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submitted by M. I:Targaret lfoor 

Date - December 1, 1936 

From the Delaware a.nd Eastern Shore Advertiser 

August 8, 1799 ---

TO ALL WHOH IT MAY COhCERN 

I hereby declare, publish, and make known to the world at 

I 

lnrge, that Willian Spencer, of the county of Kent in the State of 

Jaryland, Captain of Cavalry in the United States Provisional Army, 

is a COWARD, for the very good reason, that he, the said 

Willia..."!1 Spencer, after challenging rn.e, and I appointing the time 

and place, did not attend, nor te1der a.ny reasonable excuse for 

such his unjustifiable conduct. 

RICHARD C. DALE, Captain -
of the Republican Blues, of the 3rd Regt. 

of the Delaware Militia. 

Cantwell' s Bridge, 1'1ew Castle county, 

Delaware state, August 5. 

Thursday July 25, 1799 
NOTICE 

Vlill be sold four weeks from the date hereof, if not sooner 

redeemed, a chest of Carpenters tools a...~d a s~1all Trunk containing 

a few articles, belonging to one Killpatrick, and left at James 

!.! 1 Culloug,.-i.,_ 1 s tavern, 1ew Castle, .August 1798 as a pledge for board 

and lodging. 

June 26 JAMES H'CULI.OUG --



L. M. MOOR 
From the Delaware and Eastern Shore Advertiser 

December 31, 1798 

11 TEN DOLLARS REWARD" 

"Deserted from the Guard-House, in .L'lewcastle, on the 4th 

inst. WILLI.Ai,! SWIFT, a marine soldier. He is an American born, 

about 5 feet 7 or 8 inches high, dark complexion, large black 

eyes, and dark hair; was very much knock kneed. Had on when he 

went off, the marine uniform, a round blue jacket, with red 

facings, blue pantaloons, and a hat trimr.led with yellow binding. 

Whoever will apprehend the said Wm. Swift, and give information 

of him to the subscriber, or major W.W. Burrows, connnandant of 

the marine corps, at Philadelphia, will receive the above reward." 

"DANIEL CARMICK, capt. Marines" 

"Newcastle, Dec. 8 11 69 *4t. 

From the Delaware and Eastern Shore Advertiser 

Thursday February 14, 1799 

"PUBLISHED by AUTHORITY" 

"By Samuel & John Adams, at Newcastle, 

In large Octavo, upon Imperial Paper, 

The L AW S 
of 

THE STATE OF DELAWARE 

From the earliest Times to the year 1798; 
WITH Ai; APPENDIX, 

Containing various Public Records, and certain 
Legislative Acts, which from their Connection in some Respects 

with the existing Laws, require to be preserved: 
To which are Prefixed 

The CONSTITUTION' of the United States, 
and 

The COI STITUTION OF THE STATE OF DELAWARE, 
in two volumes, 

(Comprising upwards of 1600 pages) 
Price four dollars each volume. 

To be had of James Booth, Esq. at .Newcastle; 
Nicholas Ridgeley, Esq. at Dover; and ~athaniel - Mitchell, Es,. 

(foorge Town. 



Submitted by M. Margaret Moor 

Date - ov. 27, 1936 

From the Delaware and Eastern Shore Advertiser 

Monday, April 15, 1799 

"Notice" 

"The Trustees of New-Ark Academy are requested to attend a 

semi-annual Meeting at the town of New-Ark, on Wednesday the 17th 

inst.-- Business of importance of the institution will be sub

mitted to the consideration of the Board-it is therefore hoped 

the members will be punctual in their attendance. 

HENRY LATI1"ER, President of 

Wilmington, April 6. the Board of Trustees." 

From the Delaware and Eastern Shore Advertiser 

Monday, April 1, 1799. 

"For Sa.le" 

"A valuable Tract of Land, situate in Newcastle hundred, 

about three miles from rewca.stle, two and a half from Christiana 

Bridge, two from Newport, and six from Wilmington; consisting up

wards of 200 acres, near one-half of which is woodland, the other 

equal to any in the neighbourhood, and a large quantity of meadow 

may be made at a small expense. Terms of payment will be made 

easy. For further particulars, enquire of the subscriber living 

in Newport." 

"ELIAKIM GARRETSEN" 
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"NOTICE" 

The co-partnership of JOHN PORTER & co. is this day dissolved 

by mutual consent. All persons indebted to the said firm, are 

requested to make immediate payment; and those having any demands, 

to present them for settlement, to JOH.N PORTER, at Mansfield Mills. 

NE'IVCASTLE, Feb.22, 1799. 

KENSEY JOHNS, 

JOHN PORTER. -
From the Delaware and Eastern Shore Advertiser 

Monday, May 6, 1799 

"ewark Academy" -
The public are notified, that Mr. John Waugh., under the 

direction of the Trustees, has opened the Academy at .Newark., where 

the learned languages are taught. 

The Trustees have received the assurances of several of the 

inhabitants, that young gentlemen will be accomodated with boarding, 

washing, and lodging, at from twenty-five pounds per annum. 

Henry Latimer, President of the 

Wilmington, delaware - May 4. Board of Trustees." 

Monday, July 8, 1799 

From the Delaware and Eastern Shore Advertiser 

Date -- July 8, 1936 

"TO BE SOLD" 

A two story brick house and Kitchen, with a large lot of 

ground thereto belonging, situate on Delaware and Pearl Streets, 

in the tovm of .Newcastle, in the State of Delaware. 

now occupied by the subscriber. 
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11 The house is fifty one feet front, and about twenty 

feet deep; has three large rooms and an entry on the first floor, 

and six chambers on the second. On the lot are also erected 

convenient stables and carriage house, with spacious hay-lofts 

over them. The garden is large and will admit of very handsome 

improvemeht. This property was lately occupied with much success 

as a Tavern, is now in good order -- and its situation, in the 

center of the town on the most public street and near to the 

Court-house, gives it superior advantages for any species of 

business. The terms of sale will be made to accomodate the pur

chaser. If not sold before December next it will then be rented • 

.NICHOLAS VANDYKE" 

NEWCASTLE, June 27, 1799 

From the Delaware and Eastern Shore Advertiser 

Monday, September 2, 1799 

LEVIN HADY 

Of Saulsbury, in Somerset county, Maryland, Brigade-Major, is 

hereby published as a COWARD and POLTROON, by 

OUTEFBRIDGE HORSEY, Capt. of the Second 

Troop of Horse of the third Brigade of 

the State of Delaware. 

Georgetown, (Del.) 

August 27, 1799. 
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From History of Delaware 

Chapter XLIV 

Christiana Hundred. 

A large tract of land lying between Christiana and Mill 

Creeks, extending from the mouth of the latter nearly to where 

Newport now is, and north to Mill Creek, containing about one 

thousand two hundred acres, was granted by Governor F'rancis 

Lovelace, September 1, 1669 to Andries Andersen, Seneca Broor 

and Gysbert Walraven. Not long after this Andersen died, leav

ing his property to his widow and five children. The other 

two-thirds soon after passed to Arnoldus De Lagrange and others. 

In 1683 the whole tract was owned by De Lagrange, Walraven and J 

Broor Sinnexsen, who bad married the widow of Andersen. In 

April of that year this tract was divided, but they kept in 

common a tract of eighteen acres of mill land, on which, before 

1687, they built a mill, as shown in the agreement following: 

"This may certifie that, according to agreement of Arnoldus De 

Lagrange, Broor Sinnexsen and Gysbert Walraven, there is layd 

out for a mill a certain tra·ct of land, situate, lying and being 

on ye south side of a branch of Christiana Creek, connnonly called 

Little Falls Creek," eighteen acres surveyed 7th of Second 

Month, 1684. This mill was bought of the different o¥mers, in 

1723 and 1726, by John Richardson, who had begun buying lands 

soon after the division in 1683. In August, 1687, he purchased 

the Walraven tract of one hundred and ninety-five acres, and in 

1723 the Richardsons built a large stone house on it. Later, 

another large stone house was built on the same tract, nearer 
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the mill. It was erected by Richard Richardson in 1765, and is 

located on the Newport turnpike, about one-half mile from the 

present limits of the city of Wilmington. The land on which it 

stands was part of the "old mill tract.," granted to three of the 

original Swedish settlers, named Broor Sinnexson, Gvsbert 

Walraven and Arnoldus De Lagrange, in the year 1683. The whole -
of the mill tract., comprising about eighteen acrds., together with 

the adjoining property on the south, was owned by John Richardson 

at the time of his death., in the year 1755; and he by will de

vised "the mill lands and mill, and the house and improvements 

which is thereupon," to his son, Richard Richardson, who at that 

time was a bachelor of thirty-five years. 

In the division of the above tract, in 1683, De Lagrange 

Walraven took one hundred and eighty-one acres, lying on the -
west side of the tract, adjoining lands of Conrad Constantine, 

on which Newport was later built. He also had a tract lying 

near the mouth of Mill Creek. 

Gysbert Walraven had his home lot on the creek, containing 

twenty-nine acres., east of De Lagrange, now owned by the Latimers., 

and on which the old Walraven house still stands. He also ·had 

one hundred and ninety-five acres of land lying on Mill Creek, 

above Sinnexsen and south of the mill lands, which were in a 

neck; and also thirty acres of marsh land, at the junction of 

the two creeks. 

Conrad Constantine, in 1683, was in possession of a tract 

of land containing six hundred and thirty acres, lying on 
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Christiana Creek, west of the large tract of De Lagrange, Wal

raven and Sinnexsen. One hundred acres of it passed to Henry 

Parker, who, April 261 1731, sold it to John Justis, it being 

on the east side of Rainbow Run. The rest of the tract re

mained in the hands of the Constantines until after 1740. 



Iindestrom, Peter . ~eograp lq m ricae wit~ ~ Account of the 

D la are Indians , ased on Surveys ~n otes m de ·~ 165 to 1656 . 

r~qptnr 5 , P . 175 : 

1654-1656T 

"Concerni tbe Situ~t:on nd ,....onditions o"" t11.e Countries 

of ,~:c are located on bot sides , as rell or the 

west s on t· 

" ... rorn Christ ·11 a Lvor to th fandhoc{ t1- e soil is 

A ua11~ rich~~ fertile to the above describe, an even a~a 

level land, here and t,,..Are settled by nns . It is s~' to corre -
to shore t' Pre wit v ssels . t the a~dhoc 21 o 7 n~ colonists 

h ve erected t~e r drellings on the Roy 1 _ajesty 1 s 1 n, ( ~ e 

--

wit ) t e Arms o Qweden . At t1e Sn hoc thA 'ollanders h ve lso 

fortified nd b ilt a fortress vtth 4 '~st·~ns , which t~e ollanders 

c lle ort CasQ.:. er . o ev r , wen we qrrlved i"']_ Jew cirecen, it 

h f len nto lmort tot 1 ~ecay. 

rom thA Sand~oc { rel s to ,....ape I nlope , o t e 

west b nk , t 0 s0·1 is very good 8.nd fert~le , but unoccunie "nd 

uncu1t · vrtted y either the"' Ares or t1--e sn.vae;e n t'ons . " 
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(Pote) 

ffThe Indi ns used no salt ut pr served their fish 

and m.eate by drying and amold.ngJ t th shore t e7 boiled, 

strung and dried clams,wh1ch wer ua d to season their 

insipid tare." 

w 
There were kinda ot aewan. The black •,the gold 

ot tru, Indiana - waa made f'rom the black portion ot the clam 

lls,and called aucJrauhoch. It waa rated at double the 

1 28 value ot the wh.iie,called wampum111h1ch waa de from the stem -

Nl. 
Sl5 
560 
697 
46-48 

(L1ttor1Dae) J hence the shell heaps the 

Indiana have lett along the ahor ot Cape y contain mo tly 

the white part ot clam ahella,brok 1n small pieces to secure 

th blaok and valuabl portions. A•14• fl-om the color ot the 
'IE 

,ramp~ , 1t was cr1t1c1.aed by th natiens u to its form and 

t1n1ilh1 and the usag sot aboriginal commel'c required that the 

beada ahou].d b uniform 1n 1ze and ahape,a:nd bor d 1n the 

center. To test sewan,t,the Indiana drew the strings ot beada 

deftl7 acl'oss their nosesJ it they found them smootb.-tun1torm, 

and well truns, thq passed _ at par1 ti. wora or impertect 

re d1 counted or rejected. The aewan was uaed not onl7 a• 

currency,but aa 3 1ry and material tor ornamentation.• 

Govel"DOr Johan Prints .-rived at Chr1at1na Febrwu-y 15• 

164:51 with the shipa,•P • (Pae or Renown) and •svanen•(stork) 

Prints did not remain long at Chr1at1n but soon went to fl.Jii• 

cum abov where Oh ater no~ tanda. The R v. John Campaniua 

waa a member ot th1• pa:r'7. Between M7 m d December ot this 

,.ear one officer,ti • a~ldiera,three t'reemen,and ten of the 

company ta ••~ ta died. Rev• 'forkUl1111 died the seventh dq 

ot September,at the age of th1rt7 eight yeara,ad ,ru buried 
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Sub tt b J. rton C yney, 

Dt y 15,1936. 
NEW ARRIVALS FROM SWEDEN. 
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torches and candlea bul"ned all night. About the .f1rea1d • · 

were related. th• nna t'rom home, Nporta ot Swedish v1otor1ea 

on tielda ot battle and meaaagea tram .tr1enda 1n the home• 

land "" told to the fam111ea ot the aettlera • Suoh nen 

fell on er ears. 1!le next morning Cc:anmander Ridder tul'ne4 -over the admln1etrat1on to Go ernor Prints. 

RE CESa Sweclieh ••ttl enta on the Delaw&I"e, 1638-!-1644 
A:manclua Johnaon, Ph.D. (2 Tola. pp.301, vo1.1 
pp.483. 
Un1 erait7 ot Pennaylvan1a.Ph1la4elph1a,Pa. 1911. 



V 

(9'73 
d . 

,9bapter VI• F1ll1ne; 1n 

an 11, 

Ene;land. 

in :c-odh ad' econd 
d 1ske, ____ ;..,;;;;;;: .... ~---::....;;..:::;.::=::=.;..::.s-=-• See 1 o Rob :c-ts, 

Chapter VII . Sev ntury Colon! 1 Life 

that 
goo 

1708 

n , 

The entir vol e by ertenb ker, Th Fir t America , is devot d 
to th subj ct tt r of this ha.pt r, nd cov rs many asp cts ot 
colonial culture or hioh e is not sp ce in this book. o t att r 
o~ thi kind is only to b toun attered through gener l work 



is 
of 

C 

-2- 1bl1o phy fr 
pock t 

p • Th follo ing 
t important fr the 

tt r suit d to th 
I 

Colonies· 

The in rr lat1on oft 



-3-

Chapter IX. 

rd tovementJ The 

fr 

t. 'l'urn r, "The Old et," in 
Hock tt, e tern Influ no a on 

~\ 

ro hot Lie 1 • arringto nd. 

C lley. 



- Bibliography from 
poek t 



1: 

2: 

• 

Jo r 
I 

C 

y 

Corr ction for r l Outl • 

lo 1c 

atur 1 etti 

n In 

D 1. 
nt . 

Journ 1 of 
re 1 9. 

n re olo 

0 i t ( tc. in co . ) 

• . 

nd 

4 . 

D V 11 r, Lo, Jr. h ------,.------....-,,...,...;-..-~--_..;...;_;,.~=.;:.~....;;;~ 
in Dela are, 1638-1682. 
niversit of Delaware n p rtial f,lfillment of 

quire ents for degree of Master of Arts. 1935. 
rahed p es. 

re
mimeo-

• 



.,. 
-1 _'7. 

orr ct o 

5: (cot.) 

C 

1 

1 

v. 
p , 

• • 
02 • 

• i1iu. 

br c t 

1bl1o 

f'or 

ph 

r 1 tlin. 

r cul re, l 

of riculture, 
• illu. 

? 

try, Co rce, 

P pr xx. 
3 P• 

u of 

2. 

h 

• 

La or. 

, 

• 



t 

p 

-38. 

rd, rr • 
4: 735-7 8. 

'7: 

iblio ra y 

C rr ction for F der 

onal 

li i on. 

3 . 

Ou line. 

1 

1 re in . 

ch, 



V.T. 
<1-18-38 .. 

7: ( 

• . 

9: 

r • 
C:, 

Bi lio r 

orr t on 

y 

eral 

• 

tlin. 

• 
1: 28-

York:, 
b • t -Pin erie 

• 

Office l 



p 9. 

P. 1: 

P. 6: 

1 8 
,. t 

on r, 111 
Colle ) • -

'Uni rs1t 

( 

1 

Corre t o 

ent. 

I , 

\ 

/ 

• 1, 

-

' ' 

dress t t 
,. , ov er 1 ; 

s • 
01 . 

l' 

e. ·kn s a. z1 e. 
1 t , J n. l 77 h 

s {o D 1 
e r , 



Margaret Morgan. 



ITALICS 

Italicize titles of books, magazines, newspapers, pictures, statues, 
plays, operas, symphonies, vessels, atrcraft. Use forms, the Decline 
and Fall of the Roamn Empire( not The Decline}; the New York Times; 
the Forum, etc. Personified abstractions are to be captialized, for 
example: The figures of Agriculture and In4ustry stand at the extreme 
right of the panel Fruits of Civilization. 

QUOTATIONS 

For typographical reasons quotation marks are placed thus: 

"I thank you. 11 - not "I thank you". 
She asked, "Why? 11 - not "Why"? 

But - Is it true that "all men are created free and equal"? 
mtc'EPTION - Colons and semicolons go outside of quotes. 

Quote titles of subdivisions (e.g. parts or chapters) of publications: 
titles of lectures, sermons, articles, toasts, mottoes, etc. for ex: 

The subject of the lecture was "Japan - Its Past, Present, and Future." 

CAPITALIZATION 

United States; the Nation; the Republic; the Union; National Govern
ment, the Government;~ governmental 

the Capitol(at Washington); the capitol (~tate); Capital; Capital City; 
National Capital 

President of the United States, the President, the Executive; President 
of the Erie Railroad, the president 

Supreme Court of the United States; the Court; District Court and all 
others, the court; 

United States Army, the Army; United States Navy, the Navy. 

United States Marine Corps, the corps; United States Naval Academy, 
the Academy 

United States Treasury, the Treasury; Treasury Building, the buildgin 

Senators (U.S.), senators (state); Democratic Party, the party; Star
Spangled Banner, the United States flag. 

Fedeml. Reserve System, the System; Patent Office, the Office; Diplomatic 
Service, the Service; Farm Loan Board, the Board; Bureau of Mines, the 
Bureau. 

Smithsonian Institution, the Institution; Carnegie Institution, the inst. 

Library of Congress, the Library; New York Public Library, the librav 

Washington Monument, the Monument. Bunker Hill Monument, the monument. 

League of Nations, the League, Business Men's League, the league 



Negro, Jew - but gentile 

Spell out numerals if at beginning of sentence. Spell out "twenty
fir st birthday," and "twentieth century"; "Forty-Second Street" in 
running text,~ 42d St. in tabulations and condensations. 

Spell out isolated enumerations less than 10; the Thirteen Colonies, 
not 13; the late nineties or l890's, - ~ late 90 1 s. 

Four or more digets should be set off by connnas, except years. 

Use numerals to express quantities and measurements as:10 a.m.; 
Do not abbreviate names of foreigh countries; days of the week; and 
"Fort," "Mount," "Point" Port, when part of a place name. 

N. for north 
s. for south 
E . for east 
W. for west 

( 
~ but not for 
( 
( 

northern or northerly 
southern or southerly 
east or eesterly 
west of westerly 

EXCEPTIONS• In introductory essays do not use abgreviations. 

able-bodied 
above-mentioned 
air-minded 
anti-imperial 
ball-like 
bull's-eye 
city-State 
drought-stricken 
ex-governor 
head-on 
high-minded 
hold-up 
ill-advised 
man-of-•ar 
ninety-seven 
north-northeast 
one-half interest 
President-elect 
pre-war 
secretary-treasurer 
self-defense 
T-shaped 
un-American 
wind-blown 
whole-souled 
X-rqa: 

airship 
antedate 
antislavery 
backlands 
brickmaker 
bylaw 
bypass 
byproduct 
childlike 
cooperate 
fireproof 
f orasmuch 
insorar 
nevertheless 
nowadays 
penholder 
praiseworthy 
preexist 
reenact 
roundabout 
semiofficial 
tricolor 
terracework 
~ 
twentyfold 
windstoril 

air navigation 
back stretch 
bed timber 
Cormnander in Chief 
foot mark 
foreigh speaking 
1:e avy laden 
major gmeral 
none the less 
one half-(but one-Half 
interest) 
post trader 
rock maft 
salmon red 
second in command 
third rate 
top side 
two thirds (but two
thirds majority) 
Vice President (but 
vice-presidency) 
under way 
under side 
Under Secretary (but 
under-secretaryshipt 
well deserving 

Use hyphen to avoid doubling a vowel. - or trtpting a consonant; 



Guide to 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

I• oomp111ng a Stat• blbllographJ' it 1• important that pub-

11cat1ona ahould be aocuratel7 an4 oonaiat ntl7 llated. A Stat• 

b1bl1ograp!Q' Will 1nclu4• referenoea to pub11cat1ona 1b1o.b can be re

oommemted tor oollatenl rea41ng. !hia will not nee aaaril7 include 

all rt renoea to publication• wh1oh ha be n cited•• a0\19Ce •tr

ial 1JI the preparation of manuaoripta. 

'OBB OP BRISD 

It ia poaaible that a 1upplementa17 vol'Qlljl ot nat1onaLb1bl1• 

ograim7 Will be pub11ahet. State D1reotora, therefore, will Na l'ft 

all llata ot publlu.tiona. both•• app•ndSna of State volume• and 

tor th tuture reterenoe ot the Waah1ngton ott1 oe. It S.1 a4v1 aable 

tor tate Direotora to 1n41oate the relative importance ot publtca

tiona •• tollon 1 

.,.. houl4 be 1nolu4ed 1n AMr1 can Guide. 

ff lhoul.4 be appen4ed to State 0111119. 

• lhoulcl be 1nolud.ed. 1n a tutu national 
b1bl1ograp!Q'. 

(!hi national b1bl1ograph.J" will be a11-1nolua1ve. 

'l'he bibllognplq of the rioan Gu14• will include a aelect1on ot 1t•a 

flaoa tat• volumea.) 

UBB OP PILB IUJIBER§ AID TOPICAL BEADINGS 

Publlu.tiona llhould be 111ted in alphabetical order \ind.er tiling 

and top1oal heaclinga u g1ffn in Inatruotion #1. For examples 

S-100 Gene£tl Ptf,r1pt1on 

S-110 0 Osr,phJ; 

8-160 • turfl Re1ouro a 

an4 ao tonh 
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Gift author•• names tirat hi• or her aU1'D&llle, thn bia or her 

given name or name• (a• printed on t1tl P-a•). Gin full title or book, 

place ot publloat1on, name ot publ11her, J'8&r ot publ1cat1on, number ot 

pagea, number ot volum.ea (it re than one). Illustration•, tables, 

diagrm, oh&rta, pa, and ao forth ahould. be reported. It no publiah

ing dat ia giTa., put •n.4.• Uthe book 1• cited•• 1ource mate:rial, 

indentlty the edition ua d. It tM book 1• 11ated tor collateral rea41ng, 

g1.,,. the ,ear ot ~ lateat edition. !he following example 1nd1cat8' the 

general form to be uaed& 

4tff CIUlette, Halbert Ponn. Ka.rthwok and It1 CoatJ a 
Handbook ot Earth Bxcaw.ticm. Cbioago, Gillette Publish
ing CompaD7, 1911. 11M p. I 'Y. 1llua., tablea, diagra, 
Obarta. 

Br1~ annotation• en book• &l'8 d.eairable, eapeciall7 in ca••• 

wi.re a book'• t1tl• g1na little or no 14ea ot 1ta oontenta. For es. 

ampler 

H Ball, -.rgaret Bunter. !he Ai-1atoorat1o Journe7. Jin 
York, London, o. P. Putnam• Sona, 1911. '°O p. Outapoken 
letten ot Mra. Baa11 Ball writt during a tourt en"'!"DIODth 
aojOUJ'D 1n America, 181'7-18. 

Por llagu1p.• .A£t1cl••• 

OS.ff author'• DAM ln tull., t1Ue ot article, mme ot mag-

uine, volume, page, month, and 7ear. Por 8UIIP1•• 

"'Butler <>Tid.. Oonaenation of Wil4 Life. American Jlag
u1ne. "11 aM-18. Sept. 1918. 

Por •mpfP!Ut 

01ft ti. - inf'ormation u in oonneot1on with maguine 

artiolea, a4d1ng 4a7 of JDODth. 

For- Go'Ye£DM4t Publ1oat1ou 
Gin department, bu.Nau, nam. and nUlllber ot aeries, title, 

author, where Jftlbllahed, 4ate, and muaber ot pag••• For •zemplec 

...., u.s.8epartaent ot Intertor, Bveau ot Mine• Bull.,. 
Gran4 0an7C)ll, bJ' Willia p. Blake. ah1ngton, t,. c. , GOT• 
fflaent Prtnt1ng ottioe. 1911. ,a p. 
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S nd cate ~ails in Cleveland". 

• 
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~Vi-::--::--::-Every Evening, WilM n ton, Delaware January 22, 1907, st Rather Fn

sat factory Conditions of State Finances". 

-:HH·--::•*Every Evening, Vi/ilm ngton, Delaware, Janu&ry 28, 1907, ~L 06 r reat 

1 ear in Local hp Yards ". 

-:HH<-;Hl-Every Eveninr;, ,'ilmington, Delaware ··ar h 14, 1°07, "Stock l' arket 

in Turmoil. 

~:--::-:HH~Every Evening, \lilmington, Delaware, ·arch 19, 1907, "Prices Cr m,ble 

n Stock nrl:et". 

:: :· :: :: :0Every Evening, filmington, Delaware,_ ~~arch 28, 1907, "rorbin ~ankln 

Comrany Fa, "• ,... 

-::-~.-:t--:c-:~Every Evening, \ 'ilmington, Delaware 

Banks r:lose''. 

pril 10, 1807, "fh ladel hia 

~.:--:.-.. -:-::-Every vening, '!ilminr;ton, Delaware Jui 6, lv07, 11nocke.feller n 

r.o rt r•, 11 Reports o.f R. r.. Du n and Con an 11 , and »Send Them to Prison"' 

b Hilliam Jennings Bryo 

~H:-:H.--:cEvery Evening, Wilmington, .Uelaware., Jul., 9, 1no7, "Strike t ~ald t 

A ainst Cut n Wa es". 

:::: :' ::;: Every Evening, Hilminfton, Delaware Jul 20, C::07, ft Pn k I< n 11 ri=> " • " •:H· -: -· -:·Every Eveninf, \,ilfir ton, Delaware ,J ly 2r. , 1007, It/ .... to Co d'tinns" . 

-~-·~. -. -~ Every Eveninp, fil:r1ington , Delaware, J1,11y 26, 1. 07, "Heav,:r Shirments 

nf Iron Ore- 11 • 

:: :: :: :rnEvery Evenint;, Wilmington, Delaware, ... ul 30 , lS07, "Powder frust ___. 

Called to Court" • 

.,:--::-;:--::-;:-Every Evening, :11111in ton, Delaware Au u t 3, 1.07, "R.r. unn & Co.~ • 
/ 

-::-- ---::-,:-Every .l:!.vening, ,iilminrton, Delaware Aue·u st 8, 1907, '' Pr ces of 

Stocks Cr1.· linr Aw y". 

-:H:--:H:--::-Every Evening, \film nrton, Delavrnre, Au, ... s ... 10, 1~07, 11 sorderl v 

....,r akin Stocksn, lso R. G. Dunnand Company's 1 •ero-rts". 

-::-· .;H:-;:-Every Eveninrr, V'il111ington, Delaw 
re. A 1~ ~t nn, 1C07, nThe Iron nnd 
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Steel Situation". 

-::----~·-::-Every Evening, WilMinc:ton, Delawcre Au ust 3], 1907, "R.G.Dunn" r::o. 11 • 

:: :: :: :: :· Evening Journal, Wilning:ton, Delaware. October 24, 1\129, "BlllHms 

~ade in Near Pan c TrLdin '. 

-::--"--::--::-%Eveninr Journal, lilrr.inrton, 1.,elaware Octcber 28, 1929, 11 r.11.e k r'ar

ket After heav·" L0s~cs" • 

.;:- ... -~.H 0•:}Evenin Journal, :11minrton, Delaware. October 29, 1929, 'Re idents 

of State Hit as Stock Prices Crar~". 

~:--·-:: .-:.~Evenine: ,Tournal, iil ington, elaware October 31, 19'39, "Le cal 

Traders Cheerf,, 1 ·;· th ~tock lpturn"# Also" ·, sh nrton Items" 

::::.:::::Eveninr; Journal, 1ilrn.ington, Delaware. Uovcmber 7, 1929, 1Stnck ua•n 

After La:rly ·ccesslon11 • 

-:~-::--:}•::-~•Evenin Journal, ''ilminfton, Delaware_. November 11, 1929, ''E:c.vlnfs 

Less in !anks· Due to Spcc1lation". 

:::::· ::::Evenine; Journal, \"ilmington, Delavmre• . over.1ber 15, 1929, 11 Er-t'r)loyr10nt 

Conditions in rot,..,te ,onl"? .Also, W.R. Tearst 1 s ~etter to re<:iident Foove1~:1 • 

:·- .. :,tvcnlne Journal, \ ilMinr.ton, .uelaware,. l ovr1cber 18, L 28, 11 Clnae Doors 

of Tr st CoMnan~ at Bewpnrt". 

-:~•H"-lH:-Eveninr: Journal, V!il,'1ineton, .!.)elaware December 24, 1929, 11 /!'il 1 OpC'r

ation ... have Been Sharply Qur.tad.led \;i th Man. Plants Idle". 

-:H -.:--.:--::-.c.venlnf Journal, \lilmineton, l.lelaware, Januar? 2, 1932, 11 ~e o ~ 'I-hanks 

All Ror City Relief". 

-~-::-.;:--::..;~Eveninr; Jiurnal, 'il:rrdn.::;ton, .L.Jelaware, ,To.nuary 4, 1032, 11 1 '700 Workers 

:ow on C ty nelief ::Pa~rolls 11 • 

::--::-•1HH:•Evenin[. ,Journal, Vwilwinrton, Delavare, Tarr ary 5, 1932, 11·:ork for GOO 

'0r1en A otr. .. or's Relief". -~ 

:::: :r:: ::Evenin Journal, filr1incton, Deln.•mre Jani ary 11, 1932, "Peoples' 

nk at L urel Close". 
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1:--:E:--::--::-Even nr ,Journal, lilmington, Delaware, elY''"'a·•.,. 1. 
., 

As ·s Gonrrress to Pro id0 Jderal Aid or foe .., 1 • 

()'7 2 f v I • F. of L. 

-l:- •• : -l,Evenine:; Journal-Ever: :E.venini::, 1 1 -tn ton, Delaware, 'arc 6, 193-z, 

resld nt pe d9 Rijlief", hlso, Prer · 1n t Orders gan·R Closed 4 Das". 

-::- •. -::-E, n nr ,Journal-Every Evening, ilm nc-ton, ....,elawar , ·· __ nrch 8, 133,J, 

Plan to :Expand P. s. C eonc 11 • 

-:,,;.-:.--:l-•:tEren n£" Journal-Every Lveninr,, :11min[ton, Uelaware, arch \'1, 1933, 

Tioosevel t A ks Onenin of o nd ank. 11 , "Aqks All Gold ~e .LJeposi ted" 

~~-::-"-::-·:- ,ven· nr: ,-ro rnal-Every Eveninf, film nrton, Del::mare,. ·arc 14, 1933., 

'' ank Hol da i ,~tn~to ~nds, 16 B,ncs eo en". 

-::-~H•-.;•.;i- veninp Journal- Every Evening, Ii 1 irn:ton, Delaware, ,arch 16, 1933, 

~l)nJ:r 4 Inrt tut·nns in ..Jelf.uarP A\;q t ..i:em ts to ComITien'(le .t<ull Oneratlons;' • 

.;H:-"-.;:-:,Evenin ,Journal-Every Evenine;, lilmington, Delawflre., varch 17, 1J33. 

"Dead L ne on All r.o d 1 oarders Lxpires Today • 

:,:: :: :;.;::r, eninf Journal-Every Evenin , \lil1 in t.on, .1,./elaware, J n ar,· 9, 1934, 

4 000 , :orkers of C''JA I-a~ roll '. 

-:~:H:~:--:,Eveninr .Journal-Every Eveninc, Wilmington, Delaware Jamar .. 11, 1034, 

t ~igres t Job of Conrress vaml .ue .t1'inding Cash • 

:::~:::::!-Even__~ng Journal-Every Evening, lilm ngton, Delaware ,January 12, 1934, 

' d l For-d v "''S ... ros ects }'or Trade Are Good; ...,eliMre 'T'J A iill Aid Em-

Plo," en - 11 • 

-:HH~-:H~Eveninf Journal- Every Evenin , Hilriington, .1,./ela !'lare1 an r.- 13, 1934, 

"nne o..,-od in Ci t,r \ 'ill Be Check~d Over; ... resent umber is G i. ven as 21,000 

:: :H: :: :vEven nc Journal- ·ery Evening, 1il in[_" ton, ~elm re, January 16, 1934, 

"School r'irl and '":oys Alhded B nelief oard--18,000 Provided Uith School 

Clothes I> r nr Y ar" '-' . 
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History: \ ilmington 

Sources 

List of Papers, Bills, Letters, and Odds-and Ends in box belonging to 
Francis J. R3 ey 1 309 West Street, Wilmington, Delaware, March 29, 1940 

Copy of WILMINGTON DELAWARE WEEKLY REPUBLICAN, Thursday morning, 
October 15th, 1874. 

Copy of THE hORNING HERALD, Wilmington, Saturday, September 30, 1876. 

Copy of the WILMINGTON DAILY conLRCIAL, Monday, October 12, 1872. 

Copy of SPIRITUALIST AT WORK, July 3rd., 1875. 

Copy of THE NE1i YORK TABLET, January 18, 1890 (Catholic Paper) 

Part of Frank Leslie's BOYS' AND GIRLS' ~EKLY, about 1876. 

Handbills of V~s. Elizabeth E. L. Forbes, M.D. 

Circular James N. Clemmer' s Singing School, 605 Market Street, Wil
mington Delaware. No date given; probably in 1870 1s. 

Advertisement of Hat Machinery. No date given. 

Express Company Envelope to s. D. Forbes, Wilmington. 
seals on back, July 15, 1874. 

Three (3) 

Letter - Calvin Forbes to his mother - A. D. B. of s. D. Forbes• 
COMMON SENSE WHEEL. 

Letter of M. M. Child and Company. Real Estate Brokers on their 
letterhead. 

s. D. Forbes receipt for ~100.00 from Samuel w~rshall. 

Protest of note, John w. Moore for ~86.00. 

Bill of E. Griffiths - Coal & Feed Dealer, October 1, 1872. 

Billheads - Forbes and Corlis - Coach and Wheel Plant - 1862. 

Hobbs and Corlis Billheads - Wheels• 

Baltimore order for wheels on Forbes and Corlis. 

Letter of E. J. Morris to Forbes. 
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History: Wilmington 

Sources 

LIST OF BILLS, LETTERS, ETC. belonging to J. Riley Cont'd 
" 

Summons on s. D. Forbes by Georges. Hagany, Justice -of-the-Peace, 
August 2nd., 1875. 

Receipt of Belloh and Company to s. D. Forbes , settlement of account. 

Receipted bill - Forbes by w. w. Cooper, Harness, 108 N~dison Street, 
October 1st., 1904. 

Forbes Dr. to Poynter and Moreland, June 30, 1868. 

Receipt by John c. Harlmess for subscription Harlmess 1 Magazine to 
E. Lloyd, June 13, 1874. 

Price List, 1876, LADIES' DRESS REFORM CO~il/iITTEE, New York City. 

Receipt by Fidelity Insurance Trust Saving Deposit Company to 
Samuel D. Forbes, October 4, 1882. 

Business Card, P. D. Schmidt and Co., Carriages - Washington. 

Business Card, George E. Matthews - roofers - Philadelphia, Pa. 
and James Company 

Letter of Watson Carlisle,/Avondale to s. D. Forbes, October 11, 1875. 

Letter about buggy from Baltimore to Forbes. 

Letter from Susie A. Foster, Flint, Michigan, October 12, 1882 to 
Mrs. Hartman. 

Joseph Eastburn - 9th month, 1882 - Notice 

Letter from T. T. Brown to Mrs. Hartman 

Poem - Clipped from newspaper (No title) 

Letter in lead pencil from Charles Sumner's Institute - November 29, 
1869. 

Manuscript - lead pencil - articles by doctor. 

Four (4) large house keys. 

One (1) spoon. 

One (1) package hair dye. 

~, 0 



W.H. Conner 
Nov. 7, 1938 

Extracts from - The America of 
1750. Peter Kalm's Travels 
In North America. The English 
Version of 1770 Revised from 
the original Swedish and edited by 
Adolph B. Benson. Vol. 1. 1937. 

Pages 79,80,218,219,220,221. -
Cities and Towns - Wilmington 

October the 3rd,l750 

Journey to Wilmington, Delaware. In the morning I set out for 

Wilmington, which was formerly called Christina by the Swedes and is 

thirty English miles to the southwest of Philadelphia. Three miles 

south of this city I crossed the river Schuylkill in a ferry, beyond 

which the country appears almost a continual chain of mountains and 

valleys. The mountains have an easy slope on all sides and the valleys 

are commonly traversed by brooks with crystal water. The greater 

part of the country is covered with several kinds of deciduous trees; 

for I scarcely saw a single tree of the evergreen variety except _a 

few red cedars. The trees of the forest were tall but branchless 

below, so that it left a free view to the eye, and no underwood 

obstructed the passage between them. It would have been easy in some 

places to have gone under the branches with a carriage for a quarter 

of a mile, the trees standing at great distances from each other~ 

and the ground being very level. In some spots little glades opened 

which were either meadows, pastures or grain fields; of the latter 

some were cultivated and others not. In a few places several houses 

were built close to one another, but for the most part they were 

single. In some parts of the fields the wheat had already been 

sown, in the English manner without trenches but with shallow 

furrows pretty close together. I sometimes saw the country people 

very busy sowing their rye. Near every farmhouse was a little field 
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with corn. The inhabitants hereabouts were commonly either English

men or swedes. 

All day long I saw a continual variety of trees; walnut trees 

of different sorts which were full of nuts; chestnut trees quite 

covered with fine chestnuts; mulberries, sassafras, liquidamber, 

tulip trees and many others. ·,,~} -: r~;{-•;}·,~~t-;: ... ~~-- ,. ;~•-;}•,}-}} •;,;~*** 

October the 4th 

At some distance from Wilmington I passed a bridge over a little 

river which flows north into the Delaware. The rider here pays two

pence toll for himself and his horse. 

Towards noon I arrived at Wilmington. 

Wilmington is a little town about thirty English miles south

west of Philadelphia. It was founded in the year 1733. Part of it 

stands upon the grounds belonging to the Swedish church which annually 

receives certain rents, out of which they pay the minister's salary, 

and employ the rest for other uses. The houses are built of stone 

and look very pretty; yet they are not built close together, but 

large open places are left between them. The Quakers have a 

meetinghouse in this town. The Swedish church, which I intend to 

mention later, is half a mile east of the town. The parsonage is 

in the city. A little river called Christina-kill passes by the 

town and then empties into the Delaware. The river is said to be 

sufficiently deep so that the greatest vessel may come right up 

to the town, for at its mouth or juncture with the Delaware it is 

shallowest, and yet its depth even there when the water is lowest 

is from two to two and a half fathoms. But as you go higher its 

-1 
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depth increases to three, three and a half, and even four fathoms. 

The largest ships therefore may safely and with their full cargoes 

come to and from the town with the tide. From Wilmington you have 

a fine view of a great part of the river Delaware and the ships 

sailing on it. on both sides of the river Christina-kill, almost 

from the place where the redoubt is built to its juncture with the 

Delaware, are low meadows which yield a great quantity of hay. The 

town carries on a considerable trade, and would have been larger if 

Philadelphia and Newcastle, which are towns of a more ancient date, 

were not so near on both sides of it. 

The redoubt upon the river Christina-kill was erected this 

sunnner when it was known that the French and Spanish privateers 

intended to sail up the river and to attempt a landing. It stands, 

according to the late Rev. Mr. Tranberg, 1 on the same spot where 

the Swedes bad built theirs. It is remarkable that on working in 

the ground this summer to make this redoubt, an old Swedish silver 

coin of Queen Christina's reign, not quite so big as a ahilling, 2 

was found among some other things at the depth of a yard. Mr. Tran

berg afterwards presented me with it. On one side were the arms 

of the house of Vasa with the inscription: CHRISTINA. D. G. DE. 

RE. SVE., that is, Christina, by the grace of God, elected Queen 

of Sweden; and near this the year of our Lord 1633. On the reverse 

1 

2 

Rev. Petrus Tranberg had arrived in America, 1726, to take 
charge of the Swedish Church at Raccoon and Penn's Neck. 
He had moved to Christina, now Wilmington, Delaware, in 
1742, and died in 1748. 

The Swedish, rundstycke, indicates a copper coin a little 
smaller than our quarter. 
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were these words: MONETA NOVA REGNI SVEC., or, a new coin of the 

kingdom of Sweden. At the same time a number of old iron tools, 

such as axes, shovels, and the like, were discovered. The redoubt 

that is now erected consists of bulwarks of planks with a rampart 

on the outside. Near it is the powder magazine in a vault built 

of bricks. At the erection of this little fortification it was 

remarkable that the Quakers whose tenets reject even defensive 

war, were as busy as the other people in building it. For the fear 

of being every moment suddenly attacked by privateers conquered 

all other thoughts. Many of them scrupled to put their own hands 

to the work, but promoted it by supplies of money and by getting 

ready everything which was necessary. 

December the 11th 

This morning I made a little excursion to Penn's Neck, and 

across the Delaware to Wilmington. The country round Penn's Neck 

had the same qualities as that about other places in this part of 

New Jersey. The ground consists chiefly of sand, covered with a 

thin stratum of black soil. It is not very hilly and in most places 

is covered with open woods of hardwood trees, especially oak. Now 

and then you see a single farn, and a little cultivated field around 

it. Here and there are little marshes or swamps, and sometimes a 

sluggish brook. 

Trees. The woods of these parts consist of all sorts of trees, 

but chiefly of oak and hickory. They have certainly never been cut 

down, and have always grown without hindrance. It might therefore 

be expected that there are trees of an uncommonly great age to be 

found in them. But it happens otherwise, and ther~ are very few 
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trees three hundred years old. Most of them are only two hundred 

years and this convinced me that trees have the same quality as 

animals, and die after they have arrived at a certain age. We find 

great forests here, but when the trees in them have stood a hundred 

and fifty or a hundred and eighty years, they are either rotting 

within, or losing their crovm. Sometimes their wood becomes quite 

soft, or their roots are not longer able to draw in sufficient 

nourishment. Therefore when storms blow, the trees are broken off 

either just at the root or further up. Several trees are likewise 

torn out by their roots in the powerful winds. The storms thus cause 

great devastations in these forests. Everywhere you see trees felled 

by the winds, after they are too much weakened by one or the other 

of the above-mentioned causes. Fire, too, breaks out often in the 

woods and burns the trees half way through or more at the root, so 

that they are easily broken off by the wind. 

