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Intervier with Goldic (Cls:)
home on Leah Blvd., in Vilmi
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“his 1z a recording of the Cral History rrosrerm, UVe're intervieuing lirs.
Kagel, and your first name?

Goldie Kagel, and the interviewer is Fyrcn _zzarus., And you said, Mrs.
Kagel, that you were born in “ussia.

The lkraine,
In the Ukraine. T1io you remember the city?
Teah,

“hat wes the name of

You wouldn't be able %= spell it--Kurivleviizi--you know what it is--
chicken livers or chicis: a

e
o+
=)

211 right,

Vee~yr-i-v-1-0~v-i~t-z-1i.

"‘as this near any large. city?

Yeah, Yogilev-Podolskiy, communist, but thzt'z the name of the fown. VYhen
I was there, was Comminist Podolskily, vhern I Zeft I heard of ii Hogllev-
Fodoiskiy., It's betwsen two large citiez, znd not far from Odessa,

And rot far from Odessa., There are many Tec-le that I met thzt azre fron
Odessz.

‘ell, they may they're frem Cdessa, they're rot,

ro? .

Cdessa. I had two tro*hers that studied in Tdessa,
“hat occupation was your family in?

Ky father died when T was a young child =ztouz a year old. My mother used
» tuy corm, wheat, you know, from the f

tey 0 g in the sumnmer and sell it
to then back in the winter.

Is that right?
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It's true, they nceded money kept
ib. In the wintertins, they e

tagmed Tlour, like,

In a way you were leuding money on the securiiy of the grain, was that it?

o, we éidn't lend any. Just some that had foo much didn't need to come,
at were short canz te Tuy,

Uh huh, I sse, Vas there any oithor--vour pother did this.
¥y mother did. Gy Tather died, left zv mother with two

the youngest one, and {h~+'¢ hOn she made the living, And
wWood to sell it in the a place in

she buy the wood frem & wooasma n, buy 2 wagor Trom them, z
it parts in the winteriire and they cane tac« arnd toughit it,

Did you receive any education in this area?

Ch, yes. Tn Russia I went to a Hetrew day school |sounds like "the Talmetur
And they studied Hebrew and Russian as a langusze, as a sice langunge. And

then . . .

“hat age were you whan vou went to the Talmetux?

I started as a kid. ‘lhen I started--they don 't ta“t at ?ive {inaudil lej~—
they start when the mother wants to send *he kid. I guess my mother needed

me. out and then she made the living for us,

Uh huh., Becausz people start ait any age, three, Zour, five I nheard, all
kinds of ages. You didn't go <o any putlic schools?
]

I went there to--after tha®t I went to gymnasium, ¥hen I finished Talmetur
T went to gymnasium, .

How old were you when you weni to the gymnasiuw?

T think--they don't start ty when you finish the--when I finished Talmetur
they send me to--T had a chance to go to the gymnasium.

But this wasn't Jewish-sponsored. This was a government . . .
No, This was already during--after the rsvolution. And I remember during

the revolution we szt in the Hebrew classes, and when sometody Xnocked cn
the door, we hid our tooks and had Russian tooks inside. I still remember

-

“hat do you remenber of the revoluatlon?

I renemter more that my trothers talked atout it than I knew about it., And
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conerwise, goine to the vt dn the wos
“oar,  Anc rvetrveatins cackh L.,
Going back from the vest,

So I remember all the _inauditle, scund
remenber all these.. , .

tow the programs . . .

. » . and he can still Llhwuu;‘le fy you nenvd about 'em--z221 <he Tandits--
the Ukraine lationalists,

fat these were bandits
rere upset, This wasn

“ell, Pethurez was, the : tut the Curidanijyens
they were supposed to Le government, 2uil they never succesdel,

to free the Ukraine tut they never succeeced,
Tm hmm., “hat was the name of this organiza<ion you ware =zlxirng ztout
chet were tryinz to free the Tkraine?
2
. - ~ - . .. oy
ell, the Pethurases Lspj, Pethura-~you nzver heard Feithurs zni lleniken?

Deniken you heard. Pethura was one o thsz--ihey used to sz the Son Deniker
runs away and the Father Pethura runs sitser him, It uwas z 1ittle crganized
group that every month somebody came Lo--In the little ciities Zney murdere

213 robhed.

[4¥]

o+

ut thelr object was to make the Ukraine independent,

.

ies, To free the Ukraine.
Your brothers, how were they involved in =21

iy Ttrothers were most of the time in (dess

o

re they going to school there, or worzinz there?

