho int nd to remain in 

Delaw .. e :for any l ngth of tim shouJ.1 fam111 riz h1 -

self with th la a by securin a coy from the St te 
-Hi ay ~ po.rtment, loc ted at Fourteenth and rcot 

Streets in l1lm1n ton, in Dover, at the St t ous, 

an in G or etown in the Hi ay u1ldinc. Co iee y 

also be obtain d fro any of the ol1ce De artments In 

th 1 :ways. 

Del nre l w do not rmit the ov rtak1n and 

ssi of v hicles on th ri t, or trolley c rs on 

th 1 ft. "top" sins must b fully obs rved and a 

full to must be de hen nteri throu hi 

fro s1 e rod or lan. Other 1eo the Dela re 

ay 

l s are very ai lar to ose 0£ other St tea. on• 

r id .nt y us their c a in the State for a riod 

of thirty days l'lithout securing a Del,. r licen e. 
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followine brief summary of the la,s may be 

found helpful to non-res dent driv rs a ll as those 

f locally owned card: 

Vehicles pproaching from the right have th 

r1 t of ay. 

Vehicles approuc ing a Stop-Intersection or~

atf.ic- top High 0.7 must be brought to a com lete stop 

ld hall yield t l"':l ht of :ay to all ve icles 

approaching in e1th r direvtion. 

Pa.as to th loft of automrbiles - to th right of 

trolley cars - making certain of an assured clear 

distance aheadJ s1 al the following driver, it anyJ 

give audible .rn1n :rith the horn to operatoi- of the 

overtaken vehicle, pass at a sate distance to the lett. 

Do not pass when approachine the crest of a grade, ex• 

cept on dual, one-way roads. or on a curve except where 

an unobstructed view of the hi way exists tor a dis

tance of at least 500 feet. 

Vb.en being passed by a vehicle, ve way to the 

r1·ht. Do not increase speed until passing has been 

com leted by the overtaking vehicle. 

Pass street cars only when they are in motion. 

hen car stops to discharge or take on passengers• 

stop at least ten feet to the rear. At safety zones 

curs may roceed past trolley ca sat a speed not 

reater than 10 miles per hour, with due rejard for the 

so.tety of passengers. 

Polle and fire department cars and ambulances 

have the ri t of the highway. 
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dlP? 

All other cars shall drive to the ri t hand edge or 

curb of the hi 'J18.Y and remain there until such approac 

ing vehicle shall have aased. 

Do not leave th scene ot an accident. Stop, 

ive name and address to the driver or occupants ot the 

car collied with, render any assistance to in~ured 

persons within reason and within 24 hours report the 

accident to the nearest Highway Polio Station; or in 

1lm1 ton to the Department of ublic Safety. 

All cars must be equipped with god brakes, 11 hts. 

horn, mirror muffler, windshield wiper. Tires and 

steeri gear must be in ood condition. 

Speed Limits. 

25 miles in cities and townsJ 45 miles on roads. 

o ever, the rate of speed shall not be greater than 

is r asonably pro er, having regard to the use ot the 

street or highway, weather conditions, weight of vehicle, 

condition ot brakes, etc. Operatins a ehicle with dis

regard for the rights or safety_or others as to en• 

d n r life or pro>erty is considered nreckleas driv ng" 

and is subject to fine or imprisonment. 

ights: 

o white head lights and one rear red liflht tor 

motor vehicles and one white head light and one 

roar 1,. t for motorc cles, are minimum. Side l:13i!ta 

on trucks and buss s are green. 
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otor Vehicle Laws - Trucks. 

Size of Vehicles and Loads 

o vehicle, 1ncludinj load, shall exceed eight feet 

in width, except ng farm tractors which may have a 

w dth of nine feet• or exceed a height, with load, ot 

more than 12 feet 2 inches. The length of a single 

vehicle shall not xceed thirt three feet, and a co 

bi ation of vehicles, coup18' together• shall not exceed 

ixty r et. 

Solid•tire vehicles, including load, shall not ex

ceed 221 000 pounds. pneumatic-tired vehicles shall not 

exceed, includin load, 261 000 pounds tor to 

vehicles, or 3 ,ooo pounds for six wheeled vehicles. 

Trucks or tractors wit semi-trail rare limited to a 

comb ned ose we1 t of 401 000 pounds. 

Loads are limited to 700 pounds per inch in width 

of tire, measured between the flanges tor solid tires 

and greatest width of casing tor pneumatic tires. 

Vehicles are limited to an xle load ot 161 000 pounds, 

except that four-wheel vehicles and semi-trailers equip 

with penumat1c tires ay have an axle load ot 181 000 

ounds. It is lawtul, however, for a vehicle equipped 

with power brakes to contain a gross wei ht of not more 

than 381 000 ounds. 

No trailer shall have a carrying capacity of more 

than 10,000 pounds and the combined wei t of trailer 
' nd load shall not exceed 221 000 pounds. 
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Any un1foZ'Dled olice otricer may require that vehlolea 

bo eighed.. 

Passe er vehicles shall not ce.rry an7 load 

e.xtend1ft8 beyond th line of tenders on the lett. or 

more than six inches beyond the line ot the tendrrs on 

the right. 

Pernlita to operate 

than those spoc1f1ed abo e may be secured in 

special cases from the st~te Highway Depart• 

ment, or local authorities 1n their respective 

jurisd1ct1ons. 

The Highway De artment is permitted to restrict 

the us of roads and eights of vehicles tor certain 

periods• when 1n·their opinion deterioriatlon ot rt>ada, 

b7 rain• snow or other- cllmat1o cond1t1ona may result. 

Coasting ia roh1b1ted at all times. 
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S ed Limits for rucks. 

· e ax1mum speed allowed when a trailer is not 

equipped 1th bral, s o eaated by the driver is ten 

1les pr hour if the tr iler ors mi-trailer exc eds 

4,000 pounds in weight. Comrnere vehicles not 

equipped with pneumatic tic~rs must not exceed t enty 

miles er hour, and i t miles on any movable bride. 

Co erc1al vehicles with ross weight varyin from 

6 1 000 to 24,000 oun s are allowed a speed of 40 to 

25 miles er hour• the speed decroasing as the gross 

load eic;ht increases. In towns the same vehicles are 

permitted to travel 20 to 15 miles per hour. 

Flares or sign l licI:t at nip-Jit 

flare or s1 al 11 t shall be laced at a dis

t nc of approximately 100 feet at the front and at 

t e ar, an tiird light shall be placed on th 

roadway side of vehicles, when for any reason a truck 

or otor bu is sto ped on the hi 1way at night. 

Clearance Litahts 

Additional 11 ts must be placed on motor vehicles 

of excess len th or ddth to serve as a wal'•n1ng that 

such vehicles should be ap roached with caution. On 

velicles exceedill6 33 feet in le th• green l1gh.ta 

should be laced on the sides at intervals of ten 

£ et be 11m1ng at the front part 0£· the body or auch 

truck or trail.er. V hicles exceeding 80 inches in 

iidth at any part shall display one white 11 ton 

each side at the front• vis ble from a distance ot 
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500 teet, and ne red l e}lt on each side v1s1bl 

from th s e distance. 

otor V hicle La a ot the State o~ Dela are, 1935 

Dover# Del are. 
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Morning News, 2/26/1936: 

"ANOTHER FIRST FOR DELAWARE 

"once more Delaware has scored against all the other 

states in the Union. 

11 This time it has to do with the free f,f ,1~'/,¢,fyij,/ ~f 
care and treatment of all men, women, and children ~HH~· who 

have been injured on the Delaware highways. 

''No othe1~ state is similarly equ i pped. Every police 

station is an emergency hospital. Every state highway truck 

.;:--~ -i~ are ~i_-·/4-f;-/>~¢. mobile first aid st a t ions, subject to public 

call at any time and in any place where they may be encountered. 

"Those trucks carry with them full equipment for dealing 

with emergency cases. The men employed on the trucks are 

certified as first aid emergency workers. ~** 

11 In addition 35 members of the state highway police 

force have been c ranted first aid certificates after having 

taken t h e prescribed courses and passed the tests. 

"All this has been l~ rought about by hearty cooperation 

between t he State Hi ghway Department and Delaware Chapter of 

American Red Cross." 



T I D T T, enth ins, ·stated that the tat 

partm nt ha no control or ·r p rt7. outald t r1 ht ot 

•111'• e c let or the 1lm1n ton ottloe aa1d that anJ 

board r c ted w thin the rl t of wa7 la taken down .1..-rllJVU!a tel7 

pon dlecov•l'J• re 1• no law in etteot that empower• t:h• 

1 .a, pr ent to purchase the land u on lob an7 blJ,l 

'board.a may die l&J any vertla. ta• obJectlonable or othe 

••• It la oealbl that auch. blll J have reached. th• 

• 1>ly calendar but • said 1t never u e4 • baa n v I' b n . 

entoroed.. n tact there la no uch provla1on on th llat 

ov m n the conduct ot the tat• lgbwQ rtment. 
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Year 1929. 

Laws of Delaware 

5759. Sec . 40. Timber Lands Adjacent to Highways; urchase of; 

Payment: he Department 1s hereby invested with full po er 

and authority to acquire for the ftate, by gift, devise, grant 

or pure ase, for public use, timberlands adjacent to highways 

in this State, as now existing or as hereafter laid out or 

constructed, as may be determined by the Department, or its 

successors in power, the land so to be acquired to lie within 

a line parallel to and not exceeding five hundred feet from the 

center line of any such highway. 

The said timberlands, when acquired shall become a part of 

the State Highway system of this state and shall be under the 

sup rvision and control of said Department, or such other body 

as may succeed the said state Highway Department. 
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DW CASTLE ilD PRDCB.TOD RAILROAD 

ullm1tte4 by: Margaret Koor 

An act wae paaae4 in the Deoe:mber aesaion 1817, to 

uthor1s4 the e Castle and Frenchtown Turnpike anpanJ 

t.o mak a railroad :from Frenchtown o the Elk Rivsr, to 

the Delaware line in direction ton.rd• n Cutle. 

book to receive aubaor1ptiona ror auch increase to the cap

ital, • tock ot the ae.1d Company, in shares or twenty-ti e 

dollar each. The l1m1 t to be aubaor1bed for was two hundN4 

thouaan4 dollar•. 

'?he re.tea ot toll•• not eue 1ng three omta ~r ton 

per :m le, tor the tranaportation ot passengers, not more 

than twent7-t1 Te oe ta ea.oh tor t • whol distance, 1nclu4 ... 

ing euetomary b gg , not ex.oeeding one hundred pounda 

weight for each, tor transporting the hole distance an7 

tftnk, box, bale, basket or aokage, not being tho ba age or 

part of the aggage ot • passenger, an not exc eding one hund

red pound.a weight, twelv• and a halt ~nt1. 

In lSA - Toll• - For every paaaenger, 1ncludin custom.• 

ary baggage, not exo e41ng on hundred otmda, ten centa per 

mile. 

Por dpt good• eet. eiX cente per cubic toot 

For nour, fifteen eenta per barrel. 

For ootfe , twenty " " " and t'i een per bag. 

For f1g1, five • " 
Por 1nd.1.go, • ftnt7-t ve • box 

For lemona, er oranges., large or round top box, IOJ. 

For per, t•n oen t p r ream. 
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For rai ina, four cente per box, and twelve cents per keg. 

For egara, j_.x eentu per box 

For wood, one dollar per cord 

For wood-ware, 1xte n cent• er dozen ptecea 

For 1pecis, at the rat• of fiXty cents tor every thousand 

dollar in value. 

For all other rticlea not before mention•d, one cent 

er mile tor every hundred poun.da, eto • 
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are vague, however, and aa the court record• were loat 

tor a conaid•rable period follOWlng 18 1 little mor oan 

be learned ot l ware•• roads until 1!52, wh an ct ot 

ssembl7 gave he u. tic&s ot & Q~ e ~s n reapon• 

a1bili y tor the 1ng of roads, and apec1tie th t King'• 
high y b fort teet de, common roads thirty, and that 

all xcept te te t oft et tal width ot very road ahoul4 

cle~. From t t ar until 17 I e. L&"'Y Court, con-, 

siting o the j stic a of the uart r Seaelone 1d e1ght 
. . 

ember~ of th gran jury, est b 1 shed number or new 

roads. 

In 17_ 1 t e as bly p ase an act to legaliz acme 

roads which b en eonat:rc.oted aa Xtng' hi wa under 

the aot ot 17 • i:t'he h1 ya thus le alize extended from 

Duck Creek, now myrna, to the south m State l ne via Dovel' 

an4 Lnea. 

In t t'ollowi ear, 1!62, th Assem.bl ordained 

that th tolloWi ro s ehoul b ixtJ teet wid and ha.ff 

cle r ort et: The r ad ro the 

11n , eu 

resent Adams t eet, • 1n ton. Thenc the road to -
Duck C ee , Via 1 err, ie C atle, 

on, t. ppo u1n1m1 d Blackb d B:r1dg 

Th nee 1 0 . d to Bl okbird idge the north• 

t ot n on_ tbrou~ ewport, ::.st1ana 

d e a d R d L o • aot p ovided for a hish

to rist1ana Bri e. way tr 

• 

The north and outh oade through Kent and ussex Count• 

1 ere str g tened 1n lVJ6 to form the old State oad, 
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R \II RC DS IN DELAWARE 

The history of railroads in Delav-are had its be r;-inning in 

December 1827, when the General Assembly of Mar~'"land granted 

authority to the New Castle and Frenchtown Turnpike Company, -

A Delaware Corpor ~on chartered in 1811 - to build a railroad 

or near the turnpike, and in February 7,1829, a similar bill passed 

the Delaware Assembly, also increasing the capital stoclc to $200, ooq 
... 

and changing the name to New Castle Turnpike Railroad Company. On 

January 16, 1830 the Delaware Assembly authorized the union of the 

New Castle Turnpike Railroad Company and the New Castle and French

tcwn Turnpike Railroad Company as the New Castle and Frenchtown 

Turnpike and Railroad Company. 

