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STATE CONVENTION.

: ‘ F
To THE PEOPLE oF THE STATE OF NEW-YORK :

Be it hereby known, that the undersigned* Committee, by the expressed
wish of the citizens of Troy and Albany, publish and apprize the citizens
and inhabitants of the State, that a Convention is called and will assemble
in the city of Albany on the 22d day of July, 1851.

The paramount object of this Convention is, to assemble the disfranchised
and aggrieved portion of the people of the State of New-York, to deliberate
upon, and ‘propose, then and there, the course to be pursued in the future
and onward prosecution of our interests and rights.

Wo are not insensible to the fact that the public mind has been deeply
aroused throughout the length and, breadth of this great country, and that
those importa.nt and agitating questions comprehend and involve our inter-
osts and the perpetuity of the government.

And most solemnly are we impressed with this truth also, that the demal
of our rights is the overthrow of the rock foundation grinciples of the coun-
try; for the Declaration of Independence, in the language of the late and
" lamented John .Qu‘incy Adams, recognizes no despotism, monarchial, aristo-
cratic, or democratio, declares that individusl man is possessed of rights of
which no government can deprive him.

With.this view and understanding, two great questions present themselves
for adjustment, the first of which is the recent edict enacted and sent forth
by Congress, called ghe  Fugitive Slave Law ;" and the second in character,"
~ is the coercive and*barbarous Colonization Scheme ; either of which ques-
‘tions is characterized  with irfamy sufficient to libel christianity or sink a
nation. There are other questions of local and State character that demand *
. our immediate: attentlon, viz: “the School-Question;” a , System or law of

the State for the general edycation of all classes of ehﬂdren, without dis- -
' tinetion" or proseription. This philanthropic and.far-seeing law has been
suspended in its nAtural and defined course, and hundreds of children afe.
thereby vmlently egeoted from schools, .and this in open violation of the law,

and for no- reason save that of. God s giving them & dxﬂ'erent edmplenon
from those in power
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A second subject for consideration, but first in importance, is the. ¢ Suf-
frage Question.” A special law of the State requires every colored voter to
be in possession of two hundired and fifty dollars worth-of real estate as a
qualification. These local and general subjects require the people to act
with promptness, union and energy, to effect the desired ends.

Tharefore, fellow citizens, in consideration of these important subjects,
however remote from the Capital, or humble and secluded in your position,
we ask you, in the name of humanity, posterity and freedom, to stop and
consider the importance of your presence and co-operation.. Let it not be
said that ye are insensible and ‘dead to all the interests and motives that
stimulate and enhance life; but conie’up in ymﬁ stardy simplieity from the
cultivated fields, from the workshopa, and from all your different avocations,
and make one great heart, whose pulse has the life and force of the whole
. 'people. Thus inseparably bound in interests, and standing upon the van-

. tage ground of the declafed principles of the government, we have nothing
to fear; “‘and are doubly armed, for our cause is just.” Kook forth dpon
the green and luxuriant fiplds, the umbrageous forests, and mountains that
" aspire to arrest the sun in his downward effulgence, and then say will you
forsake these glories and blessings, hearth-stone and roof-trec, and delibe-
rately give up }yourselves as noworthy of these blessings? If not, then let
there be but one expression coming in multiplied force-—omnipotent, becauée ,
ye are resolved ; and let it be this:

No Prosorrerion—No Suv:s——Usmn-—-annnou anp Equaniey t‘

WM. P. McINTYRE,
EDWARD FREEMAN,
WM. RICH,
) , , . ¢ EDWARD SETH,
- HIRAM JOHNSON,
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j B Teuriday, July 22d, 1861. ;

Pursuant to a cali, the Convention assembled in the room of the Court of Appeals, L
onthe morning of the 22d of July, at 9 o’clock. , The Douse was called to order by
Mr. Stephen Myers, who moved the appuiMm’ent of Rjchard Wright, Esq., of
-A]bany,as chairman pro tem., and H. Hicks, of Catskill, as Secretary pro tem,

By idvitation, the Rev. E, ‘N Hal), of Brooklyn, N Y., addressed the Throne of -
Grace. =

* On wotion of Wm. P. \[clmyre of Albany, the call for the Conventiori was read
by the Secretary, after which the Convention proceeded to enroll the nnmes and
residepees.of delegates, as follows: . LI -

.dlbaﬁy —Stepben Myers, Wm. P. Mclntyre, Hiram Johnwn, W1Umm B. ‘Topp,
Francis Dougé, Charles E. Seth, W C, Gardiner,’ Benpmm Cutler, Richard
Wright, James P. Johnson, Johu Bfringsteel, Abr'm Johnson, James M. Williams,

¢ Henry Johnson, Primus Robmson,;James Youngs, F. Van anken Peter Vande- .
veer, Jacob Ennis. \

Troy.~—Wm. Rich, Edward H. Bishop, Wm. Jonea, Abrabam Stanley, Danml‘
Hall, Loyd, Hasper.

Catekill. ~-Henry Hicke, Martin Cross.

- Brooﬁlyng—Eh N. Hall, John N. Stiles. t
. Wh:tehg ~Henry Willw.ms
. Hhaca . =~Wnd. F. Johnson.
« New Haven, €t —Amos G, Beman. . -

Mr. C. E. Beth, of Albany, offered the following resolutxon, geconded by Hiram
Johuson, of Albany.

Rcsolved Tbat all persons present, who have come from those places wWhere no
regular delegp.tlon to the Couvention is appointed-—who concur with the spirit of the
call of said Convention, and are desirous of participating in ite proceedmgs, sha.ll
by having their names enrolled, be vonsldered a8 delegates.

This rqaolntion created a spirited and. protracted discussion, which was pérticipa-
ted in by Messrs. Wm. H. Topp, Hiram Johnson, Charles E. Seth,’ Henry Hicks,
. Joho N, 8till, Wm, P. McIntyre, and gthers, when after an expresslon ﬁ'om the
Gonvention the resplution was declared lost.

“After which, W. H. Topp offered the following resolution, seconde& S Myers:

Resolyed, Tlm &l persons presont, who are really the aggneved and Identleally
the dxsfranchised and are desirous of participating in the” proceedings of this Cons
venﬁon, Ay, aﬁe; garolling their names, bé considered delegates. And all pych
othier persons, who Wishi fo patticipate, may do so by fnyitation from the Conventipn.

A(teu shorb dwcuuion, the quemon wag taken on this x:gsolnnon, dnd deelpred

n(fomed‘ ST
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By motlon of Mr. S. Myers, saconded by Mr. Seth, it was

Resolved, That a comnutteo of three be appointed to nominate pexmunont officers
of the Convenllon . !

The 1‘6110\\mg gentlgpen were appointed nominating committec: C. E. Seéth,
Frauncis Douge, and Stephen Myers; who, upon their return 1oportcd the following-
hst“—‘

For President, William H. Topp, of Albany.

For Vice-Presidents, Anos G. Beenian, of New.laven, William Rich, of Troy,
and James Morni Williams, of Albany, recently from Goxsackie.

For Secretarleﬁ Rev.Henry chks of Catskill, Greene Co., and Charlea E Seth,

- Esq., of‘Albany, - )
I-‘mance Compiftee-
" Business C(E%yuee ' #n Johnson, Stephen Myers, Richard: Wright, Wiiliam
P. Mclntyre, C:'E. Seth, Nerry. Hicks, John N. Still, and EIf N. Hall.

The President a8 conducted to hls seat by Mr. J ohn N. Stil, of Brooklyn, and
w.E. Mclntyre, of Albany. . .
President Topp, on being conducted to hi3 chair, arose and addressed the Conven.

tion, in a brief and happy manger, referring to the main objects for which ths Con.
vention was called, and coevq d by hoping that good order, harmony, apd disinte. -
rested humanity might characteriZ all ita deliberations. ‘He resumed. hir seat '
. amidst the spirited Bpplause of the Convention. :
After which, a motion preva\led, that 8 committee of three be appﬁ&d to draﬂ:
" rules for the-government of the Convention. *The following gentlemen Were ap. .
pointed: C. E. Seth, Francis Douge, and John N. Still, who retired, and on their
return, reported the following rules: . ..

P. Mclutyre, S. Myers, and F. Dongs.

»

©

" RULES. .

1. Resolved, Thai each session of the Convention be opemed by Addresamg the
Throne of Grace.

2. At the time appointed for the assembling of each session of the Conv ibn, the
President shall take the chair and call tke Convention to order..

3.. The minutes of the preceding session shail be read at the opening of ‘each ses. -
slon, at which time all migtakes, if there be any, shall be corrected. '

4. The President shall decide all questlons of order sub‘)edt tuan ﬂppeal of the
Convention. -

5. All motions and addressqs shull be made to the Premdent ‘the member rising
from his seat. .

6. All motions, except those of refercnce, shall be submitted in vrntmg

7. All committees shall be appointed by the chmr unless otherwise ordered by the
Convention. AR

8. The previous question hall always be in order and until decided shull pretiude
all amendment and debate of the weain question, and shall be put in this form,
¢ Biall the main question bs now put v’

9. No member shall be interrupted while speaking exeept when' put of order when
he shafl be called to order by or through the chajr, .
10. A Inoﬂon to adjourn shsll always be’ Inordeﬁ', and slnll be deeided withont B
debate

11, No member ehail spéak mors than twice ontheumeqnestbn vnlhont lhe
oonlent of the Gonventlon, nor more than fiftesn minuta 8t each time.

hY
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12. 'No resolution, except of teference , shall be offéred 1o the Convention, oxeopt
it come through tES business committee ; but all- ‘resolytions rejected by the com-
mittes may be presented directly to ths Convennon 1f the maker of such wishes to
do so. .

18. Ruleﬂemended Sessions of 1) Convennon sbnll eommence at half-put’Q
o'clock, A. M. fagd shall close at 1 o%lock, P.M.; to commence-at halfpast 2
o'clock, P. M. ,-and:close at 6 P. M. Evening sesmoh shall.gommence at hal( pm 7

o'clgek, a.nd close at tho discretion ot‘ the Convention. .

