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CONVENTION

OF THE - . R

COLORED CITIZENS OF OHIO. =~ -~

| | - w;-L;;u}-_;_;ﬁ__~“«i : b‘
| | MINMTES, Q:J\]‘@
FIRST SESSION, WEDNESDAY MORNING. -

@
&

Pursuant to a call of the Stare Centrar CommiTrEE, for holding a

v Delegate State Convention, the delégates to said Convention met in the

Bethel Church, in the City of Columbus, on Wednesday, January 9th, at
10 o’clock, A. M. | -
The Convention was called to order by D. Jenkins, of Franklin
County, and was organized by appointing I.. D. Taylor, of Franklin, Pre- |
sident pro tem., and C. A. Yancey, Secretary. e
Prayer having been offered by the Rev. Mr. N. Nooks, the Conven-
tion proceeded to enroll the names of the Delegates. o S
W. H. Day, of Lorain, introduced the following resolution: 4
Resolved, That persons present from their respective counties, who
have credentials, and those who have been regularly elected, constitute .
this Convention. “ I 0
~ Which resoluation, after some discussion, was amended at the sugges-
~tion of D. Jenkins, as follows:— ' . ,
_ Resolved, That ail persons present from counties not duly represent-
- ed, and those who have been duly elected, constitute this Convention.
The followigig gentlemen were present to represent their respective X
counties: '
FairrieLy ¢ountr—A. Strauder. . ,
Loraiy counry—John Watson, W. {l. Day, Thomas Brown, and
C. Ross. @, .

- Morgan county—G. Hilton. | o
CuawpmcN county—H. Ford, J. D. Pattison, 1. Adams. f
Maoison County—J. Purnell. ’ o
Curanoca countr—IJ. 1., Watson, J. Mercer Langston, H. .I%

Douglass, Jas. Monroe Jones. R
Jacrson county—N. Nooks, A. Yancey, J. W. Stuart. < (
GarLia county—W. Stuart, J. Gee. :

Locan county—K. Artis.
Picraway county—D. 8. Moss, G. Adams.

- /WarkEN county—F. Wilson. o A
Geavea coustry—H. Lott, Sr., H. Lott, Jr.. =~ -
Ere county—J. J. Pearce. , I T

il

, ) - h
- . ’

i
o




|
‘f

eloquent specches from Messrs. H. F. Douglass and W, H. Day.

escort the President El¢ot ta the Chair.  The President, on taking the

~ston, of Cuiyahoga; D, Jenkins, of Frankling Dr, €. H. Langston, of Ross;

| - | v !xa oo : ‘. A

' Mgrrerr county—S. Jones, ¢ L f'u ERE
- COrark county—N. Morgan, A. Demsey, W. P. Morgan.,,
GreENE county—J3. W, Divine, J. H. Johnson. -
JerFERsoN county—T, H. Dorsey, J. P. Underwood.
Sexeca county—D. Roberts. S ‘
Muskineun county—W. H. Burnham. a0z
Ross county—G. R. Williams, Dr. C. H. Langston. - . .
Frangriv county—J. Poindexter, D. Jenkins, L. D. Taylor,J. Book-
er, P. Letchford, W. S, Davis, J' M. Brown, T. Washington, T. J. Goode,
G. Johnson, D. Hart, D. Trent, W. Copeland, J. Bennett, J. Freeland.

Liekiva county—Morgan Melton.

Hicnrano county—J. W, Delany, }. Taylor. . '

MonreomerY county—John Jackson, Thos. Jefferson.

Pixe covnry—G. W, Evans. R

D. Jenkins moved that a committee of one from each county repre-
sented, constitule a commitlee fo nommate permanent officers for the
Convention. '

‘The committee having retived, the Convention was entertained by

he nominating committee having returned, reported through thetr
chairman, C. H. Langston, the fo'lowing gentlemen as officers for the Con-
vention:—J. [.. Watson, President; [.. D. Taylor, W. H. Burnham, John
Watson of Lorain, and John Gee , Vice Presidents; and Jas. Monroe Jones,
C. A. Yancey, K. Artis, and George R. Willims, Secretaries. J. P. Un-
derwood and J. D. Pattison were appointed Ciaplainsto the Convention.

W. H. Day moved that the report be adopted.

While the motion was pending, Wm. Copeland moved to amend the
report, by striking out the name of I. .. Watson from the list of perma- -
nent officers of the Convention. e said he thought that the young mem-
bers of the Convention ought to be placed in office,/in order that they
might become acquainted with conventional affairs. .

Mr. J. Mercer Langston then arose and made a most eloquent specch
in faver of sustaining the original list of officers.  He said that Mr. Wate
son was the “wheel harse” of the Reserve, and had devoted his time and
talents in defense of the colored men of the States. He eulogized the
manly conduet that had characterized Mr. W’s whole life as an Anti-
Slavery Legturer,  He therefore thought the Convention ought ta place
hiunin the Chair, as a mark of respect to one who had so well desérved it,

~The question on the adoption of the original report was cilled for,
and the report was unanimously adopted. ! - :

,\Vhereupbn, Messrs. W. T, Day and G. Adims were appointed- to

Chair, made a very appropriute address; which was received with shouts of

applause from the members of the Convention,

~ Cn motign of L. D, Taylor, Jeflerson’s Manual was adopted as the. .

guide for the Convention. o _ ; ‘ -
- D. Jenkins moved that the Convention appoint a business committee,

consisting of one from each county represented: Whereupon the Howing

gentlemen were selected as a business committee : John Mercer f.ang-
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T. H. Jnhnson, nfmeeng, John (xeo, ;nf (:-.;H iy A S s 0f F

J. D. Putu:son,o('(}hampmwn Thos. Bmwn, of L am F. Wllson,o W
ren; J. J. Pearce, of Erie; J. Lott, of ‘Geauga; D. L. Mass, of Pickaway ;.
J. P Underwood of Jeﬂerson J. Pmn{ell of Madxson S. Jones, of Mercer; X
W. H. Burnham, of Mua!\m"um G. W. Lvans, of Plke' N. Murfum, of
. Clark; G. Hilton, of \Iurg.m. N

; It was then moved by L. D. Taylor, that W. H. Day, of Lorain, be o X
Ch:hrman of the Business Committee. Mr. Day asked to be excused on ~
acc%unt of his being expected to report the daily proceedings of the Cin-
vention for the Cleveland True Democrat and other papers.

