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225 Eas t  Front  S t r e e t  - Captain Thomas Mendenhall House 

P a r t  I. HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

A.1.  Date of Erec t ion .  The Captain Thomas Mendenhall House w a s  e rec ted  
i n  t h e  l a s t  decade of t h e  e igh teen th  cen tu ry  on t h e  northwest  corner  of Front  - 
and Walnut S t r e e t s ,  f a c i n g  what was then  Wilmington's commercial wa te r f ron t  
along t h e  C h r i s t i n a  River .  

A.2. O r i g i n a l  P l ans  and Cons t ruc t ion .  A s  o r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t ,  t h e  Mendenhall 
House s tood  a l o n e  on a corner  l o t  r i s i n g  t h r e e  f u l l  s t o n e s  above a r a i s e d  
basement. The sou th  and e a s t  e l e v a t i o n s  of t h e  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  were l a i d  i n  
p l a i n  Flemish bond wi th  s t r u c k  mortar  j o i n t s ,  w h i l e  t h e  foundat ions ,  r e a r  w a l l ,  
and west gable  end were l a i d  i n  common bond. A t  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  l e v e l  a s in -  
g l e  course  mortar  round molded b r i c k  w a t e r t a b l e  r a n  a long  t h e  primary e l e -  
va t ions .  The upper f l o o r s  were d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  by four-course Flemish bond 
b e l t  courses .  V i sua l ly  t h e  v e r t i c a l  emphasis of t h e  dwel l ing  was enhanced 
through t h e  u s e  of graduated window openings growing i n c r e a s i n g l y  sma l l e r  from 
the ground f l o o r  t o  t h e  a t t i c  wi thout  an i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  number of l i g h t s  per 
s a sh  above t h e  f i r s t  s t o r y .  The b u i l d i n g  w a s  capped wi th  a gab le  roof broken 
only by a c e n t r a l  chimney p i l e  emerging from t h e  r idge .  I n  p l a n  t h e  Menden- 
h a l l  House began as a double-pi le  h a l l - p a r l o r  arrangement w i th  each roomheat- 
ed by back-to-back hea r th s .  Each room w a s  paneled t o  some degree ,  wi th  t h e  
more e l a b o r a t e  i n t e r i o r  t r i m  l av i shed  on t h e  second f l o o r  chamber and p a r l o r .  
The f i r s t  f l o o r  pane l ing  w a s  p l a i n e r  i n  c h a r a c t e r ,  perhaps due t o  Mendenhall 's 
us ing  t h e  s t r e e t  level rooms f o r  h i s  m e r c a n t i l e  endeavors.  

A . 3 .  A l t e r a t i o n s  and Addit ions.  L a t e r  a d d i t i o n s  included a two-story 
b r i c k  e l l  of t h e  rear e l e v a t i o n  d a t i n g  from 1810 t o  1820, and t h e  modifica- 
t i o n  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  three-bay facade  i n t o  a co rne r  e n t r a n c e  s t o r e  f r o n t  i n  
t h e  1870s. 

3.1. H i s t o r i c a l  Context. The Thomas Nendenhall  House, l i s t e d o n  t h e  Na- 
t i o n a l  Reg i s t e r  of H i s t o r i c  P l aces  i n  1970, i s  of prime h i s t o r i c ,  and a rch i t ec -  
t u r a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  t h e  C i ty  of Wilmington. During t h e  Revolut ionary War; 
then Ensign Thomas Mendenhall, s e rv ing  aboard t h e  Br ig  Nancy, made and f l ew  
the  f i r s t  American f l a g  i n  a f o r e i g n  p o r t .  By 1800 Captain Thomas Mendenhall 
w a s  engaged i n  t h e  West I n d i e s  t r a d e  wi th  h i s  schooner P r a t t .  A s  a Quaker 
merchant Mendenhall was more than  s u c c e s s f u l ,  f o r  by t h e  t ime of t h e  1804 t a x  
assessment he owned t h e  b r i c k  house on t h e  co rne r  of Front  and Walnut, t h e  
two ad jacen t  t e n a n t  houses a t  65 and 67 (now 221 and 223) E a s t  Front  S t r e e t ,  
two s t o r e s ,  wharfage, two a d d i t i o n a l  houses on r e n t ,  and a t o t a l  of s i x  ad- 
d i t i o n a l  l o t s .  These undeveloped l o t s  were n o t  on ly  i n  t h e  immediate neigh- 
borhood of t h e  house, bu t  a l s o  included two two-acre l o t s  i n  a then undevelop- 
ed s e c t i o n  of t h e  c i t y  near  Brandywine Vi l l age .  The type  and q u a l i t y  of Men- 
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d e n h a l l ' s  m a t e r i a l  goods as w e l l  as t h e  a rchaeo log ica l  p o t e n t i a l  and impor- 
t ance  of t h e  s i t e  a r e  f u r t h e r  i l l u s t r a t e d  by t h e  s p o i l s  of a loo ted  archae-  
l o g i c a l  f e a t u r e  under t h e  b r i c k  e l l  behind t h e  main block of t h e  house. Im-  
por ted  po rce l a in ,  cream wares,  and ornamented p e a r l  wares as w e l l  a s  l o c a l l y  
produced u l t i l i t a r i a n  and d e c o r a t i v e  ear thenwares  desc r ibe  a domestic con- 
sumption of no mean na tu re .  Some of t h e  ceramic remains show no s i g n s  of 
wear and may be r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of goods broken i n  t r a n s i t  a s  p a r t  of Menden- 
h a l l ' s  t r a d i n g  endeavors.  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  r e a l  e s t a t e  and t r ad ing ,  Thomas 
Mendenhall 's bus iness  i n t e r e s t s  extended t o  t h e  founding of t h e  Nat iona l  Bank 
of Delaware a s  a member of t h e  f i r s t  board of d i r e c t o r s .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  h i s t o r -  
i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h e  Thomas Mendenhall House has  been increased  by t h e  
acc iden t  of urban a r c h i t e c t u r a l  a d d i t i o n s .  A s  t h e  house and i ts  dependent 
t e n a n t  houses s tand  today, they  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  last  s t and ing  e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y  
Wilmington s t r e e t  corner .  

P a r t  11. ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION 

A .  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Charac ter .  Through planned o r  a c c i d e n t a l  circum- 
s t a n c e s ,  t h e  Captain Thomas Mendenhall House remains one of Wilmington's 
f i n e s t  e ighteenth  cen tu ry  s t r u c t u r e s .  With i t s  urban s e t t i n g ,  Federa l  per iod  
d e t a i l i n g ,  and l a t e r  f i r s t  f l o o r  changes, t h e  s t r u c t u r e  po r t r ays  no t  on ly  t h e  
s tandard  of l i v i n g  obta ined  by t h e  c i t y ' s  w e a l t h i e s t  Quaker merchants,  b u t  
a l s o  t h e  m a t e r i a l  ways i n  which t h a t  urban s e t t i n g  has  witnessed h i s t o r i c a l  
change. 

A.2. Condit ion of Fab r i c .  Although t h e  Mendenhall House has r e c e n t l y  
s u f f e r e d  ex tens ive  vandal ism,  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  remains sound with a minimum of 
weather  damage. The demol i t ion  of t h e  b lock  t o  t h e  west ,  has measurably a l -  
t e r e d  t h e - p a t t e r n  of r a i n  r u n o f f ,  however, and t h e  house i s  now s u b j e c t  t o  
some f looding  i n  t h e  cou r se  of s e v e r e  weather .  

B.1.  Over-all  Dimensions. The Captain Thomas Mendenhall House was --- 
b u i l t  a s  a 21 by 32 1 / 2  f o o t  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a n e a r  40 f o o t  e l e v a t i o n .  I n  the  
f i r s t  q u a r t e r  of t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry  and no l a t e r  than about  1820 a two- 
s t o r y  21 1 /2  by 3 1  l / 2  f o o t  e l l  was appended t o  t h e  northwest  corner  of t h e  
bu i ld ing .  

B.2. Foundations. The foundat ions  of t h e  main u n i t  a r e  of rubb le  
s t o n e  masonry r i s i n g  s i x  i nches  above grade  on t h e  primary facade.  Above 
t h e  stonework t o  a h e i g h t  of  t h r e e  f e e t  t h e  foundat ions  r i s e  i n  common bond 
b r i c k  t o  a quarter-round molded b r i c k  w a t e r t a b l e .  The foundat ions f o r  t h e  
house inc lude  a rubb le  s t o n e  b e a r i n g  w a l l  and round r e l i e v i n g  arches  sup- 
p o r t i n g  t h e  main chimney p i l e .  

B.3. Walls. The s o u t h  and e a s t  e l e v a t i o n s  a r e  l a i d  i n  p l a i n  Flemish 
bond i n t e r r u p t e d  by r a i s e d  four-course Flemish bond b e l t  courses  a t  each 
f l o o r  l e v e l .  Within t h e  b e l t  cou r ses ,  t h e  t op  course  p r o j e c t s  and a d d i t i o n a l  
i n c h  beyond t h e  f a c e  of t h e  lower courses .  The west gable  end i s  l a i d  i n  
common bond and is  now l a r g e l y  masked by t h e  two-and-a-half s t o r y  gab le  end 
of 223 East  Front S t r e e t .  The bonding of t h e  r e a r  w a l l  is  p r e s e n t l y  obscured 
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by a c o a t  of cement s tucco .  

B.4 .  S t r u c t u r a l  System, Framing. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  roo f ,  t h e  only  
s t r u c t u r a l  f raming c o n s i s t s  of sawn f l o o r  j o i s t s .  I n  t h e  c e l l a r  l o n g i t u d i -  
n a l  g i r d e r s  b u t t  end t o  end i n  t h e  bear ing-wal l  con ta in ing  t h e  base of t h e  
chimney p i l e ,  w i t h  t h e  j o i s t s  tenoned i n  t u r n  i n t o  t h e  l a t e r a l  f a c e  of each  
g i r d e r .  I n  t h e  upper f l o o r s  t h e  j o i s t s  run  t h e  oppos i t e  d i r e c t i o n  and a r e  
c a r r i e d  a t  mid-point by e i t h e r  a masonry bea r ing  w a l l  o r  t r a n s v e r s e  g i r d e r .  

B.5. Porches,  Stoops,  Balconies ,  Bulkheads. A s  o r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t  t h e  
  en deb hall House had no porches.  I n  t h e  l a t t e r  h a l f  of t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  cen- 
t u r y  however, a co rne r  s t o r e  f r o n t  porch was carved o u t  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  fab- 
r i c  of  t h e  bu i ld ing .  With t h e  masonry removed, t h e  load  bea r ing  f u n c t i o n  of 
t h e  co rne r  w a s  r ep l aced  by a s i n g l e  c a s t  i r o n  Dor ic  column footed  on reused 
King of P r u s s i a  marble s t e p s .  The a r c h i t r a v e  of t h e  c o m e r  door c o n s i s t s  of 
recessed  pane l  r e v e l s  w i t h  t h e  in t e rmed ia t e  r a i l s  d re s sed  wi th  machine-turn- 
ed wooden bosses .  The t r i a n g u l a r  porch c e i l i n g  is  f i n i s h e d  i n  t h e  same man- 
n e r  wi th  a c e n t r a l l y  placed and recessed  medal l ion from which a gas l i g h t  
f i x t u r e  formerly depended. The porch co rn i ce ,  c a r r i e d  by t h e  co rne r  column 
and a f l a t t e n e d  p i l a s t e r  a t  e i t h e r  j unc tu re  of t h e  a r c h i t r a v e  and w a l l ,  r i s e s  
from a p l a i n  f r i e z e  t o  a cyma molded corn ice .  On each  f a c e  of t h e  porch i s  
a p a i r  of machine-produced I t a l i a n a t e  b racke t s .  The whole of t h e  c o r n i c e  i s  
covered by a f l a t  seam t i n  roof f l a shed  i n t o  t h e  e a r l i e r  b r i c k  wal l ing .  

B. 6. Chimneys. The r i d g e  of t h e  main b lock  i s  broken by a s i n g l e  o f f -  
c e n t e r  chimney p i l e  te rmina ted  and capped approximately s i x  inches  above the  
r idge .  The e n t i r e  s t a c k  r i s e s  from back-to-back r e l i e v i n g  arches  i n  t h e  ce l -  
l a r  and cont inues  two open h e a r t h s  a t  each s t o r y  of t h e  bu i ld ing .  A l a t e r  
b r i c k  s t o v e  f l u e  emerges from t h e  base  of t h e  r e a r  roof  f a c e ,  r i s e s  approx- 
imate ly  f o u r  f e e t ,  and i s  f i n i s h e d  wi th  an undecorated t e r r a  c o t t a  chimney 
pot .  

B.7. E x t e r i o r  Openings. A s  b u i l t ,  t h e  Mendenhall House presented  a .--- 
three-bay, side-door facade- to  Front  S t r e e t .  The o r i g i n a l  ground f l o o r  e n t r y  
(removed by vandals  i n  1979) cons i s t ed  of r a i s e d  p a n e l  r e v e a l s  and an  ex- 
tended molded surround r i s i n g  t o  c r o s s e t t e d  c o r n e r s  and c a r r y i n g  an  open 
pediment i n f i l l e d  w i t h  c u r v i l e n e a r ,  geometr ic ,  and s t y l i z e d  f l o r a l  m o t i f s .  
I n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  century ,  a co rne r  e n t r a n c e  was c u t  i n t o  
t h e  sou theas t  f i r s t - f l o o r  c o m e r ,  and i n  t h e  e a r l y  twen t i e th  cen tu ry ,  gar-  
age bays were c u t  i n t o  t h e  f u l l  l eng th  of t h e  e a s t  w a l l  of t h e  two-story e l l .  
On the  ground f l o o r ,  two shop f r o n t  windows were in t roduced  i n t o  t h e  fenes-  
t r a t i o n  a t  t h e  same t i m e  t h e  corner  doorway w a s  worked i n t o  t h e  bu i ld ing .  
Both of t h e s e  windows, each measuring approximately 8 f e e t  wide by 7 l / 2  
f e e t  h igh ,  were most r e c e n t l y  composed of a l a r g e  p l a t e  g l a s s  l i g h t  sur -  
mounted by t h r e e  sma l l e r  l i g h t s .  The whole of each  window i s  enframed by an 
unadorned wooden a r c h i t r a v e  and f i n i s h e d  wi th  a box c o r n i c e  and cyma crown 
molding. A l l  o t h e r  windows i n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  d a t e  from t h e  o r i g i n a l  l a t e  
e igh teen th  cen tu ry  b u i l d i n g  per iod  and a r e  composed of mortice-and tenoned 
a r c h i t r a v e s  w i t h  qui rked  quarter-round moldings and a cyma bed molding be- 
nea th  t h e  e x t e r i o r  l i p  of t h e  s i l l .  On t h e  ground f l o o r  wrought from 
p i n t l e s  f o r  e x t e r i o r  s h u t t e r s  were d r iven  i n t o  t h e  frames,  wh i l e  t h e  upper 
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s t o r i e s  u t i l i z e d  b u t t  h inges  f o r  t h e  same purpose. A l l  windows were s a s h ,  
w i t h  s ix-over-s ix l i g h t  s a sh  be ing  employed i n  a l l  t h e  upper l e v e l  openings. 
The l a t e r  window openings i n  t h e  e l l  have been a l t e r e d  wi th  sawn and n a i l e d  
frames f i t t e d  wi th  e i t h e r  one-over-one o r  six-over-one sash .  

B.8.  Roof. The gable  roof of  t h e  main b lock  is  c a r r i e d  on common 
r a f t e r s  set on rough two f o o t  c e n t e r s  and foo ted  i n t o  a r a i s e d  plank f a l s e  
p l a t e .  Each of t h e  r a f t e r s  is braced  t o  t h e  opposing member through a b l i n d  
ha l f -dove ta i l  l a p  j o i n t .  The f l a t  roof  of t h e  e l l  i s  supported by j o i s t s  
l a i d  a c r o s s  t h e  top  of t h e  masonry w a l l s .  The main b lock  is  covered w i t h  a 
r ed  s t and ing  seam s h e e t  meta l  r o o f ,  w h i l e  t h e  wing i s  capped wi th  a badly 
decayed a s p h a l t  roof .  Both s e c t i o n s  a r e  fu rn i shed  wi th  boxed-in corn ices .  
While t h e  co rn i ce  of t h e  e l l  is  contemporary and i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h e  shop f r o n t  
window t r i m ,  t h e  e a r l i e r  p o r t i o n  of t h e  Mendenhall House r e t a i n s  i ts  o r ig -  
i n a l  roof t r i m .  Along t h e  Front  S t r e e t  f acade  t h e  box co rn ice  i s  ornamented 
w i t h  a broad cyma crown molding and a s m a l l e r  cyma bed molding, each coming 
t o  a f u l l  r e t u r n  and s top .  A s e c t i o n  of unused molding found beneath t h e  
a t t i c  eaves shows t h a t  t h e  crown molding was o r i g i n a l l y  pa in ted  a da rk  green 
and t h e  box c o r n i c e  pa in ted  r ed .  Along t h e  eaves of t h e  Walnut S t r e e t  e l e -  
v a t i o n ,  t h e  roof l i n e  was v i s u a l l y  te rmina ted  w i t h  a r ak ing  cyma molded 
ve rge  board of t h e  same contours  as found on t h e  co rn i ce  l i n e s .  

C . 1 .  F loor  P lans .  A s  f i r s t  b u i l t ,  t h e  Mendenhall House was based on a 
two-room, h a l l - p a r l o r  p lan  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and a three-room v a r i a t i o n  of 
t h a t  p l an  i n  t h e  upper s t o r i e s .  In t h e  l a t e r  n ine t een th  century a v e s t i b u l e ,  
o r  i n t e r i o r  porch, was i n s e r t e d  behind t h e  o r i g i n a l  en t r ance ,  and s h o r t l y  
a f t e r  t h a t ,  a narrow passage w a s  i n t roduced  running t h e  f u l l  depth of t h e  
bu i ld ing  t o  t h e  stair. A s  a r e s u l t  of t h e s e  changes, t h e  house became a 
s i d e - h a l l ,  double-pi le  p l an  w i t h  a ground f l o o r  s t o r e  f r o n t  and upper s t o r y  
l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s .  A two-s tory-br ick  wing, e r e c t e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  n i n e t e e n t h  
century ,  contained t h e  household s e r v i c e  f u n c t i o n s  and s e r v a n t s '  q u a r t e r s  
i n  two rooms. I n  t h e  twen t i e th  c e n t u r y  t h e s e  rooms were converted i n t o  a 
conc re t e  f l o o r e d  automobile garage  and r e p a i r  shop. The second f l o o r  f o l -  
lowed much t h e  same p a t t e r n  of  development,  w i t h  t h e  except ion t h a t  a s  b u i l t  
t h e  upper s t o r y  f l o o r  p l ans  conta ined  an a d d i t i o n a l  forward room i n  t h e  
southwest co rne r  and t h e  u s e  of a s i d e  passage f o r  t h e  s t a i r  h a l l  w a s  o r ig -  
i n a l  t o  t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  A t  t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  however, whi le  t h e  s t a i r  passage 
remained i n t a c t  i n  t h e  r e a r  h a l f  of t h e  b lock ,  t h e  forward corner  room was 
dropped from t h e  p lan .  The h a l f  d e p t h  s ide-passage contained no t  on ly  a 
landing  from t h e  second f l o o r  b u t  a l s o  a beaded edge v e r t i c l e  board paneled 
box s t a i r  t o  t h e  a t t i c  o r  g a r r e t .  L a t e r  conversion of t h e s e  rooms t o  a p a r t -  
ment usage subdivided t h e  o r i g i n a l  spaces  and r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  a t t i c ' s  being 
p a r t i t i o n e d  i n t o  two a d d i t i o n a l  f i n i s h e d  rooms. 

C.2. Stairways.  Again, a s  b u i l t ,  t h e  Mendenhall House contained a -- 
broad open s t r i n g  s t a i r c a s e  i n  t h e  rear room, b u t  l a t e r  changes had t h e  con- 
sequence of removing t h e  f i r s t  pe r iod  f i n i s h .  A t  p r e sen t  t h e  s t a i r  rises 
from t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  passage i n  a s t r a i g h t  run t o  a r ec t angu la r  landing  and 
then  t o  t h e  second f l o o r ,  where a t w e n t i e t h  century  s t i c k  b a l u s t e r  landing  
and c losed  s t r i n g  cont inue  t o  t h e  upper f l o o r s .  The s t a i r  t o  the  a t t i c  is  
a box winder t u r n i n g  i n  a beaded edge v e r t i c l e  board s t a i r c a s e .  There i s  no 
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s t a i r  from t h e  ground f l o o r  of t h e  e l l  t o  t h e  upper s t o r y .  

C.3. F loor ing .  On t h e  ground f l o o r  t h e  o r i g i n a l  f l o o r i n g  has been cov- 
ered wi th  mid-twentieth century  l ino leum t i l e  and concre te  s l a b .  The upper 
f l o o r s  a r e  f i n i s h e d  w i t h  one f o o t  by one inch  t h i c k  oak boards similar t o  
t hose  used i n  t h e  a d j a c e n t  Mendenhall t e n a n t  p r o p e r t i e s .  

C.4. Wall and C e i l i n g  F in i sh .  A l l  o r i g i n a l  w a l l  s u r f a c e s  a r e  f i n i s h e d  
wi th  p l a s t e r ,  a p p l i e d  t o  r i v e n  oak l a t h  n a i l e d  over lapped v e r t i c a l  board 
p a r t i t i o n  w a l l s  and c e i l i n g  j o i s t s  o r  app l i ed  d i r e c t l y  t o  i n t e r i o r  masonry 
su r f aces .  

C.5. I n t e r i o r  Openings. A 1 1  i n t e r i o r  doorways and windows have been -- 
robbed. 

C.6. Decora t ing  Fea tu re s  and Trim. Despi te  t h e  p r e s e n t  cond i t i on  of 
t h e  Mendenhall House, s i g n i f i c a n t  amounts of i n t e r i o r  t r i m  remain w i t h i n  t h e  
s t r u c t u r e .  On t h e  ground f l o o r  a r a i s e d  c h a i r  r a i l  r uns  t h e  depth  of t h e  
present  s i d e  passage.  Supported on recessed  paneled s t i les  set i n t o  t h e  
p l a s t e r  wa l l  f i n i s h ,  t h e  c h a i r  r a i l  is  composed of a beaded lower edge, a 
p l a i n  f a c e  and a qui rked  cove molding s t epp ing  up t o  h a l f  round l i p .  I n  t he  
f i r s t  f l o o r  rooms are t h e  remains of paneled overmantels i n c o r p o r a t i n g  f l u s h  
s e t  board surrounds of t h ree -qua r t e r  i nch  t h i c k  p ine ,  deeply beaded edges ,  
and, i n  t he  r e a r  room, a r a i s e d  f i n e l y  molded a r c h i t r a v e  d e f i n i n g  t h e  mouth 
of t h e  hea r th .  The upper s t o r i e s  of t h e  house have been l a r g e l y  s t r i p p e d  of 
t h e i r  i n t e r i o r  d e c o r a t i v e  d e t a i l i n g ,  b u t  evidence remains f o r  f u l l y  paneled 
hea r th  w a l l s  complete wi th  r a i s e d  pane l  chimney c l o s e t s ,  overmantels ,  and 
bold ly  p r o f i l e d  mantels .  Sec t ions  of o r i g i n a l  yel low poplar  c h a i r  r a i l  a r e  
descr ibed by a sha l low cyma r i s i n g  t o  a half-round molding. A l l  i n t e r i o r  
t r i m  was f a s t ened  i n  p l a c e  w i t h  clenched wrought n a i l s ,  d r i v e n  i n t o  n a i l i n g  
blocks embedded i n  masonry o r  i n t o  t h e  f a b r i c  of t h e  board p a r t i t i o n  w a l l s .  