The railroad which was seventeen miles long was built 

nearly parallel with the line of the pike, and terminated at a 

commodious wharf on Elk River below Frenchtown, and was completed 

in 1831. It was equipped with cars having a capacity for ten or 

twelve passengers, and drawn by one horse. The traveling time 

was one hour and thirty-five minutes including change of horses. 

Bear and Glasgow were relay stations. 

EARLY DESIGN OF TRACK: The rails, according to Johnson's History of 

Cecil County," were placed about the same distance apart as modern 

ralds, but instead of being placed on sleepers (cross ties) were 

placed upon blocks of stone ten to twelve inches square. These 

stones had holes drilled in them in which a wooden plug was 

inserted and upon these were laid wood rails twelve feet long. 

A flat peice of iron bent to an "L" shape w•s used to hold the 

track to the stones. A spike was driven throu¢1. a hole 1- one 

end into the plu~ and throutgh a hole in the other end into the 

rail. Pieces of flat iron were spiked on top the rail for 
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Allen 2. Railroads in Delaw~re. 

for protection. The stones were set about three feet apa~t. This 

construction served very well with the horse drawn coaches, but afte 

locomotives were purchased and put into use this type of constructio 

was undesirable and the entire track was relaid on wooden sleepers 

and the rails spiked to 1lllt the sleepers. It was said the locomotiv~ 

jarred the plugs loose from the stones and caused the track to 

spread, 

The locomotive was imported from Engl~nd in late 1832 and 

put into service on the road, It was named "Delaware". After the 

first trip the time was reduced to one hour. Other locomotives 

were added to the rollin~ stock, and the novelty of steam as an 

advertising agent was exceedingly unsuccessful. The road continued 

in active operation for twenty years, in connection with a line 

of steam ships from Frenchtown to Baltimore. 

WIU,HNrn.10N AND SUS 1.TEHANNA RAILRO~\D : This railroad company was 

chartered by the Delaware General Assembly January 18, 1832, with 

~~ 400, 000 in capital stock to build a railroad from the Pennsylvania 

line through Wilmington to the Maryland line. The first meeting 

of the company was held in Wilmington, November 29, 1834 and the 

city of Wilmington appropriated $300 towards a survey. A report 

of a survey by one William Stricklin showed the proposed twenty 

seven miles would cost $,525, 000. The road was commenced on June 

1835 and on May 25, 183'7 a trial excursion was given from Wilm

in,gton to the Susquehanna, and the road was formally opened on 

July 19th. On July 31st the first train ran through from Baltimore 

to Wilmington, bein° ferried over the Susquehanna. The Company's 

right-of-way from Wilmington to the Pennsylvania line w1lich had 

been merely located, was ceded to the Philadelphia, Wilmington 

and Baltimore Railroad, November 11, 183'7; t~e road was completed 

without delay, and opened to Wilmington on January 15, 1838, per-
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3. 
Railroads in Delaware 

fecting an all rail route from the Schuylkill to Baltimore, excepting 

ferriage over the Susquehanna. 

The Philadelphia, ~Vilmington and Baltimo!"'e Railroad was chartered 

February 5, 1838, under Pennsylvania Laws, as a merger of four separate 

roads - beinp. formed of the Baltimore and Port Deposit, the Delaware 
harf 
424. and Maryland, the Wilmington and Susquehanna, and the Philadelphia and 

-harf 
.429 

Delaware County Companies,- all of which formed the route from Phila

delphia to Baltimore. 

The Baltimore and Port Deposit, and the Delaware and Maryland 

companies were charterd by the Maryland Legislature on March 5, and 

14, 1832, respectively. The former road (capital one million doll4rs) 

to construct a railroad from Baltimore to some point on the Susquehanna 

River, and the latter (capital three million dollars) to con~truct a 

railroad from the Maryland Delaware line to the Susquehanna River. 

The Philadelphia and Delaware County Railroad was chartered by the 

Le islature of Pennsylvania, Anril 2, 1831, (capetal two hu~dred 

thousand dollars) to construct a railroad from Philadelphia to the 

Delaware line. 

The Philadelphia, Wilrrington and Baltimore Railroad continued 

to operate as an independent raod until 1881. Durin,l this time the 

road had acquired by purchase or lease practically all the railroads 

on the peninsula and in southern Pennsylvania. The Pennsylvania 

Railroad - after some difficulties . with the Baltimore and Ohio 

Railroad which had used the road jointly between Baltimore and 

Philadelphia -purchased the majority of the stock in 1880, and on 

July 1, 1881, formally took possession of the road. 

The roads leased or owned by the Philadelphia, Wilm ·.ngton and 

Baltimore Company were as follows:-

The New Castle and Frenchtown Railroqd purchased controlling 

stock in 1839. The New Castle and Wilmington purchased in 1876. 



Scharf 
1:429 

Allen, J .R. 
6-24-'76 

4. 
~9), 

Railroads in Delaware. 

The Delaware Railroad first leased ~ay 4, 1855, for twenty-one 

years, and the lease renewed for a like period in 1876, and 

later renewed for ninety-nine years and four months on March 1, 

1910. 

The N wark and Delaware City road purchased in 1881~ and the 
Newark and Pomeroy purchased the same year. 

The Cambridge and ~eaford road purchased in 1883, ~nd the 
Delaware and Chesapeake and the Queen Anne and Kent roads 
leased the same year. 

The Delaware, Maryland and Virginia as part of the lease of 
the Delaware Railroad, and comprised the Junction and Break
water, the Breakwater and Frankford, and the Worchester railroad. 

The Delaware Railroad was chartered by the General Assembly of 

Delaware, June 20, 1836, to build a railroad "from any point on or 

near the Wilmington and Susquehanna Railroad, or the New Castle and 

Frenchtown Railroad, to t 11 e southern li~e of the State, in a 

direction towards Cape Charles, with full power to construct lateral 

branches to Lewes, Seaford, or other points or places with the 

limits of the State of Delaware." A survey was made, but the enter

prise failed because of lack of finances, and the charter was 

forfeited to the st ~te. There was nothing done towards buildin 

of the road for several years. 

Railraods in Delaware. 

Special provisions in the First Charter of the Delaware Railroad.

The first charter granted to the Delaware Railroad, by the 

Le;gislature, gave it many privile es not enjoyed by any other 

corporation before or since that time Amon8 some of the very liberal 

provisions are t h e followinr: 

"That the company should be free and exempt from all rranner 

of taxation for any stock, tolls or other property whatsoever, 

for a period of fifty years, from the passage of this Act." 
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The most ample and summary powers were given for condemning 

lands necessary for said railroad. On payin~ of damages assessed, 

the road becqme vested with the lands forever. 

A further provi4ion gave the corporation power to receive grants 

of land from persons for right-of-ways, and donors of the land 

would have an area adjoining the railroad - not greater than five 

times the amount given - forever free from taxation. But the 

company was given authority to determine how much land ou,~t to be 

set apart under t he claim. 

The railroad became thA owner of all lands ceded to it, and 

which wa s tax fr ~e for fifty years. 

Section21, of the charter, provided for defrayin~ the expense of a 

reconnvisance and a survey of the best route for the railroad, and 

an estimate of its cost, with a full report to be published detailing 

the aovantages of the road, and every expense preparatory to the 

actual organization of t he company is borne by the State, even to 

the payment for the subscription books, and compensation of the 

agPnts employed to procure the stock. 

The Twenty-Third section directed the State treasurer to subscribe 

for in behalf of the State, the sum of $25,ooo in the capital stock 

of the company. 

It is said, that this charter confers benefits on this company 

which are unexampled in the history of public improvements in this 

country. 

Bibliography: Delaware Register. August 1838 to Jan. 1839, 
pa3"e 80-81 by William Buffington, 1839. 

A modified charter was revived in 1849, but nothing was done 

until 1852, when the St -· te conditionally subscribed to five thousand 

shares of stock to be paid for out of the revenues derived from 

the New Castle and Frenchtown Railroad. The Company was organized 
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in May, 1852. In 1853, the Philadelphia, Wilmington and Baltimore 

Railroad became interested in the proposed road, and a re-organization 

was effected ar.d three pwesons representing Philadelphia, Wilmington 

and Baltimore Railroad, and one representing the Wil 1 1ington and New 

Castle Railroad were added to tho Board of Directors. Work was begun 

at once from a junction on the New Castle and Frenchtown Railroad and 

was completed, after considerable difficulties by high damage suits in 

New Castle County, to Middletown in August, 1855, and traffic was opened 

between Wilmington and ~iddletown by way of the Wilmington and New Castle 

Railroad and the New Castle and Frenchtown Railroad to the Junction of the 

Delaware road. 

On May 4, 1855, the road was leased to the Philadelphia, 

Wilmington and Baltimore Company for twenty-one years, with option of 

renewal, afterwards consummated for a like period, ar six percent on 

the capital stock and bonds and one holf net profits over that anount. 

In January, 1856, the road was opened to Dover, and on December 11th. 

to Seaford. In 1856, the road was extended to Delmar to connect with the 

Eastern °hore Railroad from Delmar to Salisbury. In November 1856, the 

Philadelphia, Wilmington and Baltimore Company fook formal possession 

under lease, and the Delmar extension became part of the lease. 

The Treasurer's report for January 1857, showed that 

$1,146,310 had been expended towards which subscriptions had been made as 

follows: - By the State $170,000; by corporations, t62,500; by citizens 

of Wilmington and New Castle County, $27,725; by citizens of Kent County, 

$44,750; by citizens of Sussex County $35,875; by contractors $10,000; 

and by citizens of other States $6,525. 

The Wilmington and New Castle Railroad was chartered by the 

Delaware Legislature, February 19, 1839, to b1Jild a railroad between 

Wilmington and New Castle. It was opened for traffic ~ecember 16, 1852, 
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charf 1 s in connection with New Castle and Frenchtovm Railroad. The 
istory 
ol. 1 year (1855) it was used in connection with the Delaware Railroad 
. 432 
888 for traffic between Wilmington and Middletovm. It later became 

part of the Philadelphia, Wilmington and Baltimore Railroad. 

The de pot for the Wilmington and New Castle Railroad was located -
south of the Christiana River on or near the pro~erty of the 

Warner Company. Passengers for the city and for the P. w. and B. 

Railroad were ferried across the river at a point near the foot of 

Shipley Street. The Depot was used jointly by the Wilmington and 

New Castle Railroad and the Wilmington and Western Railroad from 

1872 to 1876. In the later year the Philadelphia, Wilmington and 

3altimore Railroad purchased the Wilmineton and New Castle Railroad 

and extended the line to a point on the Philadelphia, Wilmington 

and Baltimore Railroad west of Wilmington, which they called Deiaware 

Junction. The depot on the southside was sold to the Wilmine;ton and 

Western Railroad. Although the Wilmington and New castle Railroad 

ran through seemine;ly level country, it had, however, very 

from Wilmington to the 11Dyke 11 the elevation was 41 feet to the mile, 

and from the 11Dyke 11 to New Castle the elevation was 30 feet to the 

mile. The road was rebuilt in 1899, many of the curves were elim:i.nated, 

t..rie heaviest gra des were reduced, and in some places the track was 

entirely relocated and made necessary the removal of some of the 
I 

depots along the line. 

Bibliography - Interview with Mr. Cramer in Pa. R.R. Engineer's 
Office. Wilmine;ton. 
Records in Engineer's Office of Pa. R.R. at Wil. 

The Junction and Breakwater Railroad was begun through legislative 

aid in 1865 and completed in 1869. The road extended from 

Harrington east to :iiilford thence south to Georgetown and easterly 
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to Lewes near the Breadwater, and later extended to Rehoboth. 

In 1866, the Delaware road built a branch from Clayton to 

Smyrna, and from Townsend to the State line and after extended to 

Massey's Cross Roads, where it joined the Queen Anne and Kent Rail

road, and in 1867, built a branch from Seaford to the State line 

to meet the Dorchester and Delaware road, and loaned the latter 

sufficient money to complete its road to Cambr:ldge. In 1869, 

the Maryland and Delaware was completed from Clayton, Delaware 

to Easton, Md., and all the foregoing becrune part of the Delaware 

System. 

The Delaware and Chesapeake road, fifty-five miles from 

arf's Clayton, Delaware to Oxford, Maryland was chartered May 10, 1854, 
tory 
• 1 · as the Maryland and Delaware Company and completed in 1857. 
26 

ery 
ning 
9-28 

The Queen Anne and Kent Railroad extends from Massey's Cross 

Roads to Centerville, Maryland, and was chartered March 8, 1856, 

and opened to traffic in August 1869. 

The Cambridge and Seaford Road, twenty-seven miles from Oak 

Grove to Cambridge, Maryland was chartered as the Dorchester and 

Delaware Company, February 6, 1866. 

The Pomeroy and Newark Railroad from Delaware City to Pomeroy, 

Pa., was originally chartered in 1857, as the Delaware and Pennsyl

vania Railroad. The road was built soon after the Civil War, and 

operated by its stockholders until sold on forecolosure in 1879. 

The original road crosses the tracks of the Delaware road at 

Porters; The Pennsylvania end Baltimore and Ohio at Newark, and 

the old Baltimore central division of the Pennsylvania R.R. at 

Chatham, Pa. It was re-organized in 1881 and operated by the Pennsy

lvania under lease until 1917. On September 29, 1928, passeneer 

service was discontinued on the road between Newark and Pomeroy 
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and the Pennsy+vania Company announced that the road would be 

used as a freight cut off between its main line at Pomeroy and the 

Peninsula and Baltimore Divisions. The passene;er service was 

continued from Newark to Delaware City. 

The Delaware Railroad Company was incorporated under the 

laws of Delaware and Maryland on January 23, 1899, as a consoli

dation of the Delaware Railroad, the Cambridge and Seaford Railroad, 

the Queen Anne and Kent Railroad and the Delaware and Chesapeake 

Railroad. The Company purchased the property of the Baltimore and 

Delaware Bay Railroad Company. 

The Baltimore and Delaware Bay Railroad extended from Pierson's 

Cove, Delaware to Chestertown, Maryland, with a branch of ten miles, 

from Wooten Junction to Nicholas, Maryland. This line was a con

solidation of the Smyrna and Delaware Bay Railroad, chartered and 

built in 1873, and the ~ent County Railroad, chartered in 1867, and 

completed in 1870. The road was sold under foreclosure and re

organized in the interest of the Southern Railroad of New Jersey. 