- J. Mercer Langston was then chosen Chairman. -

" On motion of Dr. C. H. Langston, a Financial Committee consisting
of three, was appointed. The f»llowm'r gentlemen composed the said
committee:—C. H. Langston, W. H. Burnh um and J. Booker,

The Convention tf then a iy)umcd to-meet at 2 v Lloc,l\ P M. \

: \
SECOND SESSION, WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON. ‘ -

4

~ The Piesident in the Chair. The Minutes of the morrﬂ?no were read,
correctedgnd approved. L
Calls were made for some one to address the Convenuon. |
After several ca'ls from the audience, W. H. Day rose and made some
very interesting rema ks.  lle concluded by reading a letter froma ge}x-
tleman of high standing in the State, concerning the Convention of. the
Colored People of Ohm.
| Mr. Adaws, of Chimpaign, made some interesting remarks also. Mr.
J. Watson, of Lorainglike vise add: e ssed the Convention at some length.

Mr. J. L. Watson, of Cuyahoga,made a lengthy speech on his /zappy
escape from slavery, and the necessiiy of all colored men.saying and doing .
all they can to clevate'themselves and liberute the slave. .

The Business Committee having returned, reported through thelr
Chairman, J. Mercer Langston, resolutions lor the consider: ation of the
Convention.

The Committee recommended the same declaration of centiments
adopted by the last Convention. L

Dr. C. M. Langston moved that the resolutions be laid on the table,

and taken up, one b) one and discussed; which was carried.

The first, second and third resolutions were then taken up, and inde
finite'y postponed.

The fourth resolution beinz under dleUSblOD——-\/Il. Poindexter said
he hoped that some gentleman wouid convince him of the truth of the re-
solution. He could not favor the reolution until he heard more from gen-
tlemen who advanced it.

Mr. W. H. Day, upon buhrr called for, remarked that, though he was |
in favor of the principle set forth in_ the, resolution, and thouWht it could be |

-demonstrated to be correct, yet he came to this Convemlon Tor one prlnct~ L :
pal ob_]ec.-—wthe securing for the colorel man’ a vote in the State. The -
resolution seemed to him to detract the attention from the great end of the -
Oonventlon. He would move the indefinite postponement of it.  He felt

ore at liberty to dv this, on account of the resolution being penned by




O h:sc‘o &:utuems, ﬂmd bemg wbout ta mal\e the mouo 1, he' yie ded! the o

. to 1) Jenkins; who said he was in-favor of the resolution.”

‘ Mr. Burnham said he thouuht thcre was no necessxty forqdoptmo such |

“sa resolution. ) '

. Mvr. Divine said he would go heart and hand for the resolutmn and
concluded with some pithy remarks,

Mr. Poindexter said he was misunderstood; he prayed as fervently
for the downfall of slavery as any man. -He saxd his wxshes should not-
overrule his better judgment.

Dr. C. H. Lanoston moved that the resolution be lald on the table, o
which was carried. He then moved that rules be adopted for the govern-
ment of the Convention, as to the time of meeting and adjourning.

Wher eupon the Convention decided to meet at 9 o’clock A. M. and
‘adjoum at 12 o’clock M.; and meet at 2 .0 "clock P. M., and adjourn at 5
o’clock P. M.
: The hour of ad)omnm@‘nt having arrived, ti e Convention adjourned
to meet at 7 o’cloek P M. * .

— THIRD SESSION, WEDNESDAY EVENING.

The President in the Chair. Rev. Mr. Undex’wood uad a pou tion of
the Scriptures. '

The President arose, and made some xemall\s.

D. Jenkins moved that the Convention take up the fourth resolution
for consideration.

After a spirited discussion between Messrs. Poindexter, J. M. Langs-
ton and others, Dr. C. H. Langston offered a resolution which was adopt~
ed. He moved that the Convention take up the resolution refeiring to
the competency of persons from a distance, to participate in the Conven-
tion.

After some discussion, it was mdeﬁmtcly postponed.

Dr. C. I Langston moved that the Convention adopt a rule not to
allow/any gentleman to speak more than fifteen or thirty minutes at a time
on afy one subject; which was adopted.

‘"The hour of adjouxnment having arrived, the Convention fthen -ad-
journed to meet on Thursday morning at 9 o’clock A. M.

FOURTH SF,SSION, THURSDAY MORNING.

' The President in the Chair.  Prayer having been offered by the Rev.
J. D. Pultison, the Minutes of the plecedmw sessmn were read, corrected
- and approved. T
-~ Mr. Copeland, of anklm, raised the question of the leg aht) of last
' night’s proceedings.
g The President decided that the Pl'O('Pedan'b of last evenmd were not
 the leomm‘xte business of the €onvention. '
] ‘M. Dougtlass took an appeal from the dccrsmn of the Ch:ur., The
} Icfeusw of the Chair was not sustained. ; / 3
; I\‘hL Artis asked to be excused from selvmg as one of the Secl‘ehnes, s
| whmh wasgranted, and Dr. C. H Lanwston was appomted in hxs place.
¥
|




J. Mercer Langsten, Chairman. of the Bu iness C

ed to ldy before the Convention business for the order of 1

AN
‘A motion was made to lay the whole on the table, and disp'gse‘ of the
items one by one, which was carried. D R A
Resolution 5th was then taken up, and after some discussion, the
Convention appointed a committee to draft a Constitution. B
. The Committee consisted of the following gentlemen: W. H. Day,
L. D. Taylor and T. Brown. f o | | |

On motion of Dr. C. H. Langston, the 6th resolution was then taken
“up. Mr.H. F. ]%ouglass presented the following amendment:

“«That each County in the State be hereby requested to employ efli
cient men to canvass its respective districts and towns, asmay be deemed
best.” ) ‘ w : : : T . )

The vote being taken on the amendment, it was negatived—Yeas 8,
Nays 46. : ‘ *

The original resolution was then-adopteds.

The 7th, 8th, 9th and 10th resolutions were taken up and adopted.

"The hour of adjournment having arrived, the Convention adjourned
tomeet at 2 o’clock P. M. ‘ /

FIFTH SESSION, THURSDAY AFTERNOON. -

A ' }
The President in the Chair. Prayer having been offered by the Rev.

