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Bio raphy 

1er t 'IO r 801 to u ti y ivi young co lo 

thi prepnrat on t public expense. 

part correc· inJustic th th d ro 

and ctu lly procur he dv tage 

irat, it would in large 

up i civiliz d tion 

theory s 1d group l1vlng 

would rov1d 1n exch g f'or the surrender o f're dom 1t 

dem nded. Second, men 1 h the right to vote must under tand 

the question hey helped d cide, or be a mere ,ob . ithout 

gen r l educ t1on, elf government could be only dangerou 

farce. en u t also ha.v a e in the oc1ety t y 1 r 

., o th y mi ht be tem_ ted to b tray it tor 

some tempor y advant ce. Good public 

mans tom re d ts of city nd co 

i formed conomically ind p nde t. 

chool could offer the 

try 11 <e both 1ell• 

,r, 'h 

of' th U 

country sc 

ted St te, 

ols," co ti ues Corom., "through most 

o her econ 1d r th building• th 

teachers. or the regul ttons., ar in very r pect complet ly 

de p1cab e, tc d., cot t1ble." ro _mprovem t could 

be expected u ti the chool bee public c ""ge, for their 

1rr lar up ort e Jx1 ting condition ttr cted a te chers 

one but erel_cts and f' ilur s. 

s, ho ··ever., d1 have ,oo 

t1h th r or not the . tat 

schools, and 

int rv ec • 

o of tl e to 

ould continu to av 

In equal 1 ty bet 1 n urb d rural op~ortu ities hnd results tha 

ere ang rou for a fre government; it incre sed the advant e 

1n the 1 1slat th t in l claaa, th town rn rche.nts1 

alre dy oss ssed ov r their 1ghbore. The group had more 
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_vile that had grown up in E ropean practice, and provide an 

American system far more liberal than any then existing on the 

continent. Both academic and vocational training must b 

universal and c ompulsory. 

To meet the probable objection that his scheme was a 

Utopian dram hich in practice would bankrupt the country, 

Coram offered a tentativ plan of organization. He suggested 

that the Stats be divided i to districts according to popu-

lation. .ach unit should then provide school to be supported 

by a tax on the acre on all land 1th1n its boundaries. H 
\ 

orked out a sample tax ch dule for a district six miles 

square, ot too large for many parts of the Union, showing 

that av ry r asonable rate would• ithin two years, pay for 

the bu1ld1n of a substantial schoolhou en ar the center of 

the district, with a plot of ground and acconnnodations for the 

master's family. Thereafter a smaller annual rate would supply 

the salary of master and assistants, equipment, books, and 

incidentals. The largest item would be instructors' salari s, 

most of 1ch ould be spent 1th1n th district for food, fuel, 

and clothing; many farmers might pay their tax in kind and feel 

o burden hatever. 

Under such a plan the aver ge la: do er would contribute 

le a a his share oricommunity venture than the cost of a 

mediocre education for a ingle child; if his f ily ere large, 

he would save e ormously. On the other hand, "young men too 

squeamish or too lazy to get married" would be compelled to 

carry a fair share of the cost of training the young. The 
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pr liminary dr ft of a e constitution as a ba is for di cuss1on. 

rob bl in def'erence to th 1 rg mi ority o felt t t the 

.L tir Co V nt1on should l V ork d on the rough draft, 

u tion from the floor re welcomed. ough Cor was 

ot a mernbe o. th am ller group, to men 1th whom he as 

evidently 1n ccord, d ar Roch and Rich rd B sett, er• 

cau e minutes f th ubconD1l1tte and record of 

ug st1on offer d by th ma1 Conv t1o ere p rently not 

ept, it h. b en 1l!lpo. 1bl to tr c com lately the introduction 

oft ducation cl use. Article VII, 1r., of the Comm1tt 's 

r port b gins: "The leg1 1 ture shall, oon as co ven1 tly 

may be, provid by l 1" :for r vie ine the xi ting la s to 

det in fl 1c 

r v1s1n the p n 

er still co titutional, for tudying and 

y te • fol: better n uring c rtru. civil 

1 bert1 • and for esta.bl1sh1ng chool and promoti a.rt 

and science in one or mor seminar of le r 1ne;.' The phr se, 

"1n o ... e or or omin s of le ming, as, for und1. covered 

r aso , not inclu ed 1n the v rs1on presented and pa sed at 

the second es ion of the Convention. t both s sion the 

s ction s adopted without amendm nt or recorded vote. 

In January 1796, the first motion introduced, after the 

formalities of organiz tion re completed, as for th ap• 

o ntment of a co 1ttee to consider th b t means of e -

tablis11ng p bl1c schools. 

The resumption that Corron ma have been the del ate 

chiefly interes ed in 1 ylng the legal basis tor public schools 

1s bolster d by certain later dev lopments. He aa ot a member 
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of the 1 1el ture chosen under the ew Constjtution, though 

many of the other prominent delegates ere. Five sessions 

met before 1796, the earlier ones of them dominated by former 

convention delegates. Yet a car ful search of th House Journals 

reveals o mov to 'provide by la for establishing school., 

The other matters sch dul din the Co stitution for early 

attention r ceived it. In 1796 a school bill as 1 troduced 

with an abruptn es the Hous Journals failed to explain. Extracts 

from the 1lmington pa rs· or th year 1794-95, ho ever, 

ind1cat how the propo al. reached the le 1slat1ve cal ndar. 

The first set of clippings concerns th activ1t1es of the 

Patriotic Society in the summer and fal.l of 1794 d the inter 

of 1795. The August 20th issue re and E stern 

who 1 h to b come members of the triotic Society" to attend 
l 

a me ting at specified time and place. At this period the 

aoc1 ty as 

I 

1nclu 

1nut 

"an organization hose expr a object should be, 
th . fft ion o pol1 ti al kno, l d among our 
f llo -citizens. ••• ery citizen, ithout 

1st1 tion, 1 o .1 'UP ort th las and 
the corstitutions of or country is freely 
dmitt d m mber." 

' 
r pro uced 1n th 

tl 1 t m b lo i. e refer ce to Cor8:Jl11 tha fir t 

ter 17 2 • 

. • ; ;i • ; • • • ; • • : 

• ; : • • ; • • .. • • ;; • ; 111 : ; 

I; = ; ' • • • • • 
• • ,~ 

;; 

• 



l :lo raphy 

R GI TER OF THE PROCEED! GS OJ:i TH!. PATRIOTIC SOCIETY 

o C otle, ugust 301 1794 

n motio of r. Hi in, eco ded by r. lodn y--

er by or declaratio of pr1nc1 lea, 
have pl dged ours lvea, among other things to 
pr omot the d1ffu ion of l o ledge among our 
i'ello c1t1z ns: 

Therefore, Resolved-- That this Society do 
recomm d to t e1r f llow c1 tizena the es bli..,h
m nt of cbools throu out he St te o Dela e.r, 
under th dir ctio of overnmont, hereby 
the children of indigence and neglect my be 
due ted a.mo the hild en of opul o and 

v1g1lence-- which 1s an effective means of 
pr serving that cqu ity o neco ry to the 
preservation of a pure Republican Government , 

d that Co ittee of thre be a pointed to 
prepare a emorial to be laid before the 

-e i 1 ture of tl i , t te, and rep rt tl 
same to our ext meeting . 

The Connnittee ar, essra. Coram, Vandyk, and 
Rodney. 

..xtract of t 11 tes • 

J. Bir, rete.ry 

PATRIOTIC SOCIETY 

e,c tle, Dec . 23, 1794 

The Committee appoi ted to prepare a emor1al 
to be laid before t Legisl ture, o t e subject 
of Schools, no made their report, which 1a a 
follo : 

o th e 1slatur of the ~ate of Dela~are, the 
emor1al of the subscribers, freemen of the 

cou ty of e c atle, in the aid tate, espect
f'ully she eth: 



THAT your emorialists, deeply impressed with 
a sense of the 1 estimable benefits arising 
from a general and public system of education• 
c lculated o xt nd to 11th C tizens of the 
State, ar constrained to pray your attention 
to 1 important subj ct. 

Your emorialis s b g leave to s O st , that• 
although the nee ss1ty of some general system 
c,f lnstru ting the eopl t been lon felt, 
and universally ackno1ledged in most parts of 

rope, as ell as in h Unit d States; l though 
i~ ......... se benefits have arisen from such 1nsti- · 
tutions in Scotl nd, d che l e ;;n land to.tea; 
although a constitutional rov1sion for public 
instruction hath xisted fo om years int is 
Stat; { ••• although its :need has been amply 
demo strat din our pub 1c affairs ••• ) yet w 
are sorry to say, that those to whom the 
authority for akin0 1 s hath hith,rto een 
delegated, have done nothing in the business; 
and t ere till remains i~ them nds of any 

torpor on t. 1s subject as difficult to 
account for as to excuse. 

r be it from a to resume to diet t to 
that L islature wh1ch at present we have th 
honor to addr s, yet w can ot 1 lam .icing 
theft le feta of such listless inattention 
to tho fir t rinciplos of society, ieh 
gu rantees to every citizen of the community 
t e ans o cquirin a kno led of' hose 
duties, the p rformanoe 0£ h1ch 1s xpected 
of the. B such attention to fundamcnt l 
princi les, the bond of society becomes a rope 
o sand;-- an th history o all nations 
abund tly testify, that no tears can wash a ay 
the fat l con quencos , o the i delib ere-
roach of such egl ct. 

A freemen, d epl inte1"e ted in th hap in as 
o our fl o citizens, an x1 us or th 
ho or of our country, 1e ca ot avoid ressing 
the Jog sl tur 1th our oarn st solicitation, 
to take the premiss into consideration, and 
to ake some b ginning in this important bus1ness;
be1ng fully convinc d that uch government 1s 
happiest, and will b most durable, ~hich is 
supported by citizens well ln tructed in ll 
th ir social ut • 

.J 
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The said emorial being read, and una imously 
adopted, the Society earnestly recomiuend to 
their fello citizens throughout the State, to 
ive their aid in end avoring to ffect the 

important and laudable design contemplated 
therein, by signing, and forwarding to th 
Legislature of the st te, ithout loss of time, 
s1m1lar memor1als. 

Extract from the M1nut 

J. Bird. Secretary. 

Repetition of the argument present din Political Inquirie, 

and re ppearance of the phrase "a rope of sand' in the petition 

to the le islature suggests that Coram the author of both. 

The whole incid nt id ntifies him 1th the ol1t1cal fight to 

translate public school theory into f ct in Delaware, and arks 

him as it ace pted spokesman, probably it le der. 

Further support for this viewpoint is uppl1ed by the 1a u 

of the Delaware Gazett bet een September and December, 1795. 

Coram bought the paper (details below) a fe e ks after bitter 

controversy over th J y Treaty had stimulated ant1-Federal1st 

f eling in ilmington and strengthened the position of th 

atriotic Society. Sixt en 1 su a of the bi-weekly paper ppeared 

during the fir t two months of his editorship; during this tim 

education as mentioned eleven time, usu ly in a prom1n ntly 

displayed article of some 1 ngth. The 1mpress1o of a d lib rat 

effort to 1nfluenc th ext G neral Ass mbly 1 heightened when 

on cons1ders that an el ct1on as just ead, and that no sin 1 

mention of public sc ools is found in the scatt red fil so~ 

the paper for the six preceding years or 1n the almost complet 

set for the six months immedi t ly follo ing Coram' tenure. 
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The subject-matter of the eleven articles fits neatly into 

this interpr tation of their purpose. 

His first issue contained an articl outlining the French 

plan for public education, giving the program in considerable 

detail. A week later, he present d the first part of a summary 

of th rench Co st1tution, and rep at don the first page a 

summary of the material given in greater detail earlier. In 

the t ird issue attention to the first number 1 called by a 

footnote, vh n a second mention of education occurs in the 

concluding ction on th French Constitution. 

Number 552, Sept . 29, contains another reference to 

education as a political force, and a referenc to Rousseau's 

Emile . 

In o. 558, Oct . 2, full-page, unsigned, article list 

literature, education, and political justice as "thre cause 

by wnich th human mind is dvanced to ar perfection." There 

is som indication that this and other essays in a rather long 

series are excerpts from a book for whose re-publication Coram 

and -James Wilson ere advertising "Proposals • 1 

Oct . 6- 1xtract trom a French author's suggestions on 

ANS TO OLISH, BY DEGREES, SLAVERY I tERICA. Education of 

the Negro s for the respons1b111ties ot freedom as part of the 

program. e same issue includes a reca 1tulation of Coram•s 

political theories, 11th no direct mention of education, but the 

1mpl1cat1on that an informed lectorate is the only guarante 

of a sound, free government . 
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Oct. 16• ducation of all 1s the one means of ac 1ev1ng 

prderly gro th and improvement in the plan of government and 

social organization. 

s 

Oct . 20 and ct . 30 1 ame t eme. 

ovember 3-

opportunities 

II bould endeavor to afford to all the 

d the sam enc our eme t." 

The ext f w 1 ~us ar taken up wit discus~1on of 

items pertinent to lection, and a controversy 1th t e editor 

of th opposition pa er, The Dela are and , stern Shore Advertiser, 

about 1 tler r. Coram was, or 

as an editor. 

s ot, b tr yi.g his trust 

As mentioned 1n other conn ct1o. , Coram•s active 

editors~ip apparently came to an end early in December 1795. 

From s ptemb r to !ovemb r (t t 1s, just before del gat s to 

the As embly iere select d), there i const t re etition of 

th eed for neral ducation as a national sat' guard, thou 

the only specific advocacy of public tax-supported schools 1 

1n the first issue. This, owever., is no proof the.the had 

lost his e thusiasm for modern public schools, since the paper 

invariably discussed en ral pr1 c1ples rather than d finite 

propos ls. 

The first motion introduced into the House of Representatives 

,at the so ion of 1796 after the formalities of orga ization 

' · re complet : 

'On motion of .r. , Viells, seconded by • Clark, 

' Resolved, 
'!'hat a committ e b appointed to report 

tot is House a plan for tho stablishment 
of public schools throughout th1s State.'" 
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The ordin of this resolution contains a further 

su estlon of Coram•s in.flu nee . "ublic schoolstt ls the 

expression he uses t roughout Political Inquiries to describ 

his lan, but th staff preparing an exhaustive history of 

Dela are education has ~ot found the term elsewhere 1n the 

public documents of the State until 1887; ~ or common 

the adjectives used. 

1 Ille pro ram the le 1slature finally evolved did not 

r 

attempt to start schools at once, but was "An Act for gradually 

creating a fund sufficient to establish schools in this State ." 

It appropriated all reve _ue from marriage and tav rn licences 

for then xt ten years to a trust fund for school pur oses, 

provided .for its investment, jnvited gifts and bequests, and 

stipulated that the income of the trust be 

"applied to the establishment of schools in 
the several hundreds, or districts, o.f the 
counties of this state, for the purpose of 
instructing the ohlldren of the inhabitants 
thereof in th English la gu e, arithmetic, 
and uch other branches of o ledge as ar 
most useful and necessary in completing a 
good glish education, and that the same 
shall ot be applied to the erecting or 
supporting any academy, college, or university 
in this state." 

Thia provision as some hat more generous than it appears 

at first lane, .for the funds assigned the schools ere, for 

1794-95, approximately ono-e1ghth the State Treasury's total 
2 

income. 

1 
House Journal 1796, pp . 6, 38, 46., 71; 2 Del. Laws, 1296-98. 

2 
Total receipts: 8,478.40, of which 979 .54 as balance; 

marriage and tavern licences: 1,355.60. H. J . 1796, appended 
Table ro. 1. 

J 
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1 other of a soond general 

eduction for all children of the state as accepted, but not 

hi scheme of financing the exp riment. Possibly significant 

1s the fact that New Castle county, where he lived, gave s1x 

of its seven vot s for the proposal hile Kent supplied only 

two nd Sussex three. 1 The House had 21 members , equally 

assi ·ned to the counties. 

Coram'a 1 fluence seems undeniable in face of the circum• 

stances that the co vention of hich he was a member provided 

for public school; the eucce din five legislatures in which 

he did not sit 1 ored the matter; the petition of the Patriotic 

Society in 1794 show that he as still actively ork1ng for 

that end; in 1795 he bought the Gazette, ap arently to further 

the interests of the liberal viewpoint in local politics; among 

the causes he particularly urged as the need for public schools; 

in February 1796, a school bill became la. Finally, the fate 

of the movement after 111 health and death had removed him from 

the scene (see below for documentation) 1a the most eloquent 

ar ument for his active leadership in ~t. 

~eeks, History of Public School Education in Dela~are, 

PP • 20-38, gives the history of efforts to have the i come from 

the fu d ass1 ned to the subscription schools that were developing 

in some sections, gradual loss of interest, intrusion, dominance 

and decli e of the pauper schoo notion, revival of the genuine 

public school movement, and final victory for it in 1829 after 

another vigorous lead.er had appeared. 

l 
House Journal, 1796, PP • 4-5; 71. 
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e must of course remember that o basic social re~ 

ad ustment can be the work of a single man . The successful 

efforts of Coram, and later Hall , to introduce public schools 

in the State coincides with liberal resurgences 1n St te and 

tion . Only muddled thinking can result from overemphasizing 

either the role of le dership or of general opinion. 

th surface, the 1792- 96 public school movement appears 

to have accomplished little for Dela~are; but study of the 

later p riod indicates that it may have been of crucial im

portance . The State lies between the section of the country 

that had a school system under construe ion by l 35 and those 

that delayed until after the Civil ~r . The difficulty free 

school men faced duri and after 1829 suggests that the effort 

would never have succeeded if t ere had not been a legal and 
~ financial found t1on already laid. 

The summary above of Political Inquiries sho s that Coram 

w s interested in education not as an end in itself, but as on 

of the means of evolving a ust society under the new ederal 

government . An outl1n of his political activities and opinions, 

so far as it has been possible to follo them, ppears below: 

* 
If Cubber ly, blic ducation 1n the United states, Ho hton
jffl1n, 1934, pp . 94, lOl, is more accurate for other States 

than for Dela are, that State, dur1 th pre-Civil \ar period 
was abreast of its neighbors and ahead of many of them 1n 
public school development . 
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Abstract of ,otions, S conds 1 and Vote 

• • ~ • • ; ' ; ; : 

• ; • • • . . • ; ' • : ' 
• • ; • a ~ ; • • • • ;. • . : • 
. ; • " • • ; :" .. ;. • 

' • : • !. .. • • • . . . • : .. • • • 
• • ; ;, • . -· • . ;. ~ J • • ; • • • 

P.7-8 - Robert Cor a r sent on the ay of m etin; 
election retur a, i:.1clud1 g is, certified, (10 
member from each county) 

.11 - econd d motion for reading of exiting Con
stitution • 

• . 2 • vo·ed to ost n dcci ion on 1l et er and 
rein the present Constitution is defective"; vot d 

to h v special commi tt dissolved., n 'I draft of 
Constitution orked out by Convention sitt1n a a 
Committ of t1e hole • 

• 71 - Voted against postpon1n vote on the Con-
s uution a whole aft r it ad been ex i ed d 
discu eed in comm1tte. 
P.72 - of a comm1tte of thr ointed to 
arrang for the printing and publishin of 900 
co s of the pro osed Constitution ad 300 conies 
of the Proceed1n a of the Convention nd of the 
Co ttee of the hol, to be distributed by the 
member 1n their o nei borhoods. 

• . lo ed 22-13-4 for 35 days ttendanc nd 
iiiIIeage (entire sea ion) 

hole o:f the 
1lm1ngton., 
street, 1792. 

P,4 - Vot d a ainst a r solution to pl c le 1slative 
aut ority in a Gen ra.l A mbly oft o hou es • 

• 5 - Voted to strik out ·ord "counties" s the 
un!'t of repr sentation 1 th Assembly. 
P,t-6 - Secona. d motion th t "executiv po er shall 
b k pt di tinct ands p rat from the L 1slat ve 
epart ent of Gov rnment.' 
.a - Voted against cho1c of tate senator by 

electors to be cho en by the citizens of the tate. 
P.11 • oved to strike out permission to Judg s of 
"ffiesupreme Court or Court of Common leas to trans
fer trial of a ca e from the county in hich 1t was 
started hen nan 1mpa.rt1al 1al of the Cause cannot 
b d n ·~hat County . n 
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P.15 - voted to stri e out property qualifica
tions for repres ntat1ves. {Similar action on 
all other app arances of the same topic) 
P.15 - Voted for nine represent tlves from each 
county instead of~ n • 

• 17 - Voted to have senators lected 1n same 
~er s representat1v s • 

• 22 • seconded a motion to require Auditor' 
reports annu lly instead of 'from t1m to tim ., 

.24 - Voted, 111 various forms, for proposals 
s gned to r vent a overnor from serving 

consecutive terms. 
P .26 - Voted to prohibit any representative from 
profiting, durin the term for which he had been 
lected, from ere t1on or increase in salary of 

an office. lo person int rested 1n army or n vy 
contracts, or holding other State or Federal 
office s to be 11g1ble for membership 1n th 
Assembly. 
P.27 - Voted a1nst v to o er for the Governor 
similar to that given the resident of the United 
tate • 
• 29 - Vot d ford finition of tre son and per• 

nii's'sion for punishment thereof similar to that 
in the •ederal Constitution • 

• 30 - second d proposal to ive Governor dis• 
cretion in imp achment cases {reverse his position 
on this later) 
P.31 - Vot d g inst a motion to require "profound 
legal kno ledge" of candidates for of~ic of 
Chief JUstice • 

• 35 - Vo ed for a motion designed to protect 
owners a ainst sheriff's sales in cases where in• 
come of property ould satisfy jud ent within 
a reasonable time • 

• 35 - Voted for 
executors ithout 
P.37 - Voted for 
chancellor. 

mot ion to reven t sales by 
certain sa.f'eguards. 
motion to create the office of 

P.51 - Seconded a motion to transfer po rs of th 
Levy Court and Court of Appeals to elected Com
missioners. 
~.58 - Voted for a motion to limit fees in legal 

act!'ons involving small sums to half that permitted 
for larg r amounta. 
~ • ade a motion to reconsider action giving 
Supreme Court. nd Court of Common Pl as, juri -
diction ov r case involvin over 32.00; second d 
a motion to make the amount 120.00; voted against 
a motion to delete th ended article. 
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Full record of Coram' votes at this session 
has ot bee taken, here his vote was simply * 
a confirm t1on of a stand made clear previously. 

In other ords, he supported moves to keep the Convention's 

own proceedi gs democratic, and to frame the Constitution in 

a way that would further political and economic democracy in 

Delaware. 

His connection 1th the Patriotic Society in the fall and 

1inter of 1794-95 has already been mentioned in connection with 

the origin of public schools in th State. '!hough no other 

spo ! fie mention of him, or of special legislation backed by 

the Society, has been found, in all probability he continued 

active in t his org 1zation to the end of his llfe, for his 

last published opin1omreflect the same viewpoint. The item 

innn.ediately belo his obituary, curiously, is notice of a 

meeting of one of the chapters. 

Though the Patriotic Society, according to its own state

ment 1n 1795, was open to ev ry citizen, without distinction, 

who ~ould support the la and the Conatitutio, it had, ao-

cordin to iss Lincoln, (p.154) been organized by former 

offic rs and soldiers of the Revolution in or before 1792. She 

points out that its officers ere later leaders of the Demo• 

cratic-Republican (later Democratic) party. The organization, 

h ich was national in scope, as, in fact, apparently one of 

the forerun ors of that party 1n Federal as well as stat 

politics Its purpose 1n Coram 1s time, however, as stated 1n 

Th three titles listed above are bound in a single cover, 
Convention of the Dela are State, and are on file at the Hall 
of RecQrds, Dover, Del ware. 
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extracts of its proceedin a printed in the Advertiser for 

1794 and 1796, was to serve as a school of political economy, 

~atchtower for guarding the citizens' interests, and the 

organizer of support for movements in line 1th their own 

liberal viewpoint. 

Political feeling ran high in the closing years of 

ashington•s second administration. In Delaware, as in many 

other localities, opposition to the Jay Treaty resulted in 

demonstrations and protests. A Town Meeting as called in 

ilmington for August 4, 1795, to consider the subject. A 

complete account of the discussion, with a transcript of the 

correspondence 1th President Washington, was printed 1n 

the Delaware Gazette for August 15. 

The citizens met first at the upper Market IIous , where 

Dr . James T1lton was closen Chairman . Then the meeting ad

journed to the Presbyterian meeting-house, near the Academy, 

which was so cro ded that many had to remain outside . There 
1 

ras said to be present up arda of 500 people . Robert Coram 

was chosen ecretary. 

Caesar Rodney spoke first, and moved a resolution to the 

eff ct that it was the constitutional right of freemen to 

ssemble peaceably and express their opinions of public 

measures. The Jay Treaty was then ordered read. 

John Dickinson as called upon to speak, but he said 

it as the place of the younger men to discuss the subject. 

Caesar Rodney then talked at length, opposing the treaty. 

Dickinson, at the conclusion of Rodney's speech, spoke over 

1 
Population, census of 1790; 602 adult w 1te males. 

/ 
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tW'O hours. 

The question- -Does the Treaty meot 1th the approbation 

oft is meeting?•- was unanimously decided in the negative. 

Jacob r m moved a connnittee of nine be appointed to 

draw up a memorial to be sent to the resident of the United 

states, expressing disapprobation of the Treaty. The Committee 

consist d of John Dickinson, Jamee Tilton, Caesar Rodney, Jacob 

Eroom, Robert Coram, Archibald Alexander, John James , Joseph 

arner, and Isaac Starr, Sen. 

e citizens then adjourned to meet at the same place 

at 5 P •• on Saturday, Au st a. 
At this subsequent meetin, John Dickinson read the 

report. It was ratified and sent to President Washington . A 

copy of the report was printed in the Gazette in full, as was 

the reply of Pr sident Washington, which was the same as the 

letter he sent to the Selectmen of Boston. Coram, as secretary 

of the meeting, signed the correspondence . 

Very soon after this meting Coram bought the Delawar 

Gazette from its former owners, Brynberg and Andrews, starting 

1ts publication under his own anagement with the issue of 

Se tember a, 1795. Bonsal and Starr were the printers; the 

subscription rate was 3 . 50 per year, half at time of sub

scription, the rest at the end of the year . He planned a 

publication to furnish as much political an general informa~ion 

as possible; to increase the space availuble, he u ed 1 ger 

size sh t and, usually, smaller print than his predecessor had 

done . H hoped, apparently, to offer a forum for public 



-35- Biogra y 

discus ion., for he promised to print a y contributions of ' · 

reason ble 1 gth., wheth r or ot he agreed 1th the thesis, 

unless the mat rial seemed likely to incite to riot. On 

September 25, he repeated his intention. 

The Gazette was frankly anti-Federalist., sits choice 

of foreign and domestic news exchanges and its editorial 

co ent, both original and exchange, reveal. It took pains 

to give nyo e attacked 1n 1ts columns~ opportunity tor fute 

the chargf'J, as hen it devoted nearly twice as much space to 

a verbatim copy of S cretary Hamilton's defense of his treasury 

ad.mi istr tio as the cr1t1c1sm had t ken. The periodical's 

fa1rnes, in fact., is om at unusual at a time when violent 

invective was the journalistic rule. Cose u ntly, it is odd 

to read the attack of the editor of the Dela are and Eastern 

Shore Advertiser , reprinted in the Gazette, charging that 

Coram as betraying hi trust as a le der of public opinion by 

suppression., distortion., and misrepresentation of ne s, and by 

scurrilous person lities. H1s i tel lectual integrity, and 

finally his citizenship, ere called into question. It was 

this .final attack that goaded Coram into r producing the valuable 

John Paul Jones 1e·tter; consequently, a modern biographer o e 

the long-forgotten editor a vote of thanks. 

Under Corarn 1s management the paper developed a distinctive 

personality. It expr seed the liberal vie o1nt in domestic 

and foreign policy 1th little propa an a for or against specific 

roposals. There ere occasional bits of light writing; some 

sugge tions for farmers; letters pro and con on matters of 

I 
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Qlitical interest; a few local items of births, de tbs, 

and marr1 es; and the abov -me tio ed debate on Coram 1s O\'V?l 

fitne s to anage a paper , in addition to much serious dis

cussion of the theory of government. 

After December 11, however, exchanges and v rbat1m 

legislative reports cam more and more into evidence; the 

issue of December 29 carried the last articles that ound 

like Coram's per onal writing. It seems probable that his 

active editorship came to an end during Decent>er, for it 1s 

then, and not at the time of his death the follo 1 

that the G z tte sho a ev1denc of change. 

spring, 

Th G zette proved a tr 1c venture so far as Cora.m's 

perso al affairs ere concerned. He had apparently gone 

heavily in debt to purchase 1t and finance the first re 
o the' operation; 1llnes and death overtook him before h 

had laced 1t on a self-sup orting ba is, and is rt1fe was 

pp rently left destitute 1th to small children; the post

hu oust ird as born to weeks 1 ter. 

The follo ng records tell in stark outline the 1nal 

eeks of Coram's 11fe, the mount of his est te and its 

character, and the little that is kno 

be ind. 

MARCH 1, 1796 (Dela are Gazette) 

of the family he l ft 

An advertisement rep ats the subscription terms and 

continue: 

" ••• The expense necessarily atte de.ton a 
publication of this kind bei g very great, 
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obliges him (the editor) to c 11 on 1 ub-
crib rs to make ood their enga ements, ••• 

th lvation of th pa er dep ding upo th 
punctuality of payment ••• Thos e ho live 
conven1e tly 111 be called on by Bonsal and 
Starr, or their or er, as the editor's bad 
state of health prev nte is personally c lling 
upon them." (Italics suppli d) 

ARCH 11, 1796, 1 a black-rimmed box: 

ilmington, arch 11- Died on 
9th instant, Robert Cor of this 
d~tor and )ropr1etor of the Dela ---,-----'-.....---.--In the deat of this reat man, or sue 

c ~tainly a) o e writings have be some-
times contra icted, but n ver refuted, Science 
and Philosophy av lost o e of th ir bright st 
or aments; and Liberty a firm and abl advoc te. 

AhJ take, departed h de, t hi s soothing verse, 
fu pl i tive tr but of a sorro 1ng muae l 
Thy gr at perfections could her po 'rs reh arae, 
Immortal Shak spear should her umber choose 

apl ndid glor1 a of immortal fame, 
Sh 11 gild the an~als of r moteat days; 
Unfading laurels crown his sacred ame, 
}. d 1us tr1unph on the wings of pr 1 eJ 

ver the ords of Hacket ap ly b tter than on the 
present occasion: 

Here sle p the brave, ho sink to rest, 
1th 11 their country's 1shes bl st; 
hen pring ,1th dewy fingers cold, 

R tur to deck their b11lo ed mould, 
She there shall dress a awe ter sod 
Than fancy' fe t have ever trod. 
By fairy hands their 11 1s rung, 
By form un en their d1rg is • 
Th re onor co es, a 1lgr1m grey, 
To bl ss the turf that wraps their cl y; 

d reedom shall awhile repair, 
To dlell a eeping hermit there. 

1 r m 1 111 b interred th s day at 10 o'clock . 

RC 15, 1796 "Th subscribers of the 
re 1 formed that in consequ nee or the ece s 

of ROBERT COR , late ditor and proprietor ther of, 
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e the undersign~d, are, agr eable to a 
written contract~ {italics suppliedTwith 
the said Robert Coram, to continue the 
publication of the Gazette , and to collect 
the arrears that no are or may become due. 

"e deem 1t unnecessary to comment upon th 
duties of an editor, but will only say, that 
if our utmost endeavors to make our paper a 
chan el of useful information shall be attended 
1th success, e shall not doubt the public 

patro age•-that we declare that we shall strictly 
adhere to the principles laid don by the late 
editor in his first umber." 

~ilm1ngton, March 15, 1796 

BONSAL & STARR 

APRIL a, 1796 - Extract from Register of Wills' Office -O-1-154-

SEPTEMB 

·:t-

Ne Castle County. 

MEMO - That letters of administration on the 
estate of Robert Coram, late of the Borough of 
Wilmington and County of New Castle, deceased, 
were granted unto Peter Brynberg and Vincent 
Bonsall, administrators (upon the renunciation 
of Rhoda Coram the w1do ). An inventory to be 
exhibited on or before the ei hth day of April 
A.D. 1797. Given under the seal of the Register, 
the eighth day of April A.D. 1796. Bond in 
1 1 600 dollars, Isaac Hendrickson surety. 

(signed} Jas. ooth, Regf 

19, 1796 - Records of Holy Trinity Church of 
1lm1ngton, (p. 676). 

Rhoda Coram, widow of Robert Coram, born Feb
ruary, 1768, baptized September 19, 1796, with her 
three c ildren as follows: 

John Robert, born March 4, 1791 (error makes 
this 1891) 

Ann, born July 9 1 1793 
Elizabeth, born arch 23, 1796 

Th 1 s apparently indicates that Coram knew his illness might 
be fatal, and stresses the importance he placed on providing 
a forum for liberal opinion and his sense of responsibility 
to his subscribers and his business associates. 
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(This b ptiam is one of th numerous hard-to
explai circumsta ces surrounding the ,oram 
family. hy did 1t take place six months after 
the deat of th husband and father. a man w ose 
writings and convention votes show that he as 
religious 1n a conventio al ense, rather than 
according to the theistic doctrines widely 
curr nt amo liberals of his time? H had 
opposed deleting from the guarantee of fre dom 
of conscie ce in the Constitution th intro
ductory comment that public orsh1p 1s part ot 
a citizen's duty. He had 11kewis insisted 
that this uarantee be made to apply specifically 
and only to the form of orsh1p one follo~ed, 
&,,.id not to civil acts dictated by conscience. 
Thi position disposed of the possibility he 
might hav belonged to the Friends , a sect that 
did not practice baptism.) 

AUGUST 19, 1799 - Register of Wills , Administration Account 
iall of R cords. Dover, Dela are. 

Assets 

"Th accountants hereby charge themselves with 
the amount of the inventory a returned to the 
R 1 ter's Office 304.70 

on1e collected from undry p rsons for sub
scription to the Dela are Gazette 258.35 

Total as et 691.13 

Bills 

Funeral expenses (to Peter Davi and 
R. Buckingham) 12.33 

Brynberg and Andr ws, notes 

Bonsall and Starr, account 

Total debts 

FILED OCTOB 

200.28 

326.39 

835.32 

Intes 18, 1796 - Inventory of Robert Cor , 
by ~1s executors. Now in 
Records, Dover. 

aJ..L or 

NOTE . Coram I s household equipment, as revealed in the 
inv ntory, as extremely modest. It included 
merely small amounts of traditional furnishings, 
linen, clothing, and cookin utensils. 

te, 
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One curious fact is that he owned surveyor's 
instruments, and smith's, clockmaker's, and 
c rpenter's tools, in addition to his library. 

e i ve,tory g1v s no su · est1on as to whether 
h as still operatin a school at the time of 
his death. A few eeks after his death, a 
year's rent bill ( 80) fell due to incent 
Gil:r:in, for which he levied o the estate. 

The size of his i1brary, 119 volumes, is rath r extensive 

for a youn man of limited eans. 

L ST O VOLU !ES O" NED 

2 volumes Good in's Political Justice 
l Sheridan's Dictionary 
Adams ' ! them ti cal orks 
atin Dictionary 

Emmerson Algebra 
athematice.l Tables 

Arts and Sciences 
Shakespeare's arks 8 {?) volume 
Ovid's etamorphoais 
Gibson's Surveying - 2 books 
Co ductor General1s 
Locke's orks, 2 vol. 
4 volumes Voltaire 1n French 
26 pamphlets c henon's {spelling not clear} Poems 
17 volum s sundry books 
17 Cat chisms of ature 
30 odd volumes 
Sundry amphlets 

This i the last entry cone rning the family that has 

been found in any of Dela ar 1 s public records. Whether Rhoda 

Coram and her children moved from the St te after her· usband' 

ta gled affair had finally been settl d, whether she remarried 

and the children took the stepfather's name, whether some or 

all of th children died in childhood, possibly 1n the yello 

fever 1dem1c of 1798, or ,hether the son died or moved, hile 

the dau hter married her an are the ancestors of present-day 

residents, are all uzzles to ~ 1ch no clue whatever has been 
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unearth din the course of the present study. The only 

su gestion which can be offered for further tnvesti ation, 

beside minute search of all extant private correspondence 

between Delaware s of that day, is the fact that apparently 

three to n ed Coram exist in the United States . The 

u. s. Postal Guide for July 1939 (p.640) lists one in 

Montana and one in ew York . agner White, in We 1re Moving 

the Rain, published in Saturday ening Post for April 27, 

1940, speaks of another in California. {p.36, col. 2.) 

Core.m's personality must have been a v1v1d one. The 

details of his lif ar e keen intelligence, careful scholar

ship, unusual versatility, manual skill, and, t least in 

boyhood, physical vigor. Heh d the gift of leadership 1n 

a high degree, as his e tire career in ~ilmington testifies; 

without it, he ~ould certainly not hav been a convention 

delegate during his first few years in the town, or later, a 

frequent member of committees h1ch 1 eluded some of the most 

prominent men of the community. The Jones letter shows that 

the trait had developed arly. He had an eager interest in 

both idea and people; his enthusiasm, ho.ever , was directed 

by moderation and good judgment, a oombin tion not always 

found in zealous champions of ne theories. 

cerpts l Inquiries show some significant 

facets of bis character as 1ell as curious sidelights. He 

co_demned slavery as a moral monstrosity . Absolute justice 

form n of all kinds and conditions as the ruling article 

of his creod. He considered Christianity asap 1losophy 
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to guide men's relations with one a other, not as a ritual 

to be kept carefully pe ed in one corner of one's life. 

He quotes aoprov1n..:,ly several passages from Latin literature 

cond mning slaughter of a imaJ.s for food, and expresses dis• 

gust at the civilized bit doi g so "for riot and ostentation." 

(p.45-46.) Savages, h rem rks, kill only hat they eed for 

food. His interest in and r spect for the Indians has been 

mentioned reviously; it ste ed from a sense of justice and 

regard for essential human dignity (11•21; lso p. 84, and 

incidentally elsewhere). He remarks (p.79): "To make ind 

better is a duty which very man owes to his posterity, to 

his country, and to s God."; and ain: "If education is 

ecessary for one man my religion tells me it is equa y 

necessa.J:>y or anoth r. 0 (p. 96.) 

Coram a ot only a pl'ofound student 1th deep human 

ymp thies and the bility to understand the full implications 

of hat he l arned; he had journalist's fe ling for net 

hrase. In fact, thou hp ts of his hundred-and-f1fty-year

old book ve the involved tyle common hen it was written, 

may pass ea might have come from the press 1th th morning's 

paper. In cr1t1c1z,.ng Blackstone he gibes: "That is, in 

plain English, lawyer may kno the obligations of society; 

but the p a1n peopl not. n (p.25.) He coins the still-heard 

phrase descriptive of our own times, ttstarves in the midst 

of universal plenty . 11 (viii. J He as$ so far as one can 

determi e., the original author of the expression, 11 a rope of 
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~and incapable of supporting 1ts own eight" (p.57) which a 

contemporary due tor1 has used o the modern curriculum. 

