Extrects from letters to J. V', ¥,~B., from H., B,

April 21st, 1939.

Just a few lines to go with the "Aquitenla”.
I hed ¢ hurried visit this morning lesting only for ten
minutes, but I shall see my friend srelin to-night, which
would be too lste to write to you. lie seys thet full
mobilizetion ageinst Polend will begin earllest on 1Oth Hay.
It might be that the Army wes eble to postpone 1t for
enother six weeks, but Hitler has msde up his mind to
risk e genersl war for the sake of crushing Polend. As
metter=s stend that decislon 1s unaltersble. He reaslizes
that on account of the new foreign rolicy of "nglend there
is no chance for him left efter the summer. He and
Mussolini will try to get hold of Yugoslsvla by wey of
s velled Protectoreste before tre mobllizetlion agelnst
Poland becins, I suppose thet Kussolinl 1s trylng to
build up e predominance in the Bslkans agsinst the new
British policy but will not go further. Judging from
his end Cisno's speech he does not seem to be inclined to
do more for Hitler then to immbbllize a large pert of the
French and Itelien forces, snd to reise his price or fish
in troubled waters, Thet would, of course, not prevent him
from stirring up the fishting mood of Hitler, as thet would
incresse his power snd dellver him from the denger of o
permenent strateglecel prepondersnce of Nazl Germenj st

his Northern Prontiers.
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I think in this his policy he hes been strengthened

by the Koosevelt message and by the fact thet he reslizes

thet kr, Chemberlsin is no longer more then & figurehesad

in British foreign policy. %inston Churchill was cheered
enormously when he came to spesk 2t s dinner of the British
Industrielists, The cheering wes so pronounced thet it
looked like & demonstration egasinst Mr. Chamberlein.
I believe that the messege of President Roosevelt combined
with the despatching of the Fleet to the Pecific hes had
g very sslubrious effect upon the Jepenese. In fect,
thelir position is et lesat es desperste as thet of Hitler;
for both nothing else is left than to risk the «hole future
of their country or else to back down, with unsvoldeble
Internal reactions. Muasolinl 1s the only one who is
3till eble to escape the neces=ity of nassing between
Seylle snd Cherybdis.

There are well-informed and serious people in
Germeny who believe thet there will be rlots as soon as
the mobilizstion begins. Of course I em not so sure sbout
this, but revolts will break out efter the first milltery
set~back., The number of deserters st the Folish Frontler
is extrasordinarily high alresdy now. The Polish pretend
that s fortnight ago the men of one whole bettery, Including
the non-commissioned officers, deserted from Silesla to
Poland. However th-t may be, there 1s no doubt sbout

it that the French Secret Service, esnecleslly ¥. Comert,




1s workling hard together with Germen emipgrente to lsy the
foundetions for & grest Denubien Confederation from the
"Mundung bis zur Quelle"”, It 1s the seme scheme already
tried once before in the jyears sfter the war, The friends
of Gerald Pslmer snd others assured me that Fngland would
not have anything to do with such schemes, but 1 have my
doubts. As soon as the first German bombs sre dropped
over London brutel instincts wlll prevell here slso and

no reesonable people will have any power left 1n thet

raespect.,

April 24th, 1939.

From all that I heerd from these vls!
can be no longer sny doubt sbout the fact that easrlliest
the 10th of ley, latest the beginning of July, the drive
ageinst Polend will begin. The Army 1s only eble to make
orposition sgainst & too esrly term but not ggeinst the sdven-
ture as such. Generaloberst von Bock, Commender-in-Chief

of en Army rroup, has now been put upon the retirei 1list

still good. Now with the excertion of =a

very few, the Generesl Staff officers sre scqulescing in what

Hitler says. Even one of the younger Genersl Steff offlcers
whom I still knew end who hrd stl1ll some experlence from
the lest wer haes seld recently that he csve up eny critic

after he heard that France and Englend did not tske actlon




after the occupation of Bohemlie end Horevie which geve them

guns, smmunition end surpllies for 40 Adlvizliona which sc¢ for

lerpely exieted only as cedres, He srid if he hed been the
British or French Frime Minister, he would have rether com-

mitted sulclde then to socept this new conguest as sn sccom=-
plished feot without furthar rescfion.