On mouon of Mr. McIntyre, / seconded by Mr. Hicks, the repor\ of the commmee

- on rules was received. The hour for adjourfiment having &rnved a motion pre-

v _ valled¥that they.be laid over for the considerafisa of - the Conventmn 8t its next ges-
swn By mottbs, the Conventlon was adJOurned uritil the hour of half past 2

e .
fo. e

X B » : "

- + N . - e

Cete L . . AYTEBNOON ‘BBBSION.

e Convention nssémnbled pursuant to adjournment” President in the chair. -
Prayer by'the Rev. James M. Williams., After which the mintites were read and

approved. - .

The Pl?ent ﬁnnoimced, a5 the frst busizess in order, the rules reported by the
committee ‘the previous sesston, which were read by the Secretary, and a motion
proposed, that they be adopted pending which Mr. Willia.m P. McIntyre made
some slight objection to the 11th rule, proposing that it be so ameqded a3 to allow
members debating thirty minutes instead of fifteen, as the rule directs; a briefdig.
: cugsion revealed the ments of the rule, -ané the questmn was taken on the mmd

", ment and loat. COEE
. Mr, McIntyre also- pmpoaed that the thirteenth rale be s0 Gmended 80-as to dimt
‘that the sessions shall open at halfput 9A M, and closeat 1 P. M:; and at half-
‘past 2P. M., snd close at 6 P. M.; and at hsl!‘-pa.st 7P.M., and cl@eauhedb-
cretiuti of the Convestion. Aﬁer which - the quesjjon was takpn aanmended and
adopt 2 1, Main question was tben called for,”and hout dimumon the rules were
declated adopted. -
“Whereupon Mr Wm. P. McIntyre mtroduced the followmg resoluhpn

“Resolved, Thnt all motions or resolutions voted ‘tpon 4nd lost, shall not be recorded’

upbn the minutes bf the Convention, wiless #o #greed upon at the time.> A brief
diseissiop eﬁne‘a and the question taken, and declared lost. A recess bof five
minutes was grsnﬁed and bysolicmtion Mr. Win. F: Johnson, of Ithaca, (who it
pidy not’ bgﬁnﬂsa t4 remark, is totally blind,) favored the Oonventiouwwh 8 BONE,
enfitled the « F‘ugiﬁve Slave; % After which, the busiriess committee refurned, and
reported a egries ofrésolutwns, wmch report»wss, by moﬁon of Mr Myers, gecomed
by H. Hicks, recafved

..

RESOBUTIONS

1. Ruplud, That the cqlored.&ntizens and inhabitants of the State of New.York
willgnpport all law that comprehends the interest of the people, and the welfa.rg of
“% the, Btate, without. regard to coriditfon or complexion. S

gt Ruolvd, ‘That the exercise of the rightsof &anehise isa dug incumbent u,pm,

Cntoppmlinhrs toenpry. end any. m&eyay vlolltion ot‘ a umform rule or
law, 1t inimical fo*hﬁﬂ&htq,ﬁ Pﬂopl@ L
ss8us Ronplyed, That. the. isaposed. eondithm glgch are; required of every talpred
wﬁl&ﬂ voter, ls- an imposition in consequence of its proscnyﬁva chaum:, ‘Qnd

FlanJ ik
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unwise distinctions, generating contempt for those who are thus imposed upon, ahd
leaving them no escape from degradation.-

4% Resolved, That for the purposes of elevating the masscs, a proper system of
education is of paramount importance, and that any system of common or high achodl
edneatlon, whilch teaches guperiority. of races, or creates distinctions based upon
complexional differences, is opposed to the true interest of all clspes by inflating the
one with the false notions of their greatness, and crusbmg the—other by such mﬂn
ences; as teaches them submission mfenonty

B.  Resalved, That it is the ditty: of ®very good citizen, and especml!y every co-
lored perpon, to discountenance, in evey practical way, theterectlon or maintenance
otsepamte sahools for colored children. § i

6. Resolved, Phat we regard the common school law of .this State with the most
profound interest, conceiving it to be a great means for the Christian and civil ad.’
vancement of the State, in consequence of the uniform character indhe educahon of
all classes of children. Yoty
"~ 7. Resolyped, That the trust.ees or commissioners in usm-pu;g the rxgh to wrest
this wholesome law inits natural tendency and just course; exhjbit a maorbid p
dice moving in a sphere far beneath the enlightened policy thdt clothes them th ’
lmuted power. ’ )

A motion npon the socond reading of the eommittee’s report prevailed, that these
redolutions be taken up by numbers for adoption.

‘Resolution 1st was then called for, read, and a motion proposed for adoption;
pending which, the following gentlemen engaged in a gpirited discussion: Messrs.
Wn. P. llclntyre, Hiram Johnsen, both of Albany, and Mr. Wm, F. Johnson, of
Tompkins county, also Mr, Cutler, of Albany. A.fter which tw yeas and nays were ’
called for, and resolution 1st declared adopted.

‘Rasclution 24 wap then called, read and submitted to the pleaame of the Conven.
tign, which was.freely discugsed by Messrs, 8till, of Brooklyn,Myers, of Albany, and
J. 2. Johnson, of Aibany. Question was tken taken, and the 2d resolution adopted.

- Resolution 3d was then called for, read, and by metion submitted to the pleasure
of the house, which without discugsion, was adopted unanimously. After itaadoption
Mr. A, G. Beeman, of New Haven, proposed its neoonsxdermon A motion bemg
stated to that.effect, was overruled by the house.

Resolution 4th was then thken up,.end n.mounn offered {hat it be- &dopted pend
ing:which the following "gentlemen engsged 'in & warm snd interesting discussion:
Mesers, Wright, of Albany, gnd Wm. F, Johnson, of Ithdca, opposing; and W, H.
Torp, Wan. P, McIntyre, 8, Myers, ofAlbm and H. Hicks,. ofGatakﬂl

Honr;for adjonrnment baving arrived, m,otlan Jprevafjed ihat, the aessmnbe ex-
tended. Afesn, minntes. Discusgion was resumed by Mr,. Still and Cutler opposing,
and Hiram Johnson and Myers sustaining. Kﬁer which the Convention ;djonmed
antil ™2 P. M.

-

' : Evening Srsiton.
“The Convention assembleﬂ pnrsnam to adjournment. Prayer by the Rev.E. N,
Hall. After which the minutes of the prqgou session ‘were' read ‘and spproved:
'!’her:p:‘emdem ‘shnouneed ummmm order, the consideration -of Ahe-Mth
pésolutivn; which was tnder #ion atithe tihe of Wdjouramenty mﬂm
m iscussed with increased warmth and ability, by Messvs. Topp’ sustainihg; apd
igl ‘i‘aﬂ éﬂxe?roppom ?&smwa mmaue&far,m %xewh
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Resolution bth was then called, and by motion.submitted to the’ ﬁouse, which, with-
out much discdssion, was adopted by Messrs. R. Wright of Albany, W. F. Johnson
of Itﬁac& and J.-N, Stﬂls of Brooklyn, dissenting. )

Resolutxon 6th was read, and a motion being proposed for its adoption, the ques-
tion was taken without debate, and unanimously adopted.

‘ﬁ Resolntion 7th was-then ti(ken up, and by motion submitted to the pleasure of the
house, which resolution created a spirited and lucid debate, in which the following
gentlemeh freely participated: Mr. Richard Wright and Benjamin Cutler opposmg
and’W. H. Topp, C. E: Seth, S. Myers, Wm: P. McIntyre and J. W. Williams, sus.
{AMing. Pending which, a motion’ was proposed to adjourn, which was overruled by
& second motion to extend the session fifteen minutes. After a short discussion the
yeas and nays were called for on resolationr7th, and it was adopted.

« Rev. Amos G. Beeman then offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That there be & committee appointed, to report upon the following ques-
tions, viz: three on Colonization, three on Elective Franchise, three on Schools, and
three on the Fugitive Slave bill. The followmg gentlemen were appointed :

C. E. SETH, . A. G. BEEMAN,
B. F. CUTLER, - .. . J.N.STILL,
W. C. GARDNER, J. P. JOHNSON,
) Colonization. . Fugitive Slave Bill.
WM. H. TOPP, " H. JOHNSON,
S. MYERS, ) R. WRIGHT,
°  E. N. HALL, : WM. RICH,
N Schools. ' Sqﬂ'rage Question.

The ﬁfbeen minutes extension- of the session having expired, on motion the Con-
vention ddjourned. 4

AN

5 .-
’ \ __ SECOND DAY.

' WeDNESDAY MerNING, July 234, 1851,

The Conventlon assembled agreeable to adjournment, Presidemd in the chaip,
Prayer by H. Hicks. After which the minutes of the last meeting were resd and
spproved. The President announced as the first business in ovder, the consideration
of the remalning part of the series of resolutions reported by the business committee,
or'the resonsideration of resolution seventh which was pending at the time of ad-
journment. BSeventh resolution was then read, and Mr. McIntyre arose and sustain
&d the resolution in a very happy and able manner. He was opposed, however, by
Mr: R. Wright. Mr. Hiram Johnson also sustained the resolution in an eloguent
address of fourteen minutes, showing the mjﬁstioe and usurpation of the course of

" those to whom the resolution refers, and hop&’l that gentlemen seeing it in the light
ithad' been- represented woulﬂ glve that resolntion their unanimous and uncompro-
mising support. .

Mr.J. N. Still arose and bégged leave to correct an opimon that grew out of a
remdark he made “yesterday ddripg the disctssion on resolution fifth. He *stated
that he acquiesced with the spirit and prmeiple of the resolution, but was compelled
to dlsient from the apinlons of genflemen who considered it practicable.” The vote

Wi then takeh on'the resolution and declared adopted.”

A thid stage thie business committee réported resolutions, to wit: 8, &y 10, 11, 12,
18,'14;18; 16: - By motion'of Mr. Wright, seconded by Mr. Hicks, the report, of the
cotamiteee aw ncee'pted and‘a motton prevailed that thiey be taken np separately for

L adoption _ -

O]
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10
- RESOLUTIONS.