(Coram used it to describe tel lplessn sofa society not 

really integrated.) His observations on taxation are equally 

apt: 

othing is more obvious than that every person 
in a civilized society should contribute toward 
the support of government. o stupid then is 
the conomy of that oeiety conducted hich ke pa 
one alf th c1t1z ns in a state of bject poverty. 
saddling the other half 1th the whole we1 t of 
governm~nt nd the maintenance of the poor beside? 
Every citizen o ht to contribute to the support 
of government, but all obligations should bind 
1th1n the limits of poas1b111ty; a man, at least, 

ought to be able to pay a tax, before he 1s com
pelled to do it s a duty." (p . 67-68 . ) 

Robert Cor snot a scholar working entirely alone. 

Attention ha been called to forw rd-looking ~en who ere 

his associates in an ef£ort to make eighteenth century Delaware 

a more satisfactory lace to live. Throug out the new nation. 

as well sin the more progressive European countrie, a liberal 

ferment as working. £resent-day tudents of the intellectual 

trends of this period are comi more and more to include Coram•s 

ame in the 11st of the spokesmen for the .future who lived during 

and just after the American and ench Revolutions. Summaries 

of a fe of these recent studi s ake a fi ttin.g conclusion to 

the story of the life and co tr1but1onsof an alert American. 

Ch rle and ary Beard, in a section of Rise of American 

l 
ocess in the 

e Advancement 
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Civilization, devoted to eduction in the early republic, 

11st a hi ton, Jefferso, Be j in Rush, ouh ·:ebster, 

Jams Sulliv n, and "the less knom obert Coram, Nathaniel 

Chipman, Samuel ox, ands. H. Smith' as men who wrote, from 

one angle or another, on th need of g n ral education in 

democracy. They co tinue: 'though most of the tr cts and 

pamphlets lie buried in the ust of libraries, their i fluence 

still liv sin erican educatio al theory." (p.486-7.) 

ilson and Kandel , in Introduction to the Study of Am r1can 

ucat1on (p.-11) mention him among the earliest dvocates of 

public schools. • • lsbree, in '!he American Teacher p . 136, 

iv s similar r co nition to Coram's contribution. Ile like 1se 

calls attention to th disruptions caus6d by the Revolution, 

especially in th Ne gland colonies that had previously 

ad the greatest strides in public education, and the problems 

of "o.llev1ation of poverty , rehabilitation, realignment of 

taxation, and provision for th physical n eds of the people," 

to say nothing of major political readjustment, as matters that 

absorbed the full en rgles of Americans to the exclusion ot 

education "at least temporarily.' rom his analysis of con

ditions, on m1ght conclude that D la are's constitutional 

nrov1s1on for schools and a s1 .. ent of one-eighth of her 

stater venue for school purposes er exceptionally a vanoed 

achiev ment for th t oor and busy g nerntion. 

Allen O car n en's Liberalism and American ~ucat1on in 

the enth Century is the most compl te tudy of they ars 
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1775-1800 tlat has come to the atte tion of the ederal riters 

in preparing this pr. He echoes the _eards' comment that, 

thou t,. e specific 1 flue ce of y on pamphlet on education 

may have been limited, ad thee tire group of writers of this 

prod ere not represe tntlve of th dominant political faction, 

none th 1 se "the in pr1nc1pl s st fort in these riting 

have been on of th mot pot nt factor operative in the gronh 

of .Americ democracy" (p.45). 

Hase examines 1n et il t e basic philosophy of the 

later e1 hteenth century, and 1t pplic tion in terms of the 

American Revolution ad ubsequent ren ustments. He thon 

devotes t. major part of l is book to an analysis of nine 

plans of public education, suggested re pectively by Benjamin 

Rush, Robert Cor , .Ta Sullivan, athaniel Chipman, Samuel 

nox, Samu 1 I. Smith, La itte du Courte11, du ont d Nemours-

of inter at to Delaware sin vie of the part his descendants 

hav played in the state's later development--, and oah ebater. 

ain te eta of th r 1th of this generation 1ere that 

m and is institution were perfectable; th t to attain this 

perfect1o the natural. laws of co trol and growth must b dis

covered; that institutions must be kept fluid and adaptable to 

changing human eds; and that a scientific, objective, and 

evolutionary attitude fo tered by a iser program of education 

than any ten in vogue aa tle only in trument for building such 

institutions (Ch. I, u ar1zed P • 20). The epar tion from 

gl d s b ed ot o ch on the economic i us that caused 

the immodiat quarrel as upon a revolt ag inst them rcantilist 

I 
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policy fo ented by wider acceptance her of the e liberal 

vie oint and is reinforcement by the cond1t1ons and common 

exp ri nee of pion er li.f ( h. II, summarized P• 43). 

All the pro rams for ubl1c education had m~ch in common: 

They ccepted the basic liberal premises of their century; 

they recognized the eed for education as a prerequisite for 

self- ov rnment; they ere founded on consideration of each 

man's in iv1dua1 orth n hie role s a ocial creature; they 

ere stro ly ationalistic in th betters nae o.f that term, 

1.e. 1 they 1med at producin unified support of democracy 

throughout the country by di.ffusing k o ledge of it and .foster• 

1ng of con it1ona under which it could work. 

The secon section of Ch pter III {pp. 63-79) presents 

a full n c eful study of Political Inquiries, more in det 11, 

in r ct, tan the o 1n the pre ent b1o raphy. The ederal 

;ri ters h d alr ady compl t their analysis of the book 

be.fore the Han en ork was called to th 1r attention through 

Ris an Civilization; though no direct quotations ere 

1 corporat d, the ~iters' Project 1s indebted to Liberalism 

and American ucation for clarifying its members ' o ,_.;;,,;....;;_,~..;....;; ...... .....,;;...;........,......,;...;.,.,. vie point 

and for helpin 1n r valuation of the importance of certain of 

Coram 1 s co ents to 1ch too much or too little attention h d 

bee given . 

A e1 excerpts ~ill ho Hansen's ppraisal of Coram 

and 1 ~ork . Of the plan, ae sa a. (p. 63-4): 

n 1791 Rob rt Coram of ilmington, Delaware, 
brou ht out lan .for the general establishment 
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of sc ool throughout th it t tea. H 
v ry defin te ilo.ophy of life d of 

d mocracy n sa t e rel t1on bet en educa
tion and th fur h ranc o d mocrat·· principles . 
The compl te t1tl oft e rork is: 'Political 
lnqu1r1 s: To which i dd d LA far the 
gener l stablishmcnt of SCHOOLS throughout the 
United States,' but, in fact, according to the 
n-1ter's own st tern nt, the purp e a not the 
discussion of political th ory but rather of 
the r lation of political theory to educ tion. 11 

This introduction he sup 1 menta ith the follo ing foot ote 

1n regar to the a hi el.f: 

"Robert Coram as t e author of sevBral rtlcles 
in the Delawar G z tt, und r the signature of 
rutus. was student of Indian life and 

customs, and of the rench and Colonial po ic1es. 
Som of the writers compreh nded in his criticis 
ere Blackstone, Gouget, Barbyrac, T1tius, Locke, 

~rotiu, Puffendorf, Priestle, Turn aux, Beccaria, 
Raynall, 1 ldi , Goldsmith, Mac ulay, S 1ft, 
Ad ison, G , pin, Vand rbilt, Garth, and Dupaty . 
Coram und rstood the problem i.volved in making 

overnments st ble en, t th same time, pro
gressive, and he believed that a mot essential 
principl v as t1at of the h rmony of ov rnment 

1th the atur of • This harmony he tho ht 
ted st in democr cy because it aa 

to pro r ss. 

In anot r conn tlon he r arks: (p. 6) 

"That Coram had iven lo and· care.f'ul con-
s1 ration to the problem w· ich he d1scusso 
in hi tre tie 1s very evid nt. He had made 
1mself quainted 1th ract1cally all of the 
rr1 tin s on due t1o an h kn the so ial 

and economic co 1tions th t exist d at that 
t1 ·" 

had 

rt, 
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Hansen concludes 1th a brief resume of Cor •s 

philosophy of ovornment and education {p. 78-9}: 

"Analyses of condit i ons convinced Coram that 
ther was a need for reformation in education. 
H did not feel that the principles of democracy 
had fail d, but he s keenly conscious of the 
necessity of making conscious provision for 
t eir fruitful operation. If democracy failed 
it ould be because no provision ad been made 
for education that ould train for democracy. 
Schools ere ot so run as to produce intelligent 
citizenship. Both the private and public in
terests of persons in a democracy called for 
education peculiar to that form of social con
trol. Re believed th t the system recommended 
by oah ebster - a system that would insure 
control from ithin the 1n.dividual - was al to• 
gather ssential. ducation must be incorporated 
as a part of the government. Hitherto, education 

ad ot been fitted to promote progress, but 
rather the very opposit. As long as educational 
opportunity s solely for the fe, so long would 
these get higher education in order that they 
might exploit the many. Opportunity must be 
universal. Through education also must society 
be integrated. This problem of social integration 
and maximal individual ach1 vement demanded new 
type of education. The very nature of a repre
sentative government demanded equalization of 
educational opportunity. Hence, there should b 
a tax-supported national system of education, 
available to all alike." 

such then was the viewpoint of one of America's pioneer 

philosophers in the field of public education, a man ho succeeded 

in cro din equal parts of careful study and strenuous activity 

into his brief life. He help d to spread the doctrine ot 

general state-supported educ t1on throughout the United States, 

and took a leading part in laying the political and financial 

foundation upon which the public school system of Del ware could 

be built in the next gen ration. His early death deprived the 

State of a courageous and devoted democrat about hose potential 

influence one can only guess. 
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Printz, Johan, Gov., by Amandus Johnson per?, in File 

/Pusey, Pennock, by Charles B. Lore per?, in Fil_v 

N. 
rPusey, Samue:j/, quote viemoir of Harlan&, _!Iollingsworth Co., 

~ ilmington, _)elaware, 1886, p. 134 f1·7 

PYLE, HOWARD, by Lar✓iont, in File 

Q, ... 
R 

G~ORGE, by Allen and Pote, in File READ, 

----f1Lr~-w ,{:.~ ~ 
Reeves, Marian C. L. ( 11 Fadette 11 ), 
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Ridder, Peter Hollender, by Amandus Johnson per?, in F'ile 
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RISI JG, JOHAN CLASSON, by Amandus Johnson per?, in File 

RODNEY, CAESAR, by All~n and Burslem, in File 

Rodney, Caesar A., 

/Rodney, D~niel, by Crowe and Cunningham, in File 

/Ross, George, 

/Rowan, Archibald H., by Hammond, in Fil~ 

s 

/T'"Saulsburys of Delaware," by Cheyney, in Fily 

/fchoonoyer, Frank .E., by LaMont and Cheyney, in Fily 

/schute, Swen, see Skuty 

/'Scott, Levi, by :toore, in Fily 

/"U. o. senators from •• Delaware, 11 by Burslem, in F'ily 

Shaw, Robert, by Butler, in File 

/shipley, Elizabeth, by Cheyney, in Fily 

/skute, Sven_J 

/smithers, Nathaniel, by dilliam T. Smithers and James 
t'ennewill per?, in F'ily 

Sluyter, Peter, 
• 
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/smyth, ·rhomas A., by Pote, etc., inFil_v 

Sprinchorn, Carl, 

Springer, Charles, &c., by Cunningham and Cheyney, in File 

/stalcop (E'talkofta), Johan .f..nderson, by Allen, in Fil~ 

(:;"tiddem (S-cidden, Stidham), '11ymen, by Allen, ir Filv' 

;Stockton, - - ) , 

STUYVESAN'l', P~TER, by Amandus Johns on per ? , in File 

T 

/Tatnall, Toseph, &c., by Cheyney, in Fil_v 

/'rhomson, Charles, by Samworth, in Fil_v 

'l'IL'I'ON, JAMES, Dr. , by Allen, in Fi le 

/Tom, illiam, by Cheyney, in FilV Sc....c- t~ ·~ 

'l'ORKILTJS, REOHTJS, by Amandus Johnson per ? , in File 

TO'M SEND, GEORGE ALFREiJ ( 11 Ga th'') , by Pote, in I!'ile 

u 
USSELINCX, ~ILLEM, 

V 

/'Tan de Veere, ,Ta cob, by Allen, in Fil_v 

Van Dyck, Gregory, 
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'Van Dyke Family,:; by Hammond, in File 

/van Sweeringen, Gerritt, by Allen, in Fil~ 

VERAZANNO, JEAN DE, 

VINING, Iv11-1.R:t, by Cheyney, in File 

w 

ffeertmuller, Adolph U., Ashmead, Hist. of Del. Co., Pa., per 
in FilW 

WEST, THOMAS, third Baron De La arre, 

amuel, 
Fvnite, ~m~x, by Clinton Johnson, etc., in Fil~ 

illing, Thomas, by Allen, in File 

/Niltbank, Hermanus Frederick..J' 
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/Ioung ( Jongh), Jacob..J' 

Young, 'l1homas, Capt., 





•O . 240 tc ~~5 SC tt red . 7J 

-1-

Loca it -- LAU EL 

Subm· t d b-y; v. .1. • 

.,~ 1 7t 1936 

. . --- ne oft e mldent customs still 

ir.1. pra.ct1v i the ,hei-•in"' t the co.mp"' eet~.1 ,., , 10ld 

~n a ~c,od or ·rove, 1herc the 1 ,0 '10 ·o ·r ,. ship Hlld 

to rest i'r-o 1 tr .. e J. hors r 9.. \7 ek or o,~r GV • '"'II' J. ., :re r . 
r .. e c-..u3 ,o or5 .... inated tn col o. ·1 al do.ys who•. eh1.rchos mre 

.r ·., an wide y < i tu d, nd t e meru:c o~ tro.·r ~ ·.-.o 

lo • Covered aeons, co.uv ~ tm te n ro1 r 'll .,. 1J1.1·· 1 t 

cott es ~- 1.,h thn ·c "'ed .1. ooi !3 .10 o •uilt 01' )lee Hl n. n 

c~.rcl · .:ro, n.d e. te. e11 necl ,~ ic I co_ eiste'1 of fl 1 o gh-

~ y uil t pulp:i t an.. a shel tcff' , c.de b ., trct h'.i n"' c le.r · 

can e.o suil in hol tc ·, f ' 4 on to co er tl:G ~ 'J." oe..:. d 

car.1e to stne, r y, ah0ut 

and per1orm tboir "oli icn: s 1 •• T"no i.is 03 

.1.n charge wan tl10 pi·ea~hcr ~ 0 nd nf .or 

'Che early hour of the orn5.ni:-,. ( ) 

still held ea.ch enr b 1t j c. .. uch e: .ff 

functlorm hu lo one 1 o ern ~ ~d 

.., e:i.,. 10n t 1 ·:or-

•ooti!l s r.,z•o 

r.1c. --n r • 'Ihe 

·1 nt h vo been added , s attract_onn. ' ... eo su )le- ... nt~ry 

1.tu.il tin,,. pa.rt es holrwd vrna.r nvrn:y tho lo._,. .int r 

afternoons n.nd even :.>s u·t ·hf) f'olk of' a fe., yea.rs buck , 

and this custo .s ntill fcill vrecl . Jo en f.'olk from the 

neip_;hborhood ere invited to the home of one of' i.: eir neigh

ors , 1..1 .. suo.ll :ln the fternoon , rh ·re t~ o q_ 111 t has been 



e ,, 

l ich f' pi• v·i J. 

lig.r:d,1.:/r vei:. .. 

mood 'llile t·1 

"I 
I.. 

, ·1 .... 
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G T .1. 01 t .1e nee 1 c .nd t:; l!"'O sl , 

· ouee . f'e. Cor.:vc! r, t:i.o _ o.. s. 

:::: '\. u 11.n "' t: . o gn 

the nq_u."lt II ,II ft r t!lO q;1il t ho.•, e:t1 f .:.n'" sh-

a talrnn li t,t,1. , ra . 
', I., • 1 di ·s 

d ri.1 t ,.o' :1:i. ont f tho 1ad1os c..re 

fjr•u' in ~) 

11 A lo t ·-tn R ' -crh r0 fol1 n t cred to cat 

ninett,o. Th y ·an· en rnd ... . po 1n\7 l. tr ~: o of r 1ot· er ... , 

me 1hor f' · e.. soc r- s t., at tho ho e 0f J. 
C r-, I., 

w 1ere o.nplos in __ on:· ... o :rs of b ,a1,e lac.d 11 tl·.3 1 7.'ll, 

and '3 iCE} 

er·~y )c.nt ... t·10 ~- un"" folk r ···red, cor d 

ho frw.t, uh: c w s plrced o:n tr .... yA to be o noa~t to 

hes 

,·o:r· ihc -~·ll tel', uhen it · r s ' ou · t to be · c :1 s -~ "·o any well 

..:·e5"U.2.' to diet. J ft.,_;I' 3\i\vOt cic101· L d 

p seed , ... u?'Jtmc.1 1d t1 

floor · .-:..~;:: cJ. ,a ... ed · .,.. 

_;.Jla:ycd. ac 

. "' •• .I. 

.. ez c~ '.:'" ..... t.."' , t ".e ol< 

c..n.::. o ~, :-:-o c:;.. cc::·. !'} U.ll"• s v:ere 

inc; · : ool '' nr.r. 

ch 11 tl..,o f ,J ... r ., , ld 1 : . .:-•r. t .:.o 

c ... 
.... ,, ... . :· re; J.er 

not ha:i.J.dy fo1• ·-.he dancos, ::.,,:, .1ec 10 :.u..,re ..... e. hr- 'JJ oniu1::.., nccord" on 

or ba..'VJ.j o :n . .i. u 01"' t~'l u , '.i.~.1 ns t ... "1..:.r .. ,ni... ( 3} 
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Some of the sv. "rst:ttion thr-t .-;till J:•emc.in, ove1 71th 

tho li: rati: Ii a. black cu 02. nn s tr: o ps:t1.1, especially in the 

e rl ·- :nornin,...,., i · eru1s bo. 1 cl!.: 1·or the day. ,omen s .ouJ.d not 

leave !10 c on l 'l Year' !:I D&.y or th, :'.:'&mily : D s1 fe:t· ill luck 

tho year. ,alki!l.£: un e1• n : .dder bri!l[;S bo.d 1 ick. u0()ing 

')Y~r t e right ~.nc · . er n alls _ 1.,ospcr!- ty U.t' •. ,,. t. e 

pha"o . Pl .. n.t ve,,.cta· . c t t ro • ... lr .. s, a1, the ti1ne of th moon 

1h .. L:.r ht" 'i-•o d ~ ~, 8-nd thos 't''l th stalk nm onlj t ni~hts • 

. foat is solid if utchered on u in moon, but 1vill shrink if 

on a ,a.11. • ne moo?.J. . Carrying a rabb ... .-t 's foot rings goocl l.t-:.ck. 

Brc'l.l n ' n: ro T'10ar1s se~rcn ears bad luck. (~-S) 

T -- nu:,- or; six coi.u.1.c:L o :., <Y'. :':"o_., 

eac1 of t .. o .fo , m.11ds " · • 'IO f'.t lar~o, • i.. c. _ alder on ons :l' ute 

the r ov:JI'rL:':1° po :er . .., ) 

I ·T .. ~_: -- F' u miles west of -~~ .... 1_ ovcrlool~ing the 

'.'If'~ .,1 .. s o.r tLe ,, ure:i.. ri rnr ~ ~re t:-:e ro o.:t .!l o'.'"' ·.h fi:r·. t "'hippin 

po1"t 1 ... \'l s ,orn ,,- sex co 1-"1.t" • he :.-·:dns o . w!:nrvos, clocks Lmd 

etti ~s ·-.t. ~,"" 1 11 v ...,ibl • . ) It •.;;,. eo. l. ·1 c. s .. n !.1.11 near this 

no·· nt \ 1 r, _:0ld 'las t o ~;ht t;o 1c.v0 > .... n di~co rea. · ~ < 30 . 

~ 1 01 Latu f)l n n1~ rn of ,;,ix mile.., t 'ough oouc onds hoe the 

b:i."'e.nc: 0~ 1 ot ovorhcacJ. brL ''S ono .o ho ." uul sein groU? ~ o 

th Lntico::0 rive • r 1 scme .. ot··,o o r us d Lo catch fish as 

in th bibltc ... 1 doys. A lon{I.'. net J.s t&.ken out into the r.:. r 1hore 

1. t is ·pi eud i. a ~ e.:n.i ir·cle end ie fu a,,. cd ashore by a 'E11ndlass 

op ere. tod by ma71 power . ( 3) 01d VJ .U"'i s c Church Ola one one of the 

oldest churcL0s int.le a.st of' the Protestant piscopal. denomi

nation, ur..c. ls h. subject of' raany tales of' history. In George 

77 
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Alfred r.L.O'lomsend' a story fl r , 
•• J. ntailed at" the old church i s 

:l!lon·io11ed on se?ere.l oc ,.sions as being the scene O ~-:, ... the 

:ma!'r-:ln. ,e of me.ny f the chnrt:1. ter·s in the story. In t 10 cemetery 

ill' .,o ndin th' c urc··1 are burlo · nen ;ho l v m de 1.story in 

th.a co:nrnunity . (5) (6) 

.1- 10 r..n<.1 o:ne-li ... 1_~ r .. ile.., ,e.?, t; of 1;"1.e to,m 1-s • ii. PJ.e - s1J.r.t 

l.etho · o · p ::ic-op,., d ur ,h., t o second ol ~O<Jt c .m,c •;his 

c1 ,nod. .t. tion ~11 olnwa.t·o l.lld v ( old Lt n ' 1.!, s • Y. co t'G J, •• (5) 

Jp ec-or ".;.3 1,e, r1ahor+: Ald (.) 1. a c- oe or , 
: ·I) J -tn 

ro 1 boa·~} i 0' C., 13 T, :1·,, Q. S :j"Ct of' t )' ~.:!.Mc st rf' ,ctl :"" 

s :.r\ .. i 
.,,_ 

O::' ..n I") m:!.le . 11 ,:, t-,., y, .. y f'c t , .. 
,1 () a:l ... 'Jllo 73 

--
ll tu. al • one ) oc.m at.,·l'> lJ. l . s 

and ·i--. "1nn,·o n.i"e l"'urel 0.1" o .. ·r,n • 30 1S i.n ·"'r of·· ·c • 
11 h., ;c... . .ie.i ont·!.S ~ml-tr-opic· · 

i tl · L ·1 v sot~ n • lJ) 

of Oi: C- 07'~., 

( 0 . ..,t r r:.. 

• O"I' 

r· s t L., .• 1ent 

, 

',l , (:) l 

is : 0 t ~., €; .... , ... 

o .. ··) 

mtles l;O t' .., nt 

.. ~::>ject, , .cr·c 11.0 

ond ·" r 

1.i~, rcl 1 s orrie 

U ... 
~.i ·, le~ o"" ..., 

f 'C, t .... ' 
V •• ~e ~t:b- argi11al 

fish, on r er tlo 1 par·k . (7 ) 

blic ,chool , 
i..i Lb. · 

lr. t o 

son ch 

legally 

u .. r, 11 ! nt of :,o.,, _ 11 ::,er 

o' . ., ., J i ' OU:10 • I . . ):'l \. "l t t C 

of t·1 t 1:> .. , O' tLo v<. to Li 'lj.w y . ;; Le school was 

tablL, od .. n c. c nOYJdro·y scboo !893 . In 1920 tho 
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. 
presenl, building 1, s erected, and in lU:SO an a 1 -!;ion :raa ouil t . 

The cost of the build.in• ::ind a~ ·t~on vas J:.27 , 000 . 1 ore tre 

ul ro 1lar cl ss roo1 i th c. c pa. i ty of 40 .)upils ertch; •1: >;) ecial 

c a r•oo:ns 7i th a cc.p city of 25 a.ch; 3 adi. nistr ti.ve :."ooms; 

an ur:11 tori um sent ,.,. 600• , 

65; two stud halls 165 . T li. r· y b. 2954 vo1 u. os nc. is in 

ch r~ of a librarian during cc~ ool • The c ,1pus cov .,, ten 

a res " d col".lta.ins .~ b sebe.11 f:tel , cin ior runn .. nr: tr clrn., play 

[£.Oi.m an a.r·11 field . 

and an r~hestrn of 35. 

he school :maint ino a bond of 50 pieces 

P ... u. L l;.T nc.o • bar School ( egro} 

ha.a fa.cul ty membor-sl o. ele ""n ~ nn 0nr llment of 2?5. rl..2.e 

·. ulldinn- }:'I. s elev~n 1·00: Ullu i. ituRt€d at the TICst~l"l'l. lim.ito 

o · the tom, on o·,.rnsend tr., t . J 

· 10 .. '! ,alL .. r TL e.t e ,n u ntr .1 enue .near : "'ket 

zt:. ce ..,, ho.s a 

0 t.C •, qi..:lp n ,. 

lkin. ? let O 3 10WS ar·e hola. ch o ;s,rJ.ing, ..,unde:y e~~ce ted . (11 1 

AUDITOl,.I - r.Lhe PeCe:;. ~1 • .,t to l"ill.011 y in o t Lo.11r 1 has 

' is 

cat 

... or ··iJ ls., dcncos ci..c . ( 11) 

Le.u.rol .. c .... o l .,_,.; di LO'l?1. G( , uv, ,...11c 1c: e~ui c1 to t, :te 

c · of' cmatet'!.r' tb t1·:i c,. ls m mo·:~~ .. . u.l" "'. ( .., ) 

are nuo.l funct.:ons held by 1.,he Laurol Cotillion Club !n tle 

local o.rmory . (10) 

ces 

Ginning d fishinc; parties cn.:c. pl' cm1e 11 es and equipm nt y 

a:oplying 11 t either 01' the hotels . 



" r ., 

( ) 1-T ah .,ch's tory of oore's vh :.el 1863 

2) J."f.lO!lUl ohc, 1" r -t;ion 

I y \ 

( ' c'~ J:>f' f 
' 

{ " ) ,U 

(7) • 

{8) uner 

(9) Ch 

ot, e .1 , .... l C 01"::. 

s. o-._n-v :)f e n-:a. ~ 

.d T ~- s., d's ".1.,): te:.leo kt . II 

0 ,o, ) "'O ..... vO 1ty .... 

.. c por, of . C.1.WOl l:dv,; tiJ. c: l ·~5 C\1, li..t,i ... , ...,]. •-

o , .... 111 dol _ ... L1, 

s P . iel, , sa:perintanc.t nc o u<1llools, l..i . m"ol 

{ 10) J . .Ald . 1 ,arr-in ton;. 1 r s o .1.t L .urel vo t:i...i..llon c ... b 

(11} ve~ett ,all r, m a.gr w •• 11 vl,. J..he t r • 

or 

. . 
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r1tten by • H. Conner • 

.A• LAlfil !!!J2 ,!!ESOURC 

l. GEOGRAPHY AND TOPOG 

DELAWARE, the nn1amond State, ia the second smallest 1n 

area of the Union, tb.e third smallest 1n population, and was 

the f1rst ot the Thirteen Colonies to adopt th Conatitut1on ot 
I 

the United Statea. It northern b undaJ17 1e the are of a twel •• 
\ 

mile circle struck t:rom the Old Court-hows t New Castle 
~ 

center, its outh rn and weatem boundaries were i-tm by· th cele• 

brat son and Dixon 1n. order to secur a point of beginnitlg 

to divide th terr1to.r1 a ot Lord Baltimor and W1ll1 Penn, 

and it• eastern boundary 1• that ot river, bq, and ocean. 

Delaware is th only State that owns circular boundary l1n. 

Th• arc eeparat s Delaware fro Pennsylvania on th N •• while on 

the E •• th State owns the D lawa.N Riv r within the l2•m1le 

circle to me 10 .... water mark on the ?I w Jersey aide. Below th 

limits of the circle, the ndddl ot the Delawax-e River and By 

maJ"k th eastern b01lndary until the tlant1c ocean 1s r ached. 

The s. line comprise• on -halt' of th puallel 38 deg. 27 min., 

between the Atlantic Ooe and the Ohesap ak Bay, and the • 

boundal'f is a line erected tro t mi~dl point little • 

ot N. un t1l tangent to t e arc ot th 12•1.Gile oirel • yl 

borders Delawue to the s. and w. 
For o•er two oenturie, boundary di puts h ve been tought 

out between the Diamond St•t and neighboring Pennsylvania, Mary• 

land, and New Jere Y• Themot reeen deois!on (1952) ag at 

New Jersey confirm Delaw e• control over the Delawar River 

within the 12~m11e cirole. 



( 

19 

t. 
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' ' Submitted by• Virginia Cullen 

D t • April 151 1936. 

Topic• FOLK CUSTO?S 

File s-240 

Locality• Eastern Sussex county 

At hog-killing time the .familes consult together on the dates 

.for the slaughter, and the first one on the schedule receives 

the unstinted help of all, the men doing the killing and the 

omen busy in the kitchen with sausage making and the curing o.f 

meats. In succession, each .family goes to the home o.f the next 

in line, and so on until the tasks are completed. Likewise, 

in any emergency when a house-wife is sick-abed, absent, or .for 

some reason cannot undertake her daily tasks, tae neighboring 

omen come in and do the chores. For instance, 1.f a neighbor's 

wash does not appear on the line at the usual time on ionday 

morning, the other women set aside their own tubs and go to find 

out the cause, usually remaining to complete the task of the de

linquent one. Nor do they wait to be sunnnoned to each knows the 

schedule o.f others. No doors are ever locked the year round, and 

neighbors are privileged to come in and borrow in any shortage 

or emergency without becoming the target .for rocking chair gossips. 

The families live mostly to themselves with no apparent cognizance 

that such benevolence is not generally practiced. (A) 

Old Folk's Christmas Party-

In Lewes, wher old folk abound, Christmas shindigs are not a 

monopoly of the younger generation. '!here is one night set aside 

.for the oldsters hen the Rotary Club sponsors a Y'ule tide cele-

bration .for lderly persons b twe n the ages of 70 and 100 years. 

The date of the party is sometime during the week preceding 

Christmas day. The evening is given over entirely to the old folk, 
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who ;furnish most of the entertainment in song and dance, and 

it is not an uncommon sight to see some octogenarian cutting 

th pigeon wing hen called upon to do his bit. 

The guest th progeny of peopl who hav lived here for 

generations and contributed much to the colorful life of thi 

ancient sea-faring v1llage.T The Rotarians instituted the custom 

several years ago. on the night of the celebration they round 

up their guests from all sections of town and personally escrot 

them to the party all dressed up 1n their beat bib and tucker. 

(B) 

COMMUNITY DANCES 

The social interchange of hospitality at Christmas dances, 

between the small towns of lower la are and the Del•Marv 

peninsula, is an old ~ustom perpetuated by dancing groups ot 

modern t~mes. The Stat 1s sm&ll a.i:'aa and the proximity of th 

towns have l nt themselves to the establishment of a custom by 

which th hol section comingles during the Yule tides aeon. 

The touns arrang the dates of their Christmas cotillions ao 

that, if possible, none will con.f'11ot and all affairs may be 

emjoyed by the greatest number of persons. Each subscriber 

to his home town function is allowed from three to five guest 

tickets for out of town couples, becoming host to that group at 

cocktail parties before the dance and at intermission or after 

dance f'unct1ons. As a return courtes'y, the out of town guests 

remember their hosts of neighboring functions. 

The custom has engendered a form ot free-lancing among t he 

younger set who frequently attend these dances on bid secured 

tor them by a ~riend ot some host who had more tickets than they 
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expect to distribute among their own acquaintances. However, 

the "blind bids" are equally honored as the recipent automa

tically become the guests of the original hosts at home parties, 

even though they may be total trangers. (0) 

LITTLE CHRISTUAS 

Many persons of orthodox religious faiths throughout Delaware 

observe Christmas Day on January 6 as well as the customary De

cember 25. The day 1s known as "Little Christman" or Old Christ-

maa Day." 

Around Georgetown are some of these celebrants of Little 

Christmas who still dispute the authority of the Gregorian oalen-

r which set back the birthday of Jesus thirteen days from that 

of the Julian computation. The Delawareans contend their con• 

vict!ons ar upheld by the supernatural order of things ymbolizing 

a new birth, which they allege talces place on the eve of January 

6J that daffodils, hops and elders shoot forth sprouts throueh 

the frozen ground, remaining visible until sunrise. Some old 

folk of Georgetown claim they have witnessed this phenomenon. 

In these homes the Christmas decorations are left 1ntaot until 

after Little Christmas, and families felieitat the event with 

turkey, duck and goose dinners and the exchange of presents. Former 

Sussex count1ana now residing 1n other cities, who believe with 

their parent in Little Christmas, come home for a second 

cel·ebration on January 6. (D) 

OIIDR Cl! BAN ON MUSIC* 

A few elderly persons of Le es remember the ban once placed 

on violin music in local churches, as the "fiddle" was considered 
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the instrument of the devil. The lively strains of the violin 

were associated with barn dance and like frivolity and deemed 

totally unfit for the house of God. It was still resisted less 

than twenty years ago, although the prejudice as finally 

overcome. 

The same feeling prevailed about organ music 1n sacred edi• 

fices ot this county. The on1y appropriate ·music wa believed 

to be the human voice lifted in paeans of praise, which wa 

good enough, they claimed, for their forefathers. A church in 

Bridgeville we.a one of the 111st 1.n Sussex County to per-...nit 

nothing but organ music. (F) 

BLUE LAiVS• 

The antiquated ~Blue Las" ar still respeoted by a aurpris• 

ing number of Lewes resident. In 1935• after sunday baseball 

was ruled legal by the State Leg1slaturo, there was so much 

opposition to what was considered a descration of the Sabbath 

•that a referendum was held in which the qualified voters ragis-

tered their sentiments pro and con. 

dof'eated. 

The fundamentalists ware 

Not so long ago many ab emious folk around ilton believed 

it a form of wickedness to take Sabbath automobile rides or 

buy any product on Sunday. and up to a few years a o there were 

some who would not purchase ne spapers on the hol day nor 

allow milk deliveries on their doorsteps. Tho men folk are 

prohibited from shaving on the Sabbath and the wo en did all 

their Sunday cooldng on the preceding day·. Violators of the 

sanctity of the holy day ho wished to justify their "misdemeanors" 

quoted the Biblical verses Matthew, 12:11, as follows, "What 
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man. shall be among you t ,at sha l ha.ve one sheep, end if it fell 

into a pit on the Sabbath Day would he not lay hold of it and pul1 

1-L out?" (G) 

MILTON•HOME*COMINO-S. 

The little town of M1lton, on the Broad.kill creek observes 

an annual three-day "Home-Coming" celebration during the second 

week in August, when many former residents now living in other 

parts of the state and country return to their old stamping 

ground for the rene al of friendships. The ceremonies begin 

on Friday morning, the home-comers assembling 1n front of the 

old school house of their childhood days to be welcomed by the 

town mayor• From that point they parade through the town under 

flags and bunting atrung across the main thoroughfar, led by a 

lusty brass band of home talent• One feature of the day is the 

"Old Timers• Ball Game," with only those eligible to play who 

can produce records "They drank from a bottle over thirty-five 

years ago." On Sunday the churches hod special services appro

priate to the occasion, and the day closes with big family dinners, 

the boards groaning under the choic~st produce of Sussex County 

f's.mis. (H) 

-BIG THURSDAY• 

"Big Thursday," the second Thursday in 

has been an institution in rural Delaware for ove~ eighty 

years. In the earlier days the event was observed only at Oak 

orchard on the Indian River, the happy hunting ground of the Nanti-
1 

coke Indians, but more recently a like celobration talces place at 

Bowers Beach• on the Delaware BaY• 

At Bowers, farmers, politicians and pleasure-seekers from all 
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over Eastern Delaware ass mble on that date loaded down with 

picnic lunches prepared for an all-day outin • Clam and oyster 

bakes, corn roastings and .field sport~ m•e mixed with political 

sp eches and the happy int rcourse or friends ho have not seen 

each other since the last Big Thursday. In the first days many 

new political alliances were hatched at ers and practically 

every ambitious stump speaker in the State too~ advantage of 

the leisurely throng. 

t Oak orchard th out1n hP.s moro or a reli ious aspect, a 

air camp meetin s are a. hich spot or the d Y• Before the age 

of the automobile and hard- urfaoed rods, the families ould 

le ve home before sun up with all the children piled aboard the 

spring wagon. To add Z6et to the long trek over muddy bumpy roads, 

chariot races were staged, with each family viei.ng with the others 

to see which. could reach first their destination. Descendent 

of the Nanticoke Indiana who still reside near Oak orchard sei. 

the opportunity to peddle souvenir of thAir tribe among th 

picnick rs. 

The or!gin of the custom ie said to be o.s follows: In 1852, 

by an act of assembly, it was made unlawful to gather oysters be

t een May 1 and August 10. The follo ling year on Aug--'1st 11, hich 

fell on the second Thursday in the month, the oyster gath rers and 

theil:' families marked the opening of the season ith a gala da7, 

which bee e known as Bi Thursday. The o ter prohibition ,: as 

lifted in 1877, but the cuotom o celebrating the second hursday 

in Augr.st hao remained a fixed event in the life of rural folk. {l) 
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LAUREL DECORATION 

The custom of laurel rope decorations at Christmas is be

lieved to have had its inception in Eastern Sussex. At thi 

season every town of Dela are i liberally hung with rope of 

this beautit'ul evergreen, th faahioni of which has become 

thriving 1ndust17 in the vicinity of Hollyville. The fa ,era 

gather at the various homes on ,; inter evenings and make laurel 

g~rlands and holly wreaths which they peddle over a wide rea. 

Thousands of feet of rope ar sold at on cent a foot, the pro

fits are substantial as the farmers ork on a co-operative ba is. 

(J) 

Re.f'erence: 

(A) Caroy family, Kimmy Town, L was 

(B) Dr• u. • Hoc .er• charter member Le es Rotary Club. 

(C) Personal kno ledge. 

(D) Georgetown residents, file Journal Every-Evening, ilmington. 

(E) c. c. Marshall, Le es. 

(F) The R v. w. R. Mo bray, retired M.E.pastor, Lewes. 

(G} Personal kno ledge- Lewes and Milton residents. 

(H) Files- Delaware Coast N r, Rehoboth, Del. 

(I} Polk Carey, Lewes - Files Wilmington new papers. 

(J) Farmers around Hollyville, Del. 





Van. H. Conner 
July 10, 1940 

EARLY BASEBALL IN WILMINGTON 

Sports 

The following extract is taken from an article in 

Every Evening, August 17, 1887, headed 

EARLY DAYS OF BASEBALL 

The Infancy of the Game in Wilmington 

**** 
"Previous to 1865, when the then comparatively novel 

game of base-ball was first introduced here by a handful of 

enthusiastic spirits, it had already gained a considerable 

foothold in other sections of the country and even in this 

State, at Delaware City and New Castle, clubs had been formed 

before the famous Diamond State nine saw life in this city in 

1865. 