Windfalls. On travelling tbrou.gh these woods, I purposely tried 

to find out, by the position of the trees which had fallen down, 

which winds are the strongest hereabouts. But I could not conclude 

anything with certainty, for the trees fell on all sides and lay to

wards all the points of the compass. I therefore judged, that any 

wind which blows from that side where the roots of the tree are weak

est and shortest, and where it can make the least resistance, must 

root it up and hurl it down. In this manner the old trees die 

continually, and are succeeded by a younger generation. Those which 

are thrown down lie on the ground and putrify, sooner or later, and 

by that means increase the black soil (humus), into which the leaves 

are likewise finally changed. The leaves drop abundantly in autumn, 

are blown about by the winds for some time, but are finally heaped 

up, and lie on both sides of the trees, which have fallen dovm. It 

7 
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requires several years before a tree is entirely reduced to dust. 

When the winds tear up a tree by the roots, a quantity of loose 

soil commonly comes up with and sticks to them for a time, but at 

last it drops off and forms a little hillock, which is afterwards 

augmented by the leaves. In this way many holes and mounds are 

formed. 

Some trees are more inclined to decay than others. The 

tupelo tree (Nyssa), the tulip tree (Liriodendron ), and the sweet 

gum tree (Liquidambar), I learned became rotten in a short time. 

The hickory did not take much time, and the black oak fell to pieces 

sooner than the white oak; but this was owing to circumstances. 

If the bark remained on the wood, it was for the greatest part 

rotten and entirely eaten by worms within the space of six, eight, 

or ten years, so that nothing was to be found but a reddish brown 

dust. But if the bark was taken off, the oaks would often lie 

twenty years before they were completely rotten. The suddenness 

of a tree's growth, the large pores, and the frequent changes of 

heat .and humidity in summer, cause it to rot sooner. To this 

must be added, that all sorts of insects make holes into the trunks 

of the fallen trees, and by that means the moisture and the air 

get into the tree, which must of course forward putrefaction. Most 

of the trees here are deciduous. Many of them begin to rot while 

they are yet standing and blooming. This forms the hollow trees, 

in which many animals make their nests and have their places of 

refuge. 

The breadth of the Delaware directly opposite Wilmington is 

reckoned two and a half English miles, yet to look at it it did not 

seem to be so great. Here the depth of the river, in the middle, 

is said to be from four to six fathoms. 

7 
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December the 12th 

The joiners say that among the trees of this country they use 

chiefly the black walnut, the wild cherry, and the curled maple. 

Of the blacl{ walnut { Juglans nigra) there is yet a sufficient 

quantity, but careless people are trying to destroy it, and some 

peasants even use it as fuel. The wood of the wild cherry tree 

{Prunus Virginiana) is very good, and looks exceedingly well; 

it has a yellow color, and the older the furniture is, which is 

made of it, the better it looks. But it is already scarce, for 

people cut it everywhere without replanting. The curled maple 

(Acer rubrum) is a species of the common red maple, and likewise 

very difficult to obtain. You may cut down many trees without 

finding the wood which you want. The wood of the sweet gum tree 

(Liquidambar) is also used in joiner's work, such as tables and 

other furniture. But it must not be brought near the fire, because 

it warps. The pines and the white cedars (Cupressus thyoides) are 

likewise made use of by the joiners for different sorts of work. 

The millers said that the axle-trees of the mill wheels were 

made of white oak, end that they lasted for three or four years, 

but that pine did not keep so well. The cogs of the mill wheel 

and the pullies were made of the white walnut because it was said 

to be the hardest which could be found here. The wood of mulberry 

trees was of all others re.ckoned the most excellent for pegs and 

plugs in ships and boats. 

At night I crossed the Delaware, from Wilmington to the 

New Jersey side. 
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From the America of 1750 Peter Kalm 1 s Travels in Horth America 
The English version of 1770 Revised from the original Swedish 
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Journe~ to WiL~in 

October The 3rd 

,,., 
MateriaJ;Z 
Inc. -1 

_pelaware. In the morning I set out for 

Wil:rlington, which was formerly called cr.u~istina by the Swedes 

and is thirty English miles to the southwest of Philadelphia. Three 

miles south of this city I crossed the river Schuylkill in a 

ferry, beyond which the country appears almost a continual chain 

of mountains and valleys. The mountains have an easy slope on 

all sides and the valleys are commonly traversed by brooks with 

crystal water. The greater part of the country is covered with 

several kinds of deciduous trees; for I scarcely saw a single tree 

of the evergreen variety except a few red cedars. The trees of the 

forest were tall but brancheless below, so that it left a free 

view to the eye, and no underwood obstructed the passage between 

them. It would have been easy in some places to have gone under 

the branches with a carriage for a quarter of a mile, the trees 

standing at great distances from each other, and the ground being 

very level. In some spots little glades opened which were either 

meadows, pastures or grain fields; of the latter some were culti-

vated and others not. In a few places s veral houses were built 

close to one another, but for the most part they were single. In 

some parts of the fields the wheat had already been sown, in the 

English manner without trenches but with shallow furrows pretty 

close together. I sometimes saw the country people very busy sow

ing their rye. Near every farm house was a little field of corn. 

The inhabitants hereabouts were commonly either Englishmen or Swedes. 
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All day long I saw a continual variety of trees; walnut trees 

of different sorts which were full of nuts; chesnut trees quite 

covered with fine chestnuts; mulb~rries, sassafras, liquidamber, 

tulip trees and many others. 

Grapevines. Several species of vines grow wild hereabouts. 

They run up to the smnmits of the trees, their clusters of grapes 

and their leaves covering the stems. I even saw some young oaks 

five or six fathoms high whose tops were crowned with grape vines. 

The ground is like that so common hereabouts, which I have already 

described, viz. a clay mixed with a great quantity of sand and 

covered with a rich soil or vegetable earth. The vines were 

principally seen on trees which stand single near grain fields 

or at the borders of wooded areas where the meadows, pastures and 

fields begin, and likewise along fences, where they cling with their 

tendrils round the trees that stand there. The lower parts of the 

plant were now full of grapes that hung below the leaves, were 

almost ripe, and had a pleasant sourish taste. The country people 

gabher them in great quantities and sell them in town. They are 

eaten without further preparation, and are commonly offered to 

guests when they come to pay a visit. 

The soil does not seem to be deep in this section, for the 

upper black stratum is hardly two inches. 'fhis I had occasion to 

see, both in the places where the ground is dug up and in such 

where the water during heavy showers of rain has made cuts, which 

are pretty numerous here. The upper soil has a dark color and the 

next a pale hue like bricks. I have observed everywhere in .America 

that the depth of the upper soil does not by, far agree with the 

computation of some people, though we can almost be sure that in 
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some places it has never been stirred since the Deluge. More 

about this later. 

weeds. The Datun stramonium, or thorn apple, grows in great 

quantities near all the villages. Its height is diff~rent accord

ing to the soil ft is in. For in a rich earth it grows eight or 

ten feet high, but in a hard and poor ground it will seldom come 

up to six inches. The Datura, together with the Phytolacca, or 

.American nightshade, grows here in those places near the gardens, 

houses and roads which in Sweden are covered with nettles and 

goosefoot. These European plants are very scarce in .America. But 

the Datura and Phytolacca are the worst weeds here, nobody lrn.owing 

any particular use for them. 

Turnip fields are sometimes to be seen. 

In the middle of the highroad I perceived a dead black snake, 

which was four feet six inches long and an inch and a half in thick-
1 

ness. It belonged to the viper group. 

Late at night a great halo appeared round the moon. The people 

said that it prognosticated either a storm or rain, or both together. 

The smaller the ring is, or the nearer it comes to the moon, the soon

er this weather sets in. But this time neither of these changes 

happened, and the ring had indicated a coldness in the air. 

Chermes on the alder(Chermes alni) were today found in great 

abundance on the branches of that tree, which for that reason look

ed almost white and at a distance appeared as if it were covered with 

moul<l. 

1. Though a scientist, Kalm believed implicitly in the literal account 
of the Deluge as related in the Bible. 

l.This is apparently a mistake.Black snakes are not poisonous and 
cannot therefore belong to the vipers in the usual present sense of 
that term,although "viper" is sometimes applied loosely to any snake 
supposedly venomous. The Swedish or~ginal huggorm,implies a poison
ous reptile,though not one necessarily or even commonly fatal to man. 
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October The 4th 

Description of Country. I continued my journey early in the morning, 

and the country had the same appearance wherever I went. It was a 

continual chain of rather high hills with an easy ascent on all sides 

and of valleys between them. The soil consisted of a brick-colored 

mould, mixed with clay and a few pebbles. I rode now through woods 

of several sorts of trees and now over pieces . of land which had been 

cleared of the wood and which at present were grain fields, meadows 

and pastures. The farmhouses stood single, sometimes near the roads, 

and sometimes at a little distance from them, so that the space 

between the road the houses was taken up with small cultivated 

tracts and meadows. Some of the houses were built of stone, two 

stories high, and covered with shingles of white cedar. But most of 

them were wooden and the crevices stopped up with clay instead of 

moss, which we rrlB.ke use of for that purpose. No dampers were to be 

found in the chimneys and the people did not even know what I meant 

by them. The ovens were commonly built at some distance from the 

houses, and were either under a roof or without any covering against 

the weather. The fields bore partly buckwheat, which was cut, partly 

corn, and partly wheat, which had been but lately sown; but sometimes 

they lay fallow. The grape vines climed to the top of several trees 

and hung down on both sides. Other trees again were surrounded by the 

ivy(Hedera quinquefolia L.) which with the same flexibility ascended 

yo a great height. The Smilax laurifolia always joined with the ivy, 

and together with it twisted itself round the trees. The leaves of the 

ivy were at this time commonly reddish, but those of the vine were 

still quite green. The trees which were surrounded with ivy leaves 

looked at a distance like those which a.re covered with hops in our 

country(and on seeing the combination from afar, one might expect 
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to find wild hops climbing upon them). Valnut and chestnut trees 

were common near the fences, in woods and on hills, and at present 

were loaded with 'their fruit. The persimmon was likewise plentiful 

near the roads and in the forests. It had a great quantity of fruit, 

but it was not yet fit for eating, since the frost had not softened 

it. At some distance from Wilmington I passed a bridge over a little 

river wlhich flows north into the Delaware. The rider here pays two

pence toll for himself and his horse. 

Towards noon I arrived at Wilmington. 

Vilmington is a little town of about thirty English miles 

southwest of Philadelphia. It was founded in the year 1733. Part of 

it stands upon the grounds belonging to the Swedish Church which 

annually receives certain rents, out of which they pay the minister's 

salary, and employ the rest for other uses. The houses are built of 

stone and look very pretty; yet they are not built close together, 

but large open places are left between them. The Quakers have a meet-
i 

inghouse in this town. The Swedish church, which I intend to mention 

later, is a half a mile east of the town. The parsonage is in the 

city. A little river called Christina-kill passes by the town and then 

empties into the Delaware. The river is said to be sufficiently deep 

so that the greatest vessel may come right up to the to,m, for at 

its mouth or juncture with the Delaware it is shallowest, and yet 

its depth even there when the water is lowest is from two to two and 

a half fathoms. But as you go higher its depth increases to three, 

three and a half, and even four fathoms. The largest ships therefore 

may safely and with their full cargoes come to and f'rom the town with 

the tide. From Wilmington you have a fine view of a great part of 

the river Delaware and the ships sailing on it. on both sides of the 
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river Christina-kill, almost from the place where nhe redoubt is 

built to its juncture with the Delaware, are low meadows, which 

yield a great quantity of hay. The town carries on a considerable 

trade, and would have been larger if Philadelphia and Newcastle, 

which are towns of a more ancient date, were not so near on both 

sides of it. 

The refiou.bt upon the river Christina-kill was erected this 

summer when it was known that the French and Spanish privateers in

tended to sail up the river and to attempt a landing. It stands, 
1 

according to the late Rev. Mr. Tranberg, on the same spot where 

the Swedes had built theirs. It is remarkable that on working in 

the ground this summer to make this redoubt, an old Swedish silver 
2 

coin of Queen Christina's reign, not quite so big as a shilling, 

was found among some other things at the depth of a yard. r.rr. 

Tranberg afterwards presented me with it. On one side were the arms 

of the house of Vasa with the in~cription: CHRISTINA. D.G. DE. RE. 

SVE., that is Christina, by the grace of God, elected Queen of Sweden; 

and near this the year of our Lord 1633. On the reverse were these 

words: MONETA NOVA REGNI SVEC., or a new coin of the kingdom of 

Sweden. At the same time a number of old iron tools, such as axes, 

shovels, and the like, were discovered. The redoubt that is now 

erected consists of bulwarks of planks with a ran1part on the outside. 

Near it is the powder magazine in a vault built of bricks. At the 

erection of this little fortification it was remarkable that the 

1. Rev. Petrus Tranberg had arrived in .America, 1726, to take charge 
of the Swedish Church at Raccoon and Penn's Neck. He had moved 
to Christina, now Wilmington, Delaware, in 1742, and died in 1748. 

2. The Swedish rundstycke, indicates a copper coin a little smaller 
than our quarter. 



Quakers whose tenets reject even defensive war, were as busy as the 

other people in building it. For the fear of being every moment 

suddenly attacked by the privateers conquered all other thoughts • 

. [any of them scrupled to put their own hands to the work, but pro

moted it by supplies of money and by getting ready everything which 

was necessary. 

October The 5th 

It was my design to cross the Delaware and to get into· New Jersey 

with a view to get acquainted with the country; but as there was 

no ferry to bring my horse over I set out on my return to Phila

delphia. I went partly along the highway and partly deviated on 

one or the other side of it in order to make more exact observa

tions of the land and of its natural history. 



J. J. Donohoe 
March 10, 1940 

HILLCREST 

Regional survey 
Wilmineton Suburbs 

Billcrest (180 alt., 232 pop.) is situated east of the 

Philadelphia Turnpike, about three-quarters of a mile from the 

northeast city limits of Wilmington. Except on the northeast, where 

enny Hill Terrace and Lenderman Terrace form the boundary, illcrest 

is surrounded by Gordon Heights. With the passage of years, the 

latter, older and larger than Hillcrest, has assumed an ascendancy 

over its neighboring suburb, until no fixed line of demarcation is 

discernible between the two. 

On February 11, 1688, Lawsey Ollason was granted a patent by -
William Penn, confirming a patent granted by Francis Lovelace on -
May 16, 1670, for 

11 one hundred sixty acres and a half acre of land, 
part of the said Eight hundred twenty seven acres 
and a half acre of land, belonging to or called 
Virtridige Hook in the County of Newcastle upon 
Delaware •• u 

One of Ollason 1 s descendants, Jacob Lawson (alias Tussey) sold 

the property to John Allmond on Nov. 19, 1794. John Weldin, a grand

son of the latter, inherit_ed the tract upon the death of Barbara Reed -
( Allmond I s widow) in 1805. ·The land was farmed by members of the 

\eldin family until 1902. Between this year and 1904, Sue MacNair, --
by virtue of several conveyances from the eldin heirs, acquired the 

plot. 

The development of Hillcrest as a residential community dates 

from 1905. In that year, Sue and Earnest MacNalr, operating as the 

Suburban Land Company, had the piot surveyed and sub-divided. In 1909, 

the Hillcrest Realty Company, controlled by the MacNairs, succeeded 

the Suburban Land Company. In the ensuing years, the community has 

developed naturally, eschewing spectacular expansion for a gradual, 

logical growth. 
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There are 58 individual living units in Hillcrest. Each of 

these is housed in a single-fa.~ily, detached dwelling, set on 

spacious lots, at the rear of which the private garages are placed. 

Living quarters are commodious; 38 of the houses have two or two-and

one-half-stories and contain from seven to ten rooms. Wood is the 

favored building material, and this type of construction is employed 

in 60 percent of the houses. No oarticular mode of architecture 

dominates., but most of the dwellings follow the 11 square-olan," in 

which ease of construction rather than style or functional design is 

the determining factor. The houses are kept in good repair; lawns 

and hedges are carefully groomed. There has been little recent con

struction in Hillcrest, and since there are only a few vacant lots, 

none is anticipated. 

Although the restrictions promulgated by the developers, limiting 

the use of the land in ~illcrest to private dwellings have expired, 

they served their purpose. There are no business establishments of 

any sort within the confines of the suburb. 

ater, gas, and electricity are furnished from the Wilmington 

suppiy. Sanitary sewers, installed by the Levy Court of ew Castle 

County, take care of waste disposal. Well-placed, easily legible 

street markers, and adequate lighting are provided at all intersections. 

In accordance with the rules of the '1 iimington ostoffice, from which 

door to door mail delivery is made twice daily, all residences are 

plainly numbered. 

Police protection is furnished by the uniformed forces of the 

State and County. At Lore and Blue Rock Avenues in Gordon Heights, 

the office of a State Magistrate is located. Fire protection is 

supplied by the rural volunteer fire companies, the nearest of which, 
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the Brandywine Hundred Fire Company, has its headquarters in Bellefonte. 

Strategically placed fire hydrants, having adequate pressure,are prime 

factors in minimizing the fire hazard and fire insurance rates. 

All streets in Hillcrest are hard surfaced. With the exception 

of Chestnut Avenue, which is paved with concrete, macadam is the 

material used. Chestnut, Hillcrest, and loodside Avenues have 

concrete curbing and gutters; on these streets, storm sewers are 

provided. On Lore and Sprin~hill Avenues, open roadside ditches are 

used to drain off excess surface water. In these ditches, stagnant 

pools form, providing breeding places for mosquitoes and detracting 

from the appearance of the community. The only continuous sidewalks 

are found on Springhill and ~oodside Avenues; narrow, and laid on one 

side of the street, _they are quite inadequate. Hillcrest and Lore 

Avenues are boulevard streets; stop signs are erected on intersecting 

streets. A speed limit of 25 miles per hour is enforced in the sub

urban bounds. 

The children of Hillcrest receive their elementary education in 

the ~ount Pleasant Junior High School, located in the neighboring town 

at Bellefonte. Senior high school students attend the Claymont High 

School or, by special permission of the state Board of Education, the 

Pierre s. du Pont High School in Wilnungton. 

Calvary Episcopal Church at Lore and Woodside Avenues is the 

only church in Hillcrest. It was organized in 1855 as a mission of 

the Church of the Ascension, Claymont. Until 1863, services were 

conducted in the Newark Union Church at Carrcroft. Because of many 

changes and removals, the building was abandoned and the present 

structure was erected in 1909. Most of the stone used in the 

construction was taken from the old structure. The present building 
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is a modified Gothic structure, one-story in height, with a diminutive 

belfry and stained glass memorial windows. Tn 1935, the congregation 

became a Chapel of the Cathedral Church of St . John in ilmington. 

The first full-time pastor was appointed in February, 1940. 

The absence of retail stores and business establishments in 

Hillcrest does ot seriously incommode the residents. Traclcless 

coaches, operated on a regular schedule on F.illcrest Avenue, furnish 

speedy, one-fare transportation to the shopping and business centers 

of iilmington, where those wants not supplied by the stores of Gordon 

Heights and Bellefonte , may be found. The recreational,educational 

and reiigious opportunities of the city are, likewise, made available. 

The community life of the residents is closely bound up with 

that of the residents of Gordon Heights and neighboring suburbs. 

They may be members of the Blue Rock Century Club, the Brandywine 

undred Fire Company, the church organizations of Hillcrest ethodist 

and Calvary Episcopal Churches, the Mount Pleasant Parent Teachers 

Association, or the like. The younger residents are active in the 

Blue Rock Junior Club and the Girl and Boy Scout Troops. 
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~ames B. Cheyney 
I March 29, 1940 

TE1'PERANCE 
NEMSPAPER HISTORY 

The Great White Ribbon Light That Failed 

The middle decades of the Nineteenth Century disturbed 

the mental tranquility of temperance addicts. The Methodists, 

ever on the side of the Drys, both individually and as a 

religious organization, busied themselves with the furtherance 

of the cause by circulating petitions favoring local option in 

every corner of the State. When the General Assembly met in 

1847, it was called on to witness the Reverend Vaughn Collins 

and J. H. Cooper bringing petitions with 30,000 signers to 

the capitol at Dover in wheelbarrows. The fact that the "beloved" 

lr. Collins was in the shafts of the petition-burdened barrow 

while his associate lent additional man power to the vehicle 
a 

and landed it in the legislative chambers made it/sensationally 

dramatic appeal for a curb on the liquor traffic. In those 

days, and perhaps later, no wise Delaware legislative body would 

turn its back upon the demands of the numerically potent Methodist 

Episcopal Church. 

The Seventies were also notable by reason of the super

sensational dramatic campaign inaugurated in Wilmington (1877) 

to checkmate the determination of the whiskey trade to hand out 

licenses for taverns, hotels or restaurants in Delaware, as they 

were sought by anyone who had the necessary cash and the desire 

to dispense alcoholic liquors. That campaign, which opened 

activity in Wilmington, expanded to state-wide proportions and 

won greater interest than any other reform movement in the three 

hundred years of Delaware's battles between the Wets and Drys. 

The campaign against licenses "for the asking and paying" 

was possibly necessitated by the desperation of the whiskey 
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distillers to open every possible source of income for their 

business. The_ public was restless under the domination of the 

unrestrained Wets and after an innumerable series of meetings, 

a temperance campaign on a huge scale was inaugurated in 1877 

under the leadership of George w. Wells, local preacher and exhorter, 

with forty-five adherents signing the survey for such a movement. 

Rev. J.B. Mann, one of the prominent drys of that day, declared 

in a public meeting where had assembled a score or more of 

reformers, 11 that whiskey sellers were public enemies - worse 

than thieves." The Rev. Ira Crouch, supposedly on the side of 

temperance, was invited to address the meetings but declined 

with the excuse that it had been so long since he had tasted 

liquors that he felt himself to have been disqualified to speak 

on his effects. This explanation was but a mere drop of cold 

water of the tons that had been utilized to dampen the ardor 

of the dramatic warfare on rum. 

The fact that the movement attracted the outstanding citizens 

of that period is attested by the list of officials and leaders 

assembled at the opening grand rally at the Grand Opera House. 

They included J. H. Adams (Presiding), Leader F. Riddle, Rev. 

F. B. Duval, Edward Moore, Rev. Richard B. Cook, George G. 

Lobdell, w. J. Stephenson, Rev. H. D. Davis, George c. Simpson, 

Rev. J. H. Nixon, John White, Isaac Crouch, Albert N. Sargeant, 

J. K. Babcock, Miss Margaret Chandler, Miss Elizabeth Coates, 

and Miss Anne Se ple. The latter was one of the real commanders 

in the total abstinence cause. The clergymen represented almost 

all the Protestant denominations in Wilmington, while others were 

representative industrialists of that period with some of the 

less prominent in civics or business, but foremost workers in the 

cause of temperance. 



-3- NE#SPAPER HISTORY 

The meeting sanctioned the engagement of George M. Dutcher 

as leader, organizer and chief spokesman. He had won some 

attention "Down East" as pleader - an orator indeed of unusual 

force and ability - who proclaimed that he had fought off the 

drinking habit that had almost wrecked his future. Dutcher was 

an uncanny individual reduced to a skeleton with long sorrowful 

visage, lengthened by "imperial" whiskers that reached his slim 

waist line. His quick wit and repartee brought him recognition 

as the proper leader of the Dry crusade.· 

After the first meeting, the Drys had concluded that they 

had selected a Messiah who would lead them out of the alcoholic 

morass. Indeed the announcement of the selection of Dutcher 

as leader aroused great enthusiasm such as was manifested by 

the Rev. c. M. Pegg, who with Nelson Lee, volunteered to scrub 

the filth out of Town Hall and white wash its dingy walls ready 

for the assaults on John Barleycorn. They performed the tasks 

and when Dutcher made his first appearance Monday e~ening, 

April 16, 1877, the chamber was packed and h~ was joyfully 

received. The audience soon acknowledged the choice of Dutcher 

to have been almost inspired by the Father, and the movement got 

off to a flying start. 

The response to the appeals of the speaker was immediate 

and filled the largest auditoriums and churches in the city. 

It soon became necessary to provide more room for the crowds and 

canvas tents were set up in three or four sections; in these 

services were held almost every night. The meetings were the 

talk of the citizens at every gathering and even those who had 

held liquor to be good for their happiness, united with the 

sweeping tornado of temperance. It is recalled that Moral Suasion 
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was the ba!is of most of the then active personages, but Total 

Abstinence later became the premier plank in the platform. 

The campaign gained much additional momentum through the 

organization of many citizens who were known to have loved the 

cup too well, but had had the courage and will power to rise above 

the temptation and eschew alcoholic stimulation. 

As others than habitua.l drunkards joined and led this 

element of the theatric campaign, it does not imply that all 

new disciples of the cause named here were over indulgent. 

The officers were: James Hargest, President; Isaac Starr and 

Samuel Simmons, Secretaries; Edmund B. Frazer, Secretary; Henry L. 

McIntire, Marshal; John Kennedy, Aide. The visiting committee 

included: Mrs. Hannah Chandler, Mrs. John P. Moore, Mrs. A. M. 

Beatty, David Lemon, H.B. Davis, and Henry B. McIntire. -
The first meetings at which the Reformers testified was 

reputed to have crowded to suffocation the Grand Opera House, 

according to Dr. W. T. Tulls there were 1,700 in the audience. 

Dutcher made an appeal for money to maintain the campaign and set 

the minimum amount at $500, but the large gathering turned in less 

than ;jfilOO. 

The "good work" expanded far beyond the City of Wilmington. 

The Suasionists held meetings to packed houses in the towns of 

the county and State, and where there were no temperance societies 

they organized, officered and joined the campaign. Churches 

opened their doors to the reformers who conducted meetings to 

packed pews. It was estimated that thirty or fifty percent of 

the entire population of Wilmington attended the meetings each week. 

Dutcher was riding high and fast. The temperance people 
at Eighth and Franklin Streets 

built and furnished him a home/and even prepared the first evening 
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meal. It stood for a value exceeding $5,000 and in a few weeks 

Dutcher 1 s leadership netted him upwards of $500 in cash. To 

add interest to the cause, the Temperance leaders brought John B. 

Gough, the leading orator of Temperance, to Wilmington and his 

lecture stimulated additional interest in the campaign. They 
~ 

also heard Francts I. Willard who was regarded as the heart and 

soul of the Total Abstemsion in this country. Her talk further 

powered the Delaware campaign against the demon rum. There was 

national concern among the Drys that Delaware's legislature 

would enact laws to sell liquor licenses over the counter, as a 

merchant would dispose of shoes. So the country watched the 

campaign, following every detail. Matters were moving along without 
open 

much ~~Yf-resistence and the proposed bill was not submitted to the 

Legislature. 
and was declining 

The enthusiasm of the masses had reached Its zenithjNhen 

there came rumors reflecting on Dutcher. These originated in 

Middletown and succeeded the earlier dissension that arose 

between the leaders as to the propriety of permitting dancing 

at the Fourth of July picnic in the grove of James Riddle, who 

also espoused the Dry Cause. It is recorded that dancing lost out 

over the opposition of some followers of John Wes]ey, but at 

that point the campaign seemed to have met a receding tide. 

This was further strengthened by The Reverend Isaac M. 

Halderman, who had invited the reformers to hold services in 

his church (Delaware Avenue Baptist). After some of the repenters 

had testified in the church to the effect that it only required 

will power to thwart the curse of drinking, the pastor declared 

that it was God, and not man, to whom we must look for such 

redemption from sinful habits. The congregation was amazed at 
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Indeed no previous battle against liquor was so elaborately 

staged and maintained - even though, as intimated, when the 

collection plates were passed at large meetings they crone back 

so lightly burdened as to indicate that the masses were not 

financially interested. The contributions, except from some 

of the prominent leaders and employers of labor, were almost nil. 
\ i1'1 

As the winter of l:-889- approached the Teetotlers leased 

what was known as Old Theatre, or Temple Hall, and dedicated it 

to the cause while the Moral Suasionists opened headquarters on 

Shipley Street. Holly Tree Inn was taken over by a few Dry 

citizens and utilized as a retreat or reformatory for those who 

were suffering directly or indirectly from the demon of strong 

drink. It was maintained through the munificence of Henry Mc Comb, 

Samuel Harlan, E. Tatnall Warner, and George w. Stone. Dr. 

Howard Ogle contributed his services in medically caring for the 

"guests." 

Still more impressive was the opening of the Old Foundry 

at Tenth and Orange Streets and erecting within its four walls 

one of the big canvass tents that had been utilized for gatherings 

during the summer. The effort to make it comfortable for winter 

weather was in the main confined to two huge stoves which were 

kept at fever heat day and night for many weeks. 

The Temperance Alliance held its meetings at the Y. M. C. A. 

Building, 836 Market Street, and brought to the fore in the fight 

William Y. Warner (President), Washington Jones, William Bush, 

Gregg Chandler, Charles Baird, Benjamin Johnson, Alfred Stevenson, 

J. J. McCullough, v. P. George, J. v. Lloyd, D. W. Harkness, 
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Zacharia Pickles, Edward Mc Kaig, Julius Dodd, Edward T. Taylor, 

Charles ~oore, Francis H. Hoffecker, Revs. Lafayette Marks, 

R. B. Cook, B. c. Latrobe, H. D. Davis, T. B. Eastwood, and 

Thomas Mc Corkle, John White, J. s. Wheeler, Albert P. Thatcher, -
George Simpson, John Meyers, A. Sargeant. 

The rally reached its apex in July 1877 in the meeting 

that packed the Grand Opera House and which was addressed by 

Alfred A. Townsend of Baltimore, Mrs. Annie Witmeyer of Phila

delphia, The Revs. R. B. Cook, Lafayette Marks, George Bristor, 

and J. W. Stevenson. 

The dramatic rally was seemingly effective only eight months 

and indeed caused more bickering among the Protestant Church 

leaders than any similar campaign. The first shot was fired in 

the warfare in April 1877 and the debunked leader made his exit 

with his woman companion in July 1878. But the high powered 

melodrama lost its punch by the end of the first year, but dragged 

along for another six months more amid the contentions of the 

leaders and collapsed when the spot light was turned on Dutcher. 
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the views of the host and within a week Mr. Halderman had 

announced his resignation as pastor which was later withdrawn, 

but his words directed rather unfavorable comment from 

orthodox Christians. 

After an absence of several days {which had occured fre

quently in the past) Dutcher returned "from a visit and 'mission• 

to New England" accompanied by a woman whc(he introduced as his 

assistant and who was to appear with him at meetings. She was 

given an opportunity to speak for a few minutes from the platform, 

and while she proved her ability as a dry orator, personally 

she was objectionable to the assemblage. She and Dutcher found 

the tide was against them and proposed to lecture on temperance 

and charge twenty-five cents admission, but the hall remained 

empty. 

Mrs. Dutcher at that time declared her husband had abandoned 

her and his children and in July 1878, he vanished with his 

assistant. It may be worth recording that investigation disclosed 

Dutcher to have passed those "absent periods" at the humble alley 

home of Mrs. Watson and usually he was in an advanced stage of 

intoxication. The daughters of "Wilful Widow Watson!' as she 

was referred to while in Wilmington, told the investigators that 

the mother was without a single virtue to commend her to reputable 

people. 

The departure of Dutcher brought the 1877-1878 campaign 

to a close before the meeting of the legislature, which perhaps 

was not willing to venture to be deaf to the protests of the 

best citizens and church members of Wilmington and sell licenses 

without restraint or control to all who would join the army of 

rum sellers. It was declared that during the campaign the sale 



-7- NEWSPAPER HISTORY 

of liquors dropped (:800 a week in the forty licensed hotels 

and saloons. 

Dutcher 1 s oratory appealed to the crowds and perhaps sounded 

better than it reads. He prefaced his talk with recognition of 

God rather than will power as the only way to break the bondage 

of rum. Dropping to lower levels, he declares it's better to 

be sober than drunk, and better still to let whiskey alone than 

to be a moderate drinker. 

His arguments seemed to lose much of their punch when he 

cited that if you are a temperate man you will have good clothes; 

if you are drunkard you will not ••• I am certain that whatever 

clothes I have is because I do not drink rum ••• I am glad to 

see you (the gathering) all clothed in their right minds••• 

Those quotations perhaps illustrate the'~ervo~' of the speaker. 

The meetings were not without humor. One of the early 

meetings was amusing when "Doc" Jester took the floor. He was 

a street vendor, a master fakir, but unable to withstand the 

lure of the alcoholic cup. He declared that he had imbibed 

alcohol in every State of the Union and had gone the range 

from $1.25 for a drink of brandy to 11 rot gut" two drinks for a 

nickel, but could not explain why he drank or why he got drunk. 

He had found drinking to excess was like watching a sleight-of

hand magician doing his tricks; you saw them done but didn't 

know how they were done. He supposed that getting drunk had the 

same purpose for him as it had for a buyer of lumber, who explained 

to his protesting wife that the drink made the trees twice as 

large and he ttought that he was getting a bigger bargain when tight. 

The crowd roared at the buffoonery and the managers of the meeting 

guarded the gatherings against a repitition of such ridicule. 
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·m. :a: . Forbes 
June 3, 1941 

. ilmington Fifty Years go 

EARLY SHOPPING DAYS 

A large part of the early shouping was done on lower Market 

and adjacent streets, with visits to occasional stores above Sixth. 

On !est Second Street were some of the early dry ~oods and wall 

naper stores. At the N •• corner of Tatnall Street was the grocery 

store of E. L. Rice , father of the late Jude Herbert L. Rice. On 

the s •• corner at this intersection was one of the last of those 

old taverns which in the early days were a familiar part of the 

city's life. Two of these were on fost Fourth Street , between Mar

ket and Orange Streets . Popular with the farmers when they came to 

town, they made nrovision for man and beast. In the yard of the 

tavern on lest Second Street w~s a watering trough, and many drove 

in to water their horses . At 201 West Second Street was the dry 

goods store of Eugene ·_:!!tt, father of Frederick N. ~yatt, the 

concertmeister. This section also contained some of the early wall

na er stores. hen the paperhanger would come to work in the home 

it meant , for all, a house dismantled; it was, however , of interest 

to •,atch him as he deftly put the sheet of paper on the wall vii th 

a long handled brush. 

Lower King Street was the site of many of the early millinery 

stores vhere the ladies bou0 ·ht their ha ts, trimmed with artificial 

flowers, fruit, or maybe feathers. Further up King Street near 

Third was the notion store of Ed ar B. Riley , who dealt largely in 

buttons and laces\ 1th which the rvomen's dresses were trimmed. In 
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the 300 block was Alsentzer's wine shop, with the large kegs lined -
around the room, and beari no resemblance to a saloon. Here one 

mi ht sip his wine, or carry it home for future use. 

At 302 Market Street was the shoe store of Henry Pike. That 

was the day when high boots were ~oin out of style, and our elders 

changed to a "congress gaiter, 11 a shoe with web elestic down the 

side to make for ease in getting them on and off. The younger men 

wore button or laced shoes. All the men's shoes were made of calf, 

kan aroo, or cordovan leather. The women's and children's shoes, 

as well as the men's, were of the high type, the former being made 

of vrhat was known in the trade as "brush kid, 11 a product of 3oat 

leather. The men's shoes when made of a superior leather took a 

high g loss, for which Ifason and Bixby uolish, applied with a small 

dauber, was used and stroked to a luster with a brush. The women's 

shoes were polished with a liquid, ap lied with a s.rnb on a long 

wire fat,tened in the cork. No home was without its shoe-shining 

box and its accessories. 

illiam B. ~ p's store, at the S.E. Corner of Fourth and 

.,.arket Streets, was another one where the ladies bought their dress 

oods and trimmings. Ready-made dresses had not reached today's 

status, and women enerally made their own clothes, or hired a 

dressmaker. The upper floors of this store were given over largely 

to a line of carpets and linoleums. hat was popularly knovm as 

"oil cloth" was largely used in the kitchen to cover tables and 

shelves. Harold B. Smith, who later took over the Sharp business, - . 
under the firm name of Smith-Zollin er Company, had been associated 

with the early firm for years. 
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Lany of theearly jewelry stores were in that nei hborhood, and 

the names of Ayers, Smythe, and Rudolph are recalled. In those days, 

the men's watches were thick and cumbersome, and mostly of the hunt

ing case type, wound with a key inserted under the back lid. The 

ladies watches were smaller, and generally hung on the side of the 

waist, fastened with a brooch or pin. The jewelry store of J. Clay

ton Massey at 404 King Street has been at that location for over -fifty years, and is today conducted by one of that name. About 

fifty-five years ago, a man went there supposedly to buy a ring, 

and when the clerk's attention was drawn to something else, the 

man grabbed a tray of rings and ran. A confederate outside slipped 

a bar throu~h the handle of the door, which prevented pursuit. The 

man was cau ht in a yard on Poplar Street, between Fifth and Sixth. 

Rings were strevm along the way. Some of these jewelry stores car

ried an extensive line of parlor lamps. The lamps used in the kit

chen were plain without a shade, but those for the parlor were more 

decorative. 

The J. K. Adams toy store at 504 Market Street was the mecca 

for the children, where they would revel in the assortment of toys, 

such as hobby horses, express wapons, tops of different kinds, and 

the supply of mechanical toys, which were wound with a key, as 

electricity was not available in most of the homes. ~ large tin 

top came at that time, for home use, which, when wound un by wrap

ping a cord around the upper stem, would give off a hummin~ sound. 

If candy was desired,the Simmons Brothers at No. 7 1est Fourth 

Street, in their old-fashioned store, with its small bulk windows, 

with folding shutters to draw to at night, carried a fine line of 

I 
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bar nut candies, featuring the different types of nuts. The assort

ment of chocolate-covered candies was limited, and one had to be 

satisfied with caramels, peanut brittle, sour balls, gum drops, and 

the striped candy canes. For several years at Christmas time the 

John P. Allmond grocery store, at Eighth and arket Streets , would -
lay in a supply of the old-fashioned cream chocolates, which were 

not as sickening sweet as are those of today. 

Nathan Lieberman, whose clothing store was on the N •• corner of 

Market at Fifth Street, was one of the first and most prominent Jew

ish merchants of the city. Next door on Market Street was Mrs . Ros

siter, who fell heir to this gent's furnishin~ business upon the 

death of her husband. Mrs . Rossiter was about the first and only 

one in that day who supplied custom-made shirts. The stores of 

this ty e, which are today a riot of color, were in the early years 

rather staid. The men's shirts ran lar~ely to white linen, with 

stiff bosom, and unattached barrel cuffs and separate collars, both 

carryin~ a high gloss . There were some celluloid collars worn; 

these were washable, but the danger of their catching fire prevented 

their wide use. There were some men's shirts with black or blue 

figures, but not the wide range of shades and designs found today. 

en and boys wore heavier underwear, with lon le~s and did not 

change to something lighter in weight until the weather turned warm. 

There was no thought of wearing summer wear all winter. The differ

ent weights of balbriggan and camel's hair underwear were the most 

ponular. 

There were a number of cigar stores along Market Street, each 

with its 1 Senate, 11 where weighty subjects of the day were discussed. 

I 
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On Summer evenings, the customers would take their chairs out in 

the street and rest their feet on the curbstone, there to watch 

the promenaders up and down the street. The proprietors would have 

a staff of cigar makers, their product finding a ready sale in the 

saloons, as well as over their own counters. Outside the store was 

the Indian pompey, si~nifying the business within, effigies which 

have disappeared along with many of the old-time cigar stores. An 

effort was made some time a~o to obtain one for the Historical Mu

seum in the old City Hall, but the only one traced was being used 

as a scarecrow on a farm. 

s the factory and store emnloyees worked longer hours, so did 

those in barber shops, generally until eight or nine o'clock during 

the week, and as late as midnight on Saturdays. Safety razors were 

not in evidence, not to mention the newer electric type, and those 

who were not familiar with the straight blade were dependent on 

the barber. Most of the re lar customers would have their own 

cups, some of them highly decorated, along with private brush and 

soap. The strined ole outside told of a day when the barber did 

something more than shave and cut hair. He was somewhat of a sur

geon, and cupped and leeched, as well as made switches for the 

ladies' heads, when their own hair did not conform to the prevailing 

styles. 

Because of the advance in medical science, cupping and leech

ing has about disappeare d in treatment of the ill. The su ction cups 

were applied to the weakened portion of the body to draw the blood 

to that section. The live leeches were applied to the head or body 
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to draw some of the excess blood from the afflicted parts. These 

methods are old in medical practice, and the latter was used in 

the last illness of George dashington. 

When the writer went to work in 1891, a relative took him 

to a store at Second and Market Streets, and bou!2'ht him a suit 

for 3.00, which contained a fair amount of shoddy. A few years 

later he bought a suit further uptown for ~8.00. Around 1908 he 

patronized one of the best local tailors, and was able to get a 

suit of ood cloth, and excellent workmanship for $35.00. The 

. orJd, ar (1914-1918) saw an advance in all lines of merchandise. 

The lowest price of tailored suits was around $65.00, and ready

made clothing kept pace with the tailored. At the opening of the 

present war (1939) the price of tailored clothing of the same per-

fection of cloth and maki had hardly reached the pre-war level. 

To thumb through the copies of the daily papers of that period 

and re~d the advertisements of the merchants is a partial history 

of the business methods of those days. Among the ads of the out

of-town merchants was that of John vfanamaker, offering barq:ains in 

different lines at his store in Philadelphia, known as the Grand 

Depot. Coxe and Allen, brickmakers at Front and duPont Streets, 

offer bricks in all styles, and affix their home addresses, for 

the convenience of customers, in the days when telephones were 

scarce. 

The edition of the very Eveninp of October 6, 1878, records 

the openinq of the Crosby: and Hill store at 220-222 Market Street. 

A band outside the store could be heard for some distance, and was 

partly responsible for the crowd, which extended on Market Street 

I 
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from Second to Fourth, waitin for the doors to open at 7:45. The 

paper states that the street had a holiday appearance, and the 

opening was the greatest event of its kind in 1wilmington. 



John Cunln ham 
December 28, 1939 

RCHI ALD HAl.ILTON RO 1A}i 

History 
'lllm · n ton 

Extract from Helen's Tov,er. Harold Ticolson. Pa es 131-1 5. 
:Sar court, Brace and Com-pany, He ,1 Yorl:. 1938. 

"I have already recounted the blood-stained story which had 
for centuries connected and anta onised the Hamiltons and ~he 
Blackwoods. In the years that had p e ~etween 1677 and 1862 
t1 e fortunes of the Plackwoods had marvellously prosnered, whereas 
those of the Ham'ltons had in com~ar son decl ned. It remained 
for Archibald Ham'lton, rrv reat- reat-grandfather, to twperil 
all that ras left to the Hamilton of th Clan rass 1 her ta e. 

He was not, I suonose, a verv cautious man. At "am r d__,e 
he t p ~ his .i;11tor into t e Cam and wa rn, t cated for cl: ane-inc 
the signpo"ts o the NeWJl"a 1.ret Road. He wast d not o lv his o·m 

nher-· tance h11t also a large fortune i'lh ch he der · ved from his 
maternal grandfather, iilliam Rowan. He fell under the influence 
of Hara.t Tone, joined the United Irishl"len, was betrayed by a 
Government spy of the name of Cockayne, was thro\m into Dublin 

ewgate and condemned to be hanged.. He then r.iana oJ. to bribe 
the under-gaoler, to reach h's ovrn house in Dominick Street, to 
leave tlat house a ain by the bac·c rindow, and to find a boat 
ready to ship hlrn to France. re1rard of ~2,000 was offered for 
his apprehension, but the sailors refused to betray hlm. He 
t ereafter reached Paris, had a most amicable conver at•o~ w·th 
Robespierre, and was iven apartnents in the PalGis Royal at 
the o t of the CoMit~ du Sa~it ublic. The fall of R besp errA 
nut h'm a~aJn ~ a dan~erous pos'tinn and he escancd from aris 
by ro dn• himself do11n the Seine in a Thames wherr7r-boat, which 
he had purc1ascd at t~e sale of the Due d 1 0rl~ans effects. From 
Rare he sailed to A.Mer ca and eventually reached Ph'ladelp}"lia, 
fro111 \/here he moved to ' ilM. f-on, Delaware. 