In 1902, the property was purchased by the Delaware R~ilroad Company. 

The Delaware, Maryland and Virginia Railroad Company was in

corporated under the laws of Delaware, Maryland, and Virginia on 

May 31, 1883, as a consolidation of the Breakwater and Frankford 

Junction and Breakwater and the Worcester Railroad. On August 1, 

1885, operations were begun by the Philadelphia, Wilmington, and 

Baltimore Company, as agents, the rental being net earnings. The 

rights and duties under lease were transferred to the Pennsylvania 

Railroad Company on January 1, 1918. January l, 1921, an agreement 

was made for operation at cost. The road extends from Harrington 

to Rehoboth, Lewes to Frankford, and from Georgetown to Franklin 

City, Virginia, a total of ninety eight miles. 
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The Philadelphia, Baltimore and Washington Railroad Company 

ody's was incorporated under the laws of Pennsylvania, Delaware and 
nual of 
vest- Maryland, September 15, 1916, as a consolidation of the Philadelphia, 
nts 

.703 Baltimore and Washington Railroad (formed in 1902 by consolidation 
35 

ody 1 s 
ual 

of the old Philadelphia, Wilmington and Baltimore Railroad and the 

Baltimore and Potomac Railroad, to which the South Chester Railroad 

was added in 1906) the Philadelphia and Baltimore central Railroad, 

Elkton and Middletown Railroad, of Cecil County, and the Columbia 

and Port Deposit Railway companies. On March 1, 1910, it leased 

the entire property of the Delaware Railroad Company for ninety

nine years and four months rental being interest on bonds, 8% 

on stocks, taxes and expenses. On November 12, 1917, the Company 

acquired the property of the Chester Creek Railroad. On December 14, 

1917, acquired the property of the .?omeroy and Newark Railroad, and 

on January 1, 1919, the property of the Baltirnore and Sparrows' 

Point Railroad. The Company was formerly independently operated, 

but on January 1, 1918, was leased to the Pennsylvania Railroad 

for 999 years, at a fixed rental covering all interest on funded 

debt, taxes, organization expenses and 6% of the capital stock. All 

outstanding stock owned by the Pennsylvania Railroad and its Trust 

Fund. The lines of the Philadelphia, Baltimore and Was ring ton 

Railroad Company on December 31, 1934 comprised 408 miles. 

The Pennsylvania Railroad Company was incorporated April 

13, 1846, under Pennsylvania Laws. The original line extended 
vestments 
ilroads from Harrisburg to Pittsburgh. Many other lines have been acquired 
635 
35 at various times in building up the system throughout Pennsylvania 

and adjoining States including Delaware, jn which State it op·erates 
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a large portion of the railroad mileage. 

The Maryland and Delaware Seacoast Railroad Company, was 

incorporated in Maryland, May 9, 1932 to acquire at foreclosure 
dy 1 s 
ual of sale and operate properties of the former Maryland and Delaware 
est-
ts Coast Railway Company (wilich had acquired its properties at sale 

·1roads 
006 of Maryland, Delaware and Virginia Railroad Company in 1924). The 
5 

former road acquired its property on May 14, 1932. 

The line extends from West Denton, Maryland to Lewes Delaware 

approximately 38 miles all in Caroline County, Maryland and Kent and 

SlmSsex County, Delaware. It connects with the Pennsylvania Railroad 

at Greenwood, Eller..~.:...;e and Lewes, snd with the Baltimore and 

Eastern at West Denton, Maryland for interchange of traffic. On 

August 16, 1934 the Interstate Commerce Commission authorized 

abandonment of the line of road between Greenw::> od and Ellendale, 

and between Milton and Lewes in Sussex County; and also authorized 

acquisition and operation of part of the line in Caroline County, 

Maryland, by the Baltimore and Eastern Railroad, and acquisition 

by Delaware, Mary+and and Virginia Railroad, of part of the line in 

Susses County, w,...,ich will be operated by the Pennsylvania Railroad. 

The area served is estimated to be 442 square miles, and more 

than 19,000 population. Pr:lnciple industries in the area served are 

truck farming, canning and retailing. Values of properties connected 

with truck farming and canning have risen (from 1900 to 1930) 95% 

in Delaware and 103% in Maryland. 

The Wilmington and Northern Railroad Company which extends 

rf's from Wilmington to Birdsboro, Pa., with a branch to Reading, was 
ory 

1 a result of a conso1idati.on of the Berks and Chester and Delaware 
2 

and Pennsylvania Line Railroad Companies in 1866. It was opened 

from Wilmington to Birdsboro in 1870, and to Reading in 1874. In 
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1876, after absorbing the Baltiwore, Philadelphia and New York 

Company was re-organized under title of Wilmington and Northern. 

The latter company was chartered under the laws of Delaware and 

Pennsylvania April 3, 1877 as a successor to the Wilmine;ton and 

Reading Railroad Company. Leased to the Philadelphia and Reading 

Company for 999 years from February 1, 1900, at a yearly rental equiva

lent to the interest on the bonds, 3½ percent in the canital stock, 

and $1,000 for organization expense and taxes. Lease assumed by 

the Reading Company, December 31, 1923, upon merger of the Philadelphia 

and Reading Railroad. Line extends from Wilmington to High rs Farm, 

Pa., and branches totalj_ng 86 miles. In a modified plan of con

solidation of eastern railroads, announced in July 1932, the Inter

state Commerce Commission allocated the Reading Company to System 

No. 5. Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. 

The Reading Company serves the manufacturing, ~ining and 

agricultural regions of New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Delaware. 

The Wilmington and Nortbern Railroad makes a direct line for shipping 

of ant:bracite .from mines in Pennsylvania to Wilmington and tidewater 

points. 

kness The Wilmington· and Western Railroad was commenced on July 8, 
.1-4 

tember 1871, and the road was opened to traffic as far as Landenburg, Pa., 
2-77 

62 in October 1872. The Wilmington and Western crosses the Christina 

River in the suburbs, then follows the valley of Red Clay Creek, past 

all jts mills and local improvements, sends visitors to Brandywine 

Springs, and passes the birth place of the inventor, Oliver Evans. 

It passes through a very rich region, and is an artery for various 

mines and quarries. 
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The road was re-organized in February 22, 1877 as the 
harf's 
story Delaware Western Railroad, and acquired by the Baltimore and 
1. 1 
432 Philadelphia Railroad Company on January 31, 1883. It is now part 
88 

of the Baltimore and Ohio System and is used only for freight 

service, passenger service having been suspended in 1934. 

harf's The Baltimore and Philadelphia Ra lroad was built by the 
story 
1. 1 Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company to secure an independent road 
432 
88 to New York. In 1880, the use of the Junction Railroad in 

Philadelphia, by the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad was denied, except

ing under an arrangement that was not acceptable to that Company. 

The Company sought to purchase a controlling interest in the stock 

of the Philadelphia, Wilmington and Baltimore Railroad, and in 

February 1881, announcement was made to that effect. But the 

Pennsylvania Railroad, however, offered a higher figure for the 

stock and obnained a majority at 80 dollars per share. 

The Philadelphia, Wilmington and Baltimore Railroad had been 

used jointly by the Pennsylvania and the Baltimore and Ohio Com

pany prior to 1880. In order not to be at the merch of its 

powerful rival, the Baltimore and Ohio Company then decided to build 

a line of its own to Philadelphia where an outside connection to 

New York could be obtained by way of the Philadelphia and Reading 

and Bround Brook Roads. The Baltimore and Philadelphia Railroad 

was organized for this purpose on January 31, 1883, and was com

pleted and opened to traffic on September 19, 1886, and is 

operated as the Philadelphia division of the Baltin;ore and Ohio 

Railroad Company. It parallels the Pennsylvania Railroad from 

Baltimore through Wilmington ?hiladelphia, and about a mile apart. 



Allen, James R. 
6-24-36 

-14- Railroads in Del. 

d of OUR RAILROAD MILEAGE:- The government has issued a report 
de 
rnal, giving railroad statistics for all the States since 1860, in 
ch 
2 which Delaware mileage was as follows: 

At the end of the year 1860, 127 miles; 1870,- 197 miles, 

1880, 275 miles; 1890, 314.95 miles; and 1900, 348.62 miles. 

The peach growing industry along the peninsular was a source 

of considerable revenue to the railroads, and in 1876, this class 

of freight aggregated 4,536,751 baskets, or 9,072 car loads. 

Great improvements in farming were made about thli.s time; 
arf's 
tory gypsum or plaster of paris was coming into use as a fertilizer 
• 1 
33 and was shipped to Wilmington from the coast of Maine. Clover 

and ti , 1othy took the place of the native grasses and wheat was 

cultiuated in the place of rye and barley. The land about the 

town which had been unproductive was converted into fields of 

grain, and the hillsides were covered with sheep and cattle. 

The raising of sheep in particular, was an imuortant industry, 

and under the stimulus given by the proprietors of the woolen 

mills, and the development of better transportation. 

In the earlier times the bulk of freight traffic moved 

along the waterways and along these routes towns, as trading 

centers, began to spring up. When the territories some distance 

back from the rivers began to be pierced with railroad lines it 

opened up new areas that would possibly never have been developed 

and would have been penetrated only by a few pioneers, seeking 

solitude or in search of game. 

The New Castle and Frenchtown Railroad was built with the 

view of having a connection between the Delaware River and the 

Chesapeake Bays but it had not been in operation long until it was 

demonstrated that the road was a contr:tbution to a new era of 

prosperity. 
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The farmers along the route began to ship their products 

to the bay shore and French town and Delaware City became thriving 

trading points. Prior to the develo oment of the railroad the 

farmer did not go to the towns any oftener than necessary because 

of the inconvenience, long distance, and time taken away from his 

work, but with a new system of transportation being developed in his 

community he could get his products to market and not neglect his 

farm operations. While this railroad was a crude affair, compared 

to modern times, it furnished the impetus that lead to railroad 

development in the State. 

Wilmington had been developing very rapidly as a trading 

center. because of its position on the rj_vers. The depth of the 

channels allowed most all crafts in service at that time to come 

to its wharves, but as vessels were being b1..ilt larger and having 

deeper draft which made it impossible for some vessels to come to 

the city, its importance as a trading center began to wane, when 

about this time the railroads began to pierce the city and a new 

era of development and prosperity ensued. 

nwith the development of its (Wilmington) iron manufactures," 

kness says Harkness Magazine" The necessity of other connections became 
.1-4 
1-77 pressing and the Wilmington and Northern Railroad was opened in 
61 

1869 to·the coal regions at Reading.tt This was an example of the 

importance of railroad facilities to the development of a city's 

industries, and adjunct to the clty's prosperity. The long round

about way that coal had been shipped had increased the cost of the 

coal, and the resultant finished products, as well as retarding 

industry. 
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It took considerable time to acquaint the people with the 

advantages and necessity of the railroads. This is obviously por

trayed in the endeavor to build the Delaware Railroad. It was 

chartered in 1832 but financial aid could not be obtained and 

therefore the project was abandoned and the charter forfeited. It 

was nearly twenty years later that an effort to built the road 

was terminated in success. 

There was considerable contrast with the first adventu1"e 

and the later successful attempt. In the former money could 

not be secured, while in the latter all stock was subscribed, and 

"within one half hour after the books were closed," according to 

nscharf 1s History in Delaware, 11 the stock was selling at four 

dollars per share above the pur9hase price." 

The railroads while aiding development of the regions they 

penetrated, likewise, changed the environment of tiie districts 

and in some instances resulted in decline in importance of some 

towns and villages. An obvious example of railroads . affecting 

aware the growth and decline of towns may be seen in the case of Odessa, 
.2 
07 an old and thrivine town in Lower New Castle County. The town was 

formerly naT:1ed "Cantwell 1 s Bridge, 11 but in 1855, on account of 

being a noted grain shipping point, the name was changed to Odessa, 

because of a leading Black Sea grain port by that name. 11 But 

endeavoring to shut out anything that would affect the American 

Odessa's preeminence, as a shipping port," says Bevan's "History 

of Delaware, 11 ''the villagers shut their eyes to the evolution of 

transportation. They refused to permit the railroad to pass through 

the village. So the steel road was diverted to 1~iddletovm; and to 

that place eventually went the traffic that formerly had been brought 
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to the Wharves of Odessa. Thus the village became literally "The 

Deserted Village," that Goldsmith pictured so vividly. Its wharves 

rotted, and its business houses lost their bustle of business. 11 

New Castle, the first capital of the State and a terminus of the first 

railroad in the State, might have becrune the most important city of 

the State if it had developed the facilities that had been so generously 

placed at her disoosal, but probably by lack of foresight it had let 

opportunity pass by un-noticed. Located as it is on the Delaware 

River, where piers could have been built to accommodate shipping, it 

would have been an ideal railroad center; when it was proposed to build 

a railroad lengthwise of the State the town would have been a proper 

northern terminus • . It failed to develop its facilities, and the 

arteries of transportation passed through Wilmington from where short 

feeder llnes were eventually constructed, and thus New Castle lost 

much of its early prominence. The railroad was later constructed into 

evan New Castle but traffic of importance had found better facilities else 
istory 
f where. 
ela-
are The penetration of the railroads in the lower counties of the 
1.2 
855 State not only opened that section of the State to better transportation 

facilities, but resulted in new settlements and increased populatlon. 

In 1840 the population of Sussex County was 25,093, and in 1850 was but 

25,936 an increase in population durine the decade before the pene

tration of the railroads of only 843. In 1860 after completion of 

several railroads during the 50 1 s the population was 29,615, an increase 

of 3,979 for the ten year period, or 3,136 over the decade prior to 

railroad facilities. 
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ROADWAYS. 

File No. 413 &o') 

/ 

u. s. No. 13 is the most important of two national 

highway• which connect with Wilmington. North of Wilmington, 

it is the hiladelph1a Pike and South the duPont Boulevard. 