The Diamond State club which so well upheld Wilmington's 

reputation in the base-ball arena in its day, was formed in 

Wollaston 1 s broker office at the corner of Fifth and Market 

streets in what is now Meyer Meyers' clothing h vse. Enthu

siasm was manifested from the start, although the new organ

ization did not play any games until early the following season. 

Young business men either became active or honorary members. 

Early in May of 1866, the boys donned their uniforms and made 

their initial bow on their old grounds at Delaware avenue and 

Adams street, opposite to the Wilmington and Brandywine cemetery. 

Mrs. Schof 0 eld then kept the famous Cross Keys tavern right on 

the base-ball grounds and Rossiter's Hotel stood on the opposite 

corner on Delaware avenue. They were a happy set of young men 

11, 
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as they appeared in their uniforms and proudly marched through 

the streets to the scene of the battle. 

Their first game can hardly be called a battle as it was 

a heartless, relentless slaughter. The Athletic team of Phil

adelphia had been invited down to play the first game with tpe 

new club and show the youngsters how to play base-ball. The 

Athletics were then the champion team of the country and were 

in the height of their glory. On the nine were such veterans 

as McBride, the most famous pitcher of his day, of whom the 

boys even of a later day told as a tradition that he could 

pitch a ball through an inch board. Then there was Dockney, 

who caught McBride's swift delivery. Wilkins played short 

stop while Berkenstock and the veteran Al Reach and Tom Pratt 

guarded the first, second and third bases respectively. 

Sensenderfer, said to be the greatest fielder of his day and 

Wea Fisler were in the field on this memorable occasion. Reach 

as is well known, is now part owner of the Philadelphia club 

and Wes Fisler, a few years ago, managed the famous Merritt 

team of Camden. The Diamond State nine made its debut with 

Andy Gibney, the best catcher of his day in this section, 

behind the bat, w. L. G. Thomas pitcher, Jesse Chandler short

stop, George Chandler first base, Wm. Bush second base, Chas. 

Tatnall third base, Chas. McCabe left field, Chas. W. Gouert 

centre field and James A. Kelley right field. The home boys 

were resplendent in suits of black and white checkered shirts, 

a pair of their old black pantaloons cut down and with blue 

It 
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stripes sewed down the sides, canvas shoes, a blue belt and 

a blue skull cap with the figure of a diamond on top. The 

youth, beauty and fashion of the town turned out to see the 

"boys" receive their first practical base-ball lesson. Col

onel Fitzgerald of the Philadelphia Item, who was then the 

president of the Athletic club, was the umpire. He was a 

dignified f:lgure as he stood there in his high choker and 

white necktie and high white hat. Everybody was one of the 

qui vive when the game began, but after the opening of the 

game, the home players were mostly on the qui vive in hunt-

ing the leather. It took but a short time for the veterans 

to dispose of their novice opponents but the way in which 

the Diamond State fielders were required to chase the ball 

made their hearts sick and their legs weary. Home runs over 

the fence were the rule rather than the exception. Hit fol

lowed hit in rapid succession, a few singles, more doubles and 

a olentiful aupoly of three baggers. One of the Diamond State 

fielders says that he got so tired jumping over the fence after 

the balls that he remained outside of the fence. It seemed im

possible to retire the heavy batters of the opposing team and 

they were only put out when it pleased them • •••••••• 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Seeing that the home club would probably be whitewashed, McBride 

began to let up in his pitching. One of the home players hit 

a ball. He ran wildly for first which he reached amid the 
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. 
huzzas of the crowd. The Athletic fielder had purposely 

thrown wide. The base-runner reached second, third and 

t h en home by a similar lot of deliberate errors. The crowd, 

however, only saw that a run was scored and went wild with 

delight. This memorable game, which proved a delight at that 

time, but which would now prove to be an intolerable bore, 

finally ended by the grace of the Athletics, in the small 

score of 104 to 1. 

That ended the ball playing, but the festivities were 

not yet over. It was a gala day. The visitors were escorted 

by their defeated hosts to the old Indian Queen Hotel, which 

occupied the site of the present Clayton House, where they 

were royally entertained at a banquet. Good feeling prevailed 

and all voted the first base-ball game a big success. Speeches 

were made by the late Samuel Harrington, then president of the 

Diamond State club, Benjamin Nields, Esq., Anthony Higgins, Esq., 

Levi Bird, Esq., Cooper, Esq., all of whom took a keen 

interest in the sport and some of them afterward became good 

players themselves. 

This was not a good beginning, but the boys were not 

discouraged. They buckled down to hard work and by dint of 

practice soon became proficient. Their bases were soon after

wards well guarded by George Chandler, Daniel w. Taylor and 

Charlie ----· Charles M. Tatnall played short and Charles 

McCabe, Jesse Chandler and William Bush were in the outfield. 

They soon showed of what stuff they were made. The Lenapis 
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of New Castle and the Atlas club of Delaware City, both ••• 

organizations, were then the ••• clubs in the State, but the 

••• club challenged them to a series of games to decide the 

championship of ••• Lenapis were their first ••• 

At that time the New Castle ••• prided themselves on a team 

••• they might feel proud, •••• (Among the players were 

Brovm, Paynter, W. Paddock, Driver, and Warner. The crowd 

numbered over 1,000; local team defeated by ten runs. The 

second game resulted in a victory by Diamond State in 35 to 

32. Many ladies were included in the spectators. A banquet 

was staged after the game. A press comment on the contest 

was as follows: "Before concluding this account we must ex

press our gratification at finding so large a number of citi

zens present to witness the match. Fully a thousand persons 

were on the ground and the ladies (God bless themt) were not 

much in the minority. The enthusiasm displayed, as either 

club made a good play must have been very gratifying to the 

contestants. We wind up our remarks with the hope that base

ball may long flourish in Delaware, and that the ladies will 

ever continue to brighten the field with their charming faces. 

Wilmington is peculiarly fortunate in having so many handsome 

ladies. Perhaps to their smiles may be laid the victory on 

Saturday.u The third game was won by Diamond State 30 to 7. 

Charles Gouert played centre field for the Diamond State. 

The strong Atlas team of Delaware City included among its 

players three Reybolds, two prices, Alexander pitcher, 
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and John C. Higgins, brother of Anthony Higgins, who olayed 

right i'ield. "Fergy11 Malone who afterwards became the great

est pitcher of his day was once a member of the Diamond State 

team. He never lost a game while he pitched here. The play

ers paid their expenses out of their own pockets. Malone got 

no salary rut was assisted in starting a cigar store at Seventh 

and King streets, afterwards on Market street, which was lib

erally patronized and became the headquarters for base-ball 

news. At this time Malone had only tra small part of the 

science and reputation that he afterwards attained but 

it was here that his fame rose and it was here that the 

Athletics found him. He was the trump card of the home team." 

The Diamond State team defeated the Atlas club 32 to 15.) 

Having won the championship of the State, the Diamond 

State was not allowed to hold the title in peace. A new an

tagonist as formidable as any that had yet been met, appear

ed above the horizon in the fonn of the Wawaset club. This 

was a local organization and the fame of those contests is 

still handed down as traditions to the rising generation. 

Thousands of people went to witness the games between these 

clubs and the people of this city were divided into factions, 

each of whom petted its favovite team. Business men closed 

their places of business and placed in their windows placards 

such as these: "Gone to the base-ball match. Will return at 

4 o'clock." It must be remembered that the games then began 

soon after noon and lasted from three to four hours. The 

ladies were as interested as the men and were also as active 
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in taking sides. The fashion of the town attended the games. 

The Wawasets had established their grounds opposite to where 

the middle depot now stands and their team contained such 

players as Captain William Blizzard, J. N. Kates, chief 

telegraph operator at the P., w. & B. station, John J. 

Gallagher, the well-known and popular Ninth ward druggist, 

Jerman J. McMullen, the P., W. & B. baggage-master, 11 Tom11 

Hawkins, a brother of the ex-chief-of-police. "Bony" Litzen

berg, "Tony" Windle, still a familar character of this city, 

John Bateman and Thomas Donnelly, both dead, Al Albertson, a 

fine pitcher from Camden, N. J., and Messrs. Garrett, Simmons, 

Wright and Wilson, who were members of the original team. 

The games between these two clubs began in May, 1866, and 

continued throughout the following season. In their first at

tempt to defeat the local champions the Wawasets were defeated 

by the score of 24 to 6. Victory perched on one banner and 

then the other, but in most of their set contests the Diamond 

State generally showed a superiority. During the first sea

son Malone proved the stumbling-block to the success of the 

Wawasets, but with any other pitcher it was a nip and tuck 

contest. 

A few of the games won by the Diamond State during that 

season were with the Chester whom they defeated 40 to 29, 

Brandywine of West Chaster 38 to 21, 39 to 22, Excelsior of 

Milford 46 to 15, 26 to 24, Germanto,ms of Philadelphia 27 to 

20, 70 to 17, 65 to 41, Lafayette of Wilmington 25 to 10, 32 
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· to 7, Wawaset 40 to 29. They were also beaten by the Wa

waset when Albertson pitched by a score of 36 to 26, and 

the Brandywines once knocked them out of the tune of 71 to 

43 with Bush in the box for the home team. 

The Wawaset team was only second to the local champions, 

but with most other competitors of their own calibre, they 

were more than a match. Among some of their victories were 

the following: Dirigo of Camden, 42 to 40, 6 to 4, Mosacsa 

of Salem, N. J., 28 to 20, 37 tol.O, Chesapeake City, 42 to 

21, Pacifies o~ this city, 36 to 3, Atlas of Delaware City, 

32 to 21, Academics of Middletown, 24 to 19, Brandywines of 

West Chester, 20 to 19, Newarks, 55 to 23, 40 to 14, Leather 

Hunters, 43 to 20. They played a tie game with the Atlas, 

and lost games to the Brandywines by 46 to 45, to the Geary 

club of Philadelphia, which had Myerle for pitcher and 11Du.g 11 

Allison and his brother on the team, by a score of 52 to 9. 

They also lost to the Quaker City club, a professional team, 

by 62 to 9, but their opponents were among the best players 

in the country. 

In 1871, when the Wawaset had changed its original char

acter completely and included players such as Harry Sherwin 

pitcher, Cleaver catcher, Lew Cross, G. Reybold, Sam Rogers, 

Windle, Smith and Taylor, they played a Baltimore club called 

the Pastimes, a sort of semi-professional team, whose pitcher 

was none other than the famous "Bobby" Matthews, the veteran 

twirler of the present Athletics. "Bobby" was then a novice, 
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comparatively, but he has ever since been in the base-ball 

arena. His effectiveness at that time landed his club the 

winner by a score of 26 to 7. The curving of pitched balls 

had then begun, and none developed this science more rapidly 

and became more proficient than he. Small in body and scarcely 

tipping the beam at 100 pounds, this indefatigable little pit

cher has since held his own among the greatest pitchers in the 

country by clear headwork and not brute strength, although his 

star is now on the wane and the little twirler will soon be 

relegated to a back seat in the base-ball world, or be requir

ed to eke out his living in a more conventional calling. 

When base-ball was first introduced here the rules and 

regulations were of the crudest character, although experience 

soon tau ght them to hew off the rough edges and gradually the 

science of the game developed until the present stage was 

reached, with the cast iron, tyrannical rules. In those days 

of primitive base-ball the laws for the government of the game 

were fewer and less strict than today. They played with a live 

ball made of India rubber and yarn covered with leather, which 

accounts for the big scores. They could use bats of any length, 

to suit the batter. The ball had to be pitched fairly and not 

jerked, conseque:itly it did not acquire much speed. 

A pitch, in those days, was made with the arm straight 

and swinging perpendicularly and free from the body. If the 

pitcher's arm touched his person when the arm was swung for

ward, it was considered a jerk and if the arm was bent at the 
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elbow at an angle from the body or horizontally from the 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Jerking was afterward allowed and then a throw from below 

the knees. Gradually the arm arose until it was only re

quired that the ball be delivered from below the waist. As 

the restrictions were removed and just as often as the arm 

was allowed to rise higher and higher, the pitcher's effec

tiveness increased. Then followed the pitching which re

quired the twirler to deliver the ball from below the shoul

der, until finally all such restrictions were removed and he 

delivered it as he pleased. This last-named stage, however, 

brought on another difficulty in that the pitcher became so 

effective that the game promised to become uninteresting on 

account of the light batting. This has been remedied this 

year by giving the batter more freedom and privileges. 

After two years of unalloyed excitement and fun, base

ball began to wane here in popular favor and also among the 

players. A spirit of professionalism began to creep in and 

occasional quarrels arose c eating dissatisfaction, so that 

the leading clubs gradually dwindled away and the interest 

was not revived until 1872. Then both the Diamond States 

and Wawasets reorganized. In the meantime, base-ball had 

advanced and the reorganized teams were as much superior 

to the original clubs as.the Quicksteps afterwards became 

superior to the reorganized teams. During 1872, the re

organized Diamond State presented the following formidable 
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· team: J. Paul Brown, catcher; Jam.es A. Kelley, pitcher; 

E. L. Rice, Jr., short-stop; Charles Wilkins, lb.; Frank 

Mcclary, 2b.; William Bush, 3b.; Eldon Hagany, lf.; Til

ghman Johnston, cf.; Winfield Quigley, and sometimes J. 

Ernest Smith, rf. The Wawaset club was equally as strong 

a . nine, the composition of which was as follows: Cleaver, 

cather; Harry Sherwin, pitcher; Charles Gouert, short-stop; 

Sam Rogers, lb.; G. Reybold, 2b.; Charlie Smith, 3b.; Cass, 

lf.; E. Reybold, cf.; Tony Windle, rf. These teams were 

evenly matched and each won a series fran the other during 

the season. Like the original club of the same name, the 

Diamond State had a succession of victories during the 

season, winning 32 out of 37 games played, two of the five 

games lost being won by the Wawaset, two by the Quickstep, 

which had then sprung into existence and one by the German

town club of Phila~elphia. The famous battle ground of the 

base-ball teams has by this time, been transferred to McDow

ellville erounds. 

Both of these famous teams finally disbanded in 1873, 

and the pride of the rising generation of base-ball enthusi

asts, the Quicksteps, held undisputed sway for about five 

years. This famous club was organized in the meadows about 

the city by a crowd of young men who took as naturally to ball 

playing as a duck does to water. Barefooted, they used to 

chase the leather in the suburbs but their constant practice 

made them proficient and they soon held undisputed sway in the 



-12- Sports 

local base-ball arena. This club within a short time after 

its foundation, became the strongest base-ball club which 

had yet represented Wilmington and the fame of its pitcher 

Frank B., better known as "Flip11 Lafferty, will last as long 

as the history of the game in this city. 

The original team was composed of "Monk" Austin, c.; 

11 Flip 11 Lafferty, p.; Michael Clinch, ss.; Frank Stock, lb.; 

Abe Geary, 2b.; Wheeler, 3b.; Tony Splain, lf.; John Brady, 

cf.; James Stidham, rf. Austin soon gave way to Al Hindle 

on the nine, and with Lafferty and Hindle as a battery this 

club won many a famous victory . (The Quicksteps played many 

teams, amon them the Athletic and other Ph ladelphia and 

Pennsylvania teams. Their chief rival was the famous Active 

team of Reading, Pennsylvania. The Quicksteps were invaria

bly successful except over the Actives. With Lafferty in 

the box the club never suffered a defeat at the hands of a 

local club. Their battles with the Actives were successively 

victories and defeats. 

The Quicksteps remained in existence until 1877, grad

ually shifting from amateurs to semi-professionals. Lafferty 

afterwards played on other outside teams but eventually retur

ned to Wilmington to live. 11 ) 

* * -ic- * 

Note: The newspaper from which the above was copied was in 

a very dilapidated condition which accounts for the numerous 

omissions and brief summaries. Undoubtedly this paper is in 

(3 
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·the Every Evening files in the Journal-Every Evening building, 

should additional information be required. The article seems 

to indicate that the Quicksteps quit in 1877, but this should 

be verified because the broken parts of the newspaper from 

which this was copied may have indicated that it lasted longer. 

I 





Goe on 

James • len, 

T 0 CITY OF ILn?GTO 

The city of 1 n to has a ayo ounc11 form ot government, 

under a charter anted b7 a special Ac or Leg1alature. in 18321 

which superceded an arl1er boI'OUBh charter granted m 1'139. The 

title of t e ove:t"lll1l nt is "' e ' or and council of' tho C1ty of 

n ton." 

The yor 1s the chief executive otticer of the city and re-

ceivea a ary or 4,ooo. ne is elected by the plurality vote 

oft e qualified electors of the city tor a term of two yearsJ 

✓ there are no/ a • l its a to the number ot te s a person 

y be elected to th of't1ce of ayor. The duties or the yor are 

lnrg ly dviaory. He signs all ordinances and contracts de by 

the Counc11J aa o stodJ of the so 1 or the corporation, nd tho 

power ot atf1x1 

and sits on t e 

it to doc-wnents . He 1a a ember of the Zoni 

sees nt ard 1n case of tax appeals . lie as 

ard, 

aut r1ty to ppo1nt t • City Auditor, the two ibers or e 

of sea nt, the C1t7 olicitor, the bers of the Board of 

1as1on, the dlrec or f the partment ot Public Safety, t 

e ib rs oft e 

, ard of Health. 

ard of ter Commissioner, and the embers of the 

The appointments are confi ed 7 the Council . 

aide from t e respons1b111ty for the ontorcer.ent of the l and 

ordinances on the tatute oo •J he is conservator of the aceJ 

has po r to • inquiries d 1nveet1gat1ons 1nto any matter 

perta1n1n to the municipal overnmentJ authority to take acknowl •• 

ante ot de daJ d to solemnize r1 ••• 
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'lb Council is composed ot a President of the Council and 

tw lv counoi n. es1dent of thi council 1a el oted at 1ar e 

for to of two ye s. He oea not have any vote, unlea he 

surr nders r d aits a a oounoilman, In case ot absence 

o nabil!ty ot 7or, the e1dent ot the C oil 1 ompoweNd 

to o'i-i c 1~,:;;-or ~,.u:-_ng such baence or d1aab111t7• 

e mez110e:r of t e counc!l a.re el cted tor t years. nt a 

aala.rJ ot 750 1 ten 1 co•terminou.a with that of the 

/3 

e counc1 an s 1 ch ot tho twelve wards ot the city. 

council are to ake Ol'dinancea tor 

tb governing of the c1t7J to rrow money for the use ot the cityJ 

to choose o tin city oft1olala 1nclud the City Cl rk and BailiftJ 

d to cont1nn the point te of the or• 1de :trom the above 

or 1n c ae ot ab,eno or 1nab111 t,- of both t yor am the 

s1 ent of Council. It has nthor1t7 to h.apeach ottioera of 

the ciey• 1nclud the Mayor. ontracts of the various depu-t-

nt t v by the Counc11. 

The principal. .xecut1ve otficertJ ot tho c1t7 are the City 

Tre urer. the C1ty :ud.1tor, City ol1o1tor• two Rece1vera of 

es, one ror th northern tr1ct, end one tor the outham dis• 

triot of the clt7. and of ase 8ltlGnt. 

Th& Cit7 o11c1tor 1s e le al advisor to 1th depar enta 

or t e city~ ie• ftiolo ott1cer 1n the 

c!pal Court. bject to the right ot the ttomey eral to pro-

secute any per on. • • authOrlty to ppo1nt two a•a1atants. 

4I'h c1t7 Tre surer, who is el ,ted tor tel'm ot two years, 

lde tram hav1n custody ot the eneral .f'Unds oft e c1tJ'• is also the 
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the custodian of the Police Pension Fund• and the tunda ot the Board 

ot 

The ard ot sseaament. composed of' two members appointed by 

the ay fo:r tel'lll ot f'our yea.rs• d votes lta ent1re t to 

aaeaa t of' property 1th1n the city for the purpose ot tu le~s. 

en the aasea nta ot t properties h :ve b en complet.i it 

publishes 1ta aases8l nts• and aggrieved ersona have the right of 

8.J)Peal f'rom of the a:rde 

By the rov1 ions ot th c1't7 chal-ter, t e tunct1ons ot the 

o( 

dm1n1 tration and ccounta 111t,' ot the o ty a e as1oall7 depnrtmental. 

Th re 1s no civil service 1n 11ml ton tor municipal positions. 

Th public servants are either elected or appointed by th yor, 

x.oe ti • ombers or the ard of cation and the Board of 

Park c_. .... us1onera who e pointed by the Aaaoo1ate J'Ude;e ot the 

Superior Court r sident 1n ew Castle County. 

The Depar 

and Fire Dep 

nt of Public Sat'etJ', oom:pr1a1ng both the Police 

enta, • ere ted by an At of the Legislature on 

7 1611921. The dep rt ent is und r the control of three directors 

ppo1nted by tho 70r• with the pp oval of the Counc111 for a 

term ot s year•• terms do not all end at the same time the 

term or on of he directors expiring very two years. The di.rec-

tors appoint the up r1ntendent ot PUbl1c s tety and other 

otficer and loyees ot the o11oe and re Depart enta. The 

superint ndent !s the rank1 otf1cd of the D partr.ient ot PUbl1o 

Safety, with the Fire Cb1et and Chiet ~ olice as the heads of 

their respec+:1ve depar ents. 1de hom the duty of eppo1nt1ng 

ottic ra or the everal depar nta. the director• have autll0l'1ty 
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to conduct 1nveat1gat1onsJ make contract tor the purchase ot equ1P

entJ and auepend or remove any officer or employee 1n the department. 

The e1 t hour day for policemen was inaugurated in 1920• am 

the th.re platoon system of motorized police was put 1nto ef'Eeot 1n 

1921. By th1e system lm.1ngton 1 4t ~4e4 into d1atr1cta 

thoroughly patrolled by llcemen 1n automobil a and motoztc,-olea. 

A tectiv au waa created 1n 1914 with one sergeant and 

to detectives. The Bureau haa been 1t?~~e.rfld until today it con• 

e1ata of one lieutenant, on sergeant, twelve detectives, one 

stenographer, one t1nge:r-pr1nt e ert, done photogx-apher. It 

haa the latest equipment tor use in appNhending orlm1nalts. The 

Balli stic BUNau h equ pmont to identify bullets t1Nd from guna 

held 1n evidence. It has the mo~s ct bringing out filed numbers 

on guns or automobiles or other markings on metal. Here an 

~ccr.~..:.t.~ record ot ev ryone who has p saed the ortals ot an7 police 

precinct in the cit7 as a prisoner are kept. Fingerprints, photo-

aphs and other inf'orm tion concemtns criminals wanted 1n other 

cities are tiled and claae1t1ed so that information concerning any 

suspect can be quickl7 obtained.• 

The Gamewell police reporting nnd tire alarm a7stam 1e used 

and permits all on duty to eep constantly 1n touch w1 th the 

station house. short wave r$41o 97st # by which contact can be 

made with all ~eing patrol care .tram the central station• baa 

been installed recent17. 

The n.tpartment maintains a complete workshop 1n which all its 
. 

equipment s ept 1n repair. All automobiles and motorc7clea are 

overhauled and maintained in runn1ns order 'bJ' police mechanics. Other 

work of various kinda is also performed 1n this a.hop. 
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M d , he y, ounda to ng art of the sol ool 
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d ent has 1 o £ore ot en cont tly o loy don its 868 

o p y t s d lso it own police otf cars £or a1ntaini 

ord r in th par n pl ygrounda. 
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July 22, 1940 
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Special 

THEOBALD WOIFE TONE LANDS I WI MINGTON (1795) 

Extracts from Life of Theobald Wolfe Tone, 2 Vols., wr tten by 
himse f and continued by fs son, Jilliam Theobald 
Wolfe Tone, who edited the two volumes. 

Vol. I, n ge 128: 

"On the 13th June, we embarked on board the Ci c:tnnatus, 

of Wilmington, Cant. James Robinson, and I flatter myself we 

c rried with us the regret of all who knew us. Even some of 

I 

my former friends, who had long since deserted me, returned on 

this reverse of my fortune, struck, I believe, with the steadiness 

with vh ich we all looked it into the face. our friends in 

Belfast loaded us with presents on our departure, and filled our 

little cabin with sea stores, fresh orovisions, sweet-meats, and 

every thins they could devise for the comfort of my wife and 

children. Never, whilst I live, will I forget the affectionate 

kindness of their behavior. Before my departure, I explained to 

Simms, Neilson, and c. G. Teeling, my intentions with regard to 

my conduct in America, and I had the satisfact1on to find it 

met, in all respects, with their perfect apnrobation; and I now 

loo~ed upon myself as competent to speak fully and with confidence 

for the Catholics, for the Dissenters, and for the defenders of 

Ireland. 

We were now t sea, and at leisure to exam ne our situation. 

I had hired a state room, which was about eight feet by six, in 

which we 'had fitted up three births; my w fe and our younsest 
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little boy occupied one, my sister and my little girl the second, 

nd our eldest boy and myself the third . It was at first 

grievously inconvenient, but necessity and custom by degrees 

reconciled us to our situation; our greatest suffering was 

want of good w ~er, under which we labored the whole passa e, and 

which we found it imposs'ble to 'replace by wine, porter, or 

spirits, of which we had abundance. The captain was tolerably 

c vil, the vessel was stout, and we had good weather almost the 

whole of our voyage. But we were 300 passengers on board of a 

shi of ?30 tons, and of course crowded to a degree not to be 

conceived by those who have not been on board a passenger ship. 

The slaves who are carried from the coast of Africa have much more 

room allowed them than them serable emi rants who pass from 

Ireland to America; for the avarice of the cautains in that trade 

is such, that they th:1.nk they never can load their vessels suf

ficiently, and they trouble their heads in general no more about 

the accommodat'on and stowage of their passengers, than of any other 

lumber aboard. I labored, and with some success, to traduce 

someth ng 1 ke a nolice, and a certain degree, though a very 

imperfect one, of cleanliness among them. Certainly the air of 

the sea must be wonderfully wholesome; for, if the same number 

of wretches of us d been shut up in the same space ashore, with 

so much inconvenience of every kind about us, two thirds of us 

would have d ed in the time of our voyage . As it was, in suite 

of every thing, we were tolerably healthy; we lost but one 

p ssenger, a woman; we had some s ck aboard, and the friendship 

of James Macdonnell, of Belfast, having supplied me with a small 
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medicine chest and written directions, I took on myself the 

office of hysician. I prescribed and administered accordingly, 

and I had the satisfaction to land all my natients safe and 

sound. As we distributed liberally the surplus of our sea 

stores, of which we had great abundance, and especially as we 

gave,from time to time, wine and porter to the sick and aged, 

we soon became very popular aboard, and I am sure there was no 

sacrifice to our ease or convenience, in the power of our noor 

fellow passengers to make, that we might not have commanded. 

Thirty days of our voyage had now passed over without any event, 

save the ordinary ones of seeing now a shoal of porpoises, now 

a shark, now a set of dolphins, the peacocks of the sea, playing 

about, and once or twice a whale. We had, indeed, been brought 

to, when about a week at sea, by the William Pitt, Indiaman, which 

was returning to Europe with about twenty other ships, der 

convoy of four or five men of war; but on examining our papers, 

they suffered us to proceed. At length, about the 20th of July, 

some time after we had cleared the banks of Newfoundland, we were 

stopped by three British frigates, the Thetis, Caot. Lord Cochrane, 

the Huss r, Captain Rose, and the Esperance, Capt. Wood, who 

boarded us, and after treating us with the greatest insolence, 

both officers and sailors, they pressed every one of our hands, 

save one, and near fifty of my unfortunate fellow passengers, who 

were most of them flying to America to avoid the tyranny of a bad 

government at home, and who thus most unexpectedly fell under the 

severest tyranny, one of them at least, which exists. As I was 

in a jacket and trowsers, one of the lieutenants ordered me into 

the boat, as a fit man to serve the king, and it was only the 
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screams of my wife and sister wh ch induced h1m to desist. It 

would have been a pretty termination to my adventures if I had 

been pressed and sent on board a man of war. The insolence of these 

tyrants, as well to myself as to my noor fellow uassengers, in 

whose fate a fellowship in misfortune had interested me, I have 

not since forgotten, and I never will. At length, after detaining 

us two days, durin which they rummaged us at least twenty times, 

they suffered us to proceed. 

On the 30th July, we made Cape Henlopen; the 31st we ran up 

the Delaware, and the 1st of August we landed safe at Wilmington, 

not one of us providentially havinr, been for an hour indisposed 

on the passage, nor even sea sick. Those only who have had their 

wives, their children, and all in short that is dear to them 

floating for seven or eight weeks at the mercy of the winds and 

waves, can conceive the transport I felt at seeing my wife and our 

darling babies ashore once again in health and in safety. We 

set up at the principal tavern, kept by an Irishman, one Captain 

'Byrne O'Flynn, (I think,) for all the taverns in America are 

kept by majors and captains, either of militia or continentals, 

and in a few days we had entirely recruited our strength and spirits, 

and totally forgotten the fatigues of the voyage. 

During our sta, in Wilmington, we formed an acquaintance, which 

was of some service and a great deal of pleasure to us, with a 

general Humpton, an old continental officer. He was an Englishman, 

born in Yorkshire, and had been a major in the 25th regiment, but, 

on the breaking out of the American war, he resigned his commission, 

and offered his services to Congress, who immediately gave him a 



-5- Bulletins 
Special 

re iment, from which he rose by degrees to his present rank. 
, 

He was a beautiful, hale, stout old man, of near seventy, 

perfectly the soldier and the gentleman, and he took a great 

liking to us, as we did to him on our part. On our removal to 

Philadelphia, he found us a lodging with one of his acquaintance, 

and rendered all the little services and attentions that our 

situation as strangers required, which indeed he continued without 

remission, during the whole of my stay in .America, and I doubt 

not equally since my departure. I have a sincere and grateful 

sense of the kindness of this worthy veteran. 

Immediately on my arrival in Philadelphia, which was about 

the 7th or 8th of August, I found out my old friend and brother 

exile, Dr. Reynolds, who seemed, to my very great satisfaction, 

very comfortably settled. From him I learned that Familton Rovan 

had arrived about six weeks before me from France, and that s·ame 

evening we all three met. It was a singular rencontre, and our 

several escapes from an ignominious death seemed little short of 

a miracle. We communicated respectively our several adventures, 

since our last interview, which took place in the gaol of Newgate 

in Dublin, fourteen months before. In Reynolds' adventures there 

was nothing very extraordinary. Rowan had been seized and thrown 

into prison immediately on his landin near Brest, from whence he 

was rescued by the interference of a young man named Sullivan, 

an Irishman,in the service of the Republic, and sent on top is, 

to the Committee of Public Safety, by Prieur de la Marne, the 

Deputy on Mission. On his arrival, he was seized with a most 

dangerous fever, from w· ch he narrowly escaped with his llfP-; 

when he recovered, as well as during his illness, he was maintained 

I 
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by the French Government; he gave in some memorials on the state 

of Ireland, s.nd began, from the reception he met with, to conceive 

some hones of success, but immediately after, came on the famous 

9th Thermidor , the dovmfall of Robespierre, and the dissolutj.on 

of the Cowmittee of Publ c Safety. The total change which this 

produced in the politics of France, and the attention of every 

man being occupied by his own immediate personal safety, were 

the cause that Rowan and his plans were forgotten in the confusion . 

After rema n ng, trerefore, several months, and seeing no likelihood 

of brining matters to any favorable issue, be yielded to the 

solicitude of his family and friends, s.nd embarked at Havre for 

Few York, where he arrived about the middle of June, 1795, s.fter 

a tedious passage of eleven weeks. 

Tone established himself at Princeton, Etfter moving from 

Wilmington "first to Westchester, s.nd then to Downingstown, both 

in the state of Pennsylvania., about thirty miles from Philadelphia." 

The reason why Tone moved to Princeton was that the expense of 

livjng in Philadelphia was too great for him. He hired a small 

house in Princeton for the winter, having agreed to buy a farm 

of 180 acres within tvro miles of the town. Before the deal went 

through, however., Tone received letters from "Keogh, Russell, 

and the two Simms's •••• 11 They urged him to go to France, and 

Tone decjded to do so, after consultation with his wife and 

sjster. 
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"Mys ster joined her in those intreaties, and t may well 

be supposed I required no great sunolication to induce me to make 

one more attempt in a. cause to which I had been so long devoted. 

I set off, accordingly, the next morning (it being this time about 

the end of November) for Pb ladelphia, and went, :immediately on 

my arr val, to Adet, to whom I showed the letters I had just re

ceived, and I referred him to Rowan, who was then in town, for 

the character of the writers. I had the satisfaction, contrary 

to my expectations, to fjnd Adet as willing to forward and assist 

my design now, as he seemed, to me at least, lukewarm, when I 

saw him before, in Aue;ust. He told me, immediately, that be would 

give me letters to the French Government, recommending me in the 

strongest manner, and, also, money to bear my expenses, if 

necessary. I thanked him most sincerely for the letters, but I 

declined accepting any pecuniary assistance. Ba.vine thus far 

surmounted my diffjculties, I wrote for my brother Arthur, who 

was at Prine ton, to come to me immed:iately, and I fitted him 

out with all expedition for sea. Having entrusted him with my 

determinat·on of saili g for France in the first vessel, I ordered 

him to communicate this, immediately on h s arr:ival in Ireland, 

to Neilson, Simms, and Russell, in Belfast, and to Yeogh and 

FPCormick only, in Dublin. To every one else, including, especially, 

my father and mother, I desired him to say that I had purchased, 

and was settled uoon my farm, near Princeton. Having fully in

structed him, I put him on boa.rd the Susanna, Capt. Faird, bound for 

Belfast, and, on the 10th of December, 1795, he ss.1led from 

Philadelphia, and, I presume, he arrived safe, but, as yet, I have 
.... 
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had no onportunity of hearing of him. Having despatched him, 

I settled all my affairs as speedily as possible. I drew on 

Simms for ~200 poµnds, agreeable to his letter, El50 sterling of 

which I devoted to my voyage; my friend Reynolds procured me 

Louis d 1 ors at the bank for f.100 sterling worth of silver. I 

converted the remainder of my little property into bank stock, 

and hav:i.ng signed a general power of attorney to my wife, I 

wa:tted finally on Adet, who gave me a letter in cynher, directed 

to the Comite de Salut public, the only credential. which I 

intended to bring with me to France. I spent one day in Phila

delphia with Reynolds, Rowan, and my old friend and fellow-

s fferer James Napper Tandy, who, after a long concealment and 

many adventures, was recently arrived from Hamburgb, and, at 

length, on the 13th December., at night, I arrived at Pr:i.nceton., 

whither Rowan accompanied me, bring:i.ng with me a few presents for 

my wife, s ster, and our dear little babies. That night we supped 

together in high spir:its., and Rowan retiring immediately after, 

my wife, sister, and I, sat together till very late., engaged in 

that kind of animated and enthusiastic conversation which our 

characters, and the nature of the enterprise I was embarked in, 

may be supposed to give rise to . The courage and firmness of 

the women supported me, and them too, beyond my expectations; 

we bad neither tears nor 1 mentations, but, on the contrary, the 

most ardent hope, and the most steady resolut:i.on. At length., at 

four tbe next morning, I embraced them both for the last t me., and 

we parted with a steadiness lich astonished me. On the 16th 

December I arrived in New York, and took my passage on board the 
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.shi Jersey, Capt. George Barons. I remained in New York for 

ten days., during which time I wrote continually to my family, 

and a day or two before my departure I rece:tved a letter from 

my wife informin me that she was with child, a circumstance 

which she bad concealed so far., I am sure, lest it might have had 

some influence on my determination. On the 1st January., 1796., I 

sailed rom Sandy Hook, with nine fellow passengers., all French., 

bound for Havre de Grace. our voyage lasted exactly one month, 

dur:i.ng the most part of which we had heavy blowing weather; five 

times we had such gales of wind as obliged us to lie under a close 

reefed mizen stay-sail; however, our ship was stout. We had 

plenty of provisions., wine, brandy., and., especially., what I 

thought more of, remembering my last voyage., exceJJent water., so 

that I had no reason to complain of my passage. We did not meet 

a single vessel of force, either French or English; we passe 

three or four Americans., bound mostly, l:i.ke ourselves., to France. 

On the 27th we were in soundings, at 85 fathoms; on the 28th we 

made the Lizard, and, at length, on the 1st of February, we 

landed in safety at Havre de Grace, having met with not the smallest 

accident during our voyage. My adventures, from this d te., are 

fully deta led in the Diary, which I have kept regularly since my 

arrival in France. 

Page 69-71 

CONTINUATION 

Of the Life of Theobald Wolfe Tone, by the Editor 

In the preceding abstract., written at Pari, from memory, and 

amidst the most anxious cares, my father brought down the narrative 
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of hj s 15.fe to the middle of July, 1792. From thence, to his 

rr:ival in France, elapsed a space of upwards of three yea.rs. 

I feel it my duty to account and apologize for the scantness of 

my materjals rel t .veto this period, perhaps the most interesting 

of his career. It was during that time that, young and unknown, 

act ng against all the power and influence of a party, secure in the 

long enjoyment of unopposed usurpation and insolent author:ity, he 

roused the energies of h s oppressed countrymen, and rallied the 

mass of the people, so long divided by confljcting interests end 

relj io s animosities, to assert their national independence. 

From the moment he engaged in this cause, he made it a 

rule to consign in a diary, destined for the sole perusal of his 

most intimate friends and family, the passing events of the times, 

his comments upon them, and his own thoughts and actions. Of this 

spirited and ljvely journal, we yet possess, and now publish, (Vol.II. 

the e.rt wbich begins a.t h:ts arrival in France, and extends to 

the date of the last expedition where he perished. But, on his 

departDre from .Amerjca, he left in my mother's hands that which 

contained the diary of his efforts in Ireland, whilst forming 

the society of the United Irishmen, and acting as Agent and 

Secretary to the Cat olic sub-cornri1ttee. The experience of our former 

journey had proved what 1 ttle respect was then paid by the 

British cruizers to the neutr 1 .American flag, and o unsafe it 

would ve b en to h ve carr:t.ed such papers along with him. 

When, at the close of the year 1796, my mother sa5led from 

.Amer:ica to join him, the same reasons still ex sted. As he had 

left with Dr. Reynolds, of Philadel hi, an old fr·end and 

associate n his ol tical career, an unlimited power of attorney 
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to protect his family and n·anage their affairs n his absence, 

she trusted to :bis charge all our l:tttle property in America . ., 

amounting to some hundreds of pounds sterling, a select library 

of six hundred volumes, and, above all, my father's papers, 

essays, and manuscripts, including those journals, and enclosed 

in a strong corded and sealed trunk, of which she kept the key. 

I am pained to add, that this sacred trust, this pledge of con

fidence and of friendship, he violated by an unpardonable negljgence. 

Neither during my father's life, nor after his death, could our 

repeated demands, nor our letters and messages, by the most 

respectable and confidential friends who went to America, procure 

any answer. At length, in the year 1807, when the ste.te of my 

health compelled us to undertake a sea voyage, and we crune to 

Philadelphia, we called the unfortunate man to an account: but 

he could give none; and, reduced by repeated and severe illness, 

was then tottering on the verge of life. What could we do? 