Mr. Stewart— o |

'I(;he minutesof the preceding session were read, corrected and ap-

roved. ‘. | :

d The 18th resolution being called for, Mr. Williams made an interest-
ing speech; and, among other things, he said he thought that the colored
pfeopfe of the State amounted in number to 25,000, and were abundantly
able tosupport an organ of their own; and they would do it if it was com-
menced upon a proper basis. , -

He remarked that the colored people of Cincinnati, for instance, were
not awake to their true interest; for they supported the Pro-slavery Pressin
that city to an extent which was evidence to him that the Cincinnati peo-
Ele did not have their own elevation at heart as much as they ought to

ave. ‘

Mr. Jenkins, of Franklin, also spoke in favor of the resolution; refer-
red to the advantages of a paper devoted to the interest of the colored peo-
ple of Ohio. He said that Ohio, with a population of twenty thousand,
could sustain a newspaper devoted to their interest. ,

Mr. Burnham said that the Convention ought to appoint an Agent to
collect funds to establish a newspaper—an organ strictly devoted to the
mterests of the colored people of the State. He thought the North Star -
was not “the People’s” paper, but strictly an Eastern paper. - -

' Mr. Lott said he thought the paper must “go down:” o

‘Mr. Divine said he was sorry to hear gentlemen predict the downfall -

of the contemplated paper. ' 4 M

.. J. Mercer Langston then arose and advocated the immediate estab-
lishment of an organ devoted to the interest of the colored people. ~“He: -
mstanced the progressof the intellectual condition of the colored people. He




}houg»ht t,hbsdhjectionét arged -by del
. floor, groundless. - He said the growing intelli 1e colore: )
demanded that a paper should be established. He said that the N orth
Star,” edited by the ‘immortul Douglass, had proved recreant to the ,asser-
tion of its editor, at the Cleveland Nutional Convention. 1fe said further,
that the “North Star” was the only paper in the United States conducted
by a cclored personyin whose columns itis especially desirable for us to be
noticed ; and it fails to notice the articles of western colored men. He
also suid that colored men were becoming cultivated; that they were being
educated; that they possessed the germ of a peculiar literature; that they -
had poets, statesmen, reviewers, printers and philosophers, who could fath--
om Baconian Philosophy and solve Newtonian Problems; and who should
have an outflow—a manifestation of their genius and their talent. He
thought the “Christian Herald” was not the colored people’s paper, but
strictly a Methodist organ.  He said the intellectual attainments of the
colored people of Ohio, were not inferior to any in the Union. .

Dr. C. H. Langston said he did not intend making a speech; but he
wished to explain the whole matter, as to the former failures’ of newspa-
pers. He said that talk would never support a paper. He thought that’
our people had t>o many old prejudices and predilections peculiar to slave-
ry, and they were too frequently looking up to the “white man” for every
thing.

~ “J. M. Brown remarked, that he thought the gentleman from Cuyaho- -
ga, Mr. Langston, had been personal in his remarks concerning the Metho-
dist denomination. , :

Mr. Nookssaid, his feelings had suffered from the remarks made by
Mr. Langston, from Cuyahoga. =* - ‘ )

Dr. C. H. Langston, moved® thiat the resolution be laid on the table,
which was carried.  Dr. Lungston then moved that a committee of three |
be appointed to devise means for sustaining the lecturers.

The following gentlemen were chosen for the said committee,—viz:

r

he colored people

J. L. Wartgsox,
C. H. Laxgsron,
J. Jackson.

Dr. C. H. Langston then moved that the 12th resolution be taken up
again. He explained the reasons why the editors engaged in publishing
newspapers for the colored people had failed formerly; he thought if men |
would use their purses more than their lips, the newspapers “would live.”

. The resolution was then adopted; a committee of seven being appoin-

ted by the convention, to fill up the blank in the resolution, composed of

_the following gentlemen,—viz. | | |
- . J. Mercer LaNasToN,

. W. H. Day, |

w : D. Jenxins,

o ‘ C. H. Laneston,

PN v v - G. R, WuLiaxs,

e T J : W, H. BuanHay,
T . - Wy, CorELAND, -

< - ‘ “l

u’::' - T - ’ T K ' N




, The 13 h 1eso]utxon was laken utp, and ona mouon for its adoptior ly
an amendment was offered by W. H..Day, to add an'address tot 0
ters, and an other 1o the colored people; which was adopted. * !

-~ A Committee of five to prepare the addresseés, was then appomted by o
the Convention, consnsun" of the followmg gentlemen:--- | "

| W, P. Moncay,

J. N. SrvarrT,

Wc Hu DAY‘;

- F. ‘WiLson, - o

J. W DEeLany. -

&

The 14th 1csoluuon was read. Calls were nrade for Speakers. W. H
Day was called for, he declined; but repeated calls brought the gentleman |
He/referred to the privileges enjoyed by the colored people
of Massachusetts,&‘and the manner by which they were gained. He referred
to the suffrage question in the State of New York, and also the benevo-
lent action of Garrit Smith, in making three thousand voters. He thought
the privileges of the colored men in; New York, were not in so imminent
He thought we ought to act so as to be a model
to the colored people in the surrounding States; he also referred to the
principles laid down in the Constitution of the U. States. He said the
people of Ohio muststrike the word “white” out of the State Constitution, if
He said that the colored men in his own town
were able to control the elections; that men now place ¢ Free Soil” over
the heads of their papers, to secure patronage; concluding his remarks,
he thought the signs of the times gave full evidence tha{ there was a “good
The question being put, the resoluiion was unanimously

to the stand.

danger as those of Ohio.
they would be consistent.

time commo ”

A pemlon was offered to permit certain persons to participate, and
vote in the conventiofi.

The petition was, by the President, decided to be
in opposition to the standing rules of the convention. An appeal was ta-
and the chair was sustained.

The 15th resolutnon whs%called up. J. W. Stuart offered a substi-

ken from the decision of the chair;

“The 16th and 17th resoldtions were read and adopted.’
The 18th resolution, or the subject matter of the letter of L. N. l\ﬁ . P

nor, was referred to a committee of three, composed of the following gen-
tlemen.»—uz. - '

an

R i
C. H. Langston, :
Wwu. Corrrvann, :

J. Gk,

The Chairman of the business committee aﬁnounced that the first

esolutlon in series (six) would be the order of the Evening Session.

Mr. W. H. Burnham offered a preamble and resolutions, setting

rth the pro-slavery character of the Methodist denomination. ~

Jas. Monroe Jones moved that the preamble and resolutions be mde-» -
ﬁmtely postponed. While the motion was ywdm u mo’xon was carried
~{or an adjournment to -7 o’clock, P. AL :

i
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‘Dr. Langston dechned J. M. Brown and several others declined serving.

