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STATE CONVENTION. 

To 'l'IIB PEOPLE o:r THE STATE oF N~:w-YoRK : 

Be it hereby known, that the undersigned· Committee, by the expressed 

wish of tb~ citizens of Troy and Albany, publish and apprize the citizens 

and inhabitants of the State; that a Convention is called and will asse~ble. 

in the city of Albany on the 22d day of July, 1851. 

The paramount object of this Convention is, to assemb~ the disfranchised 

and aggrieved portion of the people of the State of New· York, t,o deliberate 
upon, and ·propose, then and there, the course to be pursued in the future 
and onward prosecution of our interests and rights. 

we are not insensible to the fact that the public mmd had been de9_ply 

arouSed throughout the length and breadth of this great colintry, and that 
those impo~t and agitating questioh.s comprehend and involve our inter-< . ., 

cst.s and the perpetuity of the government. . • 
And most solemnly are we impres~ed with this truth also, that the denial 

of our right& is the overthrow of the rock foundation 'rinciples of the coun· 
try; for the Declaration of Independence, in the· language of the late and 
lamented John .QUincy Adams, recognizes no despotism, monarchial, aristo­

cratic, or democratic', declares that inclividual man is possessed of rights of 
which ~o government can deprive him.. . _ · 

With~t\Us view .and understanding, two great questions pr~nt themselves 

for adjustment; the first of which is the rece11i ~diet enacted and sent forth 

by Oo~gress, callM ·~e "Fugitive folave Law;" and the second in character, · 

'is the coercive and 'ba:rbiuous Colonization Scheme ; either of which ques· 
tiona is charac~rized · with i.r.famy sufficient to libel christianity or sink a 

nation. T~ere a.r~H>ther questions of local and State character that .~emand · 
,, our immediate•attention, yi.J: "the Schooi ·Question ;'? a., system or law of 

the State for the g~eral _ edqcation of all classes of_ ehildr.en, withou't ~- · . 

tinction"or pr~rip4ion. This philanthJ.opic o.n(l. far~~eing law h~. bee» 
suspended ,in ita nltura.l imd defined course, and .l.tundreds 'of' children are. 

thereby vfolently ejected from schoolS, .and this in op~ violation of 'ihe law, 
and fQJ' n~ re~~· ·save that o.t.'God's giving' tht}JD, a··aitferent oolnplexio~ 
from thote in p~wer. ,. · · 
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A second subject for consideration, but first in importance, is the . ".Suf­
frage Question." A special law of the State requires every colored voter to 
he in possession of two huntlred ~nd fifty dollars wort.h· of real estate as a 
qualification. These local and general subjects . reqtilie the people to act 
with promptness, union and energy, to effect the desired ends. 

Therefore, fellow citizens, in consideration of these important subjects, 
howErTe~ remote from the Qapital, ·or. humble and secluded in youl' position, 
w~ ask you, in the... name of humanity, posterity and freedom, to stop and 
consider the importance of your presence a.nd co-operation. . Let it not be 
said that ye are insensible and · dead· to 'all thejnterests and motiv~ that 
stimulate and enhance life ; but come~'Up in ym. sturdy simplicity fro~ the 
·cultivated fields,,from the wo~kshop3, a.nd from ~ll your different av~Uo~, 
and make ope great heart, whoao pulse has the life and force of the .,.hole 
people. Thu8 inseparably bound in in~rests, and s~ding upon the van­
tage ground of the declared pri.nciples of the goveJ1!IIlent, we have nothing 
to fear; "and are doubly armed, -for our cause is just." Look forth upon 
the green and luxuriant ¥lds, the umbrageous·forests, and ~duntains that 
aspire to arrest the sun in his downward effulgence, and t~J} say will you 
foraake these glories and blessings, hearth-stone and r~f-tr~, and delibe­
rately give up 1{)urselves as unworthy of 'these blessing& 1 If not, the!) let 
there he but one expression coming in multiplied force-omnipotent, !>eca~ . 
7e are resolved ; and let it be this : ' ' 

No PaoSORrPTroN-No 8LA:VEs--U NIOI'f> ..... FBBBDO~ .um _ EQy:A~tn l! 

, , 
· , 

WM. P. MciNTYRE; \ 
EDWARD FREEMAN. 
WM. RICI:t, 
C~· EDWARD SETII, 
JIIRt\M JOHNSON. • I 
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PROCEEDINGS. 

Tsuasnu, July 22d, 1801. 
Pul'l!allont to a call, the Convention assembled in the room of the Cou'lof Appeals, · 

.on·tbe morning of the 22d of July, at 9 o'clo~k .. The l'louse was call(ld to order by 
Mr . Stephen Myers, who moved the appointment of Rjchard Wright, Esq., (of 
Alllany, as chairman pro tern., and H'. Hicks, of Catskill, as Secretary protem. 

By invitation, the Rev. E. N . Hall, of Brooklyn, N.Y., addressed the Tl•rone vf . 
Grace. . . . 

On ~otion of Wm. P. Mclnt.yre, of Albany, the call for the Convention was ~ad 
l)y the !=l11cr!)tary, after which the Convention proceeded . to enroll the name~ and 
residc~ce~,of delegates, as follows: · ..:· 

A·lbany.-Stel>hcn My~rs, Wm . P. Mclnlyre 1 HiraJII Johnson, William l:L "Top_p, 
Fr.ancis Dougtl, Charles E. Seth, · \~m. C. Gardiner,.' :Benjp.min Cutler, Richard 
Wright, James P . Johnson, Johu . .S'jlringsteel, Abr'm Johnson, James M. Williams, 

P Henry Johnson, Primus Robioson .,James Youngs, F. Van Vrankeo, Peter Vande- . 
veer, Jacob Ennis .. • · · · ' • 

T?·oy.-Wrn. Rich, Edward H. Bishop, Wm. Jones, Ahraham Stanley, Daniel 
Hall, Loyd.tllasper. 

Cat.kiil.-..Benry l,Iicks, lrf~~rtiu Cross. 
Bro'}lyn'f-Eii N. Hall, Jo~ N. St.ileM. 

r~ While';r, .-H'inry WilliAms. 
lthaca.-Writ ·F. Johnsoi1. . 

#- New .Hat1en, Ct -Arnos G. Beman. ~: 
Mr. C .. E. Seth) of Albany, offered 'the f'nllowiDg ·re~olution, BCconded by Hiram 

Jolu111.0n, Pf Albany . 
Rt80lfled) That all perBOIIS present, who have COffif) from those places where DO 

replar d,~-tlon to the Convention is appointed-:-who concur with the spirjt g! the 
call of said Convention, and are desirous of participating in its proceedhigs, shall, 
by having lb.~ ,name11 enroJled, be co"sider~d as delegates. . · 
~ ~~lu.ilon created a spirited and. protracted discus9ion, which was p4rtlcipa­

ted in by Messrs. Wm. II. Topp, Hiram Johnson, Charles E. Seth, Henry Hicks, 
' . "' . ,Jo~ lJ._ Still, ;wm, .f.· 1\[clntyre, and }thers1 vyben ·after an . ex~r~seion from the 

• C?!lv.eijtJ(>p,;th!',.re~lution wald~cliu:.fl lqst. . · . • 6. . ~ 
~ - . · :After whteh, W. H. Top:14 offered the folfowing ~e~olution, second~'a, . Myen: 

:· . R.~eol1!~~~ 3*~'\ll,.~rw~s pr~nt, whQ are r~lY .~~ ~eved} and ldentl~y 
the distranchlsed, and are desiroiltl o£. pat1iclJW.~im$ in . t~~ · pfoeee9ings of this Co~. 

:v~~H~~~ :~Y,,~~f~f»J~l~ t~~f nlunes! _be ~9~~~~ de~eaat:es· .&fd .u ~cli 
ottler persons, who WIS'Il io paft1c1pate, may do so b_y tiivitaflon from the.Oonvel;lt(ou. 

·~~,~~Jj.~~!}~J~p,,,~~,f1~~~11ti<~~ i ~ --~~~~ll\ ~~ ~'~lution~ .~d ~el~i-e(l 
. • • ' i \- :: . ....;· · ~ ":~·· ' . ; ~ ;"· ·. ; .. :, :-: ; -~>-- - : ,·; ,• !; : . -;' ' -; . ,., ··-· ·. ", . - .-· ":t 
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B)· motion on.rr. S . Myer~, ti.~condt>d l>y !11r. qeth, it waH _ 

ResoltJed, That· a commilt~e of threE' he IIJI)JOinted lo nominatt• perma nent officers 
of tbe Convention. . · ·' · . 

~ ' 
The following gentl~en wne ~tppointe.l uomimltiug committee: C . :E. Seth, 

Francis pouge, aud Stephen Myers; who, upon their return, reported tLo following· 
liB(~... . ' . 

Fo! President, William H. Topp, of All>any . 

F~r Viee-Prosilients, 1\.n. os .. G. Bectiian,· d New-Haven, William Rieh , of Troy, 
and James Morriict William~, of' Albany , l'ecently frolll Coxsackie.. . 

For Sec~et~r~e!I, . Rcv.Henry Hicl,s, of Catskill, Greene Co., and .Cluules E. Seth, 
. Esq., of :Al~an:x; ' . . 

· ~ 
Finance Mcintyre , S. Myers, and F . Donge . 

..- Business Johnson, Stephen·Myers, ·Richard· Wright, Wlililim • 
P . Mcintyre, . Seth, . Hicks, John N.. Still, and Eli rt . Hall. 

, 1 The President ~as cortductt)d to his seat. by Mr. John N. Still, of. B~ooklyn, and 
w. ,~ . Mclnty're, of Ajbany . · ' .. 

F.l'esident .Topi!,, on be'1ng conducted to hiS chair, arosa and addressed the Conven­
tion, in a brief and happy manner, referring to the main objecU! for ~~hich the.Con­
vention was called, and co~c(ti.!kd by hoping that. good order,, harmony, apd dialnt~. 
rested humanity might chiuiM'er~ all ita >deliberations. He resuJDcd hi.r seat 

" ·.amidst the spirited 'lpplause of the Convention. , . ·. ' ~ 
· After which, a motion prevailed, that a committee of. thr~e be app~ w draft 
rules for the'8overlllll~nt . of· the Convention . ' The following ~ntlemen were aj>~ 
pointed: C. E. S~th, Francis Dquge, and John N. Still, who retlrod, and on their 
retUl'n, reported 'the following rulea: · _ . 

. RULES. 

~· Retolt1ed, That each session of the Convention be opened by addr688in~ the 
Throne of Grace . . & 

2. At the time appointed for the assembling of each session of the Conv1iiltibn, the 
President shall take the chair and call the Convention t{) order,. 

3 .. The minutes of the preceding session shall be read at tho opening ot' ."eacb sea-· ·· 
sion, at which time all mi1:Jtllkcs, if there be any, shall be corrected. ' 

4. The President shall decide all questioUB of order subject . to ll.tlappeal <>f the 
Convention . · . ' · ' 

5. All motions and addre~ shall be made to the Prellident, .the member rislng 

trom hia seat. 
6 . All motions, except those. of referenee, shall be submitted ln Writing . 
7. All committees shall be appointed by tlie chair unless otherwise orddted by the .. 

Convention. · ' ; • · "'r·· ' 

8. The previous question sbail always be In order, and nntll decided shall prec11ute 
all am~ndment and debate of the main question, aDd shall be put in thla form, 

"'8\\Ml the m'l\\n que&t\ou. oo now put 1" . 
9. No membenhaU be lntetruprod wliUe speaking exceptwhe~l'~nt of order, wh~n· 

be shaJl i>e eanea to. order b;y or thro11gh the c~r. . 
·. 10. A niql~<n.l to adjo~n ibau alway a be,' hi ~rdm, and_ aball be decided without · " 
debate. · · · · · . · · · ' - ., 

·- . • . : : . · - ~ --- · ~1 1 ~ ( - ~ · _. -~ . ·· -- ~ :... . . ~ . , 

·n:'No member aliall speak more than tWlee oii the same queetlp11; Witb.out \he 
OODien\ or the Convention, nor more than fifteen mlnu~ at~ time·. ' : '~' . r, 
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12. No resolution, exeep't 'Orrefe~ence, sbal,l be offered ·to the C~nvent,ion, &Xcep\ 

it come · thro~gh t~ business committee ; but all·resol~tjo!lB rejectti by the cOm· 
mittee may be presented. directly to the Convention it the m~ker of such-wishes to 

~ .. ' 

do so. _, . :.... · . . · ... ·,. - : 

18. Rule..W em~~ded. Sessions o~ Co~vention! shall eommeil()ll ~t ha~r·paat'~ 
o'clock, A . . l!!., ~ aqi s)lall close at 1 p'Clock, P. M : ; to commence · ~t half-past 2 
o'clock, P. M; 1· andrclose at 6 .P. M. Evening sessiob ~hall..comll:_len(ll) at hal(-put 1 
o'c!gck, and. close at tho d~crction -of_ the Qonvention. ' ,,.. · · · . . · 

I \ ._, • 

On motion o£ Mr'. Mclntyre,'seconded by Mr. Hicks~ the 'repor~ of tqe committee 
on rules was received. The hour for · adjo\ltruner..t haVing arrlved, a motion pre­
''¥ied'Abat they. be laid over for- the con8idera.t'i 'll of · the Conv-cnti.~n at .Its next -se8. 
si,o!_l: - By iDotton, the Convention· ;was ~djOurned until the bo~r of half-past 2 JA.K: 

' :;:'· ~~-)_. ' ~ .. _. _._ ., ... . .. ~ 

~- ~ t.' '"'~ AFTEB.N OON 'SB88IO.tf. 

Tlie COilv~ntion asse}n.'Oled pursuant to adjournment7 P.resident in ttie chalk' . 
Prayer by 'the Rev. Jainea M. Williams .. ~T which the minutes were read and 
appfoved. ·, , . · · 

. -The PIQjent annpunced, as the first business in order, .the rules reported by the 
com'Qlittee 1\. 'the previous session,· which were read b;r the Secretary, and a mptlon 
propOsed, that they be adopted; ·pendin« ,wiP,.cb · Mr. W'llilam P. · Mcintyre made 
80me alight objection "to the ~11th rl,lle, proPosing that ~t be 80 ameqded .. to allow 
members .debating thi,.ty minutes instead of ftftetn, as tlie rule directs.; a, brieNiJ. 
cusaion revealed the merits of the rule, and the question. was taken on the ameild; 
ment.and lost. ' . · • · · ' -;:,. · · • . . . 

. . Mr. Mcintyre also pr.opo8ed ti}at t-he thirteenth rule be so amended, so as tO diteot 
: that the aessions sbaU o~n ~half-past _9 A.M.,, a!ld close at 1 P. M:; and at half. 
; past 2 r. M.; and close at 6 P . M. ; and at half. paSt 7 P. M., and ol~ at the .dil­
creth;fi .or the :conve!itlon. After ·wbleb ·the,quesjon was taken as am;ntled, and 
adop~, Main question was then eaUeiHor,'imd About 1118Cl\llllion the rnlenrere 
declal'ed. adopted. ·· · · · 

·Whereupon Mr; Wm. P . ~clntyre introduced the f~;~llowing resoluttDrl: 
•·e . 

· . Rtrolf)td, ·That all motions or resolutlonsvoled upon ~nd lost, shall not be teel>tded· 
lJPOii the niinnte.~ 'or tli~ Convention; .unli~Sli so ~~~d upon at the tillie. • A brief' 
df!6ffiisr~ !·~~ -anil tbe queStion tab!\, and deelared lost. A rec.esa·or fl'fe 
minutelw'ai. ·grjmted, and ·by. sollcita~loti Mr. Wm. F, Johnson; of It~, (·1Vho' lt 
ma, n'Ot'b\~~ -- t~)'re~rk,· 18_ thtal~y blind,)· favored t~e OonventlonwUba so,fll, 
e~.tled the n F~U~~ Slave:~ Alter whl~~ the bnshie~~~t-eommlttee rettll'iled, Uc1 
reported, a O!lrlilJ ()fi'~891utions, Which repor~-was, by motion of Mr. MyeN!, 'f&COnded 
by H'. H~; tec~tved. q ' · ' - - ~ ·· · · ·• 

~ 

RESOBUTIONS. 