Th Philadelphia Pike rune from the city line on north Market 

Street to Philadelphia. Du.Pont Bouleval'd runs from the city 

11n at South Market s~ the state. 

Northeast Boulevard ruha through the eastem section 

of the city utilizing the Eleventh and Third Street bridges 
,,.. 

and Church Street to shut heavy traffic off the principal 
"' 

streets. It comes in from the south off the du ont Boulevard 

at Rogers Corner and leaves the north city line at 36th Street, 

running along the Delaware River shore to Claymont where it 

connects with the Ph1ladel a Pike, us 13. 

Concord Pike, u.s xo. 202 goes from B. & o. Bridge 

over Concord Avenue north to Weet Chester, crossing US l near 

the state line. 

Kennett Pike, State Highway ~o. 52, leaves Pennsyl

vania Avenue and Ri ing Sun Lane and goea northwest thru 

Centerville and across the state line to US • 
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Lancaster Pike, an improved county road, goes from 

,ru1caster Avenue and du?ont Road, northwest through Hockess1n 

to US I. 

Lincoln Highway, State Highway o. 2, runs from 

southern end of Union Street thru Elsmer,, Marshallton, and 

Newark, and continues sou th tru Elkton to Bal t1more. 

The Newport Road leaves the city at Ninth Avenue and 

Maryland Avenue and continues in a SW direction through 

Richardson Park, Newport and Stant.on, to Christiana arid 

Cooch's Bridge. -

State Highway lo. 48 and the road to New Castle 

begins at the first junction across Third street bridge. 

No. 48 goes from east end of Christiana Avenue to the Marine 

Terminal and to the dock of the Wilmlngton,-Pennsgrove Ferry. 

New Castle road rune south 
(ft-;r~ ~ 

Castle~ 'U--.• ' ' ,_,,_ • "l 

New Ca tle Avenue to New 
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·, STNrE HIGHWAYS Al11D vY WAYS 
(Yighways) 

.Probably the most notable feature of the 11 Diamond 

State 11 , and the one longest remenbered in the mind of the 

visitor, is the stretch after stretch of perfect hie;hways 

e..,;:tending in a veritable network throughout the State, and 

providing the motorist with a good road to almost anywhere 

he desires to go . There is also, probably, nothing more in 

the State of which the average Delawarean is more proud than 

the state-wide expanaes of concrete upon wl':.ich pass cars from 

all parts of the Americas. 

-:---
The early roads, turning and twisting and of/times 

turnin~ back upon themselves so that they might reach some 

imoortant land ovmers' home which was not situated in the 

general direction of the road, are far-cries from the r1odern 

hard surfaced ones in which nearly all of the curved portions 

have been either deleted entirely or which sweep in a sniooth 

path ,vl,.,ich is alr:tost unrecognized by the driver as a turn. 

It is such a decided contrast between Delaware Highways of 

today and the often i111passable roads and wagon paths of yester

day that comparison is a hopeless ,ossibility, as well as a 

useless one. 

Railroad crossings, lon,s the most important t·ear of 

the hif)1way patron of the United States , have been almost 

entirely eliminated. 



( 2) 

Interest aroused in Delaware minds throuch a series of 

several, very trae;ic accidents from this -':ioir.t., has carried 

the citizens of the state to the point 1i1here they will not 

feel secure again until the last of these .,,aenaces are 

obliterated. As fast as money is available, the Highway 

De·partment is removinc these scources of potential death, 

by constructine underpasses and overpasses, and any other 

means whereby the grade crossing is eliminated. The few 

main crossings as yet untreated are usually well protected 

vlith warning-lit_;ht blinkers, conspicuous signs, or the 

conventional bell and crossing 0ates. It will be a matter 
~ 

of only a few years, at the present rate of elimination, be-

fore the e;rade crossing,where the steel rail crosses the 

concrete one, and whose occllpants often argue disastrously 

for first rights, wlll b'e a thine; of the p, st. 

Delaware Highways have several 'noticeable features 

which never fail to draw comments and pleased exclamations 

from the users, and tbey are representative of the main 

ideas of safety, namely: - width, safety construction, lack 

of dangerous curves and unnecessary shifting of gears due 

to steep e;rades. Wide shoulders have been provided where 

' ever possible so the motorist may park alone; the main 

thorpugh-.:'.'.''are in safety and be entirely off the concrete 

surfacing. 

1:L111ese networks of roads connect the main city of 

Wilmin0 ton with man:,.,. of its distant neighbors makin0 fr•e:'..ght 

service by motor truck to places 150 miles and more distant, 

a daily occurrence. 
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1'here are several motor truck companies handling freight 

who maintain daily schedules to these distances. 

Preie;ht vehicles and their drivers have recently come 

into contact with the law becru1se of several serious accidents 

on the hi[Yl.vmys in which the death toll was more than necessary., 

the accidents being caused by drivers v1ho had been over worked, 

and were in too slee )Y a condition to operate their cha1--ge. 

Legislation was imri1ediately put into effect with the result 

that each driver of a freight vehicle was required to sleep 

tvw hours after each eight of dri vine, and no driver was 

permitted to handle a motor vehicle carrying fre:i.ght more 

th.an sixteen hours in any twenty-four; 'I'he first day the 

law was in effect caused much wonderment among visiting 

drivers of pleasure cars to see many trucks oulled up at 

var:i.ous points alone the way of travel with the drivers of the 

trucks det-p in sleep on the cushions or in the back of the 

truck. Since then., there has been little trouble from the 

sleepy driver. 

Fine roads, 1:ilaci.ng the City of Wilmington w:.. thin 

easy reach for adricultural residents have greatly enlarged 

one point of interest to the visitor from out of state, and 

trat is the Public Curb ivlarket. l•armers may come to the city 1 , 

a,'tl ea.se nt'IU 'oe1ov-e, '('e,a.\he.~ 1+0 c¼1&f\a11 hie1r fMee<1 
k . th ~YI~ f(OQVC twice a wee., or even more, wi- 1\ sale. 'Ji.very Wednesday and -fo" 

Sa t~1rday, and sometines on ·ruesdays and :•ridays, farmers and 

families, bis farirers and small, tl'uck-patch farmers, ti•avel 

miles unthought-of twenty-five, or even ten years ago, to 

Tang, :Jiadison or Lincoln Street markets, to place their 

products before the eyes of the city people, where the average 
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V'!ilminston housffwife may obtain for a reasonable price,any 

type of edible food being produced at that time in the State 

or Region . I~ is also possibleJdue directly to the good roads> 

for deale::r:-s to ·purchase fish at the fishine; hamlets of ~ov,ers 

or Little Creek at let us say four o{clock in the morning, 

almost as soon as they are caught, and be handing them to 

their customers and the waitine; housewife as early as eight 

or nine o'clock in the very same morning. Delaware- roads 

have Tmde this possible, and new residents to the city marvel 

at these facilities for the procuring of food which native 

Delawareans accept as an every day occurrence. 

Delaware has rore hard. surfaced road per square mile 

than any other state, the Highway Department having and main

tain.inti; more than 1,239 miles of trunk and connecting roadways. 

State imoroved roads radiate from the larser tovms and villages, 

and every small village may now be reached by at least one good 

road, and often~ore than one. }lo house in Delaware is situated 

more than four miles from a hard sul"faced road. As far as the 

"First State" is concerned, the day of rr.ile after· mile of road 

.marked "passable in fair weather", is very definitely left only 

as a point and subject 'j;; reminiscences. 

For the visitor and passer-by, the highways, both 

t.,nited States and State al"e extremely well marked and there 

will be little trouble exnerienced in finding his way about. 
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For the stranger vvho does get lost, there are State 

Police S ;ations, five of them, situated in such a manner, that 

at no time is the motorist more than twenty miles from the 

sePvice of one of the stations, thus, besidel being E source 

of informative help, the State Police also form an unusually 

protect:tve body to the life and property of the agricultural 

population. There is an extensive_patrol maintained of all 

state hie;hvmys, and there is always police service available 

to all parts of the state at all hours of the day and night. 

It would have been years before safety on the roads of Dela

ware has reached its present peak had it not been for the 

attention devoted to it by members of' the State l>olice and 

interested individuals and eroups. -

'11he averag~ motorist may pass completely through the 

State from its northern to its so them boundaries in less than 

four drivine; hours, but the one who does this is missine; much 

of the beauty of the Delaware country side and hosnitality. 

Also the speedster who attempts to set a nevi 1•ecord for the 

traversine of',the state 1 ay be invited by one of the eagle

eyed,hie;hway patrolmen to watch the executing of justice in 

-che 11 :Birst State 11 with himself as the chief participant. 

Information thus obtained may prove more costly than it is 

worth to the guilty one. However, lawful contacts with the 

meMbers of the patrol will leave the individual with a very fa.>1of'a'ole 

impression. Every courtesy of the Police Department is freely 

e;iven, and much additional help is given wherever necessary, 

often far beyond the so-cal,led line of duty, leaving the in-

quirer with a real appreciation of the efforts of the up-

holders of law and order. 
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Therefore, if the motorist v1ill occasionally see that his 

speedometer checks with one of the many roadside notices, 
~or 

and drive vlith a reasonable respect /Fld the rights of other 

users of the road, he will retain only the most -pleasant 

memories of Delaware in connection with its roads. 

[n the year 1934, accordin0 to the records of the 

Hic;lwmy Department, there vrnre 69 deaths on the highways of 

the State, a decrease from 70 in 1933, and from 72 in 1932, 

which arouses hope that there may come a tiP1.e in the near 

future when unnecessary deaths by the road<~ide ma;y- be re

duced to an absolute minimum. 

A few facts about the road system 0-4 Delaware have 

been in.eluded for the benefit of those interested in figures. 

According to the Annual Report of the State Highway Department 

of the State of Delaware to the end of the year 1934, the 

-State could boast of a erand total of l,_239.23 miles of 

hard-surfaced roads. This makes a delightful comlarison 

with the year 1915, when there were. just 11. 4 miles of hard 

road, and in 1930 with 825.98 1'1iles of this type roadway. 

Comparing fie:;ures for the four-1ear 'Jeriod (1930-1934) an 

average of over 103.31 miles of new road have been constructed 

and placed under maintenance by the Highway Departnent each 

year. This is an item·worthy of consideration when one con

siders the size of the State of Delaware. 
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l)vring the past year or more t:tere has been an 
show-,, 

-intensified interestda.mong the ;:)eople ovming property 

adjacent to the main highways, and various private and 

cJvic-minded individuals and groups1 in the beautification 

of the roadways. State Forester W. S. Taber has placed 

the services of his department and the experts in it at the 

d~sposal of the State and its residents to advise and help 

plan improvi'enients to the appearances of properties front--...J 

•ing on the main trunk roads. With this work on the part 

of the people and the help 1lanned by the State, Delaware 

will also be in a position to claim first place for road

side beauty, alon6 with its present claims for beautiful 

roads. An illustration of impressive beauty and charm 

may be found anywhere along the.new dual hichway from 

\tllmi~gton to Dover. In the strips of ground between the 

two sections of road, there has been much done in the 

form of planting of trees and shrubs, sodding, planting 

of grass and gradi~g. Constant care and co-operation, that 
un 

is 'usually helpful, from the highway users has keot this 

work in a good state and has left more time for the 

creating of better layouts elsewhere alone the right of 

way, instead of necessitating the division of the workers 

for the purpose of repairinc; the damages wrour;ht by thoughtless 

persons. A few striking instances of successful efforts 

to create a perfect reproduction of the 11Hi0hway I:eautiful 11 
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may be seen at the following places in particular:-

U. S. Route 7¥13, throue:h Smyrna, the Lockerman Street 

extension to meet the Dover By-Pass on u. s. Route 113, 

at Dover, and the expanse of road between Dover and 

S1 yrna on u. s. Route #13. 
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LOC TI ON: Statewide 

Information from John H. Cosby, 
Secretary of State Highway Department. 
In reply to letter from Writers' PDoject, w.p.~. 

Date - Replied June 20, 1936. 

Paragraph 1: Yes, since J~ly l, 1935. The State Highway 
Denartment now is responsible for the maintenance of all the old 
county roads in New Castle, Kent and Sussex Counties. 

Paragraph 2: The duPont Boulevard runs from Selbyville to 
the Pennsylvania Line, however, I assume that you refer to the 
dual road from Dover to Wilmington, the last section of which 
was comryleted in 1935. Both lanes are 20 feet wide. 

Paragraph 3. The dual section of u.s. 40 is not completed. 
The specifications used on u.s. 40 and the duPont Boulevard, 
dual, were practically the same. The width of both lanes on 
u.s. 40 are twenty feet. 

Paragraph 4: The width of the Philadelphia Pike is forty 
feet, the first section being built of brick in 1918. The 
concrete widening was completed in 1929. u.s. 13 from Dover to 
Delmar was completed in 1923, the first section was sixteen feet. 
In 1933 four foot widening was comnleted, making a total width 
now of twenty feet. 

Paragraph 5: The total mileage of paved roads at the close 
of the ear 1935 was 1273.2 miles. 

Original of letter of query and reply in letter file. 



JOURNAL: April 11, 1942 

~usquehanna Jee Once Used as Railroad Bed 
I 

HISTORIANS tell us that although 

there was railroad connection be

tween Wiimington and Baltimore, as 

well as between Wilmington and Phila

delphia, as early as 1837, the Susque

hanna River was not bridged between 

the two sections of the railroad until 

1866. Until the latter year passengers 

and freight were ferried across the 

river between Perryville and Havre de 
Grace. 

It is a matter of record also that 
there was one year, 1852, when the ferry 

could not operate for several weeks 

because of the ice. The railroad man

agement proved its resourcefulness by 

laying rails on the ice over which cars 

were hauled across the stream. 

This program was followed regularly 
from Jan. 15 to Feb. 24, 1852. There 
was an interruption of two days in order 
to change the line of part of the track 
on the ice, perhaps for safety reasons. 
When a thaw began to develop the ra!ls 
were taken up. A few days later the 
ice began to break and move down the 
river. It is probable that ferry service 
soon was resumed. 