Serious as the sacrjfice was, in our circumstances, we offered 

him a full release for the remainder of the property, if he could 

only put us n the way of recovering the papers. But it was all in 

vain, for he had them not; he begged me to search his house, and I 

found the trunk broken o en, and empty. With a great deal of 

difficulty I recovered some fragments dispersed n different hands, 

and now published. But his journals of the most important and 

interesting years, of 1793, 1794, and 1796, were irrecoverably gone. 

The manuscripts of the numerous pamphlets and essays, which my father 

composed at that time - a great number of which were anonymous, 

and often ascribed to other hands - as well as the materials of a 

philosoph cal and political history of Ireland, which he was then 
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compiling, and had already begun to wrj_te, were also lost. 

Dr. Reynolds died within a fev1 weeks, and we were obliged to 

give up all hopes of discovering them. 

By this loss, inappreciable to our feelings, we are de

prived of the means of tracing accurately my father's career 

during those three eventful yea:rs, in which he was constantly 

employed in supporting the spirit of union and independence in 

his country, and performing, as agent to the Catholic Comm ttees, 

those services which, by their parting vote of thanks, they de

cJared 0 no gr t tude could overrate, and no remuneration overpay. 11 

As it is not my purpose to write a history of Ireland, nor a 

political dissertation on the state of that country under its 

former, and never to be for otten, nor forgiven, government, I 

will merely indicate, from my mother's recollections, and from the 

scanty materjals which we have recovered, a few of those prominent 

events in which he was then engaged, and which may elucidate some 

passages in his subsequent memoirs. 
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TOBACCO IN DELAWARE 

1630-1680 

:Agridultuie 

The sailors who traveled across the ocean with Columbus 

noted the inhabitants of the West Indies were using a leaf 

or herb to perfume their bodies. Later they found the Indians 

growing this herb; when the explorers returned to Spain, they 

described the Indians' habit of chewing, smoking, and snuf'fing 

of it in a dried state. This leaf was called by the Euro-

peans "tobacco," because a peculiar instrument used for inhal

ing its smoke was called "tabaco" 'by the inhabitants of San 

Domingo, who employed it primarily for religious rituals. 

To the Indians of what is now the Eastern Coast of the 

United States, this herb had many sacred characteristics. It 

was used on solemn occasions only, in ceremonies to ward off 

disease, distress, allay fear, and to bring good fortune. The 

ritual consisted of an impressive march or footrace among the 

young men; the planting of seed, and the building of a ledge of 

green branches around the seed bed; a visit to a sweathouse, fol

lowed by a bath and a solemn smoke; ending at last with a feast 

among the participants in the divine service. 

In Virginia, tobacco leaves were arranged in a circle from 

whose center adorations were offered by eccentric dancing,clapping 

of the hands, and gestures of the participant's body. When a 

drought, tempest, or blowing of a storm and wind occurred, the 

Indians would crush the leaves into powder and then sow it toward 
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the sky to appease the spirits. Tobacco was also thrown into 

the air as an offering of reward to the gods for an escape 

from some unforseen danger or when Indians returned from some 

successful war or hunting expedition. 

The cultivation of tobacco for commercial purposes started 

at Jamestown, Virginia, when John Rolfe brought seed from the 

West Indies in 1612. This herb not only became the staple crop 

of the colony but also the principal currency which the settlers 

traded and bartered for other products of the farm or manufac

ture. It is recorded that by 1615 the gardens, fields, and even 

the streets of little towns were planted with seed, and the grown 

tobacco leaves exported to the old country, especially England. 

Tobacco was first taken to Maryland at Kent Island, opposite 

the City of Baltimore, in the Chesapeake Bay, in 1631 from the 

Virginia colony down the lower part of the bay, while Delaware 

received its first shipment of tobacco seed when the Swedes 

settled on the Delaware River to colonize New Sweden in 1638. 

The use of tobacco increaaed largely in Europe from 1637 

until past 1650, and it became a very profitable business to 

grow and export it from Virginia, New Sweden, and Maryland to 

the Old World. The tobacco habit gradually made its way into 

Sweden, evidently indulged in by sailors and laborers who had 

served in the Colonies, while soldiers who had fought in the 

Thirty Years' War helped to spread its use during their travels 

from one place to another on the Continent. 

Pamphlets and books presenting the virtues of the herb 

were circulated in most of the European nations, and when in 

1633 a discussion was published on the medical properties of 
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the herb in Sweden,. the Swedes wished to use and enjoy to

bacco in its many forms. They imported some from the West 

Indies, Holland, the Virginia Colony, and their own of New 

Sweden. In turn it was sold through druggists, factors, and 

tradesmen in the kingdom without any civil or governmental 

regulations. 

When David Pietersen De Vries discovered the small colony 

of Dutch settlers established at Zwaanendael (Lewes) had been 

wiped out by the Indians, he made inquiries of Indians along 

the South (Delaware) River as to why the settlement had been 

attacked. He learned that an Indian chieftain had innocently 

removed a piece of tin, bearing the coat-of-arms of Holland, 

from a pillar erected to memorialize the taking of possession 

in the name of the Dutch. The settlers insisted on punishing 

the Indian, and this led to the attack on the settlement. When 

de Vries inquired "the reason why they had killed our people," 

and he was told that a chief wanted to take the piece of tin 

upon which was figured the emblem of the United Provinces and 

make of it "Tobacco Pipes." 

The groundwork had therefore been prepared, a market 

created, and a place ready when a Swedish Company began trad

ing in the herb and sent the first cargo of 11,878 pounds 

from New Sweden (Delaware) on the ship Kalmar Nyckel in 1640. 

Peter Minuit, the first Governor of New Sweden, encouraged 

the planting of tobacco seed. While the Swedes were willing 

to make money by the sale of tobacco, a promoter of the New 

Sweden Company, William Usselinx, held very decided views con

cerning the American herb. He wrote: 
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"Tobacco is only a filthiness which gives 
no other use than it distrubs the brain and 
increases drunkenness, yet more money is 
spent for it than for all the spices brought 
from the East Indies." 

On January 12, 1641, a charter was granted the New Sweden 

Company with sole rights to import and export or distribute to

bacco in Sweden and its dependencies. 

By 1643 the use of tobacco had become so popular and pro

fitable that smuggling had become a very gainful occupation, 

and tobacco in large quantities was secretly brought in from 

overseas and by land without the New Sweden Company receiving 

any benefit from its distribution. It was supplied to the 

merchants in such amounts that the company could not find buyers 

for stock on hand in their warehouses. This finally resulted 

in the government refusing to renew their charter in 1649, and 

free transportation and sale was ordered to anyone who paid the 

surtax or wished to deal in the herb. 

In New Sweden, the variety of tobacco planted depended 

upon soil, climate, and market demands. By 1644, a second ship 

the Fama, was dispatched back to Sweden with a cargo of 20,467 

pounds of tobacco for the company, besides· 7,200 pounds sent 

over by the governor for his own account. During the same year, 

two valuable cargoes were transported by the Swedes in the ships 

Fama and Kalmar Nyckel destined to Sweden, but were compelled 

to put into Holland where duties were claimed by the Dutch West 

Indies Company under their charter as sovereigns of the country 

from which the vessels came. A long correspondence ensued be

tween the representatives of Sweden and Holland, and then the 

cargoes were finally liberated on payment of the regular import 
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duties. Some idea of the value of the tobacco trade might 

be formed from the fact that these ships had 70,421 pounds 

of tobacco aboard, most of which was grown in Virginia, and 

was bartered off to the colony of New Sweden for much needed 

supplies. 

The Colony was greatly reinforced in October 1646 by the 

arrival of the ship Golden Shark with settlers, and goods for 

barter with the Indians, and when the ship returned to the old 

country, its freight consisted of 24,177 pounds of tobacco in 

101 casks, of which 6 1 920 pounds were harvested in Delaware 

(New Sweden) and the balance in the Virginia Colony. 

In the Instruction to Johan Printz, Governor of New Sweden 

appointed by the Swedish Queen Christina on August 16, 1642, 

the followine chapter is found: 

"The Governor may choose his place of 
residence when he finds most convenient. If, 
however, he can protect himself with Fort 
Christina he ought to turn his attention es
pecially to agriculture, sowing enough grain 
for their support. He may attend to the cul
ture of tobacco and allot for it a certain 
number of laborers to increase the quantity 
and that all vessels may bring back a great 
portion of it." 

An ordinance was pas s ed decreeing and assigning ~or the 

state and support of the government of New Sweden, its gar

rison at Fort Christina and others in its employ, 2,000,619 

rix-dollars to be collected each year from excise tax on to

bacco grown in the colony. 

In 1648 it was found that the revenue from the excises 

on the tobacco, according to the decree of 1642, did not or

dinarily produce more than one-half that sum, it was now judged 

proper 

7 
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"to permit and grant that the company of 
the south may for the state of New Sweden 
and support of the government there, re
tain and require the third of the excise of 
the crown upon all confiscated tobacco, and 
also whatever profit the fines imposed for 
the controvention of our prohibition against 
the secret introduction of tobacco into Fin
land and the Kingdom itself.u 

Agriculture 

to 1645 
They e.lso found that the excise on tobacco from 1641/ inclusive 

had been employed for other purposes of the crown. 

For the decade ending about 1656, the cultivation of and 

trade in tobacco developed into one of the chief products of 

the Colony and therefore stood high in the attention g iven its 

development and growth. On November 9, 1656 the cow..munity was 

summoned to the fort to nominate four persons out of whom to 

elect two expert persons as tobacco inspectors, and on December 

12 of the same year, a placard was posted stating that 

"as it is ascertained that this river has be
come renowned for its tobacco and persons are 
daily encouraged to settle within its limits 
if this product is managed as it ought to be, 
and properly cured and packed and all sorts of 
fraud which might be used iB carefully avoided 
and whereas all this cannot well be effected 
except if it examined and inspected before it 
is exported, and faithful persons are required 
for this inspection." 

?veens Andriessen and William Mannts were selected from the 

nomination as inspectors to inspect and examine all the to

bacco before it may be delivered, shipped or exported, and 

give a certificate to the owner. 

An Isaac Allen in 1657 protested to the connnander because 

a quantity of tobacco was seized at New Amstel; a certificate 

of possession, being a true copy, wijs signed by Johan Rising, 

Jr., probably a son of the former governor. 

In 1662, D'Hinoyossa, the Dutch Governor of New Amsterdam, 
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met the English Governor Calvert, of W£ryland, with some 

Indian chiefs of the Colony to make a treaty of peace, and 

during these meetings Calvert made an offer to deliver to 

New Amstel two or three plows and a hogshead of tobacco if 

the Dutch governor would give him Negro slaves in exchange. 

In v1arch 1662, it was proposed that a warehouse be es

tablished in New Amstel to store the tobacco which Calvert was 

to send into New Sweden for barter and trading purposes. 

In June 1677, the court appointed Cornelia Post as viewer 

and packer of tobacco to New Amstel and precincts; his salary 

to be, in case he packs tobacco with the help of another, three 

guilders, and without help, four guilders per hogshead; and for 

reviewing, one guilder if good, and if refused, ten stivers per 

hogshead. 

A notation in the records of the Court of New Castle for 

March 1678 is as follows: 

"Joseph Holding, Thomas Jones, Robert Tal
lant and John Sweet were each fined 200 pounds 
of tobacco by the magistrate for failure to do 
highway work; while William Grant and Daniel 
M:akerty were each fined a similar amount for 
leaving highway work against the overseer's will. 
They could have been fined up to 400 pounds of 
tobacco under New Castle law." 

In the same year, the overseers of the highways were 

made liable to a 1,000 pound tobacco fine if the highways 

were not made clear between ~~rch and December of each year. 

In February 1680, the court at New Castle asked Governor 

Edmund Andross to accept tobacco instead of wheat for quit 

rent offered it at two pence per pound. 

At a court held in Horekil, now Lewes, Delaware, from 

June 7 to 18, 1680, Luke Watson, John Roades, John Kipphaven, 
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William Clark, and Otto Wolgart, magistrates, delivered to 

Governor Andross a survey and recommended the building of 

a new p~ison and court house in the following manner: 

"Honorable Governor: The Commission 
wee have received and in obedeance there-
unto have proceeded & whereas there have heath
erto bene a neglect in geting A prison here; 
for want of which there have bene not long s~nce 
a prisoner for debt, whoe was A stranger made 
his Escape; which may prove damage either to the 
County or Sherife for the preventing of the like: 
for the futter we have ordered a prison stocks 
and wheeping post, forth with to be built., which 
will cost between three or four thousand pounds 
of Tobacco: here is also a grea te want of a Court 
house which will cost five thousand pounds of To
bacco: our request is that thee will be pleased 
to Impower us to make a Tax: to Leavy the same 
on the Inhabitants." 

Johnson, Amandus. 
••• 1638-1664 ••• 
1911. 2 v. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

The Swedish Settlements on the Delaware 
Philadelphia., University of Pennsylvania, 

Enc1clopeedia Britannica. New York, Encyclopaedia Britannica, 
nc. v. 21. 

American Historical Association. Annual Report for Year 1919. 
1: 385-407: "Tobacco. Some Features of Tobacco History." 
By George K. Holmes. 

Scharf, J. Thomas. History of Delaware, 1609-1888. Phila
delphia, L. J. Richards & Co., 1888. 2 v. 

Hazard, Samuel. Annals of Pennsylvania from the Discovery 
of the Delaware, 1609-1682. Philadelphia, hazard & Mitchell, 
1850. 664 p. 

Turner, C.H. B., comp. Some Records of Sussex County, Del. 
Philadelphia, Allen, Lane & Scott, 1909. 387 P• P. 19. 





VE 

DELA lARE BIOGRAP rY 

ST 

COPIES 

RY OF A 

THE 

BIOGRAPHY 

Copie fil din eco dr • of 1 
und r Co p1lat dBi graphy 

phy tile 

Se toll 1ng 11s for inor biograpllie 
and for o p ons till living 

Compl t to Ja ry 1 6 1940 

( 



00 I 

-
0 n ( 8 •l 1) 

') 

, 1 l ) 

-
• 1 

tt. n • (1'7 - 15) 

, 1 0 

, 16) 

, ( r) 1'1 ) 

• (17 •1 ) 

( 7 1 ) 

4 , -
, n ( '7 

0 , n ) 

, r ) 

1 u Q ) 

0 , a n 4) 

, 111 ) 

) 



2-

• I • 

11----------------------------------

on (1'78 18 ) 

0 

nnon, 11 (1 0 18 ) 

• (1782•18 ) 

C ndl· th t ll O •l 4) 

C , 
C (17 ) 

} 

) 

0 ay ) 

# 1 .. 

( ) 

1 ( 

(17'72 1'78) 

Co ( la 11) 

C in 
' 

1d ( 22-1876) 



-
, 
, 1 

• 
nt1 

D 

n , C 

-
• 
• 11 r 

# 

D • ' .,. 

(1822• ) 

(. 2 ) 

( ) 

(l'l - ) 

( 

( 

.. 
-1 26) 

) 

(17 •l ) 

(181'7•1 9) 

(l •l 1) 



• 

Gib o 1 .wuooo 

Gilpin• :c...u,"eu.·u 

-

on 

n I" 



Ver t Copie 

Jo , John 

.J hn , ns Y 

Jone # v1d 

Joki , Ji cob 

rt n 

tin , Willi ypolit 

th• 11 , Sir 

L -
Le I aac 

r1on xter 

D vid 

, Ji 8 

Lord , illiam Paine 

l ce , nci 

(1796- 1876) 

( 791- 5?) 

( 1736-1830) 

(1'768• 1860) 

(1799 1840) 

(1680-1749) 

(1750-1839) 

(1792• 1886) 

(1807- 1887) 

(1857• 1917) 

(1792- 1881) 

(167 17151) 

(1839• 1 ll) 

(162 - 1675) 

"J • "K .. 



• - .. 0 

11 Mc" -

, .111 "v~-~~ l 26) 

1 , ( 77"/ OZ ) 



-
• 

0 - - -

-
( ) 

I 0 

) 

, ) 

I • •• D • ) 

1 • N } 

) 

, ) 

, 11) 



... 

• 
R • -,.._ _______________ , ___________________ _ 

, 
rch1 ld 1 n 

It " -
• • 

11 

y • 

:A: -
... ho. • 

11t ( 

(17 0.- 77) 

(1'7 1•183) 

( 20- 92) 

( 8 l• 007) 

( 5•1 ) 

( 1'7- 1893) 

( ... ..., ....... -
(1822-

7 ) 

) 

) 

2) 

l } 

) 

1-.) 



• 

V n t• 

, 
, 

-

11 , 

-

, 

" -

-
( 7 

-
( 

u - -

78) 

( 1 ) 

n 

(177 ) 

( '71 17'10) 

( 2 1 ) 

( '7•1 ) 



• 

EXTRA BIOGRAPHIES NOT YET ACCEPTED 

BIOGRAPHIES 

Note: Copies to be found in lower drawer of file 

in Typist Room, marked "TOURS." 

'l / 



" 

• 

• 

n l 
; • 

n1 1 

• 

• 
• 

h, r. • D. 

, 0 1' c. 



• 
DEIAWARE BIOGEAFHIES 

UNACCEPTED 

Cann, John Pearce 

caipelle, Georges., Sr. 

Carpenter, Joseph L. Jr. 

Conner, John Christy 

Cook, Rt. Rev . Philip, D.D., S.J.D. 

Cranston, John A. 

Crichton, Alexander F. 

Crozier, Eli 

Cummins, Albert W. 

Curtis, Charles M. 

Davis, Millard F . 

Deakyne, Walter c. 
Deakyne, Herbert, General 

Deakyne, Valter c. 
Dean , William 

Eastburn , Horace G. 

Edison , lilliam L. 

rv_arch 28 1941 / 

"crt - "Du- 11 E 11 



HIRS 

•• D "F" • G 

ennimor , Willi , • D. 

F rr t, or • K., Dr . 

Fo t r, 1111 B. 

oulk, Willi nry 

Fowl , Burton P. 

F 1111, Ola nc 

nt , Ab H., Dr. 

r ton, c. D. 

G Allen 

wt p, Joseph N 11n 

Grant, or n, D. D. 

G en, Percy r n 

Gr1 r, L. , D. D. s. 



• D 

U?UiCCEP D 

my, vin Irving 

ndy, • 
oy 

n o. 
l c. 

He ld, N. 

Hellln , dmund c. 
H pburn, 

H b rt , 1111 

Hill , 111 • 
Hil 

Hu 

ley, John • 

I 8.8.C , R. , 

an P7le 

H" - I 



-D E BIOGRAPiil S 

J nkin , r n d A.. • D. 

Johnson , n y 

John on , ( 0 

nt , • D. 

nne,-, R1chal'd • 

ing, mil ,-

tto us , J. alt r 

ch, J . 

i , .,, • • D • 

Lod , 
l, Dt'. 

Lukens , J . p ul , • D. 

er) 

rt Jf' • K" • " Ltt 



( ) .. 
u • 

) 

1 1 • 

• • • Di 1 

, 





- 7-
.n 

PTED 

d , rcb.1 ld s. 
ynolds , ob t J. ( v rnor) 

U1.e by, 

, 0 X' I. 

Riebara , . harl s dler 

1cba en , John 

n, Al in B. 

Rpbin on, lf'r p 

R bin.son, rt 

rm n ., Sr. 
Ri n., on • 

s 

1, 

chu t, 

hipl Y, 

d1t I r, . D. 

olds . 

a o ell, . D. 

'l'. 

Smith, Linton, • D. 

"Sp r, 

Sp n, • L. .'J\ldg 

s n, ry • 

pe , 1111 c. Dr. 

pruanc , 1111 c. 

tockl y , C r G. Gov rnor 

I (f 

R" 



PTED s -

11 n 

Sp ,, 7t.lli H.,, Dr. 

T -
• Jul ,, ,, . 

, o. 
y-lor • r1 

u 

a ,, ub7 • 



, 
• C 

, 

1 

, 

1 

G 

• 

' 

. , 

• 

... . . . 

m 

• 
L • 
• 

• 

, 

. . . . . . 
. . ' : 

• 

• 
D. 

. . . . . . . . - .. . . . . :- : ... . . . . . .. . . . . .. 
. . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . 

. .. .. . 
. . 

.. . . . 
: ... : .. 

.. . . 
~ ... : . 

. . . . . . . 
. ... . . . . . 

: .. "- . :: . .. . . . . . 

• 

. . ·. : .. . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . ....... .: ... · . : ·. . . . .. 

- z 



Tho fir~t vent'1.lro into t11e or no mp per 

field s th t o:f John O' o, 

o ccu1rcd t e" i ·n ton . 

P 1 el l"..i 1 rryor, 

r 1sor", publish by 

cor..,.o C' co s 1 e s. o of' 11s job prlnt ry o.nd 

ch :ieint.; the n o to the II o :- ng · nld ' ho · sued tho 

fir t n bor n u st 1876, ahd u hold Do:mocr t c doctr eo . 

... ee on"" of' he o·. er 1 i ter , · · s Co. hor. no 

0' yrne, ( • ten in buc n c circ os) ccn°tituted ~- c :firm 

of publi hor ana sinoss ers . The p ner ntartcd 

out a·npiciouoly an tho .. blic 10.s ple sed th the 

bri li t .ncio ve editorio.10 of' to Irish b ristcr-

ed"tor . nf'o tun tcly f'or th 'He .. lcl" t e rcpoi,t o-

cru:i.e current, d s oner CCC tod, th t r . 0' . 110 

• s ,t l · z·ng la.in no mp ptlr ..., oss ble "'tcppi stOl'lO 

to e t n tho nitod tnte onute . It as so.. d th t 

to editor h" .elf ttc th tho had h ch olitical 

tions d h bcliovod th t little Dela are o· 

e nil. yield to io dito bl in ents nnd o per-

non 1 00 · Lrity - cly the ref oction of 

l . s 1 1 ty brillio.nco ood follo JS ip . e soon 

od, o ;ever , el a.re cuspn.por h d ne or 

coat tl e itio of 'out idor" :;i.nto either hou o 

le isl ton, d he furthor d"occrnod -of our 11 tin 

othorn vo s nee - t t ela r1 re h. :J 1.ply ble 

"nnt vc b rns 11 to re ro..,cnt hr n Co resn . 

'!r . o' ':yr o ., ho, ever, etid not yield f' d d t 

is do:fo t until rch 1 o. r nc; t1 ooc four of 



(2) 

ne spapor al.ti iss late 0 1Byr e bee w the ro 1 bond 

of' tho publication but she t n unable to di poao of tho 

ncc1 l t b rden f' debt and tho ""orning Herald" t s 

purch oo by I nc • orson, tho outstanding ne~spaper 

publ· 1er and editor of the c insular country . 

The n orn1ng I Emstt born out of the :7recl·age of' 

the II orning llernld" 1as saucd !arch 1, 1880, by erson 

Conr,d, Henry c. Conrad, a em er of' the Del \1 re b tr 

ovi1 purchaoed half interest in the paper o.nd plllilt . 

It 1 a a pro essivo Republico.n or an in ulno t 

oolidly cmocro.t c tute - o.t tiJ.o.t period - and e ly en

countered tho c eriencos that had beset its pre cces ... or 

o.nd t the end of four ontho Ir . crson old his interests 

in the uno. sn to Issue R. Ponnypa.clrnr, Phl.ladeln is. ·our-

naliot rhose nii t · ngo on the old "Phil dol :r i Prces" had 

ntt•')acted r.ru.ch ntte:t tion in Republican c:i.rclos . 

r . erson ubsequently re~ovod to Connecticut 

1d est blished d ily nc~spnper ob print1 plant . 

It lrou t him n tif i1 ly large ncomo . 

tor t 10 ye editorship of the "Ne'7s" r . 

Conrnd decided to 1--cturn to the pr ctico of' l , d scvorod 

the co-partners ·• of Conrad Pennyp ckor in Jo.nu ry 1 82 . 

The propor~y i.s then purch~sed y the estntos of the late 

Isa c Henacrson 1d · llie.rn Cullen ynnt, for er omwrs 

of the O ieu Yorlc 'vcninc Pos .n , o.nd I t"'on R. Sperry, a son

in- lnu of r • . ender~on, become editor- n- chiof . • Sperry 

s nn nl us of Y~le 171 and h d been manging editor 1 

edi or oft e "Post 11 almo t fro the time he finished his 

1i vero. ty course at "e ·1 H ven . 



(3) 

The nc\7 o mer e.11 c tcd build for l1ousing 

the le a and it mo :fro ·st~ ound the corner, on ploy 

stro t, to· spacious hoe and office, 511 

There it r ned for many tilt e lo s cquired 

by the 1 te J..fro I . dtPont, o removed the public ton 

office to i~th and King Stro to the site of old nover 

es yterian Church, f o s ssued ntil r . 

du ont t rJ.1e the ... for..:" ~ver to t 10 Christiana Imp.nove ent 

o ony - holding duPont ub idiary - r1, en it s re. ved 

to the E oning Jour uilding at the south est cornor of 

•ourth and .hiploy streets . The:i:e it s continued sever 1 

yo•rs until 1932, 'l en it follo ;ed .... e 11Evening Journo.1 11 

nto the "Every Eve lll8 ildingn at the co1~ 1er of Ornnge 

, nd G r d street::; - t ·he t o of tho 01•g .ng of the 

t, 0 afternoon papero .n anu of th, 1, ye r . Th s s 

aosum d ,... n place in the ti onate "'eno- Jour rinting 

Sinco t e consolidat:'!..on the h s taken on 

rine fo.v r bly in nos value d t Oer p y 

,·.tL the otronolit 

devoted to 

existing belief tho 

n 1sp or . 

. ... perry, 

n"lies and its Gre·t 1um e of p go 

~ ctic ly refutes the hithoxto 

1 ington could not support orn-

he most ac ol ~1y cult cd of 

11 ilminc;ton edi tore . He "'ote ·· th c nrm. d brilliance 

and ofton 1 h fine to· ch of hu...~or - doll an dry . t 

ch of s fine urit f ilo to re ister 11th tl e o ses 

of il ng on pooplo . This mu t be blm:1ed on the constant 



(4) 

contentio a thnt .ero being u ed y one fnctio of the 

.Republican p ty jainst the other nnd u_th n pl t party 

io editor! l "upli:ft" ··ms dif'f'icult . It o. so 1 s d" -

earned that the " 1eos" ed tor ad ol tic 1 1bi t ons ... nd 

t" t he h d relic on hi inf'luencos o.s the ed tor 01· the 

only mor 

tons . 

no po.per in the C'ltate to f r'l,her his asp ra

emocr cy Jns then in the Di ond ~t te •s s file 

and r . perry directe is fiercest editorial batteries 

e nst the t, receipt provision of elect on 1 ts of the 

recei t to des ate that electors ho.d "personally" state . 

puid cnpit tion tax 1 s noce ss ry in order to vote, and 

l' . s eri"y ept up b l" e ninot tax 1eccipts, declaring-

re ter. t ng and reiteratin - th t the e1 ocr ts ere able 

to ro a.in in po or pe1"potually through tho "fr udulent" 

possibil ties of the tax oceipt lnu. 

Tho trNet s" ovo 1tually , on the fight and .ong the 

:first fruits of the victory was the election of 1thony 

Higgins , to the U ted States en te - the first R publ ·· can 

fro elaw ro sinco the Civ 1 J:3r . Even though ~ . perry 

f vored tho elect ou of onot er spir 1t for -he ,.et;, it 

·,a thro r . Higgins' ·nrluence that he 1 s anpointed 

• <:! . 'in ster to Por"'i , courts o ex r ss·on of 

11gr titude", t t snot ex ctl fortuituou . It us e-

c nrcd hnt 

of the Io f 

fe; onths . 

tor t3S n \7 S 

. 
from the olitic 

uat a breo.thi 

x1ou8 to h ve tlo editor 

b ttles of tle ~tate £or 

spell . 

th tho rct n of Pr s1dent Clevel nd for a 

second torm the ni tcr1a1 poat to Tehern ent to a 



(5) 

'deservingn e ocro.t d 1r .. per r turne to il ngton 

d to 0 tor_ 1 ost , bu, he no"1er q ite reost bli hod 

se f on or r o l ~ the nconceiv

ble mi t ~ of ur ·ng th lee ion of' J . 

U . o . a.tor l 

tcrt:cr 

~tr et into oclipso~ 

dd ck .. , fol., 

Sperr s art-

quit 0.!1 H tfOl' , Om., d cr s 

od tor- in- chief of the 

·cm1 e . 

-~tf'or Cou: ... t !'I • tl o tir o of hi 

It ms ev r e pl . ned : y ~. Spe1 r C ..,l.'!Ch 

cl ticnl lun er s to u est for the Senate t e outlander 

an h defiont ef'forts to buy his 'I -y into t e United States 

e - and bo • ted of it . 

It., lo ever , 1 s rto 1 ter thnt • dick had 

t e scat pr ctic 11 on - or ought - and t10uld have had his 

0 C n 1 elected had his ckers iu lo er hund ed of 

~uosex count not cco e ovor zoalouo d hys cally assaulted 

election officer o clo od tho ools before a •11 vote 

rns cast . Hnd · e bulloti. proceeded Addie s ould h ve 

htd one 1a·ority n the g~~~ 1 co bly . But fo~ that do_ 

st te lunder o s b y ~ . pel"r mi t have ronJ ized his 

runb ton :ror high pol t cal off co an honors . 

The foct·on of • perry' co- 10r1·ers on the 

ft C n an l 8 l ity in circle hither en o:f erudition 

50.thore VOS br ef 1 se of' tho schol 1 -, cmtlo .anly 

itor of the " orn ng I e:, • rr 

ro en B C 1.0 , oc ate c itor of the e :rs w s 

ng s ve in is oliticnl des nnd he :-,rote ,· t. pen of 

r; 11 on . tt c d.ne; o ocr tic foe . His Cr ef ob ct of 
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•ors , er~ s ~ t e e. bl1can p ty d :lts e blems, 

a ho CV r 

0 els:. 

o t of th 

op blic l 

... ·.rri ton 

fl tho f s 

1 b 

e uoul 

re 

II derst d 

po "t cs . H 

e " u. e touc._ ng 

o e of the .fore-

(or or izers) of the Young en·• a 

if e ere l ve en t 11s 

o de t oo,c,ove t, the "Ne 

ll6 nti-r C t·on . .,,.. 
• .I. ..., 

. f rst of 1 o tician, e ondly c tor . He c 

ore 0 man f'rom e tt q e d ter toncl ng 

sc ool for 

ecret 

time he 

to e 

Cu a ho • "' ...,o 

crv cc on an 

0 

n d to ne p er 10rk. L tor he 

but fter the conq ect of 

et o pot office 

b eq ont 

I e er ., of , 1 crat v off ce t t et 

selected 

d soon 

torte c ct on of ocond e , died . 

• oopea, , o o ro t e est to the 

or ng o , a 

moro . o a ccee od to the he d of the "ie,;1S" ftor r. 

S erry h remo·ed to • e the hief o er 

t tho t C of .to to Alfred I. du nt, d uring 

o 1on ed tor n1 o.cy of r Hill, l 0 Emcee ~ded • • 

r . Sperry and follo db lbe t ··ns, ho 

C C C .. fter t s e oft e n vening Tur 1" to the 

011t Co. o:n.y . ~ g L. t"'i OS ss st t on CI' 1 

r· th 0 fter t e • 00 es 

but 1ns not inclu e 

Under the suboequent 

n the reor an on of' t e sto..ff' . 

o.go ent then ,es of ill o.ple, 

t n A. vor nd Charles L. eose , Jr ., ape rs t the 
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publ1.c •ervice, bu la.tor thio a.s agreeably sup le ente 

by hio d ignation _ nte .,_ rchivist for hich t st he 

as oll equip d, ha lng f iliarized . i el.f i h Dela

are' spat a.nd pr sent in ~thering de.t fo his "Hi tory 

of :Cl r n thre volm es in 1 07 hich a-> 

eco e reco 1ized ar a sto.n c-rd m thor ty of the t te . 

r . Conrad a bo_n o the hu tins and an al ays active 

in the camp ign of hi party. ing one of his extempor-

aneous poli ical peeches in a ca. P=i ur ing u on 1is 

epublican party tho nee o r forming t e ublic school 

free e ucational sy te - ihich 1ao a ittedly ne ded . In 

one of hi e~ 1 nntory clauses he cc e etoric lly in-

volve and his , ocratic opponents ere quick to transl te 

s p opose.l to me nmixed schools 11 f'or Dela are c ildrm • 

r . Conrad ' s slip f ho tongue as pl yed upon by every 

De oc atic or tor in that ubern torial c pai~n, and, 

in ee , t1e fictitio·s dvocacy cf h v n" children of the 

·hitea ;ht in the s e school e the colore children 

ra.s di to 'o into tne p r ount 1 ue of that elcct1 o 

,1ich r sulte in the fat of r . Co 's candidate for 

the Ge er1101"'s ip an the 1 ole Dtato f'.!.O . P. "ic et . 

:i.. e ch 

o e readily t 

e of advoc ti.g ix~ ool ~as cc pte 
. 

it oth rr1i . igut he.ve been ha r . 

Conrad not b n 1 entifie then 1th the •re an ' s rea.u 

.h ch cone rnod itsolf .ith the elfare of the r ce lier-

at d y President's Lincoln1 s ncipation Proclamation . 

I 81 
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Jesse Chandler and others vs. Benjamin Ferris. 

Ia o t th 

will 

t ot: 14.• 

t t 

h1e '13d -1n t 1t1 rr1a. 

1'U8 

ountl 
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J t at 
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a it th fN 1,. rred. 
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t lt r 
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1 • o 1 tot t t whit 
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ra1a 0 

tt t 1 • • t et l t • te 
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_Harring o ' l ar Re rt - Vol 

• 

nm,-ng t 

oll ng 1 tt r 

oth r, s d , 

xt nt of 

th Li tr, 

fir 

11 hing ho 1 

color youth, 

lff. ' tn s • th 

produc by t t t qu of th 

n C t v1 to sho th 

t • 
Ll G so , tor of 

1 • 

1n d Pop fr est b• 

nual bor yst for th u ation ot 

int pl fo uch hool, in su st e 

l 

crip 

to th on cont n 1n Chandl ' 11 . rhe 

foll 

Bo ton, F b . 16, 1833. 

R pct Fri nd; 

pl to h st bl1 

d gov rmn nt of th l or choc,l for color d youth 11 

b ace to you nd your n vol nt flt1 nd . The anag r 

it unn· c to urg upon 

ortan and n o th cont lat d school . 

t r 1 do , should don 

1th r o o th 

1 d ir ........ ..a...., _ 

u aer ption C enc , 1n th 

r vo b1 1ro atenc • Your fri nd, 

to th liet of onora . 

rt r , d r v 

tru t , ~ '?.l dC: h1 

ch er 1n 1 of the pro re t -

l very cau in thi country. :J: e _ple, o long g1v n by th 

soci ty o riend , is beginni to bav it l git in luenc . 

Benj Ferri • 



-

r to 1 

-s-
lrm~~e R port --101 

Opin1o o t Court 

Th s Clayton) charg the jury. 

(Atter stating th question and r vie ng th v1d nc ,) th t 

if they w r of opinion f'rom the vidence that th 

c p bl of ex rc1s1ng thought and jud ent and refl cti~n; 

t he s about, had e 01:7 .lltlB judgment, 1s 

will could not b invalidated on t ground ei' insanity. eith 

could it b set side on t ground of undue influ nc, unl ss 

uch int'lu nee ounted to a d gr of con traint ch s th 

t t tor a too w ak tor 1st; uch as d prived him of h1 

ency, and prevented him rr doing he pl ased with 

bl prop rty. B 1th r advice, nor argument, 

e fr ly and from eon-nor p rsu sions, ould vitiate a 11 

vict1on, though such ll might not hav 

advice d p rsu ion. Another ond mo 

objection to th will is a suppos d discrep 

the inst ct1ons on ich it 

d but tor such 

ground of 

en it and 

s found d and fro which it 

drawn. If t jury ar of opinion that these diff rences exist 

to such an xtent as to 

the inotructione, thy 

th will essentially differ t tr 

t th judg fro th v1d nee th r 

th d viations w r m de with t · kno 1edg and consent of th 

t t t r • I th y er . not e 1m to him, it t will 

not r dover, or it cont nts and variations from th in truction 

s .xplain d to hi , th n this is not h1 wi'..i.:..; b11t it h 

1m ot and approv th alter t1ons he dopted th by th ex -

cution ot th 111. end the a ought to 
Verdie 

J • Ae Bayard and • • 
Latim r, d, jr. and 

ton. for 
er, for 

11. 
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J . F . Pote 
J. Sweeney 
Iarch 31 , 1941 

ROBER'r CORA} AS DEt:D 1I'111; ~ss 

(1791 - 1795) 

BIOGRAPB.Y 
Robert Coram 

K- 2 - 41 to 43 , April 21 1 1791 

John Pierce to Frederick .'irt , 23 acres in Brandywine 

hundred . "See.led and Delivered in the Presence of 

Robert Coram Fredlz: Craig" 

K- 2- 155 to 156 , February 25 1 1792 

"filliam 'I'emnle (Yeoman) and Alice , his wife , to Isaac 

Starr srn of ,illiam (Tanner) . 

Brick :iessuar,e on -ast side of r:arket St . to Kin[ St . 

" ealed and Delivered in the presence of Robert Coram , 

Janny ~ook . 11 

Proven by Robert Coram, Aui:rust Te r m, 1792 . 

Recorded September 10 , 1792 . 

P- 2 - 68 to 73 , entember 20J 1792 

Rancroft vv'oodcock to :Nehemiah Tilton . 11 Sealed and 

Delivered in the presence of us Thomas iJarriott , 

Isaac rnodcock , Hobert Coram. 11 roven by Robert Coram , 

Jecember Term 1795 . Recorded! arch 5, 1796 



-2- Bio~ra hy - obert Coram as 
Deed v'i tness 

.-2-175 to 178, Seotember 3.Q., 1792 

Joseuh Gil in to Charles Barret (Carter) Front St . 

11 Sealed and Delivered. in the Presence of ,Tohn Hayes , 

Robert Coram. 11 Proven by obert Coram, l' ovember 

Term, 1792. Recorded July 13, 1793. 

I -2-158 to 161, Octobe!:_~ 1JJ2 

Joseph Gilpin O ariner) and Elizabeth his ,ife Daugh

ter of Jo:b.n Giles (.~ariner) and Jane his wife both 

deceased , to Gideon Gilpin of Delaware Co . Pa., 

(Innholder). 11 hereas Branson vn Leer formerly of 

said Borou h Practitioner of rhysic and Hebecca his 

wife . 11 E Front St . between Kin~ & ~rench Sts . 

(.fill Records I-1-331). "Sealed and Delivered in 

the presence of John Hayes , Robert Cora 11, ~dw . 