Up to this point my feelings for my rebel ancestor a e 
v1 rm indeed. lhat I re ret · s that he vms not stron enou h there
afte to conquer the pans of home-sickness or the utter boredom 
which ~ilmlngton inspired. He began to abjure his former 
revol ·onary feel~n s, tour e ~·s w'fe t0 n t·t·on thP llsh 
Govern~ent on his beh lf ana to write what I retret to say an 
o ly be described as heedl'n• letters to such former f ·end 
as Lord Clare, the Beresford and t~e Duke of ~e for. Ten 
years after is condeMnat on the sentence of outlawry was re
versed and he returned to K llyleagh under a promise of good 
behaviour. Even this prom'se he failed to keep. le was one 
of the f rst persons to iho~ Shelley addres~ed h mself during 
that memorable vis t to Du 1·n, in 1812, and he became a warm 
sup orter of Catholic emancipation and a subscriber to the 
Cathol'c ssociation. ~lis brou ht upon him an attack in Parlia
ment when he was dubbed 'an attainted traitor' bJ Sir Robert 
Peel and "a conv cted traitor" by vir. Dawson, the ember for 
Yerry. Althoueh in his sevent -fourth year, he challenged 
J r. Draws on to a duel but rf'3na · nerl sat~ sf led with an e.xplana tion. 
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He died in Leinster Street, Dublin, on November 1, 1834, "in 
charity with all mankind, and wishing Ireland and the whole 
vorld happiness and free institut ons." 

I never found among m'1 maternal relations anyone who was 
at that date willin~ to share my delight in Arch bald Ham lton 
Rowan. They had read his autobiography but did not f nd t as 
entertain· as I did myself. They objected tp the fact that 
he added the surname Rovran to the name of Hamilton, a suffix 
1hich, n the next generation, was immediately reversed. They 
regretted that he should have flirted so blatantly wlth the 
scarlet woman of Rome, 1hereas his plots a a.inst the Government 
of r. Pitt, hls consn racies w th the Paris Jocabins, filled 
them with acute distaste. And even admit that in many ways 
he was a weak, volatile and a most vainglorious roan. 

His son, Gawn Rowan Hamilton, was a more reputable figure. 
s Commodore n the Cambrian during the Greek lar of Inclepende ce 

he did much to miti ate the barbarities of that conflict and 
he exercised a moderating influence upon the Greeks and Turks 
al "ke. "He was," records Finlay, •the first ublic advocate 
of the Greek cause among Englishmen·~ an nfluential position 
and he deserves to be ranked among the greatest benefactors of 
Greece." To this day h s portrait hangs in the Greec National 
I us eum, and there is a street in A thens called after h s name. 

His eldest son, Archibald Rowan Hamilton, died at Killyleagh 
in 1860 at the early age of forty-two, leaving a widow, four 
sons and three daughters. The youngest daughter (she was a 
fortnight old at the time) was my mother. The eldest, who was 
seventeen when her father d ed, became thew fe of Lora Duffertn. 

They had known each other since her childhood, for he and 
her father were not only kinsmen but intimate friends . It was 
to her father that on coming of age he presented the Killylea h 
Gate House in return for that annual tr b e of a rose and spur. 
And after her father died he would come frequently to Killylea h, 
would advise her rnother reQ"arding the manac-e"tlent of the estate, 
and ·vould walk with her under the ba ttlernents among the nectarines 
and the heavy French pears, noting her shv dign ty and the timl 
distinction of her lovely face . 

In the autumn of 1862 they were married by Dr. Hinc}:::s (the 
celebrated Egyptologist) in the drawing-room at Killyleagh 
Castle. They then entered a barouche complete with ostilions 
and outriders and drove the twelve mlles to Clandeboye amjd the 
plaudits of the peasantry. They had each of them, for the 
purposes of the reception at Clandeboye, retained their wedding 
garments, and Lord Dufferin looked magnificent with the ribbon 
of St. Patrick across his waistcoat and the star of the same 
order glittering on his breast. On entering the gallery at 
Clandeboye a noble sight met their e es. The room was lined with 
the school ch ldren of the distr ct su tably arrayed in white . 
Flowers were strewn at the r feet as they entered and one of 
the smallest children advanced to recite an ode of welcome. 
That little girl, now Mrs . Reid of Craufordsburn Inn is, I am 
glad to say, still alive . She can reoeat frommemory the verses 
which she decla med on that occasion. 

He had prepared for his bride a boudoir in the style of 
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the French Renaissance and a dressing-room enlivened with 
copies of the more decorous among the Porn eii frescoes. 
She was nineteen years of age." 

NOTE: See Page 282 et seq. for genealogy of Hamilton family. 
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Extracts from Delaware Gazette and Watchman 

Wil ton Classical Institute repeats 
aaver sement quoted earlier. 

Young Ladies Boarding School at 
Newark, Del. 

The exercises of this institution will be resumed 

on the first of May, at which time a new and commodious 

building will have been completed for the accommodation 

of an increased number of pupils. 

The remarkable healthfulness of Newark, and its 

peculiar adaption to the purposes of education, need no 

comment. The former has become proverbial, and the un

exampled prosperity, of its flourishing college and private 

schools, sufficiently attest the latter. The subscriber 

pledges himself that neither pains nor expense shall be 

spared in sustaining the reputation of the seminary over 

which he presides, and in rendering it worthy of a con

tinuance of the liberal patronage it has heretofore 

received. 

Samuel Bell. 

Principal 

,, 
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Goodwane 1 s 
Celebrated System of 
Finished Mercantile 

Writing 

Which combines elegance, freedom and rapidity with beauty 

of execution, though industriously depreciated by ungenerous 

rivals, whose merits, it appears cannot be seen but by ex

tinguishing the light they execrate. 

Select Classical and Mathematical 
School in Newark, Del. 

The subscriber begs leave to inform his friends and 

the public generally, that he will open on the 28th inst. 

a Select Classical and Mathematical School, where the same 

courses of instruction will be pursued that were so success

fully practiced, and is (sic) highly approved of far more than 

22 years, whilst he held the Rectorship of Newark Academy. -

No pains will be spared that may conduce to the health, comfort, 

and improvement of the pupils generally, whether as boarders 

in his family, or in the village or vicinity. To preserve 

the morals of the pupils - to aid them in forming correct 

habits - to promote their advancement in literature, and to 

excite in them a zeal to excel in every useful and ornamental 

acquirement, shall occupy his time and attention, and that of 

every instructor employed in his seminary. 

Terms - Board, tuition, washing, mending, fuel and 

lights per year $140, payable in advance - day schollars, 

$20 per year, six months in advance - communications addressed 

to the Principal concerning the school will meet with prompt 

attention. 

A. K. Russel , A. M. 
Principal. 
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Private Schools 
A Card 

EducationsPrivate Schools 

Mr. J. H. Potter 
Teacher of Penmanship 

From Boston, Massachusetts, would announce to the 

citizens of Wilmington and its vicinity that encouraged by 

the patronage which has been so liberally bestowed upon 

him, he will continue to receive pupils until ·the 25th day 

of September, at Mrs. Polk's, No. 91, Shipley street. 

Night School 

At R. Belknap's School Room 

on Quaker Hill commences on Monday 

evening, Oct. 26. 

Lectures on Zoology 

by 

H. McMurtr1e, M. D. etc • 

A Card. 

Announces a course in comparative zoology, with 

exceptionally fine apparatus. 

"Many of the illustrations (of which there are several 

hundred, all transparent paintings) were executed by Signor 

Monachesi of Rome, and are 6 feet by 4. The series extends 

from~ to the Infusoria, and consists of correct and 

spirited figures in colour of the most noted Monkeys, ~uad

rupeds, Birds, Insects, Reptiles, Insects, etc., etc. Every 

thing which might prevent the attendance of the ladies has 

been sedulously avoided. 0 
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The course will consist of from 12 to 16 lectures, at 

the City Hall, Mondays, lednesdays, and Fridays at 7 P.M. -

Tickets for the entire course $1. Introductory lecture free. 



Wm. H. Forbes 
July 15, , 1940 

Cities and Towns 
Wilmington 

THE ROD~EY SQUARE NEIGHBORHOOD IN EARLY DAYS 

This locality presents a strong contrast today to what 

it did in early years. On the site of the first unit of 

the Du Pont Building, at the corner of Tenth and Market 

Streets, stood what was known as the Harkness Building, a -
man of that name conducting a private school there on the 

top floors, later on moving to Ninth and King Streets. On 

the first floor, on the corner, Philip H. Wood had a drug -
store for some years. On the southwest corner of Tenth and 

.Market Streets, where the Ford Building now stands, was the 

Salfner Build ng, where a man of that name, conducted a flour 

and feed store. On the third floor, Miss Mary Mahaffy, aunt 

of the Mahaffy boys, had a "pay school" as they were then 

termed. Before being there, she was located on the second 

floor of the Historical Building in the graveyard, now lo

cated on the Brandywine. Several generations of girls and 

boys passed through her hands. 

The Friendship engine house was located on Tenth Street, 

opposite Shipley Street, where a unit of the Du Pont Building 

now stands. On the southeast corner, on part of the Library 

site, stood what was known as the Church building, occupied 

for some time, by a Superintendent of the Maryland Division. 

On the north side of Market Street, from Tenth to Eleventh, 

was the early home of the Y-.M.C .A. in what was known as the 

Ebbltt house, an old hostelry, Chas. C. Kurtz's real estate 

office, McDaniel and Merrihew's bicycle store, with a cellar 

II ,_ 
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full of old wheels, ta.ken in exchange for new ones, Dr. 

Morela nd, the shoe dealer and one of the first chiropodists -
in the city. Just below near the corner of Eleventh Street 

were the law offices of Levi Bird ad Andrew Sanborn. The -
for.mer was a character, having swanky turnouts, with a coach-

man. Possibly at public meetings, they would ye at him, 

"Levi, pull down your vest," the result, no doubt, of some 

peculiarity of his. 

On the southwest corner of Eleventh and Market Streets 

was one of the first locations of the olds Candy Company. 

11:h.e cComb roperty took up the whole lock between Tenth and 

Eleventh Streets, from King to Market. On the southeast cor

ner of Eleventh and King Streets was the Geor~e Read Riddle 

home, with~ yard full of fruit trees. Near by on King Street 

was the Lawyers Club , forerunner of the Wilmington Club, the 

little First Baptist Church, the dental works, and further 

along, the Hilles homes. 

Crowning them all, on the site of Rodney Square, was the 

Court House, built of green stone with steps leading up to the 

bu lding, on two sides, and ramps on the other two. The ramps 

and sidewalks were favorite places for roller skating when that 

sport was the craze, as this was one of the most extensive 

cement walks in the city at that time. 

of : PA •~onnl recollAc · ons . 

II 
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Extract from Niles' Weekly Register, Oct. 7, 1815. 
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hu 

4,716 

n 00 inb b tants, · ng in th h le about 750 o sea and 

r ono . 

1 in ton 11 2 ilea et of the 1 re r ver, he e it 

a b t n 2 n 3 ilea 1n bre th. On the so th et it is bounded 

y the hr1st1na river, and n the • • by ran ywine er I epar ted 

t t s int a n 40 il 1 , n 

thro hut it 

rk ; s t 

11 . 

urs 1s 

n 25 

ne tr am and ell a ate to ater 

t 300 

ut 20 

ter; t 

t ,. 

le long , 

re ainin 

le of its cour e, known to arno nt 

the to n , i though 1 r r ter 

nd or n alf fit course as a fine tid 

0 le c nsi r le f 1 , h ch are 

r cted v ri u tor orks . Both the stre a ve 1 rg and 

val ble ranches , p ticularly the Chr sti a, into h1ch ite Cly 

and ed Clay cree s , nd their various tributar str , e pt . 

Christian - 1 n vig bl to ton ror ships dr ing 14 feet 

tr; to 

e d f t 

rt there is 9 et , and to Christin bridg , at the 

n vi at on, ine miles (by 1 n) from 1 mington, 6 reet . 

Te Br ndyw1n dmits of 8 f t ter to the ilJ , er th nav1-

at1on t n te . T n t; - r ad fr thee stern to the south rn 

t te cro se the ran n a ang ng bridge of 148 eet chord, 

t n t n , n f to the • • 

th n"r h rn an of the hr1 t1an , an c nt n e 

• rnnges th 

th r ly . A 

br c fit er s s Cr stiana n bri ge of 600 feet lon; and is 

c ntin e t ro h the enin teen the Cesa eak 

s b ilt on pile, b ys . e lat ent onod bri 

0 f n idth, to &nit ves els to th tons a ve . 

nd 

s 

ro s 

n rth 

nti n d , three stoned turnpilc s 1 ve · 1 1 .. gton n a 

st n north direct! n, n pass into enn ylvania. 

Chri tin ---- s the ne r t n 

r ed n 

o t r cticable rout to th 

direct line . 

la re 

dra f 

the 

est , 

y the 

aters f 



the Ches ac , n it the tre y ch the c n 1 lon s nc 

c nt pl t d 1 to c nnect e 1th th D la ar • 

The SJi te f t 

th tr s s n the outh 

t n of ilmin ton 1s gently lling 111, 

t from the Christian, o th north est fr m 

tho r 

to 109 

i C 

n 

ne, ands ut st f om the j ct1on of tho 

ot. n t outh et s e oft 1 11 the to 

t o str 

i 

y er ct d; on th 

si s r th riv r. 

rt at 1 th v il e of r nd in, 

h t o t s c nta1n bot 750 h us s, 

s, 

rinc al br c; 9 pl cs fr 11g ous orsh , to m h se and an 

c d , 1 ic the le rned ages are tau ht: 21 schools in 

ich t t st e re 50 sc 1 rs. 

At a edium di t nee of 2 iles fro t e centre of Jilmington a 

r e f 1 h 1 n s, co encing on the b of th Dela re st from 

t tom, ep round to th a th est point, nd pr ents any 

1, f not ele t r pacts; thr ugh this r ng the kilp t, 

t r ine, 111 ere k Christiana br ak n c· nge th 

C acter f th scenery. D fferent country re i ences, at if er nt 

levat 

t ose 

the co 

ns, fro 150 to 2 0 f t bov the t d w ter, re sc tt rd over 

lls, nd ad e ut~ tot nei borhood of the ton, hi 

n exte s v n v r1eg te vie of thos lands, 

e nt r al be the n l 1ngton, th to , the cour a and 

j net 

t ey 

Jr ey 

oce n, 

It C 

V t 

tt t 

f the riv r bf r nti ne, t flt land thro hich 

, th br e f the 1 r and the bores of e 

cl.othed it 00 , r sentin a horizon a level almost as the 

for 1 n len th. 

Th first h use in ·11 ngton as erected bo t a century sine • 

rter 1 d ted n 1739. The govern ent oft borough is -
into bur esse d couzc11 of 13 m ber. 

avin cr_bed th nd its i edi te vic1 ity, e s 11 

an ace unt of the country thin the circ it o.f a. fe les, 
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otic ng tl e 0 rov nts C e can obt in corr ct 

in tion . 

And 1rst, n t nd in, in th i d te v c1n1ty of th -
to , ore 14 lls ror r ndin r 1, of 2 air ne e C , and 

C of ufo.ct ring 500,000 b sh 1 r nnn . t 0 bl ck 1th' , 

sho . n tilt er; on c nsi , er ble t bl1 ent for ak ng 

C tt n an oollen achier . t 0 C rding chine . 16 Cop s' shop . 
' 

, , 

n abut 90 h uses f ric, stone or f'r , 40 r ich ar ithin 

the bor ugh of 11 1n ton. • E. fro 1 in ton, nd t o ile fro 

the centr of the to :m, the 11 ot cro the post road-- n this 

tre ther t 0 ills .for grlnd ng grain--Proceedin so th est , 

C t the ran 1ne; c nding it .from the 1 rov enta before 

nt ned, alf a et .ith c tton ill of 700 pindle • , 
' 

lf a rther is a p per 111 oft 0 V t , and p 0 te tc tis 

a nu f 111; n fourth 0 a 1 further s ooll n nu.factory; 

t a out lf 1 , 1 0. 1 e t bl s nt for ng 

cotton n len nc n . an at about t e s distanc ve , 
' 

cotton 111 f 1500 spin e , an C .n sh • op s t to these s , 

a r 1 1ng intend for cotton 11. dvancin st 11 up th 

stre , e rr v t 1 r cotton 111 intende for ever 1 tho sand 

s 1 1 • .,i ,, lf 1 her i 

tent es to o nta the 
•1, 1 st unoccu d, nd 

t, of driving 20,000 c tt 
q ivalent o er . 

r 
service bl 

a r e t bli bment for 1 ing 

r 11 of 40 feet 1n about 
, if 1 prove 1th 

rand- ine a 
hie 1 cap 

pin 1 s; r ther achinery. r -

n 

nu

ooll 
is 
opes 

co e 
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Si p r; n rt er n , t t t nco , i t r r 

1 e p r se; t to th s 1 st, is a 1 rg oolen cloth an -

r ct ry . till oin n t a 11 , e riv t cott n 111 of 

00 s n 1 . rist 111., barley 111 and a 11 nth est side, , 

an on t st si e o llen nuf ct ry. 

To 11 t se improve ents pr r1 te buildin for th 

cco odat1on of t omers d r en nn X , sev r 1 of the 

1n nd o tast (or st le) ndering a alk n the b p C 11 rly 

r eable to a p rson dispo ed to b ple sed th a rudely va 1 ted 

C ntry, 

intelli nc . 

s i 1n 1 rov nt under the han f ind try nd 

f 11 thee 

st orthy tt 

r , in con 

ch ealth. 

ent , t se bl n ng tot 

ith•n e 

en iture of 

s t 

l 

it , e 

top o th 11 up n 

n; s re vill s gro p 

nee of re t ex rti ns nd th x-

n 11 f u rd f 100 fe t n the or 

st road ( efor toned) er s es 

d for p nin 

ich ilm1n ton st nd . 

c n 1 to the 

been ef acted , 

thor ould h ve b n f 11 and po er ffic1ent o ve driven 50 

11 , e ch of 1 , 000 p n le , ithin the bo s of the borough. ut 

0 , 000 ould pr babl v co 1 t d t 1s or , it t 

, nor can ex ect it 111 , as t 

nt d j net on forb d it . 

1th h the r s n the randyw n 

36 at r he la , th r is p er of t r 

.A.Or e ly nn equ 

en spe 
e ean th 

int e 
een 

of th 

nub r it inf v 

r f the ran 
h 1 ea on. 

1 r v ent lo the 

lr d ent oned, i n clude 

f 11 sui' ici nt r a1n1ng 

f n t n . 

ter- rks , 
ve occurr d 

nths s 
the fore 
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nth t 1 r nd n , ne nt's nufact ry, 

11 C n n, t V 11 of 00 pin le , 

eaving 11 unoccup d of e ual p er, C nt uin 0 pr BS 

s th. st rdl, tone nd an lf 1le ngto , et 1th 

·11 er --this tr a sa and r t 11. Th ne t n 

rder, 6 il son t e pot r d, s ed Clay ere , dish r ing its 

t rs ·nto it Clay er ( ch 0 C lle f 0 t color of the 

cl y round n tl eir b nks) a br nch of Christian. dcla 1 a -
i oly tr , n thro h hilly country, b n 1 n s rin d 

r 11 n gives p er to m ny e tabli nts fr vari u 

se , v~z. '7 111 11 2 cotton 111~, , 
1 sl tt ill, l snuff' 11, an l 11 n n f ct ry.-- rr · s' -

n, a r ch of t sere , r ves ev r l sa 111 n one grit 

i 1. 

ta t n is s 11 V 1 g - ile fr m 1 ton, on t s. • 
.. t , tu te b t e n t n edcl ere k • ill cree, a 

. r nc of hlte Cl Y, t rou h th s 1 e, d dr V S on 

n on t 0 c tt n ct ries, t 0 rist mill, an oil nd 

ill. hit ucc , a po e ul str , er sing the -
po t r d 7 miles from ~ g on, nd 1thin the co ty of i e, C tle; 
n r VO r , 1 cotton .ur ctory, 1 pp r 

1 , 2 s 111 d 1 11. 

The v llage of Chr tin, 9 iles from - 1 gto, t th h d 

of et de tr of Christin river, s cce ds. his 1 an 1 p rt nt 
C a ep t for 0 p t ng at r sout, s t off rs 

t orte t 1 nd c rri b t I,' en t bay of 1 are and Ches peake, 
f 11 1 only. 1 ti ri~ r dr V S 7 lls for grind ng grain, -2 lls. 

omplet n r 1- rcle rr v t ye C stle, n the b cs 

0 t 1 re, l f ington. Th to cont in about 1000 
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tant • th 0\.( tl ric, n re the co t f rt 

cunt e • The /it of the to 1 a e f' th 

1 r , 1her t t 3 1 s bro . b the , , • 
b nd t t e n 1 n vi f'or 20 ile . Chr tian , 

a. tl n p rt nt 1 C t and r s rt t n the 

e t t 0 t n t 0 C t ly t e n th s to 

an • 1 d • 

co try ver C e a o no tr el n ur c Cit 

r und 1 gton, n r lly igh, lt Yon 1 pe pl d . t , 

exce t thee n d - it ill be ti t d ov 2d 

or .a q lit 3 11 0 d C r 1t s once en, n o e 

till 1 • o r • I d st nd tel11 enc , o ever, obl1 s 

'charlish so 1 to el to erablo er 0 r n nd s , r 

0 ec all it 1n the boro her t s te 0 an ring s ren red 

the eart re 

It 1 

11 n ton 

tile . 

e er 11 

a lt 

lie e (at le t b the inha.b t ts) that 

1tu ti n; n·d th f ct of their h ving be n 

fo nd • ithin the b r ugh, (in 1794) 152 p rsons o and ove O y ari, 

of ge , en pro bl ol lat on d1. n t e ·c d 0 0 ersons , 

see to cor obor t t 0 ni • n not d o e ·nter ting 
tter 11 be f' n t • 
·11 1 ton n 

n 1810, 
re , th pop ti . f h cll 

er 10 
·ales 
e lea 

. to 2 . 26 to 45• 5: . . 
551 603 
651 597 

1202 2 0 
en i. thi t t 

lost 

r , ar 

rsons no 
11 , hos es cunt to 2 Oyer . 



The number of ch ldren t cho l / n this to t 

r n , th e r_ l at ast (1814) ere as follo s: 168 rls , 

in fiv ch · for thats x only; 131 boys n four ch ol for 1 a; 

17 ch 1 ren n eleven scho ls for the t 0 e es; nd 3_ hildren of 

c lor non sch o -- ng total o 50 ch _dr n . 

The 1fferent rel g1 sect 1lm1n. ton liv in h ny , 

0 n th t t ey r n t C t bl t an r t e r opinions , and 

or hp i nt rely fr • All ace 1 n f dif rence is taken 

en the e byterla.n an ethodist , th • isco ali nd us.ker , 

th tist n .the C tholic , ssoci te t th r -, thout envy and 1th-

out fe r . Their place 0 , rship re a follo s· 

1--col r d 2 3 
2 
2 

or er 1 
11 1 

T t 1 

T follo in ~ ci tie for c v11 pur o e exist n 'ilmin ton: 

A libr ry C ny, b ks about e • human society .. , 

fo t c ve f rson ap r ntl e d by female 

ciety .for t r lief an f o r 0 n• , society 

f 

n 

r th di trib tion r 0 an cl th1 • three 1r an es , 1th ' 
re en no , la.dd rs , c . ; r1e c ool society for a s tin colored 

oth r oor children 1n t 

T anl in t 1 -
l C 

n 

th 
of 

ice t it1on v ries 
nan t n e t 

c tion alon . In our b 
, th pric of tut o 

of childr n school d 1n 

ir ed at n . 

nts n 1m ton ar 

110, 000 
k, 

120 , 000 
of 

t 1 un no 
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,., ell pplied ith ev ry rticle nece s ry t 

cot:1.f'ort, eth r for ign or do st1c. e ve t 0 r ets ly, d 

the r y communic tin 1th Phil del h1 n B lt re, up ly all the 

y nds. 

The prices t res nt (5th nth, ay 1815) in o r rk t ,, for 

foo , 1 about n foll • . 
p r lb. 

Flor, sup r£ n , 4 - p r C t. c nts 4 
Ind.1 n c rn, 70 75 cts. r bushel 1 1-3 

ef 8 8. 12 
e 1 6 a 8 
tton 6 8 

ork 8 a 12 
utter 15 25, ohos 12 

t toe 50 75 ct. • 

Th v r 1siness c rr e on 1n 1 in ton n t 

ran n re nd c ted y t follo in st t nt o t e1r different 

et lishn: nt: 111 1 t,, 20 h nd; coo ors, 22 hos; blac iths, 

8 h ps; ch ne ers for cotton n oollen, sho ; mill r 

( n ine · 1 active) 28 to 35 h nds; kers,, 19 star; 

t ylors , 9 mater; c renter, 6 o.; cnrr1 ge ers, 3 hops; 

heel r ghts , 3 hop; c binet er, 6 hops; r p - nrds 2; ahi -

c rent rs, 2 yards; sad 1 rs, 3 sh ps; bre eries 2; dr ists 4; 

turn r, 2 sh ps; tan ries, 6; c rr1 r, 4; kinner, l; r t n offic 

• , o k-binders, 5 hops; t nn r, 4 shop ;--copper iths, 1 shop;--

h tter, 6 h ;--bo r - y ds, 3; ott r s 2; r furn c ,, l; 

r , 4 hop ; lver-s iths 3; pump- akers l; r -rounder,l; 

uns th, 1· stoc 0 V r, l• e v r • tall -ch ndlers, 3; , , 
C 0 1 t. , th s n th princ1 1 t e t of 1-

e o , in hich th llo in rticle 

ric anu ct er to 1 t ye r, t it r kn 

rson 1 1nqu1 , nd it s re the ntity and v riety s 

r tl er inc e th di 1n1 hed, she a sure that st eve 

rticle. 
.o of t 

r o e n 

int rs o c u 11 h se - ee ly p per. 

of 

by 

, 
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An ir ns of r na r n, hov l nd to , br ss nd iron 

top • - er an 0 C e S f 11 de er· tin • lane b tts and , , 

all k nds; er ugu.r , ax n h teh t; tutania 1 les nd 

n r n la e . b X C e ::a.11 ; b 11 , br SB n ron , 

. e nd ollo re f 11 kn . s ov 1 des; , ' 
11, C n fr . 1rt an tra1nin bbin • spikes , , , 

n il, t cks 11 8 C pt ona; hitened nd brass obs 

and c ach era o.r ener lly, pl ted n lain; sh e kn ves, st r 

nd ri le bit ts, 1 te 1 in; in o 1 s of 11 kins; hite 

n ed 1 . 11thrage, pirit tur ntine; linse d oil; Spanish , 

r n and yello ochre, groun and dry; aintin bx• es and other 

brushes ner ly; trace eb ins nd other chains: hoe- ~er•s 

ca nters rules; rnss can le tiels; patent lap; tra iv and 

no bolts; 1 ss pr; dr 

curring c ; orn cob d 

ng knives; iron q ar s; fr ing an; 

et ston s; 1 p blac; ton jug; 

ps 

r ovals (cal d nshire hovels) n 1tc 1ng hov ls; 

n 1 n 1 blets; grid 1r n, r ddle nd r sting pans; e ghts 

1 . OU rs n he bells; sad irons; as n tro els , , 

nd st ve r 11 n s; 0 Americ n 1 , n ay be d in pl nty, 

t th r q a.lit n t f 1e ntly C rt ine . Although the var1 ty 

re very con 1 era le, ne rticle re eom1ng r r rd 

d ily, d 11 not lon until e can add lock of all 

n 

et 

1 

. , tt and nge nd so e oth r 1 portant articl s th t re 

nt n . in 01 1 ss is no de in 1 rge u ntit es by v rious 

rs,= ttles nd vials of A ric n nufact r e co on; .flint 

·la a of 

de in 

be ut ful lity n in con id r ble q ant ties, is 

ttsburg and bro ht to the tl ntic st t ; oils, of mint , 

fr s, orm an p nyr yal an c tor; n trous n ulphuric acid; 

all re rial prepQrnti ns; rectif e sp rits; p 1 nd ot h; 

s ron; old le f; n a a; s lt n tre; spice t ncture b ttles; 
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sugar r 1 • 1 b r lt; od • vol . pir1ts; h rt n; t t r , , 
e t c; t th ru • yring ; t t.n dra ng in tru nts, c . r , 

r C n po C n n f ct r , or to b found n our ru ists ' 

sho s . 

y t cen f 

24 , _ 9 in it nt • Th 

o se it n the 

,10 feet bro n thre 

t t n . 

The n er o 

t e cost :f th r 

fr 

10 
1811 

ch p .1 

is so 

t t t 

12, 324 , 67 
1 , 5 3 . 91 

p 

1 10, t C ty of :re tl contained 

-2- c unty r rovlde or in a 

f ton 120 fe t long , 

tor1es . in a lthy ea tiful , 

P r :for the 1st 7 year , h s av ra ed 85, 

nt nanc s 4 1 2 5 per annu; or 50 a er 

n 3 p rs ns to eac 

C 

18, 603 . 50 
28, 9 7 . 78 

. • 
e.x 

poor tax: 

11 , 468 . 92 
12, 335. 52 

. . 
rad tax: 

11 , 7 8 . 59 
16 , 318. 85 

Total 126 , 302. 74 

. "ch s t t er te of 173 ~; cents to nch ndividual in tho state; 
o ulati n t 72, 674 rson . 
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I 

or ev r 1 rs p t th r een a ro re verse n 

the ric o tabl s p rch sed n ur t • nen the ar took pl ce, 
.• t d r as nable to c ncl e th t, as 1 ge pr port1o of th 

flo r, r in, be f, rk, tt , che s, c. c. h1ch u ally 
eon xp rte , uld be reta nod in the country, t rices of all 

those rtic es ould declin, and, indeed, 

contrary, the farmers ho ve attended our 

11 ver lo. 

rkets ste dily, 

the 

ve 
nev r en ti when beef, r, veal, poultr, tt r, s, che se, 

·c. co an ed s high price. It then pear, th t the caus is to 

be lo ked or n s me circ 

notnin ape s more obvi 

tances not connected 11th th 

ly the occ sion f th s progr 

d high r.ces, than 1st, th great incre e ith1n f' 

r, nd 

ive ri e 

years f 
o inal n y (bank note); and 2dly, t1e ntro ucti n of h so -en rally into t t p rtion o untry th t 1 ve 

l"od beef ther 

obt 1, tl re ere, n t 

ats. Fr t e st cc nt th 

y r 1 14, n t e nds of 21 f 

r ter could 

rs n t 
' 1 1 ton, , 00 p, viz. 7 6 erin , 2,317 of xed 

vie 

breods, If e take into v ew all the far ers 1n a 

circle ft elve miles roun this t vm, ho attend r rnarket, it is 

a reaa n ble aupp sit~on t t there re at 1 ast 6000 shee ithin 

th t circle of count , fro hich the food of the 1 habit nt of 

lmington 1 usually dr m; and, per ps, it 111 not be unre sonable 

t s pp e, that there re t t n ber by nd those in that sp ce 10 

ye rs o. 0 , ,ooo s e P ill cons as uch foo s 1,000 oxen; 
uivalent to ore than o.lf million of ound of b . and, as fe , 

oft oae sheep have been bro ht . nto ur r t, it 1a resumed, the 
nece _ty of a s· ply or eef h s occ oned an inc ed d nd fr 
other nda of t--hence r s of th pr C in be f from ts scare ty, 

n f or, veal, tton, oultry, c. ~r the d con tion. 



t er c e 

r o la r r 

, lso, 

n 

th t propr1e...,y , b 

or en; fi t, to r ct t 

dd d--the ncreased 

b 11 n .for the 

erent man f ctorie ht p ithin 10 y rs; nd, 

econ ly, the 

fro tho ircl 

nuf ctr rs the s 1 es, 11 f h ere t b fed 

c ntry 1ch the to n e • his state 

0 t· 

nt 

11 rob bly r enc 

t nt 

o fire oo , 

n ten tur 1 

rt C 

eat advance s t 

C e fr the p rs _ve a 

h r1ces to a: n a 1 r er 

t se p ces . t n the article 

n pl ce in th last 30 ye rs , 

nee-

n 

e, or 

e ct contin d ris til coal 

chm r economy ploy dint cons 

11 e ore g n rally 

tion off el; for , 

st en· er f th inhabit nts of our t incre se end manufactures 

that req ire f 1 r intr 

end t Jq>ens o transp 

ss t n t irty 

ced, th ods oft 

tin is 1nc as d . 

rs inc , oa fir 

ne1 h orhood di 1nish 

s more re dily 

roe r t fr 75 to 200 cents r c r tan it no is t 00; 

t e necea ty o incre ecnnomy in the e of it , 

d t 

sa.1 

ntr 

re t 

cti n of co 1 r tur.f; f bich latter article tis 

t m . 

c rt n 

ant t es 

r coal 

st 

st co 

y be d n Te J r~ey n rly pos1te to the 

irg1n1a, unles SC V re thin 

c th e • s eeble hope ntert ne , rounded 

on re rt t t ec1 ens ve en discovered in var ous places 

ith n 10 to 15 les . 

it respect to t e ner 1 a.Ith of 1 ngt n nd its 

V C nity , it is e. cte to 1ntr duce 0 st t and bs rv tin 

hich, it s presumed, 111 be found int reatin , nd the rlter ould 

be gr t e th eans of nterin into comparisons 1th other 

t s of the n1ted st tes , s r rds h 1th nd lon evity .-- ne 

gen ro.1 re rk be ae re rds len th of l te in erica, on 

hich reat preju ce, r gre t rror n s1nf tion o.pp nro to 
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t t--the result, r S O t clo et specul t1on of so e 

r can yste builders: 

n Eur pean tr vell r a ni into our o ul t on, y be 

suri l ed, 'P , to f n ld r ons, comp r d 1th the 

c untr e h is ted; n 1 nc , h y be led to cone ude that 

n i 1 1 et r1 r t n the "ne orld, "r C ntly em r d from 

the ce n." ut 0 t 1 0 to f cct ho all as the ro t a 

r y ars c l r se . or if oent ry since from 

1n 175 , (b t 2 

ch such o. 

rs since} t e pul t1on o all the Briti h colonies 

in e . ca, a ount3 to but 00,000 ind v ual, hat g ra son 

could he e ect t t e ah uld no po seas o.n q 1 val..-nt pr ortion of 

ancient rsons for. llions of 1nh bita.nts tha countries in 

•uro do, hose population b en 11, n v ried 1 · ttle for two 

centuries? If carry r v e ck full 100 e rs, e all., 

Pr pa, ind t t t is no nited t tes, did not , at that 

er od, c nta n or th n 0,000 ndivi als . It 1s tr e, that a 

gre t num r of . rsons have gr t t this from forei countries 
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11, by th rul , 
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la d n of tl C r tin, in 11p t; the 

1 nli ne 1 ' n th 0 S r e Jersey ; 

itl r oint the "C n nric e by P r t 1 cc s on 

0 ul val e , cl b i 9 f rchar s , r rmhou es ., 
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TEMP RANCE 

WILMINGTON WET UNTIL 'VARTIME 

Those precautious and earnest in their desire to 

properly solve the liquor problem failed to afford the 

desired uplift and in the effort to check the 0 evil," the 

legislature provided for a local option election in 1907 

when Kent and Sussex reversed themselves and voted dry, 

while New Castle and ilmington were not in favor of yield

ing up their wet rights. 

That was the closest that had been reached in the 

successful effort to curb the liquor sales and consumption 

in the lower counties. Hotels, saloons and all drinking 

places put up their shutters, not to again reopen until 

1933, the longest dry period that Delawareans had enjoyed, 

or the reverse according to individual views. 

It may not be inferred that local option had entirely 

stopped the flow of liquors down state for the speakeasies, 

bootleggers and moonshiners distilled and surreptitiously 

sold alcoholic liquors as poss bly they have always done 

and will continue to do so long as there are thirsts to 

appease. That remains to· be seen however. 

At the same election both the county of New Castle 

and the city of Wilmington rejected the opportunity for 

drought and continued to dispense whiskey, gin and all 

other beverages over the bars. It was always claimed by 

political drys that Wilmington was saved from sliding nto 

the total abolition column by colonizing the city with non

residents and paying them to vote for the integrity of rum. 
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·111 ngton ·vet Unt 

In 1919 Ne'/ Cabtle read the dry handwrlting on the 

wa 1 and voted to close all the hotels an saloons in the 

rural section. The ·,forld ·ar had cast a dry shado·;v across 

the Un ted·States, with the entrance of the ation as parti

c pants n the efforts to make the 1orld safe for democracy. 

The states were ratifying the Zigh eenth Amendment to the 

Constitut on ·and Proh b tion sure y was just around the 

corner. 

· ilmington was experiencing a fore-taste of it when 

by proclamation the sale of liquors was banned in this city 

(b President · lson) and elsewhere n order to not nter

fere or delay the manufacture or shipment of mun· tions to 

our all es abroad. The h bition dried up all sources 

of liquor except for med cinal purnoses. Indeed the Tem

perance cause never seemed so bright and promising but 

bootlegging largely nullified the laure s that perched on 

the banner of Total Abstainers." 



Wm. H. Conner 
Nov. 17, 1938 

C 
Education 

Extract from The Delaware Gazette - May 13, 1797 

A Singing School 

The subscriber returns his unfeigned expressions of gratitude 

to the inhabitants of Wilmington and its vicinity, for the encourage

ment he has received, and hopes from his attention, to merit a 

continuance. He informs them, that he expects to commence a Hew 

Ctuarter, on Saturday, the 20th instant, at 3o'clock, P. M. at the 

former place of attendance, where all who wish to be taught, will 

have the greatest attention paid to them, in the power of their 

humble servant 

Azariah Fobes 

May 17 

FILE 
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THE :B'ES.I1IVE S,,E.JE ND HIS FE r1vr11IES 

No uescription of festiv~ occasions would be complete 

without giving a detailed account of the food or drink which 

the celebrants could and usually did consume. The Swedes, 

thour,h not extravagant, loved the loadec banquet table and 

the br mT'iinG bov1l. Their as tors, while temperate men, , ere 

connoisseurs of food and dr nk. Acrellus in his History of 

New u,eden devotes two chapters to food and bevera es. In 

refere~ce to the meals, this early Swedish epicure says: 

"The meals are cleanly, and do not consist of a reat 
variety of foo • Harr, beef, tongue, roast beef, fowls, with 
ca bage set round about, make one meal. Roast mutton or veal, 
with potatoes or turnips, iorm another. nother, still is 
for. ed by pasty of chickens, or partridges, or lamb. Beef
steak, veal-cutlets, mutton-chops, or turkey, goose or fowls, 
vith potatoes set around, with stewed rreen pease, or Tur~~sh 
beans, or some other bean~, are anothe~ 1eal . Pies of apple, 
peaches, cher~ies, or cranberries, etc ., form an her course. 

en c.heese and utter are added, one ras an ordinary n eal. 11 

At s,edish banquets, a wide assortment of beverages 

was usuall served. Their w nes, which they used as appeti

zers and with the appropr ate courses, included Frenc vines, 

Frontegnac , claret, Port a Port, ort, Fayal, sherry, and 

I adeira. ines ere also made fro the domesticated fruits, 

and .i.r-,cluded cherr.~, currant, an :;rape. Brandies and rums 

were popular and bore such names a der ro· al, mulled cider, 

rU111 brand:r, raw dram, e[\~ dram, cherry bounce, and Sampson . 

The latter concoction was \,arme cider with rum :1. it. Im

ported potions included J :naica 1m, Par ados r :rri, and spirits 

from ntigua, l11ontserra t, and :Nevis . In ues cribing festivities 

at harvest time in lew Sweden, J . Thomas Scharf n his Historv 
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of Delaware comments· 

'rhe heaviest cons 1mption (of rum) is in harvest-time, when 
the laborers rrost frequently ta ea s p, and then immedi.atel 
a r nk of water, from wh.:.,..h the body perfor11s its wcrr more 
eas"ly and perspires etter than when rye wh 4 skey or malt 
liquors are used. 11 

The above nfor'imtion is also found in Acrel us I Historv 

of JTe-i, Sweden together w th such complete accounts of the 

qual ties, ingred ents, and effects of various drinl::s that a 

bartender mi ht almost use it for a man al. Among the i~teres

ting recipes is one for the manufacture of small beer from mo

lasses which states: 

11 \,hen the water is warmed, the molasses is 01red in with 
a little malt or wheat-bran, and is well shaken together. After
wards a lay of hops and ~east is added, and then tis uut in 
a keg, where it ferments, and the next day is clear and ready 
for use. ~tis more wholesome, leasanter to the taste, and 
m lder to the stomach tban any small beer of 111alt. 11 

Despite the prevalence of alcoholic liquors, intoxication 

v,as of infrequent occurrence amonr. t e Swedes. Those who in

dul ed too freel were severely penalized for their mistakes. 

The earliest la rn which governed their conduct h a contained 

reg 1 lat:ons a·ainst drunkenness, gambli~g, and other falls from 

e.:race. Thus mandus Johnson says n b~ Swedish Settlements 

on tie Delaware in relating Samuel Blorunaert I s instruct ons t 

Peter . nuit on the occasion of the first Swedish vo~rarre in 1638. 