1. . Ruplfl~• 'l'hat the cqlore!¥it~zens and inh~bitants of· the State of New. York · 
wW.pppo,t ·~l)a~ tAAioo_.mpt:eb,eri~ the lntere~ of Uw people; and ,the _welfaro of , 
tM .. @~, -.;.l~o.y.Hegard to col,i;d),ion. _or. C9'eD~fexlop .. :, ., . , . . · • . r 

• .;.11. _., :R«QI''d.·· .t,t~~ tije.~erotae of the .ri"'~:of_fra~ ia a du~ !Dctml'ben\ ~~ 
~~-..~ mfi~PQii ~' ~d ~7! ltojJ,~yerT::vlol!'~io~ gt a tmlfor~ .nu,e ,ot: 

. law:c,Jl~~~ll;;ri&h~~pepp~: · ,,, ".; · · . . · -< ·. · ~ -.i; .. ;';, ~ ·, ·;> 
·~)ltfi!IWtl~. ·~'lllatt.i~•~·:eo~ ... !f}flc~ fd'~,.-~q~ed __ oftc,c:,~erx-, ~e4 

. w.,U.U ~r voter, ia · an _lmpoaltfon In coDI8qutJ19& of it!! prosc11~U-r.&j ,~tf$.~ M!fl 
v 
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umrlee·dlstlnctions, generating contempt for those who are tbus irpposed upon, and 
le&'fiogthem M escape from degradation. · 
~ Re$olud, That for the pu~poses of elevating the rnassef!, a proper system of 

~ucation is' of paramount irnP,~>rtance, and that any system of common or high school 
education, which teaches ·superiority. of races, or creates distinctions based upon 
oetiiplexlonal differences, is oppo~d to the true in._tcrest of ~ll ctp~ by inflating tbe 
~ne With the false notions of their greatness, apd crushing .the-other by such infiu·. 
ences, as teaches· them submiB_!!ion ard infe~iority. . ' . . 

5. !,luqlt~t4, That it is the dirty-of ~very good citizen, and especially every co­
ll)red ~1J!OD.1 to <\iscolintenance, in evey practical way, the' erection or . maintenance 
o(separaw sCihools for colored children. ·f · 

6. , Re~olvecl.;wthB.i we regard the common school law of .this State with the most 
profoUnd ~terest, conceiving it to be a great' means for the' Christi!ln and civil ad- · 
vancementofthe State, in consequence of the uniform character in1ho elucattonof 
all classes of children. , . ' ~,.. ,:·. , 

7. Rq~l:~~ed, That the tru&t.ees or commissioners in usurp~ the "right ' t<i wrest 
this. wholesome 'law in its natural tendency and just course; el{}#bit a 'morbid p~u­
,dice moving in a sphere far beneath the enlightened policy thAt Clothes thcm~th 
liUI.iwd power. 

· A mo~on upon the 110cond reading of the committee's report .prevailed, _that t.hese 
~lutions be taken up by numbers for adoption. ' · 

· Rtaolution lat. wu then called for, rel¥1, and a motion proposed (or adopt.io.D ; 
pe~. w~icb, the _following gentlemen engaged in a spirited distussion: 110118J'S. 
W.m. P . .lldntyre1 Hiram Jo~n, both of Albany, and Mr. Wm. F. Johnson, of 
Toinpkina county, also Mr. Cutler, of Albany . .Afler which tif yeas and nays were · 
caUedlor, and reaoluUon lilt 4ecla..OO adopted. ·. · . ' 

:B!ISOlution .2d waa then~. read and mbmitted to the pleunre of the <Jon~n· 
tion, lt'bicb wa&.hee~J cUacueed by Messrs, Still; of Brooklyn,.Myers, of AJbany, ~d 
1. ·P . . .J,ohnaon, of .Alliany. Questlo~ was then taken, and the 2d resolution adopted. 

IRelolutloD 8d Will -then called for, read, and by motion •BUbmitted .to the pleasure 
ofthe house, which without dtacuyion, was &Jiopted unanimously. .AfOOr ita adoption 
:Mr. A. G. JJeeman, of' New Haven; proPoPe<J. its reoo~ider&tion. A inotiOll being-
st.ateA ~. tba,ce~t, .was overruled by the house. · 

Bcteolution·4.tb. ,wae .~n .kea ~a,.•lld;,. motion Qfl'er.ed ,p.at it be adop,t.ed·t' PPn~· 
htgiWbkh tbetoHowblg ';p~lemen:~ 'm4·wann ancl ·~~ ~P,iqp; 
·~' 'W~J ot All,Je.v,J!.nd Wm• F~ JobJispn, ot1~;9PpoainJ,t.:an,d 'f-!l·,¥.r 
'J!m,.W.t...;p •. Jl~~i,rt, . e, •1en,:P~. 41ballf; ~. H. ~,.ore~, ~~JIJ§! 
h~if9J' ·~el\t . ~:y.in,g aft\vqd, .~ w,o~~;.prevalled ~bat).~ eeiii!Wn,: \)e ~,~· 
~,~,~utet.. p~~on waa r~~· by ll~ .... S~ an4 0\ltl~r op~ ... 
and Hiram .Tohnaoa a~ Myers sustaining. Arter whleh tiui Q!l~filn~ioll.44J911f~ 
untn '1'\-2 P.lf. ' · · 

. . • . Evutxo ·s~ow: 
~The tJnvention ·asaem'Dlect phrau~t to oojou111~ent. Pre.Yer: by t'~1e lt~ ' 1·' 'N .. 

Ball. Mer w~iCh the mihutee' 'ot' t'he' p~ot\8 rieli8ton ~ere' ~ ' and ati'Pt&~: 
fB&j~~~f'~n~ ~:ttae~'~libm;in ·~mer, t~ cioDaideratlc>ll :~rJ\he·tih 

;::1:e~:th:~~a!:4::.e··:~=~~=· 
. it. ~lt~~ilerf~: : .. Jfew•~·~tlien.~~,.,~-
ti~;,~~~~· "'~- '~ '.;; · ' \..)~, <-,;; l l·~( .·.,. 'u·.C >c\ ••'•· .- · ~ • •: '\)' 'f!'C-<'t~<: 

• 
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Resolution 5th was then called, and by ~o~ion.submitted t.o the'bouse, which, with-
out much discussion, was adopted, by Messrs. R. Wri~lit of Albany, W. F. John.son • 
ofltllaca, and J. N, Stills of Brooklyn, dissenting. 

Resolution 6th was read, and a motion. being proposed. for its adoption, the ques­
tion was taken without debate, and unanimously adopted. 

-,. Rqsolutlon 7th was'then taken up,' and by motion submitted to the pleasure of the 
house, whicp resolution created a spirited and lucid debate, in which the following 
gentlemeb freely parti<:ipated: Mr. Richard Wright and Benjamin Cutler opposing 
and•_W. H. Topp, C. E : Seth, S. Myers, Wm; -P . .Mell}tyre and J. W. Williams, 1111~ 
~ng. Pen<J,ing which, a motion' was proposed to adjourn, which was overruled by 
a second m~tion to extend the session fifteen minutes. After a short discussion the 
yeas and nays were called for on resohttiorr"7th, and it was adopted. 

:. Rev. Amos G. Be~man then btrered the foUowing resolution: 
Resolved, That there be a committee appointeq, to report upon the following ques­

tions, viz: three on Colonization, three on Elective Franchise, three on Schools, and 
three on the Fugitive Slave bill. The following gentlemen were appointed: 

C. E. · SETH, A. G. BEEMAN, 
B. F. CUTLER, · , _ J. N. STILL, 
W. C. GARDNER, J.P. JOHNSON, 

Colonization. ,Fugitive Slave Bill. 
WM. H. TOPP, H. JOHNSON, 
S. MYERS, R. WRIGHT, 
E. N. HALL, WM. RICH, 

Sclwols. · SuJfrage Quedion. 
The fifteen minutes extension· of t.be SC9Sion having expired, on motion the Con. 

vention !i<Jjouroed. ~ 

I 

SECdND DAV· . .,· 
WED.liBSDAT ·MeaNI.NG 1 July 28d, 1851. 

'l'he Convention assembled agreeable to adjournment. Preside••· in the chail'. 
Prayer by H: Hl!lb. A.tter which the minutes of the last meeting wero. read and 
approved. The President announced u the ftrst business in Older, the consideration 
ofthe remaining part ot the series of reeolutions .reported by the business committee, 
or the reoonaide.ratlon or reeolutlon 8evenih which was pending at the time of ad­
jourilment. Seve~th reeolution wu then read, and .Mr. Mcintyre arose and snsta~ 
ed ihtft'ei01ution in a very happy' and able manner. He was opposed, however, by 
:M'r;· R; Wright. 1f.r. Hiram Johneon al&<> srisJ:alned the re!IOlutlon in an.eloquent 
aditrea (;j' fourteen minutes, showing the inj~stlce and usurpation of the courSe of 

· those to whom the re&<>lution refers, and hop/d that gentlemen seeing it in the light 
it-bad' ~-rcp~'sented woufd. give that resolutlbri their unanimous and uncompro-
mtslngwpport.- '· · · 

Mr .. J. ~-Still arose al'\d ~ed leave to correct an opinion that grew out -.of a 
re¢arft 'be tnl"4ll ·-yesterday dtiripg the disclfsslon on resolution fifth. He "lrtated 
that he acqui,esced With tbe spirit,a.nd principle of tlte ree.Olutlon, but was compelled . 
·tO dl-nttroih'.tb'e oplrilonll of jenilemen who considered It practicable." The vo~ 
..tiB·therdalren on' the resolution ·and ·<feclai'ed'adojfted~ . .. 
".:A-tthl!t·St&ge·tlle' busfneBli eommittee riiportM'r'eiloiutlons., to wit: 8,' 9, ~01 \l; ~2: 

18/ lf·t 't&·;-tit: By 'tnoti~n'ofllr. Wrlgbt; iOOOnded'by Mr. Hi~kB, the rewnJ1f t~e 
oo!bl111ttt!e 'Wu .. ~~ an<h motfon pretkiltcl tb4n11ey be taken np ilePa.ra\e)y for 
adoption. · · · · · · .< 
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. RESOLUTIONS. 

8. Ruolfled, Tllat we look with the 8ame feelings of abhorrence and contempt 

nQw 88 over upon the scheme of the American Colonization Society in their efl'ort.l to 

expatriate the free colored people of this country, 88 a scheme fraught with lncalcu­
labie evils to U1em as a people, and we record our unalterable proteat1U)d condemnat 
tion against the project, as unjust and impracticable . 

9. Reaolved, That we regard with solemn interest the admonition of Marquis de 
La Fayette in his farewell addreS:I before Congress, li83, and recommend a seriou11 
contemplation of the same to all true Americans. '' May this great monument ralfied ) 
to Uberty sert'e Ill! a lesson to the oppressor and an example to t.he oppressed." 

10. Resolved, That we belie-ve it to be the determined policy and premeditated 
intention of a large· portion of tbe people Of this country to keep us dcba11ed and de­

pendant, making our condition as unhappy and us to appear unworthy, with the 
view of ror(}ing upon us one of two alternatives-emigration or alienation. . 

11 . RtlrNf1ed1 That this Convention views with deep sorrow and regret the many 
evils that. How thl'ougb society from the usc of intoxicating liquors as a common be­
verage, and that it urges upon all in the most earnest manner the importance of dis· 
countenancing intemperance in all praCticable ways. 

12. Rerolt~ed, That it is the duty of t.bis Convention to u1ge aud encourage with 
all their power the· occupation of the Garret Smith grants aa one of the most safe and 
speedy means of alleviating our condition in this state, and also of giving character 
and respectability to our people through the United States. 

13. Rerolt~td, That this Convention appoint a committee of three to investigate 
and report on thhaubject. . 

14. Ruolved, That the delegates will encourage the investigation and report of 
tbla committee in their respective vicinitieM. 4 

15. Reso/.ved, That this Convention recommend as worthy of the patronage and 
important as auxiiiarics in the attaipment of the righU! of the colored 'people, and of 
their moral improvement, the efficient support of the" Impartial Citizen," edited by 
Rev. S. ~. W•ml , in Bosion,_ Mass., a'!d of the" Telegraph," editell and .pub~ 
ill Albany , ~ . t· ., b>! Stephen Myers, ngcnt of the Delavan State Tcmpcr~nce U~on, 

' . ' . . . . . , ' 
and" Frederick Dougla&~' . papei/' published ,nt Rochester, N. Y. . _ . 

Re8olution No.8 was then called for, ·r~d, a~d amotjon,being.stated forJtf.l\\19}}· 
• • • • J • - - ' - • .,/ • ~ - •• • ~ ' • ~ • • 

tlon, Mr. Wru. : F. Johnsonar~se and B1111tAin.e!l.lt elab~ratelf, bu~ Jl#e. &Q:jnt' ~ht 
objections to tho Incongruity' of the term ,,. impractleable." Mr. B. Wright tbpppt 
that this wor4 ~xpressed ~o_ mncl), for with his understanding of th, righi 'ap~ 
tion ot this ~ord it was "practicable'' for ~an to emigrate w all most any part; ~d 
therefore ,he "'Quid perfer as a substitute the word prQJ?OSC~~by Alr, Wm. F. Jo)m. 
84)11 11 contempt~ble . " . . . . . . 

Mr -;Wm. H. Topp sustained the resolution as orlglnal o!Thred, also Mr. M~IntyjJ). 
The amendment was overruled and the question taken on the main resolution, .&Q(l 
adopted, , 

9th resolution Wh then read, and })y motion .submitted to the plCSJU~ 9f the. 
house, The question was then taken wl~out d,ebaw and adopted. . . 
1~· resolution waa ~\ten reJC}, and a ptotJ9.n, pro~d.for .ita a,4opUo~, .~-

which.· ?D. StU.l arose. to . mak~.' ~ .. J~P,~. ~~~'}.o~:p(, itanierita. ,,_.wh. ~. ~:sp~ . . · ..... , 
crea¥ a lengtllf ,an~ splrl~d,4~t~~, :W.4ic;4 ~l}l" ~"'· plQf l~~~,9~DB 
o~(~t~~.d.:!~; ~~tagree~ ln,,ie~~~t.ing ,the.J,l!~Pl~al Wh\$ ~-iqtloq ~J\ 
~t, ~ ;;. .r~, JtJif~~ ·."tj'9~:~~ )'.fX.,.p£.~~8!'! ,fhe g.,~Oil :JfA4, ~~~-
howeYer; ailijl U w~ adopted. · 

~"' ;. 

~-.:1~~!:~;;- :·~;;:.~ty·;i\~\.'~· 'r<:r..:t-~:_; 0·. 
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11th resolution wa~ then read, and by motion submitttm to the pleasure of the 
house. Mr. Wm. F . .Johnson thought that a resolution of this character was. rather 
uncalled for, in consideration of the main object of the Convention. This remark 
aroused the native talents, and latent eloquence of s. Myers, who in II speech of 15 
minutes, detained the convention agreeably, Yeas and nays were "Called for, and the 
resolution declared adopted. 

At this stage, a motion prevailed that the 8th resolution be reconsidered; at which 
point Mr. R . Wright arose and desired to speak, but was objected to, on the ground 
of having twice spoken upon the same question. Whereupon, a motion was enter. 
tained that he be !lllowed five minutes, but by an expression from the house, was 
declared lost. Mr. Wm. H. '.l,'opp then spoke w:th great Interest upon the question 
Mr. C!¢ler, and Mr. Jones, of Troy, each warmly sustaining the resolution . · 

Mr. Mclntyre·said hewould, by permission from the chair, correct what he· coi:· 
oeived to be a wrong impression entertained by some of the delegates, in the us8 

and application of the term "impracticable.'' Mr . lliram Johnson spoke to this. 
effect, upon the reconsideration of the resolution : " That by an unceasing discussion 
of the nefarious American colonization sclwnll', invested the 1mbjcct with an qn­

warfl!,ntable importance, that the practical cfll·ct of the scheme does not ju.;;tify; 
and the love of home in the colored man repudiate~ . Tbcrefore'J, he said " by con· 
stant disc~Jssion of the subject, made it appear feasible to the minds of

1 
mnny of our 

people, when it de!Sbrves nothing mot~ than an expressiou of silent or sofercign COL· 

tempt." Therefore he rt·coinruended that to remove the shadow of the ~ctica. 
bility of this unchristian scheme , it wn s on'ly ncce!{SIIry to engage in the busi~~ pur-
suit.<! of the day." _ 

Hour to adjourn haYing arriYed , Conl'ention adjoumcd until half-piiSt 2 P. M. " 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Convention assembled as p~;r adjournment. President en lied tbc house to order, 
and by invitation, the Re1•. 1'. Vandivere addressed the Throne of Grace. Minutes 
ot'the morniug session were read ur:d apptoYed. 