'son P. Lewis was chosgnalso. Mr. Divine declined. Jas. Monroe Jones

~as he did, they? would thmk dlffcremly. Some confusion arose, and a pmnt
oo

¢ : sxxm snssxon, THURSDAY EVENING-‘ SR A
= Presndent in the chair. Prayer havmrr been oﬂered by the Rev. Mn.
Nooks, the convention proceeded to “the business of the evening, -
namely, the Election of Lecturerss W. Copeland nominated W. H‘-
Day,J. M. Langston, H. F. Douglass, D Jenkins, Dr. C. H. Lancrstonb
as speakers, to canvass the State. * '

~ [The Secretary cannot tell how the motion was disposed of.] |

Mr. D. Jenkins moved that the convention proceed to ballot for s a
suitable person to address the constitutional convention.

)‘ﬁssx‘s. W. H. Day and J. Mercer Langsten were candndates for thls
office, :
The vote stood as follows:

For W. H. Day, 46, J. Mercer L‘mgqton, 6, C. H. Langston, 1.
Mr. Day being called’ for,,made some pithy remarks.

It was moved that the convention pxocecd to -ballot for six Speak-
ers to canvass the State. 4

Mr. Poindexter said he wished to examine this question with gr(‘,at
care; that an important crisis had come upon us. , '

The question to reconsider, being put, was carried. ,

It was then moved to appoint ‘a committee of five to select Speak-
ers to canvass the State, which was withdrawn. 1t was moved that J. L.
Watson, W. H. Day, Dr. C. H. Langston, J. M. Langston, be Speakers.

Mr. Douglass was also nominated--motion was withdrawn, Mr. Samp-

also declined, but who, on further consideration, consented toserve. The
lecturers then came forward and made some remarks.” J. I'. Underwood
was chosen as one of the Speakers.
The resolution of Mr. Burnham was then taken up; and after some
discussion, in which Messrs. Jas. M. Jones, J. M. Langston, and Mr.
Burnham, participated, the main question was put, for its indefinite post
ponement, which was carried by a large majority.
_ 'The hour having arrived for an adjournment, the cénvention ad]ourn-
ed, to meet Friday Morning, 9'0 dock A. M.

SEVENTH SI:]SS!ON, FRIDAY MORNING.

President in the chair. Px.xyer was offered by Mr. Underwood.
The minutes of the preceding session were laid over until the committee
on business, could make a report. Resomtlon, No. , was taken lJp
and adopted.

The minutes were then read, corrected 'md appxoved

- Mr. Gee moved, that the mmutes stand w1th the exciusxon of Mr.
Burnham s Preamble and Resolutions.

A discussion then arose, in which J. M. Lanaston, and othexs partlcx-/
pated. J. L. Watson said, that if the delegates looked upon the:subject

T was mwod . ) :
, ~ |



&

N L. Watson sa,ld that gemiemcn ought not to unpeach the chm
the exercise of his serious convictions. . |

. J. Mercer langston said, he did not wxsh to be- mlsrepresented he
wished to be conectl) repon‘ted before the people of the State of Ohio,
and the delegates of the convention. He said he opposed the Methodi:,t

E, Conference, on the ground of their not being sufficiently anti-slavery. « |

J. M. Brown sald he "did ndt wish to be reported atallyall knew his
views very well. He thouoht it unkind to speak in such terms of his denom-
ination, (the Methodist.) "

Mr. Gee, then, with the consent of the convention, withdrew hismo-
tion, provided the subject was not agitated any ‘more e and provided the-

'minutes stand as reported by the Secret'u'y

On o motion of Dr. Langston, the minutes stood as they were read.

Mr. Jenkins announced that the members of the House of Represen-
' tatives, in the Ohio Legislature, had passed a resoluion, granting the Hal
to the convention, by a vote of 51 to 17; which was received with ap-
plause. -
Resolutions No. 19 and 20 were taken up and adopted.
On a motion, a new State Central Committee was appm}ted consist-

ing of the following gentlemen.--viz:

e D, JenkENs,
o ‘ J. M. Brown,
W. Corrpann,

I.. D. Tavrog,

Joun Booker,
Jas. PoiNpExTER,

A. M. TayrLor.

The 21st anid 22d resolutions were taken up and adopted.

The 23d was taken up, and after some consideration, was referred to
the Rev. J. M, Brown, for revision.

The 24th and 25th were alsg adopted.

Mr. J. M. Brown, then came forward, and reported the 23d resolution

revised; the report was received and adopted

The hour of adjournment having arrived, the convention adjourned to
meet at 2 o’clock, P M.

EIGHTH SESSION, FRIDAY AFTERNOON.

dl’xesxdent in the chair. Prayer was offered by the Rev. Mr. Under-
WO00

W. H. Day proposed a resoi‘mmn/appomtmcr J. M. Langston, L.
D. Taylor, and J. P. Underwood, as speakers in the evening, in the Hall of

the House of Repr esentatives. Being strongly urged to wnhdraw the res-
olutxon, he did so. 3

solution was brought forward to appoint W. H: Day, J. L. Wat-

" son, and N\ M. Langstdn, to speak to the members of the Legislature this

evening, J an: 11th, 1850, at 6 o’clock; which resolution was adopted.a :

/ X i

' . L *

The minutes bemv called for, two of the secretar xes were absent,’and E

S

ot




~ convention adjourned at 6 o’clock, instead of 11 o’clock.

: ’ , : ;f" : ‘\”L"t“ . . )
the progeedirigs could not be read: The resolution in relation 16 an ad- -
journment was taken up, and after discussion, it Was so amended that the -

A AR

o

~ On motion, a committee of five was appointed to receive and dis-
~ burse the funds which may be collected for the men to canvass the'State.
‘Messrs. J. Poindexter, Jenkins, C. H. Langston, J. Booker, and Wm.
Copland, were appointed said committee. T
The select committee of seven appointed to to take into conmsid- -
eration, the propriety of establishing a papen, reported through their -
chairman, J. M. Langston. 3 .
The committee appointed to draft a constitution for the league, repor-
ed through their chairman, W. H. Day, which was laid on the table.
On a motion, a seléct committee of five was appointed to revise and
print the proceedings of the convention, consisting of the following
gentlemen,-~viz: : '
' | D. Jexgens,
‘ C. H. LaxasToN,
) ‘ , G. R, WiLLiaws,
’ . - Wu. Coperann,
: . J. Mercer Lanastox.

/ ]
!