These decent people muat get bewildered, i heerd
that Bonnet hed erranged in Jan sry with iibbentrop to sell
to “ermeny 1,200,000 t, of wheet, During the lest three
month=z the export of scrap, lron snd nonferrous metals from
Englend to Germeny was on s record scsle. Thers ere now
such enormous atocks of grain in Gerrmegny thet in apite of
the faoct that the 4rill hsll: of all schools ere full of
grein, the big estetes have not been sble to sell thelr
hervest se the Government has no more room leflt for storing
it.

The leed 1in internstionel politics in the demoorstice
cemp 1s now definitely with France, I ssw largerle when
I went to pget my French viss for my Jjourney to Switzerland.
He shsares my pessimlism shsolutely end ssid thet there is
herdly sany chsnce to svold war, fle had the confidunce now
thet the French Genersls wers rrepering themselves for &
long war of attrition «- 10 yvesrs he seid smiling -~ end
thet s1ll hopes for & qQuick victory hed gone except that they
sll thourht thet the morele of the Germsn /Army wes & terribly

low one, That seems to be true unfortunetely. He tried



fu.na
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to explein to me that the mein f#ult of the renic in September
h the French politicisns who refused to give any hint
lest September even to suggestive cuestions put to them by Ch.,
end Sir John Simon i1f they were prepered to fight if Hitler
asked for more then an sutonomy for the “udeten Germans,
e seld 1f the war reslly came,sbout which he had no longer
any doubts, he wes afreid that there would be Just enough left
of the French youth £o meke a victory persde at the Champs
Elysecs. Whet depresses m 0 mu is that people like
him who are very decent talk such things sprerently without
emotion, perhaps becesuse they prefer sn end to the strein
of the last years to sny faint hope of saving the lives of
hundreds of thousands of people.,
was very Interested wvhe ou wrote sbout your
conversetions with Benes. I am gled he sgreeil with you sbout
the turning point in 1932, I believe he is now sgein 1In =
role for which he 1z better fitted then for constructive
stetesmanship. The Czechs sre doing in pinpricking
demonstrations. They ere the most gifted netion for that,
But if lkussolinil and Hitler win Jugeslavie over and can con=-
centrete espainst Poland end Rumenia they have to wait a2 long
time before getting thelr freedom back.

But as regsrds iussolini's policy, I have some doubt

left 1f it 1s reeslly & rolicy in loyel concordence with Hltler.

I would be very sure of it end was so until to-day when reading

in "The Times" thet iMussolini 1= quite definitely following




a pollecy which Increeses his own pover in relation to the
Nazis, "The Times" heve been slways wrong which seems to be
in Englaend en essentisl condltion to keep the fevour of the
public in politics.

L h!

The Nazls say thet kussolinl hed hies first stroke --

1

hey also tell some other

if I remember well -- on haster, They
nesty things sbout him, However that mey be, there 1s no
doubt thet his voice in his speech et the leying of the corner-
stone of the Exhibition wes so wesk er ow thet I wes struck

N

very much not having then hesrd these other newc. « ¢« o«

f

¥y heart 1s suffering even rh;slicelly esch hour
of the dey wvhen I come to think with whet brutellty the
Germen people will be trested if something similer

or if the war 1s lost, The French hsve slrerd

£

their mind for destroying the Germsn Reich for ever, end
thet 1s the fesr of sll these flne vatriots who ceme to
But when I escaped so often during the war in g

most mirsculous way desth end captivity speinst &ll expecte-

tions of my commendcrs, I often seid to myself I shell have

to go through e purgetory for thet ell my lifetime.