C.7. Hardware. No i n t e r i o r  hardware su rv ives .  ----- 

D . 1 .  General S e t t i n g  and Or i en ta t ion .  S i t u a t e d  on t h e  s o u t h e a s t  cor- 
n e r  of East  Front  and Walnut S t t e e t s ,  t h e  Captain Thomas Mendenhall House 
f a c e s  t h e  Wilmington Rai l road  S t a t i o n ,  designed by P h i l a d e l p h i a  a r c h i t e c t  
Frank Furness i n  1902 and completed i n  1905. Contiguous t o  t h e  west gab le  
end a r e  two of Mendenhall 's  pre-1804 r e n t a l  houses c u r r e n t l y  under t h r e a t  of 
demolition. The east gable  end f a c i n g  Walnut S t r e e t  over looks  a Gulf s e r v i c e  
s t a t i o n  and a commuter park ing  l o t .  The l o t s  behind t h e  house t o  t h e  n o r t h  
a r e  vacant ;  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  ( inc lud ing  one s t r u c t u r e  poss ib ly  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  
Thomas Mendenhall) were demolished i n  October 1980. 

D.2. H i s t o r i c  -- Landscape Design. The h i s t o r i c  landscape  f a m i l i a r  t o  
Thomas Mendenhall would have inc luded  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  s t and ing  t o  t h e  i m -  
mediate west,  a two-story b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  which formerly s tood  t o  t h e  n o r t h  
of t h e  house, and a n  unobs t ruc ted  view of wa te r f ron t  s to rehouses  and wharf- 
age along t h e  n o r t h  bank of t h e  C h r i s t i n a  River  l e s s  than one b lock  t o  t h e  
south. By 1905 t h a t  landscape had changed, wi th  t h e  ground f l o o r s  of t h e  
Front  S t r e e t  s t r u c t u r e s  a l t e r e d  t o  accomodate l a t e  V i c t o r i a n  shop f r o n t s  
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and completion of t h e  Wilmington Rai l road  S t a t i o n .  

D . 3 .  Outbuildings.  The only s u r v i v i n g  ou tbu i ld ing  d a t i n g  t o  the  e a r l y  
pe r iod  of t h e  Mendenhall House i s  t h e  two u n i t  r e n t a l  p roper ty  a t  221 and 223 
Eas t  Front  S t r e e t .  Some a rchaeo log ica l  evidence suggests,  however, t h a t  t h e  
Mendenhall House was served  by a b r i c k  l i n e d  and v a u l t e d  c i s t e r n ,  w e l l ,  p r ivy  
and s torehouses .  
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221 and 223 F ron t  S t r e e t  

P a r t  I. HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

A.L. Dates of E rec t ion .  221 and 223 Eas t  Front  S t r e e t  were e r e c t e d  a s  - 
a s i n g l e  two-and-a-half s t o r y  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  by Captain Thomas Mendenhall, 
merchant, i n  t h e  l a s t  decade of t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  century .  I n  t he  l a t t e r  h a l f  
of t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry  t h e  p rope r ty  was subdivided,  and t h e  facades  and 
p lans  of t he  two h a l v e s  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e  were p a r t i t i o n e d  and a l t e r e d  i n  d i f -  
f e r e n t  ways. 

A.2. O r i g i n a l  P l ans  and Construct ion.  The o r i g i n a l  f i r s t  f l o o r  p l a n  of 
t h e  221-223 Eas t  Front  S t r e e t  was a s imple double-p i le  arrangement w i t h  a 
l a r g e  d i agona l ly  s e t  chimney p i l e  running up a long  a  nine-inch t h i c k  b r i c k  
bear ing  wa l l .  Both t h e  f r o n t  and r e a r  rooms on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t he  b u i l d i n g  
were heated by co rne r  f i r e p l a c e s .  A p a r t i t i o n  wa l l ,  probably of v e r t i c a l l y  
lapped board c o n s t r u c t i o n  covered wi th  n a i l e d  r i v e n  l a t h  and p l a s t e r ,  d iv ided  
t h e  f r o n t  and r e a r  rooms and contained a doorway connect ing  t h e  two spaces .  
A boxed s t a i r  s tood  approximately t h r e e  f e e t  ou t  from t h e  gable  end terminus 
of each w a l l  and conta ined  a c losed  run  of s t a i r s  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  upper f l o o r s .  
The second f l o o r  arrangement was c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a three-room p lan  depos i t -  
t i o n ,  wi th  a  narrow s t a i r  l and ing  opening i n t o  a  f r o n t  chamber con ta in ing  an 
o r i g i n a l  c l o s e t  and i n t o  a f u l l  l e n g t h  r e a r  chamber. Both p r i n c i p a l  second 
f l o o r  rooms probably contained h e a r t h s  s i m i l a r  i n  placement t o  those  loca t ed  
on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  The a t t i c  l e v e l  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e  was b u i l t  as a  com- 
modious s t o r a g e  space  w i t h  no p h y s i c a l  d i v i s i o n  between e i t h e r  h a l f .  The 
o v e r a l l  e l e v a t i o n  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  cons i s t ed  of  a two-and-a-half s t o r y  gable  
roofed e l e v a t i o n  w i t h - a  c e n t r a l  chimney-pile f l anked  on e i t h e r  s i d e  by a 
s i n g l e  shed dormer,a balanced six-bay facade  w i t h  doors  a t  e i t h e r  end of t he  
facade,  and a  four-course p r o j e c t i n g  b e l t  course  v i s u a l l y  s e p a r a t i n g  t h e  f i r s t  
and second f l o o r s .  The o r i g i n a l  wood sh ingled  roof came down t o  a  boxed cor- 
n i c e  l i n e  f i n i s h e d  w i t h  a cyma r e c t a  bed molding t e rmina t ing  approximately 
s i x  inches  i n  a t  e i t h e r  end of t h e  co rn i ce  l i n e .  Windows were s ix-over-s ix 
s a sh  a t  t h e  second f l o o r  l e v e l  and contained i n  mortice-and-tenon, beaded 
edge a r c h i t r a v e s .  A l l  openings were spanned wi th  wood l i n t e l  load  bea r ing  
members wi thout  masonry a rches  except  f o r  t h e  doorways, which were fu rn i shed  
wi th  header segmental a r c h e s  s ea t ed  i n  a  two-course masonry skewback. 

The f a b r i c  of 221-223 Eas t  Front  S t r e e t  c o n s i s t s  of a b r i c k  Flemish bond 
facade and common bond r e a r  and west gable  end w a l l s  r i s i n g  from a r u b b l e  
s t o n e  masonry foundat ion  formerly d e f i n i n g  f u l l  c e l l a r s  and t h e  t r i a n g u l a r  
foo t ings  f o r  t h e  c e n t r a l  chimney p i l e .  The i n t e r n a l  framing f o r  t h e  f l o o r s  
cons i s t ed  of a s i n g l e  t r a n s v e r s e  summer beam, o r  g i r d e r ,  i n  e i t h e r  h a l f  of 
t h e  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  one end r e s t i n g  i n  t h e  g a b l e  end foundat ions  and t h e  o the r  
i n  t h e  p r o j e c t i n g  c o m e r  of t h e  chimney p i l e .  The j o i n t s  were tenoned i n t o  
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t h e  g i r d e r s  on one-foot th ree- inch  c e n t e r s  wi th  t h e i r  f r o n t  and r e a r  w a l l  
ends s e t  i n t o  masonry sockets .  F l o o r s  were of approximately one-foot wide 
by one-inch t h i c k  tongue-in-groove boarding.  The a t t i c  framing c o n s i s t s  of 
a common r a f t e r  roof wi th  four-by-five-inch r a f t e r s  s e t  on one-foot, nine-  
i nch  c e n t e r s  wi th  h a l f  lapped r i d g e  j o i n t s  and c o l l a r  beams half- lapped and 
ha l f -doveta i led  i n t o  t h e  east f a c e  of each  s e t  of b lades .  Shingle l a t h  
spaced a t  s ix- inch i n t e r v a l s  provided t h e  s e a t i n g  f o r  a square b u t t  wood 
sh ing le  roof .  The i n d i v i d u a l  r a f t e r  b l a d e s  were footed  onto a  plank r a i s i n g  
p l a t e  notched i n t o  t h e  upper s u r f a c e s  of t h e  second f l o o r  c e i l i n g  j o i s t s .  
The c e n t r a l l y  placed shed dormer windows were l o c a t e d  between t h e  middle two 
s e t s  of r a f t e r s ,  which were s e t  t h r e e  f e e t  a p a r t .  Surviving d e t a i l s  sugges t  
t h e  dormers sprang from cheeks n a i l e d  t o  t h e  i n s i d e  edges of each of t h e  
bear ing  r a f t e r s  and t h e  whole roofed  ove r  w i t h  s o l i d  s h i n g l e  l a t h .  One o t h e r  
noteworthy roof framing d e t a i l  is  t h e  u s e  of p a r t i a l  nes t ed  p u r l i n  sp iked  t o  
t h e  undersurface of t he  r a f t e r s  sur rounding  t h e  chimney p i l e  and footed  a top  
the  f i r s t  c o l l a r  beam i n  from e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  s t a c k  f a c e .  

The second f l o o r  door sur rounds  a r e  t h e  only  o r i g i n a l  t r i m  remaining i n  
223 East  Front  S t r e e t .  The frames,  which t e rmina te  i n  v e r t i c a l l y  lapped 
p a r t i t i o n  w a l l s  covered w i t h  r i v e n  l a t h  n a i l e d  i n  p l ace  wi th  s c a u t l i n g  c u t  
i r o n  n a i l s  and covered wi th  p l a s t e r ,  a r e  made up of a  beaded edge r i s i n g  t o  
a  f i l l e t e d  quarter-round molding. The frames were pa in t ed  r ed  and provided 
wi th  H o r  HL hinges  f o r  t h e  connec t ing  doors .  The baseboard r o s e  w i t h  a 
q u a r t e r  round bead t o  a  f l a t t e n e d  cyma bedded i n  t h e  p l a s t e r  f i n i s h .  

A.3. A l t e r a t i o n s  and Addi t ions .  I n  t h e  course  of t he  n ine t een th  cen- 
t u r y  one proper ty  w a s T i v i d e d  and h e a v i l y  a l t e r e d  t o  i t s  p re sen t  appearance. 
The a l t e r a t i o n s ,  which inc luded  a  roof  r a i s i n g ,  removal of wa l l s ,  construc-  
t i o n  of now ru inous  wings, and t h e  n e a r  t o t a l  removal of i n t e r i o r  t r i m ,  w i l l  
be  d iscussed  i n  P a r t  11 a s  p a r t  of t h e  c u r r e n t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t a t e  of t h e  
bu i ld ing .  

B. H i s t o r i c a l  Content.  221 and 223 Eas t  Front  S t r e e t  were e r e c t e d  as ---- 
t enan t  houses between 1795 and 1805 by Captain Thomas Mendenhall. Mendenhall, 
a  Quaker merchant, was a c t i v e  i n  t h e  West I n d i e s  t r a d e  a t  t h e  c l o s e  of t h e  
e igh teen th  century  and i n  t h e  founding of t h e  Nat iona l  Bank of Delaware i n  
1795. The 1804 and 1816 t a x  r o l l s  d e s c r i b e  Mendenhall 's  p roper ty  ho ld ings  
as inc luding  two a c r e s ,  a  house, wharfage, and two s torehouses  and f o u r  
houses on r e n t .  I n  1814 t h e  p r o p e r t i e s  now i d e n t i f i e d  a s  221 and 223 Eas t  
Front  S t r e e t  were occupied by J o e l  Zane, a  t e a c h e r ,  and Benjamin Webb, a 
l abo re r .  Zane had been r e n t i n g  from Mendenhall s i n c e  a t  l e a s t  1800, when 
he l i v e d  i n  221 Eas t  Front  S t r e e t  w i t h  h i s  w i f e  and family.  

I n  t h e  course  of t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry  t h e  p rope r ty  w a s  so ld  and t h e  
double fami ly  dwel l ing  subdivided.  By t h e  second q u a r t e r  of t h e  cen tu ry  
t h e  ground f l o o r  spaces  had been f u n c t i o n a l l y  and d e c o r a t i v e l y  a l t e r e d  t o  
accommodate commercial s t o r e  f r o n t s .  The common a t t i c  between t h e  two ad- 
d re s ses  w a s  p a r t i t i o n e d  i n  t h e  same p e r i o d ,  wh i l e  t h e  upper s t o r i e s  of t h e  
bu i ld ing  remained r e s i d e n t i a l .  



Mendenhall Tenant Houses 

P a r t  11. ARCHITECTUW INFORMATION--221 Eas t  Front S t r e e t .  

A . l .  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Character .  Although 221 Eas t  F ron t  S t r e e t  was b u i l t  
as p a r t  of a  l a r g e r  double fami ly  row house,  l a t e r  subd iv i s ions  of t h e  prop- 
e r t y  l e d  t o  t h e  development of i ts  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  c h a r a c t e r  as a d i s t i n c t  
s t r u c t u r a l  e n t i t y .  As t h e  b u i l d i n g  now s t a n d s ,  i t  i s  t h e  product  of l a t e  
n ine t een th  century  changes a f f e c t i n g  f e n e s t r a t i o n ,  e l e v a t i o n ,  p l a n s ,  and in -  
t e r i o r  t r i m .  L a s t  occupied i n  1974, 221 Eas t  Front S t r e e t  has  been i n  t h e  
process  of decay f o r  a cons iderably  longe r  per iod  of t ime. 

A.2. Condit ion of Fabr ic .  -- La te  n ine t een th  century  changes made i n  t h e  

roof l i n e  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e  f a c i l i t a t e d  weather damage and t h e  r o t t i n g  away 
of major s e c t i o n s  of i n t e r i o r  framing. A t  p r e sen t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  u n s t a b l e  
w i th  r o t t i n g  f l o o r s  and j o i s t s .  

B.1. Over-all  Dimensions. The o v e r a l l  e x t e r i o r  dimensions d e s c r i b e  a  
u n i t  w i th  approximately 1 8  f e e t  of s t r e e t  f ron tage ,  a 33-foot e l e v a t i o n  and 
32-foot depth. The o r i g i n a l  ground f l o o r  rooms approximately 1 5  f e e t  deep 
and 17 f e e t  broad, were l a t e r  p a r t i t i o n e d  i n t o  a  double-pi le ,  s i d e - h a l l  ar- 
rangement, wi th  t h e  f r o n t  room 1 3  f e e t  9  inches  by 15 f e e t  5 inches  and t h e  
r e a r  room 10 f e e t  6 i nches  by 14 f e e t  7  inches.  The s i d e  s t a i r  passage 
f l a r e s  from a 2 f o o t  8 inch  w i d t h 1 2  f e e t  8  inches i n t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  t o  a 5 
f o o t  5 inch width.  The f r o n t ,  r e a r ,  and west gable  end w a l l s  a r e  1 f o o t  3 
inches t h i c k ,  wh i l e  t h e  p a r t i t i o n  w a l l  shared  wi th  221 Eas t  F ron t  S t r e e t  i s  
only 9 inches t h i c k .  A r e a r  wing, now p a r t i a l l y  demolished, measures 11 f e e t  
by 20 f e e t  and housed t h e  s e r v i c e  f u n c t i o n s  of t h e  u n i t  i n  t h e  l a t e  nine-  
t e e n t h  and e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r i e s .  

B.2. Foundations. The foundat ions  a r e  of rubble  s t o n e  masonry l a i d  i n  
l ime mortar.  P r i o r  t o  l a t e r  n i n e t e e n t h  century  changes, t h e  foundat ion  w a l l s  
descr ibed  a f u l l  c e l l a r  now back- f i l l ed  wi th  cons t ruc t ion  r u b b l e  from t h e  a l -  
t e r a t i o n s .  Of a d d i t i o n a l  n o t e  is t h e  r u b b l e  s t o n e  t r i a n g u l a r  chimney p i l e  
base su rv iv ing  from t h e  f i r s t  b u i l d i n g  per iod .  A t  grade l e v e l  t h e  s t o n e f o u n - .  
d a t i o n s  a r e  capped w i t h  t h e  base  courses  of f u l l  h e i g h t  b r i c k  wa l l i ng .  

B.3. Walls. A l l  e x t e r i o r  and load  bea r ing  w a l l s  f o r  bo th  221 and 223 
E. Front S t r e e t  a r e  of b r i c k  cons t ruc t ion .  From sidewalk l e v e l  t h e  street 
facade  r i s e s  3 f e e t  i n  common bond t o  a  q u a r t e r  round molded b r i c k  water  
t a b l e ,  where t h e  w a l l  t h i n s  down 4 inches  i n  width and t h e  masonry s h i f t s  t o  
p l a i n  Flemish bond w i t h  s t r u c k  j o i n t s .  At t h e  second f l o o r  l e v e l  a  fou r  
course  Flemish bond b e l t  course  j u t s  ou t  w i th  t h e  t h r e e  lower cou r ses  capped 
by a  fou r th  o v e r s a i l i n g  course.  Above t h e  b e l t  course  t h e  Flemish bond pa t -  
t e r n  cont inues t o  t h e  c o r n i c e  l i n e .  Gable end and rear w a l l s  a r e  of mixed 
common bond and t h e  c e n t r a l  bea r ing  w a l l  of unknown bonding covered wi th  in-  
t e r i o r  f i n i s h i n g  p l a s t e r  over  a base  c o a t  of sand mor tar  w i t h  animal  h a i r  
binding.  

B .4 .  S t r u c t u r a l  System, Framing;. S t r u c t u r a l  framing elements  c o n s i s t  
only o f  3 by 10  inch  f l o o r  j o i s t s  bedded i n  t h e  f a b r i c  of t h e  masonry w a l l s ,  
l a t e  n ine teenth  cen tu ry  s t u d  p a r t i t i o n  w a l l s ,  and t h e  roof framing f o r  t h e  
l a t e  n ine t een th  cen tu ry  mansard roof  l i n e .  Or ig ina l  lumber elements  a r e  a l l  
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of s t r a i g h t  m i l l  sawn oak. 

B.5. Porches,  Stoops, Balconies ,  Bulkheads. Along t h e  s t r e e t  facade 
a t  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  l e v e l  runs  a  f u l l  l e n g t h  shed roofed pent  shading the  
s t o r e  f r o n t .  The pen t  i s  supported on factory-made I t a l i a n a t e  consoles  and 
open work champfered edge b racke t s .  Between t h e  p r i n c i p a l  bracke ts  run 
s m a l l e r  pu re ly  d e c o r a t i v e  I t a l i a n a t e  b r a c k e t s .  

B.6. Chimneys. A chimney p i l e  shared  w i t h  223 E. Front  S t r e e t  emerged 
from t h e  e a s t  gab le  end of 221 E. Front  S t r e e t  b u t  w a s  removed i n  t h e  course 
of n ine t een th  cen tu ry  a l t e r a t i o n s .  A s m a l l e r  b r i c k  s t o v e  chimney occupies  
t h e  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  e a r l i e r  p i l e .  

B.7. E x t e r i o r  Openings. Both t h e  f i r s t  and second f l o o r  f e n e s t r a t i o n s  
of t h e  bu i ld ing  have been a l t e r e d  from t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  appearance. Flanked 
on t h e  west by a segmental ly  arched doorway opening i n t o  a c o r r i d o r  l ead ing  
t o  t h e  r e a r  and upper f l o o r s  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  The second f l o o r  openings 
have a l l  been narrowed 6 inches  i n  wid th  and r e f i n i s h e d  w i t h  new-load bear-  
i n g  segmental a r ches  i n  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  century .  The unboarded sash  
windows a r e  f i l l e d  one-over-one l i g h t s .  

B.8.  Roof. 221 Eas t  Front  S t r e e t  i s  capped by a f i s h  s c a l e  pa t t e rned  
s l a t e  sh ingled  mansard roof r i s i n g  t o  t h e  h e i g h t  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  r i d g e  l i n e .  
L ike  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  pent ,  t h e  c o r n i c e  i s  v i s u a l l y  supported a t  the  corners  
by s c r o l l  work I t a l i a n a t e  consoles  and f i n i s h e d  wi th  sma l l e r  b racke t s  of 
s i m i l a r  s i z e  a l t e r n a t i n g  wi th  r a i s e d  p a n e l s .  Two dormers wi th  p r o j e c t i n g  
open gab le s  and broad a r c h i t r a v e s  f i n i s h e d  w i t h  turned  wooden bosses  and 
r a i s e d  molded edge pane l s  break  t h e  inward s l o p e  of t h e  roo f .  Above t h e  
dormers a t  t h e  b reak  i n  t he  roof l i n e  i s  a ve rge  board ornamented wi th  t h e  
same mot i f s  found around t h e  dormers and on t h e  corn ice .  

C . 1 .  F loor  P lan .  The f l o o r  p l a n  of 221 Eas t  Front  S t r e e t  i s  a v a r i a n t  .---- 
of s ide-passage double-p i le  arrangement w i t h  a r e a r  s e r v i c e  e l l  and a  com- 
m e r c i a l  s t o r e  f r o n t .  On t h e  second s t o r y  t h e  p l a n  i s  r e t a i n e d ,  and t h e  do- 
m e s t i c  spaces of t h e  u n i t  extended t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  t h e  f r o n t  room. Above t h e  
second f l o o r  l e v e l  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  is i n a c c e s s i b l e  due t o  wa te r  damage. 

C.2 Stairways.  A l a t e  V i c t o r i a n  per iod  s t a i rway  is  loca t ed  i n  t h e  
r e a r  s e c t i o n  of t h e  s i d e  passage. The open s t r i n g  s ta ir  r i s e s  i n  a s t r a i g h t  
run  of 14 t r e a d s  t o  a second-story landing .  On each t r e a d  a r e  factory-pro- 
duced Eas t lake  s t y l e  b a l u s t e r s  which con t inue  around t h e  s t a i r  we l l  a t  t h e  
second f l o o r  l e v e l .  

C.3. F loor ing .  F loor ing ,  d a t i n g  t o  t h e  pe r iod  of n i n e t e e n t h  century 
remodeling, is  l a r g e l y  r o t t e d  o r  covered wi th  b u i l d i n g  d e b r i s .  