On motion of D. Jenkins, the question to print the proceedings in
pamphlet form, was reconsidered. e moved to amend it by inserting the
Ohio Standard. L

Mr. Douglass said, he was opposed to printing the proceedings in the
Ohio Standard; he wished every man in the State should read them, so that
they might see that we were not insensible to the demonstrations in favor
of liberty, now shaking the entire nation. He further contended, that, if
they were printed in pamphlet form, they would be more durable,---he
would have them handed down to posterity as a lasting memento of the
struggle for our rights. -

J. J. Pearce,said that he was in favor of pamphlet forin,and that he
wanted the people of this State to know what we are doing for ourselves.

. Mr. Yancey then moved to amend the resolution by inserting “circu-
- lar form,” which motion was lost.

The question on printingin pamphlet form, was carried by the casting
vote of the President. =
- The select committee on sustaining the speakers, reported through
their chairman, C. H. Langston, a plan for dividing the various parts of
the State. - The réport being under consideration— ,
On a motion of W. H. Day, the words “and no longer,” ‘were stricken
out; the report was then adopted. - '
- ;Mr. W. H. Day reported a constitution for: the government of the
League, which was then taken up and adopted. o

[
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| commmmon.

Whereas, three millions of our brethren and ' sisters are .‘y«ét‘"f? in bonds

and Whereas in the free States, the colored man is only ‘nominally
free; and Whereas, the elevation of the colored man must depend

mainly upon himself; and believing, that by union, wé can better at-

tain the liberation of our brethren in bonds, and the elevation of the o

colored American, half-free, we’ hereby agree to form ourselves into’

a State Society, to be governed:by the following articles:-- -

B

League. . :
g?nd.\ Its object exclusively shall be to forward the objects contained
in the Preamble, namely, the liberation of the slave and the elevation of
the colored American, half free.—sAnd, laying aside - all jealousy, we will
“help the cause along” to the best of ourability. ’ :

A :
3d. Any man or woman subscribing to the principles of this l.eague,

as above expressed, shall become a member, by paying into its treasury or
the treasury of its auxiliaries, annually, not less than the %um of fifty cents.
4th. County Associations or Leagues, auxiliary to this, may be
formed in each county of the State, and shall be entitled to a representa.
tion in the Annual*Meetingof the Association. \, o
: 5th. A certain portion of the funds of each Auxiliary, shall be paid
into the Treasury of this League, on or before the day of its annual meet-
ing; otherwise, the representatives of such Auxiliary shall not be.entitled
to vote in said Annual Meeting. = - o | % :

6th. The officersof this League shall be a President, two Vice Pre-
sidents, a Recording Secretary, Corresponding Secretary, and Treasurer,
who, with seven chosen from the remaining members, shall constitute the
Executive Committee, and shall all hold their offices one year, or until
others are chosen. , ;
7th. The duties of the President, Vice President, Secretaries and
Treasurer, shall be those usually attaching to their respective titles, the
Treasurer giving bonds in the sum of $500. The duties of the Executive
Committee shall be, in the interim of the meetings of the League, to take
charge of the particular and general interests of the League, be wideawake
to promote them, either by helping the fugitive or otherwise—by encou-
raging or discouraging lecturers m_the State, and to perform any duties
which this League may reasonably and constitutionally impose upon them.

1st. This Association shall be styled, 'Ifhé Ohio Colored American o

8th. The Annual Meetings of this League, for the election of offi-

gers, hearing the annual report of the Executive Committee and Treasu-
rer, and transacting business for the Association, shall be held on the last
Wednesday of October in each year. ‘
9th. "All Agents and Lecturers in the service of this League, shall
be employed and directed ‘in their labors, by the Executive Committee;
and to them alone shall be accountable. . , ' : : .
10th. Whenever undue sectional influences, in the ‘doings of this
League, are apprehended by any ten of its members, any number of mem-
bers from any county shall be entitled to no greater number of votes than
the wumber of representatives of such county inthe State Legislature.
e, : ‘ o
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two-thirds of the members present :
Tha Officers of the League were then elected Whlch were as: follows'

_‘ATsom, I'resident. R
J. Wartson, Vice President.. o
Lewis Apams, ~ do. ' )

J. Mxrcer Lancston, Recordmcr Sbcret'u y.
WlLL[AI\* H. DAY,wCOl’PC‘Spondan Secretary.
Joun Grr, Treasurer.

J. W. Stuarr, S )
¢ G. R. WlLmes,} Executive Committee.

. The. following ~gentlemen, appomted to receive the funds for Lectu-
rers, were then voted a part of the Executive Comm:ttee of the Colored
American League:—

J. Poxpextr, L. D. Tavrog, D. Jexkins, C. H. LANGSTON, and
Joun Bookkkr.

Mr. William H. Day informed the Convention that he was now in
the employ of the “Qberlin Colored American League,” and would have to
be governed toa great extent by their decision, as to where he should go,
and how long he should occupy the field. He stated this to avoid being
mlsapplehended but he thought the League for which he ‘was acting would
coincide in the decision and recommendation of the Convention.

A Letter was received from Mrs. Scurry. It was moved that it be
inserted in the minutes of the Convention.

Mr. G. R. Williams moved that the resolution in relation to adjourn-
ment, be reconsidered, which was carried.

On motion, the. Convention adjourned to meet in the Hall of the
'House of Representatives, at 7 o’clock, to listen to speeches from the gen-
tlemer. appointed for that occasion—Messrs. Day, Watson and Langston.

The Convention adjourned to meet on Saturday morning at ninc

o'clock A. M.

NINTH SESSION, SATURDAY MORNING.

ol The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. The President in the
air.-
Prayer was offered bv"Elder Jones.
The reading of the Minutes of the preceding session was omitted.
The subject of the Press came up, and gentlemen were called on to
subscribe what they would pay for the support of the paper. :
A committee of one from each county, was appointed to make ar-
rangements for the speakers, as they travellgd through the various coun-
ties.
©_H. F. Douglass was appointed for Cuyahoga County, J. L. Watson‘
for Lorain County Afterwards it was agreed to leave the’ appomtment
" to the State Central Committee.
. A letter was then read from Henry Hurd the substance of which was
oxdc‘p ed to be mserted n the minntes 0{ the Conventmn.
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A lettet" was xead fmm J ustin Ho land p’the substanc'e

ordered to be inserted in the minutes of the Comenuon. ] L

) On motion, D. Jenkins was appointed to ascertain the cost(o( pub»-{ =

llShan' the proceedings. Mr. Jenkins, having made an inquiry concerning - " -

the co.,t, said that the amount would be about thirty dollars, it no larger as =
to size and number of copies (500) than the proceedings of the last. Con-

‘vention. _

” The' Financial Committec reported that they lmd collected §§333 58
cents.

The report was received and adopted.