"In case the sailors or soldiers lost any of their property 
by unforeseen c~ ses, it shoul be restored to the~; stealin 
would be several- punished; no fiQ"hting betwe n the sailors was 
allowed and all dr1nkenness was prohibited, breskers of this 
rule beine put into irons for three days; laying ~t dice and 
other ames of cha.nee were also forb dden. 11 

J. Thomas Scharf comments rather extensively on the pe

nalties inflicted on malefactors. He says, in his History of 

of Delaware: 

11 If a man came drunk to church he was fined forty shillin s 
anct made to do public penance. The penalty for' makj ng s or·t of 
God's word or sacraments' was five ponds fine and penance. For 
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untimely singing, five shillings fine. If' one refused to sub
mit to this ~ind of discipline he was excluded from the society 
and his body could not be buried in the churchyard . *~-.;0-:H}-::-~,-1h' -l'•-::
Amons the new re ~ulat ons of ~astor Hesselius was one to nrevent 
neople fron driving across the churchyard, another forb dding 
them to sin ~ as if they were call n s their cors . People with 
harsh voices were ordered to stand mute or ' sin[. softly . 1 11 

Dancin was enjoyed by people of all a a es . The Swedes 

occasionally had friendly verbal clashes with the ~µakers about 

this form of amusement . Eric Bjorck, Swedish pastor of the late 

seventeenth century , sometimes d cussed dancing and religious 

matters with the ~uakers. Acrelius says in reference to this: 

"Sometimes he discussed their ooctrines with the '"l.uakers, 
and refuted the r ideas n regard to dancing; representing that 
a lifeless piece of wood in a viol, or other musical instrument , 
can a\,aken sounds which promote the praise and glory of God; 
that the Scrintures approve of the dance iYJ. Eccl . 3,4 ; Ps . 149 , 
3: 150,4 . 11 this vas approved and strengthened by the Bishop . " 

.ost of the Swedish customs which prevailed in the Old iorld 

were transplanted to New Sweden by the imn1- ,.,.rants. The religious 

order of service used by the colonists was a duplication of that 

used n their fatherland . Johan ·rintz, Governor of New Sweden, 

wrote i n 1644 that 11 the services with :..ts ceremonies are conducted 

as in old Sweden" in "good old Sweddish language . " mandus Johnson 

in his Swedish Settlements on the Delaware, after giving the ahove 

quotation from Printz describes Christmas in Ne_w Sweden as follows: -"If a New En land settler had visited the homesteads of the 
Swedes and .t<in ,1s at Christmas , 1654, he would have seen much that 
was new to h m. The floors of the dwell ngs were covered with 
straw, in some cases v,ith finel-v cut spruce - branches; outside of 
so~e doors was a lare e cross made out of straw ; a cross might 
also be seen on barrels and other vessels, paiYJ.ted there before 
the Christmas holidays, all for the purpose of drivin~ away the 
evils irits . The teeth of the cattle were often rubbed with 
salt and they were given extra feed on Christmas Eve; nor were 
the birds neglected , sheaves of rye or wheat being placed on 
poles for them to eat; steel was also placed in the barn and on 
the barn- door, that evil spirits should not enter . There was 
happiness everywhere . Ione preparations had been made, special 
bread had been baked, special beer had been brewed and the best 
that the house could afford was brought forth . Candles were 
lit, esneciallv two larr e ones made for Christmas Eve and the 
clothes and silver of the house (if there was any), were brour;ht 
in for the candles to sh ne on----it produced ? Ood luc<: • ..1:very
body was greeted vd th I happ,- Christmas,' and the old northern 
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custom of ~ivin~ presents was not forgotten. 1Jul-grot, 1 1 a 
k_nd of Christnas pudding' or 'Christmas-porridge,' with buttter 
and milk, was the principal course of the evening meal; the 
Jule-skoal or Christ-skoal was dr11rik and a festive, somewhat 
solemn atmosphere pervaded the whole. harly on Christmas morn
inr·, about ii ve o I clock, the settlers assembled in the church 
on ·finicum Island. listened to two services, which lasted four 
hours or loncer and then returned to their homes. The day was 
spent in quietness . The next day called the Second-Day Christ
mas was passed in going to church and visitine the neighbors . 
These visits were probably enlivened by the tellins of old 
stories and personal experiences . The stories of ghosts, of 
giants, of dwarfs a~d of evil spirits, circulated in the home 
districts of the colonists, were of course transplanted to the 
Delaware re ion and related here to the rising generation, while 
the Dutch folk-tales added to the general store . " 

I 

When the Swedes first arrived, trey did not use Christmas 

trees as Yuletide decorations for their homes . They did, however, 

ban rreens and conifer bou~hs nd burned more and larger candles 

at that 1oliday season. 

Scharf states: 

n h s Hist or~ of Delaware, ,T . Thor1as 

"'Matins were held at Christmas, ~aster and Pentecost; 
garlanded liEhts and side lights of pine wood for Christmas 
services, and bridal pa rs came to the services in the church 
with crowns and ~arlanos, their hair dressed after the old-time 
Swedish custor1. 11 

Among the festivals, none was gaver than .idsummer ' s Day --celebrated on the lon~est day of the year . Accordin to fennock 

Fuser, in his book, Ebba Borjeson, oung men in old Sweden chose 

brides on this day and too~- an i11ventory of the year I s fortunes. 

Records in Old Swedes Church mentio~ the observance of this holi

day by the S\rndish colonists but no authenttcated information as 

to the rogram of events or traditional customs of the day is 

extant. 

A pecul-arity of Swedish dining routine was that guests 

entered and left the dininn room in the same order. After the 

meal was over, each visitor shook her hand and thanked her for 

her hospitality . She in turn acknowledged their thanks in all 

cordiality. 
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In urrection of the "Long Finn" . 
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Rot ter 

"Long Finn" Insurrection. 

11 In August, 1669, eome disturbance arose on the Del m.re 

in consequence of the conduct of a Swede called "the long 
>, 

Finn', who gave himself out o.. • th aono of General Count 

oni ark, o e41t10WJ spe~ohea· EUld. tried to inoit so . 

(~ 

aol"t or rebellion. He is thought to have bad. the oountennnee, 

if not th~ aetivo up~ort, of Pr1ntz 1s aughter, Al"'tlgo.rt 
~ 

Pap egoja; He rne arrested# put 1n 1rona, tried, co vioted 

ond entenoed to be publicJ.y hi ped, branded on the foe and 

brea.s nnd sent to t D rbadooa to be sold, all of 1h1ch wo.a 

done as set .forth. " 

' Scharf, • Thomao. H1stol"'1 of Dela 'l re; 
L. • c ..... rd an Co _ n.y, 1 8 • 1,:, 8 • 

h1ladelph1a. 
2v. png 68. 
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Swedish Relations with the Indians 

It so happened that in the spring of 1638 a party of Swedes 

came sailing into Delaware Bay and on up into the Christina to the 

Rocks where they landed and claimed the territory in the name of 

their sovereign, Queen Christina of Sweden. They found themselves 

located among the peace-loving Lenapes, a tribe of Indians whose 

agricultural practices were copied by these Swedish pioneers. 

Amandus Johnson, author of Swedish Settlements on the Delaware, says 

in that work: 

nThe settlers adopted many practices from the Indians. 
Their corn, especially, often proved a valuable article for 
the sustenance of the people and they learned how to culti
vate and use it." (1) 

Traffic with the Indians was conducted on the basis of friendly barter 

with both sides finding arrangements completely satisfactory. When 

the Swedes purchased land from the Delawares (Lenapes), they gave them 

many useful articles in return such as kettles, axes, hoes, knives, 

and corn meal in addition to trinkets like mirrors, beads, and coral. 

In return for the Swedes' commodities the Indians ,quoting Johnson's 

work: 

"·supplied the settlers with large quantities of maize, 
fish and venison, but their beaver and sewant (3) trade was 
small." (2) 

Seventy-five miles from the Swedes to the north and west lived the 

fierce Minquas. Despite their dislike of the white race and warfare 

with the English these Indians maintained amicable commercial relations 

with the Swedish colonists. In reference to their commerce Johnson 

relates: 

(1) Swedish Settlements on the Delaware Volume I, P• 193 
(2) Swedish Settlements on the Delaware Vol. 1, P• 188. 
(3) wampum 
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Horsey, T. c. 

"the Minquas ~f--:rn·-lHHHh'H,~ were daily with the Swedes, 
bargaining with them. The way to their country was bad, 
stony, full of sharp granite rocks, among morasses, hilly 
and at some places by streams, so that the Swedes had to 
walk and march in water, so that it went up to their arm
pi ts -lf-*-lHHhdH(· they were to go there, which generally 
happened once or twice a year with frieze, kettles, axes *.,, .. *~r'h·*~ ... 11 ( 4 ) 

Peter Kalm, who traveled in North America from 1747 to 1751, 

has this to say about early Swedish relations with the Indians: 

I 

11All the old Swedes told me with one voice that in 
former times the Indians had on several occasions banded 
together to kill the Swedish colonists, but through God's 
providence some old Indian man or woman had always secretly 
run to the Swedes and warned them about what their fellow
Indians had in mind. Sometimes the Swedes wanted to pay these 
secret messengers, but they would not accept anything, and 
hastily returned to their people. The Swedes then collected, 
and when the natives saw them prepared, they dared not attack, 
and a new peace treaty was drawn up between the two parties. 
The Indians always liked the Swedes better than the English, 
and the English better than the Dutch, whom they still hate 
a good deal. 't (5) 

Israel Acrelius, Swedish pastor and author of A History Of 

New Sweden Or The Settlements On The River D~laware, gives space in 

that book to the instructions of the Swedish crown to Johan Printz, 

governor of New Sweden in the year 1647. These orders deal with 

treatment of the Indians as follows: 

"The wild nations (Lenapes), bordering upon all other 
sides, the Governor shall understand how to treat with all 
humanity and respect, that no violence or wrong be done to them 
by Her Royal Majesty or her subjects aforesaid; but he shall 
rather, at every opportunity, exert himself, that the same 
wild people may gradually be instructed in the truths and 
worship of the Christian religion, and in other ways brought 
to civilization and good government, and in this manner 
properly guided. Especially shall he seek to gain their 
confidence, and impress upon their minds that neither he, 
the Governor, nor his people and subordinates are come into 
those parts to do them wrong or injury, but much more for 

(4) Swedish Settlements on the Delaware, Vol. I. P• 191. 
(5) Peter Kalm 1 s Travels into North America, revised by Adolph B. 

Benson (1937), page 714. 
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the purpose of furnishing them with such things as they may 
need for the ordinary wants of life, and so also for such 
things as are found among them which they themselves cannot 
make for their own use, or buy or exchange. Therefore shall 
the Governor also see thereto that the people of Her Royal 
Majesty, or of the Company who are engaged in trading in 
those parts, allow the wild people to obtain such things as 
they need at a price somewhat more moderate than they are 
getting them of the Hollanders at Fort Nassau, or the adjacent 
English, so that said wild people may be withdrawn from them, 
and be so much the more won to our people. 11 (6} 

(6) History of New Sweden or The Settlements on the River Delaware 
by Israel Acrelius. Translated by William M. Reynolds, p. 35. 
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Washington and La/ ayette 
Were Wilmington Visitors 

Nation·s Firsl Citizen and First Friend in City for Two 
Weeks Before Battle of the Brandywine and On 

Several Later and Happier Occaiiioni' 

The observance of Washington's birthday recalls to Wilmington its 
intimate tie~ with the first President, and with his great and good 
friend, the Marquis de Lafayette. The;c men, the nation's first citi
zen and ir..~ first friend, were frequent visitors to Wilmington of the 
pa t., and their memories are r:vcred by Wilmington of t,he present. 

Closest and most aotable link the · 
city can claim is in connection with City Honors Washington 

I the Batrle of Brandywine, on Sept. One of W,1shington·s outstanding 
11, 1777. Visits here was on Dec. 16, 1783, when 

For two weeks preceding that un- Lhe entire population turned out to 
fortunate engagement, Washington do honor to the military man who 
made his headquarters in an old had just laid down his sword and 
house on what was then Quaker was returning to his beloved Mt. 
Hill. The house still stands at 303 Vernon. His trip to New York in 
West Street, although it bears lit- 1789 to take the oath of Presi
tle resemblance to the colonial man- ~ent occasioned another gala greet-
sion it was in Washington's day. A mg- from Wilmingtonians. j 
member of Washington's staff was When the war ended. Lafayette 
the newly commissioned Major returned to his native France.- and 
General Lafayette. , was a prominent figure in the early ' / 

During those two weeks the Con- , part of the Revolution in that coun
tinental army was encamped along try a few years later. It was not 
White Clay Creek and Red Clay ~ntll his return to the United States 
Creek in the vicinity of Stanton and m_ 1824 that he came again to Wil- , 
Klamensi. awaiting the British rnmgton. 
force under Lord Howe which was At that time he made two visits 
known to be landing at the Head- to the city the first in October, 
of-Elk, preparatory to an attack on 1824, the second in June, 1825. Both 
Philadelphia, then the seat of the w~re _events of tremendous note t,o 
Continental Congrnss. W1lm111gtor_i of that time. 

Lafayette Wounded The agemg Marquis was gree'ed 
. . almost hysterically everywhere he 

The Bntish army began on Sepr went, and Wilmington's welcome 
8 to mo_ve northward from Cooch s J was as elaborate as anv. The inpu- i 
Bridge m a flanking maneuver to lation lined the streets f l 
pass through Newark and into Penn- ___ or a ga a 
sylvanla to the right of Washing~ 
ton's lines. Early on the morning parade. There were floral tributes 
of Sept. 9, Washington ordered his and arch afte1· arch across the line 
men to strike their tents, and the of march . There was speechmaking 
Continentals marched up the Bran; and ceremony, ending with a ban
dywine from Wilmington, meeting quet in the Town Hall, served by 
the enemy at Chadds ,Ford on General James Wolfe, proprieter of 

l Sept. 11. the Lafayette- Hotel at Third and 
Lafayette, wounded in the battle, Market Streets. 

is believed to have been attended The following summer Lafayette, 
by a Wilmington wom,1n, Belle Mc- a !oral and enthusiasti~ Ma <on, re- \ 
Clo•key. who wore until her dea.th turned to the city to accept mem-
a. bullet suspended from her neck bership in the Grand Lodge of Dela
which ,he claimed to have been ware, an event which occasioned 
taken from Lafayette's leg. more celebration. 
· Forty-three years later, when Lafayette Lodge Formed 

Lafayette visited Wllmin,;ton on his Shcrtly before Lafayette's admis-
''grand tour" of the Unite<i states sion to the Grand Lodge, a group 
he is said to have called on this of Masons formed Lafayette Lodge 
old woman to thank her for her No. 14 in his honor. The general, 
services. his son and his secretary later 1 

Laf•Jyette in 1781 was dispatched signed the warrant of Lafayette 
to the South with 1200 men . He Lodge. 
brought his boats from Trenton Washington and Lafayette were 
down the Delaware, up the Chris- iguests at not•:i.ble Delaware weddings, 
tiana Creek to Christiana Bridge 40 years apart, but strangely 
and then:e by land to Head-of-Elk. enough weddings in which the brides 

Washing·ton came no more to Wil- were from U.1e same family. 
mi11gton during the war, but, passed It, ~as on, April 24, 1784 that 
through bhe city frequently in the I Washmgton ·stood upon the hearth
years that followed. His laconic stone" in what is now the Amstel 
journal is studded with the n,1mes House Museum in New Castle and 
of Wilmington, Christiana, and New I ?IMe,~ the pretty girls as was his 
Castle . Spots that knew him espe- wont. The. occasion was the m-""
cially well were "The Sign of the nage of Miss Anne Van Dyke t-0 
Ship," a hotel that stood at Third Ken..oey Johns. later chancellor. 
and Market Streets; and the home 
of Jacob Tatnall at 18'03 Market 
Street. 

150 

Lafayette in 1824 •.vas a most we'
~ome guest at aoott1er wedding in 

ew Castle, when Miss Dorcas Mon 
gomery Van Dyke became the bri<I: 
of Charles I d p t 'v· · u on , w 1ose father 