Gilnin . 11 R. Coram witnessed na ment of 160. Proven 

by Hobert Coram, I ovember Term, 1792. Recorded ,Tuly 

8, 1793. 

K-2-158 to 160 October 8, 1792 

Charles Barret (Yeoman) and Ann his wife, to John 

Hayes (, ... erchant). 'l1wo messuages & lots (1. west 

side of ~rench St. south of BroBd St.) (2. Front & 

Kin~ ..,ts.) 11 ~ealed and .Jeli vered in the Dresence of 

John · .. art in, Robert Coram" Proven by Robert Coram, 

1ove 1ber Term, 1792. Recorded January 1, 1793. 
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P- 2 - 114 to 116 , Decen:ber 31 1 1792 

Bio rauhy - 01:)ert Coram 
As eed .. itness 

This :ndenture made this thirtv first dD:< oi ecem-

ber in tli.e :re• r of our I crd one t 10t' sand s e· en 

hundred and nir ety t rn . ~etwl:len ::-'rederick Crair of 

the Borouryh of !ilmin~ton in Christiana hundred and 

l-lew Castle County in the Stete of Delaware Bookbinder 

of the one nart and John Dickinson of the same 

Borou "'h squire of t11.e other part . 11 rvrn lots on 

}!ark<;t street ••• 
Fredk Craig 

,Jitnesses 

Zi ba ~""err is . obert Coram 

... 

- 2 - 2e2 to 265 , January 10 1 1793 

rederick lirt (Yeoman) and Anna norothy his wife , 

to ,Tohn Ferris (Ironn1on er) . Or.tn e to S1"i'l')ley St . 

11 Sealed and )eliverec. in the ... resence of us 

.B1red~ Craig Robert Coran: . 11 

•,-

r: - 2 - 96 to 98 , February 8 1 1793 

S!' uel roston oore (Yeoman) and Susanna his wife , 

to Benjamin 'T3urrel (r ariner) E . side of 'alnut St . 

at uber!'"'J Dock , 1itnessed by 11 •'llerner Love , Robert 

Coram. " Proven by itobert voram, •. ebruary Term, 1793 . 

Recorded Marc~ 15, 1793 . 



- 4-

. - 2 - 532 to 53~ , arch 13 1793 

Bio i-rauhy - :1obert 8ora ..• 
.t-:1.S eed itness 

John Sperry (Briclc 11alcer) and Catharine his wife 

""xec:.1trix of the last 'ill and '2:'estament of Jonas 

!alr~ven, to John Lynrun (Yeoman) 

'Sealed and Delivered in the or~sence of 

T0r'1ili s Cristym, ~obert Cor m.11 

Proven by Robert Gorarr , Au ~st ~erm, 1793 . Recorded 

· arc'1. f , 1794 . 

0- 2 - 411 to 413 , Anril 23, 1793 

John Field ( Ph:lla . .. Jerchant) to John h 0 yes ( iilm. 

Merchant) on I,1arket st . nec.r Hirh st . 

"Sealed and Delivered in the nresenc0 of us 

James .'ilson Robert Coram 

'i1 .. omas Bliss v1itness to t11e si nature of John l: 

Deborah Field11 

Proven by Rober t Coram ~eceillber term 1795 . lecorded 

I ay 4th 1796 . 

0- 2-315 to 318, May 19, 1793 

J onas ~tidham (Yeoman) to Isa~c Stidham only son of 

the said Jonas Stidham "Sealed & Delivered in the 

nresence of us 

: achel St :i.dham • obert Coramn 

,xecution nroven by Robert Coram in onen court 

8ecember term A. D. 1795 . :ecorded J nary jOth 1796 . 



-0- io7raphy - o ert Coram ,s 
Jeed itness 

.. -2-:573 to 375 , June 19, 1793 

Archibald Little (Cord.miner) and Jane his 1i1i.:'e , to 

Sharles a1•lson (Yeoman) ast side :,arlrnt ..:it . 

"Sealed and Del.:..vered in presience of 

Josenh iarner , Robert Coram. " 

P~oven by Robert Cora~ , Au ust Term, 1793 . 

October 28 , 1793 . 

0- 2 - 351 to 356 , July 29 1793 

ecorded 

Griffith Linshall (Yeoman) and Var-..r his wife to Anne 

Levlis Tousard for. er l y of che Island of t . Domin o , 

( entleman) 

"Sealed and Delivere in the Drese~ce of us 

Bunorz Robert Coram" 

... rovcn by obert Coram :av tGrm 1795 . 

9th 1796 . 

. "- 2-376 to 379 , Augus_!;_ 3, 1793 

., .. 

.ecorded :farch 

Anne Louis Tov,sard (Gentleman) and Reine Tou(b?)ert 

ills wife , to Griffeth: inshall (Yeoman) . 75 acres 

"Sealed and ":)elivored in the Dresence of us 

3uporz hobert Coram" 

roven b Robert Coram, Au~ust Term, 1793 . Recorded 

October 29 , 1793 . 



0-8- 5 & 6, 

- 6- Bio' ranhy - Robe -.t vorar1 as 
Jeed .itness 

December 31, 1793 

11 This Indentur.., made the thirty first day of _,ecem

ber, ln the year of our Lord one t~ousand seven 

hundred and ninety three . etween Jose h Lawson 

of the oroue-h of 'il ir: ton in the county of :ev1-

castle and State of Delaware Innkeeper of the one 

ry2rt and John ickinson o~ the same nl ce esq:ire 

of the other part.tt (on larket · S~ipley street 

and south side of Chestnut St . ) • • • 

Seo.led and delivered in the presence of ill'ary Dick

inson, Hobert Coram • 
.. ... , .. 

.. - 2 - 55 to 57 , March 26, 1794 

0-2 - 93 & 94 , 

Samuel Hog , Tatlow Chandler and vatharine his ~Tife , 

to Griffeth Linshall (Yeoman) on Shinley St . 

11 Sealecl and Delivered in the nresence of 

Jehu HollinC"sworth, Robert Coran: ." 

Proven by Robert Coram ", ay Term 1794. Recorded 

Aup:ust 5 , 1794 . Also witnessed nayment . 

May 31 1 1794 

11 'i1his Indenture made this thirty first -da7~ of :.ay 

in the year of our Lord one tho sand seven hundred 

and ninety four . Between John Lea of the Borough 

of <il.nin ton and county of l:Jewcastle and State of 

Delaware esquire and Christiana his wife of the one 



- 7- B · o ra•)hy - tobert Coram As 
)eed /itness 

part and eter auduy late of the Island of t . 

Dominr;o but now of the said Borouc·h rrentleman of 

the other nart . 11 (on Pasture street) 

Sealed and aelivered in the nresence of us 

Hobert Coram, Isaac r. Starr . (also witnesses of 

.eter Bauduy's payment of 250 lbs . ) 

.-2-083 to 38b , July 31 1 1794 

.!illiam Clenney (Yeoman) and .Betty his v,rife , to 

Rumford ::)av,es ( Phi la . I. erchant) 

11 Sealed and Delivered in the nresence of 

Isaac Harvey Jun., tobert Co!'am, Jehu ·follingsworth . 11 

.i., - 2 - 239- to 244 , August 29 1 1794 

!illiam Shiley tli.e elder (Yeoman) and Sarah h::.s 

,,ife , to John Shipley, Jose-oh Shinley, 'l1homas Shiu

ley , Jam.es hipley and Robert S'-iipley , Sons of the 

above . "t d. u• bd · · r. 11. nesse oy nlC _ :Suck1ng•1am, 0arson Dickin-

son , Robert Ccram . Alsc w-itnessed nayment , and 

proved in ::)ecember Term 1794. Hecorded I arch 25th 1795 • 

0- 2 - 270 to 272 , December 24 1794 

., ~-

Frances ay (::alster) to Anne Louis Tousard (Yeoman) 

one acre & twenty nerches in Chr:..stiana hundred, 

ne r ,{ilrr in,:ton . 

11 Sealed and Delivered in the oresence of us 

C2 leb vay . obert Cora-:n . 11 



-8- Rio·ra hy - Robert Coram 
As Deed itness 

The xecution of the within was proven by Jobert 

Corarr. one of the witnesses, thereto in ouen court 

of common leas held at !,ewcastle for the county 

of lewcastle oi' the r.ay term A.D. 1795. In testi

mony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed 

the Seal of said court." 

GunBedford Por 

Re corded December 8th 1795. 

l -2-470 to 472 , May 1795 

John J:t'erris (! ercllant) and Ann his ,,vife , to David 

Stidham (Yeoman) 96 acres 

11 ...:.iealed and Del..:.vercd in the pr0sence of us 

Harlan Cloud hobert Coram" 

,' itnessed oayment of t 37 :10:0 

Proven by Rob9rt Coram, lay Term 1795. Recorded 

1ovcmber 14, 1795. 

1~-2-518 to 521, February 4 1 1795 

Isaac endrickson (M~rchant) to Jose"h Ca ell 

(Practitiorer of ~hysic) , Chestnut St . to the Srandy

wine - French 

"Sealed and Delivered in the nresence of 

Zll:.s ewlin, ~lobert Joram11 

litnessed payment .,..57:16:3 

roven o~- !fo"bert Coram, : a"'r Term 1795. Recorded Janu-

ary 4, 1796. 

.. ,, .. 



- 9- Bio~ra hy - ~obert Goram As 
Deed itness 

0-2~426 to 429 , November 4 1 1795 

I.aro-aret Gillis (vlidow) to Daniel Drinker (rhila 

. erchant) 

11 en.led and Delivered :i.n the nresence of us 

John :!ayes Robert Coram. 11 

Proven by Robert Coram Decem~er term 1795 . Re corded 

J,,.ay 17th 1 796 . 

By deed dated December 28 , 1795 , and w:,_tnessed by 

"Robert Coram, Jeremiah oolaston11 and iatthew Grips , 

Frederick Crai,.,. , 11 bookbinder1 of ilmint:Tton , released 

Dorothy ,irt , executrix of the last will of Frederick 

lirt , "Tailor deceased11 of .lilminrrton, of all or any 

obli ations of the deceased Frederick irt . - Deed 

R- 2 : 455- 56 . 

Deed :~ecord 

mentioned in I - 2 , 1789- 93 . 

- 2 - 233 to 236 , Decem~er 29, 1795 

Frederick Craig to Josenh Grubb . 144 acre south side 

of l~amans Creek . 

"Sealed and del"vered in the ryresence of us 

Peter Srynberg Robert Coram" 

1l 
II 
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Thi s tl1e first country cl ub o~ning its orn 

"home" in 1 :ware--- indeed, the "al pha" of Country lub Life 

in thi city and stat e . ~herefore t 1 s the rent r ndfather 

of the ilnli ton Count Club, he Delaw re ,ricket Cl ub 

(1885- 1889) its , cce sor the r ndfe.ther , nd final l y , he 

D l are Field Club {1889- 1901 ) the parent of then :rer·or,o.n-

iz"tion. 01 v r, the ilm 

enesi fro the ergi 

or,nniz din 1885. 

ton Coun r Club d te officially 

in 1901 · th the cla ore ~:eld 

In ad tion to the cricket crea , thexe 1ere a 

dozen tennis courts, diamond for b s ball, ad eridiron or 

football--- nd 1 ie invited . ' e much beloved illia • 

C nb lo ic 11 w s the fir<t presid nt a w s s cceeded by 

J . r .est Sm th, f ther of"snorts for entle en" in D la mre . 

His ife, rs . Joseph ne Tatnall Sm t , 

of the adies ' A~ ociate rgani ation . 

st .e first president 

~ illi s . u111es and 

~Toseph P . ales ere ca te.i s of the crick t t oa ~ ... ---the latter 

of he junicr • the c icketer ere Til n , o· nsto , • T~ . 

T tnall, Jr ., John E. Aicholson, d ard bbons, ..... enry L • 

• Dmm ng, • 

e ri , 1111 o e ood , ontaine ~e a stre, Jose h H. 

· le , Dr . 
.. enr • ilson. ti" recal led ro memory, also, 

that • rne t . t , ho s still ~i in olfing trop ies 

at 85, and .-s brother , . • a r old Sm"th 1ere ca ta ts of e rl. 

t s. The latter d on in 19--5 at 88, while e.not·1er 

rother , Dr . Linton ~mith of the five brothers , rec ed his 

5t birt ida.y before his d~ th . Tributes.., the~e bro hersJ to 

t e alth- ivinc; ualities of outdoor ports . The un reten-

tious little club house sta ed nv social funct ons of minor 
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nit·de.Em occ ional fternoons -t}i.e ady A~ ociates 

bro ht ell-laden baskets of c kes ands nd11ches, ~ede 

lemonade or poured tea, nd later da1ce or en a e 1 other 

diversions . 

The club house be n far removed rom the centre 

of tlle c ty, a fla on top of tie building, ·ould reclaim 

the resence of waitin emb r re dy to meet all com rs 

t ~~e nets , and thus ved pl yers seekil~ exercise fron 

an edleso alk in bunt of a frien 1, rival . Later, a bus 

line conve.red p s engers to and from the club for a r··ve- cent 

fare . 'Ihe mber played frequent atches and tourname ts at 

cricket and tennis . 'Ihe en atte pted football, but it ever 

ot far into the sports curricul of the club . eb 11 

became more opule.r , but it ·1 s always fro ned t s too 
V\D ~~ 

boi terous and olehi~n-for gentlmen nd gentle en ' s sons . 

The comin0 of golf in 1901 s,ept diamonds and ri irons from 

the groun s of e.11 country clubs o thoro 1ly that football 
'Nd"' , N c,:\-ot,1 

and b sebnll are almost for otten as fe.tureo of thee rly 

Country Clubs . 

~reosure for i door nd outdoor space nece~sitated 

a change to a 1 r r ground . At El mere , along t e racks 

of the Baltimore 

c ty, ix and a 

Ohio nilroad, a mile or so .est of the 

lf acres of 1 nd ere purchased and a club 

house--- .odern for that time , ~ s built in 1889 . t as 

pa.lo. tial compared · i th the one abandoned in the ? inth •1ard ., 

for it cont i od a large assembly room, locker~ , bo lin 

alley and sho1ers tat spr ed e bers Viith almont ice- cold 

water from a fi f yy- foot 1all . t, however , lacked 1ar or 

hot ~ater . 1he crounds ,ere apport·oned for er cket, bnseball , 
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footb 11 r..d ten s; t ere ere t\ ent -four co ts. t 

employed rofe~sio l cricketers, im orte instructors nd 

'eac ers in bO', lin o.nd bat ·ing and ,et th er se ome 

of he le din[! cr1.c ,et teas in he t1 e. fl r cket-consci us~ 

s ction, hiladel ia d Ge • 

The ne clu ouse off ~r db t r d bi er 

o od tions fo an enl rg et of th soci 1 functions 

ina fo ~r club. C kea c cream d 

s d icb s reo.p r 1 h le ona , ~in·cr le or sarsap rilla, 

t never "co ktail'' nor 1 ball. nr.ox·cntin dri ·s 

ere ba ... e , tho not by r 11 s nor vo.ce i ibitions, 

but • tern t on . s sil nse fl in t e tmosph re nd 

no n dare brc t e li C a t . ' ,e t or 

b r iho mi t av ap e r at a~y of e functions ·ith 

t e 'bou u t" of rye on s b1~e t '10 1 V been mtlble to 

fi a.an 1 ~ tner e.11 eveni .n e offe se 70Ul be 

1 u in t h m for lo tie. lio cocktail h tl en. 

1 t e e .bers ere 

kn le~ o s from 

ill e th i · 1c lly stres.in cricket 

a 

r 

br 

t e 

1 

fro ... 

lo 

1 s expert, 

or oft e uld orld by 

lf b 11, cl bs nd s f 

• 

e had :,itn edit on 't. ndr 

anforth ush 

of cotlc.nd, 

nt l'"no le e of 

li l s, t 

o th se ost of the b r of the lo.ware ield Cl • T ey 

b cm more nd ore nterested in the national r: e of he 

Scots until e orr·c 1 b an to see th ecee t of met-

ng t t em nd . ine hoJe~ ere set o t, ·mber o b 1n 

n th clu ro ds. 

Th.:s .., t re 1 ntr uc ion of the a e to 

il ingtoni • 
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dorn n tin:'>' obses~ on, n the Club di er ing the o.•sing 

of b s 11, footb 11_ ev 0 n cric et, ~o 1t lar er 

ro nd , eve 

I\.ennett Pike, e t n 

1 

in 

leas de. 150 ac 

sout ard t .. 

tract a.lon" the 

uarters of a niile . 

t"' me, ers in coop r tin ti ·1 ot er e tl en sport lovers, 

rn st ,mith, ndre1 t once ere incor or ed n 1 01 y J . 

c . r Y n.n Benj in ields . 

nd t'e ilm ngton Countr lub ste_ ed 

.Lt s eedily erected club 0 e n 1902, 
/ 

eve as the afte ... o:!' 

he con la ation s 1 d to "1 C a ett 

ld lub v ni bed 

to the 1 elight . 

ch 

1 e 

tt . 

s ostroyed 

ensU a.nee . 

erh s xcee e 50,000. t '10.0 re laced 7th 

'he loss 

t 10 and 

e.lf story house of cone ete ·, t b · ck a ..,t ·cco finish 

that su 

nd cost 

s s th ~ ce n st t l es o Co onial desi n, 

ds of 500,000. It s s 1 pointed 

a d :furni hed . 

25,000 . It also 

, nquet ~ l , lo 

ble--- inde d, l 

nor n z t 0 of' 

'I e s 

t e r ,.,i 

mor 18 e 

T C lm 

e o e on the first lo r alon cost 

ovides r5.v t 

rn for 3,0 0 c 

nd 

ch l rious t?. o 

ersons of 1 r 

for e. olf li s 

'ol s before t e.,. 

t 

t 

er 

lie dining roo s , 

shorers nnumer-

t that fit into 

• 

one, overcr ·r1 dd 

car pleted, and nine 

t 0 C "S fter the f rst ere finished . 

n ad :· tion to i•s 2,000 or more active 

memb rs, has SuOCiate., y and nvy (o ficers), Junior1 , 

and To - resident roups. 1.e po ul rt~ of it link~ my be 

a ed by the fact t t the 11 .. er ge d . 

300. The round nlso has 14 rass and 

, era exceeds 

tennis 

courts, four single and a doubles uash o,rts . Tournru ents 
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in elf t n is r el v ry se-son, •h club bei 

f'fil t d ·ith th r.a.tio-n -1 bodic ... of' oth div:i. ions of 

orts . There is no prov sion in the 1 romd ... or 

c cket es ; b eball .n footb 11 lso 

forever fro the County Cl b r pertcrie . 3o soph stic ted 

.ore th Club's ers .... en golf first ttr ct d t· eir 

t s r call th t f D 1 1 ~ on o . re a .. up e e. intere t . 

Court j s bou ht t •;o clubs nd tout to ~t dy r cticall 

intr·cac cs of dr vin~ and puLt·n • t cs o served tat 

he alke 

other rou 

t top eod bet oen t e holes, on t oug 11 

e 1 d re o.r ed ~ ed s the pose of the 

~ e, n- declur d co fidenti=ll to fr n tat fter six 

onths pl y, he co ld o ro d in t o '"o s t · oped to 

better the t e by th rty 

pl Y• 

nuts before ,inter closed t e 

r vate cl li s rel ·a out bout 1900 on 

the f' r 
11 St,o'j(,_e 'o~,~%e," 

e11eral Jo.mes II . ilson on the e Castle o d , 0 

by enry • T ompson, 

nry • ~cott erccte 

~e 1th in ustrinli~t, an later , 

n i teen hole course on his lar e 

~ex·n to " ne r D lo r C ty, 1nil n ore •ecent 

r, P or~e • duPo t co1~tr cted n 1 -hol co ·eat his 

•ster County ho e st te 11 Lo ood . ' 1 t 1 r erded b 

olfers o t·1 fi est and best olf coul~ e in the country is 

tho l -hole hole 1 nks f e ry • ~uPont on his 6,000 acr 

st t l uye co t 0 ar nterville . Portion of n lar e 

fa r cently acquir d h s en ut zed o xp nd the cour e 

hich bri s oe-- n a.rti,.. of O er 00 pl er" n "rl 

s er, 1ho re ent rt ined s house ·ue:ts of the ster d 
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m tre. oft r a.t renc e t of h orts . 

he nor 1 on the Conco!'{,i :e ;u)t orth ,,. 

nr;-ton 1 the ton at r Co. ion 

nt ine th un c pal li' end ' ... e s oc;i tion. 

'oir. ·ho ort .. e ervo r • lt e.n op r tio s 

n 192 t to oubl th 1l 

24. Th i d co oe ·t e 12,000 co t 

1 pk e of T cl, 0 - C, 1 le hen 

C t or· o.ni ·10 0 lu , b t 1.,he 

s r :"..p :, s re :i.. oor ocm .... s ell 

l s. n e. 40 0 :•s plo. n "'un ys 

t' t·urh n ..,tr l mer to re the lves ... , 

:f a e, a < c.u 1· . ine 0 0.tur a.. ni ht 

co c b C --- om c ter re ---to 1 :lm t ir 

turn • nre . i. uistf 1 on 

n n hope ~ l t so e 00 p il nt ro st 

. 0 c_ f "" uk., Ue a ift f the ropert • 

h i. aero•. t e Eran ine 

er po 1der · ill, 

C.1'1 • 

It s o_ th duPont Co ny. 

fY) ft rti e or hip 0 ef t 1a.n 2 n 1920, rolls 
V 

i up r .. of 8 0 n n 0 on. tD. 

nine 

ttent cor cf co ~\\t,8>.Ba . upple-

1t by ... bile b b. 11 ... r ckone· .ith in ... . 
~tr!l. 

he e rly y f the club, t ha d e.p ere tirely in 

th s 1 .. ter ti s . The rey tone Club 1 1 e ise in 
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nee of extensio • • It offer s a ro.nt nd inin C" 11.ti s , 

tis rig ,lub , do. si il r ~oc· l f1nctio • 

r ard d s i 1~ u cful in bii n ~ ...o.jorit. oft e 

nd attaches of the re t duPont corpo tion into ore intimate 

acquaintance hi . 

the 

he Conco1•d Country Club t 

lf' u y poin·;,, · et men , il n ton 

al oot be ate 

'.i i.. 

L co s 

irbership . 

lov i'or

e o s 

ton o 

r ely, nd 

re s 

t int rs Cro a Eo~as~--

eot Chester, may 

iz ton. t 'J S O t 

, too, refl cts the 

'cres an .s con. tr 

e at cost o 30, 00Q.'I..) T Cub o se a the hoe of a 
.,. 

ie 1 hy _;entl . an f rm , aud with it ion nd fe; odern-

zine; touche , t ample, di 111 1-d n~ p o5nt d forte 

conven. o~ce n co fort 0 1 s ro :1_n embers i • 

lh ennett olf d country Clu' 1 o t..;ro.cts 

ir.iany ole..:ra.rea s to t bea.u-!::1 1 country nd _t.,. 18- hole 

corn . ~ is on lcv tion above he 

t n din clo e pr x mity to Cd r rot, tie ome of Byard 

T ... -lor . t a inely en·o ell sto4e house for the enter-

tin en:., of mo rn, nd the .. c re rcq_uen-c .., cinl affairs , 

o ~, teas, c rd p ticL, etc . ,itbin lts four ancie t 1 lls . 

S v r 1 of che n:e ber.., • ve built ho es long the s y lane 

L ... a 5.ng to the club , · ich aeeminly ,,.lve the place the atn:os 

phere of i e 1 club life . 

st C e· t 

D 1 1areans ho re 

Country Clu i lco interesting to 

ests a ho ... ' of :any Che ter County 

golfers . Its attracti 1 e Club ou~e occup:ec an elevation 

from which all of the 1 hole"' o.re in e ight and d scloses to 
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vi ctions oft e 
. t es C est r ' lle ~. Lik other 

olf'in clubs , ts house r;rounds hJ.Ch lso inv·tc t nnis 

pl ers , re co ing ercro; c • e lub hot.se is t e 

cle rin hou o f st C e..,tcr 0 nc1 he emb rship 

lite lly 1 of t o's 0 ir. t ns of 

c: est r Cour. 

Tc onl other ... p rt t c untr, 

club t ly c l on 0 it. d p ul rit • 

1 ot t un C b• en 

0 t .I! 11 t d rk los t . "elf's r th in 

f 'lC nco1 to C p C ith co•t of npin 

.... r ·ot It at t e 0 ·la f he ,., • 

in ton oun'r lul f .. 0 t 1 of 19~6 V 

v_ t ~t C of C. icket 

l.ol rod c 0~ t " io 'l th 

r 0 th n 0 t ikc oun 'i . min ton 

on 3 t no in ts bo :::-· C • 

ef' r nco • . 
om o.n rticl n 1 tervi . .it J . rnoct mi ·rit r 

an one un~er si :t i t n, ~o , publ sh d 

y the co of' 

Country Club nnunl ports on ile in il ··ngt on ubl ic 

Libr r . 
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F'eb. 13, 1940 

WILMINGTON PAR..K AND THE \ ILMINGTON 

BASEBALL TE.AM 

Sports 

After a series of attempts that spanned a period of least 

eight years, Wilmington is to have a stadium and a baseball team 

in a league higher than Class E • 

.Although both the stadium and the team are as yet non

existent, it has been definitely promised that by April 10 of 1940, 

both shall be in operation at 30th Street and the Governor Printz 

Boulevard. 

It was from outside Wilmington that the impetus for both 

oropositions came. Equally strange is the fact that the New York 

Yankees' dominance of the .American League is probably responsible 

for the creation of both the stadium and the team. 

For the last four years the closest that the other teams 

in the American League could get to the Yankees in the pennant race 

was when they were playing in the same park. Never did they .win 

the flag by less than 12 games . Baseball experts attributed this 

success of the Yankees to the fact that they possessed the best "farm 

system11 in the game, able to replace aging veterans by younger men 

tried in the baseball battles of the minor league. 

The other clubs in the league, as time went on, decided 

to get "farmsir of their own. To this end, Connie Mack , manager of 

the Philadelphia .Athletics dispatched Eddie Glennon to Wilmington to 

confer with local business men on the advisability of placing an A's 

"farm" here . (1) 

The Interstate League is composed of' four teams, representing 

Sunbury, Allentown, and Hazelton in Pennsylvania, and Trenton in New 

Jersey, respectively, Glennon divulged that next year the League is 
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to be raised to a Class B classification, and proposed a new baseball 
. 

park in Wilmington. 

This plan met with hearty assent, and there were three applicants 

for the Wilmington franchise. (3) The bid of Ira Thomas, well

known A's scout, was accepted by the League officials. 

According to present plans, the exnense of building a modern 

field, which could also be used by the Wilrrington "Clippers" of the 

American Football Association as a home grounds, will be raised by 

Wilmlngton interests, with the A's furnishing the players and the 

manager. (3) 

The field is to be equipped for night baseball which will be 

played with the exception of Saturday and Sunday. (3) 

).ti 

Wilmington Park, Inc., effected permanent organization on 

December 7, 1939, at a meeting of the Board of Directors in the offices 

of Harry w. Lunger, counsel and director of the company. 

At the outset the corporation put itself on record as favoring 

as wide a participation as possible in the financing of the project. 

While more than half of the $100,000 required to purchase land and 

erect stands, seats, and other necessary facilities has been subscribed, 

the directors expressed the wish that everyone be given an opportunity 

to purchase stock in the venture. (4) 

Issuance of 2,000 shares of preferred stock was authorized. This 

stock is to be sold for ~r50 a share, and with each share a bonus of 

one-half a share of common stock will be given to subscribers. 

Many persons, it was stated at the meeting, have expressed a 

desire to become stockholders, and under the plan, anyone wishing 

to subscribe will have that opportunity. The directors feel that a 

wide distribution of the stock among the people will tend to create 

greater interest in the team. 
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'11he corporation organized with the election of' the following 

officers: President, Clement B. Hallam; vice-oresident, Lammot 

du Pont, Jr.; secretary-treasurer, H.B. Mearns . With J . Simpson 

Dean, R.R. M. Carpenter, H.B. du Pont , and former Rep . J. George 

Stewart, they comprise the board of directors. Mr . Stewart, Lammot 

du Pont , Jr., and Mr . Hallam v,ere named as the executive committee. 

i'1r . Lunger wrote to Connie Mack , outlining an informal plan 

for leasing the park to him for its use by the Wilmington team in 

the Interstate League. 

1i'r . Lunger, Mr . Stewart, and Mr . du Pont were designated as 

a committee to confer with Mr . Mack and arrange for a formal con

tract. The same committee was authorized to confer with the officials 

of the Wilmington Clippers of the American Football Association, and 

enter into a contract with them for the use of the field for their 

games next seasoh. 

The directors approved the plans advanced by w. w. Laird, Jr., 

for a series of concerts to be given at the park during the coming 

season. A committee conferred with Mr. Laird and worked out ar

rangements with him for the use of the place for outdoor musical 

presentations, which are expected to prove popular. A large shell 

to provide the proper acoustical requirements and an _amplifying 

system so that the singing and orchestral programs may be heard 

throughout the park are to be among the field's facilities. 

Mr. Stewart and Mr . Lam.mot du Pont, Jr., were named as the 

building committee. It is proposed to have the new park open and 

ready for the opening of the baseball season. (4) 

The proposed site of the field was inspected on Decenmer 29, 

1939, by a group representing the A's and Wilmington Park . At this 
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inspection, the definite location of the baseball diamond was de

cid~d upon, although the plans will be submitted to the board of 

governors for final approval. 

It was the consensus of opinion of the gr oup that the grandstand, 

orieinally intended to be built at the corner of 30th street and the 

Boulevard, should be constructed on 30th Street about 450 feet from 

the corner. This change was agreed upon because it was found that 

the batter would be fac:!.ng the sun under the original layout, which 

would prove unsatisfactory both to players and snectators at afternoon 

games. 

It was also decided that the football field would be laid out 

parallel to the right field bleachers, because this direction would 

meet with the least interference from the winds. (6) 

Officers of the ~ilmington Baseball Club, Inc., were soon 

elected. They are: R.R.v. Carpenter, president; Connie Mack, vice

president; Roy F . Mack, treasurer; and Edward F . GleP.non, secretary. 

It was announced that Charles Albert (Chief) Bender will 

manage the locals while Glennon will handle the business end. Schooled 

in the era when a home run was a novelty, Bender is qualified to teach 

the younger players the tricks that make all the difference between 

a minor leaguer and a majDr leaguer . He should be especially helpful 

to young pitchers, because he was one of the greatest pitchers of the 

game . 

Officials of the club are lining up 27 nlayers who will make 

the southern training trip, and to date 14 players are on the roster. 

Plans call for the squad to leave for the· training base, at San.ford., 

r .c., the last week in March. Of the 14 players assigned here, four 

are pitchers , four are outfielders, four infielders, and two catchers. 

The twirlers are Severne Wright and Sam Lowry , recently nur

chased from Williamsport of the Eastern League; Philip Hauck., Pewamo ., 
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i,ich., hurler; and Danny Smick, from the University of Michigan. 

Smick, 6-foot, 5-inch, 210-pounder, was named top hurler in the 

restern Conference in 1938. Last year he pitched in the Coastal 

Plains League. 

Catchers coming here are John Dyer, a youngster who batted 

.363 in the Twin States League, and George Harrington, of the Boston 

Twilight League. 

The outfielders are }!,mil Kreshka, a Bethleham, Pa., lad from 

the Appalachian League last season, who led the circuit in most hits 

and runs-batted-in, and Frank Zamatoni, Gus Juskey, and Elmer Vallo, 

purchased from Williamsport. 

From the En.stern Shore League come two Federalsburg stars. 

They are Bob Detwiler and Jackie Wallasea, and it is expected they 

will form the nucleus of the infield, along with Johnny Martens, 

o-foot, 2-inch first-baseman from Battle Creek, Mich., and Bill 

1 ogseed, third baseman obtained from Williamsport. 

Contracts have also been sent to a number of other players. 

The team is due to return from the training camp late in April, and 

no games will be played here until the opening of the League season, 

tentatively set for May 3, in Wilmington. (7) 

"Chief 11 Bender officially became manager of the Wilmington 

team on December 31, 1939, when he stopped off at this city to sign 

a contract. Bender was enthusiastic over the baseball prospects in 

Wilmington. Glennon is as enthusiastic as Bender over the team and 

Wilmington. 

Contracts were awarded on February 7, 1940, all to \ilmington 

firms. The one remaining preliminary was cleared away with the 

J,. "2. 1.. 
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reaching of an agreement with Connie Mack for rental of the park 

by the Wilmington team. 

The athletic park will cost approximately $180,000, instead 

of ·100,000, as originally contemplated. 

Desire to use the athletic park not only for baseball, 

football and other sports, but also for musical concerts, pageants, 

and other cultural entertainments actuated the sponsers in their 

decision to create a center that will cost nearly double what was 

contemplated at the outset. 

Of the total costs t47,500 already has been paid for the 

land. The necessary buildings and other equipment will entail an 

expenditure of about $130,000. 

Contracts for 113,500 of the work were as follows: General 

contract, R. F. Engler, Inc., $68,810; Electrical Installation, 

Mc Hugh Electrical Co., ~~12, 495; Heating, W. D. Shelladay, Inc., 

~6,675; Seating, R. F. Engler, Inc., $12,940; Sound System, Raymond 

and Rosen Sound Equipment (RCA installation) $1,687; Grading, E. Earl 

Downing, Inc. , ·s, 933. 

Additional seating and other detailed work still to bear

ranged for the football season, but not awarded, and additional items, 

will run the entire cost of constructing the park, aside from what 

was paid for the land, up to about $130,000, as stated above. 

Some points remained to be adjusted because of the increase 

in the cost of the field, part of which was necessitated by the 

Wilmington building ordinance which required a fire-proof grandstand 

and allied buildings to be erected. (9) Vb.en the ~1tuation was 

explained to Mr. Mack, the terms of the lease were agreed upon, and 

.ilr. Lunger drafted the agreement. 



-7- Snorts 

Starting with a minimum rental of ~3,000 annually, the owners 

of the park will receive a percentage of the receipts above the 

rental price. VVhile the club will take over the concessions for 

the entire year, it was with the understanding that it will enter 

into an agreement with the owners of the Wilmington °Clippers 0 

Football team as to the concessions during the football season. 

The Wilmington baseball team will have the use of the field 

from April 1 to Sept. 15 of each year, and the "Clippers" will lease 

it for the following football season. Whenever the club is not 

Playing home games, the park can be rented by the owners for concerts, 

entertainments, and other outdoor entertainments. (9) 

Included in the general contract award was the construction 

of a large movable bandstand and shell and stage for the presentation 

of the concerts, outdoor plays, and spectacles. 

J. George Stew~rt, chairman of the building committee, and 

John F. Mullins, arc~itect, presented a tabulation of the 28 bids 

rece:tved, and Mr. Stewart also submitted an estimate of the receints 

and expenditures in connection with operation of the park. Mr. Stewart 

will supervise the grading and sodding work and look after the 

en~ineering details. (9) 

The grandstand will seat 3,600 persons and will have a row 

of boxes in front. The walls are to be of concrete, and the framing 

and roof supports will be of steel. Individual seats will be 

constructed in the grandstand, with the seats in the bleachers going 

to the first comers, as usual. The dressing rooms and other auxiliary 

buildings will be of concrete. 

In general construction the new stand will be somewhat similar 

to the enclosed stand at Delaware Park. Bleacher seats will ac

commodate 4,500 persons, with more being added if the occasion demands. 
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About ~;80, 000 vmrth of stock in the park has been sub

scPibed, and an intensive effort will be made to sell additional 

stock. The directors votea to increase the capitalization to 

300,000 of' preferred stock and additional common stock to finance 

the enterprise. It is expected, now that actual construction has 

started, that numerous persons will desire to subscribe to shares 

.n the venture that is to give Wilmington a commanding place in 

the sphere of sports. (9) 

Ground for the pirk vas hroken on February 12, 1940 by Mayor 

Bacon. Several directors of the club were present at the ceremony. 

:!:twas also announced that the Wilmington Baseball Club, Inc., will 

open offices in this city in the near future . 

Negotiations have practically been conmleted for an exhibition 

game with the Chicago White Sox, of the American League , on June 10. 

The contest will be piayed under the lights . The Athletics, parent 

team of the local nine, also will be booked for a game later in the 

season, and effort is being made to secure a National League team 

for a third e~hibit1on . 

Reports received from Sanford, N. c., are that the club will 

train in a modern plant with lighting facllities. This was done to 

accustom the players to the Ileigs, as a majority of the team's 

exh1bitions and learue encounters are to be played under the lights . 

(10) 

Organized. baseball is no novelty in Wilmington, although the 

best records of loce.l teams were secured :!.n non-organized baseball, 

euch as the almost forgotten Quicksteps of the late 19th century, 

and the bitter rivals, the Wilmington A. A. and Wilmington B.B. teams , 

of the beginning of the present century. Wilmington's first plunge 

into organized baseball waco its tlantic League team of the late 19th 

century. For a number of years, Wilmj:ngton was represented in the 
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~ri~State League. 

During the war, the Harlan Plant was in a Shipyard League, and 

~orsby, Merkle, and Joe Jackson are listed in their boxscores. 

With the building of a new stadium, and an earnest effort 

to provide a winning team, it would seem that baseball will experience 

a long-delayed revival in Wilmington. 

Sources 

( 1) Journal-Every__ Evenini~, iilmington, Del. 8-17-1939: Sport page. 

( 2) Journal-Every Evenin.P:, Wilmington, Del. 8-:27-1939: Snort page. 

( 3) ,Journal-F.ver;y: Evening, Wilmington, Del. 10-14-lf139: Sport pae;e 
and Editorial 

( 4) ,Journal-Every__ Evening, Wilmi gton, Del. 12-8-1939: S1ort Page. 

( 5) nornini;r News, ~ilmi.,,.,gton, ne1. 12-20-1939: Sport page. 

( 6) ,Journal - Every__ Evening, Wilmington, Del. 12-29-1939: Page 1, 
e.nd Editorial. 

( 7) l\_ornin Nev s, Wilmington, Del. 1-1-1940: Snort page. 

(8) I.lorninr: News, Wilmington, Del. 2-8-1940: Page 1. 

( 9) .:ornin~ News, Wilmington, Del. 2-12-1940: Sport page, page 1. 

(10) Journal-Every Evening, Wilmington, Del. 1-24-1\-)40: Snort pages. 

1,L.Jf. 
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Delaware Encyclopedia 

SUMEARY OF IJITSTRUCTIONS FROM NASHINGTON 

AkERICAN ENCYCLOPEDIA SERIES 

The series will consist of 52 volumes which will be compiled by each 
State and also will include volumes from New York City, District of 
Columbia and territories outside U.S. A. 

The books will be uniform containing a maximum of 800,000 words and 
800 pages in alphabetical order with cross-references. 

An Introductory Essay will describe the contemporary scene of the 
State in terms of resources, industrial and agricultural development, 
and present-day government. 