8. Resolved, That we look with the same feelings of abhorrence and contempt
now as aver upon the scheme of the American Colonization Society in their efforts to
oxpatriste the free colored people of this country, as a scheme fraught with incalcu-
1able evils to them as a people, and we record our unalterable protest-and condemxw
tion against the project, as unjust and impracticable.

9. Resolved, That we regard with solemn interest the admonition of Marquis de
La Fayette in his farewell address before Congress, 1783, and recommend a serious
contemplation of the same to sll true Americans. ‘¢ May this great monument raised ,
to liberty serve as 3 lesson to the oppressor and an cxample to the oppressed.”

10. Resolved, That we believa it to be the determined policy and premeditated
intention of a large portion of the people of this country to keep us debased and de-
pendant, making our condition as unhappy and us to appear unworthy, thh the
view of forcing npon us one of two alternatives—emigration or alienation.

11. Resolved, That this Convention views with deep sorrow and regret the many
evils that flow through society from the use of intoxicating liquors as a common be-
verage, and that it urges upon all in the inost earnest manner the importance of dis-
countenancing intemperance in all practicable ways.

12. Resolved, That it is the duty of this Convention to urge and encourage with
all their power the occupation of the Garret Smith grants as one of the most safe and
speedy means of alleviating our condition in this state, and also of giving character
and respectability to our people through the United States.

18. Resolved, That this Convention appoint a committec of three to investigate
and report on thissubject.

14. Resolved, That the delegates will encourage the investigation md repoﬂ.o(‘
this committee in their respective vicinities. a

15. Resolved, That this Convention recommend as worthy of the patronage and
important as auxiliaries in the attaipment of the rights of the colored people, and of
their moral improvement, the efficient support of the * Impartial Citizen,” edited by
Rev. 8. R. Ward m Boston Mass., and of the ‘“ Telegraph,” edited and publighed
ip Albany, X. Y., by Stephen Myers, agent of the Delavan State Temperance Unjon,,
and ¢ Fredenck Douglass’ paper,” pubhshed at Rochester, N. ¥. .

Resolution No. 8 was then ealled for, read, and a motion being stated for xt;t\;lop-
tion, Mr. Wm.. F. Johnson arose and sustained it elaborntely, but made some slight
objections to the incongruity of the term * impracticable.” Mr. R. Wright thought
that this word expressed too much, for with his understanding of the right appl;c;-
tion of this word it was ¢ practicable” for man to emigrate to all most any part, and
therefore ho would perfer as a substitute the word. proposed by Mr, Wm. F. Jobn-
son *‘ conlemptable.”

Mr.-Wm. H. Topp sustained the resolution as original oﬂhred also Mr. l(clntyre. '
The amendment was overruled and the question taken on the main resolution, md
adopted,

9th resolution was then read, and by motion submitted to the pleasure of the.
house, The question wag then mken without debate and adopted. )

10th resolution was then read, and 8 motfon, ‘proposed for its adoption, yendhg
which M}. Still aroz to make 80me ex hnanom of its merits, which explanation
created a lengthy and splntgd debm.a, ichdraw oud many. lnterming observations
ofi both sides, all agresing in repudiating the > pringiple at which the resolution aimed,
but d,::, ng lnmodes uto;he - surest wof sucopss.  The qnptlon wag. taken,

]
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11th resolution wasythen read, and by motion submitterl to the pleasure of the
house. Mr, Wm. F. Johnson thought that a resolution of this character was_rather
uncalled for, in consideration of the main object of the Convention. This remark
aroused the native talents, and latent eloquence of S. Myers, who in a speech of 15
minutes, detained the convention agreeably, Yeas and nays werc called for, and the
resolution declared adopted.

At this stage, a motion prevailed that the 8th resolution be reconsidered ; at which
point Mr. R. Wright arose and desired to speak, but was objected to, on the ground
of having twice spoken upon the same question. Whereupon, a mofion was enter.
tained that he be allowed five minutes, but by an expression from the house, was
declared lost. Mr. Wm. H. Topp then spoke with great interest upon the question
Mr. Gugler, and Mr. Jones, of Troy, each warmly sustaining the resolution. °

Mr. McIntyre said he would, by permission from the cimir, correct what he con-
seived to be a wrong impression entertained by some of the delegates, in the usc
and application of the term ‘¢ impracticable.” "Mr. ITiram Johnson spoke to this.
effect, upon the reconslderation of the resolution: ‘* That by ar unceasing discussion
of the nefarious American colonization scheme, invested the subject with an un-
warrantable importance, that the practical effect of the schieme does not justify;
and the love of home in the colored man repudiates. Therefore?, he said * by con-
stant discyssion of the subject, made it appear feasible to the minds of many of our
people, when it desorves nothing more than an expression of silent or sovereign cor-
tempt.” Therefore he recommended thiat to remove the shadow of the [ﬁctica-
bility of this unchristian scheme, it was oMy necessary to engage in the businéss pur-
suits of the day.”

Hour to adjourn having arrived, Com ention adjourned until half-past 2P. M.

—— 4

) AFTERNOON SEBSSION,

Convention agsembled as per adjourvment. President cilled the house to order,
and by invitation, the Rev. P. Vandivere addressed the Throne of Grace. Mmutes
of the mdruing session were read and approved.

The President announced that the busivess first in order was the resolution 1st, as
pending when the mcrning ression adjonrned. Mr. Hicks hoped the question would
be taken on this resolution without further discussion, for he was of the opinion that
to argue it, was to attach importance to-it. Mr. Myers, and Wm.¥F. Johnson, how.
ever, thought to the contrary. Mr. Still said the subject of colonization was in.,
cressing in interest in his vicinity, and referred to 8 communication published fn the
N. Y. Tribohe » by Augustns Washington, which article was justly censwred by the
Convention. The question was then taken, and the resolution adopted.

The 12th resolntion was then called for, and read, and by motion, submitted to
the pleasure of.thé Convention. Mr. Still sustaited this resolution lucidly, and
without t‘urther discussion, by an exprestion of the héuse, it was adopted ungni. -
mously

‘The 18th resolutxon was read and by ‘motion , submitted to the house. Upon
which, Mr. McIntyre enqmred the duty of the committee referred to in resolutions
12 and 18. After a satisfactory explanat:on given by J. N. Still,7 the quesuon was
taken, apd it was declared adopted.

J.N.sull, Hiram Johnson, and Henry Hicks,
Commtttu referred 1o in resolution 134k,
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Resolution 14th read, and a motion being proposed, was adopted without debate. -

The business committee reported a resolution ‘recommending the invest}nent of
monies in public stocks, as being feasible, safe, and promising much -towards the
amelioration of the condmon of the colored people After a protracted and spirited
debate upon the preamble that preceded the resolution, as well as the resolution, a
motion was offered and carried to the effect, that the resolution be returned to the
committee for their further copsideration of its merits, and report again.

On motion, a recess of five minutes was granted. During this short interval, Wm.
F. Johnson sang, by invitation, an anti-slavcry song, at the conclusion of which,
Mr. E. Edward Seth, in accordance with a previous notice he gave to the Conven-
tion during tlre morning session, reported elaborately in behalf of the committee on
colonizgtion. He also availed himself of the opportunity to proclaim his dissent in
toto frony'the opinions of gome of the gentlemen advanced this morning, during-the
debate on the colonizatiop resolntion—of treating the subject with ‘silence,” stn.
died silence.  ‘“ Why,” he asked, *‘ should we treat it with silence any more than
we would slavery ! On motion of Mr. Stephen Myers, the report was rccepted.
After thrilling, forcible, and eloquent speeches from Messrs. Myers and William H.
Topp, of Albany, and Wm. T. Johmson, of Ithaca, commendatory of the report, the
question on its adoption was called for, and carried unanimously, to be printed In
full, in the proceedings of the Convention.: _ ;

The committee on flnancé lifted a collection, and report the result of $1.925.

A motion was then offered by Mr. Mc¢Intyre, seconded by S. Myers, that the final
adjournment of the Convention shall take place on Thursday afternoon, at 4 o’clock.
Carried.

On motion, the Convention adjourned.

, ) Evenixe Sgssion.

The Conventicn assembled ag per adjoun;ment, presidents in the chairs, Prayer
by Rev. E. N. Hall, Minates of the previous session read and adopted ; after which
" Mr. Hiram Johnson arose and reported in behalf of the committee on the Suffrage
question. A motion then prevailed that the report be received; aldo, on a motion
being proposed for its adoption, upon stating the question, Mr. Wm.. F. Johnson
arose exd sustained the report in a most Incid and argumentative address of Gfeen
winutes. After: which thoqnestxonmukenforﬂwadopﬁonoﬂhemponmdit
was carried unsnimonaly.

A letter ab. this stage was introduced, from Junius C. Horell qugofBrooklyn,
L. ., and read in the audience of the Convention; also onefrom Mr. A. Yilliams,
of Salem, Mass., and passed to.the file. After which, J. N, Still, Elq ., reperted in
behalf of the committee on the Fugitlve Siave bill. A motion preihiled that the ve-
port be received ; also a motion being stated for its adoption, Mr, Still aroso and sup-
ported the report in a brief snd interesting address of. fonnaen,minu&eh Mr.C.
E. Seth, also in a very feeling manner sustained the remarks of Mr. Still,* accompa-
nied ‘with an ingeresting speelh of ffteen minutes, condempatory of the Fugitive
Slave cnactment, Mr. W. F:Johnson sustained the repport inan eloquentsédm
of thirty minutes; nﬁet whlch the queltion was taken on its adopﬁonband It s 00
declered unauimously. _,

Mr. Hiram Johnson then reported, lnbehq.lfofthe 'bnlines comgod

o the tolo.
ing rmluﬂon i '

Y
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Resolved, That there be a comxmtt,ee of three appointed to draw up a petition,.
signed by the officers of this Convention, and submitted to the Governor of the State,
with & request that he transmit the same to the Legislature, to so amend the Const.i-'
tution of the State of New-York as to extend equal suffrage to colored men.