The Committee appointed to take into consideration L. W. Minor’s
letter, reported through their chairman, C. H. Langaton, that, should there
be any moneys left or received, after printing the proceedings of the Con-
vention, the said money should be applied to the llquxdﬂtmg of the said
claim. .

: Mr. Nxchols, of Franklin, arose on permission of the Convention, and
stated that there wasno necessity of the colored people establishing an
independent paper at this time, as the Editors of the Ohio Standard were

- willing to devote a part of their columns to the interest of the colored

j peOple of the State.

Mr. C. H. Langston asked, if* the Editors were willing to change the

" name, so as to read, “Ohio Standard and Voice of the Oppressed?”

' Mr. Nichols said he thought they would let that or any other name be

_over the columns devoted to their interest.

The report was adopted. ‘

The Ladies attending the Convention proposed to defmy the expen
ses of the house for the sitting of the Convention.

Whereupon, W. H. Day moved that the Convention tender their sin-
cere thanks to them for their genuine patriotism. s
o A vote of than}ks was also tendered to the Trustees of the A. M. E.

urchs ;

- L. D. Taylor then moved that the committee on the Press be in-

structed to confer with the Editors of the Ohio Standard, and make such

arrangements as they may deem best; which was adopted. ’
The Convention having resolved itself i into a Committee of the Whole,
J. M. Langston in the Chan‘ the committee, after a few minutes sitting,
arose and reponted that the wem!emen on the old statistical commutee
were unable to report.
‘Whereupon a motion was then made that the same commutee act
for the ensuing vear.
The following gentlemen were added.to the old list:—
e Rev. Samver Jongs, of Mercer County.
Joux Jacksow, of Hamilton County.
o J. Purner, of Madison County.

- H. Foro, of Champaign County.

, - F. WiLson, of Warren ‘County.

o - D. Roserrs, of Seneca County.: *

T. CRAWFORD, of Delaware County.
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~ the Legistature; which was adopte '
Tt was voted to fill the blank, s to Sup
Schools, with the name of WirLiam H.' Dav.
The Convention then adjourned sine die.

‘“‘* ' RESOLUTIONS,
The resolutions are not placed in the order in which they were acted upon, but
more according to the subjects contemplated in each. : - T
DECLARATION OF SENTIMENTS. o
Wugkeas, we the free colored people of the State of Ohio, are cursed by the
- blighting influence of oppression in this professedly free State, to which
many of us have fled for refuge and protection; and whereas, the history of.
“the political world, as well as the history of nations, clearly shows, that
“who. would be free, himself must strike the blow;’> and whereas, both the
( old and new worlds are shaken throughout their length and breadth, by the
uprising of oppressed millions who are erecting firm foundations and stupen-
dous platforms, on which they may unitedly battle for that liberty which
God has benignedly given to all his creatures, and which will be wrested
from them only by vampire despots; therefore,—

Resolved, That we adopt the following as our Declaration of scntiments, as
to State and National policy, and in harmony with these we will ever fight, until
our rights are regained. It is our purpose,

I. To sternly resist, by all the means which the God of Nations has placed in-
our power, every form of oppression or proscription attempted to be imposed up-
“on us, in consequence of our condition or color. ‘

II. To acknowledge no enactment honored with the name of law, as binding
upon: us, the object of whichisin any way to curtail the natural rights of man.
- "III. To give our earnest attention to the universal education of our people.

1V. To sustain the cause of Temperancein our midst, and advocate the form-
ation of societies for its promotion.

V. Toleave what are called menial occupations, and aspire to mechanical, ag-
ricultural, and professional pursuits. S

VI. To respect and love that, as the religion of Jesus Christ, and that alone,
which in its practical bearings, is not cxcitement merely, but that which loves
God, loves humanity, and thereby preaches deliverance to the captive, the opening
of the prison-doors to them that are bound, and teaches us to do unto others as
we would have them do to us. ‘

RESOLUTIORS.

: Resolved, 1. That all persons present during the”Session of this convention, be <
" hereby requested to participate in the discussion of the questions which may come
before the convention. ‘
Resolved, 2. That it is the duty of every colored man, to do every thing |

in his power, to secure to himself and brethren, their political rights. ' )

. Resolved, 3. That we re-affirm the great and unalterable doctrine, promul-&'»
gated by the State convention gf last ‘w:i%ter, that we are men, and as such are en-
titled to all the privileges and immunities granted to other men, and that we W;H

Sfight and fight ever until these privileges are granted to us.
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Resolved, 4. That we hail the signs of .the times, as clearly indicating
downfall of that monstrosity, and sum of all villainies, American Slavery; [amend-
¢d as follows, by Dr. C. H. Langston.] S SRR
Resolved, That the signs of the times indicatez that slaveholders and '
their abettors, are determined at all hazards, to perpetuate forever, that mon-
strosity, ““the sum of all villainies,”” American Slavery; regardless of the cries of
their outraged victims or the agitations of christians and philanthropists.

WHEREAS, our 3,000,000 brethrén and sisters are yet in bonds; and Whereas, in the
Free States the colored man is only nominally free; and Whereas, the eleva-.
tion of the colored man must depend mainly upon himself; Therefore— |

Resolved, 5, That, for the sake of uniied effort in this r'e‘;gp‘ect, the business
committee would recommend the formation.of a State society for these ends alone,
and the appointment, immediately, of a special committee, to draft for it a Consti-
tution. ‘ | ; , \ oo |

:
§

‘Whereas, the Elective Franchise is a right of inestimable value, and a liberty that

the citizens of all well regulated governments should enjoy and cherish; and-
Whereas, it is of the highest importance that every one should be prompt and
energetic in the acquirement and defense of all such natural and inalienable
rights ; and, Whereas, we are taxed without representation, fand depri ved
without just cause, of enfranchisement, ,which is the birthright of human ity ;
and, Whereas, a Convention for amending the Constitution of the Stateis t o be
holden during the ensuing year; and believing that, by vigorous and energetic
action, we may induce the Convention to alter the Constitution in such a man-
ner as to give to all the citizens of the State without discrimination, this heaven
bestowed and inalicnable right ; and, Whereas, we believe that the best way,
in which this result may be brought about, is i)y agitating the public mind in
regard to our claims to all rights in common with- other citizens, and especial-
ly to the right of suffrage; Therefore— ;

Resolved, 6. That we appoint and support six able and intelligent lecturers,
whose duty it shall be to canvass the State forthwith, laying before the people the
justice and propriety of securing to us our just and equitable right to vote as do
other men according to their wishes and their choice.