They were in the gymnasium. In fact, whern the cormunist gcvernment came to
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They versz, vexh. Pui T dern!

youngary son was too voung, tl
e us, you know, land, we

know, ny wo :,31' by
2 other broti
notody =

joy .'f o
&

¢
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"eidh, who was giving the land?

That was already under the communists.
Communists. They were brecking up the big, _zrge iand holdings,
Zeah, they broke up the Ttig--we had a leot of
or

they gave it to my brother tecauze he
vy teacher.

dew atout the other trother?

Yo was young, too. He was in Odessa during the--he went to work a3 a taker,
and came to United Statzs and got in bakery, too. He's rztired now., 3But
hey were both there--ihey went on--they were vnder sisrvation. Thay aoiia
arve there if they wouldn't have gone Zo work, 3¢ he went %o worx n a
bakery, He was a2 healthy, nusky fellow, he wert ~o work in a zkerw and
e a living . . .
“nat was the date--do vou remember, generrall 7
i'o dates., I don't rementer that, it's a lorsg ire

Yean, ‘ell, this is vhen ths lussians were .,

4

fter the . . . an

n't wanta stzy, w

J

Tnat's already under the communists
they vere . . . and ther »y mcther
the two sons growin' up, and . . .

th

(=0

Um hmm. Did you have any sisters? .
Fo. Ve had a cousin organized from United Stzies--he was sent zs a delezate
the Ukraine. Well, h didn t go to--he stz2yed in Romania.

He was a delegate, you say?

Delegate from our landsnmarsch [sp], you know when the padoller sp ~=n0o
the padoller, it's not the Tamily, it's from padcller goterne, from uhau

place, they send a cousin of mine, who study what was goin' on in Zurope,
And ke , ., .

He was in BEurope, then?

Yell, he wes in Romania. 4y brother heard thzt we hzd a cousin in Ropania

A
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and ne was a delegaze ZTom . .

Your =ran

Yrem my oares, fron our arez., L0 one
mad2 him 2 p2ir of shcris. And with
cousin took “1q to Philacelry

six vears ir Philadelphia, 1
And we couldn't come--our vi s
night through woods, through water,

You didn't have a passvort, otherwise.

No, we didn®t have., I was a young kid was dressed for an old Romanian
woman, and my trother he was supposed to gc¢ in a vwedding ic get married,

to enter Bucharesi. 30 I vas dressed 1il2 22 old Romaniar woman, Iy trother
as a young men, tecause I was supposed to nmarry my oldest broiner., Iressed

L

as--to get married in thet time we entered Zucharest,

. . = oy ) . .
[Unld entlified interviewer ; Your mother werni with you?
My mother wzs with us.

This is the trother who was the baker whc came here with you?

Ho, this hrother was in ontreal, Canada. I have a trother in Montreal,
Canada.,

This was the Ttrother wnho was the teacher, =ren,

Yeah, he was the one =z “.zacher and he was--r2's now ir Montreal, Zanaia.
And you went to Romaniz, and . . . what hzzoened there?

They lived iwo years in ~omaniz.

Two years in Romariaz--Zucherest,

That's why we [inaudiblej tecause we lived--well, the trother in Phila-
delphia, he didn't meke tco much. DBut my Ttrother gave ne lessons a little
tit and--of course we lived like animals i: a small--one women build lit-
tle square litile cuklcles, rooms, and s ted for--znd we lived two

h

vezrs. That was m rst period in 1i ng two years, waiting every
L) &

day to . . .

To leave,

To enter United States. 5o still the quota was closed and we went to
Montreal, Canada. I have a trother still ihere,

Well, how did you get Romania to a seapor=?

Hh

Yhen Costanza [sp7 the Jewish immigration
Hias helped us out, took us to--let aprlic
bte atle to te teacher., He was sent toc =z 1
there, then we had 2 friend a ratki, z lan
he took my trother . . .

helped us out. The Jewish
tion that my brother come and
n and he was for a while

-3
a
oW
csman, he knew my Tather and
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rom where was this ranol?
Tror lkralne. Ye took m Trother and roocmnended him to worlk In a shore,
Axd he's still workiac there Tor L5-7C vsar:z, ne's still there,

Cne brother's workins in = store and zncihzsry you 32y vwas gonna ne o ratti

T rad two Trothers--wveqh, but he did nc,
5 real as =2 manager in a tusiness.

A store?
Yeah.
“tat seaport--I mean, where did you get tnhe Loat?

not true, tut then I find

Constanta., Thet's in--somebody told m
~nts the seaport m Zomania., Ve slept three nights

out it is, that Cor.
outside . . .