The President anuouuCC<l t.ltut· the busit•e~s tlr:;t. in order was the resol~tion 1st, as 

pending when t.he mcrning ~;es~lon adjourned. :Mr . Hicks hoped the question would 
be taken on this resolution wil·hout further discufsion , fbr he was' of the opinion that 
to argue it, was to attach importance to it. Mr. ~yers, and Wm. 'F. Johnson, how· 
ever, thought to the contrary . Mr . Still said the subject of colonlz~tion was in • • 
creUlng hi interellf In his -ticinitr, and referrPd to a communication published In the 
N.Y. Tribnbe, by Augustus Washington, which arti<!le '~as justly censured by ·the 
Convention. The question was then taken, and the resolution adopted . . 

The 12th reiolutfoii was then called for, and read, and by motion, submftted to 
the pleasure of.thtf Oo~ventlon. Mr. Still su!ltoined this resolution lucidly, and 
witho~t further dtsC~Ion, by an expre~ion of the house, it wag ndopt~d unani. 
mowily: • - . . • ' . 

TJ:l~ l8th resoh.ition WtUi read, and by motion, submittc~ to the house. Upon. 
wlllcb, Mr. M~lntyre enquired the dutY. ·of the committee r~ferred to in resolutlona 
12 andlB. After a 8atisfactory ~xplanation given by J. N. Still,' the question was 

ta~e,':l1 ,aJld i~ w~ ~eclared a~opt~, -. , ' , 
J . N. Still, Hiram Johnson, and Henry llickt~, 

· Committee r-eferred to in ruolvtion 18th.' 

- · . .. 
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Resolution 14th read, and a motlon being proposed, was adopted with"Out debate. 
Tbe business committee reported a resolution 'recommending the investJnent of 

monies in public stocks, as being feasible, safe, and promising much towards ' the 
amelioration of the condition of the colored people. After a protracted and ,spirited 
debate upon the preamble that preceded the resolution, as well ns the resolution, a 
motion was offered and carried to the efl'ecl, that the resolution be returned ·to the 
committee for their further consideration of Its merits, and report again . 

On motion, a recess of five minutes was granted. During tbisshortinterval, Wm. 
F. Johnson sang, by invitation, an anti-slavery 80ng, at the conclusion of which , 
Kr. E. Edward Seth, in accordance with a previous notice be gave to the Conven­
tion during the morning IIC88ion, reported elaborately in behalf of the committee on 
coloniZI\ti?.. . }Je also availed himself of the opportunity to proclaim his dlt!eent in 
toto tror ~e opinions oflome of the gentlemen advanced this rooming, during · the 
debate on the eolonizo.tiop resolntioll-()f treating the subject 11ith "silence ," stu. 
died silence. · "Why," he a~~ked, "should we treat it with &ilcnce any more than 
we would Bla"ery !" On motion of Mr . Ste,~Lhen Mycrtl, the report was accepted . 
After thTnltng, forcible, and eloquent speeches from .Messrs. Myers and William H . 
Topp, of Albany, and Wm . T. Johnson, of Ithaca, commendatory of the report, tht> 

question on its adoption was called for, and carried unanimously, to be printed 'n 

full , in the proceedings of the Convention : _ , . 
The committee on finance lif\ed a collection, and report the result of $1.25. 
A motion wo.s then olfered by Mr. Mcintyre, seconded by S. Myers, that the final 

adjournment of the Convention shall take place on Thursday anernoon, at 4 o'clock . 
Carried. 

On motion, the Convention adjourned. 

EvEJilliO SasaJOJil . 

The ConventioD assembled as ~r adjou~ment, prealdents in the chain. Pnyer 
oy Rev. E. N. Hall. Mlnutes of the prevloua seseion read and adopted; after which 
Xr. Hiram Johnson arose and reported ~n bebal& of the committee on the Suft"rage 
question. A motion then prevailed ~bat the report be received; alio1 on a motion 
bolug propoeed.Jor he .adoption, upon st&tlug tbe queation, :Mr. Wm~, F. Jolmlon 
&role &lld luat&loed Ute report In a moat lucid and ar£um8JltaUve &ddreta ot tlfteen 
QliDutAta. _..\&r'wbiob ijJe- queation was taken tor tAe adopticm of tho repon u4lt 
""' 01111ed unanfmo~y. 

A.l!!t*'-i,~ ._ wN b:Jtfocluced, from Juntu.e C. Jlol'ell, Blq.~ ofUrOQklyn, 
L.l.' 4114 -~ ~ *'" ~UdieuQe or the Convention j aUo olli.troln )lr. A. Tllliamai 
ofSatem,....._,~~-~'~lletU~. A,J\erwhich, .J. J(, .Stlll, ~-, re~Jn. 
~ot the co~ QJl ~- F~tlve Slave blU. 4 moUo)l p~~ ~l'e· 
port be reqeived; aJic) a mo~ion beJDg Ita~ for itt adoption, Jf.r• StU).~ ~-IUP. 
pomd -~ «~PQti in a brief ~ intereat.bls aM.re. ot r~~,Jlbl~. · Jlr• C. 
E. Seth, aliO in a very f'eellng.manner auatalaed the relllarb ~t ifr. Sim,~ ~pi. 
Died -~th -~ .~~~ of anee.n· IJllnlJ~, COJ,\de~ry Ot ~ F,~Ye 
S!ate enactment, , ~r~ 'f1. :r~~olmlon auiWned_ the rep~ .In ~~.e~ue_,t~ 
oft~7 Dlbui~i &(l.e~ ,w.bJcb~,CJ~On '!"taken o~ {ta aclovtl~p,1Nld,l~ ~ .0 
declared u1Wlbnou.iy. · ·· · • · · ~- · · . · · . · · ·. 

. Jlr .. ~ Job.DioD then repoJ1«l, ln ~lf ortbe,'bUiineli ~~ t'tie toilOW: 
i»aretOlut\os. :-.. ., · · · · · .· ; .• · • 

" . ~ . ~ . ....... \ 
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Rtsolved, That there be a committee of three appointed to draw up a petition, . : 
signed by the officers of this Convention, and submitted to tha Governor of the State, 
with 'a request that he transmit the same to the Legislature, to so amend the 9onstl- · 
tution of the State of New-York as to extend equal suffrage to colored men. 

It was VQted that this resolution be received , and on tpe question being stated for 
its adoption. Mr. Hicks proposes! that it be so-amended so as to read, send it to the 
Legislature, instead of the GoYernor. This proposition created a lengthr debate, 
in which the following gentle!llen freely participated: Messrs. Mcintyre, Myora, Seth, 
Joa1111 and W. F. Johnson, each sustaining their parts with great credit and good 
feeling,'. Mr. Mcintyre and Mr. Hiram Johnson sustained the resolutionaa reported, 
and the other sentlemen aa amended. After which the question was taken on the 
amendment and loat . 

.Mr. Topp begged leave to renew the amendment, arid ·by motion his proposition 
wu entertainlfd. Mr. Topp llhowed clearly his re&sQila for repeating this amendment; 

• he believed auch a courae to be without a prccewm\, to aend a petition to the Go.er-
nor for hlm to bet.r .to the Legialature, and feared that adopting auch a reaolutlon 
would ell'.cite ridicwe. Without further dlacU88ion the question waa taken on the 
amendment to the •un~ndment, and declared adopted: reading thus, That there be a 
committee of three api)olnted to draw up a petition aigned by the officers of thia ()on. 

ventlon, and BQbmit'ted.,tO the Legillatur.e of this State with a request tha\ they 10 

amend the Conatitu'tion, &c .. &c. &c. &c. Main queation was then taken and the re­
aolution qeclar~d adopted. 

' ' ~ ~ WM. P. MciNTYRE1 

J. N. STILL, 
'· H. HICKS, 

~~ ~ Commit I•~ on, P.etitiOn. 
At this atage the fl.nance COI.Jlmittee lifted the collection and reported u the result 

the sum of $2.11: A -motion to adj~urn prevailed, to meet Thursday morning 9 
o'clock. 

The Convention adJourned harmoniously. 

THIRD DAY. 

Tuoaao.u Moaxu•o Ssa1ox, Jt.ly WA . . ' 
The- Convvntion uaombled as per adjournment; the houae wae called to order bf 

Vice-Pre&dent WUliama. Prayer by Vice-President ReY. A. G. Beeman. Minutes 
of the previous 11888ion read and adopted. After which Mr. J. N. Still mOved tbat 
te&Ohttlon lOth be reconeldered. This reiiOlution aimod ~t the refutation of a libel 
pabl.i.!h~ in the Expreal of N. Y., a~d republllhed in tbe Expresi of Alba.ny, reflect­
lng, u~on·t)Je in~hnd .toclal character ~fthe ci>lored people. Tbiareaolutloncalled 
OUh Warm and elaborate dl!cuailon, M:r, Seth II hoped that the ConVetttlOD Woa}d 
give-aite11tlon to t}le obecrvatlo~ of Xr. Stlll, lJi re(\!reoee to the Ubelloua commu­
Dloatlon rereried to, f9r; tfld he I thla Convention ah~uld give it iti,.Juat and merited 
rebU,e." J(r. J(cJntm !'thought the beat method of rebuke would be to treat tt 
witb ailent contetnpt, and·h~ -ho~ the Convention would not oonaume time In dla­
cUa.lua itJ whi)e ~ere were -JD&~ of sreater moaent that claimed the cona,id.ltratiOD 
of thebouee1in.view of ita ftnal adjournment at the hour of4 P. •·" Jlr. W~ .F. 
:f~hnton '1 tholflht th&L ~nee up"o-n t~t subject woJl}d tend to co~pn apdltmtJ*hen · 
the prejudicol of tboae who are reatly ignorant of the .condition of the colored people 

. -



" 

14 

in the cities, &.c .; he would therefore give it an elaborate consideration." Mr. My­
ers aL'IO sustained the remarks of Mr . Johnson, and pertinently referred to a number 
of circumstances, that would inevitably refute the communication in the Express . 
Mr . Hicks moved that the resolution be laid O>er, and all further debate relating to 
it, until the hour of half past 2 o'clock, r. •· The question was taken, and the reso­
lution was laid over. 

Mr. Topp ~ve notice that the committee on Schools a.nd Education W1l8 ready to 
report. ·He (Mr. Topp) then ~ported in behalf of the committee. h wa8 voted 
that the report he received. On a motion being propo!!ed that the report he adopted, 
Mr. Topp gave an interesting narrative of the principles and conditiOn of the Mc­
Grawville College., which was recommended in the report as worthy the pa.tronage 
of all the friends of equality, and especially the colored people. Alao Mr. W. F . 
Johnson warmly re<:om.mended that institution as being all that it prof- to he, tp 
all intents and pnrpo!!Cs, and he could cheerfully endoroe the sentiments of the gen­
tlemen (Mr. Topp) in commending it to the Jl4tt'onage of the colored people. The 
question was then taken on the adoption of the report, and carried. 

Mr. W. P. Mclctyre gave notice that he was ready to report in behalf of the com­
mittee appointed to draft a pet!J.ion to the Legislature. He then came forward ~nd 
reported ; and a motion preJ!flled that the report be received ; and on motion the 
re)lQI't waa unanimoWIIy adopted. 

Mr. Hicks moved that the Convention take a rece119 of thirty minutes, at the boor 
of 12 ; carried. · 

Rev. A. G. Beeman .then moved that the rule he sll!pendeol for the time being, 
which relates to the report of resolutions through the busine1!9 committee ; carried . 
Mr. Still then by re~S<>Iution, made reference to the Gerrit Smith's lands. Ho11r of 
recess having arrived, the Convention was suspended until 12 1-2. 

THURSDAY 1 half-past 12 P . )(. 
The Convention reassembled as per •uspenaion. Mr. Still resumed bJa r:emarkll on 

the Smith grants in a bapgy manner, showing why the colored people ahonld occupy 
them, which drew-o~t remarks from several gentlemen, among which was Mr. Mc­
Intyre; W. F. Johnson and others . President Topp then gave notice that the bout , 
bad arrived to comider the suspended resolution, to wit, resolution lltb. After· a 
bri~f but spirited discussion on this subject, the resolution was declared ad~~~ . 

llr. J. N. Still offered the following resolution, which was entertained ~Y. t~~ : 
Rtiol.,ed, That upon the colored peQple depends, under G<fd, th~ imports11t 'duty 

o( preserving the Christian church from idolatry, and the entire people .ftOin iilftdel-
ltt, and the republic i'rom destruction. , 

l(r. Cotler said .be could not go for thfs resolut,ion, _indeed be W&s oppo!!ed to ii 
all tOgether; be could not see the propriety of' introducing It in this Co~vention ; 
the subject to which it relates 'seems "begged;" besides thl>.t, the P~nventiolf had 
not time to CQnslder such gnve subjects at this tin'>e. . . 
· :irr. Hicks observed that if be was sure 'the discussion upon .thiS reeolutl~n would 

erid herc, 'he would reserve' biB remarks; but he saw a disPosition to exte~ the dis­
ct$slon, an'd h6 fenred to ~e overthrow 0~ the resolution , ~nd disrespect to tlie prlu­
clplc involved; be could not agree with Mr. Cutler, ..that t-he Convention baa not 
timlrtO'ei>nslder thUi "grave B!lbject," for in his opinion, ·if'the Convention bad not 
tiine'1io OODsio:iel" a subject of such vital intereSt to the people of color, as that of 

. guanlli!g·:i'bem l'tom -iln!pticl8111 or in8dellty, or .in other words, saVing tnen's'IOnls, 
:, ·, ·'·1 

. . 
...... 
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he waa at & IO&S to determine what they bad time to collliider . He hoped this reeo-

lution would pallS with an overwhelming vote . 
)(r. W. F. Johnson said be felt pained to bear gentlemen on this floor argue u 

did J4r. CuLler; · if the gentleman could not see the merits of this resol11tion-if be 
could not appreciate its spirit, be most say he deeply syrnp&thised with him, for be 
feared be was b<irder,jDg to one of the principles which threJ\telll' the destru~ton of 

too church and people. 
J4r. :Mcintyre said be regretted the necessity of de~ the Convention at t.hi8 

late stage, but be felt called upon to spcak,even at the expense of being classed with 
:Mr. CuLler, who. has so warmly opposed the pa.ssage bl"this resolution . He would 
enquire if we would not be arrogating too much to the colored people, by endorsing 
the sentiments of that resolution; he thought we di-:1, and lje hoped before gentlemen 

• voted on it, they would calmly consider whilt the resolution &SSiliileB. . 

Hr. Topp said the resolution met his approbation at once , and experience and 
observation combined to convince him that there wa5 more truth than fiction in the 

resolution. He therefore bopeq i~ woJ\d be adopted . 
:Mr. Hall said be saw clearly the providence of God in presc~ving t,he religion of 

l.:sws Christ pure among his persecuted people, and those very persecutions were & 

. means to that end. ' 
The q1Je8tion WRS then .taken on the resolution, and declared adopted . · 
At this period, the committee reported . thr9ugh Mr . Hiram J obnsoe, a series of 

reaolutiom, towit: Nos. 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23. A motion prevailed ihat 
too report be received ; and also it was voted, that they be talren up by numbers for 

ad'opttoe. 
At this point, the .finance committee raised tbe collection, and reported 87 cents. 

Resolution 16th was then called for and read as follows : . · . 
Ruolt~ed, That we recommend to all coloraC. voters to cast their votes and to 

wield their ~liticallnf!oence in favor of tb'ose men who in their public COilrse ba~e 
gnen the best proof of being in fb.vo,r of universal and impartial freedom. Question 

taken, and it was declared adOpted. 
Relolntion 17th wa.s called for and read as follows : 
Ruol~td, That there be a State Central Committee of nine appoinwd , whose dnty 

it shall be to can a Slate Conventio!l at such time and place as they shall judge ex­

pedient. Question taken and declared adopted . 
9 Sttlte Centr~>l Committte . 

W. H . Topp, S. Myers, Albany; Wm. F . Johnson, Ithaca, Tompkins co,; Wm. 
Mcintyre, Albany; H. Hicks, Catsllill, Greene. co, ; Wm. Rich, Troy; Lliram John­
son, Alb&Dy; George Weir, Jr., Buffalo; Cbarle8 B. Ray , New-York . 