A list of Annual Events, Points of Interest, Famous Firsts, Historical 
Chronology and Table of Voting in presidential elections should also 
appear in the book, with cross-references. 

Illustrations will be confined to a folding map to show the most 
important features of the State, and three small county maps. 

Two Indices will be included, consisting of a topical index of the 
major topics of the book, and a alphabetical index devoted to names of 
places or people. 

Bibliography will be topically arranged following the topical index. 

Biographical material should be secured from the following sources:-
1. Dictionary of American Biography--if dead 
2. Who's Who in America--if living 
3. Who's Who in American Art 
4. American Men of Science 
5. Who's Who in Government 
6. Who's Who Today in the Music World 
7. Living Authors and Authors Today and Yesterday 
8. American Women: The Official Who's Who Among the 

Women of the Nation 
9. Who's Who in Law 

10. Who's Who in the Clergy 
11. Who's Who in Commerce and Industry 
12. Who's Who in the Theatre 
13. The American Labor Who's Who 

An inclusive list should be made of notable people born 
in the state who have made major contributions in their 
particular field. Any other biographical sources used 
should be submitted to Washington explaining the reason. 
Source books may be obtained from Washington if not 
available locally. 
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Delaware Encyclopedia 

SUMMARY OF INSTRUCTIONS FROM WASHINGTON 

AMERICAN ENCYCLOPEDIA SERIES 

BIOGRAPHICAL (CONTINUED) 

Distinguished persons may appear in several sources--see method of 
procedure in Letter No. 2. 

Delaware Topical Heads have been revised as follows: Agriculture, 
Archeology, Architecture, Arts and Crafts, Biographical Sketches, Cities, 
Towns and Villages, Conservation and Reclamation, Counties, Education, 
Ethnic Groups, Flora and Fauna, Folk-lore, Geology, Government, History, 
Housing, Industry, Connnerce, Finance and Labor, Lakes, Rivers and 
Mountains, Medicine and Public Health, Milita and :Navy, Natural Resources, 
Penology, Place Names, Points of Interest, Political History, Press 
and Radio, Public Utilities, Recreation, Religion, Science, Social 
elfare, Societies, Sports and ~ransportation. 

It is suggested that 5x8 cards be used as a cross index to regular 
file and arranged alphabetically in treating the Topical Heads. 
The following information should appear on these cards: Title of article, 
Length of article, Date written, Person who wrote it, Character (complete? 
reliable? checked? comments?) Evaluation should be done by editors. 

This index inventory should give a estimation of the material 
gathered, material available, need of rechecking and verification 
and anticipated requirements. 

The following six topics should be treated first: 
1. Biographical Sketches 
2. Cities, Towns and Villages 
3. Counties, Townships and Parishes 
4. Education 
5. Lakes, Rivers and Mountains 
6. Place Names 

These topics will occupy more than half of the space in the final 
book, so it is imperative to prepare them before any other topics. 

It is also important that sources should be clearly indicated. 

Almanacs, Yearbooks, American Yearbook, 1938, Social Work Yearbook, 
V,orld Almanac, and National Almanac and Yearbook are suggested sources 
for material. 

Washineton will prepare a list of standard works on statistical 
material. We are expected to submit lists of State publications that 
we use. 

Highly technical terninology should be avoided and great stress should 
be given to items that portray difference rather than similarity. 

Contemporary factual materials are essential while historical 
backgrounds of any activity should be brief. 
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(continued) Delaware Encyclopedia 

SUMMARY OF INSTl\UCTIONS FROM WASHINGTON 

AMERICAN ENCYCLOPEDIA SERIES 

Washington requests an inventory of all manuscripts in our files 
which have been assembled from the beginning of this project to 
December 31, 1938, allowing until March 1, 1939 to complete the 
inventory. 

The encyclopedia will not go to Washington until it is in pre-final 
typescript which leaves the entire responsibility with the State 
Directors and the Regional Office. 
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Letter £JO. 1 

Digest of Condensed Outline 

AMERICAN El CYCLOPEDIA SERIES 

General Information 

Series will consist of 52 volumes. 
(a) One volume for each state. 
(b) One volume for New York City. 
( C) One volume for District of Columbia. 
( d) One v olume for territories outside U.S.A. 

The books will be uniform and encyclopedia proper should be 
strictly alphabetical with cross reference information. 

800,000 words--800 pages. 

Contents should also consist of: 

_I_n_t_r_o_d_u_c_t_o_r~y._E_s_s_a_y_--describing contemporary scene in state, 
rather than impressionistic description. 
(a) In terms of resources. 
(b) Industrial development. 
(c) Agricultural development. 
(d) Present day government. 

Annual Events--with cross reference. 

Points of Interest--with cross reference--treat fully. 

Famous Firsts 

Historical Chronology 

Table of Voting in presidential elections. 

Illustrations--folding map showing most important features of 
state and small county maps. 

Indices (two) 
(a) Topical index. 
(b) Alphabetical index of places and people. 

Bibliography--topically arranged, following topical index. 

Treatment of people (undecided) ? relation to events. 
? brief biographical notes. 

Suggested treatment--assemble data on cards and use this proce
dure: 

of people (a) Use names from Dictionary of American 
BiographX if person is dead. 



Letter No. 1 (continued) 

Di0est of Condensed Outline 

Page 5 

AMERICAN ENCYCLOPEDIA SERIES 

2.:3 "\.. 

(b) vfuo' s 'Who in America if person is 
living. 

(c) Exception to the rule--reason must be 
indicated if other sources are used. 

Sup;f~es.t~d treatment--5x8 card::1 recommended as cross index to regular 
file--arrange in alphabetical order according to 

of Topi_c_aJ_ Heads major topical heads then divide into sub-heads • 

Purpose of IndeJ: 

• Note following information on cards: 
(a) Title of article. 
(b) Length of article. 
(c) Date written. 
(d) Person who wrote it. 
(e) Character? Complete? Reliable? CheclcedY 

Comments? (Evaluation should be done by 
editors) 

Inventorx--(a) 
-- (b) 

( C} 
(d) 

Estimation of work done. 
Indication of material available. 
Need of rechecking and verification. 
Anticipated requirements. 
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Digest of Condensed Outline 

AMERICAN ENCYCLOPEDIA SERIES 

Biographical Material-- r ~ ed in Letter No. l} 
Use names of persons secured from following sources:

(a} Dictionary of American Biography--if dead. 
(b) Who's Who in America--if living. 
(c) Compile a inclusive list as possible of notable people born 

in the state. People who have made major contributions 
in their particular field. Where the state has a 
legitimate right to claim them as its own. 

The following books should be used as sources:

(1) Who's Who in American Art. 
(2) American Men of Science. 
(3) Who's Who in Government. 
(4) Who's Who Today in the Music v"Jorld. 
(5) Living Authors and Authors Today and Yesterday. 
(6) American Women: The Official Who's Who Among the Women of 

the Nation. 
(7) Who's Who in Law. 
(8) Who's Who in the Clergy. 
(9) Who's Who in Commerce and Industry. 

(10) Who's Who in the Theatre. 
(11) The American Labor Who's Who. 

Any other biographical sources used should be submitted to 
Washington explaining the reason for using them. Too much 
time should not be spent on highly specialized Who's Who 
and particularly "vanity publications." 

Distinguished persons may appear in several sources--see method 
of procedure in Letter No. 2. 

Source books may be obtained from Washington if not available 
locally. 

Revised list of Topical Heads--see Letter No. 2 

First Topics to be treated--The following six sections: 

1. Biographical Sketches 
2. Cities, Towns and Villages 
-3. Counties, Townships and Parishes 
4. Education 
5. Lakes, Rivers and Mountains 
6. Place Names 

These topics will occupy more than half of the space in the final 
book, so it is imperative to prepare them before any other topics. 
It is important that sources should be clearly indicated. 
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Digest of Condensed Outline 

Ar1 ERICAN ENCYCLCPEDIA SERIES 

Place Names 

Their Derivations and Meanings 

Page 7 

Of states, mountains, rivers, lakes, etc. (See details-Letter No.2) 

Suggested Sources 

Almanacs and Yearbooks 
American Yearbook, 1938 
Social Work Yearbook 
World Almanac 
National Almanac Yearbook 

Statistical Material 

Washington will prepare a list of standard works. We are expected 
to submit lists of state publications that we use. 

Some General Principles 

Highly technical terminology should be avoided as the encyclopedia 
is intended for the use of the general public and schools. 

Greatest stressshould be given to items that portray difference 
rather than si~ilarity. (See details-Letter No. 2) 

Contemporary factual materials are essential. Historical back
grounds of any activity should be brief. 

Amplify the American processes of work--the way things are done-
what is done. 

The factual portrayal of the state is important but people should 
not be neglected. 
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Letter No. 3 

Digest of Condensed Outline 

AMERICAN ENCYCLOPEDIA SERIES 

Work Method 

Washington will not expect to see the encyclopedia before it is 
in pre-final typescript. The entire responsibility will rest 
with the State Directors with assistance from the Regional 
Office when required. 

First Topics to be Treated 

1. Biographical Sketches 
2. Cities, Towns and Villages 
3. Counties, Townships and Parishes 
4. Education 
5. Lakes, Rivers and Mountains 
6. Place Names 

Treatmen~ of Topics 

See Letter No. 3 for detailed treatment. 

Index of Materials 

Washington requests an inventory of all manuscripts in our files. 
All material should be assembled from the beginning of this project 

to December 31, 1938, and allow until March 1, 1939 to complete 
the inventory. 

Method of Reporting this Inventory to ·~ashington--see Letter No. 3 







u r ro p 7: 

due t1on 
17 2-



- .. 

l. - 10 t 

ti : bl1o hool 
17 - 1 0 



- -

•l • 



- - u bl 
0 

ho 







- - u 



I 
t ). , 
r 



• • 
11e .xs • 

b7 •.--._,.-MM1iilll' 

e • arch l, l • 

C1 t n r 

• 
t • 4 ln 1 , 

l " C 

tn 

lot 

11ft 

• l 

ton 

t 

taclllt •• ar ol"d 

w1 thlrtJ 

l'. ot ,,. 
r 11 ha•1 bU11 

s~ZtJ 

la 

•1• 
ts 

tthew 

lrat 

tot e lal 

or ot the 

t t•• 
1 • . .,.. 

to• 

by that tl 

1 

1'10. 

l , 

, 
• 
to 

, 

ct1 

with 

1ta ua at 0 th and 

t e tom. NI t th • oun41ng 

va11 el•• ot the adv t .. 
th• -

aohea, 

C 1!7 r r ctl el a1n uctaa a l1 



• 

• 

eol 

• 

.. 
a 

• 

-

• 1 • 

ft OOJt'IOl-e 

~HJ•• tlnal.17 took 

'U tou ' 

7 

at mtMma ot 

lJ' 

., 
&It N~!IM:lOIUlt OUltalO 

••••Ml 
• 

.... 
at th1 

lt 

t 

to U. lq .ai11t, 

u•trl .. •r• atut 

v•iaaa..a,Uf!I, taoto 

• • 
aoto17 

I. 

., ,ooo 0 

1nu 

• 
taoto17 

t 4utf0 • 

lDONU 

1"&11roa4. 

-u~uu attnote4 

1n l '77 

oaJNaGDlt ... ""'.-~-

taotoa-, 

-1 

8014 

•• 
• 

tll 18 , 

"" latel.7 

1n until t 

• 

/ 



i 

1111 

l 



Page 4 
File ,Jo. X-261. 

In 1922, Mr. Sheldrake sold out to Satter.field and McKnatt, 

ho operated the f ctory for sever l years. After lying 

idl fer several years, the factory as sold to R. Vane; 

ho dismantle it. 

In 001, E. c. R~ese uilt a larg3 cann ry, which 

h operated until about 1930. Tomatoes and Peas being the 

main crop canned. 

In 1911, the Harr1Il8ton Canning Company as started 

by a group o.f Harrin ton bus1n-,ss men, who rax 1 t until 

1921, and then sold it to the present owner, •• Vena, 

who has oper ted it continuously since he purchased 1t. 

1omatoes and string bean being the principle crops canned. 

Da1.ry1ng, o on- o th main sources of income of 

the farmers 1n th1 locality, had its start in 19151 ihen 

th Supplea, Wills, Jones Company of Philadelphia, opened 

a milk cooling st tion in Harrington. 1th the openi ot 

the cooling t tion, dairy farming soon forged to the .front 

and today Harrington is one of the largest milk shipping 

cent rs on the Eastern Shore. The milk after being cooled 

is loade into la s-11ned express cars and rushed ·in 

Philadelphia, 

Realizing the need of a Chamber of Commerce in 

H rr1ngton, group of business men in J ue.ry, 19231 met 

and organized the present vhamber , mich from that time 

up to th present h s d voted 1t s time and energy to th 

betterment of the town. The Chamb r being instrumental in 

having the Sol Edmon Shirt Company locate here in 1927. 

The Company erecting a factory building at a cost ot 

301 000,00, and have given year-round employment to about 

to hundred orkers ever since its start. 





.t'age o File NO. x-201 • 

ccrner of' what ta now known as Mechenic and Dorman 

streets. In 1884, the need of larger and better school 

facilities becom ng apparent, a new school house was 

built at a cost of ~6,uou.oo. 'l'he building was of frame 

construction and was built 1111111 shape, with six roome and 

e.ccommoda tions for six teachers and 40U pupils. 'l'his 

school was in use until 1912, when it too became too 

small for the then fast gro"i'ring town and construction v,as 

started on the building that is still in use. ~his school 

cost i26,uuo.ou to erect end has fourteen rooms. In 1929, 

a new addition was added at a cost of :ii,lb5,ouu.ov, the 

addition containing 13 rooms and a large auditorim. •1·0-

day, Harrington with its fine new red brick school is the 

educational center for 14 school districts, the area of 

which is 80 square milAs, the outlying districts having 

been consolidated shortly after the ccmpletion of the new 

addition in 1929. 

Churcnesof the following religious faithe are 

found in Harrington: Methodist ~piscope.l, Methodist 

~rotestant, ~piscopal, Holiness, and ~azarene, the Me~hodist 

~piscopa1 being the oldec,t strllcture in the to•m, being 

bull t in 1870. 

While Harrington today cannot be classed as an 

industrial center, tbere are located in the town all the 

representative industries of this section. A weekly news

paper, the Herrington Journal is published and maintains 

a job-printing shop. '!'here are two banks in the tcvn, 'l'he 

First ftationa1 Bank and the Peoples Bank. 





Wm. H. Conner 
Jul 1·s, 1940 

WILLIAM COBBETT IN i\/ILMINGTON 

BULLETINS 
Special 

Extract from Life of William Cobbett, G.D. H. Cole, 

page 51-55, pa e 68. 

Cobbett landed in America early in October, 1792, and) 

after visiting Philadelnhia, took up his abode for a time 

at Wilmington, a small port on the Delaware, rather less 

than thirty miles below Philadelnhia. There his first child 

was born -- a boy, who died in June, 1794, just when he 

nwas beginning to prattle." ur be,....an my youni:i: marriage 

days," he wrote later, 11 in and near Philadelphia. At one 

of these times to which I have just alluded, when life is 

always more or less in danger, in the middle of the burning 

hot month of July, I was greatly afraid of fatal consequences 

to my wife for want of sleep, she not having, after the great 

danger was over, had any sleep for more than forty-eight 

hours. All great cities, in hot countries, are, I believe, 

full of dogs; and they, in the very hot weather, keep up, 

during the night, a horrible barking and fighting and howling. 

Upon the particular occasion to which I am advertinp, they 

made a noise so terrible and so unremitted, that it was next 

to imnossible that even a person in full health and free from 

pain should obtain a minute's sleep. I was, about nine in 

the evening, sitting by the bed: 'I do think,' said she, 

'that I could go to sleep £2!!, if it were not for the dogs.' 

Downstairs I went, and out I sallied, in my shirt and trousers, 

and without shoes and stockings; and, goin to a heap of 

stones lying beside the road, set to work upon the dogs, 
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going backward and forward, and keeping them at two or three 

hundred yards' distance from the hose. I walked thus the 

whole night, barefooted, lest the noise of my shoes might 

possibly rea~h her ears; and I remember that the bricks of 

the causeway were, even in the night, so hot as to be dis

agreeable to my feet. My exertions produced the desired 

effect: a sleep of several hours was the consequence; and, 

at eight o'clock in the morning, off I went to a day's 

business which was to end at six in the evening."l 

It is extraordinarily difficult to give any picture of 

Cobbett's wife. He spoke and wrote of her often. 11 0ne 

hair of her head, 11 h,e said, 11 is more dear to me than all 

the other women in the world." He was, in later years, 

always telling his children, who were very loving children 

to both their parents, how wonderful a mother they had. 

But, save in his account of the ideal qualities of a wife 

in Advice to Young Men -- clearly a picture of his own -

he tells us little of her, and this account is rather of 

her qualities than of her personality. Visitors to Botley 

in later years, including Miss Mitford, the novelist, and 

Tom Moore, the oet, spoke of her very highly. She was a 

homely woman, an admirable housewife, wrapned up in her 

family, and intensely in love with and anxious for her 

husband. He did not, as we shall see, talk to her much 

about his public affairs. She was not a nolitician, or 

an educated woman. She managed his house and made for him 

a home, often under conditions of the ~reatest difficulty. 

He had always, when the affa rs of the world upset him, a 

1. Advice to Young Men, par. 166. 

.1 
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harbour in which his tranq 0 ility was restored. 11 The truth 

is," he wrote many years later., "that, throughout the whole 

of this long time of troubles and labours, I have never 

known a single hour of real a.nxiety; the troubles have been 

no troubles to me; I have not known what lowness of spirits 

meaned; I have been more gay, and felt less care, than any 

bachelor that ever lived. 'You are always in spirits, 

Cobbettl' To be sure; for why should I not? Poverty I 

have always set at defiance, and I could., therefore, defy 

the temptations of riches; and, as to home and children, I 

have taken care to nrovide myself with an inexhaustible store 

of that sobriety which I am so strongly recommending my 

reader to provide himself with. 11 1 

Cobbett gives a ,further picture, in Advice to Young Men, 

of the conditions of his early married life. 11 Till I had a 

second child, no servant ever entered my house, though well 

able to keep one; and never, in my whole life, did I live 

in a house so clean, in such trim order., and never have I 

eaten or drunk., or slept or dressed, in a manner so perfectly 

to my fancy, as I did then. I had a great deal of business 

to attend to, that took me a great nart of the day from home; 

but whenever I could spare a minute from business, the child 

was in my arms. I rendered the mother's labour as light as 

I could; any bit of food satisfied me; when watching was 

necessary, we shared it between us; and that famous Grammar 

for teaching French people English, which has been for thirty 

years, and still is, the great work of this kind throughout 

all America and in every nation in Europe, was written by 

1. Advice to Youn [en, par. 92. 

'j_ 
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by me in hours not employed in business, and in great part, 

during my share of the night watchings over a sick, and then 

only, child, who, after lingering many months, died in my 

arms. 111 

The writing of this famous Grammar arose out of the 

occupation by which Cobbett first earned his living in the 

United States. He always strongly urged emigrants, before 

committing themselves in a new country to a settled way of 

life, to find some temporary work which would keep them 

until they had given themselves time to look round and find 

their real place. His own immediate design on landing in 

America was to maintain himself by putting some of his new

found knowledge to good use. He had learned French thoroughly: 

he had mastered English. Well and good: he could employ 

both his accomplishments by setting up as a teacher of English 

to the numerous Frenchmen who were flocking to the United 

States. His bent for teaching he had shown already. While 

he was in New Brunswick, he had constituted himself volunteer 

instructor to many of his colleagues. "When I was in the 

army," he wrote later, ttr made, for the teaching of young 

corporals and serjeants, a little book on arithmetic; and it 

is truly surprising in how short a time they learned all that 

was necessary for them to know of that necessary department 

of learning. 11 Cobbett had, all through his life, the itch 

to be teaching his fellows. 

Cobbett's first occupation in America was the teaching 
J 

of English to French emigres, mostly moderate Republicans, 

1. Advice to Young Men, par. 161. 
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who had fled to America after the fall of the Girondins. 

Before long he moved to Philadelphia, a better centre for 

his work; and there he remained for more than six years. 

His first work, written in French to aid his students, was 

the book mentioned above. It was entitled Le Tuteur Anglais, 

an English grammar written in French. This was not actually 

published until 1795; but it seems clear that Cobbett used 

it, as he had used his Arithmetic in the army, making his 

pupils copy out of the book and get it by heart -as a means 

of learning the rules of the language. The little volume 

afterwards had an enormous circulation. Reprinted in France 

" under the title Le Maitre Anglais, it passed through forty 

or more editions, and was still widely used in a revised 

form half a century after the author's death. He had trouble 

more than once over pirated editions revised without his 

sanction.l 

Cobbett, in his later years, thought poorly of the book, 

which he described as "a very hasty production11 ; 2 but he 

claimed for it -- what was indeed the cardinal virtue of all 

his writings -- the quality of 11 clearness, and of making the 

learner see the reason of the rules." "It is esteemed,u he 

wrote, nbecause its ideas are simnle, and because it apneals 

to the reason of the scholar."3 

His teaching work was, apparently, fairly remunerative, 

and he estimated his earnings from it at about b 330 a year, 

1. P.R., February 21st, 1818. 
2. Ibid. 
3. P.R., December 6th, 1817. 

) 
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then a considerable sum. But, in addition to it, he be~an 

to get his hand in for ori~inal writing by a ~ood deal of 

translating. Of one book which he translated, Martens on 

the Law of Nations, he write1 as follows, showing that his 

habit of industry remained with him to the full. 

"I translated it for a quarter of a dollar (thirteen

uence halfpenny) a page; and, as my chief business was to go 

out in the city to teach French people English, I made it a 

rule to earn a dollar while my wife was getting the breakfast 

in the morning, and another dollar after I came home at night, 

be the hour what it mi~ht; and I have earned many a dollar 

in this way, sittin£ writing in the same room where my wife 

and only child were in bed and asleep." 

So far, Cobbett 1 s American career is uneventful enough. 

He was doing well; for, as he wrote, "this country is good 

for etting money, that is to say, if a uerson i~ industrious 

and enterprising. 11 He made friends also, especially among 

the French; but he did not like the country or the ueople. 

In 1794 he described the Americans, or at least the Phila

deluhians, as a "cheatin, sly, roguish gang. 11 He planned 

a removal to St. Domingo or Martinique, and even a return to 

Enaland within a few years. But perhaps the discontent 

manifest throughout his letters of this time came of his mis-

fortunes of the death of his son, of the still-birth of a 

second. He was to have many adventures before he left the 

United States. 
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Two had left England: four ret rned. Cobbett's first 

child, as we saw, died at Wilmington in the early days of 

his residence in America, and a second was still-born. But 

in 1795 he had a daughter, whom he named Anne, and in 1798 

a son, William. 

Bibliography: 

Cole, G.D. H. The Life of William Cobbett. With a chanter 
on 11 Rural Rides" by F. E. Green. London: N. Collins 
Sons & Co., Ltd., 1925. 458 P• p. 51-55, 68. 



- 1 - Social Ethnical Survey 

Foreign Language Press :i.n America 

Explantory note: 

Questionnaire for the Use of 
Supervisors and Field Workers 

This questionnaire is to be used as a guide in 

gathering material for local studies of the foreign lan

guage press. These studies will embrace all daily and 

weekly newspapers printed in languages other than English. 

They will also include the few newspapers printed in 

English but devoted to the interests of immigrant groups, 

such as the Irish, West Indian Negroes, etc. They will 

not include monthlies, trade journals or house organs. 

The questions on the following pages are to 

be fully answered, point by point, for: (a) the oldest 

(first) newspaper (daily or weekly) in the language as

signed; (b) those newspapers that had the longest life; 

(c) contemporary newspapers. Newspapers of short dura

tion or of little importance in the life of a group, 

should be listed, and information should be supplied in 

condensed form particularly for points 1, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 10. 

First issues of the oldest newspapers and in

teresting front pages, or their photostatic (or photo

graphic) reproductions, should be obtained wherever 

possible. These are to be used as illustrations. 
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Questionnaire 

The following questions should be answered sep
aretely for each newspaper. Questions on which 
satisfactory answers cannot be obtained should be 
marked "unobtainable." 

1. When was the paper founded, and where? Give exact 

date and address. Describe the house, where possible, 

and locality (workers' section, foreign quarter, etc.). 

Any unusual circumstances connected with the founding 

of the paper should be described. 

2. Who were the founders (groups, clubs, etc.), the 

publishers and the editors of the paper? Were they 

immi0rants or native-born of immigrant parents? Why 

did they leave their country? Did they play an im

portant role in the life of their colony here, or 

in American public life, or after severing connection 

with their paper? (For instance, Rossoni, one of the 

editors of the IVN/ paper, Proletario, became minister 

under Mussolini; and another (Serrati), became the 

leader of the Socialist Party of Italy, etc. 

3. Capital with which the paper started (if possible to 

obtain). 

4. How was the paper issued? As a daily, semi-weekly 

or weekly? Note shifts in issuing the paper. Some

times weeklies became dailies, and vice versa. Give 

dates of such changes. 
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5. Give the number of paees, and the circulation at 

various periods--its rise and decline. Give the 

dates of smallest and largest circulation. When 

did the decrease in circulation set in? (This in

formation can be obtained partially from old issues 

of the International Year Book of the Editor and 

Publisher, Ayres Handbook, etc.) 

6. If the paper disappeared give date, how long it 

existed and reason for disappearance. Was it re

vived 'JUder another name, or replaced by a similar 

paper? If paper merged with another publication, 

3ive date and details, and whether the paper with 

which it merged had the same or a different policy. 

7. 1Nhat was or is its tendency, purpose or policy? 

(propagandistic or informative, political or party 

paper, educational or cultural, fraternal, union or 

society organ.) Was or is it edited down to its 

readers or does it try to be "intellectual?" does 

or did it work for Americanization? Does or d~d it 

emphasize sports or support the labor movement or 

nationalist movements here and abroad, or religious 

and cultural traditions? Was or is this newspaper 

for or against the national policy of the covernment 

of the country of origin; was or is it more concerned 

w th the interests of the foreign colony here? 

8 . The social status of its readers (whether workers, 

skilled or unskilled, business people or intellectuals). 
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9. Give the proportion of the news devoted to local news 

of the group, local news of the community in general, 

national news oft is country, and foreign news. 

Describe the nature of the foreign news. Give also 

the proportion of news devoted to politics, labor, 

religion and cultural activities (including folk 

arts and folklore). 

10. What was or is the paper's attitude in important 

national events and emergencies, such as the Civil 

War (if it existed at that time), the World War, 

the New Deal, the WPA, etc., toward such personali

ties as Theodore Roosevelt, Woodrow Wilson, Franklin 

Delano Roosevelt; toward the split in the labor 

movement (CIO, AFL)? 

11. Was or is the paper subsidized directly or indirectly 

by groups or parties abroad, or in this country? (See 

following Question.) 

12. Had or has it advertisements; what kind, what was 

the proportion of advertising pages to the news 

pages? What was or is the influence of the adver

tisements on its editorial policies? Does it or 

did it publish advertisements for large corporations 

or government institutions, or enterprises such as 

national railroads, shipping lines, tourist offices, 

national and international fairs and exhibitions, and 

does or did it get gratis news services from foreign 

news agencies? 



- 5 -

13. Does or did the paper support or oppose local bosses, 

individual leaders, abuses, ward heelers, Tammany, 

Hagueis:r.i, etc.? 

14. Does it maintain the purity of the mother tongue, 

extent of unification of the local dialect terms of 

the various sections of the home country into a 

comr,on native language, penetration of American terms 

into the language used in the paper? How and to 

what extent, and in what lines, did the language 

gradually become corrupted by American-English in

gredients? 

15. Did or does this paper have an English language column 

or section? When and how many years after the founda

tion of the paper did this English section start? Was 

it abandoned, and if so when? 

16. Characteristics or curiosities of make-up, format and 

size, typoeraphy, layout, titles, similarities in name 

and appearance to important foreign papers, "feuilletons. 11 

Does the paper use photos, illustrations, cartoons, or 

comic strips, and when did it start them? 

17. How did or does the newspaper get its news?--A.P.; U.P.; 

Havas, Wolff or Deutsches Nachrichten Bureau, City News 

service, Federated Press, Hearst's international or 

universal services, from Legation releases, from clubs, 

associations, etc., from foreign correspondents, from 

foreign papers received here, or by pilfering English 

language newspapers. 
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18. Trace the migration of the paper (for instance from New 

York to Chicago and back), or whether newspaper is pub

lished outside of the metropolitan area and has an 

office or address here (for instance, whether the 

paper is printed or published in New Jersey and read 

mainly in New York and vice versa) . 



Bibliography 
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NEWSPAPER HISTORY 

SUSSEX COUNTY 

The lowermost county of the three, almost exhausted 

the vocabulary of homely, hand descriptive names in labelling 

her streams and waterways, that are legion, and comprise the 

Delaware Bay and the Atlantic Ocean, Mispillion, Cedar, Prime 

Hook, Cool Spring, Love, Middle, Miry, Ferry, Iron, Pepper, 

Turkey, Herring, Sheal's, Gray's, Broad, Coal, Tussocky, 

Little, Deep, Sum, Gravelly, Clear, St. John's, and Marshy 

Hope Creeks. In addition may be added Assawaman Bay, Pocomoke, 

Indian and Nanticoke Rivers {three Indian names), the latter 

the only major Delaware waterway emptying into the Chesapeake 

Bay. There, too, is the suggestive names, Big Ditch, Cape 

Inlopen (Henlopen), Vineyard, Prat's and Herman's Choyce, 

Kimball's Neck, Johnson's Delight (in addition to the tangle 

of Dutch and Swedish titles). Pilot Town (now Lewes) was 

named for the reason that it was the home of Delaware River 

pilots. It fitted exactly. William Penn's secretary added 

another explanatory as well as euphonious appellation to his 

tract near Lewes, calling it "Welcome Settlers" after the 

title of the ship that brought the Quaker proprietor to Dela

ware in 1682. In contiguous sections are found the names the 

Fancy, Fairfield, Delight, Colline's Purchase, Harte's Range, 

Owner's Delight, Strife, Maiden's Plantation, Walker's Folly, 

Ralph's Delight, Abe's Folly, Reed's White Mould, Rich Farms, 

Penn's Manor, or Worminghurst. 

Lewes and Rehoboth Hundred had a Tower Hill on Dragon 

Creek, which was the earliest land grant in the hundred. 

Pot Hooks, Wolfe's Creek, Peach Blossoms, Sun Dial, and West 

l I 
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Sussex County 

. Chester, Middleborough, and Midway were also applied to 

tracts in that section. 

Georgetown Hundred was a part of Broad.kiln until 1833 

and most of the names applied by original granters are listed 

in that original section. There are, however, recorded 

Hound's Ditch, Inclosed, Great Drain, Ye Great Savannah; 

Georgetown, the Sussex County seat, is approximately the 

center of the county. 

Cedar Creek's name fits exactly into the self-revealing 

pattern, for the banks of the stream were lined with cedar 

trees. One plantation of 1,000 acres was known as Pleasant. 

Other large slices of the terrain were named the Fancy (1000 

acres), Marsh Patent (2000 acres), Cullin's Purchase (900 

acres), Mounty Holly (410 acres), and Porter's Folly (309 

acres), Slaughter's Neck, Fairfield (600 acres), Musmellon 

Neck, Hart's Delight, Little Graves End, Strife, Thorn Point, 

Frog's Rock, Cypress Swamp, doubtless served their purpose in 

designating the Who's Who and Where's Where in Cedar Creek. 

Cherry Tree appears in Broad Creek, as does Gumborough, 

Nanticoke, Dagsborough. There are Wimbesocom and Care's Neck, 

Assacation Neck, Third Choice, Right's Choice and Cook's 

Chance; also Peter's Choice, Adam's Folly Puzzle, Wolf Pit 

Ridge, Jacob's Inheritance, Second Thought, and Isabella's 

Choice. Pilson's Lot, Old Meadow, Rathbone, and New Ireland, 

in addition to Isabella's Choice, all of which show that the 

expression of delight, chance or choice was employed largely 

in imparting the names. 

Harold's Fortune was the first tract conveyed to a settler 
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Sussex County 

in Broad.kiln Hundred (1682). Stretcher's Hall also took the 

name of its original owner. Green Meadow, Jersey Branch, 

Prine Neck Creek, White Oak Plantation Stretcher's Island, 

Rich Farms, Dreams, Pemberton Branch, Maiden's Plantation, 

Come-by-Chance, Ralph's Delight, Walker's Folly, Reed's VVhite 

Mould, Cave Neck were applied to the chief points of the Hun

dred in the early days of the Eighteenth Century. 

Indian River folks were strong for descriptive titles. 

Here, too, land was distributed with lavish prodigality. 

Long Neck included thousands of acres, Brother's Venture 

(600 acres) and Good Hope (the same acreage). There, too, 

are recorded a variety of names, almost all in accord with 

the Delaware pattern of two centuries ago. Bachelor's Lott, 

Timber Hill, Cruder's Neck, Angola Neck, Bottle and Cakes, 

Robert-His-Fortune, Neighbor's Agreement, First Purchase, 

Black Savannah, Swan Creek, Saw Mill Church, Muddy and Mine 

Creeks. Shankland's Discovery and Unity Forges, hundreds of 

acres were bequeathed by their owner John Elliott to his four 

sons,three of whom bore the names of the youths who walked 

through the firey furnace unscathed: Shadrack, Mashack, and 

Abnego. The fourth heir bore the plain name, John, and per-, 

haps was glad of it. Young Man's Venture, a seemingly favor

ite title appears in Indian River Hundred and many other 

sections. Indian River was the favorite hunting and fishing 

ground of Aboriginies whose descendants (it is claimed) still 

linger in their old haunts. They long were designated "Moors." 

Ventures seem to have been the favored surname to North 

West Fork titles. There were Young Man's, Ross', Safford 1s, 

I 
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Sussex County 

Timoth's. Other names followed the usual Delaware custom in 

bestowing titles on plantations. Polks had a monopoly in 

names having fancy, regulation, Chance and Out Lot. Brown's 

and Daniel's Regulations are listed with Dublin, Advantage, 

Merritt's Discovery, Triancle, Partnership, Neighborhood 

Agreement, First Purchase, Hard Fortune, Luck by Chancy, Tur

key Point, Hog Quarter. 

Nanticoke Hundred also followed the custom of applying 

local significance to the outstanding points. There were 

Sowbridge Swamps, Forked Neck, Truthful Plain, Noble Quarter, 

Tusky Branch, Conclusion, Little Neck Branch, Double Purchase, 

Stony Branch, Ezekiel's Chance, Prospect Hill, Brown's Inheri

tance, Tyrone, Goodwill, Gum Neck, Hunting Ground, Unity Forge 

Tract, Fancy, Goodwill, Indeace. There was little inclination 

to apply Indian names to the farm tracts or waterways. 

Little Help and Twin Pen, Shad Point, Straight, in Sea

ford Hundred leave no clue to the present occupants of the 

lands or as to what their names signified. Perhaps the out-

line or boundaries of Penn's Manor may be recalled as it was 

half a mile wide by four miles long. The list of defining 

names like Venture, Choice, Discovery, and Regulation were 

drawn upon liberally. There were Cannon's Choice, Cannon's 

Regulation, Meadow and Conclusion. There were, too, Jacob's 

Choice, Kinder's Effort, Long Lot, People's Projection, Straight, 

Gibraltar, Hooper's Forest, Mulberry and Brig Landings. 

Turtle Creek may have meant that terrapin were there for 

the catching. 

Little Creek Hundred adhered to this odd nomenclature 
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Sussex Co. 

with Pick and Cull (70 acres), The Desart, Nutter's Anglum, 

Providence, Puzzleland, Advantage, King's Venture, Tussey 1s 

and Rossa, Raturn Branches, Dublin, Bee Island, White Oak 

Swamp, Cod Creek, Fishing Island, Lost Conclusion, Lodsgate 

Hall, Liberty Plain, Ricket's Delight, Advantage, Horsey's 

Enclosure, Intention and Delmar, which takes the first syllables 

of the two States, and the Wicomico River almost the only 

Indian name retained in that hundred. 

Dagsborough Hundred was named for General Dagsworthy and 

was also the birthplace of John M. Clayton, distinguished 

statesman. It was a part of Maryland until 1763. The early 

landed proprietors adopted almost entirely descriptive or ex

planatory names for the chief points in the hundred. These 

include Gumborough, Cypress Swamp, Pleasant Grove, Yellow 

Branch, Rock Hole, Timberland, Enlarged, Houston's Falls, 

Pepper Creek, Wilderness, Archibold's Discovery, Fishing Creek 

and a grant of 20,400 acres to John Hance. 

Baltimore Hundred was regarded as a part of Maryland 

until the final adjustment of the Delaware-Maryland boundary. 

Its early titles included Inlopen (Henlopen), Fenwick Island, 

Choptank, Hap Hazzard, Stockley's Adventure, Pearson's Choice, 

Tomas Dasey's Plantation, Cherry Park, Elbow Room Retreat, 

Young Man's Adventure, a favored label in the lower counties, 

Sloop Point, Blackwater, Long Lot, Dog Ear Corner, Assawaman, 

Summerfield, Crooked Lot, Choptank, Fowl's Delight, Little 

Worth, Sloop Point, Bald Eagle Roost. 

Gumborough bestowed Hound's Ditch on a small sluice, 

Newfoundland on a plantation, Pleasant Grove, Inclosed, 
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Terrapin Mill Dam, Friendship and Old Field after she became 

detached from Maryland and was taken in by the Diamond State. 

It cannot be questioned that the original settlers of 

the three counties especially those of Kent and Sussex were 

restricted in any direction in namine the places of their com

munities. It is noted that the state of mind of the emigrees 

is reflected in many of the titles chosen,such as are expressed 

in fortune, adventure, last choice, hope, realization, etc. 

Doubtless the first occupants of the land were too much other

wise occupied than holding neighborhood conferences for the 

naming of rivers, lakes, marshes, necks, kills, plantations, 

etc. On the whole however, it is not denied that they made a 

rather interesting and self-explanatory selection even though 

they obviously were not restricted by "balance" or "euphony" 

that was later sought. 

Newspaper files. 
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WILMINGTON WP A ORCHESTRA 
Carl Elmer, Conductor 

Todd Memorial 
18th and Washington streets 
Wednesday,._ August 14, 1940 

8:0v o'clock 

"National Emblem" March 

"Orpheus in tho Underworld" Overture 

"southern Roses" Waltz 

Three Selections 

1. 
2. 

3. 

l~isorere from "Il Travatore" 
Walther's Prize Son~ 

from Die Moist0rsinger" 
Farandole from "L 1Arlesienne 11 

Selection from "Irene" 

11 Sunapee II March 

--------------------------
PRESENTED BY WPA MUSIC PROGRAM 

OF THE VJORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION FOR 

DELAWARE 

--------------------------

BAGLEY 

OFFENBACH 

STRAUSS 

VERDI 

WAGNER 
BIZET 

JACOBI 

GOLDMAN 

The Orchestra will be pleased to play request numbers. 
Write your request below and hand to the conductor or 
any of the musicians. 