On the boat? On the deck?

l'ot on the toat, not on the deck, on the teach, to wait for the bozat to
cone in.

Vas it a larze beat?

i was not a passenger coat.
Ho, it was a freight boati, tut they tooz soze.
Yo was--do you rememter the trip?

I remember I was the first one to get =i

ot
e

You were the first cne Lo get sick,

I was the first one Lo get sick.

Yas 1t many people in the rooms, or . . .

Ho, it was--we had 2 catin, me and ny moiher and brocther. They had a
cabtin that was--well, the thing is, you don't know no language, you don't
know where you're going, who you're--ws were supposed to go to my trother
to Philadelphia, tut that quota closed znd we turned to go to--and they
took us to Montreal. Thati's what our--you know--real disappointment was.

You were supposed to go to . ., .,

‘e were supposed to go to Philadelphia. At least to see our brother, it's
different to go to Yontreal and not know nozody, no language, nc nobody.

“e vas suppcsed to te a ieacher,



=

o

&0

&2

A

O

7

Yo did your mciiher make out in Montreal?

{h, ne srew un and
’ omy mother wanhes
. o aer showlid uork,

-

vhen she landoo
1 know anvtody.

Jou
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That's what it is, and you suffer. You woul<n't understand thzse ihings.
And that's why T didn't wanta talk about it, Sure it's miserastle. You'rs
livin'--but we heard people talk Yiddish, that was very thrilling. Ve
walked on the streets of lontreal--we still come into lontreal, I g2 to
visit sometimes, and I hear them call each other and talk Yiddish and I
thought it was Teautiful. Thai's how we . . .

And this is how you got settled.

0t settled--we got acqua:nv‘d Wwith others.
street, I told ay brother, "dey, they speak
Linau‘ible] that happened to us, we were in :
cattls ship, 1t traveled arount 21l over--ir-

N

days and a Friday night we saw a Jewish synazogue, we s

This is in the Mediterranean, now.

Yeen, and I had a merniovsa [ep?j on me, 2
didn't know a worc, but mv shaw--that' 2,
with the mendova on there., Xut they sterzed to talk to us, we dorn
think, [speaks 7icd':r , and that's how we got acquainted, we zzew -h
iere Jews, We couldn't talk no-~we couldn't tzlk their laznzu
couldn't talk our la :

4

B

+
4

o

- long did you stzy in Algiers?

s -()

Oh, they stayed a couple of days there, t's all., That sras Irom tThe toat
leaving us off for a couple of hours for going ocut.

You say this was a cattle toat.
Probably, I don't know, was a--I rememter the snip.

've heard so much about the cattle toats tut we haven't intarvieved any-
tody who came over on a cattle boat,

U Fs . . . -
In fact I sent a Llnaudlcle] there to find out--I didan't ¥now how ol
was, to send down to that ship. So I rememter in the ship--well, I
now ..,

)
Iy p,

Now how did you actuzlly meke 2 living in lontreal?

o

o, as I started to--what does a girl does without a languzge,
lezxrn how to sew. I went to the shop and I learned how . . .

Put you say your mother didn't work, she was at home,
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Une zTrother, ¢ trother--the one--iney lived in lFoniresl., o ny

trother went to work and he got 36,00 a we2z, I wen: as a seansirsss and
made $5.00 a week. And my mother was a rich woman, gettirzg $11.00 a veek
to make a living frcm. And she still had =« Za%tath meal, and somehow she
managed,

Yhat was your brother deing?

I told you, my brother was
3till in Montreal--he +oo
I know, take him in %iha s
a messenger Loy, nov ne' :
already, tney wanta retl re hwr.
after . . .

ot 2

Uh huh. Do you remember the nane of the store
Schecter “holesale Lry Goods.

Ch, I see, It was a wholesale--or was it r2-=z2:117

0]

o, it's wholesale dxry #oods.

ou came to Montrezl7

Well, you said you were 12 rears old;

ot exactly. When I canme to lontreal T wzs--then I lived there, then I
came to visit here and I met my husband and settled down hare, so we're
all scattered, brother in lontreal, brother in Philadelphia, and I'n hsre.

How long did you--tefore you met your hustani--how long were you in don-
treal? '

while, about 15 years or arouxnd in there, About 29 yezrs ago

Ch, quite =2
usband and I . . . .

Imet ny b
Uh huh. How how did you man@ge to meet scrmeone--was he from Vilminzton?
My huskand?