(2.4. Wall and C e i l i n g  F in i sh .  A l l  w a l l s  and c e i l i n g s  a r e  f i n i s h e d  
wi th  p l a s t e r  app l i ed  e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  t o  masonry s u r f a c e s  o r  t o  sawn wood 
l a t h  n a i l e d  t o  s tudding .  
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C . 5 .  Decorat ive Fea tures  and Trim. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  s t a i r w a y ,  t h e  
only surv iv ing  i n t e r i o r  t r i m  i n  221 Eas t  Front  S t r e e t  i s  a  round arched 
door surround and transom framing t h e  en t r ance  t o  t h e  s ta i rway.  The f a c t o r y  
planed a r c h i t r a v e  i s  a composite of r a i s e d  angu la r  and curved s u r f a c e s .  A l l  
o t h e r  a c c e s s i b l e  i n t e r i o r  s u r f a c e s  have been s t r i p p e d  of t r i m .  

D. S i t e .  221 Eas t  Front  S t r e e t  i s  f lanked  on e i t h e r  s i d e  by row 
houses wi th  l a t e  n ine t een th  cen tu ry  s t o r e  f r o n t s  and f a c e s  t h e  Wilmington 
r a i l r o a d  s t a t i o n ,  designed by Frank Furness  i n  1901 and l i s t e d  i n  t h e  Na-  
t i o n a l  Regis te r  of H i s t o r i c  P l aces .  P r i o r  t o  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  t r a i n  
s t a t i o n  t h e  houses faced t h e  commercial a r e a  and wharfage of t h e  C h r i s t i n a  
River .  There a r e  no su rv iv ing  r e l a t e d  ou tbu i ld ings .  

P a r t  111. ECHICTECTURAL INFORPfATION--223 -- Eas t  Front  S t .  

A.1 .  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Charac ter .  223 Eas t  Front  S t r e e t  was e r e c t e d  as -- 
h a l f  of a  double f ami ly  row house i n  t h e  pe r iod  around 1800, and l i k e  i t s  
coun te rpa r t ,  221 Eas t  Front  S t r e e t ,  was l a t e r  subdivided and a l t e r e d  f o r  
va r ious  commercial and domest ic  u ses .  Although t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  i n t e r i o r s  
were l a r g e l y  gu t t ed  by 1900, t h e  second f l o o r  r e t a i n s  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  amount 
of i t s  o r i g i n a l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  c h a r a c t e r .  While t h e  u n i t  has  no t  been oc- 
cupied s i n c e  a t  l e a s t  1963, i t  remains i n  v i s i b l y  b e t t e r  s t r u c t u r a l  condi- 
t i o n  than i t s  more heav i ly  a l t e r e d  neighbor.  Most s t r u c t u r a l  damage i s  
confined t o  the  forward s lope  of t h e  r o o f ,  where, i t  was c u t  and a l t e r e d  
during the  changes made t o  221, and t o  t h e  r e a r  no r theas t  corner  of t h e  
r e a r  load bear ing  w a l l ,  which has  p a r t i a l l y  co l l apsed .  The ma jo r i t y  of t h e  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  evidence used t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  t h e  e l e v a t i o n s  and i n t e r i o r  
spaces  of 221 and 223 Eas t  Front  S t r e e t  a s  they  were b u i l t  was drawn from 
223. 

B.1.  Overa l l  Dimensions. The o v e r a l l  e x t e r i o r  dimensions of 223 Eas t  --- 
Front  S t r e e t  d e s c r i b e  a  u n i t  w i t h  1 8  f e e t  of s t r e e t  f ron tage ,  a 33-foot 
t o t a l  e l eva t ion  and a 32-foot depth .  The o r i g i n a l  gene ra l - f loo r  p l a n  and 
dimensions mirrored those  of 221, b u t  where 221 was p a r t i t i o n e d  i n t o  even 
sma l l e r  spaces i n  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry ,  223 w a s  opened up i n t o  a s i n -  
g l e  commercial space. A demolished r e a r  wing 1 3  f e e t  wide by 15 f e e t  l ong  
s tood  aga ins t  t h e  r e a r  n o r t h e a s t  co rne r .  

B.2. Foundations. The founda t ions  a r e  of t h e  same m a t e r i a l s  and con- 
t o u r s  a s  t h e  ad,jacent proper ty .  L ike  221, t h e  c e l l a r  of 223 has  been back- 
f i l l e d  wi th  cons t ruc t ion  rubb le .  

B.3 .  Walls. Above grade  t h e  b r i c k  f acade  of t h e  u n i t  r i s e s  approx- 
imate ly  3 f e e t  i n  random common bond t o  a  w a t e r t a b l e  capped wi th  a q u a r t e r  
round molded b r i c k  course .  The remainder of t h e  w a l l  i s  l a i d  i n  p l a i n  
Flemish bond wi th  s t r u c k  mor tar  j o i n t s  and a  b e l t  course i d e n t i c a l  t o  221. 
The undisturbed second f l o o r  openings a r e  evened wi th  queen c l o s e r s  and cap- 
ped wi th  continued u s e  of Flemish bond masonry r a t h e r  than any v i s i b l e  
masonry arch suppor t .  The r e a r  w a l l  is  of b r i c k  cons t ruc t ion  masked by 
l a t e r  a p p l i c a t i o n s  of mor ta r ,  wh i l e  t h e  gable  end is  a comon w a l l  wi th  t h e  
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e a r l i e r  corner  s t r u c t u r e  a t  225 Eas t  Front  S t r e e t .  The c e n t r a l  bear ing  w a l l ,  
of a  9-inch depth ,  i s  of unknown bonding and covered w i t h  an o r i g i n a l  p l a s t e r  
coa t .  

B.4. S t r u c t u r a l  System, Framing. S t r u c t u r a l  framing elements c o n s i s t  
of 3  - by 1 0  - i nch  f l o o r  j o i s t s  on 1 f o o t  6  i nch  c e n t e r s  and bedded i n  t h e  
masonry of t h e  w a l l s .  The j o i s t s  w i th  t h e i r  c l o s e  c e n t e r s  a c t  a s  l a t e r a l  
t i e s  f o r  both h a l v e s  of t h e  double u n i t  s t r u c t u r e ,  p rovid ing  s t r u c t u r a l  s t a -  
b i l i t y  i n  l i e u  of f r e e  s t and ing  gable  end wa l l s .  The roof framing f o r  223 
i s  f u l l y  descr ibed  i n  s e c t i o n  I.A.2. A s  i n  t he  c a s e  of 221 Eas t  Front  S t r e e t ,  
a l l  o r i g i n a l  lumber m a t e r i a l s  a r e  of s t r a i g h t  sawn oak. 

B.5. Porches,  Stoops,  Balconies ,  Bulkheads. Above t h e  shop f r o n t  win- 
dow runs a  pen t - l i ke  shed c o n s i s t i n g  of a f l a t  roofed co rn i ce  supported on 
p l a i n  c l o s e l y  spaced b racke t s .  

B.6. Chimney. The o r i g i n a l  chimney p i l e  shared wi th  221 Eas t  Front  
S t r e e t  was completely removed i n  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry  and rep laced  
wi th  a  1 f o o t  two inch  by 1 f o o t  8 inch  b r i c k  s t o v e  f l u e  placed a g a i n s t  t h e  
oppos i te  gable  w a l l .  

B.7. E x t e r i o r  Openings. While t h e  second f l o o r  r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  
appearance, t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  d i s p l a y s  changes made i n  conver t ing  t h e  i n i t i a l  -. - 

three-bay row house facade  i n t o  a  l a t e  V ic to r i an  s t o r e  f r o n t .  The p r e s e n t  
ground f l o o r  e l e v a t i o n  c o n s i s t s  of a  s i n g l e  d i s p l a y  window wi th  a  th ree-  
l i g h t  transom and s ide-door  en t r ance  reversed  from i t s  o r i g i n a l  placement a t  
t he  oppos i te  end of t h e  facade .  The p re sen t  door,  capped by a  segmental 
a rch  opening, fo l lows  t h e  seam of an e a r l i e r  window and contained a  p l a i n  
transom window. The second f l o o r  windows a r e  enframed i n  mortice-and-tenon 
a r c h i t r a v e s  and c o n s i s t e d  of s ix-over-s ix l i g h t  s a sh .  There i s  no v i s i b l e  
evidence f o r  e x t e r i o r  s h u t t e r s .  

B.8. Roof. The gable  roof framing is  f u l l y  desc r ibed  i n  s e c t i o n  I.A.5. 
p- 

The p re sen t  roof cover ing  is  composed of wood s h i n g l e  covered w i t h  s h e e t  t i n .  
On each s i d e  of t h e  roof a  s i n g l e  gab le  roof dormer of a  l a t e r  d a t e  occupies  
t h e  s i t e  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  shed dormers. The dormers a r e  f i n i s h e d  w i t h  r a i s e d  
and f i l l e t e d  q u a r t e r  round t r i m  and crown molding n a i l e d  under t h e  verge  of 
t he  dormer's gables .  

C . 1 .  Floor P l a n .  The p r e s e n t  f l o o r  p lan  of 223 Eas t  Front  S t r e e t  i s  
a  l a r g e  open space  con ta in ing  only a  s t o v e  f l u e ,  d i s p l a y  window, and load  
Bearino g i r d e r  midway through t h e  bu i ld ing .  The second f l o o r ,  a c c e s s i b l e  
only by a  f i r e  e scape  l o c a t e d  behind t h e  s t r u c t u r e ,  w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  d iv ided  
i n t o  a  three-room p l a n  con ta in ing  a narrow s t a i r  l and ing ,  a  sma l l  s t r e e t  
f r o n t  chamber, and a l a r g e r  r e a r  chamber. I n  t h e  e a r l y  twen t i e th  century  a  
bathroom was p a r t i t i o n e d  o f f  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  corner  of t h e  r e a r  chamber and the  
s t a i r  removed t o  i t s  p r e s e n t  l o c a t i o n  over  t he  s i t e  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  chimney 
p i l e .  The a t t i c ,  o r i g i n a l l y  open w i t h  whitewashed t imbers ,  was long i tud i -  
n a l l y  p a r t i t i o n e d  i n t o  two rooms i n  t h e  same pe r iod .  
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C.2. Stairways.  An enclosed s t a i r  con ta in ing  a s t r a i g h t  run l e a d s  
from t h e  second f l o o r  t o  t h e  a t t i c .  

C . 3 .  floor in^. The ground f l o o r  f l o o r i n g  is  of narrow width boards 
w i t h  tongue-and-groove j o i n t s  and i s  a l a t e  replacement of t he  o r i g i n a l  
f l o o r i n g .  F i r s t  per iod  f l o o r i n g ,  found on t h e  second f l o o r  and i n  t h e  a t t i c ,  
i s  of random width oak wi th  half- lapped rabbeted  j o i n t s .  

C . 4 .  Wall and Ce i l i ng  F in i sh .  A l l  w a l l s  and c e i l i n g s  were p l a s t e r e d  
e i t h e r  over  b r i c k  o r  wood l a t h .  On t h e  ground f l o o r  p ine  beaded edge s t o c k  
molding was n a i l e d  t o  r a i l s  t o  c r e a t e  a  f i e l d  of l a t e  n ine t een th  century  
wainscot  a g a i n s t  t h e  common w a l l  shared  wi th  221 Eas t  Front  S t r e e t .  On t h e  
second f l o o r  t h r e e  o r i g i n a l  doorways p r e s e n t  a r c h i t r a v e s  composed of a  bead- 
ed edge l ead ing  i n t o  a  quarter-round molding. Baseboard r i s e s  from a quar- 
t e r  round molding over  a  f l a t  s u r f a c e  t o  a sha l low cyma te rmina t ing  i n  t h e  
wa l l .  

D.  S i t e .  223 Eas t  Front  S t r e e t  i s  f l anked  on e i t h e r  s i d e  by l a t e  --- 
e igh teen th  century  r e s idences  a l t e r e d  i n t o  V i c t o r i a n  s t o r e  f r o n t s  f a c i n g  the  
Wilmington Rai l road  S t a t i o n .  Together  w i t h  221 and 225, 223 i s  an i n t e g r a l  
p a r t  of a  row of bu i ld ings  e r e c t e d  by Quaker merchant Thomas Mendenhall 
p r i o r  t o  1800. While t h e r e  a r e  no r e l a t e d  above ground s t r u c t u r e s ,  archae-  
o l o g i c a l  d i s tu rbances  i n d i c a t e  t he  e a r l i e r  presence  of support s t r u c t u r e s  
f o r  t h e  household. 
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P a r t  I. HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

A. Phys i ca l  H i s to ry .  217 and 219 E a s t  Front  S t r e e t  were e r ec t ed  i n  
t h e  l a s t  q u a r t e r  of t h e  n ine t een th  century  as a double s t o r e f r o n t  and r e s i -  
dence. The o r i g i n a l  f a b r i c  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e  w a s  of b r i c k  cons t ruc t ion  wi th  
a  pressed  b r i c k  f acade  and rough c a s t  b r i c k  gab le  and r e a r  w a l l s .  S l i p  
glazed b r i c k  and molded b r i c k s  were a d d i t i o n a l l y  employed t o  c r e a t e  dec- 
o r a t i v e  a r ches  and t o  accen t  p o i n t s  of v i s u a l  s e p a r a t i o n  i n  t h e  o v e r a l l  
s t r e e t  e l e v a t i o n .  Like o t h e r  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  217 and 219 East  
Front  S t r e e t  were subdivided and t r e a t e d  as s e p a r a t e  s t r u c t u r e s .  The end 
r e s u l t  was the  a l t e r a t i o n  and enlargement of 217 i n t o  a  t a p  room, dance h a l l ,  
and boarding house and t h e  i n t e r i o r  c o l l a p s e  of 219 due t o  water  damage. 

B. H i s t o r i c a l  Context.  217 and 219 E a s t  Front  S t r e e t  were b u i l t  
a s  nea r  contemporaries  t o  t h e  Wilmington Ra i l road  S t a t i o n  i n  t h e  l a t e  nine-  
t e e n t h  century .  The th ree - s to ry  f a l s e  f r o n t  s t r u c t u r e  f i l l e d  i n  t h e  100 
b lock  of Eas t  Front  S t r e e t  and d a t e s  a  per iod  of mason change from t h e  a r e a ' s  
e a r l i e r  n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry  appearance. It i s  a l s o  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  
rep laced  e a r l i e r  b u i l d i n g s  loca t ed  on t h e  s i t e .  These e a r l i e r  s t r u c t u r e s  may 
nothave da ted  t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  period of 221, 223, and 225 Eas t  Front  S t r e e t ,  
bu t  probably preda ted  t h e  1860s. Because 217 and 219 were subdivided only 
a f t e r  they were b u i l t  and because they have s u f f e r e d  a minimum of e x t e r i o r  
change, they w i l l  b e  d iscussed  a s  a  s i n g l e  u n i t J  

P a r t  I1 ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION. 

A . 1 .  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  --- Character .  The a r c h i t e c t u r a l  c h a r a c t e r  of 217- 
219 Eas t  Front  S t r e e t  may b e  descr ibed  i n  t e r m s  of a  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  cen- 
t u r y  commercial e c l e c t i c i s m .  While t h e  e x t e r i o r  makes use  of a number of 
cosmetic devices ,  i nc lud ing  glazed brickwork, o r i e l  windows, turned wooden 
bosses  and a  heavy f a l s e  f r o n t  co rn i ce ,  i t  f a i l s  t o  a s s o c i a t e  w i th  any p a r t -  
i c u l a r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t y l e  o r  a e s t h e t i c  ideology.  

A . 2 .  Condit ion of Fabr ic .  While 217 remains i n  u se  a s  a  t a p  room 
and boarding house, 219 has  f a l l e n  i n t o  an advanced s t a t e  of decay i n  which 
t h e  i n t e r i o r  has  l a r g e l y  co l lapsed  i n  on i t s e l f .  217 has s u f f e r e d  s t r u c -  
t u r a l  damage from t h e  roughshod demoliton of ad j acen t  p r o p e r t i e s ,  however, 
i t s  s t r u c t u r a l  c o n d i t i o n  i s  c u r r e n t l y  p rob lema t i ca l .  

B . 1 .  Ove ra l l  Dimensions. The t o t a l  o v e r a l l  e x t e r i o r  f r o n t  of  t h e  
bu i ld ing  measures approximately 38 f e e t  i n  l e n g t h ,  wh i l e  t h e  depth of t h e  
s t r u c t u r e  runs  32 f e e t ,  w i th  a  15  by 29 f o o t  two-story r e a r  e l l  a t t ached  t o  
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both ha lves  of t he  s t r u c t u r e .  217 possesses  an a d d i t i o n a l  wing placed a t  a  
r i g h t  angle  t o  t h e  e l l  and measuring approximately 20 by 16  f e e t .  The two 
u n i t s  a r e  separa ted  a t  s t r e e t  l e v e l  by a two and a  h a l f  f o o t  wide b r i c k  round 
arched passage, running t h e  f u l l  depth  of t h e  main b lock  and opening i n t o  a  
narrow concre te  f l oo red  cour tyard .  

B.2. Foundations. The foundat ions  a r e  of rubb le  s tone  masonry con- 
s t r u c t i o n  and o r i g i n a l l y  de f ined  f u l l  c e l l a r s .  

B.3 .  Walls. The' exter i ior  w a l l s  of t h e  two u n i t s  were l a i d  i n  mechan- 
i c a l  o r  s t r e t c h e r  bond wi th  water  pressed  b r i c k  bedded i n  a  l ime f i n i s h i n g  
mortar .  The masonry i s  d e c o r a t i v e l y  enhanced wi th  s l i p  glazed s t r e t c h e r s  
pa t t e rned  i n t o  round a rches  above t h e  second f l o o r  windows and the  use  of f i f -  
t een  course corbeled b r i c k  consoles  capped w i t h  s t r e t c h e r  framed r a i s e d  r e l i e f  
f l o r a l  pa t te rned  b r i c k s .  

B.4 .  S t r u c t u r a l  System, F r a m i s .  S t r u c t u r a l  framing c o n s i s t s  of 
j o i s t s  bedded i n t o  t h e  gab le  and load  bea r ing  p a r t i t i o n  wa l l s .  Roof framing 
was inacces s ib l e .  

B . 5 .  Porches,  S toops ,  Balconies ,  Bulkheads. Although t h e r e  a r e  no 
porches o r  bulkheads, t h e  second f l o o r  i s  i n t e r r u p t e d  by two timber framed 
o r i e l  windows, one c e n t r a l l y  placed i n  each of the two u n i t s .  The windows 
w e r e  each v i s u a l l y  supported on a  pair.  of corbeled b r i c k  consoles  p r o j e c t i n g  
approximately one f o o t  beyond t h e  p l ane  of t h e  facade.  Each window was equip- 
ped wi th  a  p a i r  of eleven-over-one l i g h t  s a sh  wi th  t h e  upper l i g h t s  composed 
of a  c l e a r  c e n t r a l  pane and sur rounding  glazed l i g h t s .  The whole was capped 
wi th  a  hipped roof c a r r i e d  on a  cove c o r n i c e ,  and a  f l a t  p l a i n  f r i e z e  a t o p  an 
unadorned a r c h i t r a v e .  

B.6. Chimneys. A t r i p l e  s t o v e  f l u e  chimney arrangement,  i nc lud ing  an 
e x t e r i o r  s t a c k  and two f l a n k i n g  i n t e r i o r  s t a c k s ,  emerge from t h e  west gable  
end. The caps of each s t a c k  a r e  s imply-corbeled out  Erom t h e  body of ;he 
p i l e .  A s i m i l a r  e x t e r i o r  end p i l e  r u n s  up t h e  gable  end of t h e  e a s t  w a l l  but 
l a c k s  a  f i n i s h i n g  course.  

B.7.  Exter ior  Openings. The f e n e s t r a t i o n  a t  s t r e e t  l e v e l  remains un- 
changed f o r  219, a l though i t  has  been broken up and a l t e r e d  f o r  217. A s  
b u i l t ,  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  shop f r o n t  was d iv ided  i n t o  a  seven-bay, t r i p a r t i t e  
balanced facade.  The c e n t r a l  element was t h e  opening t o  t h e  a l l e y  way be- 
tween t h e  uni ts /above t h e  a c t u a l  e n t r y  way a  f a n l i g h t  wi th  a  wood g r i l l  i n  f i l l  
provided a  c e n t r a l  v i s u a l  e lement .  To e i t h e r  s i d e ,  a  doorway w i t h  a  t a l l  
s i n g l e - l i g h t  transom opened i n t o  a  commercial space  i l l umina ted  by a f u l l  
h e i g h t  s t o r e  f r o n t  window wi th  f i x e d  transom l i g h t s  echoing t h e  doorway. 
The d i sp l ay  windows were f u r t h e r  set o f f  by t h e  sp r ing ing  f o r  t h e  conso le s  
v i s u a l l y  car ry ing  t h e  o r i e l  windows a t  t h e  second f l o o r  l e v e l .  To t h e  f a r  
gable  ends, a  s i n g l e  door opening i n t o  an  enclosed s t a i r  provided s t r e e t  
l e v e l  access  t o  t h e  upper r e s i d e n t i a l  f l o o r s  of t he  bu i ld ing .  The upper 
l e v e l  windows c o n s i s t  of t h e  o r i e l  windows previous ly  descr ibed  and one-over- 
one l i g h t  sash  windows capped w i t h  unadorned beam l i n t e l s .  The balance 
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achieved on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  i s  l o s t  i n  t h e  upper s t o r i e s ,  due t o  t he  p a r t i -  
t i o n  of t h e  space incorpora ted  i n  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  a l l e y .  

B .8 .  Roof. The roof over t h e  main b lock  i s  a  sha l low gabled roof 
w i th  f l u s h  eaves and a  r a i s e d  f a l s e  f r o n t  c o r n i c e  on t h e  s t r e e t  facade.  The 
c o r n i c e  is v i s u a l l y  c a r r i e d  on conbeled b r i c k  consoles  w i t h  t r i m  i d e n t i c a l  
t o  t h a t  found a t  s t r e e t  l e v e l .  Between t h e  consoles ,  sp r ing ing  from s e v e r a l  
courses  below t h e  t o p s  of t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  windows, curves  a cove f a s c i a  a top  
which sits a  f r i e z e  i n f i l l e d  wi th  wood square  r a i s e d  pane l s  and capped w i t h  
a  p l a i n  f a s c i a  and beveled c o r n i c e  molding. 

A s i m i l a r  b e l t  f r i e z e  appears  a t  t he  junc ture  of t h e  f i r s t  and second 
f l o o r s .  Here t h e  f r i e z e ,  f i l l e d  wi th  turned  wood bosses ,  r i s e s  t o  a  beveled 
co rn i ce  covered w i t h  a shal low shed roof i n t e r r u p t e d  by t h e  rhythm of t h e  
corbe led  b r i c k  consoles .  