}Wsolntion isth wa,;. amended to read as IOUows : 
R..olt>ed, That W .. H . 'Popp, C. E . Seth and H. Hicks bC a committee to pub!iAb 

the doings of t.hi8 Convimti<>n , and "are hereby authorised to collect the ~ 
nieaua, and that W. P. l'llc.ho.tyre and J. P. Johnson be added to the committee for 
the purpoee of 10licitiog funds, said commi;tee to furnish each member of the Legis-

lature with a copy 'at its ·nex'. oesBion. Adopt<!d. , 
19. Ruol.,ed, That this Convention return hearty thanks to the Governor and 

Trustees of the Capitol for the w:e of the same for the sitting of this Convention. 

C&rried. · 
20. Rtaol'D<d

1 
That this Convention returntbanka -to Mr. Jenkins , the Superin­

tendent ot the Capitol, for the polithess and a¥elltion be ha• shown to the memben 

of W. Convention . Carried . 
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in the cities, &.c .; he would therefore give it an elaborate consideration." Mr. My­
ers aL'IO sustained the remarks of Mr . Johnson, and pertinently referred to a number 
of circumstances, that would inevitably refute the communication in the Express . 
Mr . Hicks moved that the resolution be laid O>er, and all further debate relating to 
it, until the hour of half past 2 o'clock, r. •· The question was taken, and the reso­
lution was laid over. 

Mr. Topp ~ve notice that the committee on Schools a.nd Education W1l8 ready to 
report. ·He (Mr. Topp) then ~ported in behalf of the committee. h wa8 voted 
that the report he received. On a motion being propo!!ed that the report he adopted, 
Mr. Topp gave an interesting narrative of the principles and conditiOn of the Mc­
Grawville College., which was recommended in the report as worthy the pa.tronage 
of all the friends of equality, and especially the colored people. Alao Mr. W. F . 
Johnson warmly re<:om.mended that institution as being all that it prof- to he, tp 
all intents and pnrpo!!Cs, and he could cheerfully endoroe the sentiments of the gen­
tlemen (Mr. Topp) in commending it to the Jl4tt'onage of the colored people. The 
question was then taken on the adoption of the report, and carried. 
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not time to CQnslder such gnve subjects at this tin'>e. . . 
· :irr. Hicks observed that if be was sure 'the discussion upon .thiS reeolutl~n would 

erid herc, 'he would reserve' biB remarks; but he saw a disPosition to exte~ the dis­
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. guanlli!g·:i'bem l'tom -iln!pticl8111 or in8dellty, or .in other words, saVing tnen's'IOnls, 
:, ·, ·'·1 
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he waa at & IO&S to determine what they bad time to collliider . He hoped this reeo-

lution would pallS with an overwhelming vote . 
)(r. W. F. Johnson said be felt pained to bear gentlemen on this floor argue u 

did J4r. CuLler; · if the gentleman could not see the merits of this resol11tion-if be 
could not appreciate its spirit, be most say he deeply syrnp&thised with him, for be 
feared be was b<irder,jDg to one of the principles which threJ\telll' the destru~ton of 

too church and people. 
J4r. :Mcintyre said be regretted the necessity of de~ the Convention at t.hi8 

late stage, but be felt called upon to spcak,even at the expense of being classed with 
:Mr. CuLler, who. has so warmly opposed the pa.ssage bl"this resolution . He would 
enquire if we would not be arrogating too much to the colored people, by endorsing 
the sentiments of that resolution; he thought we di-:1, and lje hoped before gentlemen 

• voted on it, they would calmly consider whilt the resolution &SSiliileB. . 

Hr. Topp said the resolution met his approbation at once , and experience and 
observation combined to convince him that there wa5 more truth than fiction in the 

resolution. He therefore bopeq i~ woJ\d be adopted . 
:Mr. Hall said be saw clearly the providence of God in presc~ving t,he religion of 

l.:sws Christ pure among his persecuted people, and those very persecutions were & 

. means to that end. ' 
The q1Je8tion WRS then .taken on the resolution, and declared adopted . · 
At this period, the committee reported . thr9ugh Mr . Hiram J obnsoe, a series of 

reaolutiom, towit: Nos. 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23. A motion prevailed ihat 
too report be received ; and also it was voted, that they be talren up by numbers for 

ad'opttoe. 
At this point, the .finance committee raised tbe collection, and reported 87 cents. 

Resolution 16th was then called for and read as follows : . · . 
Ruolt~ed, That we recommend to all coloraC. voters to cast their votes and to 

wield their ~liticallnf!oence in favor of tb'ose men who in their public COilrse ba~e 
gnen the best proof of being in fb.vo,r of universal and impartial freedom. Question 

taken, and it was declared adOpted. 
Relolntion 17th wa.s called for and read as follows : 
Ruol~td, That there be a State Central Committee of nine appoinwd , whose dnty 

it shall be to can a Slate Conventio!l at such time and place as they shall judge ex­

pedient. Question taken and declared adopted . 
9 Sttlte Centr~>l Committte . 

W. H . Topp, S. Myers, Albany; Wm. F . Johnson, Ithaca, Tompkins co,; Wm. 
Mcintyre, Albany; H. Hicks, Catsllill, Greene. co, ; Wm. Rich, Troy; Lliram John­
son, Alb&Dy; George Weir, Jr., Buffalo; Cbarle8 B. Ray , New-York . 

}Wsolntion isth wa,;. amended to read as IOUows : 
R..olt>ed, That W .. H . 'Popp, C. E . Seth and H. Hicks bC a committee to pub!iAb 

the doings of t.hi8 Convimti<>n , and "are hereby authorised to collect the ~ 
nieaua, and that W. P. l'llc.ho.tyre and J. P. Johnson be added to the committee for 
the purpoee of 10licitiog funds, said commi;tee to furnish each member of the Legis-

lature with a copy 'at its ·nex'. oesBion. Adopt<!d. , 
19. Ruol.,ed, That this Convention return hearty thanks to the Governor and 

Trustees of the Capitol for the w:e of the same for the sitting of this Convention. 

C&rried. · 
20. Rtaol'D<d

1 
That this Convention returntbanka -to Mr. Jenkins , the Superin­

tendent ot the Capitol, for the polithess and a¥elltion be ha• shown to the memben 

of W. Convention . Carried . 
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21. RuolfJed, That we the delegates ten'der odT tilaw to the President of · this · 
Convention for the able, dignified and impartial lilanner in which be-bas preSided 
<>Ver its deliberatioll8. Cartied. . ._ 

22. Ruolt>ed, That a vote of the thanks of t.liie Con~e.ntion be pi'C8ellted· to·tbe 
Secretaries, Mr. Seth and Hick!!, for their valuable .services during tbe sitting of the 
Convention. Question takell' ·snd carried 

A~is j~ncture the co~mittee on finance reported as fo,Hows : , · "' 
Rece1ved ·by collecttons, .. ,..... . ......... ..... . . .. . .. . .. .. .. . $5 91 

Paid for circulars, ....... .. : ........ .... . .. ...... .... ..... ... $2 25 
Paid for sllationery, .. . . .... . ' ... ...... .. :.. . .. . . .. . .. . . .. . . .. 38 
Paid for ·~ge, .. ...... ... .. . ............... ...... . ; . .. .. . 1'.00 
Ps!d for ,8Weeping hal\ / . ....... . . .' ... ... .... .. ........... . ; l 2S 

•sa 
B&lance on ha!Jtl, ..... ... . .. . ..... ..... .... . ........ . . · ·sr 03 

W. P. MCINTYRE, 
F. H. DOUGE, 
S MYERS. 

Fillarice C~u. 
,. ! , 

·A motion pre'Ailed that the balance in 1be bands of the committee of IIDIIDce be 
pald to the publishing committee. A motion prevailed that the n:ilnute8 be read, 
which wa8 complied with, and by m~ion adopted. After which it WM reaofved that 
the Convention adjourn siDe die. The Convention wu adjourned b7 linglng .. tbe 

doxologJ "Praiae ~ flCm whom," &c., and by prayer from the Rev.:E. N. Ball, . 
and then dismissed in the mOlt harm oDious lllamler ·. 

. Signed, • W. H. TOPP, 

.fl&a,.y, J..Zy 24th, 18-SJ 

,. 

1.-:"" ' ~,:,.¥. 
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Pruitkni . 
A. G. BEhAN, 

• W. RICH, 
' J. W. WILI.IA¥S,. 

P'i«Pi-~ •. 
c. E. SETH, ' . 
H. HICKS, , 

&cretcniu .. 

• 

.. 

REP 0 R T O·N C 0 I. 0 N I Z A T 1 0 N. 

The advancement which the Colonization Society has made in Ja.te ye&n~, 
1.hough lw.ud passibltS mquis, through bequeathed legacie~~, through life 
colltributions, and through the strenous efforts of collective bodies, provE!~! 

eonehuively;,,~ough· not ala.rmi~ly, the bold it ha~ gained on the publie 

mind; aod of the paramount neces~ity of our calling the -attention not only_ 

of the 6:ee colored people of this State, but of every state in the union where 

t.bey caa act individually, and collectively; to the detriment and dis.."Omfit~ 
of the institution. 
, _. In the foi'III&ti.on of this ~ocicty; in the earlieot period of it~ exitotcn(:e, 

when ~ principles, and object of ita organization a,nd g.,vemment were 

PfOIIlulgated, when its Proudfit~, its &eha.ns.n~, its Ashmnn8, its Clays, it. 
Cressons, its Gurleys, its Pinneys, and a hO!'t of othel"!' were -;ent into the 

field as pionee~, a.<! Governors, a~ Lecturer;;, M Orator.<J, and a.s Presidents, 

llllder the ·pretext as. we know, and a..~ we ever haYe and stilt believe, of 

ameliorating the condition of the colored people--of promoting their general 

welfare; : by striving to send the nomina II y free portton of them to Liberia ; 

but whose• !Ole purpose in fact Will', and i~ !'till, the accomplishment of a 
"'happy riddaooe" of us, from this our native l&nd, to be tran~ported t{) th.:-

/[~··~of Afriea. , . 
This p+t for our removal. whi•k-ale and retail, created in t.he mind 

aDd heart·'Of every man- aod wouun of n~, a bitter contempt, and animosity 

toward 'sucll an institution, and all tho-.:· who associated thcmsclvC" with it. 

'The deme was derided aod mocked and repelled by the peopk 'of color 

aad ~friends, at every l!tep diligently for a SOOI!OD, until, in the ~~lind~> 

of eome; the sueoess of snob an object seemed too impo;<siblc to l;ive ·caa.'le 

for 'lillY real apprehenmon of its working evil in the futnre ~ and the pwple 

appear to have' ftilded their a.rtns, and cortsigned their hitherto 288idr.ou.• 
opposition &o:tM keeping of a "masterly inactieit!',"' tacitly wat<'hing t.ht> 

~ts of· these pretended phila.nthropi~. 
· . But in the progrest' of time; through the diligent :md 11nremitting c!Iorllt 

IIIICltDDtiring WI . of' the colonizationilits ·fer the !iucce!ls of their "darling 

~'hre ·find . at this etage of t.he ~y't>- em~ce, of lD01'e ..t.han a 

~ of a century, a reeoscitaQ.on ofc'life, ·sti,ll vigorolltl ; still gorowilig ; 

2 
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"'happy riddaooe" of us, from this our native l&nd, to be tran~ported t{) th.:-

/[~··~of Afriea. , . 
This p+t for our removal. whi•k-ale and retail, created in t.he mind 

aDd heart·'Of every man- aod wouun of n~, a bitter contempt, and animosity 

toward 'sucll an institution, and all tho-.:· who associated thcmsclvC" with it. 

'The deme was derided aod mocked and repelled by the peopk 'of color 

aad ~friends, at every l!tep diligently for a SOOI!OD, until, in the ~~lind~> 

of eome; the sueoess of snob an object seemed too impo;<siblc to l;ive ·caa.'le 
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strengthening in its strength ; &ecumulating in n~mbers; gaining m re­

I!Olll'OOS; and with a ~pirit (}f doten;Jination to effect the desire of its purpo­
ses, if poesible, in the end. . To facilitate the completion of this wark; the 
"powers that be" have been invoked to engage in the mean calling-:-& 

ea.Iling adverse w t:he wishes and dispositions of nine hundred and ninety~ 
nine colt>red pcr:l{)ns out of evury tht>u.sand ; of urging them by · gaudy pie-

( 

tures, to seck a new horne in a foreign land, no more peculiar to their I 
1

1 
natures, (and assuredly repugnn.nt to their iuclinat!ons~ ) than it is adapted 

to any other portion of the American people. or the European nations. · 

The ides. tha.t that country (Africa,) is more fitting to the oonstifution>&f 
~ colorOO. Amerit.-azl, than to the white American, is nothing iess, ~ 
more than sheer hyp<~the.~is. What human invention, what logie, can 0011'­

trovert the immut.able laws of nativity. 
. I . 

Through the will of an all-wise Providen(JI) we were born m this country ; 
co~quendy by virtue of that birth, this is our COIJDt~y. and the. only oiJe 
we claim 38 our own, and is in every respect suited to our natures wholly. · 

That oo the color of a m&n, o~ of a nation, depends the 'ci"l"iiiution 'Snd 

evao.gelization of the sall!e, is not only absurd but libello118· of reason;· · ·' 
Not African complexion, or the-desoendan~ ·of Africa alone, but through 

the hazard of acclimation, foreigners of a!f complexions may, out· of-the 1111• 

hewn n1a.t.eria.l of the native intellect, by the process of ei}~ .ed~ 
tion and eva.ogelization, based upon God's laws-the preceps;,~d. praotiae 

of his religjcm;-oot man's, work o11t tl!a.t country's ultim»e ~· ad 
Mlva~ fr~ ignorance, lldld place her on the road to, nittii>ll3!.-emin.~ ·•.• 

An,d we avail ourseh:es of the t:<Jn•·cuience here, to ~r.t ihat. .ili ill_. 
from ,any feeling of malignance, in the ;lightest .de~ w~er, to~~ 
Africa, and her rescue from darkness aud ohli,·ion, or,any otheJ_ ~,at' 
heatheuism and idolatry, (although the Liberia~ have _sugges~.infa­
lnO!l<' offers! to .this govex:nmentin their eagemei!S to be ~nally<reeagaisecl., 
and which we sl!a.ll allude t.o in the conciusipll of. this rep<~rt,) .thM wN. de, 

n_ounce the American Ct~l,pnization 8Clteme ; .bu.t from the ~. notwi&hstaDd­
ing it OSteiii!ibly bears upon its fuee a kind of p~throphJ; auqh,-~ 
deep phi.l&nthrophy that we spuru-that ~ pri.mury and e~, qb~ is 
olu- complete removal to Africa, wi~hout the expressed applicat;lon ~~ 
em&Dating from. the intelligent colored peo.ple directly, th4l11181llV4!!1, _, · ··''H•· 
/Then· ~hj shonld they assume a reeponaibility, lllliDOQted ·all!l ~ 

, ized by those whom ii is cai~ to aiFec~ injutiously,.; a seileale~QU 
lli:ISenc;ofw.Aiolrissopalpab!Ja,w:rQDg,!llld,so~ticable,~t~ili!A~ 
be acc6·~~ .TI!e .ifltepjg~ ... ~ 3pirn.of. hu~ty, .~:tPt9 1·., 
~~at of .~.,l!g!l .ia, li\.teue tQ. i~ l~js folly'a,foil., :&o,wge .:Mi,~ 
is ·mnnn.;;... •to '-'Onte.IQ~I-A i+a lJUCIJell&, • • , ... •. ' . ~ • .,; ,,, ;,•.) •·'i'l<<'f> ~ . , ~.r,-111"' ~~ · " · ~· . . ' ' 
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... !>-nd to,~ us ~ 'we eaunot rille to a standa.rd of high, moral, soc.iAl, and 
ill~ual eiet:atiou .wi'Ul the white IliAD of this co~try. throws no damper 
0~9 fiV,d our all exerlions._ ¥~-d resolute ~rseverance, to purilue the 
.;qin.-eut of these objecb, with the ind~table spirit of Americans ~~ 
gliag for American -;rights. 

Have we not many things to encourage us ? have we not 1,1\·en amid i!ol1 
dcpriv~ons and degradations slowly; yet steadily made advances in the 

improvem~nt of our moral condition and mental acquirementS? l'he dark· 

ness of die past ; the dawning light and developments of the present ; and 
the bright hopeful future, all inspir~ us witb confiden<:e to go onward, aiming r 

upward, trusting in the will of Providence. and.the growing moral sen~iment 

"f the people, that the withheld rights of one portion of the Ameri~ peo-
. pie will _yet, sooner or later, be bestowed upon them. 

Tbe,opposite of thiq,.no man whe>se :nind is freed and unfetterud from the 

comxling efi'eot~ of color-prejudice believes. 