It was voted that this resolution be received, and on the question being stated for
ite adoption, Mr. Hicks proposed that it be so-amended so0 as to read, send it to the
Legislature, instead of the Governor. This proposition created a lengthy debate,
in which the following gentlemen freely participated: Mesars. McIntyre, Myors, Seth,
Joaes, and W. F. Johnson, each sustaining their parts with great credit and good
feeling. Mr. McIntyre and Mr. Hiram Johnson sustained the resolution as reported,
and the other gentlemen as amended. After which the qnestlon was taken on the °
amendment and lost.

Mr. Topp begged leave to renew the amendment, and by motion his proposition
was entertaindd. Mr. Topp showed clearly his reasqos for repeating this amendment ;
he believed such a course to be without a precedent, ‘to send a petition to the Gover-
nor for him to bear to the Legislature, and feared that adopting such a resolution
would excite ridicule. Without further discussion the question was taken on the
amendment to the amendment, and declared adopted: reading thus, That there be a
committee of three appointed {o draw up a petition signed by the officers of this Con-
vention, and sybmitted to the Legislature of this State with a request that they so
amend the Constitution, &c.&c. &c. &c. Maln question was then taken and the re-
solution declared addpted.

: T WM. P. McINTYRE,
J. N. STILL,
H. HICKS,
e Commitiee on, Petition.
At this stage the finance committee lifted the collection and reported as the result
the sum of $2.11. A motion to adjéurn prevailed, to meet Thursday morning 9
o’cleck. . : :
The Convention sdjourned harmoniously. L.

A WA

. THIRD DAY.

TuorspAY MoRNING Sxmon, July 241,

The Convention usembled as per adjournment ; the house was ‘called to order by
Vice-Presdent Williams. Prayer by Vice-President Rev. A. G. Beeman. Minutes
of the previous session read and adopted. After which Mr. J. N. Still moved that
fesb]uﬁon 10th be reconsidered. This resolution aimed at the refutation of a libel
pnb!ished in the Exprees of N. Y. and republished in the Express of Albany, reflect-
ing. upon the moral and aocial chamcwr of the colored people. This resolution called
out a warm and elaborate discussion. Mr. Seth ‘‘ hoped that the Gonventlon would
give attentlon to the observations of Mr. Still, in reference to tho libelious commu-
nication referred to, for, gaid be, this Convention should give it it ‘Just and merited
rebuke.” Mr. McIntyre ‘ thought the best method of rebuke would be to treat it
with ailent contempt, and Lie hoped the Convention woald not consume time in dis-
cussing it, while there were matters of greator moment, that claimed the consideration
of the house, in view of its final ldjoumment at the hour of4 p, x.” Mr. W. F
Johnson ¢ thought that sjlence upon that subject would tend to confirm and&rugthen ,
the prejudxceu of those who are really ignomnt of the condition of the colored people

4
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in the cities, &c.; he would therefore give it an elaborate consideration.” Mr. My.
ers algo suatained the remarks of Mr. Johnson, and pertinently referred to a number
of efrcumstances, that would. inevitably refute the communication in the Express.
Mr. Hicks moved that the resolution be laid over, and all further debate relating to
it, until the hour of half past 2 o’clock, ». w. The question wasa taken, and the reso-
lution was laid over.

Mr. Topp gave notice that the committee on Schools and Education was ready to
report. ‘He (Mr. Topp) then reported in bebalf of the committee. It waa voted
that the report be received. On s motion being proposed that the report be adopted,
Mr. Topp gave an interesting narrative of the principles and condition of the Mc-
Grawville College, which was recommended in the report as worthy the patronsge
of all the friends of equality, and especially the colored people. Also Mr. W.F.
Jobuson warmly recommended that institution as being all that it professes to be, to
all intents and purposed, and he could cheerfully endorse the sentiments of the gen-
tlemen (Mr. Topp) in commending it to the pgtronage of the colored people. The
question was then taken on the adoption of the report, and carried.

Mr. W. P. Mclntyre gave notice that he was ready to report in behalf of the com-
Inittee appointed to draft & petition to the Legisiature. He then came forward and
reported ; and a motion prewﬂed that the report be received; and on motion the
repart was unanimously adopted.

Mr. Hicks moved that the Convent;on take a recem of thirty minutes, at the hour
of 12; carried.

Rev. A. G. Beeman then moved that the rule be suspended for the time being,
which relates to the report of resolutions through the business committee ; carried.
Mr. Still then by resolution, made reference to the Gerrit Smith’s lands. Hour of
recess baving arrived, the Convention was suspended until 12 1.2,

’

THURSDAY, half-past 12 P. M.

The Convention r bled a8 per suspensi Mr. Still resumed hig remarks on
the Smith grants in a happy manner, showing why the colored people should occapy
them, which drew-out remarks from several gentlemen, among which was Mr. Mc-
Intyre, W. F. Johnson and others. President Topp then gave notice that the hout.
had arrived to consider the suspended resolution, to wit, resolution 11th. Aﬁer S
brief but spirited discussion on this subject, the resolntwn was declared ade

Mr. 3. N. Still offered the following resolution, which was entertained by Y

Rejolved, That upon the colored people depends, under Gdd, the important dnty
of preserving the Christian church from idolstry, and the entire people ﬁ'om ififidel-
ty, and the republic from destruction.

¥r. Cutler said he could not go for this resolujion, indeed be was opposed to &t
all together; he could not see the propriety of introducing 1t in this Convention;
the subject to which it relates seems ‘‘ begged ;” besides that, the Conventior bad
not time to consider such grave gubjects at this time.

'Mr. Hicks observed that if he was sure the discussion upon | thm resolutlon wonld
end Yiere, he would reserve his remarks; but he saw a disposition to extend the dis-
cussion, and he feared o the overthrow or the resolntion, snd disrespect to the prin-
¢iplc involved; he could not agree with Mr. Cutler, .that the Convention had not
timg tc comider this * grave snbject,” for in his opinion, - if: the Convention had not
time to cunstdef’ s subject of such vital interest to the people of color, as that of

: guardﬁ:g ﬂrem from - nkeptfcism or inﬂdehty, or in qther words saving Toen’s'souls,

L.
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he was at a loes to determine what they had time to consider. Hc boped this reso-
lution would paes with an overwhelming vote, )

Mr. W. F. Johuson ssid he felt pained to hear gentlemen on this floor argue as
did Mr. Cutler; if the gentleman could pot see the merits of this resolution—if be
could not appreciste its spirit, he must say he deeply sympatbised with him, for he
feared he was borderjng to one of the principles which thregtens the destraetion of
the church and people. » '

Mr. McIntyre said he regretted the necessity of detaining the Convention at this
late stage, but he feit called upon to speek, even at the expense of being classed with
¥Mr. Cutler, who has 8o warmly opposed the passige df this resdlution. He would
enquire if we would not be arrogating too much to the colered people, by endorsing
the sentiments of that resolution; he thought we did, and he hoped before gentlemen
voted on it, they would calmly consider what the resolution agsumes.

Mr. Topp said the resolution met his approbation at once, and experience and
observation combined to convince him that there was more truth then fietion in the
resolntion. Ho therefore hoped it would be adopted.

Jir. Hall said be saw clearly the providence of God in prescreing the religion of
Jesus Christ pure among his persecuted people, and those very persecutions were &

. means to that end.

The question was thendaken on the resolntion, and declared adopted. ’

At this period, the commitiee reported . thrqugh Mr. Hliram J ohnson, a scries of
resolutions, tawit: Nos. 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23. A motion prevailed {hat
the report be received ; and also it was voted, that they be taken up by numbers for
adopiion.

At this point, the finance committee raised the collection, and reported &7 cents.

Resolution 16tb was then called for and read as follows: T

Resolved, That we recommend to ail colored voters to cast their votes and to
wield thelr pomica.l influence in favor of those ren who in their peblic course have
given the best proof of being in favor of universal and impartial freedom. Question
taken, and it was declared sdopted.

Resolation 17th was called for and read as follows : )

Resolved, That there be a State Central Committee of nine appointed, whose duty
it shall be to call a State Convention 8t such time and place as they shall judge ex-
pedient. Question taken and declared edopted. )

* * . State Central Commiltee.

W. H. Topp, S. Myers, Albany; Wm. F. Johnsen, [thaca, Tompkins ¢o.; Wm.
Meclntyre, Albany ; H. Hicks, Catskill, Greene co,; Wm. Rich, Troy; Hiram John-
sop, Albany ; (';eorge Weir, Jr., Buffalo; Charles B. Ray, New-York.

" Resolution 18th was amended to resd as follows . ‘ T

Resolved, That W. H. Topp, C. E. Seth and H. Hicks be a commitiee to publish
the doings of this Convention, and ‘are hereby authorised to collect the ngeessary
means, and that W. P. Mclutyre and J. P. Johnson be added to the committee for
the purpase of soliciting funds, s3d commitiee to furnish each mewber of the Legis-
latare with a copy st its-next session. Adopted. «

19. Resolved, That this Convention return hearty thauks to the Governor and
Trostees of the Capitol for the use of the same for the sitting of this Couvention.
Carried. ’ .

20. Resoloed, Thet this Convention retuya {banks to Mr. Jenkins, the Saperiv-
tendent of the Capitol, for the politdness and sttention he has shown to the members
of this Convention. Carried.
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M. Resolved, That we the delegates tender our thanks to the Prosident of this
Convention for the able, dignified und impartial ‘manner in which be~haa presided
over its deliberations. Carried.

22.  Resolved, That 2 vote of the thanks of this Convention be presented- to t.he
Secretaries, Mr. Seth and Hicks, for their valuable services during the sittiog of the
Gonvennon Question taker :md carried

At this juncture the coramittee on finance reported as foﬁown

Received by collections, $5 91
Paid for circuisrs,........ .. 25
X Paid for stationery,......... e e ... 88
Paid for'postage,.......cocvvvviiiinian.. 00
Paid for sweepin, hnll ST e rer v, 25
& . —— 4:88
Balance on hand, ................................ e : \__ 1 03
W. P. MYINTYRE,
F. H. DOUGE,
S HKYERS.

