
, We did not settie very definitel.y :·.nto the house which we 
ftirst got because we knew we would stay in it only a comparatively 
~hort period as Dutch pathologist, who was coming out from 

~ Holland, was going to have it, but at last we found one of the 
really nice houses on th~ whole island which we could take on a 
lease. It was at the e~e of the town in the very nice 
residential section and surrounded by several acres of ground, 
the whole being surrounded by a high stone wall. The house 
itself was large with two wings between which was a marble paved p tio 
with a wine coxered trell.1s above. The living rooms were in the 
front of the house while the bedrooms ere in one wing and the 
kitchens and the very important water tank in the other. ~A Bok 
of the house was a b~irding for the laundry and for the servants 
quarters, and the whole house was surro ded by rubber trees, 
flame (?) trees, and another tree bearing a huge yellow flowerrJ-
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the name of which I cannot remember. During the two years 
that we lived in that house thw windows were always open, day 
and night and were never closed except to keep out rain during 
the short rainy season, or sometimes to keep out the very hot 
son. It was a constant life in the open air. The grounds were 
attractive in spite of the fact that there was no grass. How 
the flame trees and rubber trees lived I never could quite 
understand, for they seemed to get very irregular attention in 
the way of watering, and the rains only came once every year 
during about six weeks of October and November. 

Our bathroom was a most imposing affair. The tub was a huge 
concrete affair below the level of the floor of the bathroom 
and was a_most a pool rather than a tub. It was impractical to 
use it for even w th our apparently ample supply of water, for 
the house was so big that its roof gathered ample rain to fill 
a huge tank during the rainy season, yet even this ample supply 
would not permit us to indu.lgoe in the luxury of fillin~ such a 
huge tub. We therefore had a shower bath, and I was awakened 
every morning by the creaking noise of the pump which was 
operated by one of the servants to lift water from the tank to 
another small tank on the roof of the house which supplied the 
shower bath. The warm sunshine took the chill off the water in 
this tank on the roof so that we always had the water at just the 
right temprature for a delightful bath without any expense for 
fuel. We were considered very rich by the natives in our 
vicinity because we had such a big roof and could gather so much 
water during the rainy season. We felt it a terrible thing that 
these poor natives should have to buy water for drinking purposes, 
and so we began to give them without charge the water which they 
requested, against the severe protests of our cook, who was also 
the chief boss of our retenue of servants. She told us that we 
would have the whole neighborhood asking for water, and her fears 
were justified because we soon had to stop giving away water 
or we would not have had any left for ourselves~ 



clubs orm a ver use ul nuc eus for the 
celebrati(rtl o our 1...ational holidays and 
throu~h them vis.ting mericans, e of icers 
of naval vessels cal in at the port, or 
distinguis ed oDeign guest ay be given 
entertainment or pai , courtesy. In some 
cities it is the practice or the club on 
lashin ton's birthday or on some other appro­
priate holiday to give a dinner to which are 
invited the loca authorities and their 
fam·lies. 0uch a courtesy is generally very 
much appreciated b the~ and is to say the 
least not a hindrance to he ormation of 
frien lyre ations. 
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deal with conditions created by God which man can only change 
over a period. of years and that a considerable period of years. 

You will appreciate that I am not turning into a defender 
of the !exicans but I think in view of the fact that this 
situation here is so important for us that it would be just 
too bad for us if we do not take the real facts into account 
and not act on the impression of too many of our people which 
are v.rithout foundation and based on altogether inadequate 
observations and knowledge I say again, this is no 
criticism of your remarks because I am sure that in what you 
say in the last paragraph of your letter you are reflecting 
the information which has oome to you from certain agencies 
of the Government where I know that this idea so definitely 
prevails that the "Mexicans are not helping them.selves. 

I again emphasize the fact that great changes are taking 
place in this country and it is not extraordinary that the coun­
try should be passing through these difficulties, economic and 
political, out of which I am sure it will work it$elf a.nd 
what I am trying to do is to keep before some of our people 
the basic importance of this country to us and how unfortunate 
it would be if we do not consider sympathetically her problems. 
She is one ot our nearest neighbors and we can't forget that 
I confess I get more excit d about keepin,g bellies full here 
than I do about filling the bellies of some of the people who 
have been fighting or prepared to fight against us if the 
circumstances permitted in more distant parts of the Virorld. 
We have all these problems before us but in considering the 
more far away problems I think it would be unwise for us to 
forget those of our nearest neighbors. 

1th all good wishes, 

Cordially and faithfully yours, 

G S Messersmith 

GSM:NA 