i_ctor M, duPont, was an intimal~ 
~~~enad1·deof1· thFe general, having been 

n ranee. 
t ~nstant, reminders of the.•e hls
onc associations are the portr;i t 

of La~ayette in the Wilmington Cit 
;~~~~11 ;?a~berh,. and the old woodeii 

. as mgton in tbe Old 
To,\n H-3.ll, pre~ented to the . 
toncal Society of Delaware by~~
late Senator Coleman d ' e ' 
discovered ·t t uPont, who I 
New York ~b:-cco Lhs1o;:rrance of a 



m. H. Forbes 
June 30, 1941 

INTRODUCTION 

ilmington Fifty Years A0o 

The generation of today, careless or not ]mowing, feels 

that everything bas been the same through the years. Yet habits 

and customs have changed in every phase of our lives, and an 

"oldtimeru coming today would find it hard to adjust himself to 

our modern way of life. The advent of the automobile bas changed 

the aspect of our streets, not only in amount of traffic, but in 

the form of the various types of vehicles. Likewise, the widen

ing of the streets and narrowing of the sidewalks to meet the 

demand for space for motor vehicles has at the same time robbed 

the city of many of the shade trees, so essential in a summer 

climate such as ours. And with the disappearance of the horse 

have also gone many of the businesses associated with them. 

In the field of amusement, the moving pictures have largely 

pre-empted the place held by the speaking stage, with its varied 

assortment of entertainment. In years past, road shows and 

stock companies were more prevalent, and our people would be 

regaled with a week of the Boston Ideals or Corse Payton in 

repertoire, along with the stars of that day, supported by good 

casts. These attractions, as well as the magicians, and minstrel 

shows, kept the Grand Opera house a center of interest throughout 

the winter months. During the summer, the amusement parks were 

well patronized, offering the customer a ride on the scenic rail

way or merry-go-round, a boat ride on the lake or a trip through 

a maze, as well as a short vaudeville show in the open air theater. 

As there was very little opportunity for many to get out in the 
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-2- W:!.lmincton Fifty Years go 
Introduction 

country, the trip to these parks was an added feature. 

Not only the layout of the bome , but the habits and customs 

that ruled there, have given way to more cultural tastes, es-

pecially as regards the family table. ,:any of our elders of 

that day were farm-bred, folks who flocked to the city v ith the 

increase in industrial employment, and brin~ing with them habits 

and customs developed in their ori~inal enviro~ent, that were 

to be changed by a new eneration. Our elders were a God-fearing 

people, and the church and home their chief interest. Inured 

to hardships and an econorriic existence, they brought to the city 

splendid traits upon which to build the. future generations . 

Family life lacked the va:bious outside attractions of today. 

The family in the evening was generally to be found around the 

table lamp, each with special interests-Father with the evening 

paper , l other plyin~ the needles, and the children engaged with 

their home work or games . Should company come, they would be 

entertained with conversation, selections on the piano or or6an 

/SL 

b) one of the ~-ounger group , or a game of cards. As a last re

sort, especially if they were new friends, the family album might 

be brou~ht out, even then the old types of people and dress af

fording a· certain amount of amusement. Today, the dinner dishes 

are no more than cleared away than the family is off to the movies, 

or for a ride in the family car. 

For a city the size of ilmington fifty years ago , its various 

industries took first rank, and the car and shipbuilding plants , 

as well as those for the manufacture of different types of mach

ionery, carried the name and fame of the city into far places. 
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The uaker element predominated larcely in these industries , 

and their conservative outlook laid a firm foundation upon wrd.ch 

such concerns were built . ?,:any of these old fi rms , either be

cause of tbe death of the leaders , or the chanc ing methods of 

doing business , are no longer factors in t he present life of 

the com_~unity , and their places have been taken by new firms . 

Of those who peopled the city fifty years aco , the whites 

v;ere largely of English , Irish, or German stock, the other na 

tionals , such as the oles , Italians , and Jews , not making their 

appearance in numbers until the first of the twentieth century . 

Each race seemed to find its favored niche , the English and Irish 

in industrial employment , and the latter race particularly in 

politics , while the Germans catered t o the "inner man , " with 

breweries , comer saloons , and bake shops . 

The old- time Negroes were a happy- eo - lucky race , living 

from day to day , with very little education , but a soul full of 

r-msic . They were often envied by t he poorer whites wli o had the 

worries of a large fa mily and t he problem of money . There was 

no clamoring then for equality with the wbites , as they were 

content to serve that they might enjoy some of the necessities 

of life . 

ltany of t he sports , such as baseball , basketball , and bowl 

ing , were in their primitive state, but bicycling and horse - racing 

were favored sports . Many business and professional men through

out t h e city owned fast horses , whi ch they would hire an experi

enced h orseman to drive in the races . Every means was employed 

to make the use of the bicycle as widespread as possible , and with 

the limited means of public transportation , they deve l oped into 
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a necessity in the transaction of business . 

The fashions of the men and women of that day looked stiff 

and formal . hile men were not ~iven the latitude in dress , es -

pecially in the warmer months, enjoyed by the men of today, their 

dress gave them~ dignity often at the expense of comfort . The 

sa~e might be said of the women . Their voluminous skirts and 

tight basques , along with the corsets , left them little chance 

for an active life . This , coupled with the conventions with which 

they were bound, called from the men those gallantries and 0ranes 

which they later on largely sacrificed for the new- found freedom . 

The women of that period were · only slightly removed from those who 

lived in what some writer has called "an atmosphere of elegant 

anonymity . " 

That period also gave birth to the dress reformers , who 

a gitated for a more comfortable mode of dress , and set the ex

ample themselves . Like the pioneer suffrage movement , it met 

strong opposition from the more conservative women , who desired 

to hold fast to the traditions of the past. The freedom which 

came to them through the reform in dress , and the acquiring of 

the ballot , lest for them mucb of that earl7 feminine allure . 

The city bovernment has expanded to meet the growing needs 

of the city. The runicipal Judge sittinc on the high ros_trum, 

with the curved railin~s at the stairs on the side, coupled with 

the "Oyez i Oyez i" of the court crier , gave the sessions of the 

court a colonial atmosphere . When the old City Hall failed to 

meet the needs of the e rowing city, different departments were 

moved to adjoining building s - the Street and Sewer Department to 

the building on the S.vv . corner of Sixth and King , the City 
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Treasurer to a building on Sixth Street, between Market and King, 

and the police lockerroom to a building on the present site of 

the Arcadia Theater. With the removal of the city departments 

to the new building at Tenth and King Streets, in 1916, an agi

tation began to preserve t e older building as a symbol of the 

past . 

The early public school buildings were of a stereotyped 

design, having SLort halls and a yard for exercise. They were so 

placed throughout the city that no student had to travel far to 

reach his school. Those modern features, such as manual train

ing, guidance teachers and orchestras were lacking, and the Friday 

afternoon literary exercises were the only respite from the daily 

grind . 

One wonders whether fifty years from now a story can be 

written of the present days that will srow the interesting changes 

that have marked the last fifty. 



J.B. Pietuszka 
Victqr r.~iller 
Sept •. 19, 1940 

iilmington in the 1790 1 s 

PICTURE OF WILMINGTON IN 1795 

(From The United 8tates Gazeteer) 

"VHLMINGTON, a port of entry, and post-town of the 

state of Delaware, and the most considerable and flour

ishing tovm in that state. It is situated in New Castle 

County, 2 miles w. of Delaware river, between Christiana, 

and Brandywine creeks; the former of whj_ch admits vessels 

drawing 11 feet water. The creeks are here about one 

mile apart and uniting below tre town, empty into the 

Delaware,. at which place they are upwards of 300 yards 

wide . The town stands on the N. side of Christiana 

creek, upon the s . W. side of a hill, that rises 107 

feet above the tide, on the N. E. side of the same hill, 

on Brandywine creek, there are 13 mills, & about 40 neat 

handsome dwellings. The town is regularly laid out, on 

a plan similar to Philadelphia, and contains upwards of 

600 houses, mostly of brick. The houses for public wor

ship are six, viz. two for Presbyterians, one for Swedish 

~piscopallans , one for Quakers, one for Baptists , and one 

for :rv.ethodists . The other public buildings are, two mar

ket-houses, a poor-house , which stands on thew. side of 

the town, anct is 120 feet by 40, and three stories high; 

and a large stone edifice, which was built designedly 

for an academy. It generally had from 40 to 50 scholars, -

,.r~ 
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who were taught the dead languages, arithmetic, and the 

mathematics . The course of education was much interrup

red during the late war , and the funds partly ruined by 

the depreciation of continental paper money . But by a 

late act of Congress, the institution is to be indemni

fied. Notwithstanding, the house has beeri lately pur

chased for the purpose of establishing a cotton manu

factory, which is in considerable forwardness. A bolt

ing cloth manufactory, and a distillery ,are the only 

manufactories established here, if we except those car

ried on by mechanics individually. This town carries on 

a very considerable trade with Philadelphia , and a brisk 

trade with foreign countries. It is said that Philadel

phia receives every year on an average, from Christiana 

and the other navigable creeks of Delaware , 265,000 bar~ 

rels of flour, 300,000 bushels of wheat, 170,000 bushels 

of Indian corn, besides barley, oats, flaxseed, pa•per, 

slit, iron, snuff, salted pr·ovisions, &c. But this is 

not to be understood as the produce of the state of Del

aware, for I apprehend it will be found, upon enquiry, 

that the largest proportion of the wheat and flour which 

passes through the Christiana to Philadelphia, is the pro

duce of Chester, Lancaster, York, Dauphin, and Cumberland 

counties, in Pennsylvania. It is said that upwards of 

500,000 dollars worth of flour are manufactured on the 

Christiana, within two or three miles of the naviga-

tion. The exports to foreign countries in the year, 

ending September 30th, 1794, amounted to 233,461 dollars. 

~~-, 
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Wilmington in 1795 

About the year 1735, the first houses were built here, 

and the town, a few years afterwards was incorporated, 

and is governed by two t,urgesses, six assistants, and 

two constables; all of whom are elected annually. 

t1The mills on Brandywine, as we have mentioned al-

ready, are thirteen; these ar·e, no doubt, the most val

uabie collection of mills in the Unitea States, or per

haps in any other country. Twelve of them are merchant 

mills, and one a saw mill . They are scarcely half a 

mile from v ilmington. There are about 300,000 bushels 

of wheat and corn ground here annually; but it is sup

posed that if they were constantly supplied with grain, 

they would grind 400,000. They give employment to about 

200 persons, viz. 40 to attend the mills, from 50 to 70 

coopers, to make casks for the flour, beside those employ

ed in manning 12 sloops, which are employed in the trans

portation of wheat ~nd flour, and the rest in various 

other occupations connected with the mills. 

hThe navigation is so convenient that a sloop car

rying 1,000 bushels, will lay along side of any of the 

mills to load, or unload; besides, some of them will ad-

\ 

mit vessels of 2,000 bushels burthen. The vessels are 

unloaded with singular expedition, owing to the machines 

introduced b,_ the ingenious Mr . Oliver .h;vans, who has 

lately published a valuable Work, entitled the Young 

Mill-wright's Guide . There have been frequent instances 

Qfl,000 bushels being carried to the hei[ht of four stories, 
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in four hours~ By means of Mr. Evans' machinery, the 

wheat will be received on the shallop 1 s dee~, thence 

carried to the upper loft of the mill, and a large 

quantity of the same returned in flour, on the floor, 

ready for packing, without the assistance of manual 

labour, but in a very small degree. It is about 40 

years since the first mill was built here. A stone 

bridge has been erected over the creek, at this place 

from which the mills, the dwellings, and the vessels 

loading and unloading, present an agreeable appear

ance. It is 28 miles S •• of Philadelphia. Lat. 39, 

42, N. Lon. o, 24, TT 
• 

uoted from - The United States Gazetteer, containing 

an ~uthentic description of tn~ several 

states, 1795, by Joseph Scott, pp. (al

phabetically arranged)\ IL. 

rinted by Lana R. Bailey, Philadelphia. 
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WILl\UNGT0N WA·rER SUPPLY 

Submitted by Reese Hammond 
Rewritten - Muriel Hull 
Rewritten - Reese Hammond. 

1-t,.J;;,.r " , L r ' 7 
The present water system of Wilmington is the culmination 

of years of effort to secure an adequate supply of pure water. 

The need for a more adequate water supply was first re

ported in a resolution introduced in Borough Council December 

31, 1796 which read, as follows: 

11 Resolved, that Messrs, Isaac Henderson and 
William Poole be a connnittee to enquire of the 
inhabitants of the Borough who own pumps which 
stand on the streets whether they be willing to 
give them to the corporation who will take care 
to have them kept in order. 0 

This committee performed its assignment and reported the 

names of those citizens who had consented to give up their pumps. 

In many instances, the owners refused to turn their water supply 

over to the committee. The steady increase in population, added 

to the water complications, and the scarcity of this necessity 

in various parts of the Borough resulted in a search by the 

Council to discover other means of augmenting the supply. At 

a subsequent meeting, the Council appointed a committee to 

investigate the propriety and expense of obtaining water from 

a spring on the hill at High Street, now Fourth Street, llll.ear 

Tatnall. 

In April, 1800, this committee reported that the utilization 

of the flow of this spring would be useful and easy and that a 

loan of $400 would make possible the prosecution of the project. 

The committee also proposed that the water should be piped into 

Market street for the sole dis posal of the corporation. 
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Unexpected opposition to the eKpenditure of such a sum 

developed and resulted in the failure of the project. In 

1803 the shortage became so serious that a company was formed 

for the purpose of supplying the people with spring water. 

This organization was incorporated in 1804 as the Wilmington 

Spring Water Company with the power to levy a tax on those they 

supplied. 

The limited facilities of the company prevented it from 

serving the whole Borough in the beginning and only a small 

section of the area south of Fourth street received water. In 

1805, the water corporation made more extensive arrangements by 

purchasing the rights to use the supply from several springs in 

the vicinity of Kennett Heights. The combined water rights of 

the Wilmington Spring Water Company gave the Borough a skeleton 

service that was far from adequate. The demand often exceeded 

the supply from the springs and it became necessary to stop the 

flow at certain points in order that other sections might be 

served. 

This inconvenience, coupled with the increase in population, 

resulted in the purchase of the facilities of the water company 

in 1810 by the Council for ·10,000. This was the first step 

toward municipal ownership of water in the city and the State. 

In order to provide the needed water, new pumps and cisterns 

were installed upon designated streets, and reservoirs to con

serve the water were constructed at the springs. From these, 

water was piped through wooden pipes held together by iron hoops 

to the streets on which cisterns were located. 
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Water service in the northern section of the Borough 

had long been a need which was somewhat relieved by the 

construction of the reservoirs. Shortly after the advent of the 

wooden pipes, John Bringhurst was authorized by the Legislatune 

to bring water into his kitchen, probably the first kitchen 

hydrant in the history of the Borough service. 

In spite of these efforts water shortage was still a 

problem. Various reasons were ascribed for this and in 1819 

another committee was appointed to investigate and make re

connnendations for improvements. After lengthy discussions 

the committee finally decided that Lombardy poplars and willow 

trees were growing too near to the fountains and springs and 

their proximity was a contributing cause to the trouble since 

they drew water for growth. The Borough Council accepted the 

report and ordered that all of the trees growing within fifty 

feet of a fountain or spring be cut down. The owners in many 

instances objected to this ruling and the controversy became 

so large that it was an issue at the following election. The 

objectors were defeated at the polls and although they sought 

redress the court sustained the Council. 

The trees were cut down but without relieving the situation. 

In 1820 another connnittee was appointed; this time to consider 

the feasibility of drawing water from the Brandywine Creek. The 

conclusions of this committee were favorable, but action was 

delayed until 1826, when a committee reported that the Brandywine 

afforded the only adequate solution for the problem and should 

be utilized. 

\ { 

The Borough then purchased the water rights along the Brandywine 

and, in 1827, began the construction of a pumping station at what 
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is now Sixteenth and ~ing streets to draw water from the steam and 

force it to the reservoir under construction at Market and 

King between Tenth and Eleventh streets . Through some mis

calculation, the huge water wheel failed to turn at the secret 

opening of the pumping station, and rumors of failure spread 

through the crowd. In view of bitter criticisms which had 

been voiced at the use of the Brandywine as a source of water 

supply, the sponsors of the project waited with dismay until the 

wheel began to slowly turn, pumping the water up a rise of 99 feet 

into the reservoir located at what is now Rodney S0uare. 

\ l 

The continued growth of the city created a demand for addition

al reservoirs and in 1863 the first of two Rodney street reservoirs 

at Eight, Ninth, Rodney and Clayton streets was built. This was 

used until 1908 when it was abandoned and used as a playground. It 

was rebuilt and put into service in 1918 as a storage basin for high 

service south of the Brandywine. The next addition to the water 

department was the Cool Spring reservoir which was erected in 1873 

with a capacity of 40,000,000 gallons of water. Again, in 1908 

the storage system was augmented by the construction of the Porter 

Reservoir situated outside the city limits for service to the 

higher western section of the City. The Porter Reservoir has a 

capacity of 34,000,000 gallons. 

Feari~ future pollution d desiring a more ade:uate supply 

the Board of ~er Commissioners ·n 19 ~ purchased 480 acres of , 
land twelve mile west of the City, Jcnown as the old Mill Tract, 

from T. Coleman du ~~nt and others at a cost of $ • Two 

hundred acres of this f-0rmed a natural bowl and a dam was erected 

across one extremity, resulting in the Old Mill Reservoir with a 

capacity of two billion gallons of water. The name has since been 
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Desiring a more oo.equate supply of water to augment the 

dry weather flow of the Brandywine, the Board of Water Commissioners 

in January 1930 entered into an agreement with the Wiln:.ington 

Trust Company who acted as trustee for T. Coleman duPont and other 

property owners to purchase 479.448 acres of land approximately 

twelve miles west of the city, known as the Old Mill tract. The 

city paid to Mr. duPont the sum of $236 1 000 for the land and other 

owners received ~~ 202 1 305. 

Two hundred acres of this land formed a natural bowl and a dam 

was erected across one extremity at a cost of $1 1 1241 732.10 forming 

a reservoir with a capacity of two billion gallons of water. Kno,m 

first as the Old Mill Reservoir the name was later changed to the 

Edgar Hoopes Memorial Reservoir in honor of the late Edgar Hoopes,Jr. 

The cost of pipe lines, pumping station, clearing the land, and 

relocating roads, added another million and a half dollars, making 

the total project cost approximately $3 1 000 1 000. water for impound-

ing at the reservoir comes from numerous small streams that flow into 

the valley. This addition to the system provided a supply of pure 

water for present consumption, guards against any inadequacy that 

might result from an extended period of drought and postpones for many 

years problems t hat might arise due to extensive development of the 

city of Wilmington • . 

Rockford Tower, a steel tank forty feet in diameter and sixty 

feet high to the overflow, with a capacity of 500 1 000 gallons gives 

excellent service to the higher section of the western part of the 

city. 

The purification and pumping apparatus used in preparation of 

water for Wilmington's citizenry is the most modern obtainable. Puri

fication is divided into a separate procedure for low and high pressure 
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service. The first step of both services is the retention of 

water taken from the Brandywine at the foot of Rodney Street 

and run through humerous basins located near Sixteenth and King 

streets where it is treated with a coagu.lent(alum) to remove 

mud or solids. In the low pressure service it is again tested 

after passing through slow sand filters into a clear well which 

holds filtered water. From this point it runs through a chlorinat-

ing bath back to the huge steam turbine pumps where it is forced 

into city water mains. The excess flows into the various reser

voirs by gravity. 

The Board of Water Commissioners is composed of three 

persons charged with furnishing the best and most economical water 

supply possible to the city. Through their efforts the City is 

prepared to meet any emergency which might tend to decrease its 

requirements. 

Bibliography: 
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Water Commissioners. 
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D te July 27,1936. 

Rum aa Early Aid at Harv•at • 

The Swediah famer of Delawar wex-e the first dt1sens 

or the New orld to give their hired harvest hand rum and other 

strong 11quora while gathering the baJ and wheat crops. The custom 

spr ad to aryland and Penneylvania at1d subaequently to the rest ot 

the colonies. Wh11e terms of emplo1Jn9nt did not stipulate that 

rum or wh1 key should be supplied to harvest helpers the worker 

insisted that without such wholesome retl-eshmenta they would not 
I 

let out their services. There, however, were no strtkes tor prao• 

t1eally very farmer ot the Bight•enth Oen't\U'7 supplied the men 

w1 l<ling grain oradlea and pitch toi-ka with generous potations ot 

cohollc liquors. PosaiblJ the Quakere were inclined to balk 

t th "wet condition" ot hiring (1n later years) but there was 

ban on drink among the termer• and other workers on the Chr1at1ana.· 

in~ ly .days. Those who did not provide the liquor would have been 

obliged to do their own harvesting, or let the crops remain 1n the 

tield. It is recalled that each hired helper was invited to drink 
\ 

glasa(tumber) of liquor five times a day, aid they did it. They 

contended that the stim'ulat1on eased their "heate tasks, •sweated 

them C?Ut," thoroughly. consequently it was not ditf1cult to convince 

them that~ was necessary to etf1o1ency 1n the harvest £1elds. 

Carrying out the same theory they wore shirts of heavy red 

tlannel and pants of similar weight>and topped the ensemble with 

woolen hat. They insisted that the troolen garments kept the heat trom 

their body and possibly they were right 1n their contentions for bed 
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or sunstrok were are those times. 
\~ C, - 4. ''f 

Thy too viol ted~pr -
s 

caution g nst eat1n • odern &1 t1c1an would hav been 

ocked by tching the farm helper at dinner or supper or to 

bav learn d that they ate five times day- • in addition to 

~inking 11quo:re at many 1nterv ls . They would hav be n doubly 

amazed to have known that ta pork boiled with vegetables with 

the oozing gr ase tried out ot the white eide eat and lots ot 

it 8 :favorite dish or hard workers in hot nather. "Old 

Vu.dlark," thJ!ty called their tavor1te tat pork, declaring that 

it stuck best to the ribs of en performing hard work 1n t 

exc sai v be t. 'l'he tum helpers drank quart and. quart of 

cold w ter in addition to the rum and their day egan at sunrise 

after the long ummer twi11g.b.t got 

under ny. Many of th proved that from a sanitary viewpoint 
'"" u ,~-- '.:> e..y S 0~ 

·their eohedule ot eat, drink, and garments was correct as -ll!F-

~ed ~•n lived until the .tour score mark and man,- others even 

longer . Rare wer their complaint of 1nd1gest1on or other 111s 

fr overindulging the appetite. 

1111.am Penn. who commende the thri.ft and 

frugality ot the Swedish• ttlers,on t1?,J Christian mpat ha been 
~1:. h<11"'1/-<-\ 0 '"' o n-.'\"" th,,-.s , 

ed t their capacity to tore food,_ le the dishes on the 

table •~• not numerous 1t • the amount ot edibles the S edes 

consumed that demonstrated their love o~ tood and tbeil- appetites . 

For breakfast they took eold mllk. _or bread and r1c porridge, 

buttel9., ohe se., pudding and meats. 

The uppers were repet1t1 ot breaktaats, while 

the dinne~s artord opportun1tiea tor the 1'b.o1loweet," of the 

s ttlers to rul up to the chin. 
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11b1le fish w re o abundant 1n the streams all about, they 

wer shunned. as t'ood aid soup •a not held 1n general :tavor. 

The Swed•a ate aup~heart1ly 1n Summer aid 

Winter, an t1onal character1et1o• and there ax-e records wh1oh 

assert that they had a trong leaning towa.rde the cup t hat 

cheers and st1mul tea either a.a a soot.al factor, or a am 

accelerato~ 1n the harvest field. 

R ~ ENCE: P$raonal information gathered b7 reading 1n pre
paration ot similar articles £or the pres. 



J. rton Cheyney, 

reh 151 1937. 

Loca cust s. 

:rices Put on D l o ol.f" calps • 

olv e wore t e only a ota of rey el tho early so tl 1,.0 -:firot c e to t 18 or or t e 1 ar B y nd the anlcs ot t o 

Christi • Officials under t e 1.,ei of or III found t 0 

. ~ nta ao d structive to 11vo atock - calveo, sheop; p 0, 
d oultry t they ero co and d to offer enerous re rda for 

tho ~1ll1ng oft e arauder1n anim s . F era w re pro ood ~ ~ 

n the captor or alnyers of olvea presented t e r pel ta to l e 

o floinls evidence of tho laughter . Either the onetary of:for 

snot bi onough or the armers er ore profitably employed 

t other voe t1onsl,.._ the i ve t:;tli .. st t 1e e ts fail d and lat r 

in the wint r o 1677- 8 t e inhabitants were ord red to er ct 1olf - _,,., -pits along ntor ys . loot or this 1st order ould vo cot 

the o era of infest d lands fin a of 75 1ld rs . The olvee, ho -

ever, ere ev ntually tr pped and k11ledJ but t r quired tho lapse 

of y y are befor those toe of 11v took beon ovortaken y 

tho l w or fl d to other parts . 

The crows, blackbirds like se fle a out in huge nooks with 

a price on t heir heads . They were accuse of robbing fiol a of no 1y 

pl ted crops nd lator of ttaoking corn fields , Ql1d stripping th 

of thoir ripening gra n . It as alao alle od thnt t e blackbirds 

destroyed thee s d the young of other birds that ore of eater 

valu for th t ble . But t1e state as n ver able to apply nn of£-

ons1v t 

There 

the sought for total ext1not1on oft o species . 

v u reports that bison ere n o ouo 1n tbe -
t rritory be een the two bays an h1ator1 s record that an 

down- State Dela r li:_rgv .. ~)kno as n..,.1.-,...,....,er Or y" us d- a 1 te 

V 
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•2• Local Oust 
Pr1c Put on Del ol.t' C lpo. 

1840 point out th spot ha the lnst ll up ot ltl t had boon 

d s con 1de a lo sizod he • They• too .111 o the Ind1 s 

and the aro lld turkeys., ld pigeons~ ore fore 

to give a sy before the ch oft • 

Roforeno ,~ Ne paper Clippings. 







c. K. Browning 

June•• 1937 

1657 

rom J. Tho • Sohart•a "Biator1 ot Delaware.• 

Jacob Alrichl a • sum.ed o and of N w Amatel, (now Rew Castle) 

aa Vice Director, about Ma7 lat, 1657. 

The" ew ~ atel 0 • a alliot, was eent to Fort Orange, (now -Alban7, N.Y.) returning to New Amat 1 ovember 7th. the aame 

year, laden with brick in addition to two hundred and titty 

boards. About 8,000 ot the brioka· were giYen to the Comman

dant ot Fort Altena to use in building the tort. 

1858 On September 5, 1658, Vice Director Alr1ohs recordaa "I have 

given oat ot the brick out to the 1nbab1tanta to ake oh1mn ya, 

alao a,ooo tor the building or •Olll"J' in Fort Altena." -
1659 The following •pring (1659) Cornelia Herperta De Jager e• tabliahed 

a brick kiln n r ew • tel. 1n which tour men wer employed. 

'l'h1• 1• the t1rat record or brick being bumed in th11 atate, 

ao tar aa record• show. Doubtleaa aome brick were brought 

tr uropean cou.ntriea previous to thia, being utilized•• 

ballaat 1n ah1P•• 

P.858 chart. 



Jacob Alr1cks a i d Nephew Peter Alricks. 

Papers of the Historical ~ociety of Delaware. No .XXII. 

Dutch West India Co. 

Organized and chartered by the States General in I607 for plilrpose of 

extending its commerce into the n✓ew world. ~id nothing until I623. 

P.5- Paid part of its debt by deeding over some of its possessions to the 

city of Amsterdam,present site of New Castle and land from Christiana 

to Bombay Hook and landward as~far as theboundaries of Minq~askill. 

Settlers from Amsterdam, Holland to Manhatten, great privation,then to 

New Amstel(now ew Castle) with I25 settlers and Director Aldricks -

I657 April 25,he received the keys of the Fort.Casimer. 

Government of the settlers by Alrick,acting under conditions offered 

by city of Amsterdam • 
.>J ,.r - By Oct. I658 there were about 600 in the colony - houses few -
~ ' 

fortifications and all the build~ connected therwith in a ruinous 
~ 

condition. Alarge st~e with a loft for a dwelling, afi store-house, 

a barrack onehundred and ninety feet in length just outside te fort 

for the married soldiers with their wives and children, a guard-house 

inside the fort, a bath-house in the fort square, the conrrnissary's 

dwelling for the distribution of rations and a burger watch-house were --
irrnnediately constructed and repairs made on the director's, clergyman's 

and smith's house. 

Each colonist and tradesman received the free conveyance of a lot 

in the· sauare, thirty by about one hundred and eighty feet, in fee, and 

by AugustI6 , I659, one hundred and ten houses had been built. 

P. II- veret Pieterson, who came with the colony as schoolrnaster was 

teaching 25 children -letter from him Aug.IO,I657. 

Everardus Welius,clerg n sent to t n e colony in Aug.I657. 

Agriculture- Those inclined were directed to look up land for 

themse~ves, their selections were them measured and marked, and a 



JACOB ALRICKS AND NEPHEW PETER ALRICKS 

Papers of the Historical Society of Delaware. :t-Jo . XXII 

and a written :fiecord sent to the home~ government. "three good farmers 11 

First year - general sickness and fever held up the building and start

the grain; the second year so unseasonable that hardly enough grain for 
IOO 

people and cattle could be saved.Sickness again-nearly iOperishing. 
Vl"'-Y 

The province was not producing anything in the~of food for the people. 

Up to May,I659, some 500 had been sent by the city of Amsterdam to 

the colony as additional emigrant/without bringing along any food. 

Aldricks appeal~to the New York Director and the Home government for 

provisions, building materials, tools, implements,money, etc, had been 

slowly and inadequately answered . Jealousies ahd dissensions had bDoken 

out among those in authority. ueveral colonists deserted and removed 

to the ~nglish colonies of ~iB.ryland and Virginia, leaving hardly 30 

males remaining. The government of Maryland laid claim to the lands 

occupied by the colony.Two-thirds of the soldiers were at the Horekill , 

not more than 8 or IO at New Amstel and very few free people. Harassed, 

suspected, decried, unsupported by those upon whom he had a wP~gat 

right to rely,at home and in America, Alricks succumbed at last to the 

great mental ~d physical strin under which he labored.He died Dec .30, 

I659 . His remains at some time were buried in the yard o~ the mmd 
Draeyers Church, near Odessa, Delaware, and his grave marked with stones 

which have since disappaEEdd.He was a business man, well educated, and 

his letters are full of wise and practical suggestions whereby the 

colony might be benefitted- had he been properly supported, the history 

of the colony on the South River might have been differently written. 

The Town Council and the city officers were all summoned by his 

successorD'Biniyossa and asked to attest that Alricks had governed 

badly -they refused- were sUI!lilloned a second, third fourth time,aad 

then were removed from office. P. I5 . 



Jacob/ Alricks and his nephew Feter Alrick 

.L e+-er Alricks 

P . 3 

~ .I9- Edward A. Price w~o writes this artKcle was the person employed 

by the State of New York to translate such of the Holland documents 

as referred to the early settlements of the Dutch in this country and 

so looked into a great many official na ers . 

"l.. I I 

Pete1' Alrickcame to this country as early as I656, in the service 

of the ~utch West India Co .- as connnissary at New Amstel prpbably a year 

or r.iore earlier than his Uncle . I660- I667 constqntly in public service

one of the most prominent figures in the early seDDlement on the Delaware . 

P. 20- Conceived the idea of opening trade with the Indians in tobacco 
, 

and furs . Obtained from D1 Hiniyossa I662, exclusive privilege of trading -
on both sides of the Del . River Bompier Fook to Cape Henlopen . 

P . 22- Appointed Superinten~ant of the trade by the Amsterdamnurriasters 

who sent him blankets etc . to use in trade with the Indians for the sskins 

and tobacco • 

• 23 - His land acquisitions . 

P . 26 - Amsterdam entered into partnership with the West India Co . to en~age 

in slave traffic . 300 slaves from Africa, for ew Ai~stel . 

SPpt . 9, I664New Amsterdam surrendered to En lish, who then proceeded t o 

Delaware River to reduce the DutcHthere. Colony surrendered with guarentee 

of protection in possession and ownership of property . The director,D' 

Hiniyossa, ~lricks,and the sherriff however tried to hold the fort - halo 
P27 -
surrender- English plundered the whole town - all soldiers and many citizens 

sold as slaves to Virginia where white slavery or forced service exi sted . 

P . 28- English then to Horekill and plundered there t ne settlement of 

unoffending l ennonites . New Ams tel changed to }Tew Castle . lricks ' name 

on New York directory of inhabitants in I664 . 

P29- Governor richols in ~ov . II,I665 P:ranted him leave to trade with 

the Indians in and about the Hoarkill in Del . Bay . 

P . 30- I667 reclaimed his confiscated land lying along the Delaware and 

~ side of Christina Creek . 



Jacob Alricks and his nephew Peter Alricks 

Paper of the Historical ~ociety of Delaware, no.22 

P .4 

P. 36- He was appointed Bayliff and principal civil magistrate at New 

Castle ; also one of the councillors of the colony by the Gov . Lovelace 

( at New York) 

2-' 

P..37. As bayliff of New Castle the Governor directed him to examine all 

tickets and passes in order to stop the frequent passing through Delaware 

of runaway servants coming and going to 1.aryland and Vir~inia . Also had 

duties in regard to the pubJic tawes. 1673 appointed Cormnander on South 

River . 

P . 38- Delaware again returned to control of Dutch in 1673. 

P . 39- Took the oath of Allegiance and was required to administer the 
River 

oath to all tne inhabitants of Delaware from Cape Henlopen th head of 

same on both banks . 

P. 4I- !674 Feb .19, all the Dutch possessions at New York and on the 

Delaware passed into the uossession of the English . 

P . 2- 1676-three courts - New Castle,Upland(Chester), and Horekill 

P . 43- Sept.I67a Governor Andros apuointed him one of the seven justices 

of the peace in ~ew Castle . P 

P . 44- Billop,commander in Delaware-river and bay- 1677 , was compl~ned /of 

to the governor -remove~- Alricks made commander and also collector of 

customs.-held up to the arrival of Penn . 

_&- Dutchft had not built churches on the Delaware , but after erection of 

Crane Hook Church, 1666, near New Castle had worshipped there at the 

Swedes service not unlike their wvrn. 

P . 46- Chu~oh of En land in New Ca tl established- somewhat similar to 

the Dutch Reformed . 1678 New Castle court referred the settling and 

regulating of church affairs to J.r . 1. ol aV\d.lt 1.r . Alricks . 

p . 48- \'!hen Penn landed at New Castle -50 houses at the time-. ...,.lricks was - --
one of the six appointed j stices of the peace for New C· stle and 12 miles 

torth and West . Beld its first meeting rfov .2, 1682, with Penn present. 
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.TAC OB ALRICKS AND HIS NEPHEW PEmER ALRICKS P. 5 

Oct 2, 1685 the Indians made a deed to Hilliam Penn for "all lands 

from Quing quinguscalled Duck Creek unto Upland called Chester Creek, 

all along by the west side of the Delaware River, and So between 

the said ereeks ~ackward as far as a man can ride in 2 days, with a 

horse~' the considerat i on being 11 gunns, 40 tomahawks, powder, lead, Juice 

harps,beeds,molassis,tobacco, beer, etc." It was executed at New C~stle 

and t h e name of "Pieter Alricks 11 . appe 9.rs as the first witness. 

P.56- He probably died in 1697.Left four sons. Some of his descendants 

spell their name Alrich, a few Aldrick. 



Peter Hollender 

Location: Delaware November 22, 1937 

Subject : Biography ; Peter Hollender Ridder 

" Peter Hollender Ridder, of German or Dutch origin, was born -
about 1607. He entered S edish service about 1635 and was appointed 

commander of New Sweden in 1639 to succeed Minuit . He arrived at 

Fort Christina with the second expedition on April 17, 1640, and 

remained here until 1643, when he returned to Sweden after the coming 

of Printz . For further facts about him see Johnson, s~edish Settle

ments , I , 120ft , 197ff ; II , 691-92. 111 

1 Amandus Johnson, The Instructions for Johan Printz , Governor 
of New Sweden (Philadelphia, 1930) , p. llln. 

Collated with source-JE per js. 



Samuel Godyn 
. ,£ 

:.J.., ~·, q (i~. 

Location: Delaware November 22, 1937. 

Subject: Samuel Godyn ; bio raphical notes. 

the 
"Godins Baija. Samuel Godyn, the ounder o.fi'Pwanendael Colony -

on the Horn (Hoere) Kill . The Bay in the elaware (at the Swanendael ) 

westward from Cape Henlopen as named in his honor. See Johnson , 

Swedish Settlements, I, 170-171."l 

"Samuel Godjn, Patroon of Swaandael, sold out to the lest 

India Company, July, 1634."2 

"The V nRenssalaer Bo ier papers say:-

"'During the two years ~hen the late Mr. Godijn and his 
people were trading to Swanendael, the Company received from the 
South River , throu their ervants, a no less quantity or skins 
than in former or later years, but he obtained his furs in addition 
to these by bartering 1th other tribes. 

"'This caused so much jealousy that the Company sent a 
Commis there, tradin clo e by the people of Godijn , deprived him 
in one year of over 500 skins in S ahendael alone. 9 "2 

1 Amandua Johnson, The Instructions for Johan Printz, Governor 
of New ~weden (Philadelphia, 1930), p. 68n. 

2 C.H. B. Turner, ome Records of Sussex County, Dela are 
(Philadelphia, 1909), p. 1. 

2 Ibid. p. 2. 

Collated with urces-JE per js. 



Location: LEWES, Delaware. November 22, 1937. 

Subject: Swanendael as seen by Doctor Amandus Johnson. -
When, in 1632, Charles I, of Great Britain, gnve to Cecilius 

Calvert, second Baron of Baltimore, the signed Charter of Maryland , 

including the territory now embraced by Delaware, the preamble 

thereof' described the chartered land as being ha.ctenus inculta ("not 

yet cultivated and planted"}: though in some parts thereof inhabited 

by a certaine barbarous people.2 Part of the chartered land, namely 

Swanendael, had been planted and cultivated by the Dutch in the year 

before the charter was issued, hence the expression hactenus inculta 

became a technicality whioh through long and bitter boundary disputes 

preserved the territorial integrity of Delaware. 

In view of this relation between Swanendael and elaware, it 
I 

seems rather surprising to see the following footnote by Doctor 

Amandus Johnson in a publication introduced by the President of The 

Historical Society of Pennsylvania, John Frederick Lewis, who callts 

Doctor Johnson "the greatest living authority upon the historical 

relations between Sweden and America", 3 
I 

nrt has been stated t t the beginnines of the State of Delaware 
must be traced to the settlement at Swanendael in 1631, but this 
settlement was wiped out after an existence o but a few months and 
it had no effect whatever on later history. The Swedish settlement 
at Christina, present Wilmington, was the first permanent settlement 
within the limits of the State of Delnware , and since .arch, 1638, 
white mer, have continued to live and multiply in tllis State. 
The settlement at Swnnendael bears somewhat t e sa relatio to the 
settlement at Christina aa the journey o Leif •ricsson bear to the 
voyage of Columbus; the one ~as an interestin episode, the ot er 
was a journey of historic consequence. See Johnson, S edish ttle
ments, I, 170ff."4 

l Clayton Colman Hall, Narratives of Early t aryland (New York , 
1910), p. 313. . 

2 Ibid. p. 101 ff. 
3 Johnson, The Instructions for Johan Printz, Governor of New 

Sweden (Philadelphia, 1930), p. xi. 4 Ibid. P• 19n. 
Collated with sources-JE per js. ' 
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t1v s of rly P ylvani 
e Jersey d D 1 war, 1630-1707. 

y Alb rt Cook r 1th p and a 
le Charles Scr1bne' Sons, ew York • 
• 101-102. 

In a 11k m er ve 

spoken about th En ish m1 

go rom H eke in Vi g1nia to 1 

peo 1 , out ixt e er on, and 

d to 

th bark d 1 

y C into the 

Vir inian ay th ·ipper, who h d con pired befor l and th 

th lm1 ht's opl to d atroy him, took ha cour e, not to d 

Cik than bu to C p H n • n they p th1 pl c 

and h co clos to an island the big oc an c 1 

eland, they coun 11 to et rho th houl 

they foun it visable not to kill him, tth tl 1r own hands 

d 1 l ithout cloth d n , but to put h 

hr ther 

V d b ars iv d, 

nor y oth r 1m l b t hr onl 

ich they - so did but t o young 

o... th nobil ty,, ho th kn a brou t and mo did not 

kno 0 thl.S onsp1racy on thy sa th mi fortun 0 th ir 

mast 1, th.re th ms l out of' th b rk into th se and 

shor and re 1n d 1 r. b 

tat En 1 h op 1 n by ' Island, 0 

th se yo a could c t i • Thi op took th 1 1t 

( s and bl ck s art on board and b th 

to h r cov e a ain. Butt lon 1ng 

to th kni t, th bark, c to our lf or on 

y I 643, and d or hi to d l d. I k 

8 

or their p spo1•t d h C th C , and sine I diately 

0 rv d t t y ere not rl ht in t eir d igna I t .ok th 
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with e ( 1 their o co ant, however) to hristin -
n order to by flour and oth r prov sions fro , an I 

ex n d t em until a servant aid ( ho h db en em loyed 

as as erwoman b the lm1ght) conf a d and betrayed them. 

Th n I caus d all th goods t ey had on h d to b inventoried. 

in th ir rese e, and Ike t t eopl prisoners until th 

e En 11 h sloop ich had saved t e kni t arrived he 1th 

the knight's l tt r , writ ,.,en not only t me but to all th 

overnor and co anders of the hole coast fro Flo ida north~ 

rd • Then I delivered th peopl unto him, bark and oods 1 

together, according to th invento , and h paid me my xp nses , 

hich ounted o 425 rix-dollara . Th principal men amo these 

tr i ors the kni t l s caused to b shot, but he hims lf is yet 

in V1rg1n1 and (ash repr sents) 1 ex ecting ships and eopl 

ut of Ireland and Engl nd . H gives free co 1s ion to 11 

sloo and barks icl come fro there to trade here in th river 

th he sav es , but I · ve not llowed any one to pass by and 

111 not do it, until I receive a co 

ajesty y oat Gr cious Queen. 

d and order from Her Royal 
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Dutch ule - The seat of overnment was placed --at Fort Casirr.:ir whose name i;1as chan<...,ed to .ew ... stel in 

1656 - fort r:hristina i.:as renamed 1 tena - Jacob Alr.' ch 

appointed ~irector at ew Amstel - In 1658, the country 

,ms now divided into court jurisdictions and the Swedes 

given a sort of self government at Tinicum Island - July 

20 (30) 1658, Jillian: Beekman appointed cow~1issary and 

vice director at Fort Altena - In the spring of 1G58, the 

Swedes were required to take the oath of alleg:..ance, b t 

object·ng t ey were allowed to adopt a non partisan osition 

Jacob Alrich died in 1659 and is succeeded by Alexander 

provisory director. 

Dutch Rule 1655-1664 - The colony was enerally 

peaceful - Ljttle known of the religio' s history of the 

Swedes and inns during this period - Customs and n.a1 ners 

district ms tre.nsferred to t e city of Arl:::terdam and 

IEnoyossa was made conn.· nder - .,any ne 'I lantatlons -vrnre be<...,un b t' .. e Sue 1es and •'inn" and land ra ts were 

r.-iade and confirmed b~ the Dutch. The domestic animals 

had increased and the settlement acquired a certain 

stability and form - On September 3d 1664 : ei:1 A sterdrun 

was taken by the Enclish - On tho same day Sir Robert Carrs 

arr·ved at the Delaware and on October 1st (11) t .e articles 

of ca itulation were signed. 

Reference - Swedish Settle. ents on the Delm·,are 
by An:andus Johnson 



(19) ile o . 230 

LOCALIT - ;.:J.;Lw·j ne;tcm,.. 

Submitted by - .,..lex Ramsay 

Date - December 16 , 1935 . 

English R le 1664 - 1673 - In l6t,4 the nan e of 

1 ew Arr.st el ,ms chan ed to . ew Castle - 1.,., I ay 1667 , 

icholls was su erse ~ by ir Irancis Lovelace as 'ov --
ernor of the :tutch c-ettlements on the Jorth and South 

Rivers . - In l~ay 1672 the tmm of IJevr Castle '.Jc...s erected j 
into a corporation - ,ben enn came over from En_land 

reac ing l.ew Castle Oct ober 27th 1682 . - He found that 

the ... wed.e colonists vrnre about one t ousand in number -
their settleliient was extende over a tract nearly two 

h ndred n.iles long and about ei__:ht or n::.ne m..:.les in 

breadth . - Havlng built tree churctes and five or six 

block houses and forts , clearir. up fo1·ests and draining 

swrur.ps - They lad discovered and worked the iron deposits 

of Iaryland in two or three .. laces . - They had built about 

a hundred houses - They had fenced in rruch of their land 

and made all their ovm clothes im orting nothing but the 

merest trifles . 

They had built reat ills and sn.w .·11s having 

four of the latter at the time of Penn ' s arrival - Accord

ing to Ferris , the frame house in ,7hich ,.,overnor ~ vclace 

entertained 'eor e Fox in 1672 vas made entirely of hewn 

timbers , the mortar and cement bein~ made of oyster shell 

lime - In 16 0 two years before Penn, Thomas Olive had 

finished his water m:11 at Rancocas Creek - Joost 

Andriansen and Co . 'bu.:.lt e. reat m:11 in 1662 -
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Enc::lish ~ule - r:1he Dutch ·ntroduced~k making 

on t:ie Delawar·e - The court house at U~n whic'1 it is 

said, Penn's first Assembly was held, was of bric'~. - The 

Sqedes not only ~sde tea out of the &nssa ras, ut brandy 

and beer fro the persimmon. - The Dutch had several brew

eries in t:10 settlement ln 1662 - Goff e w s hio-h and 

sca~ce the price be'ng pro~i it"ve - Jenn's ooks show 

that it cost e · hteen shillin ·s and sixpence per )ow1d in 

llew York - Tea cost twenty two to fifty s~illinP-s, currency 

a ')Ound - _ enn est9. lished a brm, ... 1ouc0 ~t 

as successful - The Swedes who mmed the land ad 

herds of cattle, forty and si ty head :n a 1erd. 

1he Jutch discovered and worked iron in the itta

tinny ount ·ns, - Charles Pickering found tne copper with 

ffJ/~ which he debased the Spanish seals, and the ;(/.,,? ine tree s1~lllnas on is land in Chester Co= 

(:}./ was oroba ly 3500 w~ite peo le in the province and ~erri

tories - A few 1vir;wams and not over tvrnYJty houses w.:. thin 

what is now Philadelphia County. ---

- - - - - -- - - - -
Reference - History of Delawtre. J. T. Scharf 

pp. 159 Vol. 1 
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Social life - In 1682, there 1ere small towns at 

Horekills, _ew Castle, Christina, pland, Burlin ton, and 

Trenton, and a wedish har11let or tvrn at 'I'inicl.un and near 

. icaco. 

- Before the end of Penn's first year ei~hty houses 

had been built ·n the new city of ~h:ladelphia and various 

industries inau 1rated - foen Penn left in 1684, 1is gov

erri ent was fully established, :1.is chief town 1 id out, 

his province divided into six counties and twenty two town

ships, also a fair and a aying trade 1,1ith the Ind"ans. 

- The no lation exceeded 7000 human beings of 

w ich, 2500 resided in Philadelphia. - .. hen Penn returned 

in 10 9, the po1ul tion exceeded 20, 00, and hiladel hia 

had nearly 5000 eoole - 'Ihe o ulation of both Philadel hia 

and the rovince was of ~he ost diverse character both 

rel.:.gious and ecular - 'lhe Swedes had no roads merely 

bridibe paths or cn.rria e by \ra.ter. - It was in 1686 that 

tie people of PhiladeLJhia ber;an to move for 0etter :1.i.[')1-

ways - In 16.2 the first control of roads was iven to the 

townships which la::::ted until the adopt.:.on of a eneraJ road 

law - The r,eneral tyne of houses is as follows - About 

thirty foot lon · and ei hteen foot· road divided into two 

rooms - Cost bout 15 pounds, 10s, - '[hese :10uses :--ad dirt 

floors, cl poo rd floors for ·arret. lo provision was m de 

for doors, w..:.ndown, or chimneys - Of the latter e&ch rouse 

ad one b ilt outside t e a le - lar e r·replace with a 
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Social Life stone 1 .. e rth 'I t s r.:. tted - 'I ables 