Historic Picture 
Just how the ice railroad was utilized 

is shown in a large and rare etching of 
the scene which is one of the cherished 
historic relics owned by John H. Turner, 
Jr., of 2301 West Twelfth Street, wn. 

mington. The picture originally was 
owned by Mr. Turner's father, the late 
John H. Turner, a retail coal merchant, 
who kept it for many years in his of
fice, which was on the south side of 
Water Street between King and French 
Streets. It is an enlightening portrayal 
of the operation of the unusual enter
prise on the Susquehanna River. 

The picture evidently was one of 
many issued subsequently by the Phil
adelphia, Wilmington and Baltimore 
Railroad Co., the name of which appears 
thereon. It shows the iron rails rest
ing on the ice along curved lines. Cars 
are on the tracks, evidently being moved 
from one side of the river to the other 
side. The locomotive is some distance 
ahead of the cars. A long chain or 
cable connects the engine and cars, 
This arrangement avoided concentrat
ing the weight of the train in one place. 
The ferryboat is seen in the distance ice 
locked in its slip. 

Venture Was Safe 
Descriptive notations under the pic

ture give information showing how the 
project worked and giving an illumi
nating idea of the extent of its useful
ness. The fact is noted that during the 
period in which the ice railroad was 
used "over 1,378 cars, loaded with mails, 
baggage and various kinds of merchan
dise" made the crossing and that "all 
passed over without injury to person 
or property." 

Each of the cars was an eight-wheel 
vehicle. The locomotives were much 

smaller than those of today but prob
ably of regulation size for that period. 

Nothing is said in the descriptive 
matter about passengers, but they evi
dently were carried in the same man
ner as freight. People can be seen as 
if they were walking from the cars after 
reaching the end of the ice rail line. 
Some others are shown on the ice on 
foot, indicating that they were walking. 
A large sleigh filled with people also is 
in the picture, evidently about to start 
across the river. 

The combined weight of locomotive, 
cars, sleigh and people indicates that 
the ice was thick and firm. 

The Bridge Project 
The 1852 freeze may have hastened 

the bridge project. According to J, 
Thomas Scharf's history, efforts to ob
tain legislation to construct a bridge
obviously from the Maryland legislature 
-proved abortive until May 12, 1857, 
when the move was crowned with suc
cess. There was, however, a condition, 
That was that the railroad company 
build a branch line from Perryville to 
Port Deposit. When a bridge first was 
proposed Port Deposit was suggested as 
the terminal on the north side of the 
river. Perryville finally was decided 
upon. 

The bridge was built in 1866, and dur
ing that year was placed in service, 
Prior to its completion it was partly 
wrecked by a wind storm. This caused 
some delay, not, however, of great mo-
ment. A. o. H. G, 



COPY 

!r. • J. yers 
National Connnunications Assen., Inc. 
707 Twentieth St., N.w. 
Wahington, D. c. 
Dear Sir: 

May 51 1936 

Your letter of April 9th required considerable research 

work w ich 1s respons ble for the delay. 

e have found very little in the way or pictures of the 

New Castle and Frenchtown Turnpike and Railroad Company or of the 

Dela are and Chesapeake Canal of the same period. 

The Chesapeake and Delaware Canal is, of course, still in 

use. It was made a sea level canal in 1927 and belongs to the u.s. 
government. 

In 1854 the New Castle and Frenchtown Railroad united with 

the Delaware Railroad and the junction point was about half way between 

New Castle and Frenchtown. It is probably that the railroad was 

abandoned about that time. You can undoubtedly get a full history of 

all these railroads at the Bureau of Railway Economics in Washington. 

There is no history of locomotive building in Delaware. 

Scattered references may be round to the building of locomotives by 

Bonney and Bush, Harlan and ollingsworth and Betts Mac•ine Company. 
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You may get information relating to the New Castle and 

Frenchtown Railroad in the following books, all of which ought to be 

found in the Library of Congress. 

Scharf', Thopias. 
owell, rial ter 

Johnston, George. 
Janvier, Anne. 

History of Delaware. 1888 1:428-29;2:866 
History of Delaware. 1928 p 367-70 
History of Cecil County, Md. 1881 p 425-28 
Stories of Old New Castle. 1930 p 20-21 

Pictorial Material 

uch of this also ought to be in the Library of Congress. 

Ancient view of cana , s! ng mule-drawn ship. Copy of an 
original. drawing. in Sunday Star (Wilmingtont 
Oct. 21, 1934. 

Diving bell used when old canal was built. In Delaware Magazine 
(Wilmington) l:47 June 1919. 

Oliver Evans' Oruktor Amphibolos. In Keir, M. March of commerce 
p 30 (Pageant of America v.5) 

Old Locks of the original canal. In Evening Journal (Wilmington) 
Feb .13, 1924. 

Old stage coach. In Scharf, T. History of Delaware li422 

Porter advertising passenaer car service between New Castle and 
Frenchtown.June 1,1833. Printed by Young ot 
Philadelphia and illustrated by cut of two cars 
and a locomotive. 

Ticket office of New Castle and Frenchtown R.R. at New Castle, 
built 1831, later used as crossing watchman's 
shelter and still standing. In Sunday Star 
(Wilmington) Nov.4,1923 and Nov.23,1930. 

Monument built from the stone sleepers used on the old Frenchtown 
R.R. erected by Commissioners of New Castle 
Courthouse in 1915. In Sunday Star {Wilmington) 
June 21,1931. 

Types of cars built by local company 1n 1836 and 1840. 
In Semi-centennial. memoir of the Harlan and 
Hollingsworht Co., Wilmington. 1886 p 195~195 



Jan.vier's "Stories of Old New Castle" says "Oars of New Castle 
and Frenchtown R.R. were secured fr m steevers of 
Baltimore". Scharf's ''History of Delaware" says 
"they were designed by Imlay of Baltimore". 
There is a description of Imlay' s cars given 1n 
Peale, L.T. History of the American locomotive. 1887 
p 84-5. It corresponds to the picture on the 
Frenchtown poster and on the Philadelphia and 
Germantown R.R.poster illus. in the Harlan and 
Hollingsworth memoir. See also the illus. of care 
of this period in .Keir's "March of Commerce". 1927 
p 110-111 and 130. 

Passenger station at Vilmington showing incoming tra1n,also 
engine house and machine shops at Wilmington. 

Round house at Wilmi'hgton, erected 1876. In Brown, A.s. 
Guide book of P.W. & B.R.R. west Chester, Pa. 1877 

Mr. alter Bush of Wilmington has envelopes showing cuts ot 
the old wood-burning locomotives, also a lithograph 
showing trains crossing on the ice at Perryville 
or Havre do Grace. 

Very truly yours, 

' 

Arthur L. Bailey, 
Librarian. 



re cl to n .:.1 ... oad. 

A ISTORY OF TRAVEL IN E ICA 

by Seymour Dunbar 
4 Vols. (Vol.3 page 1028) 

"The first brakes on the cars were identical in principle 

with those that had lon been used on sta e-coaches. They 

consisted of stout blocks of hardwood, brought in contact with 

the wheels by means of levers operated by root er. On th 

Newcastle and Frenchtown road, 1n Pennsylvania, the prompt 

halting of its first steam train was achieved in a manner still 

more archaic than this. When the locomotive was approaching a 

point at which a stop was necessary the engineer then shut off 

the power and sent a signal down the track by pennittin steam 

to escape f'rom the safety valve. niereupon the negro rousta

bouts at the station would rush forward, seize hold of the 

engine and train with their hands, lean backward and dig their 

heels into the earth, and the station agent would thrust a 

tence rail betw en the spokes of a locomotive wheel. In that 

manner they could brln the train to a pause within a few yards." 

r, 1 · 
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Journal: February 7, -1942 

--
Our Early Railroads Changed Their Names 

RECENTLY, in writing about changes 

in Wilmington's skyline during 

the period of my observance-and that 
covers a. span of more than 60 years
I was reminded of another type of 
changes during the same period. In 
describing the three stations I have 
known at Front and French Streets 
I recalled that the railroad responsible 
for these stations has changed its name, 
as ha.ve also the other early railroads 
5erving Wilmington. 

The one whose center of local pas
,senger transportation and adminis
trative activity has been and still is 
at Water, Front and French Streets 
first was known as the Philadelphia, 
Wilmington and Baltimore Railroad. 
It passetl to the control of the Penn
sylvania Railroad and the name was 
changed to Philadelphia, Baltimore 
and Washington. It is referred to by 
the railroad people as the Maryland 
Division of the Pennsylvania System. 

The Delaware Railroad, an affiliate 
of the P., w. & B., and operated as 
part of the Pennsylvania System, be
came known as the Delaware Division. 
It now is part of what is the Delmarva. 
Division of the Pennsylvania _System. 
The other part of the Delmarva Di• 
vision, that is, the part from Delmar 
to Cape Charles, Va., formerly was 
known as the New York, Philadelphia 
and Norfolk Railroad. 

Wilmington and Northern 
A:; for the other railroads entering 

Wilmington the one originally named 
Wilmington and Northern, with Read• 
ing, Pa., as its northern terminus, is 
now part of the Reading (railroad) 
System, and its original name has been 
dlscarded. 

The Wilmington and Northern Rail
road was built and operated between 
Wilmington and Birdsboro, Pa., in 
1870. Four years later it was extended 
to Reading, nine miles away. 

Wilmington and Western 
What originally was the Wilmington 

and Western Railroad, with Landen
berg, Pa., as its northern terminus, 
later became the Delaware Western 
Railroad. It now is part of the Balti
more and Ohio System, its legal name 
being the Baltimore and Philadelphia 
Railroad. It was acquired by the Bal
timore and Ohio Company in 1883 
in connection with the building of the 
company's line from Baltimore to 
Phlladelphia. 

I have understood that when the 
Wilmington and Western Railroad 
project we., proposed the hope was to 

main station was at Water and King 
Streets. 

For a long time the main passenger 
station of the Delaware Western Rail• 
road was at Water and Market Streets. 

Wabash Report 
Some time ago it was reported that 

the Wabash Railroad Co. was con
sidering a terminal on the Delaware 
River, probably near Wilmington. I 
made inquiry of the company at the 
time but was unable to obtain any 
authentic information that would con
firm the rumor. 

The story was widely circulated, how
ever, and caused much speculation re
garding the possibilities of such a ven
ture. 

Street Railways 
Returning to the changing of names 

of transportation utilities, it may be of 
interest to note that when I first knew 
anything about our street car service 
the only system in operation was that 
of the Wilmington City Railway Co. 
The only line was on Delaware Ave
nue, Market and East Front Streets. It 
was, of course, a horse car line. At 
first it was a strictly local enterprise. 

Subsequently the company was 
known as the Wilmington and Phila
delphia Traction Co. It then operated 
the Wilmington and Chester railway 
systems and that line from Wilming
ton to Darby, where there was con
nection for Philadelphia via the Phila
delphia Rapid Transit Co. system. 

Long Trolley Ride 
Incidentally, during much of the 

time while the Darby line was in serv
ice one could ride by trolley all the 

1 1 it a. . <.lnect!on between the 
Delaware River and what was known 
as the West, liresumably chiefly west
ern PennsylV!inia and contiguous ter
~ltory. 

Station Changes 
It may be of interest to mention the 

fact that the first passenger station 
of the Wilmington and Northern Rail
road was at the southeast corner of 
Front and Madison Streets. Subse
quently the main station was at Water 
and French Streets, for several years 
in the United States Hotel building 
which then stood there and which was 
razed to make way for the Pennsyl
vania elevated line through the city. 

The Wilmington and Northern had 
what were known as "way" stations at 
Madison Street ,and Silfth Avenue, 
which were convenient for commuters 
living near these stations. Later the 

way from Delaware City to Delaware 
water Gap, Pa., via the Delaware 
River Valley route north from Doyles
town, Pa. Most of the rural section of 
this delightful railway ride, as well a& 

some of the urban part, is a. thing of 
the past. Trolleys have been aban
doned for other means of transport&• 
tion. 

In recent years what once wu 
known as the Wilmington City Rall• 
way has undergone changes of name. 
During the waning period of the elec
tric railroad it was known as the Dela
ware Electric Power Co. Now that 
trackless trolleys have replaced those 
which required rails the name has been 
changed to Delaware Coach Co. 

The original West Front Street rail• 
way-that is, through the horse ca.r 
era-was styled the Front and Union 
Street Railway. This name, of course, 
was discarded after the City Railway 
Co. took over the Front Street line a.nd 
made it part of the trolley system. 

When the West Eighth Street Rail• 
way was constructed it was known a.s 
the Fifth and Union Streets Railway. 
The western terminus was at Fifth a.nd 
Union Streets, where there was a car 
barn. 

The People's Railway co., which had 
a. network of lines in the city, was the 
outgrowth of the Wilmington and 
Brandywine Springs railway project, 
which began to function about the 
tum of the century. The system lost 
its identity about 25 years ago when 
it was taken over by the Wilmington 
and Philadelphia Traction Co. 

A, O. H. G, 
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Elleru"e le Forest 

Stote Drawer: 
Florn 

The lnrge st densel7 forested areas remaining in Delaware 

are locrted n S1 1ssex County. Sonth of' Ellendale and lying on 

~~-; 

both sides of the du Pont ....:01rlevard is the Ellendale rorest with less 

th.n five percent ~fits aree clenred, most of the cleared portions 

n~rrowly fallowing the na :in ro1 ds. The forest varies from pine, or 

mixed pine ar,d oak, to pure h ardwood, its trees in their apparent 

rel8tive ab µndnnce consisting of pine, oak, maple in the order named; 

sw et gum , black gum, yellow poplar, and h~lly being abundant and 

of lesser grov,th . Ms.gnolia and Aralia., Clethrn nnd V!::ccinium form a 

l arge pnrt of the prevoiline undergrowth. 