Fingrice Commiftes.

+4A motion prevailed that the balance in the hands of the committee of finanee be
paid to the publishing committes. A motion prevailed that the minutes be read,
which was complied with, and by motion adopted. Aﬂer which it was resolved tlnt
the Convention adjourn sine die. The Convention was adjourned by singing .the
doxology “ Praise God ¥m whom,” &c., snd by prayer from the Rev.E. N. Hall,
and then dismissed in the most harmonious mxumer
Sigoed, W. H. TOPP, ,
President.
. A. G. BSENAN,
. W. RICH, .
W WILLIAMS, :
. - Vice Praﬁeqta.
. ‘ C. E. SETH, "
H. HICKS,
Secrdanu.

Abany, July 241k, 1851 - e °



REPORT ON COLONIZATION.

The advancement which the Colonization Society has made iu late years,
though haud passibus equis, through bequesthed legacies, throngh life
contributions, and through the strenous efforts of collective bodies, proves
eonclusively;, thongh™ not alarmingly, the hold it has gained on the publie
mind ; and of the paramount necessity of our calling the attention not only_
of the free colored people of this State, but of every state in the union where
they can aot individually, and collectively, to the detriment and diwomﬁt.ﬁr\-
of the institution.

In the formation of this socicty, in the earliext period of it« existence,
when the principles, and object of its organization and government were
promulgated, when its Proudfits, its Bachanans, ite Ashmuaus, ity Clays, its
Cpessons, its Gnrleys, its Pinneys, and a host of others were sent into the
field as pioneers, as Governors, as Le(.tu.rerﬂ a3 Orators, and as Presidente,
under the pretext a8, we kaow, and as we ever have and still believe, of
ameliorating the condition of the colored people—of promoting their general
welfare, by striving to send the nominally free portion of them to Liberia;
but whose sole purpose in fact was, and is still, the accomplishment of a
"‘hsppy riddance ”’ of us, from this our pative land, to be transported te the

 dederts of Africa.

This preflect for our removal. whole ule snd vetail, created in the mind
and heart of every man and woman of vs, a bitter contempt, snd znimesity
toward such an institution, and all tho<¢ who associated themselves with it

"The scheme was derided and mocked and repelled by the people of color
and their friends, at every step diligently for a season, undl, in the minds
of some, the success of such an cbject seemed too impossible to give canse
for sny real apprehension of its working evil in the future ; sad the people
appear to have ‘folded their arms, and consigned their hitherto assidvous
+ opptsition to:thé keeping of s * masterly inacticity,” tacitly watching the
movements of these pretended philanthropists.

-But in the progress of time ; through the diligent and unremitting ¢Sortn
. and-untiving 2eal of: tho colonizsstionists for the svcecess of their “ darlingy

. schewie,™ we find ot this stage of the society's existence, of more than a

'qnmer of a century, a recuscitstion of Tife, wtill vigorous; stil growisg;
. 2 . -
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strengthening in its strength ; accumulating in numbers; gaining in re-

somrces ; and with 3 spirit of dotermination to effect the desire of its purpo-

ses, if possible, in the end. To facilitate the completion of this work, the

“ powers that be’' have been invoked to engage in the mean calling—a

calling adverse to the wishes and dispositions of nine hundred and ninety-
- nine colored persons out of every thousand; of urging them bngaudy pic~
tures, to seck a mew home in a foreign land, no more peculiar to their
natures, (and assuredly repugnant to their inclinations,) than it is adopted
to any other portion of the American people, or the European nations. -

The idea that that country (Aftica,) is more fitting to the constitwtion of
the colorod American, than to the white Awerican, is nothing Jess, nisthing
more than sheer hypothesis, What human invention, what logie, can conw
trovert the immutable laws of ativity. - .

Through the will of an all-wise Providenoe we wors born in this eountry ;
consequently by virtue of that birth, this is our country, and the only one
we claim a8 our own, and is in every respect suited to our natures wholly. -

That on the color of a man, or of a nation, depends the civikeation dnd
evangelization of the same, is not oaly absurd but libellous of reason.

Not African complexion, or the desoendants of Africa slome, but through
the hazard of acclimation, foreigners of all complexions may, out of the wn. -
hown material of the native intellect, by the process of ciyilization, edueas
tion and evangelization, based upon God’s laws—the preceps.and. pragtics
of his religiofi; wot man's, work out that country’s uitimate redemption and
salvatioa frbm ignorance, and place her on the road to, natipnal eminene, ”

And we avail ourselves of the eonvenience here, to assert that it is not
from any feeling of malignance, in the slightest degree whatever, owaeds
Africa, and her rescue from darkpess and oblivion, or.any other counizy of
beathenism and idolatry, (although the Liberiang have suggestedesome infa-
mous offers:to this government in their eagerness to be nationally ‘recogrised,
and which we shall allude to in the conclusion of this report,) that we dos
nounce the American Colpnization scheme ; but from the {acs, notwithstand-
ing it ostensibly bears upon its faee a kind of philanthrophy ; such. akin.
deop philanthrophy that we spurn—that its primary and ending: objeet is
our complete removal to Africa, withoat the expressed epplieation originally
emanating from the intelligent colored people direcily, themselyes. . s i

Then why should they assume a responsibility, uamooted and naivuthor,
-ized by those whom it is calculated to affect injuriously; a scheme, the' ery
essence of whickis so palpably  wrang, sud éo impracticable, that. it can meper
bo acosmplished.” The jutelligance, the spirit.of -humanity, the pregreative
morel sentiment of the age i sverse to it. Itis folly’s. foil. to. mege ite-dle

P
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.. And to tell us that we eannot rise to » standard of high, moral, social, and
!nteuaatml elevnwn with the white man of this country, throws no damper
of *hmn‘hty arverr gur all axertions, gud resclute perseveranee, to pursus the
sttainment of these objects, with the indomitable spirit of Americans stregy
gling for American rights. '

Have we not many things to encourage us? have we not ¢ven amid all
deprivations and degradstions slowly, yet steadily made advances in the
improvement of our moral condition and mental acquirements? The dark-
ness of the past; the dawning light and developments of the present; and
the bright hopeful future, all inspire us with confidence to go onward, aiming
upward, trusting in the will of Providence, and the growing moral sentiment
. of the people, that the withheld rights of one portion of the American peo-

.ple will yet, sooner or later, be bestowed upon them.

The. opposite of this,no man whose mind is freed and uofettered from the
corroding effects of color-prejudice belioves.

All our interests are indissolubly identified with the country through
weal or woe.  And it matters not if collossal impediments obstruct the way,
they are but temporary, and we, by.the help of God, intend to remsain and
work out our elevation, and the disenthrallment of our brethren from slavery.

The slow movement of the emigration of free colored people, orly 7,000
in 80 years, throws a gloom over the desired speedy accomplishment of the

_ object of the society, and hence the. effort made to ‘increase its caplcities,
and ‘extend its powers for operating more effectually. They have appealed
‘to State legislatures, and have succeeded in getting several of these guthori-
-ties to move in the matter, by passing resolutions commendatory of the
scheme; nnd recommending the national government. to undertake the ex-
pense of colonizing all who will go. Some of the most prominent statesmen
bave given'it their approbgtion. One particularly, who indicates his wil-

. Yingriess that the Land Fund should be so appropriated as to facilitate the

peacable conclusion of this-project, to Wit, our banishment. . Virginis by a

law enneted in 1849, appreprintes: $30,000 for the benefit of this nefarious
scheme: Maryland hss too a fund of long standicg for the same purpose.

But we yomst express our happy pleasyre at the failure of the Colonization

Somty of thm State, to obtain at the recent session of the Legishtnre, an
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We give below the result of the operations of the society, from its oar
Best state down to the yeer 1850. Not very: flattering, surely, in view of
the ratio of increase of the oo popolation “in the United States. The
€atire number of emigrants sent to Liberia by the American Colonization
Society, and its auxiliaries from each State, from 1820 to 1850, inclusive.

Massachusetts, ......o..vuuiui.. .o, ., PN 1
Connecticut, . . ........ e, e , 1
Rhode Island, .ani...vvunueene. ... et rerar i inenare e, 32
New-:fork, .............. e ierrene e, vt eieerirasnas 107
“New Jersey, ........... ettt et eee e . 1 .
Pennsylvapia,. . cooviis i e e 101 «

Delaware, .., ..

Total number sent by the Society,.cooveneuinverinn..... 6,118

BEOAPITULATION.

sNumber born free, c.oner ittt ireeree s vesn. 2,815 \) ,2 L{ 8 b
Number that purchased their freedom,..........ocvvvvua, . e 1861 £ '
Number cmancipated in view of emigrating to Liberis,........ 3,886

- “Fumber of Iiberated Africans sent by the U. S. Government, - -
tocluding 766 by the Slave Ship, ** Pons,”......unevvoveen. . 1,084

Totsl number sent by the Societ‘y afl U. §. Government, 7,160 . c
Yomr committee inyite your attention to the bold move of onr adve.ra; '
ries, in the presentation of their  Brizat” scheme, and St.am.on”

thehst(}ongrws,moxdertosemretheeo—opemtmn oft.haGenerd :
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allegiance to the government ander a just, ixﬂpg.rtjﬂ administration of its
oongtitational laws now, as were their patriotic sires, whose bloo? moistened
Bunker Hill, Red Baok, Valley Forge, on the lakes Erie and Champlain,
and other noted memorable battle grounds, of the revblutioﬁm;y and the lagt
war. ‘ ! . ‘

In this bilt rally of the colonizationists, the gigantic proposition sbove
mentioned, it is proposed that the government should build large mail

steamers, (subject to be converted ipto war *teamers) to%sply botween.

the United States and the west coast of Africa, touchmg at intermediate
maritime ports, to carry out emlgra.lts at $10 per head, just one-fifth of
whst the society now carries them for. Nothing said, of course, about
bringing them back, should they be disappointed in the countr), or ﬁndmg
the hot clifnate disafreeable aod i injurious to thexr health and 'kife; for once

. there, there you must remain, -

Let it not be said thn.t nope desire to Teturn. We have proof to the con-

tmy of this. The object is to get you out of this country by suasion and

posm}.uhty, if it can be dome; but not to,bring you back under any cir-
cumstances whatever. .