1ere m de of hffiln l• ber, and blocks, stools, and ½enches 

served as seats. - !1ude wooden bedsteads or berths v,ere 

contrived along the walls - And a feu bears.l{·ns in addition 

to the bedclothes brouvht over by every e i rant sufficed. 

The other furniture wo ld comprise c 1iefly ::i tchen utensils; 

pork fat, v1hale or ~tur eon oil, and pine knots or "light 

woods'' erved for art:ficial li htin ·• - Iron "rticlec Yere 

most costly and hardest to -et - Edvnrd ,Jones, at erion, -
writes in Au rust 1682, for nails, six petinies and ei~ht 

:1ennies, :'or r.::.11 iron, an iron kettle for his wife, and 

shoes all of which he says is dear. "Iron is about two and 

thirty or forty shillings a hundred, steel about ls 5d per 

pound." 

- A better class of houses than these clanboard 

with c.irt floors was soon tuilt. - JJUt the setvlers egan 

to lmrn .r~cks and construct houses of them, often with a 

timber fr ne work, in the old Tudor style - This sort of 

b ilding went on rapidly as soon as limestone ,,as quarried 

and burnt, 

- The better class of houses were more elaborately 

furnished - · est of' thee rly settlers im orted their fur

n·ture frol)l •urope - As yet not much mahogany or rosewood 

was used, but Mostly solid oak and walnut - There were 

rea t chests of ura., ers, massive buffets, solid ta"oles, 

with flaps and winers, stra:.:;nt back oak chairs, well 
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Social Life ---- carved leathern seated chairs , 
I 

st·dded with brass nails , and tall Dutch clocks . - uch of 

the table furniture w s pe1ter or col1l.J1lon delft ware , bra. s 

" and copper served in the ~itchen where tin·is used now -

' ood was the only fuel , and the very lar e fireplaces had 

reat iron do 0 s in them to hold the l ar e back lo s . -

Cranes and hooks s spended in these fireplaces , held ots 

for the boilinr; , and the roastin was done on spits or 

upon 11 jacksn which do ·shad to turn . 

- Bread was baked in an oven usually oubside the 

ouse , and the minor bakin in "Dut ch ovens 11 set u.non and 

covered with red hot coals . - '11he Quakers did not use 

stoves until enjamin ranklin induced them to use the 

Franklin stove - The wedes ... carcel r had c ~.mneys , uch 

less stoves , but t:he Ger.man settlers im orted the reat 

orcelain stoves - 11 well to do faTiilles had ood store 

of linen, bedclothes , blankets etc . - The washing was not 

often done , and the chests of drawers ere filled vitl. 

homes un . - spec.:.ally vms t.1is the case with t11e rerman 

settler s , who scarcely 1ivas ~ed up the '1.ouse and personal 

w. r more t1an once a quarter - Jn the ~ouses the own 

stair floors were sanded - There were no carpets s yet , 

not even 1c;ne made ones - Food w s plentiful ad the people 

1orked hard and aid not st·.,...t t 1emselves . 
{ 

- 'l1he peoples habits 11,ere simole - They were a ll 

lndustrious , and the l a.ws and sentiment of the influential 
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Social Life ----- classes frowned. uuon disnlay 

and extravagance . - The disorderly element roke bounds 

but they ;"ere soon c 1ecked - ,c.:-es e1•c compaI'.;..ti vely hi".]'h, 

labor was respectable and res ected . - In 1689 there\ ere 

sent to the est Indies , ten veS1scls freighted with colonial 

produce . - The san:e year fourteen t ar·,,.oes of tobacco were 

exported . - In 1698 the river front of Philadel hia abounded 

,,"th the conve iences and facilities for an extens ive 

commerce , and for building and repairing vessels as N"ell 

as loading and unloading em - Shin carpenters eqrned five 

and six sh:llings per day - The timber of the Susquehanna nd 

Lelaware vere somet mes sent a.cross the ocean - nBaron Ren-
" 7 frew'' states of one· easurin five thousand tons . 

he river·s teemed with fish as Richard Townshend 

stated in 1682 ''the first year colonists almost lived on 

fish 11 - The Delaware and the Schuykill and adjacent 'JOnds 

were the resort of myriads of wild foil , from swan and 

£reese , to reed birds . - It was the custom tnen, and remained 

so until long after the beginnin~ of the 1th century, for 

every house to be provisioned as ip ror a sie e . - The 

ardens yielded plentifully of all the comron vebetables -

The Indians su YJlied the colonists with their first peas , 

bea 1s , and sq as ms , taur;:1t them hov1 to bo 4 l 1ush, to 

pound ·1om~ ny, to roast the tender e" rs of corn - · 11ch pastry 

1;ras used , many weetr eats and Jicl·les . - 'I'he dress of the 

people in the early da. s was s ±mple , plain but not formal 
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Social Life - - --- ~ 11 wore wigs and entlemen wore 

the small sword . 

- The first ualrnr meetin'' house in P'1. ladelphia 

was built of brick in 1700 - In 1699 a rot~c bl d.:s -

tructive outbreak of ple risy occured at T land and ew 

Castle . - Small1ox Wc...8 a canst nt v:.sitor es .. ecially among 

the Indians . - The first lavvyer was ad itted to practice on -
ove. ber 7th 1676 - The fi r st feu years of the ei,.,.11.teenth 

century, sav1 very little change in the manners and customs 

of the people of ~elaware . ~ In ',ilmineton and other l arNe 

town of Delaware , many new brick buildin s were ilt , 

some of them two or three stories . - , arriages were ordered 

promul ated y affixing the intentions of the parties on 

the court - house and meeting house doors . Solemni ation of 

the rnarria,,.e was required by la, to have at least twelve 

subscribing vritnesses - . edd..i.ng cele rat.:.ons Here conducted 

on a very lavish scale . 

- I ills vere established rapidly nder the oro

prietary overnment . - Penn had tv10 on the Schuykill -

Richard 'Immshend had one at Chester , and one on Church 

Creek in 1683 . - The Society of .. ree Traders had a saw-m~ll 

and a lass house in i4iladelphia :i.n 1683 . - 'lhe saw- mills 

could not meet the demand for lumber , and in 16 t. hand saw

yers ,,ere paid six and seven shillin s per hundred - hinrles 

in 1698 sold for ten shillinrs ner thousand; Hemlock "cu11·ngs" 
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Social Life -- - -- ten shillings per hundred; timber 

six shillings per ton - r · ntz I s re'lt mill on the Karalcunfl' 

as soon cltplicated after the proprietary rovermaent took 

possession . - ':..'he Iran' ford comnany had established several 

in 1686 . - The Sv,ede ' s Church at .. icaco, still standin'r , 

was built of crick in 1700 . 

- The wealthy U"'ed chin:.;. cups and saucers , delft 

ware from En land, and massive s.:.lver waiters , bowls , and 

tankards . - lated ware 'l s unkno""m, and tho:.:rn \mo coi.: ld 

•. ot afford e.;enu·ne silver we.re , used pev,ter plates and 

dishes - • any used wooden trenchers - La ps ,;ere scarcel r 

lnown, d"pped cardles in brass ca dlesticks were mostly 

used - Carpets were first use in 1750 - Paper "for the 

ihinine; of rooms" as advertised by harles Har ·raves in -
1745 - It is likely that there were q1 ite a fffiT houces ln 

Dela,;rare wall pa~ ered by 1750- 60 - Enterta · ents 'i er-e fre 

q· ently ·iven marked by a 1~ ·e amount of convivlc.llty . -

The amusements of the people rnre for many years of the 

siriplest and most innocent kind - lefore the ?evolution 

cock f:i,_,ht.:.ng , bull aitin~, oxin- matches and bear baltlng 

were f'req1ently ind 1-ed in - Billiards were much in vorrue , 

though 1"'eq ently denounced as amb: · ng - ovrls , tennins , 

quoit throwin"' , bullets or "long boils" the snuffle board 

attracted many to the .:.nns and public ar ens - Among the 

other entertainments were concerts , ire v10rks , dancin,,. and 

travelin shows . - Lanc·ncr w s freely indul ed :i.n, tough 
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Social Life frowned u:ion by the Friends . -

Dancing-masters v::..si ted 'ilm · n~ton, and the lar er tmms 

occas·on lly - .uch atte t:on was paid tom sic , principally 

of a sacred chara ter - Invitations to parties and balls 

were -1rinted or , ri tten on the b c~s of la in cards -

Parties of n:urruners in :ilmin ton at the Chr:"tmas pe1~iod 

vent from house to house rec:t:ng rhymes - The custom 

w ich c_me frorr. En,.,.land, but did not find favor with all 

the people . - 'Ihe majority of the cff i fferent reli i us sects , 

it was a day for fum::..ly reunions and social gatherLnes , as 

~ell as a religious festival - 'I'he ,.,ermans first introduced 

the nhristmas tree - For some years after the Rev oiliution, the 

old Fn li~h festival of 1 ay ay was ke t y certa·n sections 

of the peo le - Two otner annivor~ariei , ashin ton ' s 

irthday, and the Fourth of' July ere enthusiastically 

celebrated - The inn rhich was of r·ral ori in accomodated 

"man and beast" Y ile the t vern of city ori in 'lad more 

the character of dr:n· in house - The ord"nary was an 

eatin3 house so etbin et veen a re· taurant and a boardirn=.: 

ouse - ~tores in .ilmington were quite plentiful 1ith a 

vreat variety of roods Every ou~e ·enerally, had its well -

ublic 'rps wer-e not Ill 1erous ·or some years - There :;ere 

no public clocks on the streets , but sun dials rnre af"'ixed 

to the ,alls of houses for 1 lie convenience - Fe1 people 

carried watches - Je rnlry, of ,, 1ich the fe1 ale sex: me.de a 

dis la.r, w s ittle uorn by men . - Very few Delawareans 
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Social Life ----- kept a carr age as travel·n w s 

r ncipally on horseback - In ~oinr to church or fa:r~ , the 

woman rode behind the man on a pillion - There ,·ere few 1~1red 

s0rvants in those days , menial labor was done lJy black slaves 

and f!erman , L.;nglish and Irish redem tioners . - ervants 

,rere re arded as for ing an ·nte ral art of the ~ .:.1y -

The practice of .;..mportin uindente~ servants" continued in 

force down to the revolPtion - The aver e r:."t.ce of these 
I 

serva ts ras fourteen pounds for four ;rears service - In the 

newspapers of that time ( 1768- 9) attaclcs s.nd defense of 

black slavery ppeared , but no objection of reducin~ 1.:.te 

men to slavery - any vol1.111tarily sold themselves into 

slavery - They could be tra sfer ed by one master to another , 

and sold 1·ke cods , or chattels , mt:1 their indentures 

had x i :eed - !J'rnls so frequent in n land , ,.ere of rare 

occ 'r·rence in elaware In 1771 ~its in the azettes 

ridiculed the eople 110 use~ mibrel:as The doctors and 

ini ters ~t last carried the l brel:as tr u ;' the streets 

at .:.dday and f'nally silenced the o osttion - ~he pract·ce 

of wearin...,. wigs held their own until after the retur-n of 

raddock 1 s army - The hair Ta"' then allo rnd to ,..,.rov, , and 

was e ther pla · ted or clubbed be· ind or it was rmm in a 

black silk ba , adorned with a lar e black rose - From this 

it dw.:.ndled down to the queer little "pirtail . 11 

Reference - J . T . • charf , Vol . 1 . pp . 170 . 
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1, 1938 

EARLY POPULATIO - •LA A 

The tir t x dition t arrived on th shore pf he 

Chri tina, bro t, in dd1t1on to Gov rnor P ter inuit, 

tw n 1-four or tw nty-ti oldi rs, II 11 on Klin, -
heir 

V ntu Gr gori us Van Dye. ... 
sion r, and an ad-

1nu1t left then w colony 

hortly ter t er o ion~ P rt Chri ti la 1n a total 

number ot 27 or 28 urop • on t.be lawar. The numb rot 

1mm1 ants coming on th oond x di lon 1 uakn n. How-

v r, it brou tan w reach r, the v. io Torkillus, 

P ter Hollander Ridder, new ov rnor, an Joo t V n I&ngdonk, -taotor, and 1t is s ppo ed t ta num r •o 1mm1gr nts cam 

wi b m. 

The tb1 p t twenty t 1lle tr Holland, 

about 1'1fty soul 1n all, and uoc eding exp 1t1on bro t 

addition l m n, w n and children. However, many di from 

dia aee and other return d to Sw n, o that in 16 4 a 11 t 

ot ml 1nhab1 tot 1 of 105 1n th colony. In 

1648 another 11 t hows 83 lee, and in 1653, Gov rnor Printz, 

in letter tat d that th re wer about 200 soul , including 

wom n nd ohildr n in w Swed n. Upon the rriv: of the 

~ 1n 1654, th population inor d to 270 p rson. y -bad died, others had oved Y, it 1 r cord d that the 
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ti blee, w1 307 ot th th at Sho of the 
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.111 h ld o .. t 1 e C t e 01 F ru 21 , 1683 , 

and on t det 11'7 ook an o .I. of llo 1 nc. r 

l 83 to 1687 li 'b re co piled a ollo : 

1 3- 1 8 -5 1 5- l - 7 

To n of e C tle 108 104 73 79 

• Christin Cr ek 65 7 5 76 

• • Cr 7 2 4.-0 43 

G ore' Or ek nd 4 65 57 
Appoqu 11em 

Tot 1 219 269 24'7 289 

It di ·cult toe ti t he numb r of p rsona pe:.: f ly. 

n 1 92 a li t of ~ d h · di in 

pu li hed by Co pani • 1 at containod name f 18 

i'a.m li s and num er in ch. It totaled 942 person , an 

v ra e of iv pr on 1 • Us ng th ver e , t e 

tot l population in 1687 would bav been 1445. 

ous nde of r t ollowe enn into ne count • 
ertile D la are a land.a attract ny but an actual census 

as not taken u11til 17 o. :ih Ora or d , siona 
:.--

at • V r, : t t d th d be.pt! en 220 n 2 o. In 

17 _1 UI' u.., r t r f in his church --at over 3 2. n r, 2 , b t t d t up n t C 1 
, tion I can mak , I ind t ere are 1005 famili i th coun ... 
K nt . 0 

1c ard nn, in 1734, ti t d e total pop tion of th 

ee L rnr o ·1t1 70,000, tin 1778 th onulation 

esvi ted a 30, 000; 5 , in 17 5; 50, 000 in 

17 • 
o 1790 h 

s may be n arly c ro.rat a th censu fi 

total po ul tion r 59 , 096 . 
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in the three Lower Counties, Petition of R. 
in Acts of Privy Council, Unbound paper, 234-439. 
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Julia Stewart 

January 3, 1940 

DELAWARE POETS -

THE ARTS . 
Literature 

The number of major Delaware poets has been limited. 

A great amount of Delaware poetry was written by minor poets 

who were en aged in some money-making profession and enjoyed 
a 

poetry writing as a sideline or/hobby. The topic has usually 

been the local coloring of Delaware or descriptions of his

torical spots or happenings. Historical Delaware has been 

enriched many times by a lavish flow of expressive words from 

the pen of a man or woman whose name may or may not be remem

bered but for a poem or poems which may have been written. 

The supply of poetical suggestion has never run dry in Dela

ware. From single poem to a paper bound volume, the poems are 

varied and innumerable as to subject or type. 

Although the works of Delaware poets have not been world 

famous, they have contributed much to the preservation of 

Delaware background. The major poets have given several single 

volumes of poetry which have been e, credit to the State. The 

most important of these were written by Dr. John Lofland who 

was truly all his nickname implies-- 11The Milford Bard. 11 He 

wrote a number of articles pertaining to the peop1e or the sur

roundings of the places writton about. He also wrote numerous 

tales of scenes along the Brandywine. Because of his being an 

opium addict his writings were sometimes neglected and quite 
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THE ARTS 
Literature 

often he was unable to write. He was known for his popular 

scientific lectures and orations of various types. Even 

though he was sometimes very poorly paid his efforts were 

never in vain. 

George Alfred Townsend must also be classified as a 

leading Delaware poet. He was a carpenter who turned to minis

try. Most of his work was affected by the local coloring and 

history of Delaware. He wrote Tales of the Chesapeake. This 

volume contains "The Ticking Stone," a story of the White Clay 

Creek Country, and "The Big Idiot," which is a story of the 

Dutch in old New Castle. Several other volumes were written 

by Townsend, among them Campaigns of a ~on-Combatant. 

Many notable poems were written by some of the minor 

poets. Among these argaret T. ~ by, and her Flowers From 

The Battlefield. E •. M. Chandler, who wrote "The Brandywine, 11 -
was born in 1807 and died in 1834. Caleb Harlan was also a -noted minor poet, contributing "Delaware I s Tribute to Columbus. 11 

Among the list of the minor poets can be mentioned: 
Q. 

Francine Pyle Robinson, Mary Ella Michner Hoopes, .Amanda Pyle -
Michener, Annie .I:!;• Michener, 'mily P. Bissell, George P. Hynson, - -
Arthur Peterson, William Penn Shockley, ~lizabeth Margaret ~andler, -
Rev. William ~ kett, Eben N. Baldwin, Alden R. Be~son, Margaret 

Appleby, Robert Burton Rodney, c. L. Ward, Nathaniel B. Smithers, - -
and Jerome B. Bell • 

. -
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Literature 

The poetry of Dolaware in most cases has not been among 

the famed. Still, the state is a small one and the few poets 

deserve much credit. 



Guy K. Browning 
El. Thompson-Walls 
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Encyclopedia 
History 

CU RE T 

INDIAN CHIEE!sDEED TO PETER BAYARD ..... -

F LE 

Bee it knowne unto all men by these presents that I Mechaecksitt -
Chiefe Sachama of Cohan.sink sole Indian ovmer and proprietor of 

that tract Land Commally called by the Christians Bampies hook 

and the Indians Newsink for &· in Consideration of one Gunn four hand 

fulls of owder Three Matscoats one Acher of Liquor & Kittle before 

the En.signing & Delivery hereof to mee in hand Paid and de}ivered 

by Peter Bayard of New Yorke wherewith I acknowledge AfD Confess 

myself to bee fully satisfied Contented AND Paid and therefore doe 

hereby Acquit Exon.orate and fully Dicharge the said Peter Bayard 

for the same HAVE GIVEN GRANTED BARGAINED SOLD ASSIGNED TRANSPORTED 

and J'iADE over by these presents doo fully clearly and absolutely 

give Grant Eargaine Sell Assign Transport & Make over unto him the 

said Peter Bayard his heirs and Assign.es all that tract of Land 

Called Bompeis hook AFsd. lying an~being on the WEST side of Deiawar 

River and at the mouth thereof Beginning at a Great ~ond and a 

little Creeke Issuing out of the said Pond being the uppermost bounds 

of these Land & streching down along the said River to small Ducke 

Creeke Including and Comprehending all the Lands woods underwoods 

Marshes Creekes & Waters between the said uppermost Pond and Creeke 

Ducke Creeke Afsd. To HAVE AND HOLD the said tract of Land Marshes 

& Premises with all & Singular the Appurtenances as also all the 

Right Title and Interest of him the 2 d. Machacksitt his heirs & 

Assigns therein unto the said Peter Bayard his heirs & Assigns unto 

the soale and Proper use & behoofs of him the said Peter Bayard and 

his heirs and assigns forever IN Witness whereof he the sd. Machacksitt 

hath here unto sett his Hand and Seale at Iew Castle in Delaware this 

4th of May 1679. 

I 
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Buy I. Browning 
El.Thompson-~alls 

Signed Sealed & Delivered in the presence of us. Was Subscribed 

I. Haes --John Adams 

as Interpereter 

H. Williams Narjngle. -

The signing or arking. 
/ Mechacksit t 

'/ 

This s the mark 08 
Maifoappenahin 
.1echacksi tt. 

EPH . Herman Ger. 

the sone of 

This above is a true copy of the original Deed Recorded & Examd & 

made. 
EPH . Herman. 

Source of Information: 

Book A. Vol. 1, P. 62, 63. 
Deeds Record Office, New Castle County, Wilmington, Del. 
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History 

CUR RENT 

Extract from The Delaware Gazette, Saturday, August 15, 1795. 
Resume of a meeting reported in the Gazette. 

Fl LE 

In this issue is the report of a Town Meeting to consider the 

treaty concluded by John Jay between the United States and Britain. 

The citizens met first at the upper Market House, where Dr. James 

Tilton was chosen Chairman. Then the meeting adjourned to the Presby

terian meeting-house, near the Academy, which wa so crowded that many 

had to remain outside. There were said to be present upward of 500 

people. Robert Coram was chosen secretary. 

Caesar ~ ney spoKe first, and moved a resolution to the effect 

that it was the constitutjonal right of freemen to assemble peaceably and 

express their opinions of public measures. The Jay Treaty was then 

ordered read. 

,Tohn Dickinson was called upon to speak, but he said it was the 

place of the younger men to discuss the subject. 

Caesar Rodney then talked at length, opposing the treaty. Dickinson 

at the conclusion of Rodney's speech spoke over two hours. 

The question--Does the Treaty meet with the approbation of this 

meeting?-- was unanimously decided in the negative. 

Jacob Broom moved a committee of 9 be appointed to draw up a 

memorial to be sent to the President of the United States, expressing 

disapprobation of the Treaty. 

The Committee consisted of John Dickinson, James Tilton, Caesar - -
Rodney, Jacob Broom, Arc bald Alexander, John James, Joseph Warner, - --
Isaac Starr, Sen. -

The citizens then adjourned to meet at the same place at 5 P.M. 

on Saturday, August 8. 
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Extract from The Delaware 
~azette, Sat. August 15,1795 

At that meeting, John Dickinson read the report. It was ratif ed 

and sent to President Wahington. A copy of the report is printed in 

full, as is the reply of President Washington, which was the same as 

the letter he sent to the Selectmen of Boston. 

Extract from The Delaware Gazette, Aug. 15, 1795 

Christiana Bridge, Aug.8, 1795. 

nA Rexpectable number of the friends to Liberty and the Rie;hts of 

Man met at this place, in order to shew their determjned disapnrobation 

of the late Treaty, and the conduct of the Senators from this State, 

wh"ch they did in the following manner: 

The Effigies of John ~ , John Vining and Henry ~ imer, were 

seated in a cart, their backs foremost, with their names, a.nd last 

words fixed in their mouths, in the attitude of speaking to each other: 

It's true, I am infamous Jay, 
Who for Gold, my Country did betray. 

You said, the Gold you would divide, 
Now we all three, like traitors ride. 

It 1 s true, we all have traitors been, 
I with the Gold, I'd never seen. 

In this position, they were paraded down the Main Street, and 

across the bridge, followed by a great number of spectators; then 

returned, and proceeded to the hill above the meeting house, where a 

gallows and fire were prepared to receive them. They soon disappeared 

in the smoak and flames of the latter, which may all the enemies and 

traitor~ to these United States if not in a material fire may then be 

annihilated in the fire, flames, and Zeal of Liberty. The business of 

the day was conducted and concluded with the greatest Harmony. 

Note. To preface th~s descrjption was the following: 

Long live the 
Reppublic. 

Messrs. Erynberg and Andrews: 
Please to give the following a place in the Delaware Gazette. 
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History 

CURRENT Fl LE 

In The Delaware Gazette-Extra- of Wednesday, June 26, 1797 

there is published several columns of an expostulatory letter to 

George Washington, of Mount Vernon, on his continuing to be a pro
~ 

nrietor of slaves, by - Edward Rushton 

from a pamphlet published in Liverpool in 1797. 

History 

In The Delaware Gazette, May 13, 1797, was printed the 

following note: Wilmington 

11 0n Thursday evening last, arrived here, Thomas Jefferson, Vice 
President of the United States; the following morning he proceeded 
on his way to the seat of Government." 
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History 

LIRRENT f I LE 

List of American Prizes (Ships) - War of 1812. 

Niles' Weekly Register, 
Vol. 3., Pages 

10, 
30, 
48, 
60, 
94, 

109, 
127, 
143, 
159, 
173, 
192, 
207, 
224, 
239, 
256, 
270, 
288, 
302, 
319., 
334, 
346, 
366, 
383, 
414. 

Vol. 5, Pages 

303, 
336, 
367, 
414. 

Vol. 8, Pages 

106-113. 

Vol. 4, Pages 

31, 
53., 
72, 
86., 

120, 
134., 
151, 
184, 
197, 
213., 
228, 
247, 
264, 
296, 
311, 
340, 
356, 
392. 

Vol. 6, Pages 

71, 
150, 
215, (see #940), 
281, 
372. 

Vol. 5, Pages 

46, 
63, 
79, 

104, 
119, 
136, 
152., 
175., 
187, 
208, 
219, 
256, 
269. 

Vol. 7, Pages 

15., 
118, 
290. 
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HIS'I'ORY 

CUR T F l E 
Extracts from Delaware State Journal (Statesman and Blue 

hen's Chicken), Vilmington, Friday, ay 29, 1857. 

THE STEAM FRIGATE MI iliESOTA.--A great number of persons -
visited this steamer at Fhiladelphia, on Tuesday, and on board 

and about the Navy Yard quite a lively scene was presented. 

The hundreds of visitors found something to admire in the uUn

nesota at -v •hatever point they would. direct their attention. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
In addition to the pivot guns, the innesota will carry 

26 nine inch guns, and 14 eight inch, most of which will be 

taken on board at the Gosport Navy Yard, where the vessel will 

touch previous to sailing for China vith Yinister Reed on 

board. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

At the stern, on this deck, are the Epartments of Capt. 

DuPont, those generally occupied by the Commander having been -
given up to r .. r. Reed. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

The following is a list of the officers: 

Captain, Samuel~. Dupont; First Lieutenant, Wm. B. -
Renshaw; second do., etc., etc. 

* * * * * * - * * * * * * 
THE remains of Dr. JA?/'ES TILTON will be re-interred in 

the ilmington and Brandywine Cemetery, on 'l'HUHS AY, June 4th, 

1857, a t 7 o'clock, P. M. 

The Physicians of the State, and citizens generally, are 

respectfully invited to attend. 

H.F. ASKEW, 
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BRITISH PEACE coiw::s8 IO} OF 1778 
STAYED AT NB~ CASTLE 

ENCYCLOPEDIA FILE 

History 
New Castle 

The British Peace Commission of 1778 , consisting 
of 

of the Earl/Carlisle, illiam Eden, afterwards ~aron 

Auckland, and George Johnstone, arrived at New Castle -
on the man-of-war Trident, 64 guns, a few days prior to 

June 6, 1778. The Trident had arrived at Henlopen on 

June 1. Some time between the 1st and the 6th, they 

halted at Hew Castle, probably the 3rd or 4th. On the 

4th, they had sent ahead to Howe in Philadelphia to an

nounce their arrival. On the 6th, they received at New 

Castle a note in reply from Bowe . Be was sending an armed 

sloop to take them to Philadelphia. Apparently all the 

time the Trident was at New Castle they did not disem

bark at the town. Of their trip from New Castle up the 

river to Philadelphia in the sloop, Carlisle wrote that 

they were troubled because the British did not control 

the river banks. He wrote further: 

"The s ff d t ti th t ff enemy were u ere .o ac n e mos o en-

sive manner under the ouns of our ships of war. No boat 

was permitted by the inhabitants of either side to ap

proach the shore. No fresh provisions were furnished to 

the sick. And we as we passed •••• were insulted by a 

party of riflemen who fired several shots at us, which, 

though striking at too great a distance to occasion the 

least alarm, yet manifested the malevolence as well as 

rashness of their intentions. 118 
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The commissioners had a long conference with Lord 
~ --

Howe on the 7th. •eneral Howe had already sailed from 

Philadelnhia, and Sir Henry Clinton, succeeding him as 

commander, tcok his place on the commission. Concili

atory bills passed by Parliament had been sent by Lord 

Howe to the President of Congress, Henry Laurens. 

Laurens answered, letter received by the commissioners 

on Jiine 9th. They answered ·the same day. Conp-ress 

heard the letter read on the 13th, that is, part of it, 

a motion being made "not to proceed farther, because of 

the offensive languap-e. 11 Answer was made by Congress 

on the 17th---they were disposed to peace onlv if inde

pendence was acknowled~ed or the ~ritish fleets and armies 

were gone. 

The commissioners had to leave Philadelp~ia before 

the reply from Con~ress. They returned on June 16th to 

the Trident, still lying at New Castle. "The Trident 

left the Delaware on the 28th and reac '-ed Nev, York two 

days later." 

It would thus appear that the commissioners spent 

a considerable portion of the month of June 1778 aboard 

the man-of-war Trident, which lay all of this time off 

New Castle. Thev were at New Castle for several days 

before the 7th, and they were· there from the 16th to 

the 28th. 

"Thomas Robinson, a refu_ee from Delaware, ,Jl>628.32." 

This was relief money given to Loyalists ind stress. 
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History 
New Castle 

Pag e 91, Secret History of t r1e American Revolution , 

Carl Van Doren, 1941. 

"There v,ere refup.-ees in hiladelp"lia (in 1 778) 

from New Jersey, Delaware, and ii'iaryland. 11 Page 92, 

ibid. 

Information for above taken fron Secret qistorv of the 
Amerioan Revol ution, by Carl Van Doren, 534 pp., The 
Viking Press 1 1941. 



J. J. Donohoe 
December 29, 1939 

Old Swedes Glebe .--

History 

On rtay 18, 1703, the record of a transaction between nAnne 

Stalcop, widow, of Christiana Creek in the County of New Castle in the ---territories of Pennsylvania and Charles Springer, yeoman, Churchwarden 

or Trustee for the care and management of the Swedes Church at Christ ne. 

was filed. 

This indenture witnesses that Anne Stalcop 

'for and in consideration of the sum of one 
hundred and sixty pounds current silver money 
of Pennsylvania paid by the said Charles Springe~-
a.nd likewise in pursuance of a certain agreement·~ 
in writing made between John Stalcop, dec 1d, her 
late husband and the sd. Char"Ies Springer and 
other churchwardens, bearing date the twenty
ninth day of September one thousand six hundred 
ninety and nine -- doth grant, bareain, confirm, 
sell and release all that certain plantation and 
tract of land situate, lying and being on the 
north side of Christina Creek-

beginning at a cor•ner marked Spanish oak; standing 
near the head of a small branch or Rj_vulet which 
divided this from Christian Stalcop 1 s land thence 
by a line of marked trees wh :icri"' divides this from 
the Widow Stalcop 1 s land north thirty seven degrees 
westerly four hundred and sixty perches to a corner 
marked White Oak, thence by a line of marked trees 
south fifty-five degrees westerly seventy four 
perches to a corner stake thence by a line of 
marked trees which divides this from Samuel Pe rson's 
land south thirty seven degrees easterly four hundred 
and forty-four perches to a corner stake thence by 
a line thr rugh the middle of the street which divides 
this from Samuel Peterson's land south thirty four 
degrees thirty minutes vesterly fifty six perches 
to a corner hawthorne bush standing by Christina 
Creek side thence down by the side of the creek 
south forty nine degrees easterly twenty eight 
perches to the mouth of a small branch or rivulet 
which divides this from the land of Christian 
Stalcop, thence up tLe side of the said rivulet 
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north forty five degrees easterly one hundred 
and tv1enty perches to the first mentioned Soanish 
oak, containing t,o hundred and eight acres of 
land or thereabouts. As also another tract or 
parcel of land lying back in the vo ods, beginning 
at a corner marked Nhite Oak, being a corner tree 
of Andrew Stalcop's land and from thence of a line 
north eign en degrees easterly ninety perches to 
a corner marked white oak, then by a line north 
fourteen degrees easterly seventeen perches to a 
corner post standing about fourteen foot distants 
of a corner marked hickory and on the northeast 
side thereof and also near a branch of fua..:t.tle 
Snake Creek, thence by a lined viding -fnrs from 
the Widow Stalcop's land north fifty five degrees 
westerly three hundred and seventy perches to a 
corner post standing in a line of Benjamin Stidham's 
land, by a line dividing this from the said Stidham 1 s 
Land south fifty degrees westerly one hundred and 
eleven perches to a corner marked poplar standing 
by a swamp, thence by a line south forty two 
degrees easterly fourteen perches to a corner white 
oak, thence by a line dividing this from land of 
Andrew ~ lcop south fifty five degrees easterly 
four hundred and six perches to the first mentioned 
white oak, containing and laid out for two Hundred 
and seventy two acres, for which last-mentioned tract 
of land John StJJ.]. cop, in his lifetime, did give in 
exchange unto the Churchwardens of the said church, 
as af'oresaid. Another tract or parcel of land, 
situate in the Said County of the like quantity of 
acres and of like value of the last herein mentioned 
and also half of the Hooke Meadow, situate and lving 
between the Ferry Point and the Rivulet which divides 
Christian Stalcop's land and the tract first 
mentioned herein." 

These lands were to be used 

"for the benefit and advantages of such minister 
as shall preach tbe Word of God there and be ap
proved by the Churchwarden or Churchwardens of the 
said church for the time being and the Congregation 
and members of the sd. church or the Major part 
thereof to inhabit and dwell upon. 0 

It was provided, however, that 

"always and nevertheless it is the true intent and 
meaning of these presents and of the Farties to the 
same that the Churchwarden on Churchwardens of 
the sd. Church together and with approbation of 
the minister thereof shall full power and Absolute 
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authority and are hereby impowered and authorized 
to grant, bargain, sell, convey, exchange or dis
pose of the said tracts of lands and premises with 
appurtenances and every and any part thereof to 
and for the benefit, use and advantage of the sd. 
church. 11 

-i~- The agreement referred to was made between John Stalcop and -
"the Reverend Minister Ericus Biorch, ~inister of 
Christeen Congregation, Mr. W:--'ttollin stogey, 
Brewer Senneke, Jacobus vn• re Ver and -aiarles 
Snringer-;-churchwardens or the aforesaid congre
gation. 1 

The land in"olved in this agreement is described as 

"s. certain tract or plantation lying and situate 
upon Christeen Creek commonly called the Old 
Land, w ach had been formerly in the possession 
of Charles Bickering, and which contains about 
500 acres.u 

Stalcop states: 

11 1, John Stalcop, for a valuable consideration, 
that is ori""e hundred and sixty pounds of silver 
money paid in hand and forty pounds silver money 
to be paid the first of January, next, doth 
freely sell this aforesaid plantation for church 
land for a minister to live upon and dispose of 
what they think fit. 11 

References 

Recorder of Deeds Office: Deeds Record G, vol. 1, pp. 576, 579. 
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The Title of Penn's Heirs -

HISTORY 

CURRENT Fl LE 

Extract from The History of An Old Philadelphia Land Title by 

John Frederick Levlis. Page 15 to 19. 

William Penn, at the accession of William and Mary in 1688, 

deprived a-iffl of his government reannexed the Province to the 

jurisdiction of Yew York. 

iiotwithstanding all the charges against Penn, his friends 

became active, and upon 20 August 1694, the Crown, by formal 

Royal Letters Patent, reinstated Penn's government and reasserted 

the validity of his title. {]inutes of the Provincial Council of 

Penna . Vol. 1, 472.) 

By this time Penn's resources had become crippled. He 

had often misplaced his confidence and was probably a poor manager . 

In 1708, he and his son William Penn, Jr., his heir apparent, - -
mortgaged almost his whole estate in Pennsylvania and the three 

Lower Counties, to Henry Gouldney, Joshua Gee , Sylvanus Grove, - -
John ~cods, Thomas Callowhill, Thomas Oade, Jeffery Pennell and - - -
Thomas Cuppage, to secure the payment of b6600, within two years -with interest, and granted these mortgagees power to sell in 

default of payment. Penn died at the age of 74, 30 July 1718, 

and by his will, which was not dated, but which was republished 

27 May 1712, devised the Government of the Province, to his friends: 

the Earls of Oxford, Lortimer, and Poulett, to dispose of it to 

the '<lueen or any other person to best advantage they could. 

He devised all his land in Pennsylvania or elsewhere in America 

to trustees, to sell sufficient thereof to pay his debts, and then 
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to convey to the three children of his son V'illiam Penn and to 

his daughter, lrs . Letitia Aubrey, 10,000 acres each, and finally -
to convey the residue of his interest in the Province, to the 

children of Hannah Callowhill, his second wife, in such proportion --as she might direct. (General Title of the Penn Family to Pa. 

(1900) 8, 10, by Cadwalader Rawle.) 

The Title of Penn's Heirs 

After Penn's death, questions arose as to whether the 

devisees under his will of the Government of the Provinces took 

as against his heir-at-law; whether he had not already carried 

out the trust by a contract with the Queen to sell the Government 

of Pennsylvania; and whether the effect of this contract was not 

a legal conversion, upon equitable principles, so that his interest 

therein became the property of his widow. The trustees were afraid 

to act, except by order of the Court. Suit was thereupon entered, 

and the Court of Exchequer decreed, 4 July 1727, establishing 

Penn's will as against the heir-at-law. 

Hannah Penn, 18 November 1718 had made disposition of the -
Province, in accordance with Penn's will, and afterwards, 

7 January 1725, had made a new appointment. After her death her 

surviving children by deed dated 5 July 1727, agreed that half 

of the Province should be conveyed to John Penn in fee simple, 

and the other half to Thomas and Richard Penn in fee simple as -
tenants in common. 

The mortgage debt of ~6600 having been repaid in full, 

Joshua Gee and John foods , the surviving mortgagees, in whom -
the legal title to the Province had become vested by right of 
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survivorship, released their interest by Lease and Release, 

January 13 and 14, 1729. 

In 1731, the descendants of Penn by his first wife, Gulielma, 

released their claims, excepting their own private holdings. 

In 1735, Samuel P:!_ston and John ~ gan, the surviving trustees 

under Penn's will, likewise released to Jonn, Thomas, and Richard 

Penn. 

In 1743, John, Earl Poulett, son of Earl Poulett, survivor -
of the devisees of the Government of the Province, surrendered 

the Government to John, Thomas, and Richard Penn, so that the 

entire title, both to the soil, and the Government became vested 

finally in John, Thomas, and Richard. 

The three sons had entered into articles of agree.nent, in 

1732, that each, upon his death, would devise his share to his 

eldest son, in tail-male, with remainder to other sons in like 

manner. 

John Penn died in 1746, unmarried. He devised his share 

to his brother Thomas for life, with remainder to the first 

and other sons of Thomas. 

Richard Penn died in 1771, and devised his share to his son -John for life, with remainder to John's first and other sons in 

tail-male. 

Thomas died in 1775, having limited his share by the 

provisions of his marriage settlement, to himself for life, with 

remainder to his first and other sons successively in tail-male. 

The Declaration of Independence and the Revolutionary Nar 

ended the political supremacy of the Prourietaries, and it was 

manifestly contrary to the policy of any Commonwealth, to allow 
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the ownership of the soil to remain in a single family. The 

Assembly took up the matter in 1779, and submitted certain 

questions to Chief Justice McKean, who answered that in his 

opinion, the Penn title was absolute and free from trusts for the 

benefit of the settlers. A Committee of the House was therefore 

appointed, who took an opoosite view, and, while admitting the 

validity of the Proorietary title, held that it should be considered 

as a public trust for the benefit of those who had settled in 

Pennsylvania, and concluded that Penn had no right to reserve 

quit-rents which were badges of slavery. They recommended that the 

title to the soil be vested in the Commonwealth and the quit-rents 

be abolished. Uoon 27 November 1779, the Assembly adopted the 

views of its Connnittee and passed an Act vesting the estate of 

the Proprietaries in the Commonwealth and abolishing the quit-rents. 

This Act is the basic title of all subsequent conveyances. 

It sets forth that the Charter was granted Penn, to enlarge the 

bounds of human society, and for the benefit of the settlers in 

the Province, and that the claims made by his descendants were 

inconsistent with the safety, liberty and hap iness of that 

society. By a sweeping exercise of the right of eminent domain, 

the Act vested the soil of Pennsylvania in the Commonwealth, and 

committed its disposal to the Legislature, excepting the estates 

which the Proprietaries possessed in their private capacity. All 

uit-rents reserved by the Proprietaries were abolished. The 

books and papers of the old Land Office were transferred to the 

officers of the new Goverruuent, and an appropriation of bl30,000 

Sterling was made to the Proprietaries out of regard for the 

memory of the Founder and for the welfare of his family. 
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The invalidity of this Act is apparent uuon its face. It 

has been questioned by the ablest lawyers of Pennsylvania, but 

whatever doubt might have existed as to its legality was finally 

settled by the fact that the Penn family accepted the apnropriation 

and is now forever barred from questioning the title of the 

Commonwealth. 

cg 



James B. Cheyney 
April 25, 1940 

PET11Y BUSI1ESS VOICES SILENCED 

The racuous cries of "Old Iron," "Knives or Scissors to 

Grind!", "Old Rags and Bones! 11 , have faded out these recent 

years and the trades have taken on a new form without the 

earlier distracting boisterousness. The methods of their 

business have been modernized or the trades themselves have 

been abandoned. The long depression following the disastrous 

near panic of~~ 1929, however, awakened some of the 

previously hushed crie~ for the bread and butter problem turned 

a few of these merchants or industrialists back to the former 

vocations. 

Possibly the old umbrella man is nearest total eclipse. 

He was an unkempt individual who patrolled the streets of the 

city in stormy seasons calling, in almost despairing tones, 

"Any umbrellas to mend?" About his shoulders was strapped a 

bundle of handles and ribs of umbrellas, which with a pair of 

ancient pliers, constituted his material, mechanical equipment. 

Umbrellas with fractured ribs or broken handles were regarded 

as worth the cost of "renewals" in early days when the bones 

from whales were utilized to maintain the spread. Often, too, 

the family umbrella was much esteemed and was mounted on a staff 

of some fine wood or topped with an ivory handle. Not much faith 

was placed in the stabllity of those strolling mechanics and 

their greatest trade was in stormy times. 

With the coming of less expensive and more durable rain 

shields the vocation of the menders faded until it has literally 

gone into discard. In recent years the mender's voice has been 

seldom heard unless perhaps when hunger nressed he took up his 

old kit and tried to reawaken his dead business. At best his 
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traffic was insignificant and it was a rare, lucky day that 

he could take in more than fifty cents, not more than enough 

then to nay for worn shoe leather. The "umbrellas to mend" 

mechanic may be said to have passed from the modern picture. 

The knife grinder was the most exalted of any of the group • .---
Originally he carried his emery wheel, mounted on a square 

tower-like frame wh ch was strapped on his back and geared to 

a bell so that with every revolution the ringing sound, plus 

his far carrying call, would apprise housewives of his approach. 

Those needing his services would appear at their doors and wait 

and watch him at work - the grinding required but a few minutes. 

They were doubtless fearful lest the whirling, fast cutting wheel 

would destroy the temper of their ludxXax0~ fine steel. It 

sent fountains of brilliant sparks from the blades which indicated 

that their fears were being realized. 

A matter of family pride required that the carving knife 

be kept sharp to enable the head of the table to dissect a 

turkey or wild duck with praiseworthy skill just as casual as 

if it was just another daily task. Guests usually kept a critical 

eye on the carving of their hosts and his skill or la.ck of 

dexterity was not infrequently the subject of subsequent comment. 

The knife grinder of the later days transported his wheel 

in an ancient wagon drawn by a discouraged looking horse that 

seemed lad of the rest periods while the wheel was in action. 

uch of the business eventually went to shops set anart for such 

grinding, but the few remaining grinders come now in gasoline 

owered cars in which is installed a small machine shop. They 

have their routes and customers, as does the milk man, but it 
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nrust be said that knife grinding is drifting from the street 

curb to shops devoted to that and similar lines of trade. 

The rag collector still hangs on, but his shout of 11 Rage! 

Rags, any old Rags?" has been softened and his presence in the 

street is no longer annoying. He has discarded the great 

yawning bag and hook that he formerly carried and has substituted 

a two-wheeled cart which he ushes about the streets while 

making his "collections." He pays about three-quarters of a 

cent per pound for first class waste which is nurchased by one 

of the three or four licensed dealers in such commodities who 

dispose of them to manufacturers who process them anew and they 

reap ear on store counters in various forms. 

Possibly old iron has advanced to the big brackets of 

petty business. There is always a demand for it, especially 

in times when there is a war cloud in the skies. Used wrought 

iron has an es ecial value in the manufs.cture of munitions of 

war. The house-to-house collector sells his scrap iron to 

one of the three or four licensed dealers in such commodities 

and it is claimed that their ercentage of profit exceeds that 
such 

of almost all other/" enterprises • 11 The thrifty lad of Wilmington 

households who formerly gathered the scrap iron casually and 

carried to his home cache ~~ 

to sell on the eve of a circus coming to town, nerhaps would 

get double the prices paid for old iron half of a century ago. 

Old bones have gone wholly into the discard. Whereas 

they once brou ht more cash into the coffers of the juveniles 

of a family than any of the other forms of salvage, they are now 

burned in the city's incinerator. They have no further uses 

that formerly gave them a commercial value.. They have been 
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entirely outmoded by chemistry in the manufacture of fertilizers 

for farm lands. 

The more modern of scaven_ers precede the garbage and waste 

collectors and before the cans of household scrap are turned 

into the bi trucks they have been carefully searched and every 

object with a scintilla of value removed for resale. Old papers, 

tin cans, and bottles are the chief objects of the search and 

recovery. Bottles are sold to a dealer, who if unable to dispose 

of them to their original owners, are required by law to break 

them up. He then may dispose of the fragments to ~lass manu

facturers. The material is like scrap iron, preferable to the 

new for a useful comeback. 

The scavengers who formerly collected canine puer (or 

excrement) have likewise vanished from the pictures of the 

other days~ Puer was utilized by manufacturers of morocco 

leather in imparting a certain quality to the skins that was 

desired and then not otherwise obtainable. Boys,who sought 

easy profit, were willing to engage in the lowly occupation 

and gypsys also · shared the business with the hobo-like wanderers 

of the city who patrolled the streets systematically in quest 

of canine puer. 

It was eagerly bought at the local morroco tanneries for 

from twenty-five to thirty-five cents per bucket until chemicals 

came to the rescue of leather makers and practically demonstrated 

a laboratory combination known to the trade as "chrome" (which 

made half a score of great fortunes in morocco). This put the 

boys, gypsys and all puer collectors out of business. Consequently 

the men with heavy canvas bags or buckets and ton ue-like devices 

have lone ago gone into perpetual discard. 
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An elderly informant recalls how carefully he, as a lad, 

watched the weighing of his iron scrap and bones. The old 

time dealers were under suspicion that their scales were fixed 

in their own favor. The claim was perhaps unfounded, but it 

remains to be reiterated that the dealers and collectors of the 

articles mentioned were not entirely above turnin an 11 honest 11 

penny through false wei hts. Possibly that was a custom. 

Personal recollections. 



vm. H. Conner 
January 4, 1939 

PULASKI AND PO '11 PENN 

HISTORY 

CURRE NT 

Extract from An Address Embracing the Early History of 

Delaware and the Settlement of its Bounaaries and of 

fl LE 

the Drawyers Congregation, with all the churches since 

organized on its original ~erritor~, by Rev. George oot, 

Phila. 1842. 68 p. 

Page 59 

"This congregation also furnished its 
portion of talent and effort in securing our 
Independence. 

"Col. Henry Foster had a commission in 
the army. His wife was Rachel Vandyke. He 
was a contributor to the building of this 
house. He resided in Port Penn, in the house 
now occupied by William Cleaver, Senr., which 
is said to have been built by Count Pulaski." 
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Thomas, brother of Caesar odney, gave his fellow Delawareans 

the only "portrait" extant of the distinguished signer and Revolutjonary 

patriot in a letter to a kinsman after the death of his brother, and it 

disputes the accuracy of the pen picture of the signer as seen by John 

Adams, who described him as a man of rather f agile form, with a head 

no larger than an apple. 

The brother wrote of Caesar odney: 

"He wns tall1 about five feet ten inches in height; his person very 
eleg~nt and entcel; his manner gr9ceful, easy and polite; he had 
a good fund of humor, and the greatest talent in the world of 
making his wit agreeable - however sparkling and severe. He was 
a great statesman, a faultless public official; ,iust in all his 
dealings; easy to his family; beneficent to his relatives and kind 
to his servants, and lived in a generous, social st le." 

This is perhaps accurate, even though it does not record that 

Mr. Rodney's head was abnormally small. In quite recent times an 

alleged "artist" declered that he had a portrait of the Signer from 

sketches made without Rodney's assent. A local historian purchased the 

painting, but the artist was tried in the !aryland courts and convicted 

of palming off a figure painted on a small canvas which he later 

admitted was neither Mr. Rodney nor a well-executed painting. The 

discussion over the incident, however, served to exhaust every effort 

and research that might lead to a portrait of Deltlware 1 s distinguished 

son. 

A letter (dated Philadelphia, June 7th 1768) from Caesar ~odney to 

his brother w~s the first intimation that the bothersome sore spot on his 

nose was a cancerous growth. After detailing that one of his chariot 

horses was t ~ken ill after reaching New Castle from Dover - en route to 

Philadelphia- and that he had made arrangements for its care and treat

ment, he hurried on to Philadelphia. 

In this letter he expressed his horror that his suspicions were 