Resolved, 7.- That we instruct our lecturers to oppose before the electors of
the State, the proposition to submit in a separate clause, the elective franchise, to
the consideration and didposal of the peopie; unless as a last trial for the right we
claim.

Resolved, 8. That the lecturers be employed until the Delegates to the Con-
'stitutional Convention be nominated and elected.

Resolved, 9. That a committee of three be appointed to COlngidel‘ and lay be-

- fore the Convention a plan whereby the charges and expenses of the lecturers may
be settled and defrayed.

Resolved, 10. That the Convention select a Speaker to address the Consti-

- tutional Convention touching the interests and claims of the colored people of the

State. ' L
Resolved, 11. That we deem the elective franchise and its associate privi--.
leges, of the highest importance to our happiness, and future prosperity, and our
lawful birthright under the established principles of freedom, which are the true.
foundation of law in our common country, and that we will cordially co-operate in
such systematic counsel and action as shall be deermed best suited to their attain~
ment and full enjoyment. , k
. 3 ) *
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'Resolved, 12. That the Convention'appeint a committee of sever

" the propriety of establishing a paper devoted to the interests and claim

{ b . . . : » é rij

| .colored people of the State, and that said committee, if they see fit, suggest a plan |

for its establishment and support. L ' : R
Resolved, 13. That the Convention appoint a committee of five to prepare

addresses to the voters and colored people of the State. |

% ‘ . | .

Wagergas, there is no object so dear to a frceman as the right of suffrage, and
"~ that noman can be free without it ; therefore, )

Resolved, 14. That this Convention will make thet the permanent ob-

ject of their deliberations, and that they will show to the pcople of Ohio that they

* | are capable of appreciating and sustaining that right. e ,

. Resolved, 15. That there be -appointed by this Convention one man in

~ every county to take the number of voters in his county, to make arrangements
for public meetings, and to see that a fair tax is laid upon and_paid by the people

" for the.support of delegates to their Conventions; and that it be recommended

to every community that-they do what they can to make it obligatory upon every

person who votes for a.delegate, to help defray his expenses.

Resolved, 16. That the delegates be instructed to urge upon the people in
their respective counties the propriety and necessity of forming auxiliaries to the
Colored American League of this State; that, by that means they may secure a
union politically and socially, among the oppressed of the State.

Resolved, 17. That the Convention recommend to our people not to em-
ploy incompetent teachers, nor such as cannot bear examination as district school
teachers, nor such as donot sustain a good moral character.

Resolved, 18. That the merits of the letter of L. W. Miner to J. Mercer
Langston, be considered by this Convention. v -

Resolved, 19. That a committee of onc be appointed to confer with our
friends in regard to obtaining the House of Representatives, in which to hold our
Anti-Slavery meeting ; and further, that D. Jenkius, Esq., constitute said com-
mittee. *

 Resolved, 20. That we recommend to our brethren throughout the State,
the adoption of some plan by which to communicate with each other, and thus
interest all in promoting a more complete system of education—obtaining a more
solid and substantial acknowledgment of our political rights—and such measures
as shall insure more rapidly the social elevation and civil freedom of our peeple.
. Resolved, 21. That the delegates of this convention and others berequest-
ed to circulate in their respective countiesa petition, asking for the abolition of
the remaining laws of the State, making distinction on account of color—and
that this petition be forwarded to the Legislature at its next session.

Resolved, 22. That the Ohio Standard of this City, is worthy the confi-
dence, and that it should receive the encouragement and support cf the colored
citizens of Ohio, and of the Union. :

Resolved; 23. That the Convention petition the Legislature to appoint a
Syperintendent of the colored schools of the State, and that' we recommend W .
H. Day, as the person. ‘ ~ .

- Resolved, 24. That we tender our thanks to the Legislature of last winter, -
for what they did in repealing those odious Black Laws, that existed against us,
and we pray their successors that they wipe out the remnant. s
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HEREAS, The/Methodist Conference of the colored Church has passed silentl
over the subject of American Slavery, and has/by that means’given sanction
to an institution that tram%les on the necks and liberties of three millions of
human beings, and these very beéings have the same hopes and feais, and are
' identified with these men who are saying nothing in behalf of their cause,
.~ by color and suffering, prejudice and wrong; ~and whereas, aecording to
 the words of the exponents of their faith and order, they are -thus silent in
order that they may extend their connection into Slave States, and thus have
power over, and get money from the poor, worn, and:heart broken slave;
in this unchristian and cruel operation, they are keeping the slave from pur-
chasing his liberty, and tightening the chain on his posterity yet unborn;
and whereas they have established a newspaper entitled the Christian Her-
ald, edited by one Rev. A. R. Green, which they deem teo sacred to admit
the subject of human rights in its columns, or they arc too mean, pro-slave-
ry, and time serving, to come up to the work and thus assist in ““loosing the
bands of wjckedness, unloiny the heavy burthens, and letting the oppressed
- go free, and breaking every yokd;”’ and whereas, we believe that this conven-
tion, being the assembled representatives of the colored people of the State,
should speak out against all such monstrous evils; Therefore—

Resolved, That we recommend to the annual Ohio Conference, of colored
people, to pass resolutions defining their position on the subject of slavery; and
we further recommend that they enquire into the conduet of said, A. R. Green, in
prohibiting the discussion of slavery in his paper, and see if he acts in accordarted
with the instructions received at the general conference; and by so doing, they will
show themselves on the side of liderty, and their oppressed and down trodden
brethren. : : :

’ REPORT. :

The committee appointed to devise a plan for establishing a paper in the .
State in behalf of the colored people, having had the same under consideration;
would respectfully report, as follows:— .

That in their juc{)gment, the peculiar condition of the colored people of the
State imperiously demands that wé establish such an organ, that we may talk to
each other, and to the world.

We are brought to this conclusion from the following considerations:—

We are scattered over so large a territory, and while we have increasingly
important interests, we have not a single paper of our own west of New York,
and in those there, we do not consider ourselves properly represented, neither can
we be fully represented in the papers edited at the west by our white friends, for
we have interests peculiar to ourselves. This is our condition. But the estab-
lishment of a paper must depend upon the available means to sustain it. Among
the 25,000 colored personsin the State, there certainly are sufficient to give it a

“handsome support, to say nothing of the thousands of our white friends in the
State, who stand ready to-day to welcome such a periodical. In this connection,

we would not forget the éxpected support of our western brethren, whose inter-
ests, like ours, need to be advocated. ‘ 4 o ,
Your committee would therefore respectfully recommend the adoption of the™

’ J following plan for the establishment and support of a paper:---

| ’ will pledge, if it be neededito support the paper one year.