And for the completion of this, all kinds of chicanery and stratagem will
be employed to aHure the people thitherward; the eternal summer, and
the ea;th’é enduring verdancy; the salubrivus climafe, and the double crops
of ita.fertile soil ; its growing. marketable productions. and the independence
of its inhabitsnts ; the enjo;ments and privileges of its citizens, will be
pictured-forth in glowing, colors, to deceive you.

We implore you, fellow countrymen, by reason of the associations' that
oling awnn& you; by virtue of the interests that endear your attachment
to your native land ; because of the holy tics of consanguinity, identifica-
tion, and the obligations of brotherhood, and humanity, you owe those in
bonds a8 ‘bound with them. to-let none of these- delusive mirrors eonfound
and entrap you.

Yet in the face of all this, we have noticed recently, movements among,
the people in Ohio, and Maryland, of a disposition to orgaize themselves
into sogieties, (to their shame be it Tecorded,) for the purpose of emigrating
to Liberia, under‘ the amspices of the American Colonization Society.
Pmy what sre tbe reasons assigoed tor deserting so cowardly, not only their
mhn.g, bn.t fonr mmlons of the!.r countrymes, ground to the earth in the
gallmg chains of shvery ?

I3 it because their faint hearts despair of ever seeing aébrighter morn—of
m the dswnmgen when the goddess of unjversal liberty sball pro-
n{mqmlnmw‘ﬂm madmnmestodmmmmwe&mof

Ul e




If 5t is in sincerity the former, in view of their modus operandi, we éan-
Bot commend their course and action, bécanse it exhibits such gross imbe:
efity, and the extingnishment of that genius of freedom, which ks struggled
%0 long unparallelled in the breasts of colored Americahs, from the days of the
op}iresaed colonial settlements down fo the present hour. If the latter, we
cannot, without giving the falsehood and semblance of indifference to our
, earnest professions, and appeals for our rightful claims as American born

citibne, sanction such pusillanimous proceedings ; *but on the contrary,
knowing as we do, the real motives of the co]omzatlomsﬂ brand ther con-
duct 3¢ infamous and contemptible.

Is it not worthy of us as citizens of New-York State ; us we would war
against slavery and intemperance or any ether guestion, that locally aud
pationally affected the socxa! moral, political and religious concern of the
people, alike keep pace with the renewed actions and efforts of tﬁe Coloni-
zationists, and anew stamp this growing ill design snd a.tt.ack Bpon our
domestic bappiness, our hearth side, and our interests nmversally, with 2
burning reprobation, and conterapt, commensurate with that in spirit and
action which characterized the early laborers in this canse of Kum&nity and
right, against wrong and injustice ? ought we not the more so when colored

+men tarn * pliapt miions,” and insufferable dupes, at the blddmg of a class
of men Wwho professedly are our friends, yet whose very system of philan-
throphy, were it possible to be put into operation successfully, wonld, opr
peace and harmony and felieity destroy ; partlenhrly ought we feéesrd otr
dissent, firm and utter condemmation, having wmot 3 parhc'le of symp:thy
with the spirit and letters of a colored man, recently published in'the New-
York Tribune, in ﬁwor of ¢ Afnm (‘olomznhnu," Yazed wpon spasmodie
ebnmhon, a soenting panic and phrenzy of despair of the colored people
ever secunng their legmmnte rights of enfmncblsement n‘amu.mhee, &e., in
this country ; whieh in every line of ' said wmmnmmtmns, the observer will
detect the egotist’s proud dl.sappomtmem.ﬁ traitorous tendencies nnd the
asyn-atmns of unmerited politieal d:sﬂne:.lons B

The. mcoznsxdetate hearer and rcad:er muat, pot wilfully decexve hmse]f
with regar& t0 any a.pprehensmn we entcrtam,,or at any time prev:omly epter-
thined, of the success of the colonizatioff saheme for we believe, & t.nﬂy

a3 we- behevemthe God of Heaven,t.be &reuioroff,he umvneme,ﬂwtm
vclmobpctxs gamad, 'the clarion-tones of ﬁeArcbangel will l;ote':beebd

‘ lm,‘mbemgmgmda udoii:uﬂgmmznmponﬁbhw
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 smovantaut of all our expressions and deeds, we will dver alaim this land as
aur home—our gwn 'native home ; that we are deeply attached to t, and
will labor on only to the end forthe overthrow of slavery, and for the righta
of eolored Americans and their posterity.

Fellow eitizens, let us redplve, and

“ Re-geaclve in all the inimity of thought,” combined with action,
that we will never by any cousent of our own, volantarily and shamefully

refinquish our birth-right by flecing the country ringly or in legmns nnder
the protection of such &n Tostitution. & .

With respect to the repeated assertion that it is momlly, religiously,
and politically 2 delusive ides wé cherish, in looking forward to the future,
for & hepe of obedmng respeetable and promment. positions in this land,
common with others of capabllrty and merit, by virtue of the development
of those holy and noble triune " characters ; Ellt that we must remain as
drudges upon society—as hewers of wood sodrawers of water evermore,
we consider, as all candid, honest men are bound to sdmit, the most impotent
argament advanced for our extermination from these shor;ﬂj and hyperboli-
cal because unsubstantiated by evidence, practicable and ednclusive.

" Were it actually necessary—more than that, were it desirable here—we
could enter into a statistical review, and )nstanee seve:p.l localities of colored
people, and exaviple very many individuals, {even though swrounded by
dludvmb,gems embarrassments,) who bave made and, sre still malding
rapid improvement in the highest development of their moral and mental
capacities. ’

Fellow citizens, Jet no fn.scinat.mg inducemente—no ' eloquent rhetorie—
no eulogmﬁc encomiums of lbena, draw yeu into the snares of your deaz,
philantbropie, and friends. But by every renewed means in
your power, while you will do nothing intentionally and directly detrimen-
-tal to the development, civilization, and evangelization of Africa, by oppo-
sing eny man, or & body of men, who choose to emigrate there or elsewbere,
under other influences than the Colonization Society of this country, battle
sgainst this hydra-head of iniquity—this sibtle scheme and corruption, at
al! times, and under all circumestances, now, henceforth, and foreves.

‘We now call your attentipn 28 members of this C;)nvention, as brothers
as citizens, o8 eouttrymen, to a fact, though not generally known, is too
trae.  We ask you, esn you right heartily ssnction the course proposed to

“be pnrsned by the Liberians in t.hexr solicitude to be recognized by the
govememuftheﬁmtadﬂm? “'They are willing, in the language of

- - Mr. Gurley’s report, “in yiew of the peculiarities of the condition of the free
. ookored people, and others of the African race” (meaning the slaves) “ in

- i 0oRBLrY, they well know and have no wish by any relatwm which may
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e estabiished between thelr covernment and the .Uniwd States, to causs
inconventence or embarrassment.”

They arc willing, in substance, to bow slavishly to the worss sense, feel-
ings, and views of the American government, by offeringto clothe the white
citizens of the United States with full diplomatic power to act 88 smbassa-
dors, minister plenipotentiary, &c., &e., for Liberin, thus virtually remnin-
ing unrepresented, providing the United States confides to the citisens of
that republic any business it wight desire trunsacted in Africa with the su-
thorities of said republic.

Was there ever such a treaty formed and ratified i the history of aml- '
ized nations ¢ * Has the United States government over placed the mation’s
senl of honor and fidelity to such a negotiation? But she has refused to
recognize the independence of Hayti, and she will refuse to. recognize
the independence of Liberia, aceording to the universal mode .and man-
ner of recognizing free and independent nations; the power of looomo-
tion ; the protecuon of citizens of each country, at home or abrmd the
mutual mterclmnge of ministers, counsellors; security tocommerce,&o &e

No, fellow-citizens, we do not believe that you wonld as Amenoﬂm, en-
dorse such an inglorious wegotistion. We believe, if the question were Put
to the egtire coloréd people of the United States, for their wnldemhon.
we would hear, by way of response, one long, Joud acclamation, nlmg np
simultaneously from the city, the \'dlnge, the valléy, the mountain slde
No! No™ Never!!! Never!!!

C. KEDWARD SETH,
BENJAMIN F. CUTLER,
WILLIAM GAEDENEB

o,




REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON ELECTIVE FRANCHISE.