All our interests are indissolubly identified with the ()Ountry through 

weal or woo. And it matters not if collossal impediments obstruct the way, 

they ue but temporary, and we, by. the help of God, intend to remain and 

work out our elevation, and the di.'!Onthrallment of our brethren from 'Slavery. 

The slow movement of the emigration of free colored people, only 7,000 
in 30 years, throws a gloom over the de.iired speedy accomplislunem t:~f the 

object of the society, and hence the. effort made tO incr~ its capicities, 

and '-extend its powei'!Tfor operating mo~ effectually. They have appealed 

. to St&te legislatures, and have succeeded in getting several of these t!.lthori-"' . • ties to move in the matter, by pa.'lSing re5olutioll3' commendatory of the 

j~Cbeme;· and recommending the national government. to undertake the ex­

pe118e of colonizing all 'l'l:ho will go. Some of the most promiu(>fll ~tate.~men 

have given~ it their apprcl>Jtion. One j>articularly, wit~ in.lieat<Js his wil­
lingness tha.t t.he Land Fund should be so appropriat~ as to facilitate the 

petzcaJijH<t~nduSi07Z of this -project, to wit, UUT barmhmen:t . . V~ by & 

law enacted in 1849, apprepriates · $30,000 for the benefit of this nefarious 
scheme:· Maryland has tOo a funli of long standii:g . fur the same purpose. 

l
But W.-t,mast ,express our happy pleaswe at the failure of the Colonisation i 

• Society.· .. • .. , of t~. .State, to obtain &t the recent session of the Legislature, an '1·1' 

~n Of $10,000 yearly, for two years, for the malicioUs purposes 
~~jill~· ~iOred people from this State to Africa, and ·to procure the ij 
~- ~ ·f!¥fi>~r or, .tiie ~nwealth to sveh a meir.sure. w c enter- ' 
~ 'M~~~1 .. 6hould such a measure pass t.bc Legislature. · We 

.. h&Y& .. .;.,;~;~~~ in the good ·Sell8e and love of bom:e or the 

·J~#t;;: i <~>~;;·>:~r::;;·.: ~ , . . 
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... !>-nd to,~ us ~ 'we eaunot rille to a standa.rd of high, moral, soc.iAl, and 
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l
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·J~#t;;: i <~>~;;·>:~r::;;·.: ~ , . . 
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We give below the reSult of the operatioDB of the society, from iU! .,._ 
best state. down to the yeu 1850. Not very f!attermg, ~y. in mw of 
the ratio of incre&se of the oo.. popolation · in the United States. Tlie 
6Dtire number of emigrants sent to Liberia by the American Col~ 
Society, and its &~Wliaries from each State, from 1820 to 1850, inclusive. 

~-::!cU:t',~~ :::::::: i: ::. :::::: ::~ :::: ~:::::::::: ::::::: 1 
10 
32 ~~·.:~.·.·. ·.·.·. · :::::::::::: ·.::::::::::::::::::::::: 10'1 

3 

Total nnmb<-r "''"t by the Society, ............. . ....... . 6,116 

B.~APtTtl'M.A.TIOR. 

h 
·qri· 

•lllnmbcr born rr.,., , ........... .. .............. ... ' ......•. 
Number that ,pnrebased their freedom, ...•.......••••.••... · .. 

Number emancipated in view of 'Cmign.ting to Liberia., ..••..••. 
·"JJum'ber of liberated Afrfca.M 8ent by the U. S. Government, 

2,3~S .) ·£_ 1.18 b 
165 · • -

3,6Si; 

Including 766 by the Slave Ship, " Pons," . •••..•. , .... .. .... . l,OU ·. 

Totsl nnmber~nt by the Society alfd·u . S. Government, 'T,J60 

Y(lur oo~ inyite you,r attention to the hoid ~Y\l ~f ~~ J!:it~~ . 
ries, ~- ~e p~tation .of their ~.: .~~t" ~eme, ~d. ·~ ~t.ul.t911': -~ -~ 

;::w~~~in o~:e:~~t~:·7!fir:::~~jt ~rrt,,g~­
~~ t, ;-·,~ '~~~~Q;;;-·~ ·;;~):, ~' t·~''U:D,~~·I~-- -- . 
~.~·~gcifi~~nS:~·Io]i!'~ ~1;I~·-.-
~;ihe ·~trY iD ~'5l' as their ancestors.' ' ' ' ·iii '76 -; ·~, ~'i.:i~h'ii~lii 

' I ;-.' \ ~: \\'J:i.:J.i!r I ~ 

... ·. ~ !.-' ~ .... ". -·>< 

• c 

• 21, 
'lit 

~ce to the governmen' under a just, iclp~r&l admioist.:a_tioo of itS 
ooJll!litutional L..ws now, as w~re. their patriotic. sires, whose bl~ moistened 

Bunker Hil.l, Red Banli:, Valley Forge, oo the lakes Erie and Champlain, 
and other noted memorable battle grJ?unds, of the rev~lutio~ary ruid the laat 

wa.r. ' . , 
In this !kt rally of the coioillzationists, the gigantic Vllposition abo1·e 

mentiol,)~, it ill : proPosed that the goYernment should build hrge mail 

steamers, (:rubject to lJc conYerted_ jrto wa.r steame111,) to\'lply o.~t~e"n · 
the United Stato~ and the west coast of Africa, touching at intcrmf dia.te 

ma.ritime ports, to carry out emigraMs at $10 per head, jus£ one-fifth of 

whlic 'the ~iety now carries t-hem for. Nothing saill, of eourse, about 
bringing them back, should t4ey b.i disappointed in the ,country, or ~diDg, 
the hot clitnate disag'x-ceable and l.njurious to their health :..Ud ' life; for once 
there, there you must remain. · 

Let it not be .said ~t none desire to return. We haYe proof to the con· 

trary or this. The object is to get you out of this country by suasion and 

~ty, if it can be done ; but not tof bring you back under a.ny ~ir· 
cUIDlltanees. whatever. , · 

!.nd for the completion of this, all 'kinds of chieanery and stratagem will 

be emJ:lloyed to a.H,ure .the people thitherward; the eternal s~er, and 

the e&;rtJl's enduring 'l"erdaoey; the salubrious climnfe, :md the double crops 

of its. fertile soil; its growing-marketable prodD:ctions, and the independence 

of its ·inhabitants 9 the eojoymen.ts and privileges of its citizens, wi,ll be 

pic~4.forth in glowing, colon:; to deceiYe you. 
We implore you, fellow countrymen, by re8soo of the associations th&C 

cling_ a~un.d you ';' by virtue of the interest..~ tba.t endear your attachment 

to.> y•:'ur native iru)d; becanse of the holy tics of coosa.oguin~y, identifica. 
tio~, and the obligations of brotherhood, and humanity, you owe those in 
boo~, as 'bound with them, to-let none of these· de!u.qive mim>rs confound 

~d. en~p you. 
Y~t in -the face of all this , we ha•e notiood recently, movements among 

the people in Ohio, .and Maryland, of a dit!positioo to organize themselves 

into. ~ties,' (to. their ~e be it recorded,) for the purpose of emigrating 

to Li~, u~r the ILUllpiCCS of the America.n Colomzation ~ociety. 
Pray l!'h&t are ~e :reasons assigned for deserting so cowardly, not ~y their 
D&tivi9, ~ut f<ilir · millio1111 of their <.'OUiltryme•. ground · to the earth in the 
~ ~ J.sla~ey? ' · . ·. 
_ .. #~'-~ ~~~'~ d~ of ever se$g :t.~ri!W~ mOm-or 

~~-~~~~;·~ tb.e g!!d~ of universal liberty abal1 Pll?" 
~,~,~W;-~~~,.or ia i~• .di;U~ m, .·~ .'\!.~or 
~:~ "' - ' ·· .;.J . • ,,. .: ~· ;:- .,:,~·>-:).., _ · .. ,.. · ·~ ' . .; .. : ~~,.,..., - \ ..... 

~ 

'\, 
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If it is in sincerity the former, in view of their modus operandi, ~ eft. 

Mt commend then eourse and action, beeau..<oe it "exhibit!! BUch gross· im~ 
eility, and the ext~isbment of that genius of freedom, whi!:!h has struggled 

so long unparallelled in the breasts of colored Americatm, from the d"aJ!! oftl!e 
oppressed colonial settlements down to the present hour. If the latter, we 

~ot, without giving the falsehood and semblance of ~difference to our 

. ca.r:ilest profession8, and appeals for our rightful claims as Ameriet.n born 
ei~ns, sa.ucti~n such pllllillanimous proceedings ; ·but on the eontruy, 
knowing a.; we do, the re.al motives of t'he colonizationi!:t~; bi-and ther con­
duct as infamous an~ contemptible. 

Is it not worthy of us as citizen5 of New-York State; as we would war 
against slavery and intemperance or any . other question·, that ~ocilliy aud 

· nationally alfected the social, mor.s.l., political and religious con00rn of the 

peopl~, alike keep pace with the renewed actions and efl'or>ts- of the· Coioni­
:.ationists, and anew sta.Qlp this growing ill de(JgD and · a.ttaok ,.upon our 

ilo~c happiness·, our h~ side, and our mterests unhersiilly •. with a 

blll'ninfi r_epr:obation, and contempt, commensui-atc with · that in spirit &Dd 
~tion which _characterized the early laborers in this cause of b,~ty _and 

right, against wrong and inj118tice ? o~ht we not the more so when ~lored 
' men turn " p!i¥t minions," 11.nd illl!uft'erab}e dupes, a.t the biddiJig -~a class 

of men ~'ho profes:iedly are our friends , yet whose very ~~ of ·p'hiian­

thropliy, were it poesib!~ to be put into operation sueceesfuJly, w-ould; opr 
peace and h~rmony 81ld felicity destroy ; partieuiarly . ought we ~ our 
dissent, lmn. and htier condemnation, . 'having not 'il, partiele of liympjithy 
mth the spirit a.nd 'l~ters 6( a ~~lored ~· recen~\Y p-hbllsbed ul"the New­
york Tn1rane, in r&vor of " Am~ Colonization," liMed: UpOil &PaanOOi(j 
ebrillition, a seeming Panic and phreuzy of despair of the oolq~ 'people 
ever IWC1lring their legitimate rights of enfranciliisement, 'iDlmdee, &c., in 

this ~un~ry ; whieh in every line o(said co~m~cation~, the observer Jril1 
detect the egotist's proud disaj>Mintment8, traitorous tendencies ~mel the . ~ ' . . . .' 

~oM of unmerited politi~ ci~'Dc;t.ions. . ·, · 

'the.: inconSiderate hearer and reader 'thlllit not wilfully decieive ·himlleif 
w-ith~ to any ·apprehension ~e' entcr~n. ,o~ at any time pre~~y ~~;. 
~~- of the success of the colo~z&tion sah'eme ; for we believe; .it!s tndj 
as we-believe ~ the. ~ & H~veri', the· -~eil.tor of jlt.e univjil!sii: ·'~­
~'~bj~t ii gai~~tid,'the . clarion:~~ or'ihe ~b~~el ~ ~~~.:~ 
of all time. - . . .,- : .,, . , . . . .... -. -~·'1 ·''' ":_ 

· , ~-~tO(~~· t:OO, .s siluie"ilftlliiliH•~'~'~f~l~ 
. ~c;;:~tii~ iii~- iiAiiifliiiiil"llr~"V~~"tO 

-,~~~--~~·~ 
1~, ~ lieiDg ov·guide, &Dd our judglllent ~ ~liie ~-iii 

. • ... /. 
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. MC!Ountlmt of all our· expressions a.nd deed~, . we will Jver olaim this laud u 

our home--our own 'na.tive home ; tlt&t we are cieeply atta:<:hed to it, and 

Will labor on only to the end for·'the overthrow of ~lavery , and for the right~~ 

of eoiO!'ed Amerieans- and Eeir posterity. ' ~· 
F1lil<Jw eitizells, let ns re lve, =~ · 
•• Re-,olve in all the inimity of thought," combi.peJ with !l(•t.ion, I 

that we Will never by :my consent of onr own, vohmtarily an<! shamcfull,y · . 

relinquish our birth-right by ftecing the country ~ingly or in legio~ under 
the .Protection of such an institution. Ji; • · · 

With re!!pect to the repeated a.<~sertion that it i~ morolly , religiou.•ly, 

and 'JIO!itically a delU!Ji\'C idea WC cherish, in looking forward to the ·future, 

Cor & •hope of obtaining respectable :md p.ominent p08itions in thi!J bd, m 
~ ~ Otlfers of capability :l.lld merit, by 'l'"irtuc of the tievelop,!Dellt 

df tbtJse holy u.nd noble triune · Characters; but t~t we must remain aa 

arudges tipoD soc-iety-as hewe~ of wood ~\ir.l:W~I:ll of water evermore, 

we consider, as all ca.ndid, honest men are bound to ad~it, the mo!<t impoteD& 

argument advanced for our ~t~rmination from these sho~ and hyperboli­
cal because unsubstantiated by e-ridence, practica.ble and c6Dclu8ive. 

~ Were it actually necessary- more tha!l $at, were it desirable bere--we 
could enter into a statistical review, a.njl instan~ se~~ localities <Jf colored 
J*llle, and example very many individua.h>, (even 'bough surrounded bl 
disadvantageous embarrassments,) who have made and . are still rnak:iJc 
rapid improvement in the highest development of their moral and menial 

capacl~.· ' . , 
P~~-~~. let no fascinating inducementt>-no · eloquent rhetoric-

no eul~ enoomiUDIII of :f.i'beria, draw y.u int~ the snares of your deK, 
philanthropic, and e:tpa.triatlng friends. But by every renewed means ·in 

your power, while you will do nothing intentionally and directly detrimeo­

"tal to 'the development, civilization, a.nd evao,gelization of Afriea, by oppo­

sing BZIY uw.n, or a body of meu, who choose to emigrate there or elt<ewbere, 

u~der o~r isftuences thai:t the Col~tion Society of this country, bauJe 
against this bydra-head of iniquity-this subtle scheme and corruption, u 
all times, and under all eirenmstances, ·now, he11ceforth, and foreve;. 

We now call your attentipn as memliers of this C~nvention, as brother!<~ 
as citizens, as eoUDtrymen, to a fact, though not genenrlly known, is too 

true. . We ask you, can you right heartily aanction the t-ourse proposed ·to 

- be pursued by the . Liberians in their. 8olicitude to be recognized by the 
govemmeJJt of the United Sia&ell ? ·"They are willing, in the language d 

·Mr . . Gvley's report, " .. ill "View- of the peculiirities of the condition of the free 

.. _;oolGrecl people, and·~ of the African . race" Jmeaniag the sla"¥~) "ill 
, '-f&liuoatry, they wellbmr ·a;ad Jaaye no wiBll by_ ~Y relatie~ ~hith ma1 



·, 

.. 

.. 
22 
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blll'ninfi r_epr:obation, and contempt, commensui-atc with · that in spirit &Dd 
~tion which _characterized the early laborers in this cause of b,~ty _and 

right, against wrong and inj118tice ? o~ht we not the more so when ~lored 
' men turn " p!i¥t minions," 11.nd illl!uft'erab}e dupes, a.t the biddiJig -~a class 

of men ~'ho profes:iedly are our friends , yet whose very ~~ of ·p'hiian­

thropliy, were it poesib!~ to be put into operation sueceesfuJly, w-ould; opr 
peace and h~rmony 81ld felicity destroy ; partieuiarly . ought we ~ our 
dissent, lmn. and htier condemnation, . 'having not 'il, partiele of liympjithy 
mth the spirit a.nd 'l~ters 6( a ~~lored ~· recen~\Y p-hbllsbed ul"the New­
york Tn1rane, in r&vor of " Am~ Colonization," liMed: UpOil &PaanOOi(j 
ebrillition, a seeming Panic and phreuzy of despair of the oolq~ 'people 
ever IWC1lring their legitimate rights of enfranciliisement, 'iDlmdee, &c., in 

this ~un~ry ; whieh in every line o(said co~m~cation~, the observer Jril1 
detect the egotist's proud disaj>Mintment8, traitorous tendencies ~mel the . ~ ' . . . .' 