Yes.

Ho. I came to Chester, Pennsylvania, I have relatives, they nave a s+o*e.
My husband worked there znd they had a gensrz! store, She said, "Go dow
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cousi .. aics, Lot I omebt my nuststd, wac workiss there. And de
atout Zhe movie. T asked him las- nichit, T thought vou were coring,

ne this question--something Toctor . . . 7 e saw ihe sanme
ve started to argue about i,

Dr. Zhivago, are you thinking . . .

o, that's another. 3Something about a Socisr , . . T don't krow, an
start to argue atout it, and that's how we met He adopted z diffe
opinion and I was a different opinion, we t*"ued all day long =tout
He was supposed to bte manager for hardiare store and I'm supposel t
dry goods, It wasn't so busy that day anl w2 argued a2ll day about the
picture.

he Torn in this country?

He is born in the orth. He was born--do rcu know atout Fhiladelphia,
some things?

A little bit,
He was student in Gerard College, if vou heard about it,

Ch yes, definitely he:xd about it.

Ye lost his parents when he wes 4} vears ¢
grandfather put him in Ceraxc College and n
of Gerard College , ., .

<, ¥e was an orphan. So his
2 sraduated. And he came out

Ané then he got involved with this hardware store?

Yeah, Yhen he ge® out Trom Gerard COLWe:e, 2 salesnman recommended him o
work for my cousins., ind they still have 2 tiz store in the Farcus Hook,
gensral hardware store in Harcus HooX. So he was there when I cane to
Pennsylvania from the s same--they came a couple of years tefore me.

That was a long trip to go from Montreal tc Chester. But that was Tecause
vou had family.

That was because I had Tamily. I left for a while--that's whati Jewish

people are, they're traveling.

You came to Chester pretty much because you could meke a btetier living
in Chester than Montreal,

Yo, I just wanted for--after I lived a few years in lontreal,; a cousin
came to see us, and then I in turn came o see them. 3She first--when we
came to Montreal, she came to see us. And I--a few years later I came
to visit them, it's just . . .
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Dic vou recelve any cducniion in llentreszs?  Zou 3nid you . .
Oh, venn. I conblnusd olih--1 hrow o 17T n it Hatrew, move loan oct.,
Y lesrnzd Yo oL
ell, this ic.fron the ‘alnetur ou learnad vour letrew,
Yeah, tut heve, too. I s:till ‘sometimes & ‘1th some peopls, T uelon?
to 2 Eebrew speaking groun., Hogenwe | sp i, - Zon't know if vo

it, [Sounds like "pnd DTr. Bierman used to--you heard adout Dr. Bierman.
Oh yes, Yes., %Well, you continued your Hebtrew education in Nontreal
T continued it in Fnglish, too. I wert tc rnight school.

Did you go to putlic school in . . .

I went to night school, 3se lost--the worst part of nmy life is *hat I
lost two or three years in Jomania. #And there I couldn't go ic school.
But I continued--I went toc night school, I went to night schocl here to

Wilmington Hizgh School hers. And my hustand is nice., He's American born,
if I ever say something, and——you tnow, wnen I went to night school? ¥When
my two sons grew up. And I felt then that scrething is nissing, that I

need more education. And I went to Wilmirngter High 3School

I see., Now, how dic¢ vou get from Chester to "ilmington?

e got married. My hustand got here z hardware store. Uehave a paint and
aint

hardware store. It used to te a hardware s<cre, now it
L;nau¢1blej, tut mayte vor need paint.

ot

w

.

et
fe]

i

v

20 he starte? tusiness fc¢r himself hore in Wilmington,

Yéah., He got rich. ‘e were virtually poor peopl
the paper that a store was for sale. And ths =al
with

e, and sometoly--he saw in
8] : es
go ard see the place. I was never satisfied :

men *ecoAmenﬂec nin to
it, tu® he's still there.
How where was the place, now? UWhat's the address?

Now 28 Governor Prirz Roulevard.

I know, but where did he start?

He started first on a small hardware store on--oh, I don't know, it's . . .

Jdas it on Second Street?

No, no, no. Vandever Avenue. [Inaudible - sounds like "And the market from
there is Judge Grace."] And I raised two nice sons and I was miserable teing
in the tack of the store, '
You lived in the back of the store.