N

I. To find out from each person present interested, how much he or shﬁg,f

II. "The appointment of a committee of nine from those who pledge n’ionéy,‘l

' the business of which committee shall be to manage the publishing and all the

financial concerns of the paper.
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first number of the paper.

IIL The 1ssumﬂ' ammedxately of a speems, to be cu'c ated oy th e
turers upon the suﬁ'rage question, for subscrlpmans, pa.ya,ble upon the recelpt of the

1V. *Columbus, F ranklin Connty, as the place for i issuing the paper !
V. William H. Day, and Dr. C. H. Lagston, Editors.
VL. .The. prin¢iples of the paper shall be the .advocacy of the rights of
the colored man, urging his liberty, and his moral mental, social and pohtlcal cleva-
tion. , Do
VII. The name, ““Voice of the Oppressed.”’ o '
All which is respectfully submitted. ‘ :
J. M. Laxecsroxy,
Wu. H.Day,
‘Wxu. CopELAND,
Wu. H. Burwsnay,
Davip Jexnkins, -
Gro. . R WirrLLiawms,
Dr. C. H. Lax~csrox, ’

LETTER EROM JUSTIN H'OLLAND.
Cleveland, Ohio, Jan. 5th, 1850.

Gentlemen of the Convention:—Dr. J. McCune Smith delivered an address tothe
‘members of the Legislature of New Y ork, on the subject of removing the proper-
ty qualifications, which applied to colored persons. So great was the array of sta-
tistics and facts, so conclusive were his arguments and deductions, and so success-
fully were they presented, that at the close, the meeting unanimously adopted four
resolutions, the second of which reads as follows.

“Kesolved, That the charge of ignorance which was urged in the convention of
’27, as a reason to deprive a large class of our citizens of the privilegés of the
electne franchise is no longer tolerable; as their advancement in the arts and sci-
ences, in intellectual and moral‘ culture does abundantlv testify.”

It secms to me, that something of this sort woulJ do us good, if propexly car-
ried out. Let us by an ov ezwhdmmo* show of facts, depm'e the trading pol-
iticians of even a decent excuse for further opposing our enfranchisement. Aamn
sirs, the question of our enfranchisement, I think, should be settled by the conven-

~tion to.revise the Constitution. The proposition to submit it, in a separate clause -
to the people, no doubt originated in a desire to escape all odium that might arise
from vindicating a measure that is daily receiving the condemnation of an enlarg-

“ing number of the citizens of the State. Would it not be well. sirs, tosend men
‘well qualified, to that convention—men having aknowledge of our history, fur- -

* nished with amplc statistics of our progress and present condition, to hold meet:
ings between its sessions, and lay before the members of that convention our
claims to political equality? I have but little faith in the honor and justice of the
masses when they come to decide a question like this for us, swayed by their pre-
judices and the exaggeratiqns of designing demagogues..: Therefore I think every
effort should be made to have it settled in the convent‘ox . The future quiet and

‘ pronress of the State require it. , T

' ' : . JUSTIN HHOLLAND.




LETTER FROM H. HURD.
S . Carraacena, Mercer Couxty, . v
Near New Bremen, Avceraize Couxty, Jaw. 1, 1850, ¢ :
Gentlemen of the Convention: There are small hands as well as great onces
which have to do with this subject, [the welfare of the colpred people,] and
among them, you are assembled to deliberate. With me it appears that we should % ’
be deliberative, mild and manly, in our decisions. The opinions of others must be re-?
pected. - Our weapons should be inoffensive and our conclusions impartial,
while we should vigorously prosecute them. We are a part of the citizens of
Ohio, to the number of some twenty thousand, and our condition, though greatly
bettered from what it was, is yet onc of the worst for freemen: though the bur-
then has been removed to some extent ; yet the yoke is not broken. The repeal
of the Black Laws has not removed all our oppressions; yet we must approve of
what is done, and appreciate the privileges we have, by properly enjoying them,
while we petition the Authorities for equal laws in every respect. The enslave-
ment of our colored brethern in the South, and the long oppression of the col-
ored freemen of the North, may have (for reasons which we cannot comprehend!)
induced a portion of those who now form the sovereignty, to draw such a conclu-
sion as they allege, that we cannot rightly exercise the elective franchise or ap-
preciate full political rights ! This may answer as an excuse for them; but, let'it
be so or not; the great strides made, and which are still making, by the oppressed
of all Europe, for Liberty, warn us not to be indolent, while the deep and goad-
ing abuses imposed on three millions of colored Americans in the South, with,
the prejudicial stigma it refleets upon us, imperatively demand of us to arise and
plead our own cause, and prove to the oppressors that they are wrong.  Ibeliéve
that we have the ability, as it 1s our duty, and the mass must help the few who are .
willing to breast the storm. Guided by truth and shielded with facts, we must :
canvass the State and appeal to the philunthropy and calin reason of the people.
Let us appeal to the sense of the Electors of Ohio, and niake known our wants
as citizens ; and their votes will answer the question. Did not God make all
the nations of the carth of one blood? Did not vur Savior declare <*all brethren?”’
Should we be then as one people?  Surely if any person denies these things, he re-
Jects the word of God and gebels against his designs.  Will the Christian professors
-and republicans of Ohio do this?  Thope not; but time will prove the truth. The
Declaration of American Independence heralds to the world: that ““All men are \
‘born free and equal;” and the Constitution 6f Ohio does the same, and farther
proclaims the rights of man.
‘ When we ask for equal political rights, we know that God and Nature are
~with us.  Then let us be honest in our advocaey, calm in our address, and un-
' changeable in our purpose. ' ,

Will anyman of sense pretend to say that the colored freemen of Ohio cannot )
vote for officers as well as the German and Irish emigrants who never read the °
Constitytion or Laws of the State? Can we not excreise our judgnients as cor-
| rectly as nine-tenths of the voters of Ohio? No one with ordinary sagacity can

doubt it.  Weare not to be held in contempt because we are vellow or black, or
because our coftdition may not be in every respect as it should be. Did not God
make our colors? And did not our white brethren cnslave our fathers and moth-
crs, whom they bought and sold like the cattle of the fields? There are men, ap-
parently in respectable standing, who have, through their blind prejudice, con-  ~
cocted a plan, by which they are in hopes. to exile a large number of the colored =
citizens of this country, in the form of colonization. We shauld look upon such men -
as our worst enémies.  For. under a pretonse of friendship for the colored people,
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