C .  Desc r ip t ion  of I n t e r i o r .  Although t h e  e x t e r i o r  of 217 and 219 
Eas t  Front  S t r e e t  a r e  of t h e  same s t y l e  and m a t e r i a l ,  t h e  i n t e r i o r s ,  due t o  
d i f f e r e n t  ownership, have changed t o  vary ing  degrees  and i r a n  i n d i v i d u a l  
manner. To avoid confusion t h e  i n t e r i o r s  w i l l  b e  d i scussed  one address  a t  a  
t ime, beginning w i t h  217 and c l o s i n g  w i t h  219 East  Front  S t r e e t .  Only t h e  
ground f l o o r s  of t h e s e  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  descr ibed:  t h e  upper f l o o r s  of 219 a r e  
i n a c c e s s i b l e  due t o  advanced s t r u c t u r a l  decay, and those  of 217 a r e  inacces-  
s i b l e  because of c u r r e n t  u se  as i n d i v i d u a l l y  ren ted  apar tments .  

217 Eas t  Front S t r e e t  

C . 1 .  F loor  P lan .  217 Eas t  Front  S t r e e t   elen en's Cafe)  now c o n s i s t s  of ----- 
a s i n g l e  open space  t o  accommodate t he  b u i l d i n g ' s  f u n c t i o n  a s  a  t a p  room 
(formerly a s  a  dance h a l l ) .  The space was f u r t h e r  en larged  though t h e  addi-  
t i o n  of a  two-story b r i c k  wing t o  t h e  west .  I n  t h e  immediate f r o n t  of t h e  
room s t a n d s  an approximately 21  f o o t  square  c l i pped  co rne r  and hollow g l a s s  
block ba r  d a t i n g  from t h e  mid-twentieth century .  Along t h e  w a l l s  a r e  s e t s  of 
yel low v i n y l  upho l s t e r ed  booths and below t h i s  a  r a i s e d  dance f l o o r .  A t  t h e  
f a r  end of t h e  room i s  a  second ba r  i nco rpora t ing  a  board counter  t op  and 
hollow core  wood Doric  columns. A t  t h e  e a s t  end of t h e  b a r  a  door l e a d s  i n t o  
a  k i t chen .  Access t o  t h e  upper s t o r i e s  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  gained through a  
s e p a r a t e  e x t e r i o r  e n t r y  opening i n t o  a  c losed  run of s t a i r s .  

C.2. F loor ing .  The f l o o r i n g  of t h e  u n i t  i s  composed of a l t e r n a t i n g  
l ight-and-dark l inoleum t i l e  except  i n  t h e  a r e a  de f ined  by t h e  b a r  i s l a n d ,  
which i s  f i n i s h e d  w i t h  a l t e r n a t i n g  green and whi te  l ino leum t i l e .  

C.3. Wall and C e i l i n g  F in i sh .  The w a l l s  and c e i l i n g s  a r e  f i n i s h e d  
wi th  p l a s t e r  app l i ed  t o  sawn wood l a t h  f i x e d  i n  p l a c e  w i t h  w i r e  n a i l s .  Of 
p a r t i c u l a r  n o t e  a r e  t h e  two murals pa in t ed  i n  t h e  f r o n t  p a r t  of t h e  b a r  by 
Raymond Eanton i n  1950. Coated wi th  s h e l l a c ,  t h e  mural on t h e  west w a l l  con- 
sists of a  t r i p t y c h  comprised of a  c e n t r a l  element of t h e  American Revolution 
wi th  George Washington f lanked  on e i t h e r  s i d e  by European landscapes .  The 
whole of t he  composition is  s y m e t r i c a l l y  d iv ided  by f l u t e d  and sec t ioned  
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Doric s t y l e  columns. On t h e  opposing west  w a l l  t h e  s t a i r  t o  t h e  upper 
s t o r i e s  breaks t h e  mural i n t o  two s e c t i o n s :  one of a  harbor scene w i t h  s a i l -  
boa ts  and an i r o n  r a i l e d  promenade, t h e  o t h e r  i l l u s t r a t i n g  a  r i v e r  scene 
wi th  a  young couple i n  ante-bellum d r e s s ,  s i t t i n g  on t h e  bank gazing at an  
o t t e r  i n  t he  water .  On t h e  oppos i t e  s h o r e  s t a n d s  a  country house i n  a  land- 
scape of evergreens.  ( A  pa in t ed  a s h l a r  w a l l  provided a  v i s u a l  foundat ion  f o r  
t h e  scenes . )  According t o  t h e  p re sen t  owner, Mrs. K i t t y  Layton, t h e  scenes  
were chosen by he r  mother from books supp l i ed  by Eanton. The e n t i r e  p a i n t i n g  
p r o j e c t  took t h r e e  t o  f o u r  months du r ing  which time M r .  Eanton commuted t o  
Wilmington from Ches ter ,  Pennsylvania ,  and worked on t h e  murals from 9:00 
a.m. u n t i l  3:00 t o  4:00 p.m. The completed pro , jec t  covered t h e  e n t i r e  f r o n t  
room but  was p a r t i a l l y  covered i n  1968 w i t h  a  coa t  of p a i n t .  

C.4. I n t e r i o r  Openings. The g l a s s  block windows were i n s t a l l e d  i n  -- 
masonry jambs between 1945 and 1949. The only  i n t e r i o r  window was an opening 
f o r  passing food through t o  t h e  r e a r  b a r  from t h e  k i tchen .  

C.5. Decora t ive  Fea tu re s  and Trim. The i n t e r i o r  t r i m  i nc ludes  t h e  --.-- 
f r o n t  ba r  prev ious ly  desc r ibed ,  a  band s t a n d ,  and a  r e a r  ba r .  The band s t and  
was r a i s e d  i n  t h e  same per iod  t h e  f r o n t  bar  and windows were i n s t a l l e d .  Three 
t r e a d s  l e a d  up t o  a  l ino leum t i l e d  dance f l o o r  a t  t h e  f a r  end of which i s  a  
band s tand  r a i s e d  on two courses  of hollow g l a s s  blocks.  The b a r  a t  t h e  
r e a r  of t h e  room c o n t a i n s  a  Doric t r i - s t y l e  counter  s e c t i o n  wi th  l e a t h e r e t t e  
panels .  The c e n t r a l  pane l  has  t h e  word "Belmon" spe l l ed  ou t  i n  b r a s s  f u r -  
n i t u r e  tacks .  According t o  t h e  owner, Belmon r e f e r s  t o  a  New York r a c e  
t r a c k ,  bu t  i t s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  i t s  p r e s e n t  contex t  has been l o s t .  Behind 
t h e  counter  i s  t h e  d i s p l a y  a r e a  con ta in ing  two Cor in th ian  columns framing a  
t r i p t y c h  of w in te r  woodland and p a s t o r a l  scenes  pa in ted  on plywood. The 
scenes ,  conta in ing  d e e r ,  some t r e e s ,  and f o r e s t  co t t ages ,  appear  t o  be mass 
produced r a t h e r  than  hand pa in t ed .  The c o r n i c e  of the  ba r  is  f i n i s h e d  w i t h  
s t o c k  egg-and-dart molding, wh i l e  t h e  a r e a  below conta ins  p l a i n  s e r v i c e  
drawers and a s tepped four - t read  d i s p l a y  a rea .  

219 East Front S t r e e t  

C . 1 .  Floor  P lans .  219 Eas t  Front  S t r e e t  de f ines  a  p lan  made up of ---- 
an  open f u l l  depth s t o r e  f r o n t  w i t h  a  s e p a r a t e  en t r ance  p rov id ing  acces s  t o  
t h e  upper s t o r i e s  of t h e  bu i ld ing .  Behind t h e  f r o n t  room a r e  a s e r i e s  of 
two smal le r  s e r v i c e  rooms. Between t h e s e  two rooms i s  an enclosed s t a i r w e l l  
w i th  f l i g h t s  l ead ing  both  t o  t h e  second f l o o r  rooms and t o  a  f u l l  c e l l a r .  

C.2. Floor*. The f l o o r i n g  f o r  219 Eas t  Front S t r e e t  i s  of tongue- --- 
and-groove c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  supported on c i r c u l a r  sawn p ine  j o i s t s .  

C.3. Wall and C e i l i n g  F i n i s h .  A l l  w a l l s  a r e  f i n i s h e d  w i t h  p l a s t e r  --- 
appl ied  e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  masonky o r  over sawn l a t h .  The f r o n t  room 
i s  f u r t h e r  f i n i s h e d  wi th  a p l a i n  baseboard te rmina t ing  i n  a sha l low cyma 
molding. The middle r e a r  room is  a d d i t i o n a l l y  embellished wi th  a  p l a i n  
l e v e l  edge c h a i r  r a i l .  



217-219 East  Front S t r e e t  

C . 4 .  I n t e r i o r  Openings. Doors and windows were framed i n  machine 
molded a r c h i t r a v e s  w i th  t h e  doors be ing  of paneled cons t ruc t ion .  The f o u r  
paneled doors  contained two e longated  sha l lowly  recessed  panels  i n  t h e  upper 
s e c t i o n  and two s h o r t e r  paneled f i e l d s  below. The panel  e f f e c t  was en- 
hanced wi th  mi t red  cyma moldings d e f i n i n g  each panel .  

C . 5 .  Decora t ive  Fea tu re s  and Trim. The only su rv iv ing  f i r s t  f l o o r  
decorated t r i m  i n  219 East  Front  S t r e e t  is  an  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  k i tchen  cup- 
board loca t ed  i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  co rne r  of t h e  r e a r  wing. The cupboard has  a  
shelved upper s e c t i o n  f i n i s h e d  wi th  two s l i g h t l y  r a i s e d  pane l s ,  under which 
a r e  two drawers and below t h a t  two a d d i t i o n a l  cupboard doors .  

D.  S i t e .  217 and 219 Eas t  F ron t  S t r e e t  c u r r e n t l y  f a c e  t h e  W i l m -  
ing ton  Rai l road  S t a t i o n  designed i n  1901 by Frank Furness .  The s t r u c t u r e  i s  
f lanked  t o  t h e  west by vacant  l o t s  and t o  t h e  e a s t  by an a l t e r e d  row house 
d a t i n g  from about 1800. 
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CAPTAIN THOMAS MENDENIULL HOUSE 

AND MENDENHALL TENANT HOUSFS: 
RECONSTRUCTED FRONT STREET ELEVATION, ca. 1805 
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CAPTAIN THOMAS MENDENHALL HOUSE 

AND MENDENHALL TENANT HOUSES: 
RECONSTRUCTED GROUND FLOOR PLAN, ca. 1805 



FIGURE 3 

CAPTAIN THOMAS MENDENHALL H Y S E  AND MENDENHALL 
TENANT HOUSES: RECONSTRUCTED SECOND FLOOR PLAN, ca. 1805 
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CAPTAIN THOMAS MENDENHALL HOUSE 

RECONSTRUCTED THIRD FLOOR PLAN, ca. 1805 



FIGURE 5 

MENDENHALL TENANT HOUSES 
RECONSTRUCTED ROOF SECTION, ca. 1805 



FIGURE 6 

MENDENHALL TENANT HOUSES: 
RAFTER SECTION AND EXPLODED PERSPECTIVE 

AT FALSE PLATE ASSEMBLY WITH BXIDLED SCARF JOINT 





PLATE 1: 217, 219, 221, 223 AND 225 EAST FRONT STREET 



PLATE 2: CAPTAIN THOMAS MENDENHALL HOUSE 



PLATE 3: CAPTAIN THOMAS MENDENHALL HOUSE 
AND MENDENHALL TENANT HOUSES 



PLATE 4: CAPTAIN THOMAS MENDENHALL HOUSE 
1.9TH CENTURY FRONT STREET COMMERCIAL FACADE 



PLATE 5: CAPTAIN THOMAS MENDENHALL HOUSE 
2ND FLOOR STAIR LANDING WITH ORIGINAL CHAIR RAIL 



PLATE 6: CAPTAIN THOMAS MENDENHALL HOUSE 
2ND FLOOR LANDING CHAIR RAIL SCAR 



PLATE 7 :  CAPTAIN THOMAS MENDENHALL HOUSE 
2ND FLOOR FRONT PARLOR SHOWING PANELING SCARS 



PLATE 8: CAPTAIN THOMAS MENDENHALL HOUSE 
2 N D  FLOOR PARTITION WALL DETAIL 



PLATE 9 :  CAPTAIN THOMAS MENDENHALL HOUSE 
2ND FLOOR LAPPED VERTICAZ, BOARD PARTITION WALL 



PLATE 10: CAPTAIN THOMAS MENDENHALL HOUSE 
3RD FLOOR REAR CHAMBER PANELING AND PARTITION WALL 



PLATE 11: CAPTAIN THOMAS MENDENHALL HOUSE 
3RD FLOOR FRONT CHAMBER MANTEL GHOST 



PLATE 1 2 :  MENDENHALL TENANT HOUSES 
FRONT STREET ELEVATION 



PLATE 13: 217 AND 219 EAST FRONT STREET 



PLATE 1 4 :  2 1 9  EAST FRONT STREET 
19TH CENTURY STOREFRONT 



PLATE 15:  217 AND 219 EAST FRONT STREET 
STREET LEVEL ALLEY DETAIL 



PLATE 16: 217 EAST FRONT STREET 



APPENDIX: R a t i o n a l e f o r  Reconstructed P lans  and Eleva t ions  of t h e  Captain 
Thomas Mendenhall House and MenderrFa11 Tenant Houses --- -- 

The b a s i s  f o r  t h e  recons t ruc ted  p l ans  and e l e v a t i o n s  of t h e  Captain Thomas 
Mendenhall House and t h e  ad jo in ing  Mendenhall Tenant Houses r e s t s  wholly i n  t h e  
surv iv ing  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  remains,  inc luding  w a l l ,  c e i l i n g  and f l o o r i n g  s c a r s ,  
a s  w e l l  as i n  t h e  loca t ion  and r ecogn i t i on  of fragments of o r i g i n a l  f a b r i c ,  
such a s  remnants of t h e  chimney p i l e  and s t a c k ,  roof framing elements,  and 
evidence of c l o s e r s  i n  t h e  e l eva t ions .  

F igure  1: Captain Thomas Mendenhall House and Mendenhall Tena,nt Houses --- ------ 
Reconstructed ---,.- Front  S t r e e t  Eleva t ion  ca.  1805. Evidence f o r  a l l  t h e  second --d ----- 
and t h i r d  f l o o r  openings and t h e i r  l o c a t i o n s  survived i n  una l t e r ed  bays found 
i n  t h e  Mendenhall House and t h e  t enan t  houses a t  223 and 225 East  Front S t r e e t .  
The second f l o o r  window openings f o r  t h e  t enan t  house a t  221 Eas t  Front  S t r e e t  
had been c losed  wi th  b r i c k  i n f i l l  t o  c r e a t e  narrower openings, bu t  t h e  presence 
o f ~ q u e e n c l o s e r s  and t h e  dimensions of t h e  o r i g i n a l  windows p i e rc ing  t h e  second 
f l o o r  of 223 Eas t  Front  S t r e e t  provided both t h e  l o c a t i o n  and s i z e  of t h e  o r i g i -  
n a l  openings and second f l o o r  f e n e s t r a t i o n s .  The roof l i n e s  of 223 and 225 
East  Front S t r e e t  a l s o  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  i n i t i a l  per iod of cons t ruc t ion ,  and because 
223 and 221 used t o  be a s i n g l e  s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  w a s  l a t e r  subdivided and a l t e r e d ,  
t h e  roof f o r  223 Eas t  Front S t r e e t  w a s  recons t ruc ted  a s  a continuous e l eva t ion  
over i t s  neighboring property.  The more d e t a i l e d  information f o r  t h i s  conclu-.  
s ion  involved t h e  presence of a b r i d l e d  s c a r f  j o i n t  i n  t h e  Front S t r e e t  facade 
f a l s e  p l a t e  and t h e  ex tens ion  of chimney braces  which had enframed t h e  l a r g e  
c e n t r a l  chimney p i l e  shared by t h e  two addresses .  F i n a l l y ,  t he  f i r s t  f l o o r  
e l eva t ion  and f e n e s t r a t i o n  were ex t r apo la t ed  from t h e  placement of openings i n  
t h e  upper f l o o r s ,  o r i g i n a l  door openings loca t ed  i n  t h e  Front S t r e e t  facades of 
2 2 1  and 225 Eas t  Front  S t r e e t ,  and t h e  s c a r s  f o r  an i n f i l l e d  window opening 
pos i t ioned  ad jo in ing  and above t h e  p re sen t  doorway f o r  223 East  Front S t r e e t .  
With t h e  dimensions known f o r  a l l  f i r s t  f l o o r  openings and t h e  pos i t i on ing  
der ived  forknowndoors  and windows, t h e  l i n e s  of t h e  second f l o o r  openings were 
extended downwards and t h e  heav i ly  a l t e r e d  s t r e e t  l e v e l  facade of ca .  1805 
recons t ruc ted .  

Figure 2: Captain Thomas Mendenhall House and Mendenhall Tenant Houses: ------ 
----- 1805. Heavily a l t e r e d  thr;ugh 20th- ~ e c o n s t r u c t e d  Ground Floor  P l an ,  ca. 

cen tury  commercial usage, t h e  ground f l o o r  p l ans  f o r  a l l  t h r e e  addresses  were 
recons t ruc ted  through t h e  r ecogn i t i on  and examination of surv iv ing  f i r s t  per iod 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  and l a t e r  s u b t r a c t i o n s  and add i t i ons  t o  those  f e a t u r e s .  
Both of t h e  Mendenhall Tenant Houses had l o s t  t h e i r  f i r s t  f l o o r  p lan  conf igu-  
r a t i o n s  from t h e  per iod  of t h e i r  i n i t i a l  cons t ruc t ion .  While 221 Eas t  Front 
S t r e e t  had been converted i n t o  a side-m ass age double-pi le  s t o r e f r o n t ,  223 East 



Front  S t r e e t  had been completely gu t t ed  f o r  commercial usage. A s  o r i g i n a l l y  
b u i l t ,  t h e  Mendenhall Tenant Houses had been mi r ro r  images of one another ,  
and a r c h i t e c t u r a l  evidence taken from both addresses  was combined t o  r econs t ruc t  
t h e  plans.  The f e n e s t r a t i o n  was der ived  from t h e  recons t ruc ted  Front S t r e e t  
e l eva t ion  and remnants of i n f i l l e d  f i r s t  per iod openings p i e rc ing  t h e  r e a r  
e l eva t ion .  The l o c a t i o n  of t h e  d iagonal ly-se t  c e n t r a l  chimney p i l e  was drawn 
from t h e  o r i g i n a l  base s tanding  i n  t h e  basement of 221 Eas t  Front  S t r e e t ,  t he  
remaining h a l f  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t a c k  under t h e  l a t e r  roof of 221 East  Front  
S t r e e t ,  and t h e  smoke-blackened f l u e  backs found under later l a t h  and p l a s t e r  
between t h e  second and a t t i c  f l o o r s  of 223 Eas t  Front  S t r e e t .  The l o c a t i o n  of 
t h e  p a r t i t i o n  wa l l ,  enclosed box-winder stair and approximate placement of 
i n t e r i o r  doorways w a s  a l l  founded i n  t h e  second f l o o r  arrangement of 223 Eas t  
Front S t r e e t ,  which provided information on t h e  dimensions of t h e  s t a i r  and, 
by ex tens ion ,  i t s  gene ra l  conf igura t ion .  

The f i r s t  f l o o r  p lan  of t h e  Thomas Mendenhall House w a s  recons t ruc ted  i n  
a  similar manner. Once t h e  o r i g i n a l  f e n e s t r a t i o n  had been e s t a b l i s h e d ,  t h e  
i n t e r i o r  arrangement was recons t ruc ted  from a combination of evidence found i n  
t h e  basement, f i r s t ,  and second f l o o r s .  While t h e  chimney p i l e  had survived 
i n t a c t ,  t h e  b r i c k  load-bearing w a l l s  r e s t i n g  on s tone  load-bearing w a l l s  i n  
t h e  basement had been removed. The p rev iousex i s t ence  of t h e s e  w a l l s ,  however, 
i s  known from a s i m i l a r  w a l l  ex t an t  on t h e  second f l o o r  between t h e  chimney 
p i l e  and t h e  Walnut S t r e e t  e l e v a t i o n  of t h e  bui ld ing .  The loca t ion  of t h e  open 
s t r i n g  stair i s  o r i g i n a l  a s  i s  much of i t s  cons t ruc t ion  a s  evidenced i n  t h e  use  
of hand-wrought n a i l s ,  r i v e n  l a t h  and morticed-and-tenoned s t r i n g e r s ,  The loca-  
t i o n  of t h e  s t a i r  is  f u r t h e r  supported by a f i r s t - p e r i o d  c h a i r  r a i l  ( see  P l a t e s  
5 and 6)  s e t  i n t o  t h e  p l a s t e r  of t h e  wa l l  shared wi th  t h e  gable  end of 223 East  
Front S t r e e t .  The absence of stair passage o r  other  i n t e r n a l  p a r t i t i o n  w a l l s  
is  based on t h e  unbroken p r o f i l e  of t h e  c h a i r  r a i l  f o r  t h e  f u l l  l eng th  of t h e  
p re sen t  s t a i r  passage and t h e  complete absence of any i n d i c a t i o n  of s t u d s  o r  
s c a n t l i n g  wa l l i ng  e i t h e r  tenoned o r  n a i l e d  t o  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  c e i l i n g  j o i s t s ,  

F igure  3 '  Ca t a i n  Thomas Mendanhall House and Mendenhall Tenant Houses: ---:A - - - - - - . . _ _ _ - - - - - _ - - - -  
Reconstructed Second Floor Plan ca  1805. The second f l o o r  p lans  of 225 and - -  1- 
223 Eas t  Front S t r e e t  survived t o  t h e  p re sen t  w i th  r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  change, 
The second f l o o r  p lan  of t h e  Thomas Mendenhall House, a l though ex tens ive ly  van 
d a l i z e d ,  r e t a i n e d  a l l  of i t s  f i r s t  per iod p a r t i t i o n  w a l l s  and openings, The 
ad jacent  t enan t  house a t  223 Eas t  Front S t r e e t  survived i n  a  s i m i l a r  s t a t e  of 
p re sen ta t ion  wi th  t h e  except ion of t h e  removal of t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t a i r  and chim- 
ney p i l e .  Flooring s c a r s ,  however, revea led  t h e  s i z e  and p o s i t i o n  of t he  o r i g i -  
n a l  s t a i r ,  whi le  t h e  replacement of s c a n t l i n g  wal l ing  wi th  a l a t e r  s t a i r  and 
c l o s e t  i n  conjunct ion wi th  a  smoke-blackened f l u e  back beneath a  more recent: 
l a t h  and p l a s t e r  w a l l  i nd i ca t ed  t h e  presence and l o c a t i o n  of t h e  f i r s t  per iod 
chimney p i l e .  The f i r s t  per iod p lan  of t h e  seocnd f l o o r  of 221 East  Front S t r e e t  
was drawn from i ts counterpar t  a t  223 Eas t  Front  S t r e e t .  