T was miseratle, hard, tut . . .
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7 noticed they elther lived on too ¢f the store on Irn vack ¢ the

R S . R ) : T s e v 4} , 14 N, -
Tuel wWorse L. retfoin the stcre, I wWas ;

.3 down and afraid the children wers in

3nd vou have two children.

have two nice sons, one married in Philadelpnhia, psychologist, w;:kl
or the state of Pernsylvania, and one, Alien, is down in Westville,
ware [?j, working the Tirst summer for--he was two years in ihe Na:/, and
he lost four years Trom high school for college, but he sitarted college
ain, It's very good to see him going back to college. He took some
asses on the boat.

-
7

a.f

£
cl

Tow, you moved from--your husband's business was first on Vandever Avenue
ané then on Governor rrint: How long ago was it on Covernor rrizniz?

“nv«'- r *
cocn b Xnow,

Arsat elght years ago, we moved to lovernor rrintz. . . .
L > n <ilmirgton,

*
tle, he was beat up a courle of times

e 1

And 211 his customers novad away and they was always stores bulldirg, new
stores building up, you know, and cuslomers wouldn't coms, arnd thz:a when

they moved out in the suturbs, they would hzve stores right rezr <hem.

“e have a few loyal custonmers that they'll come for a spe=cial cc

-

wnat, tut it's not as I would like %o see it,

id you telong to any orsanizations, other than, let's sazy, teins = house-
wife and helping witn the business.

. Py

I telong 211 the time. T~ belong to Jewish organizations around rere.

‘hich ones?
Z'nai B'rith, T belong to Adas, I belong to--I took Hetrew lessons with
-, i 3 - 3
¥rs. | sounds like Davoes?—-you know lrs. Devoes?--'til about a yezr ag
we separated. Ve were atout four or five women managed to meei crce a
week , . .

Lt

This was the Hebrew-speaking group.
10, this is separate. Thls was~-I took Hebtrew lessons; I joined 5
of the [1naud1ble | fronm Adas Kodesch, K 3ee, she was teaching a group
vomen. Some of them turned to be Hebrew teachers. And I was with

'til about a year age. BRBut she was speaking with acertain collesze, and the
20th year--T didn't ’ce‘Lonb 30 years--but there's going to te _a celetration

this year tecause they'rz 30 years [sourds like "assistants’ j.
30 vou speak Hebrew?

speak a lot of It., 7T speak Russien, I speak Hebrew. T still =peak
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That's all--everything was in Hebtrew.
lievatle, Tut everything was 1in Hebrew,
language,

That's interesting, because usually in Nevre. schools, they didn
as a lznguage. They used it to read, not ic speza.

Yo, that's different, Talme:iur is entirel. iifferent. Eui you siart “her
out from the beginning and you coniinue everrihing everyihing--I Znew
all the fliowers and evervihins T znew, Ard an ssian
langueze, And then later or thz communistis the ¢ they
changed it to & ZJussian school. with the hzc ns

and they had--you could enter any school you sia. 3ecause my
trothers went to Odessa to the gymnasium Irom ti 1.

Um hmm. T'm trying to pick up where you go: your Hetrew language. That's
kind of unusual.

up oll Rinfs of languages. I vas three
n Romeznia, I hzd <o lezrn to spezk
vounger werson. 1L had ¢ learn sonre-

ny other organizations that you Zeel lcval %o, cr vou're very

Are there a
mach inters:

Yell, I telong to the Adas, I telong to trha Sister | sounas lixe Hervae .
Sometimes T go to a Saturday night servics I heliped them out for a year.

Well, you belong to Adas Xodesch.

Do you remenmter nuch of Vandever Avenue, whati i
came into Delaware? Do you remember the dat

I don't remember that, but that was our firs:
atout . . . I know one thing it's teen atout
like it.

Yell, vou didn*t like the store situation
I didn't like the kind of a store it was there, tecause it--
c

wa couldn't btuy a dacenu store, so we bougri sonmetody's s
vou know what it is? I'm ashemed to be here recording, I m

an, zoretody's
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rou SJirat

or Lhe Jevist compuniiy,

ell, T wanit to thank vcoi vary moch, And now'2 you like %o hear yourself?
t part of i1, *that peopvle in the neighbor-
¢ shetl.

)

Perzrun [sp; ir. Pussia, under the communists.

% out--2ne night the communists
Thcut gevernnent, there were
covarnnent-~-the Ukraines,

~1 thermevlves a goveri-

Here
ed zneﬁselv

every ‘gﬁalzo zi3 they ca
(54 !

<o the tandiis, too, in the

roodo. The Ukraine has zot a let of real--rcu know--woods, ‘ie had a lot
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Hdell, I want to thank ycu very much lMrs, Yzgel,
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