Over mo st of this urea, cutting has been intermittent and 

selective r ut her than comolete , r nd hardwood trees of 75 to 100 years 

still rerw in. The fo,,,est is nenetra.t ed by natural streams and by 

sone artificial drainage. 
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, onoe a leading roduct of the rural woodland 

ar o u a C unty. s ein revived to ts to er str ngth m 

ong th f era and wo en ot th1a section. y ot oae now 

c ry1 io on the 1nduatry ar . the dee ndanta of the f1rat charcoal 

t.irner ho ta.rte 1 ork in the daye before the Civil iar. 

or1 inal operator of this 1nduatry 1n Su ae.x County 

wae Daniel c. Townsend, res dent of ay'e Landi , ew erao7. 

r. o send bad heard or the v 

y th tales of s sailed t ougb the ebo th ay Inlet 

into Indian 1ver int e1r tlat•bottomed achoonera. n 1061, he 

ma• h1a .first trip to outh rn l ware and found t t there waa 

ao much woodl nd that the 1nhab1tulta were outting and bur 1 

· e t b r in or •r to clear the land for arming. 

a all peraona who were not orn and raised nth a 

act on er consider• fore1gnere, e ·•• uch d.1f!'1culty 1n 
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no 0 
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o s rt is work. ih f1rat tr ct waa 

Pl, 

troubl II be an. 

l a ola, at s.oo 
th eoplo w re 

1 r plo en · t y ould ot ork .i.Ql.. ' ·01•e1gn r 0 

nor would t ey sell m y te or pmont. e w a orced to 

an to w raey to have team.a an wa ona ferried acrosa to 

Phi adllph1a and driven to h1e location in ea tem ussex. Atter 

the p ople w th t• the rorG1 r". wu ther• to stay and that 

his int ntio • and m n y were ood, they readily co-o erat d wit 
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yr oe11 o plo,ment and aellin t 1r uncl ared l • 

xt probl w • te chi th to produo• oh ooal fr 
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never split), pill 1t ln t 1 fo of a pyramid leaving th center 

hollo and cov r t e pile w pine needlee. An av r e or 
o tivo to e1 t corda ar• ple.e d 1n th pit, t e name ven 

t pyramidal tona. shallow tt'eneh is d around the pit, the 

cl y 1 u ed a blanket, ceord1 to the size of the pyr d. 

v ry ling 1 covor•d exo pt emall po:rt1on at the top. I ited 

st1oka ar dropp t • ol and t • tire etarted, the 

op n1 bei th n clo ed. mall holea are punched thro t 

1d a oft fo to• pply oxyg•n to the ould ring f1re. 

tt ndant .rnu t k ep careful watch t t t fire doea not burn too 

!'aet or br ak out through t cov ring. tter about aix days or 

aw k, th clay 1a v d and charcoal drawn. It lap led 

o t h pit and the tire 1s quench • It 1a ten r adJ tor 

h1 t tie nearest rail ay station. 

•US O CHARCOAL-

Charcoal 1s uaed 1n hip building and tool k1 g .for 

.-....i~w~LA<• lo&e t p ring st el ae 1t hea is ate 47 and intense. It 

has been found to b th beat .fllt r tor 

lo • used y arly by c paniea 

,u.1 oaea. 

er an rum. any c -

batter! e for 11 hten1 
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Cheney 
Aug.18,1936 

Delaware's Egyptian Lotus 

The St. Jones River, formerly navigable to Dover, offered hospital 

anchorage for a large group· of Egyptian Locust which in July and August 

almost obliterated the course of the small waterway. The flowers, tra

dition declares, were brought from Egypt by returning missionaries and 

planted in a protected basin-like cove where they have bloomed for a 

century or more. Tradition aslo explained that at Woodstown, N.J. and 

in the St.Jones River were the only places wherein the Egyptian Lotus 

could be ·grown in this country. The fronds of the lotus almost entirely 

cover the surface of the stream near Dover while the yellow flowers stand 

majestically far above the ri~es. With a slight breeze, which gives a 

rocking movement to the flo,,ers and the huge light green leaves, bring 

to thought the fairy land scenes with which children are delighted. 

Dover traditions, long current and generally accepted, declare 

that the yellow lotus was brought direct from the River Nile and that 

all efforts to propagate them, except in Delaware and New Jersey, have 

been entirely unsuccessful but the records of horticulturalists have 

hinted that the stories are apocryphal, which conclusion was reached 

many years ago. 

An eminent authority on the yellow lotus states that it is grown 

in many states and in Canada, through the South and West. It is also 

declared that the sar.e folwers were cultivated by the Indians four 

generations before the discovery of America. They grew in Tennesse and 

Cumberland Rivers and in some of the esturaries of the Mississippi. It 

is also authoritatively stated in print that the yellow lotus was first 

cultivated by E.J.Sturdevant at Bordentown, New Jersey who obtained the 

bulbs frorr the famous Kew Gardens, England. Planting them in shallow 

water in a protected spot, they flourished amazingly. Mr. Sturdevant 



Cheney. Lotus Lilies. 
Page 2. 

declared the yellow lotus to be hardy a rid could be grown in all parts 

of the United States. An equally worthy authority insists that the 

yellow lotus grows almost everywhere in the United States, and that a t 

one time in the last century they glourished in the Delaware River 

and spread so rapidly that there wer'e apprehension among shipping · 

circles lest they eventually impede navigation. The conclusion reached 

by horticultural authorities confirms the conclusion Dover florists 

reached long ago - that t r. e Yellow Egyptian exotics grow almost where

ever intelligently planted. 

References: 
Illustrated World, Sept.1922, Chicago. 
Bailey's Encyclopaedia of Horticulture. 4:2421; 6:2217 
New York,T.b.e Macmillan Company, 1916. 



Lotus Lilies 

Reference: 

11Lotus eaters' report not local flora, after all. 
s. s. 9-2-1934:3 

Horticulturist brands St. Jones 
Legend just folklore. 

rrThus is set aside one of the cherished legends of the Dover 

fdk, who have been taught for two or three generations: that the 

lotus flower that grow and blossom every summer in the St. Jones 

River, a mile or more below the State Capital, cannot be grown -

withE the single exception of a place of south Jersey - in any 

other part of this country. 

The age-old story that has been handed down from one generation 

to another says that those flowers, whose natural babitat is the 

Nile River and its tributaries, were brought to ~his country more 

than a century ago by some tourists returning from the Far East to 

Dover. One or tvro members of the touring party resided in a south 

Jersey town and they also brought cuttings or roots from the same 

plants from Egypt. One part was set out in New Jersey and the other 

was thrown in the St. Jones River. Both took root and flourished 

and have spread until in the St. Jones they have choked the waterway 

that formerly was deep enough for the passage of passenger and freight 

carrying steamboats. Each year in 1d:lle August the flowers in the lotus 

beds in the Kent county stream are hawked about the streets of Dover 

and find their way into neighboring to¥ms. 
re-

It has been told frenuently that efforts innumerable to produce 
./ 

the Dover-New Jersey varieties of the lotus have proven that they 

cannot be grovm elsewhere in this country. It is intimated that the 

try-out to reproduce theme beautiful yellow flowers - kindred of the 

water lilies - have been made in practically every section of the 

United States, and not one has succeeded. 11 
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11 Now comes an authority on floriculture whose prominence in 

the profession gives him the voice of authority on matters pertaining 

to the cultivation of plant life. He further asserts that he lived 

in Dover aTuout two decades, yet he never heard the legtnd of the 

of the flowers in the St. Jones River and he draws the conclusion 

that it was not regarded as other than a pleasant bit of make-believe. 

Perhaps it was not repeated seriously to serious people. He declares 

that if the Dover variety of lutus was "worth while," conditions eould 

readily be made to ~row it in almost any part of the country and 

Europe, where report said it could not be reproduced. No provision 

has been made to grow it at Longwood. a 1,1 J. 

It is an unpleasant undertaking to unmasl< such a pretty legend •• 

It is not improbable that the same kind of flowers that have attracted 

hundreds of lowers of nature's beauty and eccentrmcity may be flourishing 

in other sections of the country. If not it may be considered that 

they are not worth the candle since their physical demands may readily 

be met almost anywhere in these days of knowledge and skill in flori-

cul ture. 11 
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Large Trees in the State 

At the entrance of the Wilmington and Brandywine Cemetery 

stands the Cedar of Lebanon, rare in this part of the world; 

planted about 1850 by the late Edward Tatnall the records show 

that in 1900 it measured seven feet nine inches at five feet 

from the ground. It bears staminate blossoms in abundance but 

very few cones have appeared upon it. 

The Council Oak still stands at the site of the old hotel 

At Brandywine Springs perhaps 20 feet in circumference at the 

base and worthy in grandeur of the conferences which, trad

ition says waneheld under it by Washington and his generals 

after the landing of the British troops at Elk Neck. 

Two Delaware trees were admitted to the "Ancient and 

Honorable Order of Penn Trees". One is a white oak at 

McClellandsville School, near Newark while the other is a 

'Beech at "Haldeand" home of Frederick C. Ziesberg, Weldin 

Road, near Blue Ball, north of Wilmington. It is 8 ft. 6 in. 

in diameter.(Sunday Star 8-9-36) 

"Penns Woods" gives a systematic list of some of the 

larger trees of each species. Among them is a beech near 

Cannon in Sussex County measuring 15 ft. 10 in. 

The largest white oak in Delaware is 3½ miles 1~mm 

east of Frederica and is 22 feet in circumference. 

Near Marshallton there is a tulip poplar 16ft. 7 in. 

and at Guyencourt a sugar maple 11 ft. 8 in. 

cNominations of Penn trees(trees over 250 years old) in 

Delaware include a sassafras, 9 ft, near Milton on the Milton 

Ellendale highway, white oak, 20 ft. twins with spring beneath, 

near Marshallton; "An Ancient Oak" referred to in 1790 in a deed, 

¼ miles south of Cooch's Bridge, Newark; other whte oaks, one 
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near Brandywine Springs; one at St. Ann's Church, Middletown; 

one at Welch Tract Baptist Church; one mile south of Newark. 

Pencader Presbyterian Church at Glasgow; "Rodney Oak" near 

resevois, Wilmington; one on the Wilson farm south of Newark; 

fule at Union School, Corner Ketch, six miles south of Newark 

and another white oak at Eastburn Heights. 

On West 2nd St. in Milford stands one of the largest and 

strangest varieties in the State. It is a tree that grows 

universally throughout Delaware, yet,1s ltllttle known by name-

an Ailanthus tree. Known as the Tree of Heaven, it is a native 

of China, but has made itself perfectly at home in Delaware. 

The Milford species stands on the property of Miss L.A. 

Abbott and measures 15.6 feet in circumference, the 6th largest 

tree in the State. At Cannon, in front of the home of Senator 

Roy Cannon, is an American beech that is an inch or two 

larger--taking fifth rank. 

A black walnut at the home of Chancellor Josiah Wolcott 

has a trunk measurment of 12.4 feet. 

There is a huge red gum near Thompsonville 14.6 feet and 

owned by Alexander Kirby. 

On the west bank of the Nanticoke River, below Woodland is 

a loblolly pine 14 feet in circumference. 

A tulip tree located on the Reeves School road near the 

Dover-Harrington highway measures 15.5 feet. Close behind it 

is a White oak on the estate of Julian P. Murray of Hockessin. 

Another in this section is a fine old fringe tree located near 

the Mill Creek hundred line. On the west bank of the Indian 
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River at Millsboro is a bald cypress of ample proportions. 

Another giant is the southern red oak west of Portsville on the 

south bank of Broad Creek. Between Ellendale and Milford on 

the north side of the highway is a sassfras recorded as 11 ft. 

through. 

Delawares largest tree is a mamoth white oak on the farm 

of s. w. Hall of Dover. It measures 22 ft. in circumference 

4½ feet from the ground is 78 ft. high and has a speead of 129 ft. 

It stands in Frederica Neck, some three miles east of Frederica. 

It is thought to be the oldest tree in the State. 
I 

Little is know~of this trees history but it was a grown 

tree when Penn chartered Dover as Canterbury. The title of 

Frederica oak is conceded a natural one in view of its species. 

The championship of Frederica oak was acquired by a nip and 

tuck engagement for on the Spencer Farm near Rising Sun, close 

to the end of Voshells Pond, stands a giant elm that is almost 

as large. Its circumference is 21.9 ft. or but a scant two 

inches less than Mr. Halls titlehol&er. 

Next is a fine old sycamore tree located below Woodland on 
l.t f,t. ,_:.. c./3,#; 

the lands of H. C. Daft~ which reaches a width of l6f-ft• This 

besets closely a beautiful willow oak 16 ft. in circumference 

on the Wm. Knight farm east of Dover. 

One half mile from Cowgill's Corner, near Dover is a tulip 

poplar 22 ft. 6 in. around. 

A tulip tree near Red Clay Creek Church measures 16.7 arouni 

the trunk 4½ ft. from the ground. 
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Hanging over a well curb on the lawn of the Gtmbb Homestead 

near Grubb's Corner, Brandywine Hundred, Del.--and that is a 

proper location for an American tree of the old stock--stands a 

great flowering catalpa that has had its honorable part in our 

history. It marks a Revolutionary anniversa7y, for it was plan

ted on the day that the Battle of Brandywine was fought at Chadd's 

Ford, September 11, 1777. 

Mr. Grubb thus tells the story to a visitor: 

"Isaac Grubb, my great grandfather, bad been out riding that 

morning, and riding hard, like almost everyone else, for the whole 

co 1mtryside was aroused. His horse, however refused to get 

excited and lagged, so he stopped by the roadside and tried to 

break off a green switch. But instead of breaking the little 

sapling he pulled it up by the roots. He carried that switch wih 

with him all day, and when he reached home at evening he planted 

it eesidex the well as a memorial." 

The catalpa thrived so vigorously that it measures almost 

twenty feet in circumference now, but it hos had to be protected 

from souvenir hunters. 

If trees could only talk,the venerable giant sycamore 

standing in the farm yard of John S. Cooper, four miles west 

of Delmar would be able to enlighten residents of that sec

tion concerning many historical episodes and occurances now 

probably long since forgotten. The sycamore is 80 feet tall 

36 ft. in circumference at the base and abO'Jt 200 years old. 

Mr. Cooper, who is now ijQ years old is one of 13 children of whih 

which one other is now living, tells how Zaccheus climbed the 

sycamore tree. 
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The famous biblical story has its counterpart ha~e. 