P ST ~

To tax ProrLE OF THE 8TATE OF NEW-YORK -

Most, sovereign citizens of the State of New-York, your motto is"* excel-
sior,” lugher and still more high : inspiring as this sentiment must be to every
mtelhgent xnhubxtant you will therefore not be surprised at being addressed
on the pmcncal application of the principle contained in the sbove sentiment,
t.hou.gh it should come from the most humble ‘of its inhabitants. We, the
colored emzens and mhablumts of the State, appeal to you in view of your
supreme power, and ‘the intelligence with which you are possessed, in hebalf
of our rights ; &, 'boon that must be ever sacred to men raised under & Deme-
oratic and C’hnsum form of government. . In the year 1821, unfortunately
for us and unwisely for the State, the colored citizens of the State were left
trammeﬂed and bumbled by the copvention of the abovedate. For forty-five
FesT8 the eolored citizens enjoyed the rights of franchise in common with the
white mbahmm.a of the State. But at this advanced and progressive period
of the Btata’sh:stary the wise and liberal portion of the citizens of the State
reahzed 3 negesaity for an alteration of the State Constitution, wishing there-
by tg havq fm' an elective basis, the virtue and intelligence of the peoplu

_prefe:ence 10 property bases or qualification which was then 2 constitutional
requirement. A, conveation was called for this important object,each coun-
ty sending d&hgnes $0 represent its interest, and those delegnxa receising
their elqct.wn in, part at the hands of the colored electors, met'in convention
to extend. tbanm of freedoms. But alas, fellow citizens, . what was the rc-
gult ; t.hepoqrnhoﬂoodmthegmtestneedofasumulustoemcrge from*
the pondluan in -which they had suffered so grievously, were still lefi to
Wudnhampnmmbem embarrassment, while their white fellow
mmmopmup,ppphuoalhghwaxthmngh which all might pass withomt

. , 8ave that of a small minority designated hy the exter-

h God gave them. This providence of God was used to

ﬂ;em,mthaextantofthawemtmee admgtm,



~

‘onstitation”of the Tinited Stafes: ' (Ref. to Nilés" Congiiidtnial

26

contained in the herald of the country’s freedom : * We hold these traths to
be self-evident that oll men are created froe and >qual, and are endowed by
eir Creator with certain inalienable rights, among which are life, liberty
and the pursuit of happiness.” The ark of the covenant wss grounded and
settled on these indestructible principles, and moreover, in after years,
guaranteed by the adoption of the Constitution of the United States, art. 4,
sec 2, clause 1, wherein it is declared ** that the citizens of cach of the states
shall be entitled to all privileges and immunitics as citizens of the several
states.””  The colored man’s constitutional rights as a citizen have never been
questioned until recently, and that by those whose cupidity prompted them
to mmke an effort to injure him in his strongest position, in the unquatwna
ble and arowed protection that the United States Constitution throws arpund
and extends to the whele free representative masss. The colored man’s
rights are not peculiar or extrenuous, but are in common with thoss of the
whole people, and incontestabls evidence to this effect may be found in the
circumstances of the admission of Missouri into the Union in 1821,

*The people of Missouri mede overtures to Congress for admission into the
TJuion 23 o sovereign, independent State, and at the uame_ﬁme submitted the
Constitution they had framed. But their admission into the Union was're-
sisied by a myjority in Congrese, on the ground that s olause of the 26th
see. of the 84 art. of the-proposed Constitution, made it o duty of the Gen-
eral Assembly to pass laws such ss might bo mecessary to prevent free no-
groes or mulaitoes from coming to or settling in the State under aty pretexi
whatever ; which it was maintained was a violstion of the Constitution of
the United States, art. 4, sec. 2, clavse 1, wherein #t is declared © thnt the
citizens of each State shatl be entitled to all the privileges and fmmistiitics of
the citizens in the several States.” Hereupon s ‘debste srobe of gieat in-
terest, which agitated the Union to-the rémotest extremity. Thd Sdiie of
this was 55 follows : the refusal to simit Misousi into the Usion'was not
withdrawn wntil the General Assembly of that Stute, in uom:»mityw o Fiie
damental condition imposed by Congtess had, ¥y s wot pasded for that Pur-
pose, sclemnly enncted and declared that this State, Missouri bas disented
and does ussent that the 4th clause of 26tﬁ ‘seetion of the 34 a¥tithatef thi
Constitution Should ‘not be commtrued o nthm%umge of aby v,

- amed that me law shall be passed in confom‘ity"chereto by wihiol in’:”y tiiren

urem:er of the Btates shall be excluded from the enjoyinent’

hnyd"ﬂ:e
’ ‘aril immeunitids to' which sndxc’m'iansdeenéﬂed ‘

[
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Congress, presaribing the condition aforesaid by his proclamstion. dated
August 10th, 1821, declared the admission of Missouri into the Union to be
complete. Here then is incontestable proof of a common proprietary inter-
et i the government and liberties of the country, colored with the white
citizens. We need not be told after the above statement ard proof, that the
Couventon of 1821, of the State of New-York, which altered or introduced
into the Constitution the word ** white,” making the clause.read “every
white male citizen of the age of twenty-one years” should, on certsin condi-
tions specified, be entitled to vote, was an infraction of the rights of eclored
citizens, The elective basis of the State was not property, that being sup-
planted by the alteration, therefore all the male inhshitants of the State, in -
virtee of their locality and the alteration of the State ‘Constitution, became
citizens presumptive, and when in conformity with the amenddd conditions,
were citizens in fact, no state being invested with the power to advance the in-
terest and exalt ane portion of the people over that of the other. Congress
et being impowered to pass 8 bill of sttainder, or ex post facto law, it i
Dot ressonshle to suppose or logieal 10 sdmit that any one State cquld as-
sume such autherity. The resolution produced a change in all the froe in-
habitants' of the United States ; all the citizens of the several states became
citizens of the United States. They were subjects of great Britain; they
became citizens of the United States from the very nature of our government.
In the case of Mcllvain v. Cox’s lessees, Cranch 293, it is asserted without
eonfncﬁcnon It was, therefore, a political revolution, involving in the
el\mge g} the inbabitants of America, rendering them all members of whe

- new society, standing on one common basis as citizens of the new states.”
Chan. Kent.

The elostive or representative basis of the general government is then the
free pecpls ; each State an independent sovereignty as long as its laws and
regulations do not conflict with the general government. Therefare in view
of thie foundation principles of the Stateand United Btatés governments, we

. Have sufficient reason to declare our umited and uncompromising bostility to
3 mﬂ-ﬁ&uhmmm of the laws, whether it is of the State in which we are
resident of of the several States of the Union, for every innovation upon the
vights af the American pevple is fraught with destruction to the harmony

- which bmdnﬂm severnl States. The objeots of the confederation were to
-Mwnmnteperfeetunm, whereby and ‘wherein the rights of the people
might B& thore securely protected, mdthosenghhsmpmmmedmtbehn-
‘fusge of the Déclaration of Independence, * life, ﬁbertymdthepnm&of
happisem.. . These sxe #be ground principles of the country’s stability ; un-
derming o» FEmeveshepamdithe light of her glory is quenched, and all are

"W%Whp@mdsm . Casta or titles were no moving

W D eetdg
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wotives Lo the upmmg and attaioment of American hberhss, but are at vari-
anep with the genius of the government.

The elective franchise is the birthright and blessing of every American,
of which he ¢an never be legally deprived, unless be involves his right to
the epjoyment of it by the commission of some penal offence against the
laws of his conntry; and nearly 600 years have elapeed sinve the barens of
England compelled their king to subseribe to the magna charts, which em-
braced and gusranteed to every Knglishman an unqualified protection.in the
possession of his life, liberty and property ; therefore, ipasmnch as the ad-
vantages and truo principles of the common laws of England were intro
duced into the United States wher in their Colonial condition; received snd
adopted 2 standard principles and laws, they bécsme the bulwarks of the
Ameriean poople’s liberties. Property in man being denied: and rejected
by Lierd Mansfield, 1772, from the king's bench, the highest authority in
kingland, 2 monarebial government and the one from whence this emerged,

set forth boldly and sustained two grest principles, a trial by jury, and the

right of overy man to himself. The establishmont of these prineiples by
the mother country, and théir re-adoption by this, made thewi the orgabnid
law of the mation, the matural right of cvery American. It was for these
prineiples sad ‘more, that thee millions people started up as volimt'ary of:
feriugs to be sserificed on the altar of Liberty, to be evor venerated
and loved for their successful triumph in the ‘maintensnce of right over
wrong ;4the whole land is consecrated to freedom with o deep libation of
freemen's blood ; each and all were patriots and Ameru:a.ns in that aay, ‘who
opposied their breasts to the foe, and secured successfally the tm:mgh of
these pnncxples

And ow, has it ‘come to tlns, that the desoendent.s of tbose whnae heaxtl
beat trie to their country, éven unto desth, that Lhey, t-hau‘
compeﬂedwymvelclumtoacommonmtemtmdngﬁtm 0 8)
rious achwvments that the man with a swarthy brow or, black




REPORT.OF COMMITTEE ON FUGITIVE SLAVE BILL

© s e s i v et

The undersigned appointed a committee to report on the FueiTIve BLave
LaW, beg leave to submit the followisg preamble ‘and resolutions :

That we the colored citizens of the State of New-York believing that the
desrest, rights and liberties, belonging to us 2a freemen, are fearfully endan-
gered by the Fugitive Slave Law recently enacted by our National Legis-
lature, and having a tender sympathy with our brethren who escape from”
dlavery—being assembled in convention to consider said law—do deliberate-

"1y snd seriously resolvg, '

1. That this law, in requiring the freemen of the north to deliver up
fugitives from slavery to the iniquitous and “Bppressive bondage from which
they have heroieally escaped, is in direct and impious opposition to the
command of the Supreme Law Giver—a command, like the moral law, ob-
Yigatory in all ages from its very nature—* Thou shalt not deliver unio his
master the servant whith is escaped from his master unto thee ; he skall
dwell with thee, even among you in that place whick he shall choose, in
one of thy gates where it liketh him dest; thou shalt not oppress kim:"”
That this law, in forbidding men under the penalty of heavy fifies and tmpri-
sonment to harber or assist fogitives from slavery, is in direct and impioas
opposition to those laws of God which command deeds of humanity and
merey 7-—that in both these respeets this law is in direct and impious oppo-
pition to the eisence and sum of “the law and the prophets,” declared by
the divie Bedeomer, “ all things whatsoever you would that men should
do to yotz, do ye even so to them,”—and therefore that no man can, in these
respects, obiey-this law, without palpable and fagrant disobedience to God.

2. That this law s plainly and esséntially opposed to that sclf-evident
truth in the Declaration of Independénce by these United States, « that all
men are“endowsd by their Creaior with certain inaliensble rights; that .
among thess ‘are 1ifa, 24berty, and the pursuit of happiness ;”” and that po
man ean approve o gbay this law without contradicting this united declara-
tion of the'péople of this Republic. ‘ .

3. That this bow direotly and palpably violates those fundamental provi-
sions of the Constitationof the United States which secure to ** everyperson”
the right of trial by jury, and in meesoconrﬁngmderthehwaofthe Oni-

-
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ted States, the right of trial by a Court of the United States, (which ‘}
Commissioner under this law is not) and the privilege of. the kabeas corpus
act, snd of counsel when accused, and therefore all citigens of the United
States are bound by their obligations under the Constitution, not to obey,
but to dmobey, this law.