~oM of unmerited politi~ ci~'Dc;t.ions. . ·, · 

'the.: inconSiderate hearer and reader 'thlllit not wilfully decieive ·himlleif 
w-ith~ to any ·apprehension ~e' entcr~n. ,o~ at any time pre~~y ~~;. 
~~- of the success of the colo~z&tion sah'eme ; for we believe; .it!s tndj 
as we-believe ~ the. ~ & H~veri', the· -~eil.tor of jlt.e univjil!sii: ·'~­
~'~bj~t ii gai~~tid,'the . clarion:~~ or'ihe ~b~~el ~ ~~~.:~ 
of all time. - . . .,- : .,, . , . . . .... -. -~·'1 ·''' ":_ 

· , ~-~tO(~~· t:OO, .s siluie"ilftlliiliH•~'~'~f~l~ 
. ~c;;:~tii~ iii~- iiAiiifliiiiil"llr~"V~~"tO 

-,~~~--~~·~ 
1~, ~ lieiDg ov·guide, &Dd our judglllent ~ ~liie ~-iii 

. • ... /. 
· I 

.. 
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. MC!Ountlmt of all our· expressions a.nd deed~, . we will Jver olaim this laud u 

our home--our own 'na.tive home ; tlt&t we are cieeply atta:<:hed to it, and 

Will labor on only to the end for·'the overthrow of ~lavery , and for the right~~ 

of eoiO!'ed Amerieans- and Eeir posterity. ' ~· 
F1lil<Jw eitizells, let ns re lve, =~ · 
•• Re-,olve in all the inimity of thought," combi.peJ with !l(•t.ion, I 

that we Will never by :my consent of onr own, vohmtarily an<! shamcfull,y · . 

relinquish our birth-right by ftecing the country ~ingly or in legio~ under 
the .Protection of such an institution. Ji; • · · 

With re!!pect to the repeated a.<~sertion that it i~ morolly , religiou.•ly, 

and 'JIO!itically a delU!Ji\'C idea WC cherish, in looking forward to the ·future, 

Cor & •hope of obtaining respectable :md p.ominent p08itions in thi!J bd, m 
~ ~ Otlfers of capability :l.lld merit, by 'l'"irtuc of the tievelop,!Dellt 

df tbtJse holy u.nd noble triune · Characters; but t~t we must remain aa 

arudges tipoD soc-iety-as hewe~ of wood ~\ir.l:W~I:ll of water evermore, 

we consider, as all ca.ndid, honest men are bound to ad~it, the mo!<t impoteD& 

argument advanced for our ~t~rmination from these sho~ and hyperboli­
cal because unsubstantiated by e-ridence, practica.ble and c6Dclu8ive. 

~ Were it actually necessary- more tha!l $at, were it desirable bere--we 
could enter into a statistical review, a.njl instan~ se~~ localities <Jf colored 
J*llle, and example very many individua.h>, (even 'bough surrounded bl 
disadvantageous embarrassments,) who have made and . are still rnak:iJc 
rapid improvement in the highest development of their moral and menial 

capacl~.· ' . , 
P~~-~~. let no fascinating inducementt>-no · eloquent rhetoric-

no eul~ enoomiUDIII of :f.i'beria, draw y.u int~ the snares of your deK, 
philanthropic, and e:tpa.triatlng friends. But by every renewed means ·in 

your power, while you will do nothing intentionally and directly detrimeo­

"tal to 'the development, civilization, a.nd evao,gelization of Afriea, by oppo­

sing BZIY uw.n, or a body of meu, who choose to emigrate there or elt<ewbere, 

u~der o~r isftuences thai:t the Col~tion Society of this country, bauJe 
against this bydra-head of iniquity-this subtle scheme and corruption, u 
all times, and under all eirenmstances, ·now, he11ceforth, and foreve;. 

We now call your attentipn as memliers of this C~nvention, as brother!<~ 
as citizens, as eoUDtrymen, to a fact, though not genenrlly known, is too 

true. . We ask you, can you right heartily aanction the t-ourse proposed ·to 

- be pursued by the . Liberians in their. 8olicitude to be recognized by the 
govemmeJJt of the United Sia&ell ? ·"They are willing, in the language d 

·Mr . . Gvley's report, " .. ill "View- of the peculiirities of the condition of the free 

.. _;oolGrecl people, and·~ of the African . race" Jmeaniag the sla"¥~) "ill 
, '-f&liuoatry, they wellbmr ·a;ad Jaaye no wiBll by_ ~Y relatie~ ~hith ma1 
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be e~~t&bl.i!lhcd betwe.:u their oovernmeut and the • U uit.ed St&tel!, ~ ca.uao. 
i=enience or embarrcJ.Ssme:nt." 

They arc willing, in subl.tance, to bow ala\i:;hly t~ ihe worst &elll8, f~ 

ings, and ,·iews of the American government, by offering to clothe the whlte 

~itizens of the I rnitcd States with full diphnuatic p01ver ro oot aa ~ 
dors, minister pleuipotentiary , &.c., &c., for Liberh, thus virtually remain­

ing unr~presentcd, providing the United States confid~ to the citizens of 
that r;public any business it might desire tr.msaeted in Africa with the au.· 
thoritie~~ of said republic. 

W 1111 there ever such a treaty fotmed and ratifilil:l. in the history of civil- . 
iJed nations~ · Has the United States gonlrument eYer plat.'Cd the . nation~• 

:teal of honor and fidelity to such a negotiation? Hut she has refued w 
recognize t-he independence of Hyti, and she will refuse to.~ 

the independence of Liberia, according to the universal. mode .. a1ld Jl!llll' 
ner of recognizing free and independent nations ; ~e power ~ 1~ 
tion ; the protection of citizens of each co~try, at home or r.b~ i . ~e 
mutual interehange of ministers, counsellors; security to ~mmerce, ~-· ~-

No, fellow-cltizem, we do not .believe that yo~ would ,:S ~~ ~­
dol!e such an inglorious negotiation. We believe, if the questit>n were,.put 

to the e~tire colored people of the Uuited States, . for . their ~mit\~011~ 
we would hear, by way of response, one long, loud &ee~~. rialM '~ .. . ·"' .. ) 
3imultaneously from the city, the village, the ,·:illey, the mo!ID~ ~-; 
No ! No!>! Never!!! NeYer: ! ' ' - · · · ...-.:? 

' ' ,· ·' ' c. EDWARD SETH, 

B.ENJAMIN F .. , C~~~­
WILLIAM GAltDENER. 

' 
.,. . : ........ . 

. i 
. ~. ~ ;,. ' '·· i , .! .7.,1-,Q; I'i:: ' ""lT);if 

1 .... .... " ·' . ~ ·~,.,~~- ,..~ . ···::.~ :\ ... ~) ~t~·¥~ 

f;.l' :1.,.;·:: ,~.:,;.~;~~, .. :. f;' ~-:-'~~~:: ~·-::~0. ~~., M; ·:·:\.;'~~~.*;~~::~:;:r; ~ 

~~~~1iit~fl~#;iici!~~~&i?Jf:~ilif';~'i,.;/i.4';.~'&,ji,.~.)},;~ .. ;;•; ·,,)-;~. '·"'···· <:' 
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REPORT OF THE CO!'Il!UITTEE ON ELECTrH l'RANCHISE. 

To TJIJ: PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF Nzw-YoaK· 

Mo~_ 110vcrcign citizens of the State of New-York, your motto ill · " excel­

si?r ;•: hig~~und still more high : inspiring as this sentiment must be to e\'ery 
i.otelligent inhabitant, you will therefore not be surprised at being o.ddressed 
on'tb~ p~~ o.pplication of the principle <.'Ontained in Lhc abo\·e sentiment, 
thOog\ it "SJiould come f~m the most humble ' of its inhabitants. We, the 

oolored cl~ ADd i.dhabitantS of the State, appeal to you in Yiew of your 
' ' 

tmJ,>rem:e po':wer, ~d the intelligence with which you are possessed, in Qehalf 
of o~ ~hts; a, , boon .~t must be ever sacred to men ni.ised under a Demo­
on.t.io &n!i Christ.i&b. form of go\·el')llllent. In the year 1821, unfortunately 
for u8 a~~d )lllwisely for .the ~tate, the colored citizens of the State were left 
~cd ~humbled by the convention of the abo~e dnto . . For forty·fi.~e 
~ ihe ~lored citizens enjoyed the rights of franchise ~ comm011 with the 
white .¥Ui~ita,a;ta of the State. But at this ad~anced and progressh·e period 
of ~,~t-~;s ~. ~ wise and liberal portion of the citizens of the State 
~ & ~ for &n alter&tinn of the State Co!lStitution, ~ tbere­

b..Y tAt ·~'!II; ~,r 1au elective basis, the \irtue and intelligence of the people w 
. .p!1li'e~ ·io yr:operty bases or. q!IJiliication which was tltcu a constitutionnl 

req,uirem~ ~-~uvention was called for thia important object; each ,-oun­

tJ ~c¥»g ~e~ to represent its interest, and those delegates recei~ing 
·~ e~~m.~ at the -hands of the eoloNd electors, met'in convention 

,. 

to ex~-~~ pf ~- But alaa, fellow citizens, , what ns the rc­

.Wt; ~ ~:pgqr .~~ ~ in. the greatest need of,a stimulus to emerge from' 
~. ~ ip, w~ they had suffered so grievously, were still left to 

~' ~.~6 ~periDcumllent emban:assmeni, while their white fellow 
~;~.Q,;Io .pPlit.ioal. highwa:. ~ which all might pass .lrithou.t 
~ ~ -~~~ .. ~ve that of a amall minority designated , by the exter­

D.:j ~..?1~ot~!~ Go.d gave ~h~. This providence of Goq was used to 

~~~~~~!,,~1 .t,e ~he . ~nt ot the.~·~· 
~~'~lfl,~.··-'~·~ ~ ma~~y 1-· thai they :s&ooct · 
fie ~~ .... .. ~~~.9/f.'~~.;, at .B~ .. Hill, ~ 
....t l,ai • . the ~. JIIIIII.'a ~ waa ~ Leke Erie ...... Lake 
~~·,t .N!I!!~\'l-1'!>'"•··· ,.,, , .. ,~·· ''·m' '·'"' '"' ' · ... .... ;, .. '~. ' -i.j' • · ·· 
. ,. ' .;;.,;.~ - b the -.bliaJment ol t.J..-~diii 
·,. ,..,. : ... ""' .. ,.,. .f~~-~~.,,:;.\~ $~i1t.,.~·~ r;.; i"'"r• ; •' ·.--~ --~~- ", ··. ··c. . .,._•"' ~ 

• . > ... ~ . ..:, . :. ~ fl' '. ~ ~.~- ~ .,.;; '"j. ~;.;. : 
:.~ :1 
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be e~~t&bl.i!lhcd betwe.:u their oovernmeut and the • U uit.ed St&tel!, ~ ca.uao. 
i=enience or embarrcJ.Ssme:nt." 

They arc willing, in subl.tance, to bow ala\i:;hly t~ ihe worst &elll8, f~ 

ings, and ,·iews of the American government, by offering to clothe the whlte 

~itizens of the I rnitcd States with full diphnuatic p01ver ro oot aa ~ 
dors, minister pleuipotentiary , &.c., &c., for Liberh, thus virtually remain­

ing unr~presentcd, providing the United States confid~ to the citizens of 
that r;public any business it might desire tr.msaeted in Africa with the au.· 
thoritie~~ of said republic. 

W 1111 there ever such a treaty fotmed and ratifilil:l. in the history of civil- . 
iJed nations~ · Has the United States gonlrument eYer plat.'Cd the . nation~• 

:teal of honor and fidelity to such a negotiation? Hut she has refued w 
recognize t-he independence of Hyti, and she will refuse to.~ 

the independence of Liberia, according to the universal. mode .. a1ld Jl!llll' 
ner of recognizing free and independent nations ; ~e power ~ 1~ 
tion ; the protection of citizens of each co~try, at home or r.b~ i . ~e 
mutual interehange of ministers, counsellors; security to ~mmerce, ~-· ~-

No, fellow-cltizem, we do not .believe that yo~ would ,:S ~~ ~­
dol!e such an inglorious negotiation. We believe, if the questit>n were,.put 

to the e~tire colored people of the Uuited States, . for . their ~mit\~011~ 
we would hear, by way of response, one long, loud &ee~~. rialM '~ .. . ·"' .. ) 
3imultaneously from the city, the village, the ,·:illey, the mo!ID~ ~-; 
No ! No!>! Never!!! NeYer: ! ' ' - · · · ...-.:? 
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REPORT OF THE CO!'Il!UITTEE ON ELECTrH l'RANCHISE. 

To TJIJ: PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF Nzw-YoaK· 

Mo~_ 110vcrcign citizens of the State of New-York, your motto ill · " excel­

si?r ;•: hig~~und still more high : inspiring as this sentiment must be to e\'ery 
i.otelligent inhabitant, you will therefore not be surprised at being o.ddressed 
on'tb~ p~~ o.pplication of the principle <.'Ontained in Lhc abo\·e sentiment, 
thOog\ it "SJiould come f~m the most humble ' of its inhabitants. We, the 

oolored cl~ ADd i.dhabitantS of the State, appeal to you in Yiew of your 
' ' 

tmJ,>rem:e po':wer, ~d the intelligence with which you are possessed, in Qehalf 
of o~ ~hts; a, , boon .~t must be ever sacred to men ni.ised under a Demo­
on.t.io &n!i Christ.i&b. form of go\·el')llllent. In the year 1821, unfortunately 
for u8 a~~d )lllwisely for .the ~tate, the colored citizens of the State were left 
~cd ~humbled by the convention of the abo~e dnto . . For forty·fi.~e 
~ ihe ~lored citizens enjoyed the rights of franchise ~ comm011 with the 
white .¥Ui~ita,a;ta of the State. But at this ad~anced and progressh·e period 
of ~,~t-~;s ~. ~ wise and liberal portion of the citizens of the State 
~ & ~ for &n alter&tinn of the State Co!lStitution, ~ tbere­

b..Y tAt ·~'!II; ~,r 1au elective basis, the \irtue and intelligence of the people w 
. .p!1li'e~ ·io yr:operty bases or. q!IJiliication which was tltcu a constitutionnl 

req,uirem~ ~-~uvention was called for thia important object; each ,-oun­

tJ ~c¥»g ~e~ to represent its interest, and those delegates recei~ing 
·~ e~~m.~ at the -hands of the eoloNd electors, met'in convention 

,. 

to ex~-~~ pf ~- But alaa, fellow citizens, , what ns the rc­

.Wt; ~ ~:pgqr .~~ ~ in. the greatest need of,a stimulus to emerge from' 
~. ~ ip, w~ they had suffered so grievously, were still left to 

~' ~.~6 ~periDcumllent emban:assmeni, while their white fellow 
~;~.Q,;Io .pPlit.ioal. highwa:. ~ which all might pass .lrithou.t 
~ ~ -~~~ .. ~ve that of a amall minority designated , by the exter­