Zaccheus being represented by a slave of the Cooper family 

bearing the s~me name, hurriedly climbed the tree upon order of 

his master to wi n a small bet. 

Evening Journal 9-20-33 
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LOCALITY -- Sussex County 

Su tted by i 1thony Hi in 

Januer 28, 1936 

Topic: The Big C-ypress S p (Cede.r Swamp) 

Of interest to natura.11sta, orasters, l barmen, 

draina e gin ro, soil experts, students of istory, sports. en 

doth rs is the ig C-ypre s or Cedar ramp of approxi •ately 

30,000 acres, lyin mostly in southeast rn Sussex county, Del., 

and t i• all r xt nt in ~1orthern lorcoster ~cl v:lco co 

count· e in I 1 d. ( ppro ch ro the orth: U • ..;;.113 to 

11 boro, thence 1.24 to Gum.bore, rher turn left on sla 

road to be co pleted through the s a.~p to Selbyville, Del.} 

This ·re t ·ilder_es, le.rely et, 1s most f d f'or 

t e layers of cypr as and w te cedar hich Wlderlie the deep 

muck and rotted veget tion of the ~a.mp b d. Successive firs, 
. 

burning belo the surface often for a year nt time, have 

destroyed ost oft e aat containing the , if!ed logs, but 

areas remain. e logs are perfectly preserved 

by tl e che "cnl ction of the pent in ' ich they ho.ve lain for 

s veral thous d ye8.!'s ( } 

t as not until about 1850 that the st ding bald-

cypres and t cedar t ber las near y exh usted, and the 

raising of the buried logs began. rom then until about 1900 

shingles ere ad by hand, as £0 erly) from lo s raised in 

winter flood-time. The mining of cypress ceased practically 

when cheap redwood d fir shingles began to be brought from 

the far , st. ( ) 
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Oxen f"u.rnished the power for orking the logs out to 

here men with cross-cuts s cou1d cut them into sections of" 

le len th. 1l1ools used no look •. tran£:e, and have atro.nger 

name ; ong the are: th rivin fr w, bolt ng frow, riving 

Ill u.l, r pi stick, s n le-hors, besides mauls and 1ves. 

o t of the o sea of early coJoni 1 ti es ena later, 

in th central Penins a, were heathed and roof"ed with th se 
otfe.~ 3o ~- x 

d-riven cypr ss shin les_yin wee, lillshoro and Geor e-

to , D 1., in rl n, ., and t e djaeen.t c untryeide are 

cus a of r t g beru."i , original hingl a .from the ig 

Cypress ow p. ~'hese shir les are orn hin, ·ut how no sign 

0 c,c • It is said tat their uur bility is due to their 

being plit ( iven), it1 tl 

shingle • ( 13 ) 

d not sa ed like odern 

B ro:- aurvi v d in the s amp until a out 1840, a. century 

n~ r tleir xtinction els ~h ro on the enin aa. Der have 

c# 

been en fro tim () t in recent yem• , t ough the suppos1 tion 

1 that thy escup fr aryland pr s rves. 11 species ot 

local ild life occur here, including snapping turtles of et 

size d th rar and be ut1!'ul. !TOO d 1ck ( urmner du k) • any 

s eci6s of flora d stinctly sout ern i~ natur, occur in the 

sle.mp, including he out1ern bald cypres, hite cedar, gums, 

hollies, noli a, s.ilax. uckleborriea ro 

nnd ar in bearing in uly. ( C) 

s the h w ters of the ono oke river, th s 8I!1p ater 

1t l the prosent as alwau- flo ed 75 mils gaa%k•••t sout west 

to hesapee.k& ay. In 1.36, ho ever, a canal was being dug from 

the upper Poco oke to a tr~butary of Indian River, hioh flows 

into he Atl _ ic Ocean to the northeast, to take advanta e of 
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the 30-foot natural elevation of the sw p floor which was 

separ ted fro the Atlantic watershed by only three miles of 

ere "" th Pocomoke c B.J."'lnel r1s clogged, 

c_ooked n nnrro, ·h no outlet tvill permit the s p ater 

to all nea.rl 0 :fe in five. les, and is ex ectea to permit 

dr nag or xc ss ater to such an extent that several thousand 

acr s of peat s 1, v ry ich, will be ade available for 

a ricul tur • ( D) 

( fot to ta.te e ··tors: . e nddition of information 

on flor d f J.a cf the sw p a:y be ... ec ed, ro ,ably, 

fro . i · ngton aut. ori tie • ) 

(A.) 'i. • mu1.i r, Dela 'I r tate •' r...,ot r 

(B) N. Jerom imb o rchant ands r p authority, 

- 1 ville, • 

C) _ iel inv atigation 

(D) L vy Court of Suss x Co., 1. 

7 
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~ge ~tate Forestry Department is organized to advise all 

woodland owners on the care and handling we woodlands; grows 

and distributes at cost nuDsery stock for reforestation purposes; maina.ains 

a thoroughly efficint forest fire protec·ci on organization; and manages and 

operates some ~welve nundred acres of 8tate forest property for timoer product

ion, demonstration, recreation, and legal public nunting. The State forest 

properties nave, during the past one and a ~half years, been improved by 

Civilian lionserva tion Corps enrollees under tne direction 01· the 8ta te 

Forester. accorming to data ~ompiled by the Delaware State Forestry Department, 

960,UOU acres of the State's 1,257,600 acres were originally densely forested 

with a wide variety of valuable tree species. Land clearing for/~i,ff!tf.// 

agriculture, uncontrolled ~crest rires, and utilization has reduced that 

acreage to an estima-t;ed ~8u,uou acres of mature, second growth, cut over, 

burned over, and restockine; forest land, tne major portion 01· which lies in 

the two soutnern count+es o1' tne ~tate, as is tne case in most o:t: tne eastern 

states, much of the forest area in Delaware may be classified as woodlands on 

farms, but separate holdings of 800 t~ l,Oou acres and areas comprismng 

4,0ou to 5,uoo acres may be found in Delaware. The commerically important 

forest trees are ioblolly, shortleaf and Virginia pine, red gum, whiee and 

red oak, and holly. 'l'he pities aupply p i ling, mine props and lumber; veneer 

for baskets and shipping containers is made ~rom the gum; and the holly tree 

supplies the raw material for Cnristmas wreaths and sundry Yuletide decorations 

1~t manufactured and sh~pped to all parts of the United State and Canad.a. As 

a special inducement to reforestation and timber growing as a business. tne 

St;ate offers tax exemption for a period 01· tlhir"&y years on classified reforested 

lands. Conditions to the classifica~ion are tnat mot less than five acres 

are satisfactorily reforested either artificially or naturally with suitable 

timber species, that measures must be taken to protect the area from fire 

and grazing, and that at the ~ime of application for classification the t~ees 

leas than five feet tall. In industrial importance, Delaware's 

do not rank with those of states farther south in the hard pine belt 

her ~ operations are oh a larger scale. 



.However, as a study of forest utilization reveals that sustained yield 

operation is more closely approached here than elsewhere in the region 

because operations are usually small and conducted with labor otherwise 

normally employed in a.gricultureal p~rsuits. 

Through tne efforts of the Land Utilization Division of the Resettle

men-c Administration, a considerable acreage of marginal and submarginal land 

..... .,......,. has been purchased by the Government in various parts of the State to 

be used for reforestation, game and game food preservation and conservation, 

and public recreation. 

'l'he Civilian Uonserva tion Corps is actively engaged in ditching our 

tidal marshes to eliminate mosquitoesl 

observed at our shore resorts. 

1rhe bene.fi ts of this campaign are 



Trees in Delaware 

Source: Penn's Woods {I682-I932) 

Edward Embree Wildman, Ph.D. 

Phila. Christopher 8 ower & Co. I933. 

TULIP POPLAR 
In lower Odessa is a tulip poplar with a breast high girth of 

I9 feet 6 inches. 

On Dr. Hall's lawn in Dover,there is a great tulip poplar 

I5 feet, II inches in girth at breast high. 

One-half mile from Cowgill's Corner, near Dover,is another 

tulip poplar 22 feet,6 inches in girth at waist high. 

SUGAR MAPLE 

At Guyencou rt,Del. 200 yardsN.W. of P.&R. station is a 

sugar maple IIfeet, 8 ihches in girth at waist high. 

BEECH TREE 

In Sussex Co.,Delaware's greatest beech tree measuring 

I5 feet,IO inches is at Cannon. 

OAK TREES 

Delaware's greatest white oak,22 feet in girth, atands at 

Murderkill Neck, 3½ miles east of F'rederica. This great tree grows 

on low ground near the Bay Shore, and hence is not as old as 

Delaware oaks of less size. 

Just outside of Newark there is a white oak I6 feet 9 inches in 

girth. It is on land once used as a race track. 

About nine miles south, past Newark and Cooch's Bridge the 

village of Glasgow is reached. Here in the yard of Pencader Presby

terian Church there is a white oak which is mentioned in the deed for 

the land sold by the original granters, David Evans,Wm. Davies, and 

Wm. Willis. These three men were granted 30,000acres in Oct.I70I. 

This was the"Welsh Tract". This oak has been used as a landmark 

since 1723. It measures I4,feet, 9 incheso 
OVER 



One of the oldest trees in Delaware is a white oak which grows 

the Slaughter farm fou miles south of Smyrna. It is I7feet 3 inches 1 

circumference at breast height. 

"Council Oak" at Brandywine Springs is a mile north of 

Marshallton on Route 41. It is 15 feet,2 inches in girth. 

Washington and Lafatette held council here before the Brandywine 

Battle. 
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On Dr. Hallls lawn in Dover there is a great tulip poplar I5 feet, II 

inches ingirth at breast height. 

One-half mile from Cowgill's Corner,near Dover~ is another tulip 

poplar 22 feet, 6 inches around, waist high. 

Source: Penn's Woods (I682-I932)by Edward Embree Wildman,Pb; 

Phila. Christopher Sower & Co. I933. 
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Dec ber 15.1936. 

Th is 1nd.1v1du ls ho presumed to b 

prescribed fo 1ck nimals in country commu.n1t1 

])Octor 
d. B.or 

e pass d en-

t1r ly ut oft e ictur to b succeeded by those with diploma 

from v terinary Colleges c rt1fy1ng th t thy are pr cticall 

e:i;pert and exper1 need in the in of the ills of all .fa 

stock. The old tim "Hoss Doctor, al ys refer d to y ung 

a filly and to her other s a mare, nd differ-

enti ted t en a g lding and a stallion. This was uppos d to 

give hi patrons assur c th t h knew what he as talking about. 

H discus d and talk d oss" in season and out, 1n coimtry smithys 

or city livery stabl s, and assert that his knowledge of horse 

healing was complet • His pr tensions w re 1ong accept a his 

own valu tion b for ther ere colleges teaching veterinary 

surg cy f'or thee s nothing else to do about it. 

then it as discover d that a cow of' the dairy or steer 

of th p tur r f'u d toe t, d had either hot or cold nose~ a 

count Solomon s hastily sent for and c sp edily. Aft r 

att mptin to d1 oa the ailment th t had laid out sy he pro-

ceeds to drench her by mixing quantities of dru. a and co pounds in 

hug bottle and forcing it down the throat oft pr strat an 1. 

If th dos did not ost d1ately br1 g forth t result sot ht, 

1t was follow day a doubl portion ot th s 

d it the p t1ent 11v dover the first we of the heroics of th 

"ed1e1n man" she s lucky. unless th cow got back to her t et 

and f d 1n that tim it w s not v n 90 to l chanc that she 

would escap h tever ha is provided tor deftmct ttl • 

stock n now d clar th ft lity of dairie and groups of horses 

w s incr a by th old fashioned Hoss Doctor.11 With the coming 
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"Hoss Doctor" Gone aid 
Forgotten. 

of r duat s r v terin y coll g th or1 n medicin man 

oft st bles d pastur w r pt id and forgott n. 

H passed on to some other vocation or to idl n as. and the 

ft itiea ong t er• stock tum.bl beca s of hi exit. 

Th Hos Doct r•s" uccessor, ho ever, met with a 

set back, with th sing of th hors on the coming oft to-

obil, but 

a au ful 

include tr nt of dogs 

-
than h 1ng 

orlc. The latter is or 

jor live stock to th p ts hav almost 

all gon thoroughbred and the sic !nose, th ffect1onate , 

Scottie r Ai edale ar of ter concern to their mistress s 

than any oth r quadrup t t reathes and lives or orka at hard 
i 

labor or gi e milk for babies. 

Th Old oss ctor n ver h d an xouse for posing 

his 1 ck of kno 1 dg upon o era of 11v stock except for th most 

part h char s for either diagnosis or the administration of 

hl. d atructi dose• There r thos o found a ft1c1ent co -

nsation in the sati f ction that they h b en appeal.ad to as 

th men of their community, hil oth rs ght rec 1v a all £A,~ 

Th r ar oth r, ho ver, r not thout so knowledg ot 

adm.1n1st ring to hor e and cows) but it has been fa din th face 

of c nt c1 nt1t1e disclosures, that they ov rdosed their qu druped 

p t~ents until it was o s1bl to determine hether 111n sa or the 

d1c1n k111 d the afflicted horses and cows. At any rate the old 

H ctor," lik his ict s rlted fit the odern pictur, 

nov r nev r to co b ck. 

Refer nc :- Personal Reminiscences. 
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Dec ber 15,1936. 

Folk:E.~~'": 

~he Country Doctor 

e ar still ny p rsons o ould r c l the ountry 

doctor b c to rur l hoe to dmini tr to the people of the 

c mmunit. 1n ng the auto obil sp eded him about t country 

n 1 p t1ents t 1 tanc n ore quickly than he could 

visit th a horse and gon, h a taken to th cltie d 

to f om hence he is ro tly and quickly accos 1ble through the 

teleph n • 

Th country doctor of the last o ntury 

man. In dd1t1 n to h1 n1 tr tion on the 

eyes of ba i a s thy c into th orld and clos the t the 

journey• end,, he as the confidant o:f the community. H waa called 

upon for advic on all tters of individual or ccmullU.l;L1ty cone rn,, 

financial inv 

up n qu stion 

it in 

tment, r1 ges and divorces• and v n to decid 

of social propri ty. If his x umb ration s small 

sure com.pens ted for by th atitude oft e p tients. 