confirmed, and designated the treatment as a dreadful undertaking, 
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further emphasizing his fear by writing: 11 It is doubtful if you ever 

see me in Kent soon - if at all." 

"I got to Philadelphi" on Saturday and on J!onday applied to 
doctors concernin~ the sore on my nose, who all, upon examination, 
pronounced it cRncer, and said that it will "e necessary for me to 
go through a small course of treatment s.nd then to extract it by · 
caustic or cutting it out, all of which to me is a dreadful 
undertaking and will require so much time that it is impossible 
for me to determine when you may expect to see -e in Kent again -
if ever as no doubt it wil 1 be attended vrith da.nter •• " 

"I have a reat man friends and advisers; some advice one thing; 
some another. ~ome advise me to seek the direction of one man, 
some another; some to go immediately to England •• " 

Wr. Rodney, however, who was too busy to go abroad for treatment, 

remained in this country and was long under the ministrations of noted 

Philadelphia. physicians. 

Turning his pen away from his affliction, Mr. Rodney hoped his 

brother "will not neglect to take the greatest ca.re of the business I 

left in your charge .• I have no time to say anything more at present" 

he wrote and added, "but to request you to remembc-r me to .:>ally and 

Billy and to give my compliments to N.r. and Mrs. Vining, the ~octor and 

]i.l's. Ridgely, to ~ally Ridgely and .:>ally Carroll, Betsy Fisher and all 

enquiring friends. 

A week later Jtr. Rodney had been apprised by the doctors that his 

case endangered his life, and expressed his fear that there was no 

chance for his recovery. He wrote, evidently in trepedat;on: 

"Ny case is dangerous and what may be the event God only knows. 
I still live in hopes and still retain my usual floVI of spirits." 

i1r. Rodney had been fighting for his life against the then 

reg4rded incurable affliction eight years before, on July 1-4, 1776, 

he ma.de his historic ride on horseback to his seat in the Continental 

Congress in Independence Hall, Philadelphia., and by voting made 

unanimous the adopt ion of the Declaration cf Independence bJr the ayes 

of thirteen colonies. His cancerous affliction must have developed to t~e 

point of extreme suffering, which, added to the intense heat of' midsummer 
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and a heavy storm, made the ride and its patriotic objective the very 

outstanding achievemnet of American statesmPn of the Revolutionary 

period. Caesar Rodney's Hide with its su:f'fering and exhaustion and 

its high purpose needs but a Longfellow or T. Buchanan Read to give it 

place and prominence among the great deeds accredited to the foremost 

patriots of the formative days of our state and the stormy ~evolutionary 

days. 

Caesar Rodney continued his services to the sta te and colonies 

eight years longer, his fatal malady being :impeded aa much as medical 

science was able to hinder its progress until 1784, when the end came 

and he found his sufferings stilled by death. He was born in 17~8 and 

was in the prime of his late middle life. His last official act was as 

Speaker of the Legislative Council when he signed the message of that 

body in April 1783, he was too ill personally to be at the meeting. 

His death occurred a few months later, June ~6, 1784. ,·ore than half 

his fifty-seven years of life here was devoted to public service -

state or nat onal. 

~ources: Every Evening, October 30, 1889. 

Harper's Encyclopaedia of Ur.ited states History. 
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Extracts from Letters To and From Caesar Rodney (1'156-1785), 
Edited by Dr. George H. Ryden. 

Caesar Rodney, ore than a Rider for Liberty. 

Popular tradit i on as often fails to recognize important facts 

I 

as it overestimates colorful items of historic importance. The 

signing of the Constitution on December 7, 1787, made Delaware the 

11First state, 11 of which fact all Delawareans are justly proud, but 

this act was fraught with no danger. Passing a resolution on June 15, 

1776 completing the secession of the "Three Lower Counties from 

ennsylvania, "and on the same day giving its delegates to Congress 

new instructions ":to join with delegates from other States to vote 

for independence, to form a national government, and to conclude 

treaties with foreign states," made rebels of Delawareans and called 

for courage in a time of grave danger, putting the leaders in danger 

as Franklin said of 11hanging separately unless they all hung to

gether,11 ye t the people of Delaware were ever ready to "stand in 

the right with two or three." 

Delaware had courageous and intelligent leaders and a people, 

loving independence, willing to follow. Among her leaders no one is more 

outstanding than Caesar Rodney whose fame in general opinion may rest 

on his rna.d ride to Philadelphia to break the deadlock in the Delaware 

delegation in the Continental Congress by signing his name and making 

way for almost unanimous passage of the Declaration of Independence. 

This ride is visualized today by a reckless rider on a plunging horse 

in enduring bronze which graces the head of Rodney Square in Wilmington. 

F!ow many of h i s fellow Delawareans know how many years of his manhood 

were de~ ted to the welfare of his State? 
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Caesar Rodney was speaker of the last Delaware colonial assembly 

and took a leading part in bringing complete separation between the 

government of the Three Lower Counties and Pennsylvania and also 

complete separation between this one of the Thirteen Colonies and the 

Government of Great Britain. 

How many of us know that he was the most active officer of the 

Delaware militia at the time that General Washington had his head

quarters in Wilmington and that he made the utmost efforts to prevent 

the British from making a victorious march across our State? He 

was the President of this State after 1778 and was largely responsible 

for keeping Delaware loyal to the cause of freedom. He was a member 

of the stamp Act Congress in 1765, of the first Continental Congress in 

1774, the second Continental Congress of 1775, where his work was far 

rrore trying and of equal value though not so spectaculer as his famous 

ride. 
widowed 

From a faithful son staying at home to help hii mother run a 

large farm for the support of the family he was called to be high 

sheriff of his county for two years, register of wills, deputy recorder, 

and later recorder of deeds, clerk of the orphan's court, clerk of the 

peace, third Justice of the Supreme Court for the Three Lower Counties, 

second Justice of the Court, Co-trustee with John Vining of the Kent 

County Loan Office from 1769 probably until his death. All these 

local offices he filled with such fidelity as to establish the con

fidence of his fellow citizens in his intregrity and devotion to duty. 

The House of Assembly of the colonial government consisted of 

eighteen delegates, six from each of the three counties. It met in 

every October from 1704 until 1776. In 1758 Caesar Rodney, 

then a man of thirty years of age, was a delegate from Kent County 
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Ellen Samworth 

and until 1775 he was a delegate fourteen times. He was elected 

Speak er four times. In 1769, then speaker, he strove unsuccessfully 

to secure a law to prohibit the importation of slaves into Delaware . -He was the speaker in 1775 when the Assembly adjourned sine die to be 

succeeded by the State Legislature constituted in accordance with the 

first state constitution adopted by the Constitutional Convention in 

September 1776. 

Caesar Rodne:y ,L'.fiis given name, Caesar, being a famj_ly surname 

not the Caesar of Ro~e1,was a man of such personal character as 

recommended him for every high office within the gift of the State. 

His military service began in 1756 on the outbreak of the French and 

Indian Jar when he joined Col. John Vining 1 s regiment of Kent County 

militia and was made captain of a company but saw no active service. 

He held military positions until he was elected president of the State 

in 1778. He took an active part in the Remlution . He was one of the 

three delegates to the First Continental Congress and was reelected 

in liiarch 17?5, in October 1775, in December 1777, and in February 1783 

when because of j11-health he never sat in that session. 

He was loved for character not for beauty of person. In his 

diary for September 3,tsaturday, Mr. John Adams refers to him as 

follows, "Caesar Rodney is the oddest looking man in the world. He is 

tall, thin, and slender as a reed, pale; his face is not bigger than a 

large apple, yet there is sense and fire, spirit, wit, and humor in his 

countenance. He made himself very merry with ,iuggles and his pretended 

scruples and timidities in the last congress. 11 

Let us go back to the purpose of ~ajor-General Rodney's famous 

ride. Richard Henry Lee on June 7, 1776 had submitted a resolution 

for independence to the Continental Congress in session in Philadelphia. 
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The House of Assembly at New Castle of which Rodney was Speaker or 

President was in session at this time and gave new instructions to the 

delegates in Congress permitting them to "join with the other colonies 

in forming such further compacts --- and adopting such other measures 

as shall be judged necessary for promoting the liberty, safety, and 

interests of America, reserving to the people of this colony the 

sole and exclusive right of regulating the internal government and 

police (is it policy) of the same. The second part of the instructions 

repeated the order of the previous year, namely that the delegates 

should maintain the right of the colony to an equal voice in congress 

with any other province or government on this continent, as the in

habitants have their all at stake as well as others." This resolution 

which was passed by a unanimous vote, virtually impowered the three 

delegates to give their assent to Richard Henry Lee's resolution and 

to the later "Declaration of Independence. 11 

In the light of the resolutions passed by the House of Assembly of 

Delaware the Three Lower Counties were no longer subjects of the 

British King and all officials were to consider themselves as officers 

of the Three Lower Counties, now the Delaware State. For these 

reasons the Delaware delegates were e~powered to vote for Richard 

Henry Lee's resolution and to sign the Declaration of Independence. 

The Assembly of the Three Lower Counties adjourned on June 22 and 

the Speaker, Major-General Rodney, left for Sussex County where a Tory 

uprising was threatened. Lee's resolution was on the calendar at the 

State-house in Philadelphia and Rodney knew that it would be called 

up, but, in the light of the resolutions passed in the House of Assembly 

at New Castle, he expected the other two delegates would cast Delaware's 
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vote in favor of Lee's Resolution and as a militia general he 

was anxious to investigate the reported Tory movement in his own 

State. News of this Tory movement even appeared later in a London 

newspaper to the heartening of the British government. He had been 

to Lewes and other parts of Sussex County and had returned to his home 

near Dover. 

Lee 1 s Resolution was taken off the table early on July and dis

cussed in committee of the whole house. Nine states were in favor 

of it with Pennsylvania and South Carolina against it, New York neutral 

and Delaware not voting because, while ncKean followed the voice of 

the Delaware Assembly and gave an affirmative vote, Read voted neg~tively 

and the Delaware vote for Independence was lost. McKean sent a 

messenger to Delaware to find Caesar Rodney and urge his presence in 

Philadelphia. He received McKean 1 s message at his home near Dover, 

took horse immediately and riding all night, reached Philadelphia in 

time to join 1.cKean in Delaware's vote for independence on the afternoon 

of July 2, 1776. Thus Delaware was kept in the list of states voting 

for the independence of the United States of America. Benjamin Franklin, 

John 1 orton, and James Wilson, outvoted Humphreys and , illing for 

Pennsylvania and during the night, while Rodney was riding for in

dependence, the South Carolina delegates decided to disregard their State's 

instruction and vote for the resulution. The result was that on 

July 2, 1776, twelve states voted in favor of independence and im

mediately on the passage of Lee's resolution , Congress began the con

sideration of Th omas Jefferson's draft of a Declaration of Independence 

which should announce to the world the Act of Separation, explaining 

the reasons and forming a piece of propaganda for circulation to gain 

adherents to the cause both at home and abroad>especially in France. 
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On July 15, rrev; York voted for Independence making the Act 

unanimous and as Benjamin Franklin expressed it "All hanging together" 

so as not to "hang separately." 

I 

Caesar Rodney remained in Philadelphia during all the discussion 

of Independence and of course voted for and signed that immortal paper. 

During the period of debate he wrote to his brother Thomas one of the 

fe1 letters written by any member of Congress on that memorable Fourth 

of July when the Declaration was signed. This letter may be found on 

page 94 of an interesting volume of letters to and from Caesar Rodney 

and edited by Dr. George Herbert Ryden, the State Archivist of Delaware. 

In this letter to his brother Rodney refers to summoning the 

members of the Delaware Assembly to meet at New Castle on July 22 for 

the purpose of winding up the business of the Colonial Assembly and 

arranging for a Constitutional Convention to form a State government 

entirely independent of Pennsylvania. Rodney went to New Castle and 

presided at this last session from July 22 till July 28. Then the 

Colonial Assembly adjourned forever after providing for the election 

on August 19 of delegates to the Constitutional to meet in New Castle 

on August 27. 

It can thus be seen how great a service Rodney rendered to the 

state of Delaware. He presided at the death and burial of the Three 

Lower Counties on the Delaware and took an active part in the birth 

of the Delaware State. He wanted to be a delegate from his own county 

(Kent) but he was to learn that politicians are not always patriots. 

Tfie conservatives in Kent County were opposed to him and while he 

was busy in Philadelphia helping to guide the affairs of the new 

nation he had no opportunity to build political fences in elaware. 

His brother Thomas tried to secure his election as a delegate to the 

Constitutional Convention but did not succeed. Caesar Rodney was a 
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man who never neglected any duty imposed u 0on him and his duty lay 

in ~hiladelphia with the patriots directing and nuturing the infant 

Republic. When the Delaware Convention adjourned and the campaign was 

on to elect the legislature of the Delaware State the Kent County 

conservatives again prevented his election and in 1777 when the new 

legislature elected delegates to Congress only one of the signers of 

the Declaration of Independence, George Read, was chosen. Patriots 

had provided places for politicians 1and though Rodney refers in his 

letters to ungrateful people he was still eager to serve his country, 

and, being relieved from political duties, he had more time to devote 

to military affairs. 

He was of great assistance to General Washington during his dark

est days. We find him recruiting the militia of Kent County and 

sending southern recruits to Washington as they came in response to 

his call for aid from the States and during all of his exhausting work 

he was subject to frequent attacks of asthma and tortured by a cancer 

that was eating his nose. He was a sick and suffering man yet tireless 

in his patriotic service. , 

He was made a Brigadier-General and placed in charge of Trenton 

and after danger at that post was past he asked to be relieved. His 

request was granted on one condition, that he would hold himself in 

readiness to respond should iashington need his aid again. 

1uch more of Caesar Rodney's service to his native State and to 

his country can be written but Dr. Ryden has edited the Letters to and 

from Caesar Rodney which have been published and which give a full and 

interesting insight into his unselfish life. 

After more than a century of neglect due in part to the stress of 

establishing a stable government in the State which Rodney served, in 
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part to a lack of appreciation of historic values, and in part to 

the need of a lapse of time necessary to gain a true perspeccive 

by which to measure the worth of men and of events, the life and 

3 

service of Caesar Rodney is being given its true measure of appreciation. 

Consecrated ground now holds his remains, marble marks his 

resting place. In 1889 a monument was unveiled by Governor B. T. 

Briggs and consecrated by an oration from one of Delaware's greatest 

sons honoring his memory. The civic center of the state's Metropolis 
Rodney Square, 

bears his name,/ and on July 4., 1923., a bronze statue showing him 

riding his rampant horse was unveiled at the head of the civic Square. 

His State honors itself by his statue in the Hall of Fame of the 

nation's capital and the enduring spirit that remains is expressed 

in the words of Emerson as suggested as a fitting inscription for 

Caesar Rodney's monument. 

"Spirit that made these heroes dare 
To die - and leave their children free, 
Bid time and nature gently spare 
The shaft we raise to them and thee.n 

This paper quoted and written from facts in Letters To and From 

aesar Rodne (1756-1784), edited by George Herbert Ryden, Ph.D. 

University of Penna. Press., Philadelphia., Penna., 1933, 482 P• 
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Survey Near Charles Springer's Land 

From New Castle Surveys. Page 300 

"Joseph Hedges haveing formerly obtained two Warrants from 

r the Commiss of Property, but both for Survey of 100 Acres 

of Land upon the South side of Red Clay Creeke one bearing 

date the sth of ye 9th 1702 ye other the 24th of ye 9th 1702 

which was then about Surveyd and returned into the Gene11 

Surveyors Office, but that Survey interfereing wt Charles 

Springers Land I have certifie into the Generall Surveyors 

Office at Philadelphia that I have this 17th of March 171 3/4 

Set to right.s the aforesd 100 acres off Land Begining at a. 

corner Hickery by Red Clay Creeke and runing up the sd 

. Creeke b e 11 15 26 
ch y Y Seve courses thereof N Deg E p E 

pch NE 100 perch N 36 W 22 pch N 35 E 26 pch N 22 W 71 

pearch N 52 Degrees West 28 pearch to a new corner white 

oake standing by the aforesd Creeke and from thence by a 

10 

ch New line off marked Trees South 40 Degrees West 170 p to 

a corner marked white oake standing by a small Run and from 

thence by an old Line of marked Trees south 38 Degrees East 

110 pearches to the first mentioned corner Hickery and place 

of Begining containing within these bounds 112 Acres and 

122 pearches Surveyd the Day and Year above written." 

Geo. Dakeyne Survey: 

ate 

Fl LE 
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The us of Blue H n Stat n1ckn m for th St te, 

and Blu B n' Qiicken a niclmame for its citizen• orig-

inated 1n the Revolutionary ar. Th tory 1 that m mbera ot 

pt in Jonathan Caldwell's comp ny of Colonel John Ha letta 

Delawar Re 1ment took with them to camp som Kent County 

gamecocks, said to be of the brood of a f moue blue h n. Th ae 

gamecocks howed great prow ss nd f!ghting spirit, and the 

ame qualiti a dev lop d mong th soldi r or this nd l tr 

regiments, 1nolud1ng th famous Del ware Line. Delaware 

soldiers wer oon nickn med Blue H n• Chick na nd Blue Hen 1 a 

Chicks, nd the State 1tael ia dubb d The Blue Hen State. 

Th niokn m, The Diamond t te, cam into popul ruse 

in the latter h lt of the 19th Century . Th.om a Jefferson -once referred to Del w re aa "• je el mo th tate, 

but th first u e of di mond app ar to h ve origin t d 

with Del ware pot, John Lofland, th Milford Bard, Who 

wrot, in 1847, that "Delaw r 1 11k 

tive, but having within it inherent 

diamond, diminu

lue." 

I 
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History 

CU RE T FILE 

Extract from The Del~ware Gazette, Saturday, July 1, 1797: 

Notice 

All persons holding Land comprised in the Patent 

formerly granted by Francis Lovelace, Esq, to Tynean 

Stidleave, and more particularly those immediately 

concerned in the Ejectments lately brought by Matthew 

Crips, are requested to meet at Jesse Harris' tavern, -on Seventh Day, the 8th of next mo. at 3 o'clock, P. M. 

in order to consider and determine some matters of im

portance, which will then and there be laid before them. 

6th mo. 30, 1797. 

(See Judge Rodney's article on settling Penn's Claims.) 
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History 

STUYVESANT'S PROPOSAL FOR THE RETURN OF FORT CHRISTINA 

Governor Stuyvesant proposed to return Fort Christina to 

the swedes half an hour after its surrender, and after the 

Swedish soldiers had marched out of the fort. This aroused the 

suspicion of Governor Rising and other Swedish officials; the 

Swedes hesitated in accepting the proposal. 

The incident is described as follows: 

0 rn the year 1655, the 15th of September, 
Peter Stuyvesant, with his officers and entire 
council came to me, Johan Rising, in Fort 
Christina ••• and presented an unexpected pro
position, namely, if I would let our people 
go again with the flag and occupy the fort and 

· places all the way from Christina Kill (Wil
mington, up the Delaware) and let the Hollanders 
occupy what there was below (Christina Kill) 
and assure him that the Swedes would never com
plain about it, but live together (with the 
Dutch) in good friendship - the country being 
large enough for both - and we should make an 
offensive and defensive league. 0 

Minutes of the Council for considering Stuyvesant's pro
position, September 16, 1655. 

There were arguments against returning Fort Christina to 

the Swedes. Grego.rlus Vs.n Dyck., the Dutch Vice-Director., ststed 

that: 

0 rn consideration of the above mentioned 
reasons, rand7 of the condition of the country 
/fl agree-wiTh ~he rest. The surrender was on 
favorable terms (Stuyvesant now tries to entice 
us to go into /the fort7 again), our superiors 
will have injury and disgrace through it, it is 
therefore best to stand by the capitulation." 

Report of the Proceedings of the Council, September 16, 
1655. 

The reasons of not accepting Stuyvesant's offer are 

summarized by Rising as follows: 

I 
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(1) They had no authority to make an offensive and 

defensive league with him without the knowledge of their 

superiors, furthermore it would not be advisable as the 

Indians had attacked .rew Netherland while the savages were 

friendly to the swedes. (2) They could not guarantee that 

no trouble would arise from the hostility, attacks and affronts 

he had made against the colony. (3) It was not to their honor 

to reoccupy the fort. (4) All pretensions to damages would be 

waived. (5) They could not subsist in the colony since the 

provisions were gone, most of the cattle butchered and planta

tions ruined and their credit with the English destroyed. 

Rising I s Journal 

Source: The Swedish Settlements on the Delaware, 1638-1664 
(1911), vol. II, PP• 611-13. 



J. B. Pietuszka 
Victor Miller 
March 26, 1940 

STUYVESAllT t S 11 S ILVER LEGtt 

Petrus 

History 

In 1643/(Peter) Stuyvesant was appointed governor of 

Curacao, and adjacent islands, which were then in the posession 

of the Dutch. The following year Stuyvesant made an attack 

on the island of st. Martin, in the group of Leeward Islands, 

then belonging to the Portuguese, intending to capture it. 

Du.ring the unsuccessful siege (April 16, 1644) he was wounded 

in the leg by a cannon ball. The wound was so severe that 

the leg had to be amputated. 

From that incident has arisen the question as to which 

leg Stuyvesant lost - whether it was the right or the left? 

Searching through the records of authorities as to the 

life and history of Petrus Stuyvesant, we find that it is 

generally held that Stuyvesant lost the right leg. The most 

conclusive authority on this subject is the Dictionary of 

American Biography, which on page 187, of vol. XVIII , states 

that 

nrt was in this affair (the siege of st. 
Martin) that Stuyvesant was shot in the ri~ht 
~' which was afterward amputated (above he 
lcnee) and buried at Curacao and not in Holland, 
as hitherto claimed (Stokes, VI, 64, under 
1645)." Stuyvesant went to Holland "to have an 
artificial limb supplied, referred to afterwards 
as his 'silver leg' on account of its adornments 
( silver bands)." 

From a picture in the book entitled, Howard Pyle, A 

Chronicle (1925), by Charles D. Abbott, in the reproduction of 

painting, facing page 112, it is evident that Stuyvesant's 

right leg was artificial. 
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It is unfortunate that the author, Hendrik Van Loon, in 

his book, Life and Times of Pieter Stuyvesant (1928), could 

not be more explicit when he wrote: 

"Every child knows (?) that the last of the 
Dutch governors (Petrus Stuyvesant) had only one 
leg. But which of the two legs was missing? We 
have no pictures showing the Director full length. 
(Howard Pyle painted one). His contemporaries were 
silent upon the subject. A few years ago during 
repairs made in the vault underneath the church of 
st. Mark's in the Bowery the coffin of His Excellency 
(Stuyvesant) was discovered and an examination was 
made of the contents. The Lord General was still in 
an obstinately good state of preservation and then 
at last it was discovered which of the two legs had 
been smashed by the Portuguese cannon ball." 

But he failed to ment:i.on which leg Stuyvesant lost? However, 

the sources quoted establish the fact that it was the right 

leg. 

Sources: Dictionary of American Biography (1936), vol. XVIII, 

p. 187; Peter Stuyvesant (1893), pp. 58-59; Life and Times of 

Pieter Stuyvesant (1928), pp. 10-12; Howard Pyle, A Chronicle 

(1925), p. 112. 
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Folklore and Legends 
J.Barton Cheyney, 

November 231 1936. 

Naming the Doughboy. 

There are almost innumerable explanations of the origin 

of the term applied to .American soldiers during the ·world War, 

"Doughboy" was not accepted until the men "over there" had been 

called 11 Sa.nnnies" which drew protests no less boisterous and 

insistant than did "Yanks." The latter name failed to stick at 

all and eventually came the more euphonious "Doughboys". The 

name actually applied to only infantrymen but it generously 

expanded so as to include all branches of service. ;/hence came 

the rrame? Jm old non-commissioned officer long in the service, 

insists that "Doughboy 11 applies to old days when the infantry 

preparing for parade used flour to whiten the stripes on their 

blue trousers. A dissenter, with equal claim as an authority, 

holds to the belief that "Doughboys" was the logical cognomen for 

infantry marching on soggy roads because they churned up the mud 

until it was doughlike. Others of more directly practical mental 

trends jokingly declare that American soldiers in the World War 

might have taken the name flDough Boys" for the reason that these

cretary of War, -the head of the War Department was a Baker. There 

are evidences that the name was used both in the Civil War when 

infantry soldiers wore large globular buttons which by some in

definite reason suggested the boiled dumplings of raised dough 

served to men behind the guns. 

REFERENCE: Newark Delaware Post. 



Submitted by James R. Allen 

arch 19, 1937 
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The Drafts of the world ar 

The draf'ts for conscription of men for the army during the 

orld war ere conducted by the ar Department at Washington. The 

first registration of men for erv1ce 1as held on June 5th, 1917, 

in every county throughout the United states. In counties 1th 

large cities and dense population_ such counties were divided 

into districts. The hi est number recorded in any district 

as the highest number placed in the bo l from hich the numbers 

ere dra • 

The first draft_ or dra ing. as held on July 21, 1917 1n 

the City of ashington. The fir t number drawn as 258 and the 

last number dr a 3217. The dra 1ng closed at 2:18 A •• 

July 22, 1917. The first call for examination for the servic as 

made on Au ust 2, of that year. Other calls ere made as th 

needs of the service demanded. 

The next registration was held on June 5- 1918, and th 

draft held one month later. The calls for service were made 1n 

a similar manner to those of the previous year. 

Reference: • en1n Journal July 21_ 1917 

Personal ar records. 
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L. Miller 
October 31, 1938 

SOCIAL ETHNIC SURVEY 

CURRE T FIL 

The Waldenses in New York and Delaware in 1656 

On Dec. 25, 1656, about one hundred and sixty-seven Waldensian 

colonists left Holland for America on three ships, the Prince 

Maurice, the Bear, and the Flower of Guelder. The Bear and the 

Flower of Guelder arrived safely at New Amsterdam, but the Prince 

Maurice, which had been separated from the other two during a storm 

after a long voyage, was wrecked off the southern coast of Long 

Island near the present Fire Island inlet. 

Later a vessel was chartered, and the first group of settlers 

consisting of from 125 to 180 emigrants, left on April 17 for the 

Delaware River. They landed in New Castle April 21, 1657. (The 

Waldenses were Italian Protestants, who for centuries have in

habited the valleys of Premonte, between Turin and Modane, close 

to the French frontier). 

The Italians in America Before The Civil War. Giovanni Schiavo. 
Published under the auspices of the Italian Historical Society, 
by the Virgo Press, N. Y. & Chicago, 1934, p. 137. 
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James B. Cheyney 
June 4, 1940 

NEWSPAPER HISTORY 

OLD "NEIGHBORHOOD" IN WILMINGTON 

Prior to the Civil War period when the city of Wilmington 

was still in the swaddling clc-thes of infancy, there were a 

few sections that bore distinctive , self-explanatory local 

titles as though they might have possessed a separate entity 

from the parent Wilmington. In later years Wilmington has 

become more closely and firmly amalgamated and the names of 

the little settlements - mere building operations - have been 

discarded and forgotten . But they were as well known to the 

previous generation of Wilmingtonians as is the name of the 

city itself. And , one could almost determine the social status 

of men or women by knowing from which of t hese settlements 

within the city's boundaries they hailed • 

The oldest of these communities was Brandywine Village, -now the Ninth and most populous ward of Wilmington, which 

gradually emerged from Brandywine Hundred farms and further 

back than the opening years of the Eighteenth Century-. The 

fact that the Brandywine was the center of a large and highly 

prosperous milling industry probably is accountable for the 

founding and the steady , never retrograding, growth of the 

village that formerly nestled closely alcng the northern bank 

of the Brandywine from Market Street eastward. 

Poss bly its real beginning may be attributed to the mills 

which required constant attention as they ground grists day 

and ~ight, and the convenience of the employees doubtless ex

plains the houses assembled in The Village more than two 

centuries ago. Then came the mill owners themselves and 
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built handsome and spacious residences on Market Street, which 

men of wealth and high standing in the community 

erecting sumptuous homes on the opposite side of the stream, 

brought to that community recognition as the center of social 

life and culture and wealth. Brandywine Village was indeed 

the first of the suburbs in which society took on an organized 

grouping. It was the nMayfair" of '/ilmington until the middle 

period of the Nineteenth Century. 

Despite innumerable inv tations to join the sisterhood 

of ilmington wards, the village preferred to remain a separate unit 

until 1869, when an act of the General Assembly legislated it 

into full standing in municipal government. 

The venerable village can prove by its buildings that it 

was middle-aged wen the Battle of Brandywine was fought in 

1777. 

An old tavern, which eventually took the nSJlle of New Jersey ---Inn, seems to have been the popular stopping place for travelers 

and drovers long before Green Tree Inn, latterly known as 

Brandywine Village Inn, had displayed its sign on the north -
side of the King's Highway. 

The date of its opening is supposed to have been 1790, 

which cannot be far amiss for razing the house in 1932, un

earthed a huge chimney place in the cellar, wide and deep, where 

in spits or cranes or other gadgets of the time, half bullocks, 

whole pigs and sheep were roasted. They were the implements 

through which landlords of the early days of our country 

demonstrated the generousness of their hospitality. 

The old Academy building still stands as a tribute to 
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Old "Neighborhood" in Wilm. 

the interests of the early res dents in education. It was 

sponsored by seventy citizens who subscribed about $480. for 

the erection of the building, which was formerly opened to 

the children of the community in 1799. The structure is still 

sturdy, showing no signs of decrepitude from its long service, 

and as 9ranch of the Wilmington Free Library, is still utilized 

for educational advancement. 

V'Jha.t was originally an old log cabin on Market Street 

built more than 200 years ago, has within recent years been 

incorporated in the store that has been the property of the 

ancestors of Charles M. Grubb, its present occupant for more 

than a century. 

One of the divers ons of the early village folks was to 

assemble on summer afternoons at "The Rocks," foot of Buena 

Vista Street, to see the fis ermen returning with their 

catches wh ch were large in those days when fish swarmed all 

the waterways in the State. Another outlet for the "pent up" 
was 

villagers was the old town pulllp on Aarket Street I which/the 

rendezvous on spr ng and summer evenings 1 for men and women 

who gathered in friendly converse and rehearsed local gossip 

or small talk. Occasionally there crept in bits of information 

as to the doings of the outside world. The town pump was not 

only the source of water supply to the smaller homes; it was 

also the publicity center of "Brandywine Village." 

The place grew very slowly during its first century 

but it was not until a stable bridge connected t with 

Wilmington that it showed such activity n development. The 

original crossing between the banks of the Brandywine was a 
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rather insecure look ng ferry, hich seemed to have gained much 

free publicity from the fact that Washington drove his great 

chariot and four on the slight looking structure and landed 

safely without mishap. It was often recalled in support of 

stories of 'Tashington's widely diverse talents that when one 

of his high bred leaders was fareful of the frag le ferry, 

re1'-using to go on, 'l'Vashington in person took the reins. 

The "firey steed" reared and snorted and the res dent's 

coachman jumped from h s seat and grabbed the bridle of the 

scared animal, but ashington sure of his ability to meet 

the situation called to the man: "Don't touch that horse, sir!" 

and the anima submitted to the will of the great man on the box. 

There were not more than 1.,200 residents in the "Villagen 

at the time of its coming into the city of Wilmington and it 

was not until the Brandywine was bridged at Washington Street 

in the eighties, that ts growth became rapid until it has 

covered many of the beautiful elevations with costly and 

art stic homes and houses for these of more moderate means. 

Baynard Field bears the name of the individual who was ----prominent in the development of the farm acreage into a 

community of more than twice its population as cited above. 

He gave liberally of h s land for a pu lie play and recreational 

ground, a sports field and stadium. 

The b g square mansion built by Joseph Tatnall, of 

Brandywine granite, and four of its duplicates remain as 

reminders that the row was the original "Mayfair'' of Wilmington 

and their owners and occupants among the wealthiest of the 

Colon al patricians, scholars, gentlemen and industrialists. 
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The Tatnall residence, 1803 Market Street, was the center of 

much activity in the Revolutionary days. The battle wh ch 

afterwards was fought at Chadd's Ford was planned in the 

Tatnall home where ~ere entertained Hash ngton's staff officers, 

and after the "Bull Run of the Revolution," British soldiers 

were the unwelcome guests of Friend Tatnall. General Lafayette, 

wounded at Birmingham {eating, was brought to the Village for 

doctor's and nurse's min strations. 

Other big houses in the Village were occupied by another 

of the Tatnalls, son of Joseph, the Leas and rices - all 

wealthy millers, who lived rather .lavishly for those days, 

especlally for ~uaker folks. 

Aside from the flour mills, 13 of them when the business 

was at its peak, there was comparatively little in ustry in 

Brandywine Village. In later days, Arlington Mils manufactured 

cotton goods; in still more recent times other plants, half a 

dozen in all, have found the Ninth Vard well adapted to their 

needs. 

The spiritual welfare of the Villagers has been given 

proper emphas s in the expansion of the Ninth • ard. One of 

its oldest houses of worship is St. Johns' P •• Church,_ which 

has a commanding position in the community and which in 1935 

became the Cathedral of the Diocese of Delaware, the Ecclesias

tical seat of government. The church, church house, and group 

of build ngs of St. Johns' are imposing and attractive. 

An early contemporary of St. Johns' is the Brandywine M.E. 

Church, a near neighbor of the former. The Methodists perhaps 

lead other denominations in membership and churches. They have 



NPJfSPJ.PER BISTORI 
Old "Neighborhood• 1n Wilm. 

-s-

in addition to the om oited abow. the Mo Cable llemorial. Eastlake. 

Trim ty • Kingswood. with sister ohurchea ot the fa1 th designated •Methodist 

Protestants." The Peninsula and the First. The Lutherana worship in the 

Trinity'. 

The Presbyterians have two ohurohes, the Hanonr, and Eastlake. The 

former was one ot the group ot three Wil:mington Presbyterian churches 1'i thin 

three squares ot the canter of the oi t:, • and ot one another• but all have 

shirted their looationa. Hanover. going to the attractin site at Eighteenth 

and Boulew.rd, •chriat Our King.• illvitea cOJIIIIIUJlioanta ot the Catholic Church 

and the First Baptist Church preaches the doctrines ot that denomination. 

There are besides smaller sectarian uni.ta with leas oonspiououa houses 

ot worship. but equall:, zealous in the cause of Christianity. 

The Village oa:me into the City ot"ffilmington partizanly unaophiatioated 

and fNe trom political guile. The first election returned Christopher Febiger 

(Repablioan) aa Councilman by one majorit:, and at the ea.me time elected 

F.dward Johnson (Democrat) hia conferee, by three majorit:,. In later years. 

ho•ver. the Binth Ward baa a pronounoed yen tor o.o.P. rule and in the eighties 

elected Dr. Evan G. Shortlidge, Mayor ot Wilmington -- the highest oomplinmt 

the oit:, baa paid her young but biggest nmioipal unit. 

Brandywine Village baa tried to drop the Village but has found the usage 

dittioult to eradicate and it probably will cling to the communit:, maDy" years 

to oom. It ia phat and appropriate. 

The Jli.Jrt;h Ward is an ideal coDIDlmity - no alums, no mentally' or morall:, 

dark places, normally no powrty. The dwellings are almost all nft' and modern 

and the residents contented with the beauty ot the village and the serenity ot 

all about them. Perhaps before the lapse of another century the Ninth Ward 

will be but 11 ttle less populous than the entire City of Wilmington was in 1930. 



NPJISPAPER msTORY 3 _ 
Old "Neighborhood" in Wilm. 

-1-

It ia one of the two ways remaining open tor the expansion of Wilmington. 

Old Church was the name applied to a comparatively small a.ree. of Wilming• 

ton. which as may be guessed. adjacent to Old Swedes Church at the toot of 

Seventh Street. In Civil War times ... indeed. before and ai'ter - Old Church 

,vas the toughest pa.rt ot the city. The ancient Ohuroh had fallen into disuse 

and neglect and with its influence gone. lawlessness. rowdyism and riotous 

conduct seemed to haw had full sway. The youths and middle aged appeared to 

be beyond police restraint and occasional visits from the rough and tough ele

ments trOJ11 other sections were counted on as sure challenges tor riotous out• 

breaks. The Old Church Rangers were hopelessly bad gangsters. and when in 

oontlict w.ith other neighborhood groups. cobblestones. brick-bats and clubs 

came into promiscuous use. The Rangers boasted that they were the toughest. 

roughest :righters in the city and the claim n.s never refuted. Imiumerable 

rummille in the section sold cheap liquor which may have stimulated the Rangers 

to be on their toes ready for an offensive or defend ve attack at aey time or 

place. Conditions were so bad that the better classes were glad to move out 

of Old Clmroh to more peaceful neighborhoods. 

Old Churoh ,me bounded by the P.W.& B. Railroad and the Brandywine Creek 

nth Sixth Street as its southem boundary. reaching no f'urther west than Lom

bard. With the restoration and reopening of Old Slledea and the subsequent es

tablishing ot the People's Sett:l.ement. the outer Mm of this fighting zone and 

the opening of Kirkwood !'ark along the Brandywine. the reformation of "Old 

Churoh." waa soon acoompliahed am today the section has entirely lived dawn 

its pa.at and is back into the neighborly activities of the ancient house of 

Wt>rship. It ha.a become tile habitation of orderly God fearirJg people. happy in 

their ho s. proud of the fine public school almst at their doors and Tdth 

sports fields open to their children. Grateful too tor the People's Settlement 

and its uplifting influences for the religious services e.t Old Swedes by a 
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1r0rthy servant of the Lord. Old Churoh I u t 

re1'or?Mltive po•r of good over evil. 
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tornation deft)natratea the 

Forty Aorea obviously took its name trom the area of a tract of farmland 

at Dela-.re Avenue and Du Pont Streets. near the site of the B & O Railroad 

station. tl.ar1ng to the north and west. For nmy yeara after acquiri.J:lg ita 

local designation it reDllined sparsely settled until the opening of theWil

mingto City Paase11ger Railway for travel in the ee.rly sixties. Soon after 

easy transportation 1111.a provided tor householders. Forty A.ores was built up 

with fine houses and its early nickname is lost to memory except to the oldest 

citizens of the present day. 

Forty Acree was also attached to the tract of land extending southeastward 

from Delaware Avenue and Du Pont Streets 'Whio h 11aa often and more properq desig

mt.ted as JJbDowllville. teld.ng its name trom Alexander McDowell who long car-

ried on as a cooper in a shop ot hie own in the neighborhood. That was in the 

days when kegs and similar oontai.Dera tor powder were nanufaotured of wood b:, 

hand. MoDo"nll'rille. like its :neighbor long ago emerged from a oow pasture into 

an attraotin seotion of Wilmington. and those li'rl.ng in former lbDowellville 

are possibq unaware that such a title 11aa cnoe attached to their ho111e sites and 

as well-known ae -.a the name of the street that passed their doors. It i • 

•oubttul it 8.1'.\Y citizen ot 1936 could recall the boundaries ot torgotten McDowell• 

ville. 

Hedgeville might have dieputecl with "Old Churoh" for the uneviable notoriety 

of being the most UDn1ly and roughest section ot ffl.lm:1ngton ot the sixties and 

later. It acquired its name not from aey tom. ot fencizi« but from the Jacob 

Hedge. who ventured into •the w.ilds• ot the Eleventh Ward during the CiTil War 

and erected himself a fine house ot Karyl.and Avenue. besides building a mmi>er 

ot 8Jlllller homea wbich he sold promptly. Bedgeville began at the triangular 

intersection ot lilryland Avenue and Chestnut Street. and inoludecl the tract 
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between the avenue and the railroad. extending westward to the :machine shop 

formerly owned and operated by the Betts Compe.ey. Shipley Run crossed lfa.rJ"• 

lend Avenue on ita way to the Christiana Separating Hedgeville f'rom the rest 

ot the city. The Maryland Avenue sidewalk was carried across a smll wooden 

bridge that was called "Uttle aroh.• Abutting the bridge was a small frame 

building in which Hanover Presbyterian Church established a Sunday School. thia 

was kno-.n aa "little &l"Oh school.• Shipley Run was completely sewered Dey years 

ago and the taot that it used to go wild and flood part of Hedgeville is en• 

tirely forgotten as is the tact that a portion ot the city •s local~ known as 

Bedgeville. The q,thica.l Hedgeville in later years attracted large numbers ot 

emigrants trom Pole.nd. who established a oOIIIIIID11 ty of their national.a in the 

southwestern section of WilmiDgton. where they have their ohuroh and schools. 

theatre. club and in fact alm:>st a looal municipal unit of their 01m. a bit ot 

modern Poland transplanted to the shores of the Delaffllre. 

Bromtmm was liedgeville' a next door neighbor to the south and west. The 

name waa applied directly after the Civil War when Dr. John A. Brown established 

himself there aa the owner ot a ae.ni tariWll erected on a considerable tract ot 

land he purchased. Wilmington •• than in the midst ot an expansion period 

and the sites were purchased. and houses built soon after it•• ottered tor 

sale. Dr. BrO'flll oame to Wilmington from Rhode Ialai:Jd. and with him oame the 

rumor that he bad participated in a revolt against the government ot Rhode Island• 

mown aa Dorr•• Rebellion. a smll unauooesstul protest against the alledgecl 

misuse ot the govermntmtal power. He bad p:raotioed medicine in his native state 

and obviousl,- took a prominent part in politics. Dr. Brcnvn •• well advanced in 

years and when he came to Wilmington writers record him as tall and oomimmding 

in pl\ys1que with a long f'lmdng snow white beard. 

The South Side was exactly at the opposite end ot the city to Brandywine 

Village am also by a river - The Christina. It •• hardl7 large enough to 
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dignify with &J\Y name until after the Ci-dl War. with the coming of manufacturing 

plants the section took on some activity' and ldth the erection ot Third street 

Bridge its tuture assured. Extensive building operations were unf'ort\matel)P 

oheclcing with the coming of the 18?3 panic and left the little oOJIIIIDlity almost 

stranded. It neJitual.:11' recovered trom the depression and in recent years 1nmt 

i'onard etee.diq and became a ~ODIJlrn1ty ot modest homes. oooupied by workers em

ployed in some ot the umufacturing plants in that eeotion. Ita residents encl 

property owners insistently charged tor maey years that the South Wilmington'• 

development•• retarded by nmicip&l 1nd1tterenoe to its needs. 



James B. Cheyney 
· April 18, 1940 
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WILMINGTON'S FIRST POST OFFICE 

Joseph Bringhurst, the first postmaster at Wilmington, 
of the organized U. s. Government, 

established the first nost office/in the building on the south-

west corner of Fourth and arket Streets (No. 317 under the 

present numbering) in 1790. He was a Philadelphiachemost and 

came to Wilmington dur ng the cholera epidemic that carried 

off hundreds in the Quaker City. He perhaps feared the infection 
here 

and found in the rush of demands for medicine/ a sense of duty 

to open a store for compounding doctors' prescriptions. 

There was but one other~ store in ~ilmington at that 

time which was owned and conducted by a woman. It, too, was 
. 

on Market Streeti the next corner below Fourth Street. The 
Wi mington 

obstinacy of the/epidemic induced Mr. Bringhurst to take up 

the mortar and pestel and supply medicine to the patients and 

their families. 

He leased the property at the corner of Fourth Street and 

when in 1790, President Washington appointed him postmaster of 

"ilmington, he occupied a small room at the rear of his store 

and there sorted and delivered the letters and papers to the 

2,300 lilmingtonians of that period. 

The first post office building was the outstanding structure 
later 

in the then business center of Wilmington and/became quite noted 

among antiquarians, not only as the first post office in the 

metropolis of Delaware, but as the oldest drug store (as this -
is written in 1939) in this country. It is the oldest business 

house in ~ilmington and has been ~perated as a drug 
(until 1939) 

store for almost 150 years/by descendants of Joseph Bringhurst, 

the founder. 

-
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It was also the store of Ziba Ferris of the distinguished -
family _ of t nat name who had won a high standing in the jewelry 

business and as the makers of grandfather clocks in the early 
Bringhurst 

days of the last century. J oseph~ married Deborah Ferris 

soon after settling here. She occasionally served in handing out 

mail to patrons of the office in the absence of her husband. 

President Washington commissioned Mr. Bringhurst in 1790 

(or thereabout~ for the date is not definitely stated in any of 

the records of the office). The postmaster and his gracious Quaker 

wife were quite able to conduct the busin ss of the office which 

perhaps averaged less than 100 letters a week, even in the busiest 

period. The total of the first year's business was $200. As 

the oostal service of those times had not been regarded as a pmlitical 

nlum to go to the most adroit of vote getters, Mr. Brin~hurst 

continued in the office until 1823, a period of tnirty-threeyears 

which still remains the record for the continuity of service at 

the post. 

Previous to the action of the Continental Congress in 

declaring itself independent of the Mother Country, mail was 

distributed by the Royal Mail - the profits, if any, going to 

the agent here for the British King George III. The actual service 

was performed by the Roche City Dispatch. The London government 

reserved the right to read letters or any printed matters passing 

through the mails as part of its safeguarding against the dis

tribution of disloyal sentiments. 

However, this did not seem offensive for there was not much 

letter writing in those days because of the high cost of postage. 

Letter postage was rated then by distance and there being no 
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envelopes, the letters were indifferently sealed and easily 

