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Today, as never before, Argentina is i n a pos i t ion t o es tab l i sh a permanent and 
profi table t rade re la t ionship with the United s t a t e s* The benefits of such re la t ionship 
t o both countries and t o the Western Hemisphere cannot be over-emphasized. 

Financia l ly , Argentina i s a sound nat ion . Wages are high, indus t r i a l and a g r i ­
cu l tu ra l production is a t i t s peak, in f l a t ion is not a serious t h r e a t , food i s p l e n t i f u l , 
and there is a growing tendency on the part of the Argentine enterpr ise to turn t o the 
United States for goods, oapi ta l and "know-how"• 

Argentina has made remarkable s t r ides in the past century. In 1869, her f i r s t 
census revealed tha t throughout the country*s 1,080,550 square miles - an area 38 percent 
t ha t of the United States - there l ived only 1,800,000 people. Today, the Argentine 
population is in excess of 14,000,000. The eoonomio s t a b i l i t y of Argentina depends in 
large measure upon foreign t r a d e . To improve trade relat ionships between Argentina, and 
the United States and t o avai l ourselves of the present opportunity, both countries must 
cooperate t o overcome ce r t a in exis t ing handicaps* 

Here in the United S t a t e s , the elimination of production bot t lenecks, material 
shortages, and labor d i f f i cu l t i e s are highly essen t i a l for a smoothworking productive 
economy. An i n t e l l i g e n t and conscientious effor t on the par t of American shippers to se t 
high standards in the following of specifications and shipping instruct ions is e s s e n t i a l . 
The export of infer ior goods and inadequate packaging should be corrected where i t ex i s t s* 

In Argentina, a more eff ic ient use of labor and equipment, plus an extension of port 
f a c i l i t i e s , would go fa r in eliminating unnecessary delays and losses t o ship owners and 
sh ippers . The shortage of customs f a c i l i t i e s should be studied and corrected* Inadequate 
inland t ranspor ta t ion and warehouse f a c i l i t i e s require urgent study in order t o overcome 
cost ly and unnecessary delays i n the movement of goods* 

In addi t ion , there are other fundamental questions tha t must be se t t l ed before 
trade can flow f ree ly and with oonfidenoe* Present l ioensing requirements in Argentina 
are cumbersome and, in some cases , unworkable* Fines for over-estimating and under­
estimating prioes on long-range orders , for incorrect estimates on delivery dates - which 
today oannot be fixed - lead to uncer ta int ies and confusion. Much regulatory l eg i s l a t i on 
has been passed without procedures for implementation. All t h i s indicates a growing 
tendency toward government control both in the sale and purchase of goods in in ternat ional 
commerce* 

The establishment of reciprocal t rade agreements for the s implif icat ion of trade 
regulations and the removal of t a r i f f ba r r i e r s w i l l go far toward correcting misunderstandings 
and would be of extreme importance in building up mutual confidence* I t i s f e l t -that 
experimentation should be terminated and tha t a solut ion to the problem be found for the 
free flow of goods and c a p i t a l , with a minimum of government control* 