D.:j ~..?1~ot~!~ Go.d gave ~h~. This providence of Goq was used to 

~~~~~~!,,~1 .t,e ~he . ~nt ot the.~·~· 
~~'~lfl,~.··-'~·~ ~ ma~~y 1-· thai they :s&ooct · 
fie ~~ .... .. ~~~.9/f.'~~.;, at .B~ .. Hill, ~ 
....t l,ai • . the ~. JIIIIII.'a ~ waa ~ Leke Erie ...... Lake 
~~·,t .N!I!!~\'l-1'!>'"•··· ,.,, , .. ,~·· ''·m' '·'"' '"' ' · ... .... ;, .. '~. ' -i.j' • · ·· 
. ,. ' .;;.,;.~ - b the -.bliaJment ol t.J..-~diii 
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contained in the herald of the country's freedom : •· We hold these truth!; to 

be self-evident that· all men are created fl"!t) and ~qual, and are endowed by 

~eir Creator with certain inalienable rights·, a.mong which are life, liberty 
and the punmit of happine8!'. '' !he ark of the covenant was grounded and 

settled on these indestructible principles, and moreover, in ufter -jean, 
gtJ&Mmteed by the adoption of the Constitution of the United States, art. 4, 
llCC 2, clause 1, wherein it is declared "that the citizens of each of the states 
shall be entitled to all privileges and immuniti~ as citizens of the several 

states." The colored man's constitutional rights as a citi.ZE'n have ~~ev.er beet! 
questioned until recently, and that by those whose cupidity prompted ~m 

to make IUl eifort to injure him in his strongest position, in the untp,#t~­
hle and arowed protection that the United States Constitution throws iu'Qupd 
and extends to the whole free representative· JDII8S. The colored man's 

rights ate not pec11liar or extrenuous~ but are in oommon with thotMi ~the 
Whole people, md incontestabl~ evilienee to this efrec.t may be found m the 
circa.mst&nces of the admission of !tfissouri into the Union in 1821. 

·The people of M1saouri Dlllde overtnltli! t() Congress for admisl!ion into tbe 
&ion as a- sovereign, independent State, and at the l!atne time Slibi:aitted the 
Constitution they had framed. Bttt their adtnisSion int~·thc. Unioil WIS' 're­
~ by a majority in Congress, on the ground that a clause . Of the 26th 

see. of -the Sd art. of the-proposed Oonstitution, lll&de it o dtity· or the G'en­
el'al. A.Beembly to pass laW!! l!Uch as might be DOOeSSa1j" to preYetlt tfe;e 'be­
~ or ID1llattoos from ooming to or !!llttfmg in the State under liDy ~t 
whatever; wnieb it W1ll! maintained WL"f a violation ofthe"U~ of 
tile U~ States, art. 4, see. 2, cia~ 1, wherein it is ~tared '"~t.he 
eitisens of each State shn!:l be entitied to all the privilegel! and ~ &f 
the eitizens in the several State!." HeTt!1IJl011 II "'debate arci8e or~· iD­
~t, which agitated the Union to the remotest ~l:'tremity. 'i'tr~''iiSiie of 
this 1ltlli! as follows: the refusal to tdmit Jlissouii into th"iY U~'*lll! 'not 
withdmm ttntil the General A~'bty of that 'State,' in llbfdb~'W-a. 1\iti~ 
damental cond1tion imposed by'CGilgtess hod, 'fty'an lct'pMiiedlbr~pnr­
p<$i!i eolemnly eBBeted and d~lared that thiS S&te; Miilll0uti'1ias ~t&i 

and does assent'that tbe 4th clause of' 26tB 'llcetron' df the aa· ~'¥their 
~tien ~houid •not be -t~JJ$tro'l.ld ~ autbbrite'llilf~: or UifliL\'t', 

,~ ·tJw; 110 law .shall" be tJ!iSi!ed · in"cdmomit)-''thetetO, by ·'fVlllcli"I£Y~ 
~hither' of the St.atOs shall be eltclttaed tTOin ·6le en~' 'i\f'i:ny•~· ·~ 
~·ana, ~mrihltii!s to' which .s~Ch 'f.~ '~ ~~i:th~~ tlie 
~"dftlfll · 'lf....;+M s~: ,· '(Rer. 'w N~"'C~'i>'Dl.rL"''Xu-.:,,.., ......... 1 . ~ • . • ,""j!,·-· ao:g~ • 
~. ~'22; ]1P.. 'M'S·.ata ~:JX' ~lltl''~~~-~ 
litif.(~>~·~~-~~~­
~~~lfje~t6:~~~·· 
~~~~;""ur~~~~,~J:c~=r~Gt 

>~· ;-. •' ,,. 
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Cougm!s, prescribing the condition aforesaid by his proClamation. dated 

Augvst lOth, 1821, declared the admission of Missouri into the Union to be 
complete. l!eJ'e then iS incontestable proof of a wmmon proprietary inter­
eSt m the .government and liberties of the country, colon-d with t:he wbi~ 

ciWrellll. We need DOt be told after the above st&tem~nt &Bd proof, that the 

Conventron of 1821, of the State . of New· Y o~k, which altered or introduced 

inllo the CODBtit.utiop the word " white," making the clause , read " e-.ery 

white Dl&le cit.&zen of the age of nrent.y·one yea.rs" should, on eertain coodi· 
t.ion8 specified, be entitlod to "Yote, was an inii:aetion of tbe rights of eo!ored 
ci~ns. The elective basis of the State was no~ property, that. being sup­
planted by the )Alteration, therefore all the . male inhabitant.s of the State, in 
.~ of their looality and t~ alteration of the State Constitution, beca.m€! 
c~ presll.lDptive, Uld when iD conformity wilh the amend£ <-'Ondit.iom, 
:w:~ ~in~ no.irt.a.te being invested with the power ro advam,-e the in­

llereat. and esalt ®e .portion of the poople over that of the other. Congl'e!!l! 
net being impowerCd to Pa-ss a hill of attainder, or ex p<ll.'t facto law, it is 
.Dqt re&IIOD&ple to mppose or logical to admit that a.u y one State c~d a.s­

~e 1JUch authority. The resolution produced a change in all the free ia­
.ha~ts of: the United States ; all the citiaens of the !leveral ~t&tes became 
citiJ@s of the United States. They "Were subjed.s of great BriU&in; they 
)>ecame citizens of the United S\a.tea from the very nature of our gove!'lliDellt. 
In the case of Mcilvain v. Cox's lessee!!, Cranch 293, it is asserted witbo1U 

conttadiction, " It wr.s, therefore, a political revolution, involving in the 
e~ !ill the inhabitants of America, rendering them all members of .the 

- new sOciety. standing on one common basis as citizens of the new st&tes." 
CMm. 'Kmt. 
~ elcetive or representative basis of the general government is thi!II, the 

free ~ ; each State an independent sovereignty a.• long M its. lam: and 

~ do nOt.eonlict with the general government. 'rherefore in view 
ohbe foonclation principles of the State and United States governments, we 

. 'ha11!~1it reuon to declare our, united and un~.,-ompromising hostility to 

'a~ of the linvs, whether it is of the State in which we ai-e 
resident or of the. several StAtes of the Union, for every innovation upon the 

rights of1ille . Amerie&n pebple i~ fraught with destruction to the harmony 

· 1diicb bill& .~ seven.J. States. The objects of the confedeniti.on were t() 

~ve·a'~ perfeCt nniob, whereby and 'wherein the rig}lts of the people 

~t U'ffli)re -~y ~. and ihose righta are promised m \be Ja.n. 
'gG.ge Of '~'~ 'or Ind8pendence,' .. life,. ilberty and the ~~~~ of 

,~•:1'\·~~~ .• ~~und principlesof:theconntry's stability;. lin­
~~~~-a'&he light of her glorf is queoobed, and aJ.l are 

·llleJ'!Ul.~dilpes tad. s!Mes. • Cuie or iitJea were no JIIOriDg 
. ,~~~ ~-~;t·~~'~' ,: 

... 
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contained in the herald of the country's freedom : •· We hold these truth!; to 

be self-evident that· all men are created fl"!t) and ~qual, and are endowed by 

~eir Creator with certain inalienable rights·, a.mong which are life, liberty 
and the punmit of happine8!'. '' !he ark of the covenant was grounded and 

settled on these indestructible principles, and moreover, in ufter -jean, 
gtJ&Mmteed by the adoption of the Constitution of the United States, art. 4, 
llCC 2, clause 1, wherein it is declared "that the citizens of each of the states 
shall be entitled to all privileges and immuniti~ as citizens of the several 

states." The colored man's constitutional rights as a citi.ZE'n have ~~ev.er beet! 
questioned until recently, and that by those whose cupidity prompted ~m 

to make IUl eifort to injure him in his strongest position, in the untp,#t~­
hle and arowed protection that the United States Constitution throws iu'Qupd 
and extends to the whole free representative· JDII8S. The colored man's 

rights ate not pec11liar or extrenuous~ but are in oommon with thotMi ~the 
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~. ~'22; ]1P.. 'M'S·.ata ~:JX' ~lltl''~~~-~ 
litif.(~>~·~~-~~~­
~~~lfje~t6:~~~·· 
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Cougm!s, prescribing the condition aforesaid by his proClamation. dated 

Augvst lOth, 1821, declared the admission of Missouri into the Union to be 
complete. l!eJ'e then iS incontestable proof of a wmmon proprietary inter­
eSt m the .government and liberties of the country, colon-d with t:he wbi~ 

ciWrellll. We need DOt be told after the above st&tem~nt &Bd proof, that the 

Conventron of 1821, of the State . of New· Y o~k, which altered or introduced 

inllo the CODBtit.utiop the word " white," making the clause , read " e-.ery 

white Dl&le cit.&zen of the age of nrent.y·one yea.rs" should, on eertain coodi· 
t.ion8 specified, be entitlod to "Yote, was an inii:aetion of tbe rights of eo!ored 
ci~ns. The elective basis of the State was no~ property, that. being sup­
planted by the )Alteration, therefore all the . male inhabitant.s of the State, in 
.~ of their looality and t~ alteration of the State Constitution, beca.m€! 
c~ presll.lDptive, Uld when iD conformity wilh the amend£ <-'Ondit.iom, 
:w:~ ~in~ no.irt.a.te being invested with the power ro advam,-e the in­

llereat. and esalt ®e .portion of the poople over that of the other. Congl'e!!l! 
net being impowerCd to Pa-ss a hill of attainder, or ex p<ll.'t facto law, it is 
.Dqt re&IIOD&ple to mppose or logical to admit that a.u y one State c~d a.s­

~e 1JUch authority. The resolution produced a change in all the free ia­
.ha~ts of: the United States ; all the citiaens of the !leveral ~t&tes became 
citiJ@s of the United States. They "Were subjed.s of great BriU&in; they 
)>ecame citizens of the United S\a.tea from the very nature of our gove!'lliDellt. 
In the case of Mcilvain v. Cox's lessee!!, Cranch 293, it is asserted witbo1U 

conttadiction, " It wr.s, therefore, a political revolution, involving in the 
e~ !ill the inhabitants of America, rendering them all members of .the 

- new sOciety. standing on one common basis as citizens of the new st&tes." 
CMm. 'Kmt. 
~ elcetive or representative basis of the general government is thi!II, the 

free ~ ; each State an independent sovereignty a.• long M its. lam: and 

~ do nOt.eonlict with the general government. 'rherefore in view 
ohbe foonclation principles of the State and United States governments, we 

. 'ha11!~1it reuon to declare our, united and un~.,-ompromising hostility to 

'a~ of the linvs, whether it is of the State in which we ai-e 
resident or of the. several StAtes of the Union, for every innovation upon the 

rights of1ille . Amerie&n pebple i~ fraught with destruction to the harmony 

· 1diicb bill& .~ seven.J. States. The objects of the confedeniti.on were t() 

~ve·a'~ perfeCt nniob, whereby and 'wherein the rig}lts of the people 

~t U'ffli)re -~y ~. and ihose righta are promised m \be Ja.n. 
'gG.ge Of '~'~ 'or Ind8pendence,' .. life,. ilberty and the ~~~~ of 

,~•:1'\·~~~ .• ~~und principlesof:theconntry's stability;. lin­
~~~~-a'&he light of her glorf is queoobed, and aJ.l are 

·llleJ'!Ul.~dilpes tad. s!Mes. • Cuie or iitJea were no JIIOriDg 
. ,~~~ ~-~;t·~~'~' ,: 
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moti vee to. 'be u.prit!ing and a.t.tainment of Americ:u1liberties, but are at va.ri· 
.anco with the genius of t.he government. _ 

The elective fnmch).se is tLe birthright .and blessing of every Amerioao, 
of ~hich he &.m never be legally deprived, u.nless be involves hia right to 

the enjoyment of it by the t-ommissi.on of some penal offence ·against .Uie 
laws of his t-o on try ; and nea.riy 6(!0 years have elapaed sinoe the baroos of 

England compelled their king to subscribe to the magna charta, which em· 

braced and gua.rnnteed to every Englishman an unqualified protection. in the 
possession of his life, liberty and property ; therefore, inasmneh as the ad­
,·antages and true principles of the comroon laws of England were intro­
duoed. into the United Stated when in their Colonial cOndition; i-ecl!ived and 
adopted :111 standard principlC1! and laws, th~ ·booatne the bulwarks of the 
Ameriean people's liberties. Property ia man ~ing denied· and rejected 
by Lerd Mansfield, 1772, from the king's bencb, the highest authority in 
l<.lngland, a monarchial· governmeot and the one from wllence thia emerged, 
set forth boldly and Slllltained two great print-iples, a trial by·jliry;· and the · 

right of every' Dllln to himself. The establislunont of theSe ptmciph!S by 
the mother cOuntry, arid their re-adoption by this, made tlietii the 'orgam<f 

law of· the ·nation, the natural right af every American. It was for these 
principlca and . more, that three millions people siiuted up k 'voli:mtarf of-' 
furiDgs to be sacrificed on the altar of Liberty, to 1!e _eyer venerated 
and l6ved for their successful triumph in the 'maintewce of · ~( ~ver 
wrong ;I the whole land is eooseerat.ed to freedom with .• d~ llbatw~ pf 
freeme'll's blooil : each a:nd· an were p&tnots and . Am~ ·fn tbt a.,:~ · ~ho 
op.v.:..-~ their' breasts to the · f~-,-~ ~ -~ceessf~ly · tb/;;:~ ..... b. of 

·~ . ..-:-~- ~ ' 

t hel!e principles. . ~ .•. 
And now, .. has it "eome to this, th~ the descendeU:~ ;,f" those ~~·h~' 

beat inie ~ ·~~- countr], ~~· ~~ ~~ •• ~t ~~>< ~.-~~~; 
com~U~ to pro~e ~ .~.-~ ~ co~~nin~~ ~(~ ~J~~J~;r~].r,~ 
rio~ _ ¥1..l ?'~~ .; ~'~~'!,~,a s~~)-,~~'1' p~ ~~~-~-­
is eompell~ ~ p~ .~ ~~ -~~ ~f.~~~ ~~l!fl ·~ .~ 
most~t.~.P~ -~ ; .~ .~ --~o~ :j~ .~~~.~~ 
dica_'t; .¥r ~--"~~L,u~w~~"~ ~;~ .. !'?!Y.'; ~~~ ' 
·.~-the imchristian :~Ad inh laws of il.iQ .• ~ra . ~R · ( 
&g ,t1 .Ji: ':'~··· r >lr· f'· ,\~l-'i~·J'fl' ---.~ ~ ~ · 1 ~ ~ ~~ • . ··~ • • .... .. r · ~ •• "..n ~r,.,.~~=~ ~: •,. · 
p~~ i:tDtGS;r~~c;~?· ·~~~h~·"·~~.~ \ 

· Piiae'~~~-~·tti~ ~ ·~~~ itei?~~:'tt'~~ ~~·ipira~~· •": --~ - . -·· ·-·-f-'"'"' ,,, ., ,,,:"·~:.·~ -·~":' 
., ·. .:.; . .,.. . ' ' ' . . "·1fntw JfJHN80.tt:""'"'ri•"•l'l 
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REPORT-. OF COMMITTEE ON FUGITIVE SLAVE BILL. 

The undersigned appointed a committee to report on tho Fuo ITIV E S-...~ VI! 

LAW, beg leave to submit the following preamble imd resolutions: 
That we the colored citizens of the State of New-York believing that the 

deMest rights and liberties, belonging to us as freemen, are fearfully endan­
gered by the Fugitioe SlatJe Law recently enacted by our National Legill­
lature, and having a tender sympathy with our brethren who e!!Cape from · 

!!la-very-being assembled in convention to con'!ider said law-do deliberate· 

ly and seriously resoll'~ · 
l . That this law, in requiring the freemen of the north to deliver up 

fugitives from slavery to the iniquitous a.Jid oppresSive bondage from which 

&hey have heroically eeeaped, is in direct and impious opposition to the 
eommand of the Supreme Law Giver-a com~a.nd, like the moral law, ob­
liptory in all ages from its very-nature--" Thou sluJlt 1wt ddi'Cer unto his 

fJIIUter t~ 1~nt whieh is escaped from h.is master u111o thee; he sluJll 

dtlldl tiliih thu, el)en among you in that place which he shall cltoose, in 

Mti of thy gates where it liketh hilJiliest; t/wu sluJlt not oppress him:" 

That. this law, in forbidding men under the penalty of heavy fiDes &lid impri­
I!ODJIIeDt to harbor or assist fugitives from slavery, is in direct and impious 

opposition to those laws of qod which oollltllll.'itd dlleds CJf humanity and 
merey;"-ddat in both the!e respeets this law is in direet &lid impi~ oppo­

pmt &t the eil_senee and sum CJf " the law and the prOphets," declared by 

tie cJmtre·Redeemer, ""al.l things whattoer;er you would that men slwuld 

de to you, do ye etlt?l so to them,"-and therefore that no man can, in these 
~ e'bey'this law, without palpable and t!agrant disobediena to God. 