F igure  4: Captain Thomas Mendenhall House: Reconstructed Third Floor  .--...------------- ----up---- 

Plan,  ca.  1805. Like t h e  second f l o o r ,  t h e  t h i r d  s t o r y  of t h e  Thomas Mendenhall 
house e n d u r e d t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  bu i ld ing  wi th  l i t t l e  change, A l l  o r i g i n a l  
w a l l s  and openings have remained e x t a n t ,  and t h e  only a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  arrange- 
ment was t h e  i n s e r t i o n  of a  20th--century s tud  wal l  subdividing t h e  room over- 
looking Front S t r e e t  i n t o  two smal le r  spaces.  



Figure  5: Mendenhall -- Tenant Houses: Reconstructed Roof -S.ection, ca .  -- -- 
1805. ~ l t h o u g h  t h e  roof framing f o r  221 Eas t  Front S t r e e t  had been r'dplaced --. 
i n  t h e  l a t t e r  ha l f  of t h e  19th  century,  t h e  f i r s t  per iod roof system f o r  t h e  
ad jo in ing  proper ty  a t  223 East  Front S t r e e t  survived i n t a c t .  A p a i r  of c u t  
chimney braces  spiked t o  t h e  underside of t h e  r a f t e r s  and a b r i d l e d  s c a r f  
j o i n t  i n  t h e  f a l s e  p l a t e  s e a t i n g  t h e  r a f t e r  f e e t  i nd ica t ed  a p a r a l l e l  ex tens ion  
of t h e  roof framing system f o r  223 Eas t  Front S t r e e t  over 221 E a s t  Front S t r e e t  
This  assumption w a s  v e r i f i e d  dur ing  t h e  demoli t ion of t hese  p r o p e r t i e s  i n  J u l y  
1981, when t h e  l a t e r  mansard roof over 221 Eas t  Front S t r e e t  was removed, 
r evea l ing  t h e  ghost of t h e  o r i g i n a l  gable  bedded i n t o  t h e  w a l l  of 219 East  
Front  S t r e e t .  
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225 Eas t  Front  S t r e e t  - Captain Thomas Mendenhall House 

P a r t  I. HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

A.1 .  Date of Erec t ion .  The Captain Thomas Mendenhall House w a s  e r ec t ed  
i n  t h e  l a s t  decade of t h e  e igh teen th  century  on t h e  northwest corner  of Front  
and Walnut S t r e e t s ,  f ac ing  what was then  Wilmington's commercial wa te r f ron t  
along t h e  C h r i s t i n a  River.  

A.2. O r i g i n a l  P lans  and Construct ion.  A s  o r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t ,  t he  Mendenhall 
House s tood  a lone  on a corner  l o t  r i s i n g  t h r e e  f u l l  s tones  above a r a i s e d  
basement. The south  and e a s t  e l e v a t i o n s  of t h e  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  were l a i d  i n  
p l a i n  Flemish bond wi th  s t r u c k  mortar  j o i n t s ,  whi le  t h e  foundat ions ,  r e a r  wa l l ,  
and west gable  end were l a i d  i n  common bond. A t  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  l e v e l  a s i n -  
g l e  course  mortar  round molded b r i c k  wa te r t ab l e  ran  along t h e  primary e l e -  
va t ions .  The upper f l o o r s  were d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  by four-course Flemish bond 
b e l t  courses .  V i sua l ly  t h e  v e r t i c a l  emphasis of t h e  dwell ing was enhanced 
through t h e  use  of graduated window openings growing inc reas ing ly  sma l l e r  from 
the  ground f l o o r  t o  t h e  a t t i c  without  an i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  number of l i g h t s  per 
s a sh  above t h e  f i r s t  s t o r y .  The bu i ld ing  w a s  capped wi th  a gable  roof broken 
only by a c e n t r a l  chimney p i l e  emerging from t h e  r idge .  I n  p lan  t h e  Menden- 
h a l l  House began a s  a double-pi le  ha l l -pa r lo r  arrangement wi th  each roomheat- 
ed by back-to-back hea r th s .  Each room was paneled t o  some degree,  wi th  t h e  
more e l a b o r a t e  i n t e r i o r  t r i m  lav ished  on t h e  second f l o o r  chamber and p a r l o r .  
The f i r s t  f l o o r  pane l ing  was p l a i n e r  i n  c h a r a c t e r ,  perhaps due t o  Mendenhall 's 
using t h e  s t r e e t  l e v e l  rooms f o r  h i s  mercan t i l e  endeavors. 

A.3. A l t e r a t i o n s  and Addit ions.  L a t e r  add i t i ons  included a two-story 
b r i c k  e l l  of t h e  r e a r  e l e v a t i o n  d a t i n g  from 1810 t o  1820, and t h e  modifica- 
t i o n  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  three-bay facade i n t o  a corner  en t r ance  s t o r e  f r o n t  i n  
t he  1870s. 

B . 1 .  H i s t o r i c a l  Context. The Thomas Hendenhall House, l i s t e d  on t h e  Na- 
t i o n a l  Reg i s t e r  of H i s t o r i c  P l aces  i n  1970, i s  of prime h i s t o r i c ,  and arch i tec-  - 
t u r a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  t h e  C i ty  of Wilmington. ~ u r i n ~  the  ~ e v o l u t i o 4 a r ~  War; 
then Ensign Thomas Mendenhall, s e rv ing  aboard t h e  Brig Nancy, made ahd f lew 
the  f i r s t  American f l a g  i n  a f o r e i g n  p o r t .  By 1800 Captain Thomas Mendenhall 
was engaged i n  t he  West Ind ie s  t r a d e  wi th  h i s  schooner P r a t t .  A s  a Quaker 
merchant Mendenhall was more than  succes s fu l ,  f o r  by t h e  t ime of t he  1804 t ax  
assessment he owned t h e  b r i c k  house on t h e  corner  of Front and Walnut, t h e  
two adjacent  t enan t  houses a t  65 and 67 (now 2 2 1  and 223)  Eas t  Front S t r e e t , '  
two s t o r e s ,  wharfage, two a d d i t i o n a l  houses on r e n t ,  and a t o t a l  of s i x  ad- 
d i t i o n a l  l o t s .  These undeveloped l o t s  were no t  only i n  t h e  immediate neigh- 
borhood of t h e  house, bu t  a l s o  included two two-acre l o t s  i n  a then undevelop- 
ed s e c t i o n  of t h e  c i t y  near  Brandywine Vi l l age .  The type  and q u a l i t y  of Men- 
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d e n h a l l ' s  material goods a s  we l l  a s  t h e  a r chaeo log ica l  p o t e n t i a l  and impor- 
tance  of t h e  s i t e  a r e  f u r t h e r  i l l u s t r a t e d  by t h e  s p o i l s  of a loo ted  archae- 
l o g i c a l  f e a t u r e  under t h e  b r i c k  e l l  behind t h e  main b lock  of t h e  house. Im- 
ported po rce l a in ,  cream wares,  and ornamented p e a r l  wares a s  w e l l  a s  l o c a l l y  
produced u l t i l i t a r i a n  and deco ra t ive  earthenwares desc r ibe  a domestic con- 
sumption of no mean na ture .  Some of t h e  ceramic remains show no s i g n s  of 
wear and may be  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of goods broken i n  t r a n s i t  a s  p a r t  of Menden- 
h a l l ' s  t r a d i n g  endeavors. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  r e a l  e s t a t e  and t r ad ing ,  Thomas 
Mendenhall's bus iness  i n t e r e s t s  extended t o  t h e  founding of  t h e  National  Bank 
of Delaware as a member of t h e  f i r s t  board of d i r e c t o r s .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  h i s t o r -  
i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t he  Thomas Mendenhall House has been increased by t h e  
acc ident  of urban a r c h i t e c t u r a l  a d d i t i o n s .  A s  t h e  house and i t s  dependent 
tenant  houses s tand  today, they r ep resen t  t h e  l a s t  s tanding  e igh teen thcen tu ry  
Wil.mington s t r e e t  corner .  

P a r t  11. ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION --- 

A . 1 .  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Character .  Through planned o r  a c c i d e n t a l  circum- 
s t ances ,  t h e  Captain Thomas Mendenhall House remains one of ~ i l m i n g t o n ' s  
f i n e s t  e igh teen th  century  s t r u c t u r e s .  With i t s  urban s e t t i n g ,  Federa l  per iod  
d e t a i l i n g ,  and l a t e r  f i . r s t  f l o o r  changes, t h e  s t r u c t u r e  po r t r ays  no t  only the  
s tandard  of l i v i n g  obtained by t h e  c i t y ' s  w e a l t h i e s t  Quaker merchants,  b u t  
a l s o  t h e  m a t e r i a l  ways i n  which t h a t  urban s e t t i n g  has  witnessed h i s t o r i c a l  
change. 

A.2. Condition of Fabr ic .  Although t h e  Mendenhall House has r e c e n t l y  
su f f e red  ex tens ive  vandalism, t h e  s t r u c t u r e  remains sound with a minimum of 
weather damage. The demoli t ion of t h e  block t o  t h e  west ,  has  measurably a l -  
t e r e d  t h e  p a t t e r n  of r a i n  runof f ,  however, and t h e  house i s  now sub jec t  t o  
some f lood ing  i n  t h e  course  of s eve re  weather.  

B . 1 .  Over-all  Dimensions. The Captain Thomas Mendenhall House was 
b u i l t  a s  a 21 by 32 1 / 2  f o o t  s t r u c t u r e  wi th  a near  40 f o o t  e l eva t ion .  Tn the 
f i r s t  q u a r t e r  of t h e  n ine t een th  century  and no l a t e r  than about 1820 a two- 
s t o r y  21 1 / 2  by 31  1 / 2  f o o t  e l l  was appended t o  t h e  northwest  corner  of t h e  
bui ld ing .  

B.2. Foundations. The foundat ions of t he  main u n i t  a r e  of rubble  -- 
s tone  masonry r i s i n g  s i x  inches  above grade on t h e  primary facade. Above 
t h e  stonework t o  a he ight  of t h r e e  f e e t  t h e  foundat ions r i s e  i n  common bond 
b r i c k  t o  a quarter-round molded b r i c k  wa te r t ab l e .  The foundat ions f o r  t h e  
house inc lude  a rubble  s t o n e  bear ing  w a l l  and round r e l i e v i n g  arches  sup- 
po r t ing  t h e  main chimney p i l e .  

B.3. Walls. The sou th  and e a s t  e l e v a t i o n s  a r e  l a i d  i n  p l a i n  Flemish 
bond i n t e r r u p t e d  by r a i s e d  four-course Flemish bond b e l t  courses  a t  each 
f l o o r  l e v e l .  Within t h e  b e l t  courses ,  t h e  top course  p r o j e c t s  and add i t i ona l  
inch  beyond t h e  f a c e  of t h e  lower courses .  The west gable  end i s  l a i d  i n  
common bond and is  now l a r g e l y  masked by t h e  two-and-a-half s t o r y  gable  end 
of 223 Eas t  Front  S t r e e t .  The bonding of t h e  r e a r  w a l l  is p re sen t ly  obscured 
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by a coa t  of cement s tucco.  

B.4. S t r u c t u r a l  System, Framing. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  roof ,  th@ onLy 
s t r u c t u r a l  framing c o n s i s t s  of sawn f l o o r  j o i s t s .  I n  t h e  c e l l a r  l ong i tud i -  
na l  g i r d e r s  b u t t  end t o  end i n  t h e  bea r ingVwal l  conta in ing  the  base of t h e  
chimney p i l e ,  w i th  t h e  j o i s t s  tenoned i n  t u r n  i n t o  t h e  l a t e r a l  f a c e  of each 
g i r d e r .  In  t h e  upper f l o o r s  t h e  j o i s t s  run t h e  oppos i te  d i r e c t i o n  and a r e  
c a r r i e d  a t  mid-point by e i t h e r  a masonry bear ing  w a l l  o r  t r ansve r se  g i r d e r .  

B.5. Porches,  Stoops, Balconies ,  Bulkheads. A s  o r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t  t h e  
Mendenhall House had no porches. In  t he  l a t t e r  h a l f  of t h e  n ine t een th  cen- 
t u r y  however, a corner  s t o r e  f r o n t  porch was carved out  of t he  o r i g i n a l  fab- 
r i c  of t h e  bui ld ing .  With t h e  masonry removed, t h e  load  bear ing  func t ion  of 
t h e  corner  was rep laced  by a s i n g l e  c a s t  i r o n  Doric column footed on reused 
King of P r u s s i a  marble s t e p s .  The a r c h i t r a v e  of t he  corner  door c o n s i s t s  of 
recessed  panel  r e v e l s  w i th  t h e  in t e rmed ia t e  r a i l s  d ressed  wi th  machine-turn- 
ed wooden bosses .  The t r i a n g u l a r  porch c e i l i n g  is  f i n i s h e d  i n  t he  same man- 
ne r  wi th  a c e n t r a l l y  placed and recessed  medal l ion from which a gas l i g h t  
f i x t u r e  formerly depended. The porch corn ice ,  c a r r i e d  by the  corner  column 
and a f l a t t e n e d  p i l a s t e r  a t  e i t h e r  junc ture  of t h e  a r c h i t r a v e  and w a l l ,  r i s e s  
from a p l a i n  f r i e z e  t o  a cyma molded corn ice .  On each f a c e  of t he  porch i s  
a p a i r  of machine-produced I t a l i a n a t e  bracke ts .  The whole of t h e  c o r n i c e  is  
covered by a f l a t  seam t i n  roof f l a s h e d  i n t o  t h e  e a r l i e r  b r i c k  wall ing.  

B. 6. Chimneys. The r i d g e  of t h e  main block is  broken by a s i n g l e  o f f -  
cen te r  chimney p i l e  terminated and capped approximately s i x  inches above the 
r idge .  The e n t i r e  s t a c k  r i s e s  from back-to-back r e l i e v i n g  arches  i n  t h e  cel-  
l a r  and cont inues  two open h e a r t h s  a t  each s t o r y  of t h e  bui ld ing .  A l a t e r  
b r i c k  s t o v e  f l u e  emerges from t h e  base of t h e  r e a r  roof f a c e ,  r i s e s  approx- 
imately f o u r  f e e t ,  and is  f i n i s h e d  wi th  an undecorated t e r r a  c o t t a  chimney 
pot .  

B.7. Ex te r io r  Openings. A s  b u i l t ,  t h e  Mendenhall House presented a 
three-bay, side-door facade t o  Front  S t r e e t .  The o r i g i n a l  ground f l o o r  e n t r y  
(removed by vandals  i n  1979) cons i s t ed  of r a i s e d  panel  r e v e a l s  and an ex- 
tended molded surround r i s i n g  t o  c r o s s e t t e d  co rne r s  and ca r ry ing  an open 
pediment i n f i l l e d  wi th  c u r v i l e n e a r ,  geometric,  and s t y l i z e d  f l o r a l  mot i f s .  
I n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of t h e  n ine t een th  century ,  a corner  en t rance  was c u t  i n t o  
t h e  sou theas t  f i r s t - f l o o r  co rne r ,  and i n  t h e  e a r l y  twen t i e th  century,  gar- 
age bays were c u t  i n t o  t h e  f u l l  l eng th  of t h e  e a s t  w a l l  of t h e  two-story e l l .  
On the  ground f l o o r ,  two shop f r o n t  windows were introduced i n t o  t h e  fenes-  
t r a t i o n  a t  t h e  same time t h e  corner  doorway w a s  worked i n t o  t h e  bui ld ing .  
Both of t hese  windows, each measuring approximately 8 f e e t  wide by 7 112 
f e e t  high,  were most r e c e n t l y  composed of a l a r g e  p l a t e  g l a s s  l i g h t  sur-  
mounted by t h r e e  sma l l e r  l i g h t s .  The whole of each window i s  enframed by an 
unadorned wooden a r c h i t r a v e  and f i n i s h e d  wi th  a box co rn ice  and cyma crown 
molding. A l l  o the r  windows i n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  d a t e  from t h e  o r i g i n a l  l a t e  
e igh teen th  century  bu i ld ing  per iod  and a r e  composed of mortice-and tenoned 
a r c h i t r a v e s  w i th  quirked quarter-round moldings and a cyma bed molding be- 
nea th  t h e  e x t e r i o r  l i p  of t h e  s i l l .  On t h e  ground f l o o r  wrought from 
p i n t l e s  f o r  e x t e r i o r  s h u t t e r s  were d r iven  i n t o  t h e  frames, whi le  t h e  upper 
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s t o r i e s  u t i l i z e d  b u t t  hinges f o r  t h e  same purpose. A l l  windows were sa sh ,  
w i th  s ix-over-s ix l i g h t  s a sh  being employed i n  a l l  t h e  upper l e v e l  openings. 
The l a t e r .  window openings i n  t h e  e l l  have been a l t e r e d  wi th  sawn and n a i l e d  
frames f i t t e d  wi th  e i t h e r  one-over-one o r  six-over-one sash .  

B.8. Roof. The gable  roof of t h e  main block is  c a r r i e d  on common 
r a f t e r s  set on rough two f o o t  c e n t e r s  and footed  i n t o  a r a i s e d  plank f a l s e  
p l a t e .  Each of t h e  r a f t e r s  is braced t o  t h e  opposing member through a b l i n d  
ha l f -dove ta i l  l a p  j o i n t .  The f l a t  roof of t h e  e l l  is supported by j o i s t s  
l a i d  ac ros s  t h e  top  of t h e  masonry wa l l s .  The main block i s  covered wi th  a 
r ed  s tanding  seam s h e e t  metal  r o o f ,  whi le  t h e  wing is  capped wi th  a badly 
decayed a s p h a l t  roof .  Both s e c t i o n s  a r e  furn ished  wi th  boxed-in co rn i ces ,  
While t h e  co rn i ce  of t h e  e l l  i s  contemporary and i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h e  shop f r o n t  
window t r i m ,  t h e  e a r l i e r  po r t ion  of t h e  Mendenhall House r e t a i n s  i t s  o r ig -  
i n a l  roof t r i m .  Along t h e  Front  S t r e e t  facade  t h e  box co rn ice  is  ornamented 
wi th  a broad cyma crown molding and a smal le r  cyma bed molding, each coming 
t o  a f u l l  r e t u r n  and s top .  A s e c t i o n  of unused molding found beneath t h e  
a t t i c  eaves shows t h a t  t h e  crown molding w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  pa in ted  a dark  green 
and t h e  box co rn ice  pa in ted  red .  Along t h e  eaves of t h e  Walnut S t r e e t  e l e -  
va t ion ,  t h e  roof l i n e  was v i s u a l l y  terminated wi th  a rak ing  cyma molded 
verge  board of t h e  same contours  a s  found on t h e  co rn i ce  l i n e s .  

C . 1 .  Floor  P lans .  A s  f i r s t  b u i l t ,  t h e  Mendenhall House was based on a 
two-room, h a l l - p a r l o r  p lan  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and a three-room v a r i a t i o n  of 
t h a t  p lan  i n  t h e  upper s t o r i e s .  I n  t h e  l a t e r  n ine t een th  century a v e s t i b u l e ,  
o r  i n t e r i o r  porch, was i n s e r t e d  behind t h e  o r i g i n a l  en t rance ,  and s h o r t l y  
a f t e r  t h a t ,  a narrow passage was introduced running t h e  f u l l  depth of t h e  
bui ld ing  t o  t h e  stair. A s  a r e s u l t  of t hese  changes, t h e  house became a 
s ide -ha l l ,  double-pi le  p lan  wi th  a ground f l o o r  s t o r e  f r o n t  and upper s t o r y  
l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s .  A two-story b r i c k  wing, e r ec t ed  i n  t h e  e a r l y  n ine t een th  
century ,  contained t h e  household s e r v i c e  func t ions  and s e r v a n t s '  q u a r t e r s  
i n  two rooms. I n  t h e  twen t i e th  century  these  rooms were converted i n t o  a 
concre te  f l oo red  automobile garage and r e p a i r  shop. The second f l o o r  f o l -  
lowed much t h e  same p a t t e r n  of development, wi th  t h e  except ion t h a t  a s  b u i l t  
t h e  upper s t o r y  f l o o r  p lans  contained an a d d i t i o n a l  forward room i n  t h e  
southwest corner  and t h e  use  of a s i d e  passage f o r  t h e  s t a i r  h a l l  w a s  o r ig-  
i n a l  t o  t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  A t  t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  however, whi le  t he  s t a i r  passage 
remained i n t a c t  i n  t h e  r e a r  ha l f  of t h e  block,  t h e  forward corner  room was 
dropped from t h e  p lan .  The h a l f  depth side-passage contained no t  only a 
landing from t h e  second f l o o r  b u t  a l s o  a beaded edge v e r t i c l e  board paneled 
box s t a i r  t o  t h e  a t t i c  o r  g a r r e t .  L a t e r  conversion of t hese  rooms t o  apa r t -  
ment usage subdivided t h e  o r i g i n a l  spaces and r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  a t t i c ' s  being 
p a r t i t i o n e d  i n t o  two a d d i t i o n a l  f i n i s h e d  rooms. 

C.2. Stairways.  Again, as b u i l t ,  t h e  Mendenhall House contained a 
broad open s t r i n g  s t a i r c a s e  i n  t h e  rear room, but  l a t e r  changes had the  con- 
sequence of removing t h e  f i r s t  per iod  f i n i s h .  A t  p r e sen t  t h e  s t a i r  rises 
from t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  passage i n  a s t r a i g h t  run t o  a r ec t angu la r  landing and 
then t o  t h e  second f l o o r ,  where a twen t i e th  century  s t i c k  b a l u s t e r  landing 
and c losed  s t r i n g  cont inue  t o  t h e  upper f l o o r s .  The s t a i r  t o  t he  a t t i c  i s  
a box winder t u rn ing  i n  a beaded edge v e r t i c l e  board s t a i r c a s e .  There i s  no 
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s t a i r  from t h e  ground f l o o r  of t h e  e l l  t o  t h e  upper s t o r y .  

C . 3 .  Flooring.  On the  ground f l o o r  t h e  o r i g i n a l  f l o o r i n g  has been cov- 
ered wi th  mid-twentieth century l inoleum t i l e  and concre te  s l a b .  The upper 
f l o o r s  a r e  f i n i s h e d  wi th  one f o o t  by one inch  t h i c k  oak boards similar t o  
t hose  used i n  t h e  ad j acen t  Mendenhall t enan t  p r o p e r t i e s .  

C.4. Wall and Ce i l i ng  F in ish .  A l l  o r i g i n a l  w a l l  s u r f a c e s  a r e  f i n i s h e d  
wi th  p l a s t e r ,  app l i ed  t o  r i ven  oak l a t h  n a i l e d  over lapped v e r t i c a l  board 
p a r t i t i o n  wa l l s  and c e i l i n g  j o i s t s  o r  app l i ed  d i r e c t l y  t o  i n t e r i o r  masonry 
su r f  aces .  

C.5. I n t e r i o r  Openings. A l l  i n t e r i o r  doorways and windows have been 
robbed. 