COMMUlTITY SING TONIGHT 





WILI.!IrGTON WPA ORC:IESTRA 

~ederal Arts Center 
<y)9 \"Jest Strca c 

'I' >•.t~1 ::: ~-&.Y: Apr :t l 4, 1 S'40 
8 : 15 P. I.i. 

"Robespierre" Overture 

Valse Espagnole II Sierra Iforena 11 

Hyr.m to the Sun from "The Golden Cockerel" 

Song "In the Silence of the Night" 

Selection from "The Vagabond King" 

INTERMISSION 

"Second Symphony" 
1~ Adagio-Allegro 
2~ Andante 
3; Nenuetto-Allegro 
4. Allegro spiritoso 

--------------------------
CARL ELiirER, Conductor 

PRESE!T'l1ED BY rIPA MUSIC PROGRf1X 

LITOLFF 

l.:P.RCHETTI 

RHISKY-KORSAEOFJ.:;, 

RACHEAlTINOFP 

FR.IML 

HAYDN 

OF THE \70Rl~ PROJECTS ADEINISTRATION FOR 

DELA',"!ARE 





WILMINGTON WPA ORCHESTRA 

Federal Arts Center 
909 West Street 

Thursday, April 11, 1940 
8:15 P.M. 

"Barber of Seville" Overture 

Waltz from the Ballet "Dornroschen" 

Selection "Un Balle in Maschera" 

Concerto in G Major 
I. Andante Con Moto 

II. Rondo-Vivace 
Miss Betty Rose Bock - Soloist 

~ .. INTERMISSION 

Scenes Poetiques 
l~ In the Woods 
2. On the Mountain 
3. In the Village 

"Rhapsody Norwegian" 

CARL EU'F'R, Conductor 

PRESENTED BY WPA l~USIC PROGRAM 

ROSSINI 

TSCHAIKOWSKY 

VERDI 

BEETHOVEN 

GODARD 

SVENDSEN 

OF THE WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION FOR 

DELAWARE 
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1940_ 

26 40 

arbara Trac 

T he focal point of t i, e_ ~r-se~v~~9..:f_ ig Quarterb in Wilmin ton 

was at t e Mot her African Union Met hodist Protestant C hurc h at 819 

French St. Centering around this Church founded June 1, 1813 the 

annual celebration comme,morates the work of Peter Spencer,a :rum 1 

Negro la man w1-o strove to free the Negro Churc1,-,es of w}~ite control. 

Tie succeeded in establis ing in 1809 at Tpird & V alnut Sts an 

independent Union Cr urc•, of African mem' ers. 

from alf a - - ----
dozen States . 'l'be largest group some 4, 200 came on Wilson Line o 

from Philadelpria, Chester_ Southern New Jersey . 

R~f . _ Clippings. 



WIUHNGTO .hi WPA ORCl-IESTRA 

Federal Arts Center 
909 r:es t Street 

Thursday, December 7, 1939 
8:15 ? . M. 

11 Jubel r, Overtu:Pe 

Suite nDance Miniature de Ballet" 

1. Allegro Grazioso 

2 . Andante Con Moto 

3 •• Tempo Di Valse 

Red Poppy Ballet "Russian Sailors Dance" 

Selection "Madame Angotn 

I NTERMISS I ON 

Symphony in B Minor Adagio Lamentoso 

Spanish Fantasie 11 A Day in Spain 11 

-------------------------

CARL ELMER, Conductor 

PRESENTED BY \:.'? A HUS IC PROGRAM 

WEBER 

ANSELL 

GLI£RE 

LECOCQU 

TSCHAIKOWSKY 

DEMERS SEMAN 

OF THE WORK PROJECTS ADMI NISTRATION FOR 

DELAWARE 

------------------------
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(St to Encyclo edlo.) 

RF..SS 

P mss and RADIO 

First ne spaper published 

1760--The ~11 n ton Chronicle 

Early ne spnpers 

1'762--The Wilmington Courant 

1'765 to 1786--The :vilmington Almano.c (interL11ttently) 

26 

1785 to 18 2--T11e Delaware 

The Faithful Continel 

zette (merged with Every Evening) 

1'7 6--Delaware Couro.nt and Wi . ngton Advertiser 

17 9--Deln arc and Eastern Shore Advertiser 

1799--tirror of the T1mos (changed to erican Wo.tcl n) 

l 03-- onitor and Wi in ton Weekly Re oaito17 

l 03--Fedoral Ark (Dover) 

1 04--Tho 1usoum of Delo.uare 

---- Wi~Jinuton iercury 

l 09--American Watchman 

1822--The Dawn 

1828--Dela are Gazette o.nd American Wntebmo.n 

1831-- Delo.~are State Journal 

1 39--Republican 

1840--Delauo.re Sentinel 

1 41--Dolo. are .epublican 

---- Tho luo en's Chickon 

---- Dole., 1 ro F rm and Io e 

---- Conference Worker 

---- il ir1Gto11an 

---- The Cathedral Chronicler 



(State Encyclopedia) 

P ESS 

P~~s and • O (continued) 

Early newspapers 

1854--The Statoama.n (sold to Journal 1855) 

1855--Dela are State Journal and Statoscan 

1859--Doln a.re P1oneor (first newopapor in Garrean lansuage) 

1866--Daily Co orcio.l 

1872--Evory Evening 

1874--Daily Republican 

1876-•Hornin · Herald 
187 --Sunday Despatch 
1880--Sunday !irror 

1 o--Wil ington Morning l ews 

1 81--Sunday Star 

1881--Freie Presoe ( German} 

1886--Evoning Journal 
1898--Sun 
1901--Dela.~aro State Nos (Dover) 

1932--Journal-Evcry Evening 

26 
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- ss 

PRESS and RADIO 

Early printers, publishers and editors 

James Adams 
Jacob A. Killon 
JSilles Wilson 
Peter Brynborg 
Samuel Andres 
Joseph Jones 
l illirun C • S :yth 
Bonsal and Hiles 
liazekia.h Iiiles 
John ll. Emeroon 
Henry c. Conrad 
Caleb P. Jolmson 
Francis Vincent 

Firnt publisher 

1761--Jaraes Adams. ?ost notable publication~ Tho Discovery, 
Settlement and present Stnte of Contuclcy, by ilson. 
After hio doath in 1792, his sons., Jamos, John, and 
Samuel carried on t he business. 

Hilea I Ree;ister--establishod by Hezekiah .Jiles :tn B lt ore. 

State newspapers (oarly) 

Uewark-Ifo\7ark Post 
Delaware Ledger 

iddletown--. iddletom1 Transcri t 

Sm:.yrna--Dela are Herald 
Smy_na Times 

llarrington--Harrington Journal 

Georgetolm--The Republican 
Peninsula A vertiser 
Union Republican 
Suaaex Journal 
Sus~ex hepublican 

Seai'ord--Soafol"d He s 

Laurol--Laurel e iater 

,fili'ord--Tho 1 ilford Chronicle 
13 newsp pers in 11l~ord since l 4 



(State Encyclopedia) 26 

P.ESS 

IO 

P SS and RADIO 

Stato ne spapers (continued) early 

Dover--Dela n e Register nnd Farmers' ago.z1na 
The Doln areo.n 
The Stnto Scntinol 
Index 
Dela nre State l e" 
Dela are Republican 

Retail associations 

Del-Jar-Va Press Association 
Independent Retailor3 Association 

naval (Bethany Boa.ch) 
Capo i onlopon 
WDUP (Private) 
WtEL - \ I.I 
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P.EoG and RADIO 

le spapers 

blish 1871 
sta 1in ed 1 o-• org d with E ry 

01::.t ·nu d in 1e04 
r. 1881 

ir.. 1881 

e eln mro F and Home , 

Radio 

3 no ·apap rn m il·'"'o: ainc 1848--c, :r· nt ne 1 •• 

u . 1:01 Chl"on· cl 

e - Va Pre~s A sociation 
Independent :etail ro ssocietion 

' v . ( Bet y Be c ) 
'enlopen 

( rivate) 
- !LI? 

er, 

26 
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gii.lning in 1873, 

in ces ro c e 

To ov re et 

f cte its p tron uS 

throo.. ni ly 1•esi:::o t to . 

o :1d tion ho " o ·orcial 11 • .. s r -

d cod n size, in 1876, the rice dro ed ~o 

o o cont from to . The~c h ro c es f lod to 

to1~ th O ,o re l" to its fo t n 

nril 2, 18'"/7 Jonk s tkinaon t e sale 

thci 

other 

p r to t e ropriet e of I w 

s , ore . orris 0 n t I•ta f VO y 

o ht the ,ob pl of -r:he "Co .. e c al' 

• J n]{i 

. l el 1 , 

d • tkinso both re tne to 

e .fox· or to ssm e edi toils ip of 

e 1 u lie tion a11 eve1 ~ ally to edi~ 

t1ons of tl e I hil olphi. 'Ye y eoti 

o.f e l t tor -::>on c.f'tor 

0 i ngton J. o lod a p tneI .ip 1 t11 yrus 

I , • :1. 1ey est lishod t 1e n al . n 

ric illn s 01· r . tkinson ;rho mo the 

ff 

Du il g 

to artner ' s 11.fo _re oed i ~o sc vice 

con ri utor d y u 11 h.1ng the recoip s for 

cooking an ou e1~oe ere the VO ue in her 

y ut .ful r ·7 ho the circul t 01 of t,e 

• Jour· 1 Upon the 1~et n of • 
on to ,.. e t ri d sk, he s d· sn ed 

ha t e olicy o the l h d o n shii'to 

f'ro the ti f' to tho 1 tell.on" d in a co Doverny 

l cdi.. .. toly ollouing, urtis so d his h lf 

nto eat in the arm Journ 1 for ~O , Pnd t once 
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r . Croaod le had ttained experience as the editor of 

a Geor et0\7Il eekly and had been city editor of the 

Daily Comm rcial" , durin its short-mived care r . r . 

Cam r on :, s a printer and served fQ business ara e.r . 

The tart sin an h ble offic 't10 rooms at No . 4 

East Third Street ; the press 1or s dooe near by in 

th office of J es 'ebb . 

r . Croasd le 1 s of the opinion tat tho public 

ould p tronize a clean, blo, in ependent fternoon 

ne sp per at one cent a cop , and '1is vie ere con-

firm d by tho popularity that came inmledi tely to the 

ne'l ventur . In the second year of its h·story, to 

"Every Evenin • ti :,as incorporated and bought tho "state 

Journ 1 ' s plant" on a.rket next door to Cit y I all and 

oved into tho office buying, in 1873, the "Journal" of 

enry Ei el, an four ye r later its rival conte porary 

the "D la,ar Daily Co erci l . The eAkly ed tion of 

the latter, "Dela:rare St te Jo rnal and Ste.tesnan" h ch 

s 1erg d ith" Dela are Tribune" , the eekly edition 

of the I ver venin " • 

The immediate ucces of "The Every enin" 

fulfill d the moot roseate expoctat·ons of its omer; 

before tho end of ito first year the circulation had 

re che the pheno. in 1 total of 6 00 copies daily . 

1th the purcha e of the "Co ercial" t e "Every ening" 

ove~ into the £armor ' office bu lding South est corner 

of ifth and • rlet tre ts . t tbis time it s decided 

ex edient to 1ncre s the size of tho paper ad raise the 
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pric to o ents - an un ise 

Ho ver, the circul tion a fe 

ove as it ,as prov d . 

month 1 ter resun ed its 

up ard trend and the "Every :venin t booed a ain . 
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Submitted by Mary Margaret Moor, 

Date February 17,1937. 

Claymont-----

Clayton------

Dover--

Georgetown--

Grubbs 

Laurel 

Lewes 

Union List of Newspapers. 

New Castle County Herald, eekly -1931-1932 -L 

A.P-25 Je-13 
Clayton Herald. weekly. veekly --1868-H -1868-L 1869- . 

Dela are Republic n. weekly 1923 ri{y-date -L 
May 4 

Delaware entinel. eekly 1885 - L 

Delaware State News.· ekly ( 1th exceptions) L 1919 

Dela are State Report r. 

Delarareen. Weekly 1850-

kly 1854 -u 

s m -wce~ly 1898-1900 

:rational Recorder. eP-kly , 820 :tstor:'-cal 

Pol1t1ca.l Prim~r; or a Horn ook to the Jackso:1ites.weekly 

st te sertinel - Jee 1,y 1876 
1804 

Con~tf tutiona.listJ or, The Def'(mder of Peoples Rights U 

Mess5.:iger, ;~ekly 1858 -TJ 

Rescue eekly 1873 

Dela are Democr t ~eekly 1882 

Dela are Inquir r Weekly L 1880 Not a,Newspaper. 

Sussex Journal. eekly. 1874 

Sussex Journal. eekly I 1874 

Sussex News !Teekly 1853 I 

Union. weekly u. -1863 

Brandywine Hunrl.recl rews. onthly I 1894 

Sussex countlan.. eekly I 1894 

Breakwater Jight. alcly I 1873 

Delaware Coast Ne • eekly --1928 

Delaware Pilot. Weekly H.1895 



ilf'ord 

Newark 

ewport 

Rehoboth 

Seaford 

Smyrna 

Wilmington 

-2- Newspapers - ~ary Margaret Moor 

Middletown Transcript. weekly H. I 18711894 

Diamond Globe. eekly 1855*H 

Diamond state and Milf'ord Beacon. weekly I-1855 

Milf'ord Argus. weekly I-1867 

Milford Beacon. weekly I-1851 

Milford Chronicle• weekly •::--1883 

OUD Mutual Friend. weekly I-186 

Peninsular News and Advertiser. ~eekly I-1873 

Delaware Ledger. eekly. I -1923 

Newark Post. Weekly I 1923 My-date 

OUr Sunbeam. Monthly 1856 u. 
Newport Enterprise. iee'dy H. 1889 

Delaware Coast Newa. weekly I 1928 

Rehoboth Beach News.-weekly 1927-K.A.Horner. editor and Pub. 

Sussex County Index. ·eekly 1879 I 

Delaware Her ld. He 1851 eekly 

Smyrn4 Teleg1:aph. Ve~klr II•l850 

Smyrna Times. V/eekly. II. -1861 

Advertiser. weekly H. 1879 

.American Watchman. _Semi-Weekly H.-1814 

American atchman and Delaware Advertiser. s-w H-1822 

.American watchman and Delaware Republican s-w H-1809 

Blue Book; or. Whig Looking-Glass. weekly. H-1840 

Blue Hen•s Chicken. weekly I-1847 

Brandywine New. weekly. I 1931 - Brandywine Bulletin (no) 



Wilmington 

Newspapers• Mary Margaret Moor 

Business Index. V/eekly. H-1876 

Christian Repositor~. ieekly I-1821 

Commonwealth. veekly H-1858 

Critique. Daily H-1872 

Daily Dela are Inquirer. Daily• U 1861 

Daily Enterp~ise. Daily H-1858 

Daily Gazette. Daily 1875 

Daily Journal. Daily• H-1874 Published by Mechanics Fair. 

Daily Journal and statesman. Daily -II 1859 (Daily Issue during 

Daily Republican. Daily H-1874 

Daily Journal and Statesman. Daily - H-1859 

Delaware Abolit onist. I-1848 (Lost) 

meeting o~ Pres. 
Gen. Asam.) 

Delaware AdvertL er a...--id Farmers Journal• veekly -H-1829 

Delarare Advertiser and Star. weekly u.-1832 

Delawar and Eastern Shore Advertiser. Semi- aekly 

Delaware Blue. Weekly. -H-1840 

Dela mre Democrat. ~eekly H-1857 

Delawgre Free Prass. veekly H-1830 

Delaware Gazette - (1786) ~ 

Delaware Gazette and neneral Advertiser (1788) ✓ 
Delaware Gazette and Peninsular Advertiser (1814-1819) 

Delaware Gazette and .American watchman {1829-1836} 

Delaware Gazette and State Journal (1884-1902} 

Delaware Intelli~encer. weekly H.-1821 

Delaware Journal. Semi-weekly H-1828 

Delaware Patriot and .American ·~atchman. semi-weekly 
1828 



Wilmington 

-4- New papers - Mary Margaret Moor 

Delaware Register• or Farmers_ Manufactors and Mechanics 

advocate. eekly 1828 

Delaware Post 1933 

Delaware Republican. Semi- eekly 1841 

Delaware State Journal. semi-weekly 1834-1882 

Delaware State Journal, statesman and Blue Hen's Chicken 
semi-weekly 1856 Ee 

Delaware Statesman H-1812 e kly 

Dela are Straight-out Trtth Teller H•1872 

Delaware Tribune. eek y 1867-1868-E. 

Del are veteran. Daily H-1887 

Dela are eekly R pubJ.ican. Semi-weekly I-1862 

Delrnarvia Leader. eekly I.•1923 

Delmarvia Monthly Rev1.e -I 1924 My 

Evening Journal. Dally I 1888 

Every Evening. ~aily 

Holiday Journal. eekly 1879-H 

Independent Delawarian I-1848 

Labor Herald. weekly 1923•I 

Mirror of the Times and General Advertiser I-1799 

Monitor and ilmington Repository. Semi-weekly H-1800 

Morning Herald,,. Daily I-1875 

Morning News 

Museum of Delaware and General 1'.dvertiser. Weekly H•l804 

Peninsular Trade Record. eekly H-1882 

statesman and Blue Hen's Chickens. weekly H-1854 

·Suburban News. Monthly I 1929 

Sun. Daily 1897-I 

( 



, 

Wilmington 

Wyoming 

-5- Newspap rs - Mary Uargaret {oor 

Sunday School worker. Bi-weekly H-1873 

Sunday Morning Star I-1881 

Times - Daily H-1884 ( 

Tygodnik Polonia.weekly I.1925 

:J ' 

Union News - eekly - 1927 K •• Horner, Editor and Publisher 

ater Witch News. Daily H•l082 

eekly Delaware state Journal - n-1856 

weekly Post H•l889 

weekly Times H-1886 

lmington Advertiser. ~eekly H-1884 

Wilmington Argus. weekly 1880 

i11mington Daily Connnerical I-1866 

ilmington Daily Gazette -E-1849 

Wilmington Daily Repub~ican 1874-1890 as daily 

Wilmington Home ·veekly • H-1855 

Wilmington Mercury (printed occasionally) 

Wilmington Morning News H-1880 

W11m1ngton1an. weekly 1882 

Wilmingtonian and Dela are Advertiser. Weekly H-1824. 

Baptist V si tor. nonthly 1870 
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PROGRA O .. TUDIES FOR JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
0 THE BASIS OF EIGHT 40 INUTE PERIODS (NET) DAILY 

NI TH YEAR 

9B Semester A Semester 

Subject Period ekly Subject Periods r·eekly 

lish 6 ~glish 6 

athemat1cs 5 a thematics 5 

Social studies 5 Social studies 5 

Scie ce 4 Science 4 

Physical ucat1on 2 hysical Education 2 

Fine Arts 2 Fine Arts 2 
rrus1c (1) sic (1) 
rt (1) Art (1) 

Practical Arts 3 Practical Arts 3 
Boys-- hop Dr • (3) Boys--Shop Draw (3) 
Girls--Cloth1ng (3) Girls•-Foods (3) 

ELECTIVES (Choose One) 5 EL ,CTIVES (Choose One) 5 
~ore! n Language F'orei Languag 

L tin, or Latin, or 
French French 

Fine Art Fine Arts 
sic, or fus1e, or 

.Art t 
Practical Arte Practic l Arts 

Boys--Shop or Dr w. Boys--Shop or aw. 
G1rls•-Foods or Cloth. Girls--Foods or Cloth. 

Activities 3 Activities 3 
Auditorium (1) Audi tori um { 1 ) 
Home Room (1) Home Room (1) 
Clubs (l) Clubs (l) 

Total 35 Total 35 
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A. Purpos of the rogram 

The purpo e oft program 1 to aid bockward pupils to live 
broader, richer. ore inte rated lives today ile at the same 
time rev alin to tb m poss1b111t1es for co tinu~d enrichment 
~n proportion to their b111t1es to ut111z such op ortunitie • 

B. !he Academic Activities 

One-half of the school time of the pupils in this class 
each day 1s given to academic activities organized as a closely 
integrated ole to the environment or out-of-school experiences 
of th pupils and the shop pro ram offer d ithin the school. 

is pro ram is organized around lar e units of life ex eriences 
such a. 'Personal eal th and Cl anlin ss, ~, "Foods in Relation to 
Healt , " "Ho Peopl Earn a Living in ilmington. ~• These unit 
re org nized on the same principles aa th social studies units 

a1ready constructed for the regular class groups. The teacher is 
urged to stress first hand situations 1n the le rning and to ake 
plication to practical hoe and community problems . Th units 

rnak provision for all noc ssn.ry learning 1n social studies, 
lan uage rts, and science. 

1. ealth 

• Physical Health--exercise and recreation 
b. ental Health and personal adjuatment proble 
c. Community he lth--sanitation. hygiene 
d. Personal bealth--hygiene and related roblems of personal 

1 v1ng 
e. O thopedics berever necessary. 

2. soc1a1 studie 

a. Understanding of co unity ct1v1ties and various inter• 
relationships 

b. ow people earn 11v1ng in 11 ington, in the State of 
Dela are, in other communities and states of a similar 
ty e 

c. Hot the community 1s governed and ho government orks 
in other communities and in the state 

a. Part1c1 t1on in the activities of the school community, 
and participation 1n problems of reconstruction in the 
larger community herever possibl 

e. Individual, personal, ocial adjustment prob1ems 



oward Prevocational (continued--page 2) 

• Science 

a . some understand1 of industrial life in the community. 
including inventions , chines. labor- saving devices . 
employment. w ea, etc . 

b . General science or any typer lated to th interests 
of the individual pupils 

c . Such science as may be needed for health, social studies , 
or e.ny of the other activities mentioned 

4 . Home- ak1ng 

• 

b . 
c . 

Foods- -their prepar tion, serving, combination to insure 
a balanced d1 t 

Clothin - construction. selection, repair, alteration 
ana ement of homc- -selection, furnishing. decorations, 

budg t , expenditure ot 1nco 

5. Fine Arts 

a . vocal ·and instrumental music 
b . Dramatic and rhythmic activities 
c. Arts and crafts 
d. Creative art ex reasion of any type suited to the 

individual. 

6 . Language Arts 

a . Reading for 1nt'ormat1on and pleasure 
b . 1de experience int e use of oral English as a medium 

of communication 
c . Limited amount of written composition of a simple typ 

related to some spec1f1c experiences 

7 . Arithmetic 

a . Limited amount of practice computation when related to 
solution of problems ari ing out of life experlenc s of 
the pupils 

c. The Shop Act1v1t1ea 

The program 1s arran ed sot at the hop act1v1t1es consum 
approximatel one-half oft e school ti ach day and consist of 
a 1de variety of types in each ye r selected on t basis of: 
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Hoard avocational (cont1nued--page 3) 

1. Interest of pupils 
2 . Importance in the immediate life of pupils 
3 •. Importance in the community 
4. General educational values 

The shops ar or anized to be of the general rather than the 
specialized typ; that 1s , they are shops in ich many different kinds 
of activ1t1e go on simultaneously•-carpentry, cobbling, painting, 
pr1nt1 , and the lik . Adequate acilit1es or provided for homemaking 
activities . 

Administration of th Pro ram 

Th responsibility tor the integration of the entire program of 
the prevocat1onal groups is centered in the Vice Principal of the 
school and the group of teach rs o have been ss1gned s instructors 
in these courses . 

OF STUDIES 

Tzy1cal Distribution of subject .atter in Schedule 

The followin t1m· allotments are typical end approximate only. 
They ere not to be considered in any way as rigid or binding. The 
very natur of th prevocational program demands the ut ost flexibility 
in schedule in d tie d1str1but1on in order that th ·ork can 
be adapted to tle needs of s ecial pupils and special groups . 

English 

Spelling 
Oral Composition 
Grammar 

Remedial R ad1ng 
(depe d upon needs 
of specific group) 

R creat1onal Reading 

Social studies 

sc1e ce 

5 periods 

Approximat ly 15 minutes a day 
l period eekly 
l period eekly--spec1f1eally g~amroar 

drill, but much incidental grammar 
2 periods for one group 
2 half periods for another group 
4 per1ods--or all their reading time 

for another group 
l period for some 
2 periods for others 
None for those hon most 

remedial reading 

5 periods for one group 
4 p r1ods for another group 

5 p riods for on group 
4 erioda for another 

1 period approximately 
(Some take their science as part ot 
Social Studies; therefore they have 
four Social studies periods , one 
Science period . Another group takes 
science asp rt of Mathematica and 
have four athematies periods, and 
one Science period . ) 



• 
o ard Prevocat1onal (cont1nued--page 4) 

hysical ducat1on l n riod 

sic l eeriod 

~ l Eeriod 

Assemblz 2 E r1ods 

Sop or Labor torz 13 E riods 

~ l Eer1od 

Home Room l 12,riod 

Total - - - 35 periods 



SOCIAL ShRVICE SURVEY 

Ha.rrnnondl 

The social service field in Delaware presents a mixture 

I 

of conditions that definitely react to curtail the possibilities 

of achievement commensurate with the opportunities therein. In 

Delaware social service activities have long been entrusted to 

persons divorced from the general state of mind of the professional 

social worker. • This in itself admits of shortcomings and failure 

forthe program. However, nothing has been done to correct the 

condition and propagate a program where maximum efficiency 

would be a determining factor in the work. 

Impartial investigation of the social agencies in -ilmington 

disclose a psuedo-sincerity i n many instances that indicate the 

lack of trained social workers. T' is perhaps is one of the 

reasons for many of the current ills of the present social 

service set-up. It is universally accepted that the true 

social worker is the less prejudiced of public workers and has 

a single objective- the correct solution of the problem. With

out this conscientious attitude social work is a farcial gesture. 

This is unfortunately true of much of the social work as done 

here. 

On the contrary there are in the field of social service 

here a few highly trained, efficient, open minded social 

workers. 1hese in most instances are handicapped by an 

unwieldy board of society 
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matrons, whose knowledge of the requirements of the work is 

nihil, or the limitations of private funds. Thus, the few 

social workers here with capabilities have little or no 

opportunity to function at their best. 

Any attempt to survey the social service fi~ld in 

Delaware would of necessity require much time, money and 

a well staffed organization. A cursory viewing of the 

picture has revealed some of the more obvious ills. These 

in the opinion of the writer are lack of centralization of 
~ .... , 

functions into one B~oRe,-, and the prejudicial attitude of 

~heads and workers. 

Quietly but plainly in a great big way a new but potent 

factor has entered the field of social rehabilitation. It is 

the JUE~ scientific social viewpoint. 1l'his viewpoint is 

based upon the sum total of all that is reason, after careful 

study and investigation, decrees to be right in ordinary 

human relationships. It is the viewpoint of the true social 

worker. It is the viewpoint derived from the necessity of 

applying the principles of sociology, economics, psychology and 

kindred subjects to the everyday life problems of individuals. 

Plainly today we have a growing profession called social 

work and a rapidly increasing army of professionals called 

social workers. '.lhese social workers maybe black, white, 

southern or northern, young or old, men or women. Color, sex, 

age, section, menn little so far as they are concerned. How

ever it is important that their training and outlook on social 

affairs be scientific. Prejudice is a disturbing factor which 
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they must always remove if they are to do their best work. 

This they have failed to do in Wilmington. Prejudice, which 

is unreasoned pre-judgment, muddles up the social worker 

and results in a false solution to the problems encountered. 

As a result there are in ~Vilmington a huge bloc of citizens 

whose brains are on the side of the~ but whose hearts are 

elsewhere. True social sciences apply with equal force to 

all human beings alike under the same set of given conditions. 

'lhus a social act that is scientifically good for the white 

amn is just as good for the~, and vice versa. True social 

workers daily face problems in which ~s, whites, and 

~sand whites are involved. If given two problems, one 

with white princples and one with Negro pinciples and the answers 

are different thoug~ conditions are identical, social workers ~ 

know that one or other of the answers is wrong. 

Prejudice, therefore, is offensive to the pride of good 

social workers because it induces the wrong answer. A social 

worker cannot be good who is always getting wrong answers. That 

is the fallacy in V1ilmington where either social worker manipulate 

conditions to justify the answers, or lack scientific training J 

whereby correct answers would be forthcoming. 

'lhe reason for the higher percentage of fairness among 

true social workers than there is among preachers, lawyers, 

doctors, journalists and other craftsmen is that part of the 

good social worker's job is to locate and destroy all the 

elements of prejudice. ~'his can be seen , not only in the 

everyday work of sterling members of this profession, but also 

in the courage which they, as a group, show when confr~ed by '3 
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the race issue. White churches, bar association, medical 

bodies, trade federations and whatnot bar the Negro, and justify 

the exclusion. For the most part elsewhere, social workers' 

organizations, do not bar the Negro, for with their training they 

cannot justify exclusion. 

Social service and its workers in wiilmington would do 

well to get out pencils and see why two and two equal four in 

some of t heir problems and equal five in certain problems 

affecting Negroes. More and more of them would discover their 

-error and prove that the agency and worker that co.;.tinues to 

get five is stupid and prejudiced. As a result of this prejudice 

local agencies have fallen far below their capabilities and 

Negroes and other groups of unfortunate citizenry have suffered 

untold misery. 

Under the present set-up each a "·ency proposes to be 

responsible for a certain phase of social service. Each agency 

has its directing executive. Obviously,this set-up should prove 

ideal but from practice here in Delaware much of the possiblities 

of fine social service h· ve been lost. 

Few of these tul'tlau s are headed by person specifically 

prepared for the type of work done and gifted with the ability 

and judgment necessary for the successful operation of the 

bureaus. Of the few being properly administered by capable 

and efficient executives much of their ability is restrained 

by unwieldy and assuming boards of directors. Each of the 

aforementioned are evils that could be remedied by centralization 

of social service under a oomm6n head with departmentalized 

supervision responsible only to the executive director. 
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,ymany cases there is no agency which can 

not refuse or accept a case on some flimsy technicality, manytimes 

leaving the hapless applicant without any place to turn for 

succor. Tb.ere is no general agency under which borderline 

cases refused by one agency can be diagnosed and solved. 'I'he 

responsiblity for cases not to theliking of any agency cannot 

be determined. This lack of a clearing house for cases of all 

types has provoke much adverse criticism from various sources. 

1nis condition could be corrected by centralization of social 

service. 

'1he present set-up has a financial handicap in that it 

requires more high salaried officials from which the - comparative 

results are less. ·J.his condition would disappear with centralization 

for under this plan a capable executive wou~d be responsible for 

the entire social service program. 

'lhere are many opponents to each plan but indications 

point to a better work being done here through centralization 

of the agencies and employment of trained social workers. 

---30----... 



Bl ATRICE KIRSHNER 

EDUCATION OF TBE COLORED POPULATION 

By Henry C.Conrad 

I\ Delaware having been a slave State, no provision was made 

slave holding days to educate the colored people. On the 

other hand every ohstacle was put in the way of their advancement 

and improvement, so that at the close of the war in 1865,a large 

number of colored children were growing up in the State without 

any school advantages, giving but little, if any more promise than 

their fatrers before them. 

\l Tofard the close of tre year 1866, after tre establishment of 

the Freedman's Bureau in Washington, and when an organization had 

been formed in the city of Baltimore lookins towaraAaiding and 

assisting the colored people of Maryland, it entered into the 

minds of several gentlemen residing in Wilmington, whose Philan

thropy and generosity were well known, to organize an association 

having for its a~m, the establishment and maintenance of schools 

for the colored people residing in ~elaware. 4 he initial meeting 

was held at the house of Williams. hilles, an influential citizen, 

on the evening of December 13th, 186c, and the follo,.,ing were pres ... 

ent: Samuel Hilles, William A. Reynolds, Thomas Kimber, William 

S. Hilles,William H. Corse, John R. Tatum, Edward Tatnall, Joseph 

Tatnall, Howard M. Jenkins, Charles W. Howland, Joseph Griffith, 

Richards. Griffith, Samuel Woolman, Ashton Richardson, and Dr. 

William R. Bullock,all residents of Wilmington, and Francis T. 

King)of Baltimore. Out of this preliminary gathering grew a public 

meeting which was held in the Scientific Room of the Wilmington 

Institute on the evening of December 27th,two weeks later. 



At this meet·ng the venerable Judge Williard Hall presided,and 

addr.esses, g1ving full particulars as to the work among the colored 

people of Maryland, were made by Francis T. King and Judge Bond of 

Baltimore, and Major General Gregary of the Freedman's Bureau. At 

a meeting held one week later, January 3rd,1867, the "Delaware Associ

ation for t be Moral Improvement and hducation of the colored people" 

was regularly organized with Thos.Kimber as President, and Wm. R. 

Bullock as Secretary. 

' At that meet ng the number of colored schools in the State were 

reported as seven. Three in Wilmington, one at Newport, one at Odessa, 

and two at Camden. Contributions were asked from persons interested 

in the work of the Freedman's Bure eu and other charitable disposed 

associations was solicited and the progress of the work at once began 

to appear in the bu1ldin6 of school houses, and the opening of scPools 

in different loc alities t r roughout the State. Rev. John G. Furey was 

appointed to superintend the work, and at the end of the first six 

months he was able to report that fourteen schools were open and 

in good condition, seven of which were in New Castle County; (two 

in Wilming ton) three in Kent, and four in Sussex County, containing 

an aggragate of 700 pupils. 

11 
The rules first adopted was to pay the teacher from the funds 

at the disposal of the association, a certain sum per month, leaving 

the c olored peo ple in the vicinity, of the schools ~o pay the teacher's 

board and incidental running expenses of the schools. During the first 

six months of the year the Freedman's Bureau had furnished lumber 

' for school houses in ten places,under the care of the association. 



This was tbe work started and so it continued from year to year, 

until 1875, when an act was passed by the General Assembly of the 

State providing for the taxing of colored people for the support 

of their own schools. The association during trese years received 

large sums of money from interested individuals, and in some instances 

from benevolent socities. The colored people throughout the State 

heartily seconded the work of the association. The pittance which 

was donated by the association from month to month was added to by 

the contribution of the colored people wbo had children in the 

schools , and thus a sufficient sum was raised to keep the schools 

open for a short term during the winter months. Rev. J. G. Furey 

was tre firs~actuary or Superintendent of the colored schools. 

Under his wise direction tre beginning was made, and many of the 
. r 

most important ~~s were well covered before he gave way to Samuel 

Woolman, his successor. Mr. Woolman's efforts were crowned with 

abundant success. his task was indeed a wearisome one but by dent 

of persverance and good management he accomplished much. lie was 

succeeded by Miss Abbie C. Peckham, who became actuary in tre fall 

of 1868 and continued to serve, rendering valued service, until 

1874, when Miss Marys. Casperson succeeded her, who in turn was 

succeeded by Mrs. Kate Irvine, and in 1876, henry C. Conrad was 

elected Actuary and has continued in office until the present time 

(July 1882). As before stated, the General Assembly of t:be State 

passed an act at tre session of 1675 taxing the colored people for 

the support of their schools. The money arising from this scource 

is paid to tbe Association and by it distributed to the respective 

schools. 





The amount raised by taxation has not been sufficient to meet the 

exp~nses of the scbools;on the contrary it has met only about one

t t ird of the expenses, the other two-thirds bein~ raised by the 

colored people among themselves. 1 t can ~ily) s een tba. t th1.s 

has imposed a very heavy burden upon the colored people, and the 

s pirit of hero;_sm and sacrificE shown by them in their efforts to 

advance tbeir children's welfare is deserving of the highest praise 

commendation. The Act referred to which provided for tre taxing of 

the colored peop le for school purposes, was the only recognition 

ever given by the law-making powers of the ~tate as re gards to 

colored education, until during tbe winter of 1881, when the General 

Assembly made as annual appropriation of ~2400 to be distributed 

share and share alike to the colored schools of the State. This 

appropriation has served as a great incentive to the colored people. 

It has resulted in relieving somewhat from the burden of carrying 

the schools7and has materially increased the number of schools and 

the number of pupils. 

,, During the last scrool year o7 scrools have been open in the 

st Pte, with an enrollment of about 3500 pupils. 1 he work of the 

Association has been thouroughly and efficiently done. With the 

limited means at its disposal it has sought to lend a helping hand 

to a cause which has been dear to the heart of each one of its members. 

With a cuietness which of itself betokens earnestness, the work has 

been continued from year to year, and looking back over fifteen yea.rs 

in which the work has gone; it is a matter of congratulation to see 

the Colored Schools of the StUe a recognized institution in which 

tte great majority of the pe opl~regardless of party lines, take 

a just pride. 



The achievements made are but a sound beginning. The near future 

it is hoped has in store much better things. A revised scrool 

system for the entire state, which will include seperate schools 

for colored people, with every facility accorded the colored 

children, is demanded by the times. A system should be divised 

whereby white and colored people bear eaually the burden of 

taxation, and out of a common fund, schools of both classes 

sbould be maintained. To this end the friends of the colored 

schools who have borne "the burden and heat of the day" a.re 

anxiously looking, and the evidences of darkness and prejudice 

now disappearing, lead to hope that the day is beginning to break. '' 
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u. s. Coast and Geodtic Survey for 1893. 

Washington, 1895. 

FILE 

Grants were given by both sides (Pennsylvania and Maryland) 

in the disputed territory, and for many years the border was the scene 

of disputation and of conflict carried at times to the verge of open 

war. If Baltimore had the better title, Penn had the greater influ

ence at court, and moreover had possession of a large tract claimed 

by Baltimore. 

Several efforts were made by the proprietors to come to some 

agreement in this matter, but for one reason or another the negotia

tions repeatedly miscarried. 

But justly or unjustly, Penn, who was high in favor, pre

vailed over Lord Baltimore who found it prudent to yield for a time 

lest worse evils should befall him. 

And thus we see the village of Swaanendael so soon swept 

away in fire and blood, rising from its ashes to sever the Delaware 

Shore from Maryland. 

Mason and Dixon's work. 

From the southern end of their 15 mile meridian h. & D. 

began laying off a paralled of latitude to the westward. After run

ning several miles of this line, which was temporarily marked by wood

en posts, the surveyors left it for a time and turned their attention 

to the southern portions of the boundary. Accepting as settled the 

"base line" which had already been run across the peninsula. by their 

predesessors, and the Middle Point marked by the same persons M. & D. 

endeavored to run out the Tangent Line from the ?{lddle Point of the 
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base to the tangent point. This extremety of the 12 mile radius 

laid out by the former surveyors was also accepted by M. & D. who 

found that it was nearly at right angles with the line which they 

laid out between its western end and the Middle Point of the base 

line. 

(Tangent Point 108 feet too far from belfry of New Castle 

C. H. ) 

In laying out the Tangent Line M. & D. were much assisted 

by the trial lines run by their predecessors. From these abortive 

lines they computed the direction which the line should follow, and 

then they ran it out by transit until they reached the Tangent Point. 