opened and read and then resealed. It was not until Mr. Bring

hurst's retirement from the postal service that a letter carrier 

was employed by the citizens. He, Benny Blackstone, employed a 

leather pocket or bag and knowing the homes of practically every 

citizen, he delivered the letters and was naid a small fee by 
earlier 

the recipient. ~uasi postmasters who/assumed the task unofficially 

carried the letters about in their hats or pockets handing them 

to their addressees as they met them on the streets. They kept 

the letters otherwise in their shops or offices, probably locked 

in a desk. 
N cholas G. ~illiamson, a la?7Yer 

Postmaster Bringhurst's successor eld office for almost 

two decades. He moved the mails to the corner of Third and Market 

Streets and a later successor established the post office at the 

opposite corner of the same street. The post office hung closely 

in that section of Market Street for a number of years until a 

venturesome postmaster took it almost into the country - Market 

Streat above Eighth or Ninth - but it soon returned to the down

town section, above Fifth Street on Market. It also found its 

way to Fifth and Shipley Streets and occupied the u~l!k~xfill 
house 

little frame MX that was once the home of Edward Tatnall. 

The post office continued to shift from one place to another 

to suit the convenience of the successive postmasters until the 

government erected a Federal Building at Sixth and King Streets, 

which was completed and occupied in 1855. This was ample to 
Federal 

provide office room for all branches of the/government's business -

including the postal service. 
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Wilmington's First Post Office 

Within the next half century, the building was too small 

to meet the demands of the government and in 1897 a new structure 

of Brandywine granite was erected at Ninth and Shipley Streets. 

This remained as Wilmington's post office for forty years -

until March 1937 - when the present Federal Building was formally 

dedicated and has since been occupied as the headquarters of 

the postal service. 

It is located at Eleventh-Twelfth-Market-King Streets, 

built on a site costing $400,000. The building itself represents 

an outlay of almost $750,000 - a mighty advance from the back 

room of an early drug store at a possible rental, if any, that 

would not exceed '10 per month.. ~i~.hx~x1'~~.:ffx~~m 

The list of postal workers when the present post office was 

first occupied included almost one hundred clerks and letter 

carriers and a great fleet of gasoline trucks that delivered tons 

of parcel postal matter each week. While the annual receipts of 

the Wilmington office has jumped from ~200 a year to more than 

that sum per hour every day. 

The massive Gibralterean abandoned Post Office at Ninth 

and Shipley Streets has long displayed posters announcing that 

it is for sale, but obviously there are no buyers for a post 

office even though the building is strong enough to defy the 

elements for a century or so. 
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~ill 
Record 
B-1-66 

Will of Jacob ~g 

History 
.l.!;arly Colohial 

CURRENT F JLE 

"In ye name of God Amen I Jacob Young of Sisill County in the 

province of 11iary Land being very sick in body but in perfect memory 

make this my last will and testament. Imp: follow my twelve hundred 

and Acres of Land lieing and beeing In George Creek for to be equally 

divided amongst my three children now in beeing and I doee give unto 
~ 

M.y sory Joseph my plantation which now I live on and a negroe boy To 

my sonn Joseph tene sheep and ~ary my daughter tenn sheep a Mare and 

Foall to Joseph all my other goods to be equally divided amongst my 

three ch ildren now in beeing after all my just debts are paid and 

my daughter Mary to take of my son Joseph this revoking all other 

wills as witness my hand and seall this 22d of February 1696 • 11 

Richd Askon 
Francs Cheetam 
George oore 

Jacob Young 



W. H. C •1.n'e r 
July 17, 1940 

History 
Civil War 

Extract from Stories of New Jersey: Its Significant Places 
Peo le and Activities. 

Pae 79-83: 

A CONFEDERATE SHRINE IN NEW JERSEY 

The heroes of the Civil War are honored on two memorial 

days in rew Jersey. May 30 is dedicated to the soldiers who 

fou ht for the Union, and April 26 to the soldiers who fought 

for the Confederacy. 

At Finn's Point National Cemetery, adjoining the Fort 

Mott reservation, about five miles from Salem, the Federal 

Government, n 1912, erected an 85-foot monument. On 12 tablets 

at the base are inscribed the names of 2,436 soldiers of the 

Confederacy who d ed during a cholera epidemic in Fort Delaware, 

where they were beinf beld as military prisoners. 

Every April 26 a grou of the Confederate Daughters of 

America journey to this spot to place wre ths at the monument 

in tribute to the men who were brought here for burial fron the 

island fort where they had died miserably of neglect and disease, 

far from their homes. 

The cemetery, enclosed by a gray stone wall, with its 

orderly rows of r vestones, its well-kept lawns and fine trees, 

is an impressively peacefuJ spot. A fringe of native brush 

and scrub oaks is kept as a bird refuge. The songs of birds 

and the wind in the trees are the only sounds that penetrate the 

quiet. Le ding nward from the entrance gates are two rows 
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of bronze plates, on each one of which is inscribed a verse 

of Theodore O'Hara 1s famous poem, The Bivouac of the Dead. 

One verse of the ooem sounds a solemn note: 

Rest on, embalmed and sainted deadl 
Dear as the blood ye gave 

No impious footstep here shall tread 
The herbage of your grave: 

Nor shall your glory be forgot 
While Fame her record keeps, 

Or honor ooints the hallowed spot 
Where Valor proudly sleeps. 

At one end of the cemetery a smaller monument honors 

the 165 Union soldiers, of the Fort Delaware garrison, who died 

in the ame epidemic. Nor that the scars of war are healed, the 

Union soldiers are also honored by a wreath placed there by the 

descendants of their former enemies. Over the graves of all, 

the Stars and Stripes flutters constantly in the breeze. 

Fort Delaware, today the central link in the chain of forts 

near the mouth of Delaware River, was designed to protect the 

city of Philadelphia. It was completed in 1859 - just in time 

for the Civil War. Pea Patch Island, on which the fort is situated, 

lies about midway in the Delaware River between the Delaware and 

New Jersey shores. 

There is a legend dating back to Colonial times that a ship 

laden with peas was grounded on a sandbar at this point. The 

roots grew, accumulating drift and sediment until an island of 

about 178 acres appeared on the surface of the water. Parts of 

the island are actually about three feet below water level, and 

a sea wall has been built to keep out the tide. 

By 1861 about 1,000 prisoners were interned on the swampy 

1 ttle island with its rim granite fort. Some prominent citizens 
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of Salem County and Delaware who had given evidence of their 

symp thy with the Southern cause were ainong the first to be 

confined there. In 1862 the place began to fill with war 

prisoners, and by the end of 1863, 12,000 prisoners, most of 

whom were taken at Gettysburg, were crowded together in a place 

that could accommodate only 4,000 with safety. Rude wooden 

barracks were constructed to house the wretched men. Barbed wire 

and alert sentries discouraged them from rash attempts to 

escape; those who managed to elude the guards and get to the 

mainland were helped to reach their own lines by means of an 

underground railway system that had been set up in Salem and 

in southern Delaware. 

Fort Delaware was to the South what Andersonville and 

Libbey were to the North. It was a cesspool of misery, dirt, 

lice, rats and disease. Dr. s. Weir Mitchell, who later became -
famous as a specialist in nervous diseases and a writer of 

historical romances, was at this time Federal Inspector of 

Prisons. In a letter written to his sister he describes the 

conditions of the island. Part of his letter is as follows: 

Tomorroi I go to Fort Delaware to inspect that 

inferno of detained rebels. A thousand ill, 

twelve thousand on an island that should hold 

four thousand, the general level three feet below 

the water mark; twenty deaths a day of dysentery, 

and the living having more life on them than in 

them. Occasional lack of water,- and thus a 

Christian nation treats the captives of its sword. 
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The thermometer is ninety. Not that I care. 

It may go until it requires a balloon to get any 

higher, and not reach my boiling point. 

Unruly prisoners were thrown into dungeons built into the 

solid masonry of the fort. These dungeons were totally dark and 

ventilated only by an airshaft too narrow to admit a small man. 

The only water supply was the rain that washed off the flat 

roofs of the fort, drained along gutters and then filtered through 

sand. When this supply fajled, water was brought from Brandywine 

Creelc in Delaware and dumped into cisterns without any a.t-Lernpt 

at filtering. 

When the number of dead exceeded the capacity of the cemetery 

on the little isle.rid, the governmen_t dP.dded to bury them on the 

Jersey shore at Finn's Point, on what is now the Fort Mott -
reservation. A government tug, the Osceola, chugged back and -forth across the mile of water transporting loads of bodies. Long 

ditches were dug and the dead were dumped in 2,436 of them 

with 1 t even the quest onable glory of being shot down on the 

battlefield. 

A government launch from Fort Mott takes visitors to Pea 

Patch Island, where the old granite fort, surrounded by its 

40-foot moat, looks much as it did in those dark days of the 

Civil War. Many of the old cannon balls, some weighing as much 

as 107 pounds, are st lJ in evidence. 

On the ground floor is one of the bastion rooms set aside 

for a bakery; the old-fashioned brick oven built into the walls 

can still be seen. It could not have supplied much more bread 
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than the officers needed for themselves. 

History 
Civil War 

During the late 1880 1 s and 190 1 s young people from Salem 

held dances in the guardrooms and prison rooms on the second 

floor. But from the time of the Spanish-American War no 

civilian has been allowed on the island without special per

mi s s on from the War Department. 

Bib]jography 

Stories of New Jersev. Its Significant Places, People and 
Activities. Compiled and Written by the Federai Writers' 
Project of the Works Project Administration for the State 
of New Jersey. Sponsored by the New Jersey Association of 
Teachers of Social Studies. New Jersey Guild Associates, 
Inc., Co-operating Sponsor. New York, Y. Barrows & Co., 
1938. 422 P• o. 79-83. 
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:; • • Cheney 
Feb.3 , 1 37. 

Wilmint:,ton's Civil 
General 1.'ho as 

No volunteer soldier from ~elaware served with more 

allantry and distinction dur.:.r. the entire viv"l ur t n General 

omas B. Smyth , a nort 1 1reland Irishma , :i1ho car,e to tr is Gi y ir -1858 , and was engaged on peaceful pursuits when the Soutt .. fired on 

1'ort Sumter . Impatient to 5 et to the front 111 defense o the Union 

he as tne first Delawarean mustered into the service (April 30 , 1~61) . 

Havin alread served as an officer of a Vilmington military cor pany, 

he ·uas elected Captain of Company C., Delaw re lues , the first volun

teers to go to the fro t . He had w• ited several days ate >erfecting 

his company ore;anizat·on for the state to settle some nice point of 

militia proceedure, and bein impatient at the red tape delay took ris 

con: and to Philadelphia and enlisted .:.n tl 24th Re iment o ... en .. a.. 

Volunteers. 1 et rnin5 ho1 e after t, e three months period c enliet ent 

ha ex ired> he was elected major of the irst :::iela,;rnre Regiment. His 

bravery won nlm the early connnenda tion of h.i.s superiors and he was s "On 

made Colonel of t 1e i{e iment , vice John '{ . Andrews who had resigns • 

Further promotion came after the Battle of Chancellorville, a .tl .. e 

ms c'Jmm.:.sslo ed Bri adier-General. ·J:_ rou out the battles of the 

between t .. e states he continue to be one of the outstandi. re imental 

officers o the Northern Army . At Gettysburg , valor and bravery, t ct 

and ability brought him further military glory. Ile captured n.:.ne sta is 

of Con ederate colors and a number o · prisoners . Unfortunately , horever, 

just be ore the c:l.ose of the fightin1::, a splinter from a burstin[; s .ell 

wounded h m and .. e us ordered to the hospit·l for surgical treat ent. 

Both General Hancock artd G neral Hayes extolled his services on the 

field of battle; later he was invalided home, and cured of fever. 

General ":.ymth , however , rejoined his command before it went into act.i..on 

again . 



Qheney. 
t e b . 3 , 1 37. ilmington ' s Civ~l 'ar tero. 

General Thomas • ~ymt:C. 

For a brief tie he ~as in comruand of the Irish rigatle ut 

at his personal request was returned to his Lelaw"re re iment. anc ... on 

October 16 , ~as commissioned Brigadier-General i7hile lis sol iers 

wee in the trenches before Vicksbur . There he sua.denly .. et leatr 

by the bullet o a l:onfederate sh rp-shooter. l'l:e tra ic e1 ing o .,h 

3re:3. t soldie~ 11 occurred leas t. an two weeks before the close of the 

,ar . He was shot on A rll 7 , 1865 and died two da slater ihile 

General Lee as surrenderin to General Grant in nearby Virginia. 

General Symth was the last eneral officer killed in tie four e rQ 

o • ilar. 

i ington and Delaware were shocked at his tragic death but 

the 0 rief o tne people as still more deeply stirred ,hen ~it in a 

ew days ca.e t.e an.cu.cement of 

·ar History records t at tl ee o 

President Lincoln ' s assassinati~r. • 
.... 
General Smyt~'s sta~f o ficers 

we ·e killed durin t. e ,~ar a. Ci. t_1a t three _.ors es • ad been s .ot w L.e 

e was in their saddles. · 'ili,.L ton aarr.irers pre..,ented hin: wit: a 

handsome sword as a testimonial o ~is rent services in the nace of 

Delaw•re. This now is in t_e collection of the Historical uociet 

o Dela1are is exhibited int e Old To1n all as a memorial o 

Delaware's gravest , ablest, volunteer scldier . 

,eference: iewspaper files . 
• emorial b Dr . ~ull ad Reminiscences . 



to • Ci 0 

• l • ( 

' 

• ( ill 

. ) 
ul 



- -

• 

1 

• 

, l • 

, l , t .. 

• 1 , • 

1 

, 
u, 

7 ) 

• 

C 1 

t 

1 

, 

7 • 

, 



. , 

• 

• 

0 

• • 
17 • 

- -

t.o 

C 

. ) 

, l 1 • 

• 

,, 

, l l • 

r 

I 



• , 1 lV • 

• 
1 

• 
0 

• 

• • 

1 • 

• 

• C 

• 

• 

• 



HISTORY OF FIRST RGI T OF DEL' IRE VOLt T RS 

BY ILLI 1 • S VILL 
From th commencement of' the "t ee onths Service"to t e final 
muster-out t the close of the ebellion. 

Sa-.c.< 
The Papers of the Historical Society of Delaware.V. 

1lm1ngton. Historical Society of Del are.I884. I63 pages. 
C.on1-ert ~-

Apr"l 2, I 73, t e colors of h Second, ird, •ourth, d ift1 Dela are 
e 1 ents which served in the ar of the Rebellion re turned over to 

t h Historical Soci ty of Del ware for afe Custody. 

The fir t c nsu taken in Delaw,are, in 1790, sho ed the numb r of ela.v sin 
the Stat to be 7. - The census of I 60-tle entire state owned 
b t I798 slaves. I34I1n Sussex Co., 254 1n New Castle Co.,203 in Kent . 
Sussex Co. xerc1 ed therefor a powerful and almost controlling 
nfluenc i t politics of the State. 

L a of Del w r -no provis on fo nt n ne m111t1 org izati ns. 
Secretary of r call don t e Gove or to furn ah one re i ent as 
to uota oft e State. 
Procl at1on by Governor Burton, Apr1123, I86I-Pa e9 

Officers who took ch rge. 

Reor z ton tr the three onth 

:r he fir t winter camp 

Active o~er tions. 

Frederick b rg 

Chancellorsv lle 
y 

B ttle of Gettsburg 

The Wilderness 

1ghtin our 

d S ottsylvania 

y to Petersburg 

he surrend r of Lee 



J. . 

.:.1ro'-ld . " 

~ho~sands cf e roe esc~ P. fro b r age t r 

lI' i t ce tur. ,. i t1g t1-t 'I"' C l C' 

" a es y r ent C () n i '1 1 63 , even to ay a 

c 1 ra.:1 to fr edo re e e, lt'1ou h 

it . s . isno r . mhis safA rc·.1t" fr '1e C' 1 re st e tC' 

s n fr Sol' ern s er.:.f.fs n 1 l -~ r ceive' 

o ficers r. t· d s er. olu bi1., a ., v fl t1-t h vc 1 o"' those 

V 0 s rte brut 1 st re- fort f fr e o . Officers 

Pro low .i.. e I ~so a a ixo 1 ne we~e mostly 4 le to tr~il 

trieir fleein u rr up to th t <"'us uehannn I ,lAy torn, but hnre 

t e "scent" i.n +- eir n z t e·l r t t th lost 

egroes h boar ed an 1' nderground ailroad" ,.., co'1ti ue .,"'eir 

flight to freedom , 

rhe "Under round ai roo.d" •,as ,nt r ly myth · ca rmd 

no X stent , 1"'t e · t · ve sl ve I re a' 1 t 0V"C e '1eir 

pur~ ,... ,,. t ro· . et 0 C pl n n 0 
. ts, os.i.. 

rs i ... n t 10 s u her ennsylv coun .... ·es , 

hAster n el 'l ..... e . , t:> r·en ,., sit9.ted no.i.. in -.1. 

t e 1 st 8.bout 1'1tr--tc L t ryro r :.s . 0 of' l onstit ti0n 
, . 
... 1 C' V ry C s of 0 re'"'s to t. t, 

t' Air pro,.,.r 1, . ch r d :c,r 1 fA' d co ·e ..,..,, f 

t r r l rs s so W" 1 carr.:.e to ef ct t t . t 1.s li~tle 
L, "I ~ 

·en rt t nonplus 0 ut1ern herrif"' r nc~ed cl s· t t 

sc '1 rm'"' by " nder rou 1 ilro rs . " t i '1' t· t 

th t i s .i- e 

al s.i.. s so "S c .... s t' bo t e crtl-i 

a d c:,o th . 

una a sl ves e o· 1 · e...:i t0 ~ t''-3.Vel ·-,y Ot' r 

to avoi~ n tec.i..•o t· e o ·t <"'ta. "or 



her. y, n r r nd 
4- -7.6. 

u · 1ance • :l C ~very bl C n or '0 i ... 
A OU "1 r o::. t l, 

t e ·a/ 0 fr e om. It 8.S t celestial e' on, t· il r 

of f · rE> ... ' + t lS Ad Africans 0' t of .a..i-, ha,., s of e l, 

c:,o ther "!'O 'l s. I • this i 7 :i n t.:.on ro O!l s so 

h t ~ by lnv"" 0 n r .... star oulc 1~ave , e torn 

ut 0 + 51 • s 0 si 1 V 

e OU st s at.:.o t is s ct·on o h st 

of t e "Unc r"'round 11 s il i g'tol'l w.i.t• br,..nc' s ~ 
,...1 

dircct·cns - to enn ~ t C u re, 0 cord a t rou h 'h 

'Io 0 "'ley o"' T)enn' s do • In f lCt . t net :v-or e t 

e tir ct t o enns l1a i, a 1 st ts bor ,,,,r· ... +- <> aso .-

xo . 1 i.n , here hous s r barns were o en to t 1 e en 9. o <> 

w o fl d persecutio of oner or sl ve drivers. To ore 

ePinite y loc te the ··1m·ngto1 t t·on .:.t mi '1t e,., i to 

h v b en under Thomas Garrett's hat. e ~as t econ uctor -
0 c'r , o ca e cr,..,enir. · nt · 'il ng on f n.r · f'V r 

t ... t t y i 'l be betr~yed, but 1 ra,rs re I r ere to n tl--ie 

"re t bolit·o 1st. I ey '1· f"!e l .ivcn h. s arre dress 

throu.r; some mysterioun r V 
. 

l ro ess t t i f"\ ir'lculo 1sl, 

t in dAta·1 a.nc1 th 
once 

er his protect.:.n 9.ccur e . .ne ·1 ·n 

bf' volent care t eir ... r as ssured • 

The .,..UTI'l y u t ve hP routn outlinA 

. st r OU~ y epin 9.tch 0 + e st'1.r, t ey r l"' ly , 
f ·1e to re C '1:!.. mlAss t A r s pear ce ,.. s-

co e ed I' t 1 b:oo' oun ~ "'et on +-, tr -· 1. r ve .L. V 

al, n· t t Y r R. _r ly s ter ere t ey . ere 'S lied 

·th food bed t . r .... or clot rr re nj_r or C, s"de 

for ot 1er ar ents. h y 'O 1 0 [!'l qt i htf ~1 rovi e 

,r:.t'1. ' reels of food ossibl Y'lr> 1 shoAs. h lC~lc'l r ch 



r.l'lene-y , J • ,, • 
4-8-36. 

Un er~rou.nd a ~oq. 
r;e 3. 

another sa e 1aven before nig~tfal , ad, :rt' va~ ~as not cle r , 

~ould hide ·~ bushes unt·1 dark he they came ·o the house t ey 

sou"'ht, n' throu '1. so e tol'e , spo'{f'>Y' o:r 'l:ritten ·rnrds, t Y 

found ,elcomi ~ he pful f relly e dy to q{e them n. This 

procedure as continu,n day ar. f! t 1 mt_1 they got beyord 

the dangerous points, when life ~sue a 1 ss hect:c asoect 

and they enjoyec rest and re ose. any contl ued t 1w flight 

across tlie Canad· an border but mant s.t too1{ t;he "Undero-ouncl 11 

1.:..mite •i i gton rem i ed 0 "'l enns. lvania and ew York 

l'lhere +-he. "' rvon t eir r scuers as f o 1n "1ds or i dor:,r 

serv ts. To v id t1e -o~si ilit~ of im o ·t·on fro other 

e~roes, t runq as vere rovi ed i"th '~ · c 1 mlght have 

r r: '' I a forw'lrd Lng +>0 1.1r sacks o prir blnc { v10ol '' ( l +' t 1ere 

"ere four negroes togetl-ier) , " or a~ other note mj_ght refl : "Here 

are two i.ec"' of f :n~ 1bo y fol"' you, 11 nG.ming the runa qys. 

'/her. t 1e fugitives came j_11 groups ( t ey usu 1 

preferre to av id t e isol t.:..on ad lo li"1A s of the a1v nture) , 

they 'lere senar ted ·nto s ~ller parti ( distri uted t once 

t rou h the homes of th t section ln order t t if th.eir ...,ursunrs 

came upon tie they would not all be recaptured. 

The il tngto11 "'C"nderground" ra· ro 11ttr cted run-

r .:..ni t e a olinas in ~ it'on t 

To'ler Del 0 fl"'e and th, stern hare. h0 co~ductor vas i -

ne iately appris0d t~ t so fug iti AS 11 cl r ched tom, '"'nd he 

t once provice for t~8ir safety. ~tis rel4ted, to ·11~strate 

t e shrerd r qu.:..c{ t inkin~ necessary, th.~ some runa1avs drove 

to lMln ton n vere turne over to rhe st tion- aster r oh~ 

their horses itched at a public 1~ce , ile t1ey con lnued t e 

journey r ~~other WB"O. Officers watc1ed t 1e team~ o,lng it 

to h ve been stole~' ntil after tae dangAr of arrest ~Bd p nsal, 



eney. 
4-8-36. 

"iindergroun '1 

Then t e conductor appeared S."'d su gested to t 11e s1..,erii'fs that 

the ~orses shoull be fed in a nearby st ble rt hi expense. 

The instant they sa;.r r. Lrarrett t--ey 1 'nev1 t.., t t1ey h8.d lost 

their fuc tives through his 

The TI'lln l ne of th 

to Tongwood and 'ennett "quar 

to Phoenixville. ~t Ionr:wood, 

C' :r:ts. 

a d 
·ngto~ Undergroun extended 

northwar s to C)~tesv:11 qlso 

saac and )i 1 . enden'1all, :rell --grounded int' e doctrines of lias Hies, were conductors nn 

t ey ~ ~s di r.umArable blnc{S on to frecdo. and h up ne s. 

mhev 1ere sun r bolit·onist 0 ~nd tot e:r influence ~qs ~c

r-reditAd the ourdin,.,. of ·1e ... on,,.·ooc Progressive r ens' Yearl, 

•· et i-rig, v 11.i.ch i t have b er. reg" rded a re uke to 1 tr'l

conservat 'srr. oft e stablished eetings of the sect. mhe enden

ha 1 house- rqs never closed o the ru~aia. s nor ;.rere t e 1-to es 

of their fr· n and nei hbors. :Jtterly opposed to slavery or 

all sug >est o s of it, so, e of t'1e blP c :e rnrren t 10y ,., · rescued 

;.r r so fond ad faithful in ~eir rat~tude th'lt t' ey Pre rilling 

to serve fr ely such ind consider~te rr sters. There were in-

numerable sl i ar re~ct·o~s on t p rt of ot11Ar freed en and 

wo en. The post o,.. "Un ergrouncl " on "J.ctor re ·ired trut>if ll-

ness as ,e,l s fines C...,e slave ·1 o 1 r ac1ed Ionguood 

via ·1 i ton was especi lly sou ht by a sout ern s eriff B.nd 

hie po~se. Tes t·o gent b·llt im a concealed little roo1 

in s Ul!e ·1ood l)ile, an ~ .. e the ursuvrs arrived a i"'lq_uired 

for their ru a1ay, h tr·t ful u err plied 1• e is not in my 

house." Inres on e o t e ""urt er --.rnestion,wh t abo11t -1-, A b1.rn? 

he: re lied: ''he :s not in y b rn. 11 'Ihe officers rode o , ithout 

their quarry; they ne 1 t e bro d brinrred u,.,1..-er would not tell 

a lie. 

It req1ired gre t cur e to e r ov as r. ~ct·v~ 
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0nd rr,round n~·1r 
P r:e 5. 

Abolitionist before ~resident Li1coln reclaimed t~e e~roes 

to be free or even ft rt 1 t e·e.ntful pronounre et. ~hose 

who expressed frier'ly ad Christi nly terest for theM and 

t!'leir freedom were almost ou lawed amon frien s an~ nei hors. 

~ven though uelaware had but few e~roe in bondage, less h~~ 

400 i 1863, most y o,ned in Sussex :ounty, it was a firmly 

established ·nst~tutlon a w .:.le most of t' peo le regarded 

th ~~s qve ent of l~bor essent·a1 tote suc~ess of the indivi, al 

a t e t te, nany slave o ~ers h~ liberate t e )o~'sM~n ~s 

an eco o ic move. Thev 18.d concluded tbf t the same worl{ as . ., 

done y slave could be perfor ed at less cost t1-1roup.:h pa.Y111ePt 

on thn t· n prevaili·g ,age for u~s~Llled workers. 

Tiovrev r, i almost every discussion or. t e quAst ·o"l o:' 

s a very t11e sympatriy was very 1 rgely with t e sl ve om rs and 

to h ve. been 1ovm s q_n 11 -:ndt:1r rourd II conductor A. most c ml e.,..,"'ed 

event e rabble to br"c1 -bat expressions of ndi~nat·on. Indeed 

f the sp~eches of so e or aur lead'n~ st tesmP.n and la~yers prior 

to t e abolution of slavery rnre to e voiced · n t e courts or 

from t A ryo it~ca rostru toca~ t1ey ~o 1a ca1sA a riot. In 

courtr it ~as conte de th t he e ro s an "nf r or r ce to 

be treate b t e :tPs as t~P latter c: ose - th t t' y simply 

It ir recor e int' e exoeriences c~ runaw y slnves, 

th t they b c me o Q:cc s00 as t· e-c·te et of th trlp 

VPTI t' P 13 f" of ""'Curit""' ,-,r' ~reedo,, unt · 1 , ey 'le 

~ iustec t eQ~elves to th ~0 v condit·o~. ~~ surro n i.~s. 

Sons ad left not ers be · d; h1sba~ds h c rtel fro th ir 

,rives a ~ children l +-he lOP"' of lat r buy.in elr fr"'edor 

an' r · n"" i ort· • an never a ~·n Par frorr or of thPir 



C .e ey, J. n. 
4- 0 -36. 

t e ir 1("ind.r ac { h0. P., b,1t t'leir OT)ti n.:. 

nder,,.round 'ta· 1ror • 
ti.n;e 6. 

' 
1e co Pi ent 

f 1th"' b 1 ef t t eir h ppy hopes would be ri:1nlize , 

sitste.ined t em ·ntil bso bed by tr A wider, bro11 er life oP 

oo~e b ck on t·P cruel d y of e·r slavery fr edom. rnhe 

nd t nked t'l t er t· t Ile har c 1 i. vered t em fron bon r;e. 

e:f'erences: Smedl y, obert C. 7:is to ~y of t 1e lTnder •o·md -ail

r0qc ~ Ches~Ar a~~ e ei ~ or_n C0unties of ennsylvaniq. 

- nraster, Pq., Office of 

front., oort., pl. 

e ~a r~st ,r Jour 1, 1 83. 407 p. 

0 til , ill i. m. he Tnderground )ailro~r,a Record 

of .acts, uthentic N rr ~ivcs, L tters etc. ~rr11t·~" e ard-

slips oft e Slave int eir ~forts for Eroedm •• together 

· it s1 etches of some oi' t n stock 101 ers •. of th raod. 

0 hil de phi, Porter 

Chairrr ~ of the ctin· 

:Jnder"'round ailroad •• 

Co tes, 1872. 780 u. ("M. "ti 1 'la" -li("ant Co. of P'1. la. br nch of the 

,.ilmington ~ally Commerc·a1, J1nu4ry 23, 1P71. 
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Clyde~. Young 
August 21, 1941 

BADGES OF CRl.= vOR 

30VERNKE~~ 
History: 

ARE FELONS 

The wearing of brightly-colored Roman letters upon 

the outer garments by persons convicted of various criminal 

offenses, which inspired lathaniel Hawt~orne 1 s greatest 

novel, The Scarlet Letter, was introduced into the laws of 

Delaware in 1698. 

The original law, as passed by illiam enn 1 s assembly, 

specified that ·the letter should be of red, blue, or yellow 

clotr. No specific reason was given in the law for the 

variety of colors, as the color did not indicate the par

ticular crime for whicb tte we~rer had ~een convicted. 

(Records of the Court of General Sessions and Gaol Delivery 

for lew astle County for the period of 1768-74 show that 

green was sometimes included in the color scheme for the 

prisoner's bade of crime.) The letter identified the type 

oi cr~me for wrich tbe person had been convicted, such as T 

for theft, for adultery, F for forcery, etc. Under the 

ori inal law, a convict found upon the streets not wearing 

the badge of crime was subject to arrest and could receive 

aeain corporal punishment of the same nu.Ir.ber of lashes that 

had been ordered at the time of conviction. 

Luch, apparently, was left to the discretion of the 

court in imposing a sentence tich included the weari~g of 

the Roman letter. The color, size of the letter, and the 
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particular part of the cloth.:.ng on which it should be worn 

ere included in the sentence of tre court. In ost in

stances, it was ordered that tre letter should be worn upon 

the coat sleeve, but the cou t rer,ords sbow tnat t e prisoner 
it upon 

~i t also be directed to wear/the back. It ias also customary 

for the court in pronouncin£ sentence to adhere to the orlginal 

law and prescr e that the letter be orn fnr six ~onths, but 

loncer periods could be included in the sentenr-e. An example 

of the fact that p1·isoners might be sentenced to ear the 

badre of crir.e forte re~t of their lives is contained in 

the recoras of the Court of General essions of New CastJe 

County for December ~1, 1818, when John Rob:nson was found 

guilty of counterfeiting . Tbe r·ecord reads: 

11 ereupo:n it is ordered and adjUJ ed by 
the ourt that th~ said Jo}n Robinson pa a 
fine of Five Fundred Dollars and that he be 
imprisoned and ept in solitary confine ent 
for the s ace of Three Ii'ontbs , and s all for
ever wear tre letter • Made of scarlet cloth, 
sewed on the o tside of h s gar ent on the 
back, between the should rs, of at least six 
inches square; and its all re the duty of any 
Constable ~ithin tris State, nd ~e is hereby 
requlred, as often as re shall see the said 
Defendant int e State and ithout sue Bad[e, 
to apprehend rim and take hi~ before so~e 
ustice of the eace, who slall, on proof 

thereof, -ade, order the ~aid Conata le, or some 
ot~er onstable, to ive him Ten lasres on his 
hare back vell laid on; ar.d if any Constable, 
or Justice, shall refuse or ne lect to perfor 
the duty lereb en"oined , he shall be Indicted 
and fined any suri. not less than twenty dollars 
nor eJ("ceedin One Hundred ollars ith Costs . " 

The sentence imposed upon Robinson tells rnther graphic

ally the entire power of the cou~t in im~osing a sentence in

volving the wearint; of a bad[e of crime , and the seriousness 
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with which that phase of i:,unishment was viewed . 

The wearing of such letters to proclaim publicly a court 

conviction continued until 1855, when it was abolishea b an 

act of Le islature . The le islative act, hcwever, substituted 

for it the wearing of a prisoner's ·acket for a period of six 

montts after dischar e from prison . This means of warnina the 

public that forrrer convicts ere walking the streets re ined 

a Dela are law until 1883, hen it as abolisred by an act of 

the General ssembl~ . 



• • Pietuaz 
Victor 111 r 
Dec. 10, l a 

i tor 
Colo 1 l 

00 CE 
Dur1 Pa tr t1on 

t a eting ot t Prov1no1 l Counoil, h ld t w 

C tl, Jul7 25, 1726, o r wh1 h put 

Gordon pr i ed, co 1 sion r r n 

overnor P trick 

d to the form 

of th upr m Court or Appe 1 for th ap ctiv 

count1 • ca t ounty, Col. o rench nd S u 1 -Lo n; nt County, obert Gordo nd B n 1n h er; -
Su X Count , H n ~ Ok ,, nd Jo than B 11. -

w commia ions tor Juat1o or t eao r al o 1a-

a d. or ew tl Coun 1: Col. John Fr nc, o ert Gordon, 

o eph 1 nd, Ch rl pr1 r, Jobn don, J ea Lo n, 

11 1 m tt 11, v1d 

an Hanson, J m • ~ 
-
, Sa 1 

n r w tr on, n z r -
rk, !chard G fton, 

son, 

nd -
1 Y• 

or nt County: o rt Gordon, , Ric rd -
ill r, Tho nch, --nson, J hn B__].l, J me orre 1, Josep Boo h, Jr.JJobn - -

rinkl , Tho 

Tilton, 1111 

rr, eor 

nl v, -
John 

bor o. 

n, Jo m 

or Su x Cou t : Henry Broo , 111, Philip 

on Kollock, John Rusell, -- l o l n, ool - urton, ..-- -
J, Jer 1 h Claypool, J cob Kollock, Tho I vi, John - - -
J co , el , and Jo eph Cord. - And t ting of th o 1nc1 l Council, h ld 1n 

-
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Philad lph a, April 20 , 1727 , over 

e.trick Gordon lso p Si d, t -
ud oft e Supr t.h 

an, c a1•d ra:fton, ob 

Henr Brooke, and one.than 1ly. - -

hich 

ollo i 

rt Go __. 

puty 

er 

Hi tory 
Colo ial 

Governor 

ppo1nt d 

Count! • • 

on, l nj 1n lu r, -
u t1ce of th Pace e l o pointed at th t e ting. 

The follo 1ng ere e ected: or N C stle Cou~ty, o er 

C)grdon, John ~char aon, o ph 1 nd, rl Spri 

ndr P terson, H n Hanson, lmon Hadloy, - -- __, 
nuary, Ja ....... 8 , . , R1oh rd nt 11, o cph Io 1 on ___,. - -

nd J ea Arm1t g . -or Su x County; roo - , 1111am ~11 , ichar 

~ n , ohn oad .... , -
.owl nd, John _..,, er -

cob , Samu 1 _vie , -
lton, noc -

P nn -;lv ni . 
3. 253-254, 

~ng• 

oolse:,: ton , Simon olluo u l , - -
.1 h _! ypool , J cob K~luck, John 

Jo ph ~rd, obert h nkland, org - . 

nd Dav1d S 1th. -

the Provincial Council . 18521 

• 



f>ote. 

Willing Letters and Papers, Thomas Willing, 1731-1821, by Thomas 
Willing Balch. 

P.119: 

"The Town of Wilmington, r"'centl-v called Willing' s town, 

in the Delaware State, was laid - out and considerably improved 
I 

by Thomas Willing - a kinsman of my Grandfathers, by one of his -
half brothers, George or Joseph. He came over from England, with 

my Grandmother, and married a Sweedish woman, by whom he got the 

tract of land on which that Town now stands. His descendants 

a.re all dead." 



. 
~ .. 

~.M. ~/4¼. 
From Willing Letters and Paper~, Thomas Willing 1731-1821, by 
Thomas Willing Ealch. 

P.20: 9 
Advertisement of Willing, Morris and Company. 

luay 6th . 

11 Just imported from the Coast of Africa in the Brigantine 

Nancy, William Clarke, Master: and to be sold at Wilmington, in 

New Castle County, where sttendance is given by Willing, Morris, 

and Comp. of Philadelphia. 

"One Hundred and Seventy five Gold Coast Negroes, N.B. 

In the West India Islands, where Slaves are best known, those ---of the Gold Coast are in much greater Esteem and higher valued 

than any others on Account of their natural good Dis ositions, 

and being better capable of hard Labour." 

9 
(t'ennsylvania Journal and Weekly Advertiser, May 6, 1762. No. 
1013. 



From Willing Letters and Papers. - Thomas Willing 1731-1821, 
by Thomas Willing Balch • 

.!:'age LYII 

The most notable of Thomas Willing's descendants was 

the late Thomas Francis Bayard, three times elected Senator from 

the State of Delaware, Secretary of State in the first Cleveland 

administration (1885-1889), and the first American Ambassador 

accredited to a foreign government (1893), whose splendid career 

was summed up in a few words by Grover Cleveland: "Bayard is the 

purest am most patriotic man I know.'' 



; ~ ~ 

.,w;a/ 
Thomas Willing's great-grandfather, Joseph Willin of 

loucestershire, En land, married on the first o~ July, 1672, 

first Elizabeth Plaver, who died on the 14th of October, 1675, 

by whom he had issue two sons: George, born on the 12th of Sep

tember, 1673, and Joseph, born on the 22nd of September, 1675. 

The next year, he took unt,o himself a second wife, Ava Lowle of 

Glouchester, whom he married on the 24th of hay, 1676. She was 

an heiress of Saxon family and good estate. She died the 31st 

of December, 1717. Joseph Willin~upon his marriage to Ava Lowle, 

assumed her arms: "Sable, a hand couped at the wrist, grBsping 

threedarts, one in pale and two in sallure argent.n By this 

lady he had issue six children. Their eldest son was Thomas 

iillin of Bristol, England, where he was a prosoerous and 

influential merchant. He was born on the 6th of January, 

1679-80; and married on the 16th of July, 1704, Anne Harrison, 

who was a grand-daughter of two of the regicides. One was the 

redoubtable Uajor-General Thomas liarrison of Cromwell's time 
, 

and a member of the Long Parliament, and the other Simon lfa.yne 

of Lincolnsr'ire. Thomas Willing of 11ristol, who married Mary 

Syms, by whom he left surviving issue in England, first visited 

America in 1720 in comoany with his younger brother Richard 

Willing. They returned to Pristol in 1725. The latter, who was 

born the 26th of May, 1681, and died the 6th of September, 1736, 

is said to be buried in the mayor's chapel at Bristol. 
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1rice as it el or t l nd cruelly r va e b t r ls 

of r ce; fir t y Tur e , in 1674, next b in 1 89 , 

nd 1 st by to Dul'e of or es , in l 95 . caulay s , 

" ra r ce1ve orders to rn one of th r _rest e on of 

E ro into ld rnes • The r V e b Turem e , tho they 

h vole t deep t non hi lor , re er ort i co -

r1son th 

Lor s 1 16 5 

orrors of this econd dev ton. 

s q 11 dre dful . e cou tr , hich, 

V r , de t e 1 rgo t contr bution of r sbJ't r1 ns to eri-

, if not to Dr r , s Ir 1 nd . It took both t rv tion 

d r cut on to r ve to .. h rdy ore e rs of our om 

t ir hoe to the ldernes • he facts re 11 the ore 

hen it is re e bered t t the . eople thu e • lled 

co titut l r e rt o t e rote tat arriso 1n Ir 1 nd . 

or t e beyond t 

en eo le fro 

ut th the r 

or of ante ort of Ir 1 

cotl nd, their ~heres ei "thin 

I , n 1 03, he ove nt 

d 

ht . 

e 

1 r er . It as reatly incre ed ft r Croi oll ' d vat tions , 

nd tee cotch- Irish ere re b t ri 11 . t bl h d 

church dr it tr nth, of cour , from t· e En linh, but 

p rti lity 11 Ir 1 d , ther C thol1c, r sb t ri-

nor 1 cop 11 n t e co erci l elf she a of v-

ell d its aucce iv bl s . p to the t e of the r stor ton 

no 1 ·s1 t ve dis bil" yr ted on Iri hi tr , ut b en 

16 5 nd 1 80 11 export tions of Irish c ttl , sh p ors in , 

I 16 , 11 or th ir rod ct into En 1 d 

i port t1on fro t e colon 

forbidde . 

i to r 1 nd r hibited . 

The Ir h th n, t 1rne th ir ef ortL to ool , ut in 16 4 

ex ort tion of Ir· h nuf ct ed ool to any country ver 
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as prohibite Of this Le y • "So n e t e fir • . 
ro 1 rel h V r kno n of b co 1n (l ro rou n 

h pp countr .• The r i a solut d f 1. If Dr 

the s p ri , hoe r, th r 1 1ous oppr s on q lly 

V orou. y t f ous t Act" of 1 r·, to t k the o th 

0 11 nc nd pre cy, s de con tion o oldi 

of i e, civil or r ·, or of o ni rop rt in corpor t 

t n • p ci t on or r 1 n rov ded th t no r on 

ould of th et ho d not confor to h 

Ch ch of 1 11 • n t d t of 

rot t nt 1 , th r of n eir, f r e 1 n, 

p s ov r to ore of the t bl shed c urch. 

t t, ter or I c eon t t rone, Lut n in 

r 11 ion, th ,er ain 1n control of t 

r io t r nt the i t r of Ir l nd 

f; o in 171 bill tor 1 t er nt 1 t t cl u 

intro UC 1 to t e Iri rl a: t. In te of' in 

1 n t fo d thu r t1 r 1 f OU t, t 

ad ven ore o pr . n ent erel .. e th 

confo i t b re 1 sion t for or 1 in th ir 

ch l , t t t e ternl dint 1 

to or ne rl f'_ft t r b -

teri n of' , r th un er t e T t ct 

t one r s d y t e dor Lut r nd n 

lis in1 try, l t op for r 1 ef. Inc -

ro hold ublic nt, or y 0 'ic 

tt cont l , t ir rri V 11 , n ~ fo n 0 
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n l ch ol, t B f r ot ton . 

d rou • C h rot t nt , • 

Ir 0 t r V std f nd r of 

t, o led r c n bo rd th fr h 

fl t 0 it ns . T t thous nd ft l t on t 

d tr ctio o·t ool n tr do . ny or er 

h 1 t ct. l C -

1 t 0 t t ould • h nth 

ct fi 11 clo , n of p1r1t n r r f to 

r in in ountey hr h r hel unr·t 0 r C V 

t r1 t· of cit1 p; t r u on, until h J 11 

t brok n n 177 ·, nn l of ,il 

pour d lv 0 t lf t Londo rr . h 

r ic t it e , cont1nu 0 n 

1n t r the r of ence, 

0 1 rcer n 1 t nth uO "" r 0 of th r -
yt r n 0 d int T co 1 . 

f r C • • 

H tor Cl dr 

r 

d l r b or t 

1 n urch, er 

, J n 7, •• 1 0 , y bl 

1 oci t · o 

"ri d of 01 

r , o 

n on 1 in 

• 
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11 h1 ff1c n to 
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Sir obert Co.rr, o1ned in co· 1 son _t -
Ricard 1coll, eoree Cnrt r1 t, d S n 

sent to .Amor c it d 00 1 e 1 d force to put 

the e of' Yore in the C try .e 1 ad been r ted 

by patent throu Charle II, 1 brot1er. The date of 

1ss1on ven a April 26, 1G64, 
wa 

o e month befor 

e co 

eclared 

with I!ol d. 

1 d forces con 1stcd of 300 un er ol. 1colls. 

All co 

throu 

icatio s ct eon t ve ant and the riti 

l. icol 

co· and. 0 

I 1 ch ecms to ndic te 

er, 1r o ert C rr's c 

-
e..s done 

t e one in 

on to e-su_ e 

duce the tc or the ela re as r te y t et ree ot r 

eo is· ion rs, C 1. icol , Cart r 1t, 

se te 
of 

d ver • 

vor 

ea, 

d 
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t ctio ore l o o ort Carr ro ~ t· o -
C 

o.·c t • 

tt n l eo o tor under 1 

664, 

o enc. 

Car too 
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sto 

D' 1 0 OD 

o C st o ton -
:rt clc"' of 

el. 

re r te t. 

c'1 u s c pt .red 1ort fter. 
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SIR ROBERT C ING OF NEW CASTLE 

Sir Robert Carr, who reduced the fort at Ne Amstel in 

1664, as born in orthumberland County, England, date unknown. He 

as ritish Commissioner in ew England, having been appointed by 

Charles II 1n conjunction with Col. Richard Nicolls, George Cart

wright, and Samuel averick. 

During the same year they ere appointed, Carr and icolls 

captured New Amsterdam, and renamed 1t ew York, in honor of the 

Duke of York . Carr then forced the surrender of the Dutch at New 

Amstel, in Delaware. The operations extended over several days in the 

first week of October. 

Carr RETURNED TO BOSTON I FEBRUARY, 1665, which makes tis 

stay, whether in New Castle or otherwise, less than six months. From 

that time on, until he died, there is nothing that has been observed 

that ould show he came back to New Castle. With his coadjutors, he 

attempted to supersede the constituted authorities of assachusetts, 

but the colonists refused to recognize their commission. They then 

went to the north and endeavored to restore proprietary government . 

The towns in Ne Hampshire obeyed the instructions of the Governor 

of assacbusetts and refused to hold intercourse with the connniasionera. 

In aine, the people welcomed the commissioners, preferring direct 

dependenc on the King to incorporation in Massachusetts , court 

was held in Casco in July, 1666, and a new government was con

stituted and maintained until 1668. 

CARR RETU ED TO ENGLAND AND DIED O THE DAY AFTER HIS 

ARRIVAL, JUE 1, 1667. It seems reasonably clear that he as too 
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CODE OF THE DUKE OF Y RK 

Charles II granted Duke of York and Gov. Nicholls and his council 

selected from the statutes of other colonies a set of laws to be 

enforced on the Delaware by courts sitting respectively at New Castle -
Whorekill,At ~and(Chester) and ~J2nes. Delays checKed the enforce-

ment of these and it was not until 1676 that Gov. Andros issued an ,-
order to put them in effect. 

St. Jones County(Kent County) was first used in 1680. 

There is no record of the ber inning Gt' the tmg1mi-i-tl:g:.. of the present 

County names but,There is evidence to believe that Wm. Penn named 
I c,, t. ? , 

them in 1882. · 

Biblo.- Henry c. Conrad and Scharf. 



LOO TIN: New Castle 

Submitted by Donald Cro e 
Date: September 10, 1936. 

Early Industries in e Castl. (Supplement) 

When the English under S1r Robert Carr captured New Am.stel, - -
the town no call d !_!_.Castle, and th country round about were 

ystematically and thoroughly looted.-- "One hundred sheep and 

thirty or forty horses, fifty or sixty cows, between sixty and 

s venty Negroes, the brewhouee, stillhouae and all the materials 

thereunto belonging, the produce of the land for that year, such as 

corn hay &c. er seized for the Cings us ••• all to the value, as 

near as can b remembered of four thousand pounds sterling••• All 

sorts of tools for handicraft tradesmen and all plou h gear and oth r 

things to cultivate the ground, which were in store in great quantity, 

were likewise seized together with a sa -mill ready to set up and 

nine sea bouys with their iron chains,tt in fact, everything of 

value, that as movable, was swept away from the miserable unresist

i colonists. 

Bibliography: 

The Dutch & Swedes on the Delawar 1609-64. By 
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McComb,Henry 
M1Corkle,Thoma1 
Ms8ullough,J.J. 

Janms 
McDaniel & MerrihP.w 
McDowell,Alexan~~r 

James 
McDowell ville 
Mcintire,Henry ~-

Henry l. 
Uclaig,Zdwa.rd 
McKean,Thome.e 
McMurtrie,R, 
MacNair,...,arne11t 
MacUair,Sue 
McWlllie.m,Richard 
Maha.ffy,Mary 
Maifoappenahin 

anlove,Vark 
Wi lliem 

Mann,J.B. 
Yaps 
Marks,Lafa.yette 
Marriage 
Ma.rehdl,George 
Martel,Michel 
I"\ ,c:t-,, , Joael)h 
VaeBey,J.Cla~ton 
Maull,Cha.rles H. 
Maverick,Samuel 
May,Corneliua Jacobsen 

John 
May-day 
Mechacksitt. See Mechaecksitt 
Mechaecksitt 
Mendenhall,Dinph 

Isaiic 
Mercuriua ( ShiJ1) 
Mesa,Isiah 
Mes1ick,WilliaJ1 R 
Meyers, John 

258-260 408 
~33 
333 
218 
97 
93 
355 
258,313 
369,377 
284 
322 

396 
322 
12,88,229,314,397 

369 
32 
23 
322 
97 
98 
q., 

l 
115 
:.:132 
356 
3:3~ 
95 
95 
98 
285,300 
113 
88 
88 
139 
115 
262 
369 
369 
93 
306 
98 
173 
322 
169 
322 
103 
322 
389,391 
19 
369,370 
175 

261 
3€-3 
363 
29 
30 
322 
98 



Uichener,Amanda Pyle 
Annie F.. 

Mi~dletown 
Midsummer 
Milford Bard. SeeLofland,John 
Military history 
Mi 11 Creek 

Ula 
Minnesota (Ship) 
Minquu Kill 
Minuit ,Pater 
~itchell,Natha.niel 

S.Weir 
Mol,Mr. 
Moore,Charlea 

Ed•ard 
Mra.John P. 

Moreland,Dr. 
Morrh, Elijah J. 
Mo• quito-burg 
Murderkill Creek 
Mu1tard,Loui1 vr. 
Nancy ( Ship) 
Naringle,H.~il)i3.Ills 
New A111etel. Sefi: New Castle 
New Amatel (Shi~) 
New Castle 

New Jeraey Inn, W~lmington 
Newark 
Newark Academy 
Newark Union Church,Carrcroft 
Newell,George 
Newsink 
Nickname• Seo:Sta.te name 
Ni co 11 ,Ri cbardlf ¥i.c/rf. /://Ff.• 
Nixon,J.H. 
Oade,Thomaa 
0 1Flinn,Patriclc 
Ogle,Howard 
0 1Kee:fe, 
Old Church 
Old Church Ranger, 
Old Man' a Path 
Old Mill Re• ervoir.See:Edgar Hoope 
Old Mi 11 tract 
Old Swedes Church,Wilmington 
011 ve, Thomae 
Olla eon ,Lawaey 
Omnibuaea.See:Buaea 
Orn (Ship) 
Orr,William P. 
Osceola (Ship) 
Our Delaware.See:State aomg 
Owene,Mary 

Samu.el 
Panic .See:Cri~as and nanics 
Paradhe Point 
Parady' a Udden 
Parker,Henry 
Parsona,Mary 

259 
259 
356 
143 

345-351,353-359 
122 
68,120,158-159,235 
269~ 
22/.~~,~~¢,~¢4 

za-23,250,254 
1,#, 2 
342 
212 
98 
93 
95 
116 
322 
400 
22 
322 
~ ?i7t. 
262 

208,394 .,,1.9 ~ I 

29-32,122,145¼146,20~ 1aa-~ag,z39_241,2?1,297 
~01, -,;03,:~24,381,386,388,390,::ga-393,395 
:326 
111-112 
i,4 
~o 
369 
261 

386-387,389-391,394 
93 202;~, 
,.,_ 186 
97 
351 
331 
331 
219 

Memorial Reservoir 
199 
190,274,331 
229 
88 

250 
322 
343 

9 
g 

22 
22 
14 
:,:09 



Pea Patch Island 
Peachea 
Pegg,C.M. 
Penn,P.annah Callowhill 

John 
Richard 
Thoma• 
Willie 
Wi lliam,Jr. 

Pennell,Jefferey 
People's settlement 
Perry,~atthew Calbraith 
Peteraon,And.rew 

Arthur 
Samuel 

Pickle1,Zacharia 
Pieterson,Everat 
Pietterson,Hance 
Pike,Henry 
Ploekhoy,Pieter Corneliaz 
Plo1tden,Edmund. 
Poetry 
Pole• in Delawe~P 
Foole,William 
Poor 
Population 
Porter,John 
Porter, 'R.R. 
Porter Reaervoir, ilmington 
9oat Office,Wilmin~ton 
Postal service. 
Potter,J.H. 
Poulett,John,ea.rl 
Preeton,Samu.el 
Price, ~dward A. 
Price• 
Printz, Armego t 

Johan 
Prisons 
Prize ship• 
Pula1ki,Casimir,count 
Punilhment 

See alao:Whipping poat 
Purma ,Henry 
Rage 
Railroad• 
Rat-burg 
P.attle Snake Creek 
Read, George 

William 
Recreation 
r.ed Clay Creek 
Reed, l3arbara 
Reedy bland 
Refugees 
Ren1hsw,Willi8J1' B 
Reynold• ,Andre,, 
Reynold• Candy Co. 
Rice,~.L. 

Harbert L. 
Richardaon,Joht\ 

341 
310 
94 
283 
283-284 
252,283-284 
283-284 
88,229,252,282,377-381,394 
282-283 
282 
331 
187 
369-370 
259 
274 
98 
209 
190 
102 
32 
22,226-227 
258-260 
33~ 
195 
127,156 
~50 • 257 
4 
270 
19A 
335 

I 1i3,m- ~3!:> 
H3 
284 
284 
211 
125,128,230 
32,145-146 
25-28 ,37-38 
182 
268 
292 
141-142,182,366 

178 m 289 
69 
400 
275,398 
300 
370 
71 
122 
88 
31 
168,184,382 
25g 

186 
116 
101 
101 
12-13,369-370 

410 



Richardson,John !. 
Richard 

Ridder,Peter Hollander 
Riddle,George Read 

Jamea 
Leader F. 

Ridgeley,Nicholaa 
Riley, 'Edgar B. 

Francia J. 
Rising,Johan Klaeaaon 
Roades,John 
Road• 
Robi.§.aon,J'oaeph 
Rob~n•on~rrano•n• Py1 

John 

Thoma• 
Rockford Tow8r,Wilmington 
Rodney,Caeaar 

Robert Burton 
Thomae 
Square,Wilmington 

Root ,Simon 
Roaa,Aeneae 

Betsy 
George 
George,Jr. 
John 

Rou1ter11r1, 

owan,Areh!~a1d ttanilton 
Rowland,Samuel 
Rusaell,Andrew Kerr 

Philip. 
Ryan, 

William 
Saint Auguatine'• Manur 

Jacob (ShipO 
Joh°'•'• cathedral,Wilmington 
Jone• county 

lalfner building,Wilmington 
Sanborn,Andrew 
Sargeant ,.Albert 
Saulabuey family 
Schaggen,Jan 
Schute, STen 
Semple,.A.nne 
Senneke,Brewer ,__.,.-/ 

e ai•n , S,u 11°'""".,a;;, 
Sca.nk1,nd~obert 

ba l1Utam B. 
Sheep , railing 
Shiple:,,William 
Shocltley,William Penn 
Shortlidge,Evan G. 
Shurmer,Benjamin 
Sign board• 
Sinmona,Samuel 

brother• 
Simpson,George C 
Sinnexaen,Broor • 
Slavery 
Sluyter,Peter 

328 
13,369 
23,37-38,214,250 
116 
96 
93 
2 
101 
72-73 
28-29,190,315,400 
370 
69,306 
370 
a 9 
367 

272 
199 
263,293,296 
259 
300 
115-116,198,303 
27 
3~~5 
304 
305 
~05 
304 
104 
lOA ,1 ?O 
8,~fi9-370 
lll-lli 
36~ 
351 
9 
218 
32 
329 
394 
115 
116 
93,98 
345 
396 
29 
93 
276 
l 79-180,238 
370 
102 
128 
181-182 
259 
330 
369-370 
176 
Q5 
103 
93,98 
12-13 ' 
6-7,9,23,28,32,178Tl.80,267,29S,~50,7>60,372 
~42 

411 



Smith,David 
Harold B. 

Smithera,Natr.aniel B. 
Smoke houae 
Smyth,Thomaa B. 
Social life and cuatom• 
Social 1ervice 
Spaniah-American war. 
Spencer,William 
Springer,Oharlea 
Spry,Thomaa 
Staelkaupe 
Stalcop,Andrew 

ne 
vl ri ,H 8hriatian 

Jan 
John 
aohn Ander1on 

Stanton,Edwin McMaatera 
Stanton 
Starr,I1aac 
State bird 

!lag 
Flower 
name 
song 
tree 

Stenvent6n,Alfred 
w •. J. 

Stidham,Benjamin 
Stidleave,T~nean 
Still,1t'1111am 
Stock 
Stockton,John 
Stogey, 1' .Rollin 
S tone,George W. 
Streftt crie1. See: Vendor• 
Stuyve1ant ,Peter 
Style manual 
Suaaex Co. 
Svanen (Ship) 
Swaanendael 

houae 
Swanvale. See:Swaanendael 
Swede• in Delaware 
Swift, 1'1 lliam 
Tamanend.See:Tammany 
Tammany 
Tatnall, Edward 

Joseph 
Taverna.See:Rotel ... £Ji 1 fl 

Taxation 
Taylor,Edward T. 
Temperance 
Textile industry 
Thatcher,Albert P 
Thiekpenny,John • 
Thompaon,Jamea 

ry Mary A.nn 
Tb.omaon,Jame• 
Three lower counties 

370 
102 
259 
182-183 
353 
160-,231-238,327 
124 
356-357 
1 
190,274,276,369~370 
308 
168 
275 
274 
274 
190 
274-276 
398 
345 
122 
95,263 
265 
2sc:: 
~10 
~12 
280 
311 
07 
9~,98 
275 
il 
365 
240 
11 
276 
97 

28-29 , 315,317 
49-53 
33 
25,27,37 
21,216 
322 

37,140,147-149,163,171,201,229,242 
2 

160-161 
337 
328-329 

127,396 
98 
92-100,136-137 
131-133 
98 
26 
322 
8 
270 
377 

412 



Till,1filliam 
Til ton,,Tame1 

John 
Tinicum 
'!otkillu1,Reoru1 
Town Hall,Wilmington 
Townaend,Alfred A. 

George Alfred 
Townahend,Richard 
Traffic regulation• 
Transportation 
Tree• 
Trident (Ship) 
Tunnell,Ebe W. 
Tu11ey,Jacob. See:Lawson,Jacob. 
Umbrella• 
Underground railroad 
U-pland 
Usher,.lrthu.r 
Van der Ver,Jacobu1 
Van nyck,Gregorious 

Nicbola1 
VanLangdonk,.Tooet 
VanSweeringen,Gerritt 
Vendors 
Verplanck,Abrah&ll 
Verrazzano,Giovann1 a 
Vincent:,Francis 
Vining,Mies 

John 
Virdeu,John F. 
Vriee,David Pieterez de 
Waag (Ship) 
WaldenBeB 
Waldron,Reaohed 
all paper 

, alraven,OeLagrange 
Gyabert 

alton,George 
Walvh,( Ship) 
Wampum 
War of 1812 
Ward,Chriatopher L 
Warner,E.Tatnal 
Warner ,Jo aeph 

William Y. 
Washington,George 
Water supply 
Watson, ilfu.l idow 

augh,John 
elcome (Ship) 

Weliin,John 
Weliua,"IDvarardu1 
1ells,George W. 
West,Sir Thoma• 
Whale (Ship) S~e:Welvi~ (~ht~) 
1'heeler,J.S. 
Whipping poet 
White, A.lice 
1'hi te,,ramea 

John 

369 .. 370 
186,:>.63,269 
369 
207,a?.B 
23,25,37,250 
185 
98 
259 
?.35 
70 
69-70 
176 
271 
322 

193,a87 
360 
394 
252 
276 
250,315 
4-5 
250 
3 87 
287-291 
27 
17 
?.li5 
lB? 
21i4,~7-?,9P 
J2a 
21-22, ~~22-323 
29 
324 
218 
236 

12-13 
370 
20 
25,33 
268 
259 
97 
263 
97 

1s0 1 185-186,26?,328,335,398 
133,195-200,327 
99 
4 
381 
88 
30,=309 
93 
19,244--249,312 

98 
319 
309 
~08 
g:-;,98 

413 



White Clay Creek 
Whorekill 
Willard,France1 I. 
Willemaen,Theuni1 

illiamson,Nichola• G. 
Willian,Bobert 
Wi lling,J 01eph 

Thoma• 
Willing,MorriR & Co. 
Wilmington 

Wilmington &cademy 
~ilmington Spring ater Co. 

ilson,1'.N. 
itmeyAr,Mrt.Annie 

1'ol4,Michael 
olves 

Wood,Phili-p H. 
.. oods,John 
Worre1ll ,,T amea 
Wyatt, \ugene 

Frederick 
Y.M.C.~.,Wilmingtor 
Yard,Jose-ph 
Yellow fever 
Young,Jacob. 
Zanc,Joel 
Zwaanendael See: Sw,. qnen~a1:1l. 

122 414 
394 
96 
21 
33? 
3?5 
374 
371 .. 374 
372 
75-76,101-107,117,119,123-124,151-159, 
166,325 
326-327 
196 
346 
98 
186 
204-205 
115 
282-283 
369 
101 
101 
l 15 
190 
184-185 
~39 
192 