2. That ·'tliis law -is plainly and ~ly opposed to that self-eVident 

truth in the, Declaration CJf Independence by these United States," that all 
men are''·eiiaoired by their Creator with certain inalienable rights ; th.e.t . 

among thli9cl ~li-e fif'~?~"berly; &lid the pursuit of happiness;" and that no 

man can approve '0\'-tib'ey tlfis law without conttadieting this united declar&­

tion · of'tlie"'poople of this .&public. · 
S. That ~laW cllieody -and pM.pably violates those fundamental provi­

eioas_ot'the ~tlie United States which secure to" every-person" 

de ri!htof'trial.by jwy, and in cases oecurring under the laws CJf the Uni-
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ted State:!, the right of trial by a Court of the United State&, (which a 

Commissioner under this law is not) and the privilege of. the habea; corpru 

act, and of COWlllel when :~.ecused, :md therefore all citizens of the United 

State& are bo~tl by their obligatious under the Con.qtitution, not to obey, 

but to disobey, this law. . , ; . 
4. That the dutie& of men toltards fugitin~s from oppression are ptafu::_ 

the duties dictated by humanity and mercy-the bestmnnent of comfort, 
sympathy, and needful aid ; and we call, therefore,. on the inhabitants o( 

~ the sWe of New-Y ol'k to imitate the noble example of the people . of New 
Haven, Ct., who; in the days of th.e hunted and .fugitive judges, w:ho f!QJlo 

demned to death ILll oppressive King of England,. obeyed .the exhortatiQD· of 

t~ pious pastor, the revered Johu Davenport, founded o~ t.be Di~ 
cq~~U~~Bnd, Hitk tM t:~~~Uo.st; betray 'ROt him that wande,-etlt; fie th•- a 
COf>lnt to them from tM fau of tM spuikr." 

5,. Tha; we feel ouraelves to be wtl&k, needing help; and we eamesd:y 
ask of our white friends to give us their aid in our distress, and to show not · 
only in priv.te, but in public, tliat they hav~ feeling he:J.rts awl 1tilling 
bands. 

6. That we believe that public opinion is the bulwark of all ·law, and .at 
this ODIOUS AND C~L LAW will be entirely iaoperath-e, if fhe moral 
llelllle of this community speaks'; a.nd· therefore we ask of &his colilllllmitj, 
with the voice of our oppre98Cd people, that they will give sueh an ezpiea­
eion of their. ~ta respecting .this law as will protect dUB place .t'nA 
the step of the mi.a-hunter, a.ud their homes ADd hearts from tlui aries a.nd 
tears .. o£ hls yiqtims. -

7. That, ! e Ml fully detennined, here in our p~. to wil.iUhe-~vte 
re$ onr .ca~. upon·.Go!l, .QJ19,n t.he frienda of l!eligi.on awi .h~J• ·I!Bd 
upon. our 01JJUaanhood; < tp bear ourselves 8ll u ~ .pro~. t~ . Jr& &t&;_ 'lfGr1o 

thy,•not only of~. bui of. the fall privilege& of q~ soDu, , ~ whieb 
are now denied us; ·and to surrender life rather than to be,~·~.i$ 
slavery. _.. 

8. Buolllt4, TIW the fugiLive slav:e la.w: is ~-v .of'~ 
9. BesOZ-oed, That dist.>bedienee to. t,-rants is ~i~ce ~. Qo». , · ~· 
10. Besol~, ~WI! will obey GOO. 

l -·~--:·~1 -;-:.t";' u'"~;· -~ - ~ ' ~ ::-~ 

.1. ·"' ;d. } ·. ": :•.r .J; \ ~:: .l,; 
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REPORT OF THE COMM lTTEE ON EDUCATION. 

~ 

. Your~ittee cannot hope to embrnce in this report, suggestions that 
will meet every Cll3e connected with the subject of J<:ducation ; we can only · 

deal· with general principles. 
First, in 'O~r that the general welfare of the wlvred people be improved 

-that the inftuence of Yice and immorality be o\·crcome-that they mliJ 

become elevated from that condition of self·d~dation in which ignorance 

aDd vice has engulpbed a large proportion of the race, its all important that 
theJ beaome educated ; without education we cannot hope t<> be emmcipated 
from the bondage o of involuntary degradation, which we are placed under 

by the cruel and malicious system of prejudice and caste. Hy education 
mlllli be eiiected t~(ull devefopments of those hidden and important truths, 

which when brouglu to bear upon the hearts and con..."Ciences of mankind, 
l!hjn~ fort.h in the beauty of their na$Ure and illumine their minds, to tile 

{!ad -~ !ill ~embers of die gzeat hum.a.n family shall have aecorded to ' hem 
~ ~~ complete rank as such, regardles.~ of a.ny outward oircam­

~ u denote birth or country. 
, ~n here m~ ~ considered intellet.-tually, morally and physically. 

There can be no harmonious development of chara<.-ter where attention is 

git~~.,~ ~ growdl awl stteagthening o( particular divisio.DS of eapa· 
ci'J'•·,'II!iih011i reference to the entire maa. A system of discipline whieh 
~simply, -to -i!Qprove the physical nature, -or even the physical and moral 

w:ithlil&ti•tegani. to ~e intelleewal, produces at best buL .gigantic strength. 
~ Ie.tesUype of man's exeelleDi?:Y· And a saperstitious religion is always 
~ 111\'l,ev• dangerous . in propoaion as it i.l removed from ~he light 

of m~ and mental cultnre. · This is not more philosophil.iaUy true, \ban 

l!fO.renjn .. ihe .general history of tlle .bUIIl&n race. 
~. \laeD, · prQPerly .understood,, has to do w~ all the laws aDd 

priaeiplea,tbat., ~- our progress in this·life, and only answers im legiti· 

•te dvty. wlaen;itr .seeks to elevate, to liberalia!, to ehristiailize. To this 
end, it gives to its subjects a clearer vision and n greater p<1wer to briBg 
oat•JWldtm.·~"~"to:-eom~ ~ errws.&ild prejudices tba~ ·only live 

_.y-at&~;~-~~ •lllin& ·and to make them l ow and grovel· 
-~ .- ,.,.,.:".;...; '.1"' !1:1':! '·:•r..1 ... ;::'f ·. ' I • ~ ~-



ao 
'\ 
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REPORT OF THE COMM lTTEE ON EDUCATION. 

~ 
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oat•JWldtm.·~"~"to:-eom~ ~ errws.&ild prejudices tba~ ·only live 

_.y-at&~;~-~~ •lllin& ·and to make them l ow and grovel· 
-~ .- ,.,.,.:".;...; '.1"' !1:1':! '·:•r..1 ... ;::'f ·. ' I • ~ ~-



32 • 
These truths arc olearly seen in the Ca.c~i that surround us on every side, 

in the great struggle now being waged between the oppre!ll!or and the op­
pressed. In the comm11nity about us, we are realizing ·daily the bitter evi­

,dence, that an education given in a one-~ided direction, and continued for a 

series of years from father to child, grows up in~ a system .all powerful in 
the accomplishment of ita ends, and subduing to ita aims well nigh every ' 

mind that receives it. Dictated by that self-love tliat delights to claim 
superiority and to exercise rule, we ~ the social and school education of 
the land tattening upon the hidoous error that God has oreated a noble and 
an ignoble race, and that by virtue of this be has given a right to. the strong 

to tyrannize over the weak-to loail his body with chains and shut him up 
from the revelations of light and love guaranteed to him in the very ground 
work of his being. 

The history of slavery a.nd C&Bte in this country is so palpable that it 
needs no recapitulation here. It is a history written in bl~ and black 

with enormities .and crimes: That it owes ita origin and continuance to 

misdirected views is made" evident in the faet that where a different -system 

of culturehu been adopted, tlle so called antagonistic ra.ces .b.ave grown up 

in terms 1lf amity, and have moved on an equal platform, basking under a 
common civilization, and. reaching out to a common destiny. 

The fact made glaring by tllc education adopted, that there is a vast dis· 
parity in the standard of cultare of the two oluaes involved in the vga.ment, 
has. been made a justifying- cause for tyrasninng over' thOBe ·whose only 
crime has been, that where no food ha.s been given them, they have not 'grO'Inl 

fat, and where light has been shut out from them, their sight ·has become 
dim aDd .obscure. 

Time, therefore, having sanctioned the erroneous d~e that 'beeaasc 
there is a difference in development, the truth is evident that there is a 
difference in eapacity. It rests with ·US to >COUnteract the pervened teach­
ings of the l&nd, by filling up as IIOOD · as possible the chasm 'of mind .tJiat. 
has separated us, and to bring to our mental storehouse those rioll freights 
of thought and intelligence that really make eminent-any •people, · &nd the 
WfDt of which makes ue yield too readily to suoh influences as eause us to 
remain the vassals a.nd slaves 6£ a more powerful clan, and pliant subjeCts 
to a system of education highly improper of itself, and which sene8 .to ren­
der lis less · fi.tte!l to appreciate the ad~tages of a true system,, •aDd mU:es 
US: .willing instrumeJ~ts to embahass and postpone the ptO!ipeet& of •l!llll1Uillg 
&ueh ·as is J®Pel· , · ·~ 

. ~s.yst.em of ed!!cation JDOflt ~to our ad98llllelllellt.•eeellla'..t.o'be 
iW,.~ .• ~~t .,.my .~~-·~·lJ~.~~ 
meet, tbt our means of elevatiOJI Ue •tq be efer distinct.-aDd ~· 
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those~>,~ucational appliances that ~d so rapidly to push on~ard th~ great 
Ameqcan people. In other words, 'ie must partake, as far as IS pract1cable, 

in the· advantages .. of those literary and religious institatious, where comrrwn 

rig~ts are respected, and where manhood is acknowledged as an equal inheri· 

tance! Schools established by caste, while they may not be contemned 

where better reliances are not to be had, are depress\ng in their inftuenCils, 
and unfitted to prepare our clu1dren to assume an equality of position in the 

after severe lessons of life. We never may expect to cla.im, or our oppo· 
nents to grant, full freedom in carrying out the great aims of life, where we 
are educated in acknowledgment of the fitness of that spirit of colonization 

that shuts. us out from enjoying the advantages of the better schools of the 
land. This being out conviction, let us give good attention to securing for 
our children a liberal education, remaining steadfast in the determination to 
unceasing efforts to uproot the evil of proscript~on on account of color, 

where•er it is to be met with, either in school houses or in churches, ever 
maintaining perseverance in the right direction, and a dignity of demeanor 

that will charaeterize us as a people knowing our rights, wil~g to assert 

them, and to make sacrifices of present convenience to the end of securing 

their J>'lrm.anent po8session. 
In addition your committee recommend the pa.Ssagc of the following 

resolutions : · · 
Resol1!ed, That the character of Central College, in its principles, its 

·ability and appointments, is such as we can cheerfully recommend to the 

support of the colored people. 

\ 

Resolved, · That the renewed evidence of finn adherence to the principle 

o£ the universal brotherhood of man, as gi~·en by the noble position main­

tained by that institution of \earning known as "Central College," at Me· 
Grawville, Cortland county, which institution spurned the bribe held out to 

it by wa.y of pecuniary a.id frop1 the State, on condition of the departure 

from its principle's, entitles it t() the full confidence and ZC3Ious support of 

c>ery friend of impartial freedom. - -, 
WM. H. TOPP, 
S. MYERS, 
E. N. HALL, 

Committee. 
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from the revelations of light and love guaranteed to him in the very ground 
work of his being. 
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in terms 1lf amity, and have moved on an equal platform, basking under a 
common civilization, and. reaching out to a common destiny. 

The fact made glaring by tllc education adopted, that there is a vast dis· 
parity in the standard of cultare of the two oluaes involved in the vga.ment, 
has. been made a justifying- cause for tyrasninng over' thOBe ·whose only 
crime has been, that where no food ha.s been given them, they have not 'grO'Inl 

fat, and where light has been shut out from them, their sight ·has become 
dim aDd .obscure. 

Time, therefore, having sanctioned the erroneous d~e that 'beeaasc 
there is a difference in development, the truth is evident that there is a 
difference in eapacity. It rests with ·US to >COUnteract the pervened teach­
ings of the l&nd, by filling up as IIOOD · as possible the chasm 'of mind .tJiat. 
has separated us, and to bring to our mental storehouse those rioll freights 
of thought and intelligence that really make eminent-any •people, · &nd the 
WfDt of which makes ue yield too readily to suoh influences as eause us to 
remain the vassals a.nd slaves 6£ a more powerful clan, and pliant subjeCts 
to a system of education highly improper of itself, and which sene8 .to ren­
der lis less · fi.tte!l to appreciate the ad~tages of a true system,, •aDd mU:es 
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those~>,~ucational appliances that ~d so rapidly to push on~ard th~ great 
Ameqcan people. In other words, 'ie must partake, as far as IS pract1cable, 

in the· advantages .. of those literary and religious institatious, where comrrwn 

rig~ts are respected, and where manhood is acknowledged as an equal inheri· 

tance! Schools established by caste, while they may not be contemned 

where better reliances are not to be had, are depress\ng in their inftuenCils, 
and unfitted to prepare our clu1dren to assume an equality of position in the 

after severe lessons of life. We never may expect to cla.im, or our oppo· 
nents to grant, full freedom in carrying out the great aims of life, where we 
are educated in acknowledgment of the fitness of that spirit of colonization 

that shuts. us out from enjoying the advantages of the better schools of the 
land. This being out conviction, let us give good attention to securing for 
our children a liberal education, remaining steadfast in the determination to 
unceasing efforts to uproot the evil of proscript~on on account of color, 

where•er it is to be met with, either in school houses or in churches, ever 
maintaining perseverance in the right direction, and a dignity of demeanor 

that will charaeterize us as a people knowing our rights, wil~g to assert 

them, and to make sacrifices of present convenience to the end of securing 

their J>'lrm.anent po8session. 
In addition your committee recommend the pa.Ssagc of the following 

resolutions : · · 
Resol1!ed, That the character of Central College, in its principles, its 

·ability and appointments, is such as we can cheerfully recommend to the 

support of the colored people. 

\ 

Resolved, · That the renewed evidence of finn adherence to the principle 

o£ the universal brotherhood of man, as gi~·en by the noble position main­

tained by that institution of \earning known as "Central College," at Me· 
Grawville, Cortland county, which institution spurned the bribe held out to 

it by wa.y of pecuniary a.id frop1 the State, on condition of the departure 

from its principle's, entitles it t() the full confidence and ZC3Ious support of 

c>ery friend of impartial freedom. - -, 
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PETITION. 

~ ,. . ' . 
To the LegU;Jature of the State of Ne-w- Yurk · 

Honorable Sirs,-A Sta.te Convention of the colored citizens of this State 
as~emble~ at the Capitol in the city of Albany, on the 22d, 23d, and 24th 
of July, u~;,J; respectf.illy represent to your honorable body,. that the 
Con~titution of this State, in article 2d, see. 1, burdens us with politica.l 

i11c•1ualitic~, and deprives us of rights ·which the declared principles of our 
:rovemment hold to be natural and inalienable. 

These invidious distinctions are unjust, and oppressive on the few that 

<mdure them,-ungenerous and anti-democratic in the mas8es that enforce 
them ; as exhibited by the popular vote on the suffrage question in 1846. 

W c · wou!J further represept, thl:'t the colored citizens ha>e ever been 

loyal to the government, and. in the perilous times of 1812, when to shoulder 

a muskP.t was to bar~ the brea.';t to the weapon of all ~nl!'lny ; though placed 
hy partial legislation beyond the compulsory power of the State, did with 

becoming promptness >olunteer their services to defend our common coun­

try from the i:Jvaflians and depredations of a ruthless and >indictive foe, and 

while by a mistaken stroke of political economy, t.he children 0f these vol­

unteers are spurned and degraded, the successors of the very .men. who met · 
them "in mortal combat by sea and by land, you receive with open arms. 

W ~ submit gentlemen, that our prosrription is unjust, ~d we appeal to 
your ·generosity as Americans--and your honor as uien.to do us justice in 
this matter. · 

By the r~form convention of 1821, virtue and intelligence ~as.made the 
elective ba.~is to all white men, while the colored citizens in addition to 
being tramelled with the requirements of the old gystem, are doubly injured 

by the proscriptiYe character of the new, which" impliedly places us beneath 

this elective basis,-encqurages the baser feelings of the mQTe favored cbss 
to be arra_yed in opposition to us, and cloSC!' against us most of the arenue:. 
"t.o e~olument and honor. · , !' · ' 
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'fhe Constitution, in Article 13, sec. 1, provides for its amendment .;>r 

alteration by the L~lature; wi3 therefore respectfully, but earnestly pray 
your honorable bouy io repeal these anti-republican and proscriptivtf clauses 
of our State Constitution, and all othe~ subjecting us to unequal restric-

tions, 'and as in duty we will ever pray. , 

W. P. 1\'lciNTYRE, f · 
J. N. STILL, Committee. 

H~9KS, · 
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