C.6 .  Decorat ing Fea tures  and Trim. Despi te  t h e  present  condi t ion  of 
t h e  Mendenhall House, s i g n i f i c a n t  amounts of i n t e r i o r  t r i m  remain wi th in  t h e  
s t r u c t u r e .  On t h e  ground f l o o r  a r a i s e d  c h a i r  r a i l  runs  t h e  depth of t h e  
p re sen t  s i d e  passage. Supported on recessed  paneled s t i l e s  s e t  i n t o  t h e  
p l a s t e r  w a l l  f i n i s h ,  t h e  c h a i r  r a i l  is composed of a beaded lower edge, a 
p l a i n  f a c e  and a quirked cove molding s t epp ing  up t o  ha l f  round l i p .  In  the  
f i r s t  f l o o r  rooms a r e  t he  remains of paneled overmantels incorpora t ing  f l u s h  
s e t  board surrounds of th ree-quar te r  i nch  t h i c k  p ine ,  deeply beaded edges,  
and, i n  t h e  r e a r  room, a r a i s e d  f i n e l y  molded a r c h i t r a v e  de f in ing  t h e  mouth 
of t h e  hea r th .  The upper s t o r i e s  of t h e  house have been l a r g e l y  s t r i p p e d  of 
t h e i r  i n t e r i o r  deco ra t ive  d e t a i l i n g ,  but  evidence remains f o r  f u l l y  paneled 
h e a r t h  w a l l s  complete w i th  r a i s e d  pane.1 chimney c l o s e t s ,  overmantels,  and 
boldly p r o f i l e d  mantels.  Sec t ions  of o r i g i n a l  yel low poplar c h a i r  ra i l  a r e  
descr ibed  by a shal low cyma r i s i n g  t o  a half-round molding. A l l  i n t e r i o r  
t r i m  was fas tened  i n  p l ace  wi th  clenched wrought n a i l s ,  d r iven  i n t o  n a i l i n g  
blocks embedded i n  masonry o r  i n t o  t h e  f a b r i c  of t h e  board p a r t i t i o n  wa l l s .  

C . 7 .  Hardware. -- No i n t e r i o r  hardware surv ives .  

D . 1 .  General Setting-and Or i en ta t ion .  S i tua t ed  on t h e  southeas t  cor- -- 
n e r  of East  Front  and Walnut S t e e e t s ,  t h e  Captain Thomas Mendenhall House 
f aces  t h e  Wilmington Rai lroad S t a t i o n ,  designed by Ph i l ade lph ia  a r c h i t e c t  
Frank Furness i n  1902 and completed i n  1905. Contiguous t o  t h e  west gable  
end a r e  two of Mendenhall 's pre-1804 r e n t a l  houses c u r r e n t l y  under t h r e a t  of 
demoli t ion.  The e a s t  gable  end f ac ing  Walnut S t r e e t  overlooks a Gulf s e r v i c e  
s t a t i o n  and a commuter parking l o t .  The l o t s  behind t h e  house t o  t h e  n o r t h  
a r e  vacant ;  t h e  bu i ld ings  ( inc luding  one s t r u c t u r e  poss ib ly  a s soc i a t ed  wi th  
Thomas Mendenhall) were demolished i n  October 1980. 

D . 2 .  H i s t o r i c  Landscape Design. The h i s t o r i c  landscape f a m i l i a r  t o  
Thomas Mendenhall would have included t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  s tanding  t o  t h e  im- 
mediate west ,  a two-story b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  which formerly s tood t o  t h e  n o r t h  
of t h e  house, and an  unobstructed view of wa te r f ron t  s torehouses and wharf- 
age along t h e  n o r t h  bank of t h e  C h r i s t i n a  River less than one block t o  t h e  
south. By 1905 t h a t  landscape had changed, wi th  t h e  ground f l o o r s  of t h e  
Front  S t r e e t  s t r u c t u r e s  a l t e r e d  t o  accomodate l a t e  V ic to r i an  shop f r o n t s  
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and comple t ion  of t h e  Wilmington R a i l r o a d  S t a t i o n .  

D . 3 .  O u t b u i l d i n g s .  The o n l y  s u r v i v i n g  o u t b u i l d i n g  d a t i n g  t o  t h e  e a r l y  
periocf of t h e  ~ e n d e n h a 1 l ' ~ o u s - e  i s  t h e  two u n i t  r e n t a l  p r o p e r t y  at  221 and 2 2 3  
E a s t  F r o n t  S t r e e t .  Some archaeoLogica1 e v i d e n c e  suggests ,  however, t h a t  t h e  
Mendenhall House was s e r v e d  by a b r i c k  l i n e d  and v a u l t e d  c i s t e r n ,  w e l l ,  p r i v y  
and s t o r e h o u s e s .  
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221 and 223 Front  S t r e e t  

P a r t  I. HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

A.L. Dates of Erec t ion .  221 and 223 East  Front  S t r e e t  were e r e c t e d  a s  
a s i n g l e  two-and-a-half s t o r y  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  by Captain Thomas Mendenhall, 
merchant, i n  t h e  l a s t  decade of t h e  e igh teen th  century.  I n  t h e  l a t t e r  h a l f  
of t h e  n ine t een th  century  t h e  proper ty  w a s  subdivided, and t h e  facades and 
p lans  of t he  two ha lves  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e  were p a r t i t i o n e d  and a l t e r e d  i n  d i f -  
f e r e n t  ways. 

A.2. Or ig ina l  Plans and Construct ion.  The o r i g i n a l  f i r s t  f l o o r  p l an  of 
t h e  221-223 Eas t  Front  S t r e e t  was a simple double-pi le  arrangement wi th  a 
l a r g e  d iagonal ly  s e t  chimney p i l e  running up along a nine-inch t h i c k  b r i c k  
bear ing  wal l .  Both t h e  f r o n t  and r e a r  rooms on e i t h e r  s i d e  of the  bu i ld ing  
were heated by corner  f i r e p l a c e s .  A p a r t i t i o n  w a l l ,  probably of v e r t i c a l l y  
lapped board cons t ruc t ion  covered wi th  n a i l e d  r iven  l a t h  and p l a s t e r ,  divided 
t h e  f r o n t  and r e a r  rooms and contained a doorway connect ing the  two spaces.  
A boxed s t a i r  s tood approximately t h r e e  f e e t  out  from t h e  gable  end terminus 
of each w a l l  and contained a c losed  run  of s t a i r s  l ead ing  t o  t h e  upper f l o o r s .  
The second f l o o r  arrangement was cha rac t e r i zed  by a three-room plan  depos i t -  
t i o n ,  wi th  a narrow s t a i r  l anding  opening i n t o  a f r o n t  chamber conta in ing  an 
o r i g i n a l  c l o s e t  and i n t o  a f u l l  l eng th  rear chamber. Both p r i n c i p a l  second 
f l o o r  rooms probably contained hea r th s  s i m i l a r  i n  placement t o  those loca ted  
on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  The a t t i c  l e v e l  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e  was b u i l t  a s  a com- 
modious s t o r a g e  space wi th  no phys i ca l  d i v i s i o n  between e i t h e r  h a l f .  The 
o v e r a l l  e l e v a t i o n  of t h e  bu i ld ing  cons i s t ed  of a two-and-a-half s t o r y  gable  
roofed e l e v a t i o n  wi th  a c e n t r a l  chimney p i l e  f lanked  on e i t h e r  s i d e  by a 
s i n g l e  shed dormer,a balanced six-bay facade  wi th  doors a t  e i t h e r  end of the  
facade,  and a four-course p r o j e c t i n g  b e l t  course v i s u a l l y  s epa ra t ing  the  f i r s t  
and second f l o o r s .  The o r i g i n a l  wood sh ingled  roof came down t o  a boxed cor- 
n i c e  l i n e  f i n i s h e d  wi th  a cyma r e c t a  bed molding te rmina t ing  approximately 
s i x  inches i n  a t  e i t h e r  end of t h e  co rn i ce  l i n e .  Windows were six-over-six 
s a sh  a t  t h e  second f l o o r  l e v e l  and contained i n  mortice-and-tenon, beaded 
edge a r c h i t r a v e s .  A 1 1  openings were spanned wi th  wood l i n t e l  load bear ing  
members without  masonry a rches  except  f o r  t h e  doorways, which were furn ished  
wi th  header segmental a rches  s ea t ed  i n  a two-course masonry skewback. 

The f a b r i c  of 221-223 Eas t  Front  S t r e e t  c o n s i s t s  of a b r i c k  Flemish bond 
facade and common bond r e a r  and west gable  end w a l l s  r i s i n g  from a rubble  
s tone  masonry foundat ion formerly d e f i n i n g  f u l l  c e l l a r s  and t h e  t r i a n g u l a r  
foo t ings  f o r  t h e  c e n t r a l  chimney p i l e .  The i n t e r n a l  framing f o r  t he  f l o o r s  
cons i s t ed  of a s i n g l e  t r ansve r se  summer beam, o r  g i r d e r ,  i n  e i t h e r  ha l f  of 
t h e  s t r u c t u r e  w i th  one end r e s t i n g  i n  t h e  gable  end foundat ions  and the  o ther  
i n  t h e  p ro j ec t ing  c o m e r  of t h e  chimney p i l e .  The j o i n t s  were tenoned i n t o  
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t h e  g i r d e r s  on one-foot three- inch c e n t e r s  wi th  t h e i r  f r o n t  and r e a r  w a l l  
ends s e t  i n t o  masonry sockets .  F loors  were of approximately one-foot wide 
by one-inch t h i c k  tongue-in-groove boarding. The a t t i c  framing c o n s i s t s  of 
a common r a f t e r  roof wi th  four-by-five-inch r a f t e r s  s e t  on one-foot, nine- 
i nch  c e n t e r s  wi th  h a l f  lapped r i d g e  j o i n t s  and c o l l a r  beams half-lapped and 
ha l f -doveta i led  i n t o  t h e  e a s t  f a c e  of each s e t  of blades.  Shingle l a t h  
spaced a t  s ix- inch i n t e r v a l s  provided t h e  s e a t i n g  f o r  a square b u t t  wood 
sh ing le  roo f .  The ind iv idua l  r a f t e r  b lades  were footed  onto a plank r a i s i n g  
p l a t e  notched i n t o  t h e  upper s u r f a c e s  of t h e  second f l o o r  c e i l i n g  j o i s t s .  
The c e n t r a l l y  placed shed dormer windows were loca t ed  between t h e  middle two 
s e t s  of r a f t e r s ,  which were s e t  t h r e e  f e e t  a p a r t .  Surviving d e t a i l s  suggest  
t h e  dormers sprang from cheeks n a i l e d  t o  t h e  i n s i d e  edges of each of t h e  
bear ing  r a f t e r s  and t h e  whole roofed over  wi th  s o l i d  s h i n g l e  l a t h .  One o the r  
noteworthy roof framing d e t a i l  is  t h e  use  of p a r t i a l  nes t ed  p u r l i n  sp iked  t o  
t h e  undersurface of t he  r a f t e r s  surrounding t h e  chimney p i l e  and footed a top  
the  f i r s t  c o l l a r  beam i n  from e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  s t a c k  f ace .  

The second f l o o r  door surrounds a r e  t h e  only  o r i g i n a l  t r i m  remaining i n  
223 East  Front  S t r e e t .  The frames, which te rmina te  i n  v e r t i c a l l y  lapped 
p a r t i t i o n  w a l l s  covered wi th  r i v e n  l a t h  n a i l e d  i n  p l ace  wi th  s c a u t l i n g  c u t  
i r o n  n a i l s  and covered wi th  p l a s t e r ,  a r e  made up of a beaded edge r i s i n g  t o  
a f i l l e t e d  quarter-round molding. The frames were pa in ted  r ed  and provided 
wi th  H o r  HL h inges  f o r  t h e  connect ing doors.  The baseboard r o s e  wi th  a 
qua r t e r  round bead t o  a f l a t t e n e d  cyma bedded i n  t h e  p l a s t e r  f i n i s h .  

A.3. A l t e r a t i o n s  and Addit ions.  I n  t h e  course of t h e  n ine t een th  cen- 
t u r y  one proper ty  was d iv ided  and heav i ly  a l t e r e d  t o  i ts  p re sen t  appearance. 
The a l t e r a t i o n s ,  which included a roof r a i s i n g ,  removal of wa l l s ,  construc-  
t i o n  of now ru inous  wings, and t h e  near  t o t a l  removal of i n t e r i o r  t r i m ,  w i l l  
be  d iscussed  i n  P a r t  I1 a s  p a r t  of t h e  c u r r e n t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t a t e  of t h e  
bui ld ing .  

B. H i s t o r i c a l  Content.  221 and 223 Eas t  Front  S t r e e t  were e r ec t ed  a s  
t enan t  houses between 1795 and 1805 by Captain Thomas Mendenhall. Mendenhall, 
a Quaker merchant, was a c t i v e  i n  t h e  West Ind ie s  t r a d e  a t  t he  c l o s e  of t h e  
e igh teen th  century  and i n  t h e  founding of t h e  National  Bank of Delaware i n  
1795. The 1804 and 1816 t a x  r o l l s  desc r ibe  Mendenhall 's p roper ty  holdings 
a s  inc luding  two a c r e s ,  a house, wharfage, and two s torehouses  and fou r  
houses on r e n t .  I n  1814 t h e  p r o p e r t i e s  now i d e n t i f i e d  as 221 and 223 Eas t  
Front  S t r e e t  were occupied by J o e l  Zane, a t eache r ,  and Benjamin Webb, a 
l abo re r .  Zane had been r e n t i n g  from Mendenhall s i n c e  a t  l e a s t  1800, when 
he l i v e d  i n  221 Eas t  Front  S t r e e t  w i th  h i s  wi fe  and family.  

I n  t h e  course  of t h e  n ine t een th  century  t h e  proper ty  was so ld  and t h e  
double family dwel l ing  subdivided. By the  second q u a r t e r  of t h e  century  
the  ground f l o o r  spaces  had been f u n c t i o n a l l y  and deco ra t ive ly  a l t e r e d  t o  
accommodate commercial. s t o r e  f r o n t s .  The common a t t i c  between the  two ad- 
d re s ses  was p a r t i t i o n e d  i n  t h e  same pe r iod ,  whi le  t h e  upper s t o r i e s  of t h e  
bu i ld ing  remained r e s i d e n t i a l .  
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P a r t  11. ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION--221 Eas t  Front S t r e e t .  

A . 1 .  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Character .  Although 221 Eas t  Front  S t r e e t  was b u i l t  
as p a r t  of a l a r g e r  double family row house, l a t e r  subdiv is ions  of t h e  prop- 
e r t y  l e d  t o  t h e  development of i t s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  c h a r a c t e r  a s  a  d i s t i n c t  
s t r u c t u r a l  e n t i t y .  A s  t h e  bu i ld ing  now s t ands ,  i t  is  t h e  product of l a t e  
n ine t een th  century  changes a f f e c t i n g  f e n e s t r a t i o n ,  e l e v a t i o n ,  p lans ,  and in-  
t e r i o r  t r i m .  Las t  occupied i n  1974, 221 Eas t  Front  S t r e e t  has  been i n  t h e  
process  of decay f o r  a  considerably longer  per iod  of t ime. 

A.2. Condition of Fabric .  La te  n ine t een th  century changes made i n  t h e  

roof l i n e  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e  f a c i l i t a t e d  weather damage and the  r o t t i n g  away 
of major s e c t i o n s  of i n t e r i o r  framing. A t  p r e sen t  t h e  bu i ld ing  i s  uns t ab le  
wi th  r o t t i n g  f l o o r s  and j o i s t s .  

B . 1 .  Over-all  Dimensions. The o v e r a l l  e x t e r i o r  dimensions desc r ibe  a  
u n i t  wi th  a p p r o x i m ~ l y  18  f e e t  of s t r e e t  f ron tage ,  a  33-foot e l e v a t i o n  and 
32-foot depth. The o r i g i n a l  ground f l o o r  rooms approximately 1 5  f e e t  deep 
and 17 f e e t  broad, were l a t e r  p a r t i t i o n e d  i n t o  a  double-pi le ,  s ide -ha l l  ar- 
rangement, wi th  t h e  f r o n t  room 1 3  f e e t  9  inches by 1 5  f e e t  5 inches and t h e  
r e a r  room 10 f e e t  6 inches by 14 f e e t  7 inches.  The s i d e  s t a i r  passage 
f l a r e s  from a 2 f o o t  8  inch  width,12 f e e t  8 inches i n t o  t h e  bu i ld ing  t o  a  5 
f o o t  5 inch  width. The f r o n t ,  r e a r ,  and west gable  end w a l l s  a r e  1 f o o t  3  
inches t h i c k ,  whi le  t h e  p a r t i t i o n  w a l l  shared wi th  221 Eas t  Front  S t r e e t  i s  
only 9 inches  t h i c k .  A r e a r  wing, now p a r t i a l l y  demolished, measures 11 f e e t  
by 20 f e e t  and housed t h e  s e r v i c e  func t ions  of t h e  u n i t  i n  t h e  l a t e  nine- 
t een th  and e a r l y  twen t i e th  c e n t u r i e s .  

B.2. Foundations. The foundat ions a r e  of rubble  s tone  masonry l a i d  i n  
l ime mortar .  P r i o r  t o  l a t e r  n ine t een th  century changes, t h e  foundat ion wa l l s  
descr ibed  a f u l l  c e l l a r  now back-f i l led  wi th  c b n s t r u i t i o n  rubble  from the  a l -  
t e r a t i o n s .  Of a d d i t i o n a l  no te  is t h e  rubble  s tone  t r i a n g u l a r  chimney p i l e  
base su rv iv ing  from t h e  f i r s t  bu i ld ing  period.  A t  grade l e v e l  t h e  s tone  foun- 
da t ions  a r e  capped wi th  t h e  base  courses  of f u l l  h e i g h t  b r i c k  wal l ing .  

B.3. Walls. A l l  e x t e r i o r  and load bear ing  w a l l s  f o r  both 221 and 223 
E. Front S t r e e t  a r e  of b r i c k  cons t ruc t ion .  From sidewalk l e v e l  t h e  s t r e e t  
facade r i s e s  3 f e e t  i n  common bond t o  a  q u a r t e r  round molded b r i c k  water 
t a b l e ,  where t h e  w a l l  t h i n s  down 4 inches i n  width and t h e  masonry s h i f t s  t o  
p l a i n  Flemish bond wi th  s t r u c k  j o i n t s .  A t  t h e  second f l o o r  l e v e l  a  four  
course Flemish bond b e l t  course j u t s  ou t  wi th  t h e  t h r e e  lower courses  capped 
by a  f o u r t h  o v e r s a i l i n g  course.  Above t h e  b e l t  course  t h e  Flemish bond pat-  
t e r n  cont inues  t o  t h e  co rn i ce  l i n e .  Gable end and r e a r  w a l l s  a r e  of mixed 
common bond and t h e  c e n t r a l  bear ing  wal l  of unknown bonding covered wi th  in- 
t e r i o r  f i n i s h i n g  p l a s t e r  over a base coa t  of sand mortar  wi th  animal h a i r  
binding.  

B.4. S t r u c t u r a l  System, Framing. S t r u c t u r a l  framing elements c o n s i s t  
only of 3  by 10 inch  f l o o r  j o i s t s  bedded i n  t h e  f a b r i c  of t h e  masonry w a l l s ,  
l a t e  n ine t een th  century  s t u d  p a r t i t i o n  w a l l s ,  and t h e  roof framing f o r  t h e  
l a t e  n ine t een th  century  mansard roof l i n e .  Or ig ina l  lumber elements a r e  a l l  
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of s t r a i g h t  m i l l  sawn oak. 

n. Along t h e  s t r e e t  facade  
a t  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  l e v e l  runs  a  f u l l  l eng th  shed roofed pent  shading the  
s t o r e  f r o n t .  The pent  i s  supported on factory-made L t a l i a n a t e  consoles and 
open work champfered edge bracke ts .  Between t h e  p r i n c i p a l  bracke ts  run 
smal le r  pure ly  deco ra t ive  I t a l i a n a t e  bracke ts .  

B.6. Chimneys. A chimney p i l e  shared wi th  223 E. Front S t r e e t  emerged 
from t h e  e a s t  gable  end of 221 E. Front  S t r e e t  bu t  was removed i n  t h e  course - 
of n ine t een th  century  a l t e r a t i o n s .  A sma l l e r  b r i c k  s tove  chimney occupies  
t h e  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  e a r l i e r  p i l e .  

B.7. E x t e r i o r  Openings. Both t h e  f i r s t  and second f l o o r  f e n e s t r a t i o n s  
of t h e  bu i ld ing  have been a l t e r e d  from t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  appearance. Flanked 
on t h e  west by a segmentally arched doorway opening i n t o  a  co r r ido r  lead ing  
t o  t h e  r e a r  and upper f l o o r s  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  The second f l o o r  openings 
have a l l  been narrowed 6 inches i n  width and r e f i n i s h e d  wi th  new-load bear- 
ing  segmental a rches  i n  t h e  l a t e  n ine t een th  century .  The unboarded sash  
windows a r e  f i l l e d  one-over-one l i g h t s .  

B . 8 .  Roof. 221 East  Front S t r e e t  i s  capped by a  f i s h  s c a l e  pa t t e rned  
s l a t e  sh ingled  mansard roof r i s i n g  t o  t h e  he igh t  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  r i d g e  l i n e .  
Like t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  pent ,  t h e  co rn i ce  is  v i s u a l l y  supported a t  t h e  corners  
by s c r o l l  work I t a l i a n a t e  consoles  and f i n i s h e d  wi th  smal le r  b racke t s  of 
s imi l a r  s i z e  a l t e r n a t i n g  wi th  r a i s e d  panels .  Two dormers wi th  p r o j e c t i n g  
open gables  and broad a r c h i t r a v e s  f i n i s h e d  wi th  turned wooden bosses  and 
r a i s e d  molded edge panels  break  t h e  inward s lope  of t h e  roo f .  Above t h e  
dormers a t  t h e  break  i n  t h e  roof l i n e  i s  a verge  board ornamented wi th  t h e  
same mot i f s  found around t h e  dormers and on t h e  corn ice .  

C . l .  F loor  Plan.  The f l o o r  p lan  of 221 East Front  S t r e e t  i s  a  v a r i a n t  
of side-passage double-pi le  arrangement w i th  a r e a r  s e r v i c e  e l l  and a  com- 
merc ia l  s t o r e - f r o n t .  On t h e  second s t o r y  t h e  p l an  is  r e t a i n e d ,  and t h e  do- 
mes t ic  spaces  of t h e  u n i t  extended t o  i nco rpora t e  t h e  f r o n t  room. Above the  
second f l o o r  l e v e l  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  is  i n a c c e s s i b l e  due t o  water  damage. 