H was invited to ev ry fast, w d 1 or whatever was th function, 

nd his left ear have burn d al oat constantly if the 1 

tr diti n 1 correct 1 yin th burning ar d notes that o e 

on is sining your rais s. 

In the former days the country doctor's horse d 

earr1ag own sit pass d by all th p opl of th ne1G}lborhood• 

and wh re v r h drov he was re tad with aff c~ n and court ou 

salutations as he proc d d along th rods. 

man of ndurance an patience was th rural doctor. 

Three onths of the y ar the CO'lmtry roads w r so d eply buried in 

mud that it s al ays problem 1:f' the octor coul.d "make the gr de," 

and tbr oth r onths th intense heat t oi e r ly taxing 
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Doctor. 

on th stt-ength ot the driver and his steed. !he ,reather.bolrever. 

waa never too hot, nor too cold• nor the rain or wimi• snow or 

hail too severe, nor the night too black to prevent h1a arunrer1ng 

a call tor medical help 1"rom hatever 8CJllrC8 it c • In addition 

to the exercise ot all those humane":i ~•• the count1"7 doctor waa 

eipeet to head eveJ7 aubacr1pt1on 11st - for charitable enter

pl'iaea tor church or community 'for every n ed. 

!'he taot that he stood at the very top in the estNm of 

h1a neighbors might have been indicated bJ' the 'fact that if he catald. 
1J 

be induced to actively enter the political ld he might count on 
I\ 

the solid back1?ig of his pati nta and noigbbora • It waa bl lflesa-

n ••• his lo ot hla bnthren• that endeared him to all with Whom 

he came 1n contact, advised and healed their Ula. 

'!'here bav been numeroua appeals far the retum of ~ff 

countr;r doctor, but obv1oual7 the responses are ffR• H• baa been 

rendered •obsolete•• as stat d by the automobile and the telephone, and 

to an extent by •bulanc••• even 1n smaller ftCDnDJn:tt;1ea wh1ch bring 

the sick and injured to the doctor am mod :rn nuraing, Instead ~ 

calling the medical helper to the pat1 nt md then ruahing puthapa 

miles to th neaNat pharmaoy to get the med1c1n• called fw by the 

prescription. 

The cmmb7 doctor- not in.trequently wa good naturedl.y 

laughed at by his more aophiacated brethren of the c1t1 •• one who 

has dl'amatically vindicated the skill and usef'ulneaa of the rural 

medicine man by bringing into the world a quintet ot girl babies all 

of whcm survived and are d veloping wonderrul.17 well atter their 

second birtbda7 despite the insistence of the most prominent members 

of the medical profession that they could not possibly live- all if 
0 

any of them - to ?each the first anniv sar:y of the:t.i- Ute. -



.. 
J. Barton Cheyney, 

December 16,1936. 

FOlld:er-e -~~ 

Village Blacksmith - Gone 

There possibly are not more than a half dozen left ot 

the village•smiths•and shoera ot horses that formerly abounded 

in this city and State. The directory for 1935 lists but one 

little blacksmith shop 1n Wilmington instead ot the score )'bhJ[t'

in the latter daya ot the Hineteenth 

century. There are also very tn ot the Yll:l:age am1th1ea still 

carrying on and they are on the way out. The blaokam1th and 

hia co-worker the Wheelwright, have b•en mach1nc1zed out ot 

profitable employment and have sought other opportun.1t1ea to 

exercise. their skill aa craftsmen. 

The country smith, all have been taught to mentally 

picture aa a might7 man - brawn7, strong aa an ox, knowing no 

incapacitation or sickness 1n his entire lite. He often was 

entirely a different person~ the smith ot prose and verse. 

After serv,-ng an apprenticeship ot tour years in a 8111:tbJ~ the 

~bryo tarrier was ready to establish himselt in a business ot 

his own. His preliminary outlay for tools, anvil, bellows, 

hammers, sledges and vises were comparatively small and the 

patrons ot the am1thfwho were served at the - shop stuck to 
( 

him. In earlier days the work waa varied, it included _in addi-

tion to horse shoeing, supplying the iron work tor new vehicles 

built by the wheelwright, sharpening plows and giving points to 

harrow teeth and a general repair service which might include 

making a key tor the smoke house or rebuilding a thrashing 

machine. 

Leather aproned from ankles to neck he stood by his 

bluing :tire ot aott coal 1n a cradle o:t hard burned 01111, while 

the apprentice -J.ad pumped the leather bellows which kept the 
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fire in roaring bl ze. The smith took th iron from the tire at 

intervals of a minut or less to see if it bad become sufficiently 

and was 

quickly tttonged" to the iron anvil, and hammered by the smith; occas

s1onally th apprentice would be called in to assist 1n the task with 

a heavy sledg. The sparks"showered" in all directions, - resembling 

a cascade of shooting stars. If chemical were used to weld to red 

hot pieces the red fountain of sparks would be doubly brilliant. 

works, the lookers on failed to understand was why the pyrotehn1cs 

were harmless to bystanders or to their clothing. 

The ironing of a fine driving carriage or a sleigh was 

regarded a a challenge of the smith's handiwork. They were rather 

difficult jobs with the crude tools and appliances available, four or 

five d cades ago, and the neighbors watched the work with int·erest as 

it represented test of his skill of the man with hammer and anvil. 

Upon the smith's horse shoeing his future success was gauged. 

The work presented a wide variety of difficult problems. Each horse 

required shoeing particularly with reference to "corns" or otherwise 

tender feet. Although enveloped by hard hoofs the horse was more 

than likel7 to have foot pains or sor ness unless the steel shoes were 

put on just right. The vicious unruly equines presented even more 

serious problems, The sm1th's life was in danger if he failed to 

think straight and act right at the time the obstreperous animal was 

demonstrating his capacity for what was called "general cussedness." 

He understood that if the horse e any protests against the farrier's 

efforts the latter should hold fast to the foot or leg of the "patient" 

on which he was orking at the time. However, fatal or even very 

serious mishaps to the tarrier were infrequent. 
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In still earlier d ys some of the smiths shod oxen 1th 

plates to enable them to work in winter over snow or ice, as well as 

to negot1at 8teep hills. •:suck" and "Berry" never could be brought 

to submit meekly to have new shoes nailed to their cloven hoofs, con

sequently stocks were utilized; into these one of tbe yoken would 

be driven or tempted by grain. once within the bars were closed and 

broad straps placed under the stomach of the animal permitting him 

to be swung off his feet. The rest was easy. Each hoot_ as it was 

Was Strapped to a beam and the nailing process ready tor the shoe, 

11 h d The narrow shell of the hoof required as quickly accomp s e • 

even grater care and -precision than shoeing a horse. 

The ox and the stocks have disappeared along ago rejected 

as arachic until a yoke of cattle drawing a cart is a total stranger 

to Delaware. and horse now broken to automobiles and steam threshers 
) J,,-

are overwhelmed with terror should they their former kindred 

and farmyard neighbors yoked together on the highway. 

The village smith was usually a pleasant, obliging person. 

When in winter i.f the cold orought ice and snow and made the roads 

dif.fieult, the .farmers brought their horses from all parts o.f the 
,a.) 

n1egb.borhood to have them rough-shod; $harp steel caulks set 

into the toe and heels and p headed nails driven into the shoe. 

He might be awakened to begin the roughing be.fore sunrise and possibly 

would continue through out th& dq without stopping tor food or rest. 

Every .farmer - as in a hurry on such occasions. 

The man o.f hammer and anvil was "versatileU In slack period 

o.f the summer he would obligingly help his farmer-patrons get their 

crops in the Autumn he helped at butchering time. In fact the 

village smith as indispensible. He was an institution - as was 

his wheelwright -neighbor - usually located nearby- The blacksmith 
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and the wheelwright shops in addition to the country store were 

the centers of all local news and speculation. Neither however, 

offered very luring accommodation for night forums of discussion. 

The smithy was unfloored - on the earth - and the heel wright 

shop repelled visitors ho smoked in fear that sparks might fall 

among the d:ry hav1ngs and end the industry- in smoke ~nd ashes. 

Th tarr1er1 these later days1when notified by a patron 

that th i 0 ~t~r•s horses need shoeing steps on the gas or his 

mot1v ted smith shop and proceeds at once to respond to the call. 

While the bl cksmith haa witnessed the upset of his vocation and 

its almost total extinction, by the competing mechanical age he 

also may recall the development 1n his own vocation in the last 

half oentury,-.Qriginally h was obliged to make not only horse 

shoes but even the horseho nails. But machinery long ago supp-

lanted the hand made commodities of the smithy not alone 1n horse 

footwear,but in almost every article of farm or household use that 

References:- Pffsonal 
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December 15,1936 !he V1ll Shoemaker 

•odeftl machinel7 haa d.riv• the laat of the oountry oob

b1_.. ott hi• 1ow bench into :ret1relum• v into another TNat1.on. 

Thee aeemed to be one who aerYed ••fllf7 oount17 ne1gbborhoo4 halt 

C eentm-:, lib._.. hAt 11T d 111th h1a ~ and ahlldnn waiting -

euataera 1n a 111111...., anne to the Jdtoben. 81.x or NND dee.a.a 

ago the ahotrllakua 'RN al.moat all te ~ oount17 born. '.l'her were 

among th tw hmnb1e work a and craf'tame who had aad.•aocial re

cognition by theb :tarma neighbors - 1n da7a 1ldla the ariatocraq 

o:t the countl"J' were landed proprietor.. 

Just wtq th.e7 turned to making and N,Palring rootwar 1a 

not readily understandable :tor their cobbling wu • •• 8ll4 rough, 

even though the7 might have been apprenticed to II0111"118lll81l,• It 1a 

~1ng that the INlta they obtained were not nioN crwte than ----

the7 a ed to have been, thaae later daq 1llhan looking bacltlruda.., 

to the cobbl~r•a l....ndiwork o:t the senntie o:t' the lat centul"'J• 

In cutting lather :tor shoea tbia hand mazm:tactul'er 

:taah1oned his cal:t' eldNI --~e=--al!!~II :tit e1tmr toot equallJ' 

good• or equall.7 111. The uppers were ataun 1:t' not attractive, 

according to modern atandardai and tb9J' 1 111thatood hard we • 

and the elements. They were subjected. to aunab1.ne and a-~ 

the shoes 7 be gard.ed now1thq att01'decl th• Ollllff8 te u great 

a degree or satisfaction u doea the - poaaeaaion ot the 1'1neat 

artistic foot nar of today. the boota,.... JDOft 41tt1cul.t to make 

than •• but the COlll'ltl'J' cobbler negotiated 01'd.9n for tbl one 

quite u a4117 u tor the other. 

'l'hia bullda ot foot weu t on a 1 bench 111b1eh 
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marker. 

o:t1'ered accommodations for his tools, awls and such devices. A 
I 

cak of black waz stuck on a scrap of leathe as always at hand. 

Thia put the :t1n1ah1ng touches on h1 wax ds which war made of' 

strong linen threads rolled tog ther and the wax applied by running 

it up and doWD or along ~ .thre until it was thorougbl.7 uni.tied 

and trengthened.diDll-.1~•=::t:j~a were threaded into tbe•wax em, 
to be us as an edl to guide tM thread through the holea 1n 

the leather mad with an awle In aew1ng the shoemaker wore ab.1elda 

of' aon leather 1n-. palms of his b,mds to protect...,._ againat 

the cutting bite of the strong• -...,d thread. Pollowing the awl 

w1 th the thread the cobbler would grip a wax end 1n each band and 

awing his arms hi into the air as he drew 1 t Ugbt narrowing the 

extent of his awing aa the length of the strand grw aborter. 

Years of service on the bench bowed his back and 

shoulders, m4 the awing roughened hi• hand into a state of' al.moat 

chronic aoreneaa • Be was almost invariably a patient, good tempered 

man1who liked the compan1onab1p of' waiting patrons and who entertain

ed some of h1 n ar neighbors who might drop in o:t evenings to '¥-t 
while he patiently worked d making or mending. In this way the 

count17 cobbler's shop waa the centre of' harm.leas gossip- amal.1 talk 

or the community: 

He bought his leather and"f'ind1ngs" :from dealers 1n a 

near by c1t7 or from tanner1e 1n D8laware which were numerous until 

the tannl bak becaia exhausted and the trade was absorbed bJ' a 

trust. 

The buss and racket of modem shoe mak1Jl.g and repairing 
I' / 

mach1n 'J!'7 was a swan song for the hand cobbler and put up hia shutters 
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tor all time. Shoes ea DOif made or repaired allloat wbll.e the 

patrons wait• and by men mostly trcm the Old 

to have an apUtude tor cobbling by machinery. 

1cl who seem 

In same ot the larger cities a Ver'J' t.,. ot band 

shoemakers hav stuck to their laats and suppl'J' .tootwar tor 

particular patrona who an willing to wait and pay dearly tor the 
... 

l'IIX1D'7 .ot hand made shoes• 

It may be remarked that 1n the days antedating mac~ 

made f'ootwear. chiropodists and toot doctors. generally were fewer 

1n number then 1n later days• llhan coma• bunions and callhaness 

seemingly are the lot ot all the bmum ~ even before m1ddle 

lite is reached. 

Souroe,- Personal RemSn1aoencea. 



Franklin Pote 
Iva ch 17, 1937 

1830 February 6 

A LOA . 'A.1 T,t!;D 

20 DOLLARS, (redeemable in 5 years) for which 0 00d freehold 

secur ty 'iVill be iven. roposa s received at the Town 

Hall, until,the next lobility Ball is given - when that at 
,J 

the lolVest rate of' per cent, will be accepted. 

Also a skilful Genealogist wanted, who ca divine 

the grade of Nobility nry grandfather sprang from, as I have 

lately discovered a Boa~•s Head worked in the seat of a pair 

of' his old Buckskin Breeches , ('lIY sole legacy.) 

Paul Jone/torn 

Jan. 29 6 
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