4. That the duttes of men towards fugxt,u es from oppresswn are phm-—-
the duties dictated by humanity and mercy—the bestowment of comfort,
sympathy, and needful aid ; und we call, therefore, on the inhabitants of '
the state of New-York to imitate the noble example of the people. of Now
Haven, Ct., who, in the days of the hunted and fugitive judges, who -pan~
domned to death an oppressive King of England, obeyed the exhortation: of
their pious pastor, the revered John Davenport, founded op the Divise
comumnnd, Hide the outcast; betray not him that wandereth; be thow o
covert 1o them from the face of the spoiler.”

5. That we feal ourselves to be weak, needing help; and we eameady
ask of our white friends to give us their aid in our distress, and to show not -
only in private, but in public, that they have feeling hearts and lhlﬁng
honds.

6. That we believe that public opinion is the bulwark of all law, mﬂ M
this ODEOUS AND CRUEL LAW will be entirely inoperative, if the morad
aenaeofthmmmumtyapeaks and therefore we ask of this eommeunity
with the voite of our oppressed people, that they will give such an expres.
gion of their sentiments. respecting this law as will protect this place from
thestepofthemhnmer,aﬂdthenhomamdhm from thenmlnd
tears of his vietims.

7. That, we arg fully determined, here in our places, towuﬂhem, o
rest our cause upon God, mpon the friends of religion sed humanity, -and
upon our own marheod ; to bear ourselves so a3 to prove. that e £re: wor-
thy, not only of liberty, but of the full privileges of oitizens, soms- o{vhidl‘
are pow denied us; and to surrender life rether than to bertaken: imte
slavery.

8. Resolved, That the fugitive slave law is the Ly Df t]rmnts. .

9. Resolved, That disobedienee to tyrants is obedicase to Gop.

10. Resolved, That wa will cbey God. -
AMO3 GERRY BEMAN
JOHN NELSON STLL; . -
J..P. JOHNSON, . . .. ..




REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION.

¢

. Yuur%mee cannot hope to embrace in this report, suggestions tht
will meet every ease connected with the subject of Kducation; we can only -
deal with geeral principles.

First, in orger that the general welfare of the colored people be improved
—that the influence of vice and immmorality be overcome—that they may
become elovated from that condition of self-degradation in which ignordnce
aud viee haa enguipbed s large propertion of the race, its all important that
they beoome educated ; without educstion we cannot hope to be emancipated -
from the bondage of involuntary degradation, which we are placed under
by the cruel and malicions system of prejudice and caste. By edueation
must be effected tl'minll developments of those hidden and importsnt truths,
which when brought to bear upon the hearts and consciences of mankind,
shine forth in the beanty of their pature and illamine their minds, to the
epd shat all members of the great human family shall have aecorded to them
their ful.and eomplete raok as such, regardless of any outward eircum-
. Stanoes 88 denote birth or couatry.
Edueation here must be comsidered intellectually, morslly and physically.
There can be no harmonious development of character where attention is
given anly o the growth and strengthening of perticular dividons of caps-
eity,-withows. reference to the entire wan. A system of diseipline which
tends simply. to improve the physical natuse, or even the physical and moral
withaut regard to the intellectual, produces at best but «gigantic strength,
# the lowest type of man's excellenoy. And s superstitious religion is always
debasing sud.even dapgerous in proportion as it is removed from the light
of reason apd mental cultare. This is not more philosophically troe, than
proven in the general history of the human race.

Educatien. than, properly enderstood,, has to do with all the laws and
principlen that, regulate our progress in this life, and only aunswers its legiti-
mate daty. when it seelrs to elevage, $o liberalire, to christianive. To this
end, it gives to its subjects o clearer vision and a greater power to bring
. out-hidden virtass-and 40-combut thoss errors and prejudices that ooly five

wsthoy aro shiviss pervert mén’s minds ‘spd to make them low and grovel-
w‘& SRR il ‘w\“.‘:‘»-:'; e el N ) . o
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These truths arc elearly seen in the facts that surround us on every side,
in the great struggle now being waged between the oppreseor and the op-
pressed. In the community about us, we are realizing daily the bitter evi-
dence, that an education given in a one-sided direction, and continued for a
series af years from father to child, grows up into a system all powerful in
the accomplishment of its ends, and subduing to its aims well nigh every '
mind that receives it. Dictated by that self-love tHat delights to claim
superiority and to exercise rule, we see the social and school education of
the land fattening upon the hideous error that God has created a noble and
an ignoble race, and that by virtue of this he has given a right to the strong
to tyrannize over the weak—to load his body with chains and shut him up
from the revelations of light and love guaranteed to him in the very gnmnd
work of his being.

The history of slavery and caste in this connt.ry is so palpable that it
needs no recapitulation here. It is a history written in blood and. black
with enormities and crimes. That it owes its originand contineance to
misdirected views is made’evident in the fact that where a different-system
of cultureha s been adopted, the so called antagonistic races have grown up
in terms of amity, and have moved on an equal platform, basking under 2
tommon civilization, and, reaching out to a common destiny.

The fact made glaring by the edueation adopted, that there is o vast dis-
parity in the standard of cultare of the two classes involved in the argument,
hasvbeen made a2 justifying cause for tyramnizing over’ those whose only
crime hag been, that where no food has been given them, they have not 'grown
fat, and where light has been shut out from them, their sight has become

Time, therefore, having sanctioned the erroneous dostrine that becanse
there is a differepce in development, the truth is evident thet thereis n
difference in capacity. It rests with us ¢o counteract the perverted teach-
ings of the land, by filling wp as soon-as possible the chasm of mind that
bas separated us, and to bring 1o our mental storehonse those rich freights
of thought and intelligence that really make eminent any people, - and the
want of which makes us yield too readily to such influences as cause us to
remain the vassels and slaves of a more powerfal clan, and pliant subjects
to @ system of edueation highly improper of itself, and which serves to ren-
der is lese fitted to appreciate the advantages of a true eystem, snd makes
nnnllmg instruments to embafrass andpostponeﬂwpmpeemof sncnrmg
such as is proper.

. The gystem of edaca.mn emonradmwem&mhh
that which will most resdily. . that. wmkenmg acknoglodger
ment, that our means of elevahmmmheevudisﬁucbmdupumﬁp
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those educational appliances that tepd so rapidly to push onward the great
Mé;';éun people. Inother words, §e must partake, as far as is practicable,
in the advantages'of those literary and religious institations, where common
rights are respecbeti, and where manhood is acknowledged as an equal inheri-
tance! Schools established by caste, while they may not be contemned
where better reliances are not to be had, are depressing in their influences,
and unfitted to prepare our children to assume an equality of position in the
after severe lessons of life. 'We never may expect to claim, or our oppo-
nents to grant, full freedom in carrying out the great aims of life, where we
are educatod in acknowledgment of the fitness of that spirit of colonization
that shuts us out from enjoying the advantages of the better schools of the
land. This being our conviction, let us give good attention to securing for
onr children a liberal education, remaining steadfast in the determination to
unceasing efforts to uproot the evil of proscription on account of color,
wherever it is to be met with, either in school houses or in churches, ever
raintaining perseverance in the right direction, and a dignity of demeanor
that will characterize us as a people knowing our rights, willﬁng to aasert
them, and to make sacrifices of present convenience to the end of securing
their permanent possession.

In addition your committee recommend the passage of the fullowing
resolutions : ) ' :

Resolved, That the character of Central College, in its principles, its
ability and appointments, is such as we can cheerfully recommend to the
support of the colored people.

Resolved, That the renewed evidence of firm adherence to the principle
of the universal brotherhood of man, as given by the noble position main-
tained by that institution of learning known as « Central College,” at Me-
Grawville, Cortland county, which institution spurned the bribe held out te
it by way of pecaniary aid frog the State, on condition of the departure
from its principles, entitles it to the full confidence and zealous support of
every friend of impartial freedom:. -

‘ WM. H. TOPP,
S. MYERS,
E. N. RALL,

Commattee.
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To the Legisluture of the State of New-York :

Honorable Sirs,—A State Convention of the colored citizens of this State
assembled at the Capitol in the city of Albany, on the 22d, 23d, and 24th
of July, 1851 ; respectfally repfesent to your honorable body, that the
Constitution of this State, in article 2d, sce. 1, burdens us with political
iueq(ualities, and deprives us of rights-which the declared principles of our
government hold to be natural and inalienable.

These invidious distinctions are unjust, and oppresswe on the few that
endure themn,—ungenerous and anti-democratic in the masses that enforce
the ; as exhibited by the popular vote on the suffrage question in 1846.

We would further represe}n, that the colored citizens have ever been
loyal to the government, and. in the perilous times of 1812, when to shoulder
2 musket was to bare the breast to the weapon of an en®my ; though placed
by partial legislation beyond the compulsory power of the State, did #ith
becoming promptness volunteer their services to defend our common coun-
try from the invasions and depredations of a ruthless and vindictive foe, and
while by a mistaken stroke of political economy, the children of these vol-
unteers are spurned and degraded, the sutcessors of the very men.who met-
them'in mortal combat by sea and by land, you receive with open arms.

We submit gentlemen, that our proseription is unjust, and we appeal to
your generosity as Americans—and your honor as mendo do us justice in
this matter. »

. By the reform convention of 1821, virtue and intelligence was m&de the
elective basis to all white men, while the colored citizens in addition to
being tramelled with the requirements of the old system, are doubly injured
by the proscriptive character of the new, which-impliedly places us beneath

. this elective basis,—encqurages the baser feelings of the mqre favored class

to be arrayed in opposition to us, and closes against us moqt of the avenues
to emoluthent and honor. - ¥

v
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The Constitution, in Article 13; sec. 1, provides for its amendment or
alteration by the Lbgislature ; wo therefore respectfully, but earnestly pray
your honorable body to repeal these anti-republican and proseriptive” clauses
of our State Constitution, and all others subjecting us to unequal restric-
tions, and as in duty we will ever pray. »

' ' W. P. McINTYRE,
J. N. STILL,
H, HICKS,

Commitiee.
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