C.2 Stairways.  A l a t e  V i c t o r i a n  period s ta i rway is  loca t ed  i n  t h e  
r e a r  s e c t i o n  of t h e  s i d e  passage. The open s t r i n g  s t a i r  r i s e s  i n  a s t r a i g h t  
run of 14 t r e a d s  t o  a  second-story landing.  On each t r e a d  a r e  factory-pro- 
duced Eas t l ake  s t y l e  b a l u s t e r s  which cont inue  around t h e  s t a i r  we l l  a t  t h e  
second f l o o r  l e v e l .  

C.3. Flooring.  F loor ing ,  d a t i n g  t o  t h e  per iod  of n ine t een th  century 
remodeling, is  l a r g e l y  r o t t e d  o r  covered wi th  bu i ld ing  deb r i s .  

C.4. Wall and Ce i l i ng  F in i sh .  A l l  w a l l s  and c e i l i n g s  a r e  f i n i s h e d  
wi th  p l a s t e r  appl ied  e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  t o  masonry s u r f a c e s  o r  t o  sawn wood 
l a t h  n a i l e d  t o  s tudding.  
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C.5. Decorat ive Fea tures  and Trim. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  s ta i rway,  t h e  
only su rv iv ing  i n t e r i o r  t r i m  i n  221 Eas t  Front S t r e e t  i s  a  round arched 

- 

door surround and transom framing t h e  en t rance  t o  t h e  s ta i rway.  The f ac to ry  
planed a r c h i t r a v e  is  a composite of r a i s e d  angular  and curved su r f aces .  A l l  
o the r  a c c e s s i b l e  i n t e r i o r  su r f aces  have been s t r i p p e d  of t r i m .  

D. S i t e .  2 2 1  East  Front S t r e e t  i s  f lanked on e i t h e r  s i d e  by row 
houses w i t h  l a t e  n ine t een th  century s t o r e  f r o n t s  and f a c e s  t h e  Wilmington 
r a i l r o a d  s t a t i o n ,  designed by Frank Furness i n  1901 and l i s t e d  i n  t h e  Na-  
t i o n a l  Reg i s t e r  of H i s t o r i c  P laces .  P r i o r  t o  t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of t h e  t r a i n  
s t a t i o n  t h e  houses faced t h e  commercial a r e a  and wharfage of t h e  C h r i s t i n a  
River.  There a r e  no surv iv ing  r e l a t e d  outbui ld ings .  

P a r t  111. ARCHICTECTURAL INFORMATION--223 - East  Front  St. 

A.1 .  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Character .  223 East  Front S t r e e t  was e rec ted  a s  
ha l f  of a  double fami ly  row house i n  t h e  per iod  around 1800, and l i k e  i t s  
coun te rpa r t ,  221 Eas t  Front S t r e e t ,  was l i t e r  subdivided and a l t e r e d  f o r  
va r ious  commercial and domestic uses .  Although t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  i n t e r i o r s  
were l a r g e l y  gu t t ed  by 1900, t he  second f l o o r  r e t a i n s  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  amount 
of i ts  o r i g i n a l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  cha rac t e r .  While t h e  u n i t  has no t  been oc- 
cupied s i n c e  a t  l e a s t  1963, i t  remains i n  v i s i b l y  b e t t e r  s t r u c t u r a l  condi- 
t i o n  than i t s  more heavi ly  a l t e r e d  neighbor.  Most s t r u c t u r a l  damage is 
confined t o  t he  forward s lope  of t h e  roo f ,  where, i t  was c u t  and a l t e r e d  
during t h e  changes made t o  221, and t o  t h e  r e a r  no r theas t  corner  of t h e  
r e a r  load  bear ing  w a l l ,  which has  p a r t i a l l y  co l lapsed .  The ma jo r i t y  of t he  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  evidence used t o  r econs t ruc t  t h e  e l e v a t i o n s  and i n t e r i o r  
spaces of 221 and 223 East  Front S t r e e t  a s  they were b u i l t  was drawn from 
223. 

B . 1 .  Overa l l  Dimensions. The o v e r a l l  e x t e r i o r  dimensions of 223 East  
~ r o n t S t r e e t  desc r ibe  a  u n i t  wi th  18 f e e t  of s t r e e t  f ron tage ,  a  33-foot 
t o t a l  e l e v a t i o n  and a 32-foot depth. The o r i g i n a l  genera l  f l o o r  p lan  and 
dimensions mirrored those  of 221, bu t  where 221 was p a r t i t i o n e d  i n t o  even 
smal le r  spaces i n  t h e  l a t e  n ine t een th  century ,  223 w a s  opened up i n t o  a s in -  
g l e  commercial space. A demolished r e a r  wing 1 3  f e e t  wide by 15 f e e t  long 
s tood a g a i n s t  t h e  r e a r  no r theas t  corner .  

B.2. Foundations. The foundat ions a r e  of t h e  same m a t e r i a l s  and con- 
t o u r s  a s  t h e  ad jacent  property.  Like 2 2 1 ,  t h e  c e l l a r  of 223 has  been back- 
f i l l e d  wi th  cons t ruc t ion  rubble.  

B .3 .  Walls. Above grade t h e  b r i c k  facade  of t h e  u n i t  r i s e s  approx- 
imately 3 f e e t  i n  random common bond t o  a  wa te r t ab l e  capped wi th  a  qua r t e r  
round molded b r i c k  course.  The remainder of t h e  wal l  i s  l a i d  i n  p l a i n  
Flemish bond wi th  s t r u c k  mortar  j o i n t s  and a  b e l t  course i d e n t i c a l  t o  2 2 1 .  
The undisturbed second f l o o r  openings a r e  evened wi th  queen c l o s e r s  and cap- 
ped wi th  continued use  of Flemish bond masonry r a t h e r  than any v i s i b l e  
masonry a rch  suppor t .  The r e a r  w a l l  i s  of b r i c k  cons t ruc t ion  masked by 
l a t e r  a p p l i c a t i o n s  of mortar ,  while  t h e  gable  end is  a common w a l l  wi th  t h e  
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e a r l i e r  corner  s t r u c t u r e  a t  225 East  Front  S t r e e t .  The c e n t r a l  bearing wa l l ,  
of a  9-inch depth,  i s  of unknown bonding and covered wi th  an o r i g i n a l  p l a s t e r  
coa t .  

B.4. S t r u c t u r a l  System, Framing. S t r u c t u r a l  framing elements c o n s i s t  
of 3 - by 10  - inch  f l o o r  joists on 1 f o o t  6 inch  c e n t e r s  and bedded i n  t h e  
masonry of t h e  wa l l s .  The j o i s t s  w i th  t h e i r  c l o s e  c e n t e r s  a c t  a s  l a t e r a l  
t i e s  f o r  both ha lves  of t h e  double u n i t  s t r u c t u r e ,  providing s t r u c t u r a l  s t a -  
b i l i t y  i n  l i e u  of f r e e  s tanding  gable  end wal l s .  The roof framing f o r  223 
is  f u l l y  descr ibed i n  s e c t i o n  I.A.2. A s  i n  t he  case  of 221 Eas t  Front S t r e e t ,  
a l l  o r i g i n a l  lumber m a t e r i a l s  a r e  of s t r a i g h t  sawn oak. 

B.5. Porches,  Stoops, Balconies,  Bulkheads. Above the  shop f r o n t  win- 
dow runs a  pent - l ike  shed c o n s i s t i n g  of a  f l a t  roofed co rn i ce  supported on 
p l a i n  c l o s e l y  spaced bracke ts .  

B.6. Chimney. The o r i g i n a l  chimney p i l e  shared wi th  2 2 1  East  Front  
S t r e e t  was completely removed i n  t h e  l a t e  n ine t een th  century and replaced 
wi th  a  1 f o o t  two inch  by 1 f o o t  8 inch  b r i c k  s tove  f l u e  placed aga ins t  t h e  
oppos i te  gable  wal l .  

B.7. Ex te r io r  Openings. While t h e  second f l o o r  r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  
appearance, t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  d i s p l a y s  changes made i n  convert ing the  i n i t i a l  - 
three-bay row house facade i n t o -  a  l a t e  ~ i c t o r i a n  s t o r e  f r o n t .  The p re sen t  
ground f l o o r  e l e v a t i o n  c o n s i s t s  of a  s i n g l e  d i s p l a y  window wi th  a  three-  
l i g h t  transom and side-door en t rance  reversed  from i t s  o r i g i n a l  placement a t  
t h e  oppos i t e  end of t h e  facade. The p re sen t  door ,  capped by a  segmental 
a r ch  opening, fol lows t h e  seam of an e a r l i e r  window and contained a  p l a i n  
transom window. The second f l o o r  windows a r e  enframed i n  mortice-and-tenon 
a r c h i t r a v e s  and cons i s t ed  of six-over-six l i g h t  sash .  There i s  no v i s i b l e  
evidence f o r  e x t e r i o r  s h u t t e r s .  

B.8. Roof. The gable  roof framing is  f u l l y  descr ibed  i n  s e c t i o n  I.A.5. 
The p re sen t  roof covering i s  composed of wood s h i n g l e  covered wi th  shee t  t i n .  
On each s i d e  of t h e  roof a  s i n g l e  gable  roof dormer of a  l a t e r  d a t e  occupies 
t h e  s i t e  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  shed dormers. The dormers a r e  f i n i s h e d  wi th  r a i s ed  
and f i l l e t e d  q u a r t e r  round t r i m  and crown molding n a i l e d  under the  verge of 
t h e  dormer's gables .  

C . 1 .  F loor  Plan.  The p re sen t  f l o o r  p lan  of 223 East  Front S t r e e t  i s  
a  l a r g e  open space conta in ing  only a  s tove  f l u e ,  d i sp l ay  window, and load 
Bearino g i r d e r  midway through t h e  bu i ld ing .  The second f l o o r ,  a c c e s s i b l e  
only by a  f i r e  escape loca t ed  behind t h e  s t r u c t u r e ,  was o r i g i n a l l y  d iv ided  
i n t o  a  three-room plan  conta in ing  a  narrow s t a i r  l anding ,  a  smal l  s t r e e t  
f r o n t  chamber, and a l a r g e r  r e a r  chamber. I n  t h e  e a r l y  twen t i e th  century a 
bathroom was p a r t i t i o n e d  o f f  t he  no r theas t  corner  of t h e  r e a r  chamber and the  
s t a i r  removed t o  i t s  present  l o c a t i o n  over t he  s i t e  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  chimney 
p i l e .  The a t t i c ,  o r i g i n a l l y  open wi th  whitewashed t imbers ,  was longi tudi -  
n a l l y  p a r t i t i o n e d  i n t o  two rooms i n  t h e  same period.  
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C.2. Stairways. An enclosed s t a i r  conta in ing  a s t r a i g h t  run l e a d s  
from t h e  second f l o o r  t o  t he  a t t i c .  

C.3. Flooring.  The ground f l o o r  f l o o r i n g  is  of narrow width boards 
wi th  tongue-and-groove j o i n t s  and is  a l a t e  replacement of the  o r i g i n a l  
f l o o r i n g .  F i r s t  per iod f l o o r i n g ,  found on t h e  second f l o o r  and i n  t he  a t t i c ,  
i s  of random width oak wi th  half- lapped rabbeted j o i n t s .  

C.4. Wall and Cei l ing  F in ish .  A l l  w a l l s  and c e i l i n g s  were p l a s t e r e d  
e i t h e r  over b r i c k  o r  wood l a t h .  On t h e  ground f l o o r  p ine  beaded edge s tock  
molding was n a i l e d  t o  r a i l s  t o  c r e a t e  a  f i e l d  of l a t e  n ine t een th  century  
wainscot aga ins t  t h e  common w a l l  shared wi th  221 East  Front  S t r e e t .  On t h e  
second f l o o r  t h r e e  o r i g i n a l  doorways p re sen t  a r c h i t r a v e s  composed of a bead- 
ed edge l ead ing  i n t o  a  quarter-round molding. Baseboard r i s e s  from a quar- 
t e r  round molding over a  f l a t  s u r f a c e  t o  a shal low cyma te rmina t ing  i n  t h e  
wal l .  

D .  S i t e .  223 Eas t  Front S t r e e t  i s  f lanked on e i t h e r  s i d e  by l a t e  
e igh teen th  century  res idences  a l t e r e d  i n t o  Vic to r i an  s t o r e  f r o n t s  fac ing  the  
Wilmington Rai l road  S ta t ion .  Together w i t h  221 and 225 ,  223 is  an i n t e g r a l  
p a r t  of a  row of bu i ld ings  e r ec t ed  by Quaker merchant Thomas Mendenhall 
p r i o r  t o  1800. While t h e r e  a r e  no r e l a t e d  above ground s t r u c t u r e s ,  archae- 
o l o g i c a l  d i s tu rbances  i n d i c a t e  the  e a r l i e r  presence of support s t r u c t u r e s  
f o r  t he  household. 
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P a r t  I. HISTORICAL INFOWTION 

A. Phys ica l  His tory .  217 and 219 East  Front S t r e e t  were e r ec t ed  i n  
t h e  l a s t  q u a r t e r  of t h e  n ine t een th  century a s  a  double s t o r e f r o n t  and r e s i -  
dence.   he o r i g i n a l  f a b r i c  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e  was of b r i c k  cons t ruc t ion  wi th  
a  pressed b r i c k  facade  and rough c a s t  b r i c k  gable  and r e a r  wal l s .  S l i p  
glazed b r i c k  and molded b r i c k s  were a d d i t i o n a l l y  employed t o  c r e a t e  dec- 
o r a t i v e  a rches  and t o  accent  p o i n t s  of v i s u a l  s epa ra t ion  i n  t h e  o v e r a l l  
s t r e e t  e l eva t ion .  Like o ther  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  217 and 219 Eas t  
Front S t r e e t  were subdivided and t r e a t e d  a s  s e p a r a t e  s t r u c t u r e s .  The end 
r e s u l t  was the  a l t e r a t i o n  and enlargement of 217 i n t o  a  t a p  room, dance h a l l ,  
and boarding house and the  i n t e r i o r  c o l l a p s e  of 219 due t o  water damage. 

B. H i s t o r i c a l  Context.  217 and 219 East  Front  S t r e e t  were b u i l t  
a s  near  contemporaries t o  t h e  Wilmington Rai lroad S t a t i o n  i n  t h e  l a t e  nine-  
t een th  century.  The three-s tory  f a l s e  f r o n t  s t r u c t u r e  f i l l e d  i n  t h e  100 
block of Eas t  Front  S t r e e t  and d a t e s  a  per iod  of mason change from t h e  a r e a ' s  
e a r l i e r  n ine t een th  century  appearance. It i s  a l s o  l i k e l y  t h a t  t he  s t r u c t u r e  
replaced e a r l i e r  bu i ld ings  loca t ed  on t h e  s i t e .  These e a r l i e r  s t r u c t u r e s  may 
nothave dated t o  t h e  bu i ld ing  per iod  of 221, 223, and 225 East  Front  S t r e e t ,  
bu t  probably predated t h e  1860s. Because 217 and 219 were subdivided only 
a f t e r  they were b u i l t  and because they have s u f f e r e d  a  minimum of e x t e r i o r  
change, they w i l l  be d iscussed  a s  a  s i n g l e  u n i t .  

P a r t  I1 ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION. 

A . 1 .  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Character .  The a r c h i t e c t u r a l  charac te r  of 217- 
219 Eas t  Front  S t r e e t  may b e  descr ibed  i n  terms of a  l a t e  n ine t een th  cen- 
t u r y  commercial ec l ec t i c i sm.  While t h e  e x t e r i o r  makes use of a  number of 
cosmetic devices ,  inc luding  glazed brickwork, o r i e l  windows, turned wooden 
bosses  and a  heavy f a l s e  f r o n t  co rn i ce ,  i t  f a i l s  t o  a s s o c i a t e  wi th  any p a r t -  
i c u l a r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t y l e  o r  a e s t h e t i c  ideology. 

A.2. Condition of Fabr ic .  While 217 remains i n  use  a s  a  t a p  room 
and boarding house, 219 has f a l l e n  i n t o  an advanced s t a t e  of decay i n  which 
t h e  i n t e r i o r  has  l a r g e l y  co l lapsed  i n  on i t s e l f .  217 has su f f e red  s t ruc -  
t u r a l  damage from the  roughshod demoliton of ad jacent  p r o p e r t i e s ,  however, 
i t s  s t r u c t u r a l  cond i t i on  is  c u r r e n t l y  problemat ica l .  

B.1 .  Ove ra l l  Dimensions. The t o t a l  o v e r a l l  e x t e r i o r  f r o n t  of t h e  
bu i ld ing  measures approximately 38 f e e t  i n  l eng th ,  whi le  t h e  depth of t h e  
s t r u c t u r e  runs 32 f e e t ,  wi th  a  15 by 29 f o o t  two-story r e a r  e l l  a t tached  t o  
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both ha lves  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  217 possesses  an a d d i t i o n a l  wing placed a t  a  
r i g h t  ang le  t o  t h e  e l l  and measuring approximately 20 by 16  f e e t .  The two 
u n i t s  a r e  separa ted  a t  s t r e e t  l e v e l  by a two and a  h a l f  f o o t  wide b r i c k  round 
arched passage, running the  f u l l  depth of t h e  main block and opening i n t o  a  
narrow concre te  f l oo red  courtyard.  

B.2. Foundations. The foundat ions a r e  of rubble  s tone  masonry con- 
s t r u c t i o n  and o r i g i n a l l y  def ined  f u l l  c e l l a r s .  

B.3. Walls. The( e x t e r i o r  w a l l s  of t h e  two u n i t s  were l a i d  i n  mechan- 
i c a l  o r  s t r e t c h e r  bond wi th  water pressed  b r i c k  bedded i n  a  l ime f i n i s h i n g  
mortar.  The masonry is  deco ra t ive ly  enhanced wi th  s l i p  glazed s t r e t c h e r s  
pa t te rned  i n t o  round arches  above t h e  second f l o o r  windows and the  use  of f i f -  
t een  course corbeled b r i c k  consoles  capped wi th  s t r e t c h e r  framed r a i sed  r e l i e f  
f l o r a l  pa t t e rned  b r i c k s .  

B.4. S t r u c t u r a l  System, Framing. -- S t r u c t u r a l  framing c o n s i s t s  of 
j o i s t s  bedded i n t o  t h e  gable  and load  bear ing  p a r t i t i o n  wa l l s .  Roof framing 
was inacces s ib l e .  

B.5. Porches,  Stoops, Balconies ,  Bulkheads. Although t h e r e  a r e  nu 
porches o r  bulkheads, t h e  second f l o o r  is  i n t e r r u p t e d  by two timber framed 
o r i e l  windows, one c e n t r a l l y  placed i n  each of t he  two u n i t s .  The windows 
were each v i s u a l l y  supported on a  p a i r  of corbeled b r i c k  consoles  p r o j e c t i n g  
approximately one f o o t  beyond t h e  p lane  of t h e  facade.  Each window was equip- 
ped wi th  a  p a i r  of eleven-over-one l i g h t  s a sh  wi th  t h e  upper l i g h t s  composed 
of a  c l e a r  c e n t r a l  pane and surrounding glazed l i g h t s .  The whole was capped 
wi th  a  hipped roof c a r r i e d  on a  cove co rn i ce ,  and a  f l a t  p l a i n  f r i e z e  a top  an 
unadorned a r c h i t r a v e .  

B.6. Chimneys. A t r i p l e  s tove  f l u e  chimney arrangement, inc luding  an 
e x t e r i o r  s t a c k  and two f l ank ing  i n t e r i o r  s t a c k s ,  emerge from t h e  west gable  
end. The caps of each s t a c k  a r e  simply corbeled out  from t h e  body of t he  
p i l e .  A s i m i l a r  e x t e r i o r  end p i l e  runs  up t h e  gable  end of t h e  e a s t  wa l l  but 
l a c k s  a  f i n i s h i n g  course.  

B.7. Ex te r io r  Openings. The f e n e s t r a t i o n  a t  s t r e e t  l e v e l  remains un- 
changedTor 219, a l though i t % a s  been broken up and a l t e r e d  f o r  217. A s  
b u i l i ,  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  shop f r o n t  was d iv ided  i n t o  a seven-bay, t r i p a r t i t e  
balanced facade.  The c e n t r a l  element was t h e  opening t o  t h e  a l l e y  way be-  
tween t h e  uni t s /above  t h e  a c t u a l  e n t r y  way a f a n l i g h t  wi th  a  wood g r i l l  i n  f i l l  
provided a  c e n t r a l  v i s u a l  element. To e i t h e r  s i d e ,  a  doorway wi th  a t a l l  
s i n g l e - l i g h t  transom opened i n t o  a  commercial space i l luminated  by a  f u l l  
he igh t  s t o r e  f r o n t  window wi th  f ixed  transom l i g h t s  echoing t h e  doorway. 
The d i s p l a y  windows were f u r t h e r  s e t  o f f  by t h e  spr inging  f o r  t h e  consoles  
v i s u a l l y  ca r ry ing  t h e  o r i e l  windows a t  t h e  second f l o o r  l e v e l .  To t h e  f a r  
gable  ends, a  s i n g l e  door opening i n t o  an  enclosed s t a i r  provided s t r e e t  
l e v e l  access  t o  t h e  upper r e s i d e n t i a l  f l o o r s  of t h e  bui ld ing .  The upper 
l e v e l  windows c o n s i s t  of t h e  o r i e l  windows previous ly  descr ibed and one-over- 
one l i g h t  sash  windows capped wi th  unadorned beam l i n t e l s .  The balance 
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achieved on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  is l o s t  i n  t h e  upper s t o r i e s ,  due t o  the  p a r t i -  
t i o n  of t h e  space incorporated i n  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  a l l e y .  

B.8. Roof. The roof over t h e  main block i s  a  shal low gabled roof 
wi th  f l u s h  eaves and a  r a i s e d  f a l s e  f r o n t  co rn i ce  on the  s t r e e t  facade.  The 
co rn i ce  i s  v i s u a l l y  c a r r i e d  on conbeled b r i c k  consoles  wi th  t r i m  i d e n t i c a l  
t o  t h a t  found a t  s t r e e t  l e v e l .  Between t h e  consoles ,  spr inging  from s e v e r a l  
courses  below t h e  tops  of t he  t h i r d  f l o o r  windows, curves a  cove f a s c i a  a top  
which s i t s  a f r i e z e  i n f i l l e d  wi th  wood square  r a i s e d  panels  and capped wi th  
a  p l a i n  f a s c i a  and beveled co rn i ce  molding. 

A s i m i l a r  b e l t  f r i e z e  appears  a t  t h e  junc ture  of t he  f i r s t  and second 
f l o o r s .  Here t h e  f r i e z e ,  f i l l e d  wi th  turned wood bosses ,  r i s e s  t o  a  beveled 
corn ice  covered wi th  a  shallow shed roof i n t e r r u p t e d  by t h e  rhythm of t he  
covbeled b r i c k  consoles .  

C.  Descr ip t ion  of I n t e r i o r .  Although t h e  e x t e r i o r  of 217 and 219 
East  Front  S t r e e t  a r e  of t h e  same s t y l e  and m a t e r i a l ,  t h e  i n t e r i o r s ,  due t o  
d i f f e r e n t  ownership, have changed t o  vary ing  degrees and i n  an ind iv idua l  
manner. To avoid confusion t h e  i n t e r i o r s  w i l l  be  d iscussed  one address  a t  a  
t ime, beginning wi th  217 and c los ing  w i t h  219 East  Front  S t r e e t .  Only t h e  
ground f l o o r s  of t h e s e  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  descr ibed:  t h e  upper f l o o r s  of 219 a r e  
i n a c c e s s i b l e  due t o  advanced s t r u c t u r a l  decay, and those  of 217 a r e  inacces-  
s i b l e  because of c u r r e n t  use  a s  i n d i v i d u a l l y  ren ted  apartments.  

217 Eas t  Front S t r e e t  

C . 1 .  Floor Plan.  217 East Front S t r e e t  (Helen's Cafe) now c o n s i s t s  of 
a  s i n g l e  open space t o  accommodate t he  b u i l d i n g ' s  func t ion  a s  a  t ap  room 
(formerly a s  a  dance h a l l ) .  The space w a s  f u r t h e r  enlarged though t h e  addi- 
t i o n  of a two-story b r i c k  wing t o  t h e  west .  I n  t h e  immediate f r o n t  of t h e  
room s t ands  an approximately 2 1  f o o t  square  c l ipped  corner and hollow g l a s s  
block ba r  da t ing  from t h e  mid-twentieth century.  Along t h e  wa l l s  a r e  s e t s  of 
yellow v i n y l  uphols te red  booths and below t h i s  a  r a i s e d  dance f l o o r .  A t  t he  
f a r  end of t h e  room i s  a  second ba r  i nco rpora t ing  a  board counter  top and 
hollow core  wood Doric columns. A t  t h e  e a s t  end of t h e  ba r  a  door l eads  i n t o  
a  k i tchen .  Access t o  t h e  upper s t o r i e s  of t he  bu i ld ing  is  gained through a  
s epa ra t e  e x t e r i o r  e n t r y  opening i n t o  a  c losed  run of s t a i r s .  

C.2. Flooring.  -- The f l o o r i n g  of t h e  u n i t  i s  composed of a l t e r n a t i n g  
light-and-dark linoleum t i l e  except  i n  t h e  a r ea  def ined  by the  ba r  i s l a n d ,  
which is f i n i s h e d  wi th  a l t e r n a t i n g  green and whi te  l inoleum t i l e .  

C.3. Wall and Ce i l i ng  F in i sh .  - The wa l l s  and c e i l i n g s  a r e  f i n i s h e d  
wi th  p l a s t e r  app l i ed  t o  sawn wood lath fixed i n  place with wire n a i l s .  Of 
p a r t i c u l a r  n o t e  a r e  t h e  two murals pa in ted  i n  t h e  f r o n t  p a r t  of t h e  ba r  by 
Raymond Eanton i n  1950. Coated wi th  s h e l l a c ,  t h e  mural on t h e  west wa l l  con- 
sists of a  t r i p t y c h  comprised of a  c e n t r a l  element of t h e  American Revolution 
wi th  George Washington f lanked on e i t h e r  s i d e  by European landscapes.  The 
whole of t h e  composition is  syme t r i ca l ly  divided by f l u t e d  and sec t ioned  
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Doric s t y l e  columns. On the  opposing west w a l l  t h e  stair t o  t h e  upper 
s t o r i e s  breaks t h e  mural i n t o  two s e c t i o n s :  one of a  harbor scene wi th  s a i l -  
boa ts  and an  i r o n  r a i l e d  promenade, t h e  o t h e r  i l l u s t r a t i n g  a  r i v e r  scene 
wi th  a  young couple i n  ante-bellum d r e s s ,  s i t t i n g  on t h e  bank gazing a t  an  
o t t e r  i n  t h e  water.  On t h e  oppos i te  shore  s t ands  a country house i n  a  land- 
scape of evergreens.  (A pa in ted  a s h l a r  w a l l  provided a  v i s u a l  foundat ion fo r  
t h e  scenes . )  According t o  t h e  p re sen t  owner, Mrs. K i t t y  Layton, the  scenes 
were chosen by her  mother from books suppl ied  by Eanton. The e n t i r e  pa in t ing  
p r o j e c t  took t h r e e  t o  fou r  months during which time Mr. Eanton commuted t o  
Wilmington from Chester ,  Pennsylvania,  and worked on t h e  murals from 9:00 
a.m. u n t i l  3:00 t o  4:00 p.m. The completed p r o j e c t  covered t h e  e n t i r e  f r o n t  
room but  was p a r t i a l l y  covered i n  1968 wi th  a  coa t  of p a i n t .  

(2.4. I n t e r i o r  Openings. The g l a s s  block windows were i n s t a l l e d  i n  
masonry jambs between 1945 and 1949. The only i n t e r i o r  window was an opening 
f o r  pass ing  food through t o  t h e  r e a r  bar  from t h e  k i tchen .  

C . 5 .  Decorat ive Fea tures  and Trim. The i n t e r i o r  t r i m  inc ludes  t h e  
f r o n t  ba r  prev ious ly  descr ibed ,  a  band s t and ,  and a  r e a r  bar .  The band s tand  
was r a i s e d -  i n  t h e  same per iod  t h e  f r o n t  bar  and windows were i n s t a l l e d .  Three 
t r e a d s  l e a d  up t o  a  l inoleum t i l e d  dance f l o o r  a t  t h e  f a r  end of which is a 
band s tand  r a i s e d  on two courses  of hollow g l a s s  blocks.  The bar  a t  t he  
r e a r  of t h e  room con ta ins  a  Doric t r i - s t y l e  counter  s e c t i o n  wi th  l e a t h e r e t t e  
panels .  The c e n t r a l  pane l  has t h e  word  elmon on" s p e l l e d  out  i n  b r a s s  fur -  
n i t u r e  t acks .  According t o  t h e  owner, Belmon r e f e r s  t o  a  New York r a c e  
t r a c k ,  bu t  i t s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  i t s  p re sen t  context  has been l o s t .  Behind 
t h e  counter  i s  t h e  d i s p l a y  a r e a  conta in ing  two Cor in th ian  columns framing a  
t r i p t y c h  of win ter  woodland and p a s t o r a l  scenes pa in ted  on plywood. The 
scenes,  conta in ing  dee r ,  some t r e e s ,  and f o r e s t  co t t ages ,  appear t o  be mass 
produced r a t h e r  than  hand pa in ted .  The co rn i ce  of t he  ba r  i s  f i n i s h e d  w i t h  
s tock  egg-and-dart molding, whi le  t h e  a r e a  below con ta ins  p l a i n  s e r v i c e  
drawers and a  s tepped four - t read  d i s p l a y  a rea .  

219 Eas t  Front S t r e e t  

C . 1 .  Floor  P lans .  219 East  Front  S t r e e t  de f ines  a  p lan  made up of 
an open f u l l  depth s t o r e  f r o n t  wi th  a  s e p a r a t e  en t r ance  providing access  t o  
t h e  upper s t o r i e s  of t he  bu i ld ing .  Behind t h e  f r o n t  room a r e  a  s e r i e s  of 
two smaller  s e r v i c e  rooms. Between t h e s e  two rooms is  an enclosed s t a i r w e l l  
wi th  f l i g h t s  l ead ing  both t o  t h e  second f l o o r  rooms and t o  a  f u l l  c e l l a r .  

C.2. Flooring.  The f l o o r i n g  f o r  219 Eas t  Front  S t r e e t  i s  of tongue- 
and-groove cons t ruc t ion ,  supported on c i r c u l a r  sawn p ine  j o i s t s .  

C.3. Wall and Ce i l i ng  F in i sh .  A l l  w a l l s  a r e  f i n i s h e d  wi th  p l a s t e r  
appl ied  e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  masonry ox over sawn l a t h .  The f r o n t  room 
i s  f u r t h e r  f i n i s h e d  wi th  a  p l a i n  baseboard te rmina t ing  i n  a  shal low cyma 
molding. The middle r e a r  room is a d d i t i o n a l l y  embellished wi th  a  p l a i n  
l e v e l  edge c h a i r  r a i l .  
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C . 4 .  I n t e r i o r  Openings. Doors and windows were framed i n  machine 
molded a r c h i t r a v e s  wi th  t h e  doors being of paneled cons t ruc t ion .  The four  
paneled doors contained two elongated shal lowly recessed panels  i n  t h e  upper 
s e c t i o n  and two s h o r t e r  paneled f i e l d s  below. The panel  e f f e c t  was en- 
hanced wi th  mitred cyma moldings de f in ing  each panel .  

C . 5 .  Decorat ive Fea tures  and Trim. The only surv iv ing  f i r s t  f l o o r  -- 
decorated t r i m  i n  219 East Front S t r e e t  i s  an  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  k i tchen  cup- 
board loca t ed  i n  t h e  no r theas t  corner  of t h e  r e a r  wing. The cupboard has a  
shelved upper s e c t i o n  f i n i s h e d  wi th  two s l i g h t l y  r a i s e d  panels ,  under which 
a r e  two drawers and below t h a t  two a d d i t i o n a l  cupboard doors .  

D.  S i t e .  217 and 219 East  Front  S t r e e t  c u r r e n t l y  f a c e  the  W i l m -  
ing ton  Rai l road  S t a t i o n  designed i n  1901 by Frank Furness.  The s t r u c t u r e  i s  
f lanked t o  t h e  west by vacant  l o t s  and t o  t h e  e a s t  by an a l t e r e d  row house 
da t ing  from about 1800. 
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FIGURE 1 

CAPTAIN THOMAS MENDENlZALL HOUSE 

AND MENDENHALL TENANT HOUSES : 
RECONSTRUCTED FRONT STREET ELEVATION, ca. 1805 



F I G U R E  2 

CAPTAIN THOMAS MENDENHALL HOUSE 

AND MENDENHALL TENANT HOUSES: 
RECONSTRUCTED GROUND FLOOR PLAN, ca. 1805 



FIGURE 3 

CAPTAIN THOMAS MENDENHALL HOUSE AND MENDENHALL 
TENANT HOUSES: RECONSTRUCTED SECOND FLOOR PLAN, ca. 1805 



FIGURE 4 

CAPTAIN THOMAS MEPV3ENHALL HOUSE 

RECONSTRUCTED THIRD FLOOR PLAN, ca. 1805 



FIGURE 5 

MENDENHALL TENANT HOUSES 
RECONSTRUCTED ROOF SECTION, ca. 1805 



FIGURE 6 

MENDENHALL TENANT HOUSES: 
RAFTER SECTION AND EXPLODED PERSPECTIVE 

AT FALSE PLATE ASSEMBLY WITH BRIDLED SCARF JOINT 



FIGURE 7 

CAPTAIN THOMAS MENDENHALL HOUSE: 
SECOND FLOOR PARTITION WALL AND DOORWAY 

(SCALE: 315" = 1') 



APPENDIX: Rationale f o r  Reconstructed Plans  and Elevations of the  Captain 
Thomas Mendenhall House and Mendenhall Tenant Houses 

The b a s i s  f o r  t h e  reconstructed plans  and e leva t ions  of the  Captain Thomas 
Mendenhall House and t h e  adjoining Mendenhall Tenant Houses r e s t s  wholly i n  the  
surviving a r c h i t e c t u r a l  remains, inc luding wa l l ,  c e i l i n g  and f loor ing  s c a r s ,  
a s  we l l  a s  i n  t h e  loca t ion  and recogni t ion  of fragments of o r i g i n a l  f a b r i c ,  
such a s  remnants of the  chimney p i l e  and s t a c k ,  roof framing elements, and 
evidence of c l o s e r s  i n  t h e  e levat ions .  

Figure 1: Captain Thomas Mendenhall House and Mendenhall Tenant Houses 
Reconstructed Front S t r e e t  Elevation,  ca. 1805. Evidence f o r  a l l  the  second 
and t h i r d  f l o o r  openings and t h e i r  l o c a t i o n s  survived i n  unal tered  bays found 
i n  t h e   ende en hall-~ouse and t h e  t enan t  houses a t  223 and 225 East ~ r o i t  S t r e e t .  
The second f l o o r  window openings f o r  t h e  tenant  house a t  221 East  Front S t r e e t  
had been closed with b r i ck  i n f i l l  t o  c r e a t e  narrower openings, but  the  presence 
of queenclosers  and t h e  dimensions of t h e  o r i g i n a l  windows pierc ing the  second 
f l o o r  of 223 East Front S t r e e t  provided both t h e  loca t ion  and s i z e  of the  o r i g i -  
n a l  openings and second f l o o r  f e n e s t r a t i o n s .  The roof l i n e s  of 223 and 225 
East Front S t r e e t  a l s o  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  i n i t i a l  period of const ruct ion,  and because 
223 and 221 used t o  be a s i n g l e  s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  was l a t e r  subdivided and a l t e r e d ,  
t h e  roof f o r  223 East  Front S t r e e t  was reconst ructed  a s  a continuous e levat ion 
over i t s  neighboring property. The more d e t a i l e d  information f o r  t h i s  conclu- 
s ion involved t h e  presence of a b r i d l e d  sca r f  j o i n t  i n  t h e  Front S t r e e t  facade 
f a l s e  p l a t e  and t h e  extension of chimney braces  which had enframed the  l a r g e  
c e n t r a l  chimney p i l e  shared by t h e  two addresses.  F i n a l l y ,  the  f i r s t  f l o o r  
e levat ion and fenes t ra t ion  w e r e  ex t rapo la ted  from t h e  placement of openings i n  
t h e  upper f l o o r s ,  o r i g i n a l  door openings located  i n  t h e  Front S t r e e t  facades of 
221 and 225 East Front S t r e e t ,  and t h e  s c a r s  f o r  an i n f i l l e d  window opening 
i o s i t i o n e d  adjoining and above t h e  present  doorway f o r  223 East  Front S t r e e t .  
With t h e  dimensions known f o r  a l l  f i r s t  f l o o r  openings and t h e  posi t ioning 
derived forknowndoors and windows, t h e  l i n e s  of t h e  second f l o o r  openings were 
extended downwards and the  heavi ly  a l t e r e d  s t r e e t  l e v e l  facade of ca. 1805 
reconstructed.  

Figure 2: Captain Thomas Mendenhall House and Mendenhall Tenant Houses: 
~ e c o n s t r u c t e d  --- Ground Floor Plan,  ca. 1805. Heavily a l t e r e d  through 20th- 
century commercial usage, t h e  ground f l o o r  p lans  f o r  a l l  t h r e e  addresses were 
reconstructed through the  recogni t ion  and examination of surviving f i r s t  period 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  and l a t e r  s u b t r a c t i o n s  and add i t ions  t o  those f e a t u r e s .  
Both of t h e  Mendenhall Tenant Houses had l o s t  t h e i r  f i r s t  f l o o r  plan configu- 
r a t i o n s  from t h e  period of t h e i r  i n i t i a l  const ruct ion.  While 221 East Front 
S t r e e t  had been converted i n t o  a side-passage double-pile s t o r e f r o n t ,  223 East 



Front  S t r e e t  had been completely gu t t ed  f o r  commercial usage. A s  o r i g i n a l l y  
b u i l t ,  t h e  Mendenhall Tenant Houses had been m i r r o r  images of one another ,  
and a r c h i t e c t u r a l  evidence taken from bo th  addres ses  w a s  combined t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  
t h e  plans.  The f e n e s t r a t i o n  was der ived  from t h e  r econs t ruc t ed  Front  S t r e e t  
e l e v a t i o n  and remnants of i n f i l l e d  f i r s t  per iod  openings p i e r c i n g  t h e  rear 
e l eva t ion .  The l o c a t i o n  of t h e  d iagonal ly-se t  c e n t r a l  chimney p i l e  was drawn 
from t h e  o r i g i n a l  base  s t and ing  i n  t h e  basement of 221 Eas t  Front  S t r e e t ,  t h e  
remaining h a l f  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t a c k  under t h e  later roof  of 221 Eas t  Front  
S t r e e t ,  and t h e  smoke-blackened f l u e  backs found under l a t e r  l a t h  and p l a s t e r  
between t h e  second and a t t i c  f l o o r s  of 223 E a s t  Front  S t r e e t .  The l o c a t i o n  of 
t h e  p a r t i t i o n  wal l ,  enclosed box-winder s tair  and approximate placement of 
i n t e r i o r  doorways w a s  a l l  founded i n  t h e  second f l o o r  arrangement of 223 Eas t  
Front S t r e e t ,  which provided informat ion  on t h e  dimensions of t h e  stair  and, 
by ex tens ion ,  i t s  g e n e r a l  con f igu ra t ion .  

The f i r s t  f l o o r  p l an  of t h e  Thomas Mendenhall House was r econs t ruc t ed  i n  
a s i m i l a r  manner. Once t h e  o r i g i n a l  f e n e s t r a t i o n  had been e s t a b l i s h e d ,  t h e  
i n t e r i o r  arrangement was r econs t ruc t ed  from a combination of evidence found i n  
t h e  basement, f i r s t ,  and second f l o o r s .  While t h e  chimney p i l e  had surv ived  
i n t a c t ,  t h e  b r i c k  load-bearing w a l l s  r e s t i n g  on s t o n e  load-bearing w a l l s  i n  
t h e  basement had been removed. The previous  e x i s t e n c e  of t h e s e  w a l l s ,  however, 
i s  known from a s i m i l a r  w a l l  e x t a n t  on t h e  second f l o o r  between t h e  chimney 
p i l e  and t h e  Walnut S t r e e t  e l e v a t i o n  of t h e  bu i ld ing .  The l o c a t i o n  of t h e  open 
s t r i n g  stair  i s  o r i g i n a l  a s  i s  much of i t s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a s  evidenced i n  t h e  use 
of hand-wrought n a i l s ,  r i v e n  l a t h  and morticed-and-tenoned s t r i n g e r s .  The loca-  
t i o n  of t h e  s t a i r  is  f u r t h e r  supported by a  f i r s t - p e r i o d  c h a i r  r a i l  ( s ee  P l a t e s  
5 and 6)  s e t  i n t o  t h e  p l a s t e r  of t h e  w a l l  shared  wi th  t h e  gable  end of 223 East  
Front  S t r e e t .  The absence of stair passage o r  o t h e r  i n t e r n a l  p a r t i t i o n  w a l l s  
i s  based on t h e  unbroken p r o f i l e  of t h e  c h a i r  r a i l  f o r  t h e  f u l l  l e n g t h  of t h e  
p re sen t  s t a i r  passage and t h e  complete absence of any i n d i c a t i o n  of s t u d s  o r  
s c a n t l i n g  wa l l i ng  e i t h e r  tenoned o r  n a i l e d  t o  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  c e i l i n g  j o i s t s .  

F igure  3: Captain Thomas Mendanhall House -- and Mendenhall Tenant Houses: ---- 
Reconstructed Second Floor  P l an ,  ca .  1805. The second f l o o r  p l ans  of 225 and -- - ----- 
223 East  Front  S t r e e t  surv ived  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  w i t h  r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  change. 
The second f l o o r  p l an  of t h e  Thomas Mendenhall House, a l though ex tens ive ly  v a n -  
d a l i z e d ,  r e t a i n e d  a l l  of i t s  f i r s t  per iod  p a r t i t i o n  w a l l s  and openings. The 
s d j a c e n t  t e n a n t  house a t  223 Eas t  Front  S t r e e t  surv ived  i n  a  s i m i l a r  s t a t e  of 
p r e s e n t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  except ion  of t h e  removal of t h e  o r i g i n a l  stair and chim- 
ney p i l e .  F loor ing  s c a r s ,  however, revea led  t h e  s i z e  and p o s i t i o n  of t h e  o r i g i -  
n a l  s t a i r ,  whi le  t h e  replacement of s c a n t l i n g  wa l l i ng  wi th  a l a t e r  s t a i r  and 
c l o s e t  i n  conjunct ion wi th  a  smoke-blackened f l u e  back beneath a more r ecen t  
l a t h  and p l a s t e r  w a l l  i n d i c a t e d  t h e  presence and l o c a t i o n  of t h e  f i r s t  per iod 
chimney p i l e .  The f i r s t  per iod  p l an  of t h e  seocnd f l o o r  of 221 Eas t  Front  S t r e e t  
was drawn from i t s  coun te rpa r t  a t  223 Eas t  Front  S t r e e t .  

F igure  4: Captain Thomas Mendenhall House: Reconstructed Third F loor  
P lan  ca. 1805. Like  t h e  second f l o o r ,  t h e  t h i r d  s t o r y  of t h e  ~ h o m a s  Mendenhall .A 
house endured t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  l i t t l e  change. A l l  o r i g i n a l  
w a l l s  and openings have remained e x t a n t ,  and t h e  only  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  arrange- 
ment was t h e  i n s e r t i o n  of a 20th-century s tud  w a l l  subdiv id ing  t h e  room over- 
looking Front  S t r e e t  i n t o  two sma l l e r  spaces .  



Figure  5: Mendenhall Tenant Houses: Reconstructed Roof Sec t ion ,  ca .  
1805. Although t h e  roof  framing f o r  221 Eas t  Front  S t r e e t  had been rep laced  .- 
i n  t h e  l a t t e r  h a l f  of t h e  1 9 t h  cen tu ry ,  t h e  f i r s t  per iod  roof system f o r  t h e  
ad jo in ing  p rope r ty  a t  223 Eas t  Front  S t r e e t  survived i n t a c t .  A p a i r  of c u t  
chimney braces  spiked t o  t h e  unders ide  of t h e  r a f t e r s  and a b r i d l e d  s c a r f  
j o i n t  i n  t h e  f a l s e  p l a t e  s e a t i n g  t h e  r a f t e r  f e e t  i n d i c a t e d  a p a r a l l e l  ex tens ion  
of t h e  roof framing system f o r - 2 2 3  E a s t  Front  S t r e e t  over  221 Eas t  Front  S t r e e t .  
This  assumption w a s  v e r i f i e d  du r ing  t h e  demol i t ion  of t h e s e  p r o p e r t i e s  i n  J u l y  
1981, when t h e  l a t e r  mansard roof  over  221 E a s t  Front  S t r e e t  w a s  removed, 
r evea l ing  t h e  ghost  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  gab le  bedded i n t o  t h e  w a l l  of 219 Eas t  
Front  S t r e e t .  



FIGURE 1 

CAPTAIN THOMAS MENDENHALL HOUSE 
AND MENDENHALL TENANT HOUSES : 

FRONT STREET ELEVATION, ca. 1805 



FIGURE 2 

CAPTAIE THOMAS MENDENHALL HOUSE 
AND MENDENHALL TENANT HOUSES: 

GROUND FLOOR PLAN, ca. 1805 



FIGURE 3 

CAPTAIN THOMAS MENDENHALL HOUSE AND MENDENHALL 
TENANT HOUSES: SECOND FLOOR PLAN, ca. 180.5 



FIGURE 4 

CAPTAIN THOMAS MENDENHALL HOUSE: 
THIRD FLOOR PLAN, ca. 1805 



F I G U R E  5 

MENDENHALL TENANT HOUSES: 
ROOF SECTION,  ca. 1805 