They found that their line ran 16 1 7" east of that stake. They then 

computed the proper offsets for each mile of their line to bring it 

out to the true line and moved their posts accordingly. This done, 

they reported to the Commissioners that the posts so ple.ced were, as 

nearly as practical in the true tangent line. 

After running the due North Line to the intersection of the 

parallel of latitude 15 miles south of the southernmost point of Phila

delphia, they began to mark that portion of the 12 mile circle which 

lay to the westward of the due North Line from the Tangent Point. 

Here M. & D. fell into an error in computing the length of this small 

arc. As was pointed out by Col. J. D. Graham in 1850, they seem to 

have obtained their angle of deflection from the tangent to the North 

Line, upon which their computations of the chord depended, by measuring 

the angle their due North Line and the visible portion of the radius 

laid out by their predecessors. They had previously found that this 
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radius was sensibly perpendicular to their own tangent line. Evident

ly, however, one of these angular measurements was considerably in 

error. They computed their chord and offsets with a deflection angle 

of 3 28' while the actual angle between the tangent and the true North 

Line was found by Col. Graham to be 3 36' 06". As the arc cut off 

by the due North Line would be twice the deflection angle, this made 

an error of 16 1 12" in the angular value of the intercepted arc and 

shortened the chord about 300 feet. Owing to the flatness of the curve 

the middle ordinate was not greatly in error, and the area of the seg

ment was only about an acre too small. 

The Tangent Line, supposed to be a little less than 82 miles 

long, is probably about 84½ miles in actual length. Curiously enough 

all of the errors in measurement made by M. & D. or their predeces

sors seem to have resulted in loss of territory by Maryland except 

the trifling error in the area of the circular segment. 

The error in locating the northern boundary of Maryland put

ting it about 5 chains too far south, meant the loss of a strip of 

land of that width along the whole length of the boundary, about 

196 miles. This area would amount to nearly 8000 acres. 

The area in measuring the radius from New Castle which 

placed the Tangent Point 108 f eet too far from the center, took a 

strip of that width from the eastern border of Maryland to the north

ward of the Tangent Point while south of that point assuming that the 

southwest corner of Delaware was correctly placed, Maryland lost a 

wedge-shaped strip about 84½ miles long and 108 feet wide at the bas~ 
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As the se various lines were located by M. & D. they were 

marked by suitable stone monuments which were generally 1 mile 

apart. This work was done by other persons under the supervi

sion of the Commissioners. These stones were made in England 

from oolite limestcne and were sent out from time to time as 

they were needed. They are stout square posts surmounted by a 

rather flat pyramid. Upon the side facing Maryland the letter 

Mis cut, and on the opposite side the letter P. As Delaware 

was then a part of Pennsylvania the whole length of the line 

was surveyed and marked in the same manner. Every fifth mile

stone, however, was more elaborately marked, having the arms 

of the respective proprietors carved upon the opposite sides 

in place of the initials. 

One of these stones carved with the arms of the pro

prietors has found its way by some strange chance into the town 

of Newark where it supports one of t h e pillars of the porch in 

front of a very old house. It is probably one that was intended 

for the 85 mile of the Tangent Line; but this being 82 miles 

long, as measured, it was not used, though it might well have 

been placed at the intersection of the arc with the due North 

Line instead of the rough, unmarked stone which stood there un

till 1849. 

The stones placed at the Tangent Point and at some other 

points on the small pert of the circle laid out by M. & D. were 

of different and far less durable material - a dark granite rock 
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of very poor quality. It appears from the minutes of the Commis

sioners under date of June 17, 1765, that it was intended to re

place these stones with more durable monuments marked with the 

arms of the proprietors. For some reason this never was done, 

and most of the old stones still remain. The top of each is 

rounded to indicate that it 1s on the circle. The arms of the 

proprietors can barely be perceived upon the old stone at the 

Tangent Point, the only one which was so marked. 

/Jo 
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J.E. Schell 
Sent. 26, 1939 

TRANSPORTATION ?>~ ~ 

CURRENT Fl LE 

"Trading with Philadelphian Wilmington as a Port 

While a number of citizens of Wilmington owned or were interested 

in one or more sailing vessels as early as 1741, most of which were 

built in Wilmington, it was not until 1750 that Thomas Willing built 

the first sloop packet that ran between the port of Wilmington and 

Philadelphia. (A) 

,Just prior to the Revolution, in 1774, Samuel Bush established 

the first freight line between Wilmington and Philadelphia, operating 

the sloop Ann of 30 tons capacity, which made weekly trips. (A) 

Captain Bush carried produce to Philadelphia, which he sold 

for the account of sh 'Jners, and wh le in Philadelphia he purchased 

merchandise for the various Wilmington merchants. This service was 

something altogether new and was a success from the start. 

Finding the Ann was getting all the freight she could carry, 

another sloop was started from French Street wharf by John Foudray, 

who continued the business until about 1790, when he sold out his 

property from the river to Front Street to Samuel Bush. (A) 

Captain Bush's service was suspended during the Revolutionary War; 

he was forced to scuttle his sloop Ann on the Jersey shore to prevent 

its capture by the British fleet who had come up to Delaware to occupy 

Philadelphia. (A) After the British evacuated Philadelphia, however, 

he raised his sloop, refitted her, and commenced running again to 

Philadelphia as before. 

By this time the millers and distillers of Lancaster and Chester 

Counties, Pa., found it was much cheaper to send their products to 

Wilmington and then ship them to Philadelphia than to send them direct 

to Philadelphia in wagons, as they had been doing. (A) 
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Finding the Ann too small for the trade offering, Captain Bush 

buirt a new sloop of 60 tons capacity, which he called the Nancy. 

She was fitted up to carry passengers, as well as freight. The 

passenger fare was about fifty cents, and it took from six to nine 

hours to make the trip, the hour of departure being so arranged as 

to take advantage of the tides. Meals were also served on the Nancy. 

Later, another sloop, the Mary Ann, was built and a semi-weekly 

service was put in o~ration. (A) 

Having purchased the property at the foot of Market Street in 

1790, William Warner ran a sloop to and from Philadelphia to carry 

freight. (A) 

In 1799 James Brian, having purchased the property at the foot 

of Orange Street from the McComb estate, and being the owner of the 

packet Sarah Ann, he placed her in the Philadelphia trade, and she 

plied in this service for many years. (A) 

The Brandywine Mills, in 1814, owned nine sloops of from 40 to 

60 tons capacity and used them in shipping flour from their mills on 

the Brandywine to Philadelphia. (A) 

The first steamboat to ply between Wilmington and Philadelphia 

was the vestal, la~nched at Grice 1 s shipyard, Philadelphia, April 231 

1812. The arrival of the Vestal at Wilmington the next day was the 

occasion of much enthusiasm and hundreds of citizens visited her at 

the wharf where the was laying. After 1815, she was called the Vesta. 

(A) 

The steamboat Dela!~ was put on the river Aug. 20, 1814, to run 

between Wilm~ngton and Philadelphia during the blockade, by water, to 

Baltimore by the British. (A) 

The Superior was built in 1820. It took her eight hours to go to 
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Phil~delphia and two days were required for the round trip. The 

fare to Phile_delphia was one dollar. The Superior was owned by the 

Wilmington Steamboat Company. 

In _the year 1833, the steamboat Telegraph carried passengers 

of the Wilming ton and Baltimore R.R. (later the P.B. & W.R.R.) to and 

from Philadelphia, as this railroad, at the time, had not been extended 

to that city. (B) 

The Emerald, owned by Wilmon Whilldin, also ran between 

Wilmington and Philadelphia, in 1835. Whilldin bought the Newcastle 

in 1836, and this was the first boat to make the round trip to 

Philadelphia in the same day. This brought active competition between 

the various boats and the newly-constructed railroad. The latter put 

the fare down to twelve and one-half cents and the steamboats, for 

several months, carried passengers for ten cents. Other boats operating 

on the river were the Lineas in 1835; Robert Morris in 1838; Balloon 

in 1842, and the Sun in 1843. (A) 

The steamboats Balloon and Rainbow in 1843 charged twelve 

and one-half cents between Wilmington and Philadelphia. ( ) 

In 1845, the "Whilldin" was built for the Wilmington and 

Philadelphia trade. She was the first iron steamboat with side wheels 

to run on the Delaware, and she continued in this trade until 1857. (B) 

Up to 1837, the Warner Company had operated two small sloops, 

making frur trips per week, between Philadelphia and Wilmington. (A) 

About 1846 the Charles Warner Company used the first 

propeller in their carrying trade, and from this beginning grew the 

Wilmington and Philadelphia Propeller Line which for forty years main

tained a daily line between the two cities, with a system of express 

delivery at each end of the route. (A) 
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In 1850, the Zephyr was placed in the Wilmington and 

Philadelphia service, by the Wilmington Steamboat Company, con

tinuing in this trade for thirteen years. (B) 

The sloops Fame and Mary Warner, each of sixty tons capacity, 

were placed in the service and continued to make four trips per week 

until 1866, when they were found to be inadequate, and were replaced 

by the barges Anna and Mary, each of 125 tons capacity. These barges 

were towed by steam tugs o erating a daily line between Wilmington and 

Philadelphia. The traffic, however, increased to such an extent that 

these two barges were eventually replaced by the Coleta and Minquas, 

each of 250 tons capacity. 

The Ariel also ran between Wilmington and Philadelphia, to 

be succeeded in 1866 by the Samuel M. Felton, the property of the 

Philadelphia and Wilmington Steamboat Company. She operated between 

Wilmington and Philadelphia until the summer of 1885, when she was 

taken off the rol e as the competition between her and other boats 

running in this trade was so keen and fares were cut so low that she 

could not pay operating expenses. (B) The fare had been reduced to 

ten cents one way and fifteen cents round trip. (A) 

About 1869 or 1870, the rivalry between the Felton and the 

Eliza Hancox and the John Sylvester was quite lively. (B) 

In 1882 with the establishment of the ilmington-Philadelphia 

Steamboat Line (later known as the Wilson Line) the Wilmington was put 

in ·the service of this line and proved a worthy competitor of the 

Felton; in 1885 the Brandvwine, a companion boat to th Wilmington, was 

placed in the service. The Brandywine,built by the Harlan & 

Hollingsworth Company was one of the fast propellers in the country at 

the time. 
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For several months, in 1885, M. Green Wright & Company, 

of New York placed the Morrisania. on the river to run between 

vilmington and Philadelphia; she was succeeded by the Shady Side, 

and for a time Wilmington had three nassenger steamboat lines operating 

between Wilmington and Philadelphia.. The Shady Side and the Felton 

withdrawing from the servioe, two passenger boats only were left on 

the river in 1887, namely, the Wilmin ton and Brandywine, both owned 

by the Wilson Line. In the service of this line were added the 

following steamers: in 1888, the Chester; in 1910, the City of 

Wilmington and City of Philadelphia; in 1915, the City of Camden; in 

1922, the State of Delaware and State of Pennsylvania. (A) In 1937, 

the City of Philadelphia was rebuilt and given the name of Liberty 

Belle. 

In 1909, the Charles Warner Company sold its transportation 

business to the Bush Line and, in 1929, the Wilson Line purchased the 

Bush Line interests. The Wilson Line discontinued its freight service 

between Wilmington and Philadelphia in 1937, end at the same time 

discontinued its all-year-round passenger service to Philadelphia, 

operating their passenger service only from the middle of May until 

the middle of Seotember, each year. 

Since the Wilson Line withdrew its freight service in 

1937, there has been no regular freight service between Wilmington and 

Philadelphia for the first time in over a century. 
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G. K.· Brown1 , EDUCATION 
Dec mber 7, 1939. 
(Verbatim copy from Dictionary of American Biography 4:4345) 

THO S CO 

"CORAM,THO.MAS (1668-Mar. 2g, 1751), merchant, colony 

promoter, wa the son of a mariner of Lyme Regis, Dorsetshire, 

En land. Left motherless, he went to sea "at 11 years and 
father 

(a) half old until 5 years after "his/ pprent1eed him to a 

London shipwright. It as as a shipbuilder, a factor for 

Thomas Hunt of London, that he began an acquaintance 1th 

the colonies which led Horace alpole to describe him in 

1735 as "the honestest the most disinterested, and th most 

knowing person about th plant t1ons, I ever talked with." 

(Coxe, Walpole, 1798, III, 245}. Iu 1693 he carried over 

party of h1pwr1gbts to Bo ton; and in 1697 he removed for 

time to Taunton, and set up a shipyard 1n South Dighton, drawn 

thither by "the Vast great plenty of oak and fir timber, and 

iron ore." But as fortr1ght person~1ty and sturdy Anglicanism 

soon invol7ed in quarrels and litigation in that primitive Pu

ritan community -- a "generation of v1pers,n as he afterward 

described hi neighbors. He on his lawsuits, upon appeal, 

and escaped.to murde~~~;;-t assaults. In 1703 he took character

istic reveng by deeding 1~ trust fifty-nine acres--- a 

him as 1nd~1ty by the Superior Court-- for building Church 

of English ·edif ee, "If ever here fter the inhabitants of the 

t own of Taunton ••• shall be more civiiiz than thy now are." 

(Compston, post P• 32). 

Those ten stormy served, however, to fix Coram•s in

terest in the material and spiritual d velopment of the Colonies. 

He naturally supported various efforts to extend the Church of 

England in Ne England, and himself projected a King's College 

at Cam.bridge. 
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Foundling Hospital , charter din 1739, and to his le s suc

cessful colonial plans. In 1730 he incited a group of of

ficer and soldiers, unemployed. after the war, to petition 

!'or grant o!' the eastern land bet een th Kennebec and the 

St. Croix, from the Atlantic to the St. L wrence. For thirty 

years this as the favor1t scheme of his project, in which 

he proposed to employ Ghelse pensioners, Huguenots, convicts, 

Palatines, Ulster Scots, and th graduates" of the Foundling., 

to raise hemp and provide __ naval stores. Several til]'.les the 

Board of Trade indorsed his designs, but after 1717 the op

position of assachusetts and of rival claimants defeated his 

obstinate efforts to prove the Crown's title to the Sagadahoc 

lands. From the beginning., oreover the Boe.rd of Trade, had 

preferred for strategic reasons, that he colonize lova Scotia. 

Accordingly 1n 1735 Coram turned his energies toward the settle

ment of un ployod artisans in Nova Scoti and 1n on of the 

Bahamas . ean hile as a friend and parishoner of Dr. Thomas 

Bray &,..v;J he had been dr wn into t~ Georgia Truste Buth 

had soon quarrelled with th "Oglethorp1ans tor neglecting 

the re11g1ou aims of Br y, and over their land-tenure syst 

and _"m111tary rul~"; and he no hoped to dra off the Georgi 

malcontents to his northern colony. In his own schemes, though 

he had proposed as early as 1717 that the soil be vest din 

eminent trustees; he had consistently urged a singularly fr e 

overnment under the Cro , "the loarest to th En ish govern

ment in America." But such an est blishm.ent as ill-adapted to 

a frontier colony. The Bo rd of Trade endorsed his Iova Scotia 

plan in 1737, but the appro ch of war gavt it the quietus. Coram 

liv d to see Halifax settled, but upon a footing contrary to his 
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Vo.llru , s fond of uel ure preferred spending 

Ul'.llZll8l' fo r p to f oreisn tr vol • 1 e s del. 1tful, 

oni co pan1on and ono of tho fe 01 "P per cd toro ho 

:n•ote only t e 7 tcd to - that is only on topic tho.t 

appc le to him . ~ied in Spain the day his 1st no,s-

p per ticlc ms rinte in n ery ve init I and :ms 

uriod t ..,cvlllo . 

George ! hI•cy ( n ud e" o lli ssoci .tos) 

n . orhaps one of tho best et lly oq p_e editor of 

hi ngton o oc • eh d m ve ous ry and 

it ao rccor e of nth the die f'f c lt 

P t an of hort h 

bot ee1 1 ... t on c t 1er of n g oc ctore h 
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s ecial Study 
Robert Cor 

nc ORTI G S .AV'ES P OHIBIT,...,D 

Th follo in revisions on of lav s from Del-

1' 

vised ition: 1~2 1 nd r Crim isd me nor . I 

Sect . 9 . If any per on or eraon h 11 ex ort 
or tt mpt to e~~ t , d r ctl~ 01• indir ctl , 
ny n<." ro or . ul tto lave from this State to 

a ot1er tat~ or c .try, o sh 11 s 11 or 
transf r , purch e or rec i~e an n ro or 
ulatto la e , 1th ntent or for the pur os 

th t ch al ve h 11 e xnorted from this 
Stat to ny ot· r tat or country . o~ shall 
fr udulently d ooy o or mul tto slave 
fro~ thi t t to oth r State or country 
1th 1 tent there to s 11 or in n mann r 

di e of uc: l ve , or a~ 11 ab tor nro-
rson or rsons to export or to 

or or ·o d ~oy any ne ro or 
afores id; v ry er on o 

m to e uilty of 
u on conviction thereof , 

sha_l fo'!'.r i 1; a· y to t 1e Si; t tine of 
fiv hundred dollars: and if any person or 
"O rso .. s sh 11 into t' State an ne ro 
or ul tto lav to be held , sold or di nosed 
of , or tc e i , t· this Stace; ry 

r on so o.ffend n shall be deeme to be 
ilty o~ isd 1ea r nd, u on conviction 

ti rof, s· all for eit and ay -co th State 
a fine o 01e hu.dred doll rs; xce t taat 
any erson, removing 1th his or her family 
~rem this St t to a y oth r. State or terri
tory t resi e , m la fully r move hi or 
1 r l ves o s c tate or t rrltory; nd 
t t any p •son mov ng into this tate an 
s ttli th r in , ay l Illy bri a~ th 
time of his or hr remov 1 or within one year 
a te ~v r ny sla \:, t roperty of such er
son at the tie of hi or hr r mov l; and th t 
a_y lavv , which all by virtue of a bequest 
by , or in t1 course of iatrioution of, the 

ct . 
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estate of y deceased person, who, at the time 
o. his or her death ,as n inlabitant of any 
other State or t rritory, or y means of mar
ri e 11th oma.n an inhabitant of any other 
.. tate or territo. b come the ~rop rt of an 
in bitant of th s ~t t, a b la fu 1 
urou ht to tli State by or on b h lf of uch 
in bit nt or her executor 01· adm -
1 tr tors a.r fter the ri ht -co 
tak the 11 oe complete; a1d tat 
ny al v· r.~lr ~y inhabit nt 01 anoth• 
r State or terr tc , if 1 w.Cully w. thin this 

• cate, a. e e zed nd old b:v virtu of a 
xecut on or ttachment bo fie 1 sue at 

the suit of any inhabitant of"'t'iiia State 
a ai. st tl e o•mer or OVi er of sue s ave; and 
that a el ve esca in fro tis St te my b 
1 fully brou t ck; an tat ny p"r on 
trav llin thro h t is .. ., t t or comin into 
~ l vi it or for trans ant 
pur o-- n li mnor ry stay 1ithin this 

t ta brin nto t ~at ~1d 
kee 1 vo or his or er tt n-

th a.me; J an t 1a·c any 
e:i. .. son or in a fa1'm or tract of 

l d, throu h ~1ich the line of t t te ns, 
may la li''ull. em loy his, her or their 1 ves 
u on eve1 rt of such f rm or cract o~ land 
and s d renasa lih m over said lin ,. ... or 
~ rose; alid tat t· o u r ourt or ~ho 
Court of Connnon ·)leas, in tor;n tim , rnay ake 
an ord~r pen ttin t omor or ~,nvrs of any 

1 v to or · ch 1 ve from this tat : 
and th t oner or 01ner or his, r or 
th ir ex c 1 :r- , a. .·n tr~.tor or osi n 
may, ura1 ant to aucn order nd t any time 
1lthin ix mc,nt , ro tl..., te t~ 1•sof, ex• 
port such 1 ve from this ntate or sell the 

'01 th pur o e f x ort tic. 
o er mul tto slav hie shall 

or attc ted to oe exported rom 
this tate, or old, transf rred, urchased or 
rec 1 vo ~ ,i th i t nt or for t urp e th t 
s 0~ slave a.all be orted rom tis State, 
or fru ul 1 ec from tl :t.., Qt .. ·e, er 
brou ht into t his S a'!ainst the f'orm or 
ffect o hi'- aect ou, o.ccpt as bef r e -

cep-ced, shall thor u o:.i bvco Ad be f ea; 
e ce t th t ··11 !"i ht of t e owner or own rs 
of slave hall not b 1 ... aire nor affected 
b t ... e co i3a1on cf a misde.eanor ~ ainst th 
form oft i s ction, if it shall atlsfactorily 

ar ~ .. 10.t su c ... 1er or it r of the ouuers 
there be more than one) as not im licated 
nor privy nor ccessory ~o, said ~isde-
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mea or: Provided , that nothin in this sec
ti n sh 11 be con trued to include or extend 
to any negro or .ulatto slave sentenc d to be 
exported fro .. this tate or any negro or mu
latto slave e caping from any other State or 
territory into this State, or too pugn or af
fect any privile e heretofore ranted or al
lowed by any Act of: Assembly to an pr on in 
res ect to any slave or slaves . 

S ct . 10 . If any ves el or boat shall be 
brou ht i nto, or repared or t tioned in , any 
harbor or l c wit in the limits of t h is State 
ilt 1ntent or for the purpose of r cei'7in on 
boar any ne ro or mulatto slave to be ex orted 
rrom this St te int the fo oft .a ninth 
section of this Act , except as therein exce ted, 
the cat in , mast r or ~orn::nander of such vessel 
or boat, and every the owe;, factor , a ent or 
other raon, w o hall 5.tti 1 abe t , -nr cure 
orb concerned in, the bringin, nreparing or 
station:tn~ of such vessel or bot with t he intent 
or for the urpo e aforesaid, shall each forfeit 
the u.m of on 1~. ousarid dollars, the one mC'liet 
thereof to t he State , and the other moiety to 
any erson w o shall 11e .for t s e , to be 
recov 1·ed with costs of su it in the u reme 
Cot rt or Court of Corn:rncn lea. , by ection of 
debt: every uch vease or boat shall be liable 
for a ny penalty under this section, u -naff -
davit ade by t he erson suing therefor or any 
other credible arson befor a Jude or 
Ju tice of the eace or clerk or prothonotacy 
or t he court, in hicb t 'li e acti n 1 to b 
instituted, or is deputy, and filed in the 
o.ffice of uch clerk or rothonotary , 1t shall 
be in the election of the p rson suing to have 
is u d a writ of capia a ainst t e d fendant, 
upon hich he may be rrested and held to 
special b 11 , or a r1t of attachment n ainst 
the ve el or boat , in res eot to which the 
cause of action shall arise: if a writ of 
att chment shall be issued, the defendant may, 
with sufficient surety or sureties to be a -
proved , before t he return of the 1rit by the 
sheriff and , after such return, by t he court 
or any Jhd ,• t 1 1 .. eo1· , execute to t he State a 
bond in t he enalty oft o thous nd dollars 
1th condition to be void , if t he defendant 

s all fully satisfy t e d t and coats , hich 
shttll be recovered in t~1e !"')lea mentioned in 
said rit: unon executin such bond t he ron
ert shall be r estored: otherwi e, the prop
erty a~~ac1ed s hall be held , or the court 1.f 
its all be deemed to be for t he interest of 
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G. K. rowning, 

February 28, 1938. 

✓ 

Silk Worm and, lberry Tree Culture 1n Delaware. 

Production of silk has taken place in Dela are, 1n additio 

to the cultivation of the white mulberry tree, in large quantities, 

the silk worms, after emerging fro the cocoons, being fed on the 

leaves of these troes. 

The General Assembly of Delaware ~n January 25, 1837, passed 

an act forming a corporation 1th a capital stock of 100,000, to 

promote culture of silk in ew Castle County , tho name of hich ias 

the" ew Castle county Silk Company" • The followln~ ten commissioners 

were named to receive subscriptions on the 5,000 shares lssued, they 

elng priced at 20 per share: Edmrd Tatnall, James J. rlndley, 

Doctor Ja nes , • Thomson, 'errl tt Canby, James Delapl&ine, Samuel 

Canby, Doctor illiam Gibbons,J. P. Gareche, Thomas Garrett and 

Phillip Reybold . 

Kent County Agricultural Society organized in 1835, and 

at its third annual exhibition 'rs. Ann Hayes was given a premium 

for the best specimen of se ing silk of heron manufacture. rs. 

Charles Kinney,Sr., exhibited a beautiful specimen of hite silk in 

1 rge hanks, hr on raising fro silk worms. 

Probably the first Agricult ral ociety in ew Castle County 
• 0,./' 

was organ ze1 in 1804J 'rom t>'e inutes of a eeting on ·ay 21st, 1830, 

o motion of Dr. Thomson, the chairman of the Agrlcult ral, Horticul-

tural and ilk Co ttees, the latter were authorized to appoint an 

agent, lf they deemed it expedient , to vlsit different parts of the 

coun ty to procure members of the society. They offered pr , iu,s and 

held afar October 19, l 6, in the City of ilrnington, nd the 

same tine the society held a meeting at the City Hall. The subject 
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of silk culture received considerable attention, and Dr. illiam 

Gibbons made an address on the subject. A committee was appointed 

to 11emor alize the legislature to grant a pre iu.n on cocoons. 

Through an act of the General Assembly, passed on June 16th, 

1836, the sum of 5 was ordered paid Jehu Reed,"for the purpose 

of procuring a silver medal for his successful exertions in raising 

the hite mulberry in this state state, demonstrating, as be has 

fully done, that the climate and soil are adapted to the cultivation 
\\ 

of the food of the silk worm. 

Another act passed February 171 1837, provided for a bounty of 
per pound for silk cocoons 

10 centsLto be paid to any person in the State who produced one pound 

or more. This act was to remain in effect for ten years fro date of 

arch 1, following. 
supplement 

An add1t1onallto the act entit ed "An act providing for the 

punish.~ent of certain crimes and misdemeanors" was passed February 

18, 1839, directed at the wilful or unlawful destruction of mulberry 

trees, their theft, b rking, skinning or peeling of trees or scions. 
destruction 

Alsolof ilk worm cocoons was forbidden, as as the llcious destruction 

of houses where cocoons were fed, or even of the mulberry leaves used 

for feeding them. 

The General Assembly o:6 January 171, 1839, took further action 

as to re ar11n those engaged in the cultivation of cocoons by 

increasing the a ount of premium per pound paid to producers, to 

15 cents. 

There was evidently considerable difficulty experienced for 
since 

so .e unstated reason, on February 27, 1843 ls recorded an act 

of the Gener 1 A sembly by means of which the several las previously 

passed ere to continue in force fort o years. Thereafter there 

is 10 record of any further nctiv ty in the matter of silk. 
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Penn ylvan1a • s experimenting with the gro th of cocoons as 

well as the ulberry tree as early as 1726. It is recorded Lieut. 

Gov . eith of Pennsylvanl , at that tie, as well as enjam n iranklin 

had begun to think much of silk culture. 

any of the states east of the ississippi R ver tried 

out the gro ing of silk as ell as cocoons, hich called for the 

mulberry trees upon ihich to feed the silk orms. 

Thomas, Garrett , the 11 ington Abolitionist , as offered 

by a South Carolinl a number of young .ulberry trees in payment 

of an obligation. He accepted the tree and planted the in a 

seven acre plot South of the Christiana. When the tr es had 

reached their proper stage of development he re~llzed 7,500 

by sale of them. The purchaser of the young trees cleared 2,500 

on them by sale to a third party, ho in turn realized 15,000 

fro his sale. This m n 1n turn sold the trees a 1n for 

the sum of 18,000. Then tho mulberry tree fever qulckly subsided 

and the last purchaser as left alone with hls costly stock of trees 

which bee me worthless in sale value. 

A silk farm 1s said to have been established on the Concord 

pike about four miles north of ilmington . Tiere mulberry trees ere 

and a 1 rge cocoonery started on this spot as late as 1845. About 

5,500 pounds of cocoons ere raised in Dela are that year. 

When L1eut .- Colonel Johan Printz was commis ioned governor 

of e S eden on August 15, 1642, by the Swedish cro n , a on the 

volu,.,mious instructions issued for his guidance he as requested to 

investigate the condition of the country 1th reference to the 

propagation of silk orms. However, no attempt was evidently made 

at silk orm culture until nearly 200 years later and this as 1th

out ppreciable result in a financlal way for those interested. 
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An act as passed by the General Assembly of Dela are in 

1an9 h ch pro ided that a l l lands ithin the S~ate hich are 

no nd futurcly shall 'L e, actually e ployed and occupied i n the 

gro th of 1h te mulberry trees th vie to raising silk, shall 

be exempt from taxation for 10 years from t e time of plant g of 

such trees." 

This la also provided that each individual who planted 

and brou ht to perfection within the st te 200 such mulber y tre s, 

ithin 5 years from ay 1829, ould be given by the state a silver 

medal valued at ,.5. There is no record of any clai sever being 

made for such medals, however. 

Penn a short tie previous to his death, v.b n Del ware was 

still in his province, rote "Providence seems to have pointed out 

one ~ore method of employing oven the ean and 'eak, as ell as 

others of both sexes to considerable advantage by rai in silk, 

hich, a I a credibly informed, is produced here as fine and good 

as t he ·orld affors, and with as much ease." It is f rther stated 

that that" there as a distant prospect of some advances to ard 

a silk ma· ufacture, a nd some among t r em had shown how practical a 

design of that kind as by making some small quantities equal to 

rench ad Italian." 

It as not until ovember 7, 1765, after the separation 

of Dela mre from Pennsyl vanla, that a London paper records the 

doparture ithin four days of 100 silk thro sters for ~ew York amd 

Philadelphia. en n l•ranklin then being in London was respons ble 

for the com1n· ~o A~erica off these en. 
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ilmi ton Fifty Y ars go 

EARLY IL. I Gl'ON RESTAURANTS 

Fifty ye r ago, hen the area of the city as far le t 

today , many of the men, especially those engaged 1n busine , went 

home to lunch. Few omen ere loyed in the off1.ces . A. L. o.nd 

• H. Ain co 1 , either in separate e tablishments or to ether, 

and Gardner ' s ere th main eating places . A. L. Ainscow at 802 

arket treet had room on the second floor for ladies , -which was 

11 atronized for after the theater nack • Te small bar a 

in thg renr of tho first floor . lallace Conly ia remembered as 

sal sman for a nearby clothi store . When Wallace .rould sell a 

suit , .a .rould brin the custom r over to Ainscow' for a drink. 

~en seen oin· to ard the bar 1th a man in tow. one would ay: 

"I 8 S llaoe has sold another suit . " 

It a sc rarel one a married man eating his dinner don-

town that one ould say: "Hi family t be a ay . " Joe Fullmer 

dare taurant below t e old City Hall , h ich antedated the others 

mentioned. Th re ere star bar under the tele raph office at 

Third and 'arret treat, and in th bas ment of the fullin Buildin~ 

at Sixth treet . he atmo pher of th se place a informal , and 

ny a boy has deli hted to sit on a hir.h stool at th counter, and 

order f1shca.k s or baked b , ithout benefit of menu. 

It a a common saying that any family man who stayed out late 

at lo e or over a ame of car would feel it incumbent on him to 

take the "little oman" box of ice- cream or fried oysters , accord-

i to the season. They ere , no doubt th arly nappeasers," the 
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tr at tak n home bei kno n a a "pacifier." any of the formal 

ban u ts 1 r h ld at th C.ayton Hou eat Fifth and arkot Streets . 

en the hotel as built n the 18701 , it as no .oubt a source of 

pride to the citizen of that day. Age and the cha ~e in tiat ac

tion or the city caused it to be outmo ed. and ith th er ct1on of 

th otel du Pont in 1913, it as torn down. 

The riter r member ttending a ban uet t r 1n Soptember 

1900. 1h11 iting for the first course, the eats amus them-

elves by putting their ater ls e down on tr bu hich 

took ossession of th table for the time bi"• This hotel , nd 

the Lafayett Hotel t the s •• c rn r of inth nd Shiley Streets, 

ere the lead1n on of that day, the 1 tter having it st bles on 

t e same grounds . Ther, the hor es of Profe er rtho1omew, who 

came to the Gr n 0per Hou e very year, ould hold "open house ." 

Nothing s don ~or to i~~rea e the eating f cilitie of the 

business ction, or to raise the tandard of food and surroundings, 

as has the advent of iomen in number into the offices an tore 

rhich, coupled 1th the er-ridening area of the city, rev nts 

many from oin home to lunch. 

The Hotel du Pont opened its doors on January- 15, 1913, 1th 

a rivate howi nd luncheon, attended by many distinguished e ts. 

In order to familiarize the ublic with the hotel, a series of musi

cals ere h ld on Sunday fternoons, hen tea s served on the 

mezzanine floor. People flocked to thee affairs, and ere surprised 

and rod that ilmi "ton had acqu red such hotel. 

Ernest s. T ite, form rly assistant manger of the A tor House 

in N York, as the fir t mana er. In 1921 he as suece ded by 

Harry Iark1ns , a local boy, 1ho had for som years be n associated 

1th the Clayton House . The hotel 1 ter assed to the control of 
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-Bilt ore chain, with c •• Gibb as resident mana er. 

Later on, it came back to the original interests, with Frank 
, 

Ore son a anager. In the r -Volstead day, the bar as located 

on the present sito of the Laird•Btil ell and eeds boardroom. 

Amo those ~ho hnv served the hotel since it o en1ng re 1 

Sarah Truax, s er tary to the ana er# and a . , . T. Ea tland, 

head hous ke por, hos husband served in different eapacitie 

a.th in 1939. before ~.e 

Amo th b nquets held the the first year, was that of the 

Dela: are "otor Club., in the Grill Room. fu.en the ti e came for 

ecbmakin, som of the prominent c1t1z ns w re "in th ir cu s . " 

After a Lew had responded in a muddled ay to the invitation of 

the toastmaster , T. Allen Hille , the latter arose , dis sted, 

to ask if any other drunk anted to say anythi • Another banquet 

recalled ·ras th.at of the Retail Coal 1 rs Association, held in 

one or the arlore on the mezzanine floor . One of the minor coal 

dealer, 1ho ~a seldom sober, which wa the cas that night , was 

ace om ani d by his aon, a lad of a out t ent • When th ai ter 

would ut some eati utensil beside their plates , they iould 

look at them 1n b ilderment . At last the father could conta.n 

h lf no long r . H aid to the man beside him: "II nry, t ey 

hav a hell of a lot ot hard r in this place , don't they ~" or 

the r1r t few years , the hotel maintained a small orch str , und r 

the direction of • Dummig , hich lay don the balcony in the 

dini room, at both luncheon and dinner . This mad dining doubly 

attr otive, especially duri the holiday season, hen there ould 

come numerous requ sts on Christmas Eve for "Silent Night . " For 
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a ?).umber of winters, 11 tea danaants" re held in the main dining 

room on Saturd y afternoons . hen the la a pas ed stoppi the 

sale of intoxicant at midni ht, many p trons of the grill room 

would have their tables stocked 1th drinks before th tie limit . 
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T. 1 L. Harrison 
, April 12, 1940 

THE DELAVARE TABLE TENNIS ASSOCIATION 

Sports 

The Wilmington Table Tennis Association, forerunner 

of the Delaware Association, was organized in the Delaware Trust 

Building on September 26th, 1939. (1) 

Seven men were present, and to them must go the credit 

for bringing the sport to this city. They included the following: 

Guy Graybill Jr . , in whose office the meeting took place, 
' William M. Pawley, C. F . Caddell, C. Rosenblum, Rodney A. Johnson, 

Charles Paschall and Samuel Cohen. (1) 

The committee was determined to bring about the con

version of the game of ping pong into the realm of table tennis, 

a jump that included the formation of teams, leagues, and other 

items that distinguish one game from the other. 

Wilmington was sadly lacking in table tennis adherents, 

and nowhere was the game in a more backward stage than here. 

Few people even knew of the u. s. Table Tennis Association. Fewer 

were aware of the scores of chapters affiliet~d with it, the 

hundreds of leagues in those chapters, the thousands of players in 

those leagues, and the tens of thousands of spectators who watched 

the tournaments . (1) 

Large crowds have been drawn in all cities of the 

country by table tennis, and one audience in Denver was larger by 

200 than that vhich attended the lawn tennis match between Fred Perry 

and Don Budge in Denver a week previously. 

It was into this national organization that the local 

group was admitted as a member. 

Mr . Graybill sounded the keynote of the meeting when 

he saidj 
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nrt is our hope to organize 16 teams 1;n o will 
play under the Swaythling Cup rules; that is, each 
team will consist of three players with one or 
two alternates. A team match will consist of a 
round robin of singles with possibly one double 
match as a finale. 

·we expect to provide a league championship 
trophy and an individual performance cup." ( 1 ) 

The activities of the club were soon under way with two 

leagues-tAn and "B"-functioning. Each league was composed of seven 

teams. 

News that the leagues were operating gave impetus to the 

movement, and early in November 1939, Grady's opened up a table 

tennis room as a supplement to their bowling alleys. (2) 

Such an addition to the table tennis facilites of the 

city enabled an even greater expansion of the activities of the Wil

mington Association. It allowed the locals to bring down teams 

from other cities and run exhibition matches and tournaments, besides 

p a~ing their own league games here. (2) 
l " 

By this time the team from Newark had been humbled in an 

intrs-city match and the number of teams in the league had 

swollen to 16. (3) 

On November 25, the new tables at Grady's were christened 

by several of the ranking players in the nation. The exhibition 

was sponsored by the U.S. Table Tennis Association and the 

Wilmington Association, with Guy Graybill, president of the local 

group, presiding. (4) 

The Sunday Star won the division pennant, finishing with 

110 games in the win column as opposed to 25 on the wrong side of the 

ledger. 

It was decided to change the title of the organization 

from the Wilmington Table Tennis League to the Delaware Table Tennis 

Association. At a meeting at Breck's Mill on February 8, 1940 

the following officers were elected: Guy Graybill Jr., president; 
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Rodney Johnson and Harry Mayer, Vice-prP.sidents; Samuel Cohen, 

secretary; Alan Hart, treasurer; and Elmer Nichols and James Brovm., 

directors. President Graybill appointed illiam Sparks to act as 

chairman of the newly formed 11 Att league and George DuBois of the 

new ttBtt league. ( 5) 

All ttBrt league games were to be played on Monday nights., 

with the 11 A11 league contests on Thursday evenings. 

On or about February 11th, the name of the organ zation 

was changed from the Wilmington Table Tennis Association to the 

Delaware Table Tennis Association. It is by the latter title 

that the group is now knovm.. ( 5) 

Several trophies were won by local players in the 

Philadelphia County Championships, held late in February of 1940. 

Chief among these was Miss Thelma Brewer's capture of the 

women's sineles crown in the novice class; she was also runner-up 

with Paul Capelle for the mixed doubles gonfalon in the master's 

group. ( 6) 

The Association brought two of the notables of the sport 

here to give an xhibition on March 27th at the Mount Pleasant 

school. The Hungarian team of Tibor Hazi and his wife Magda Gal 
.)., 

were paired off against Paul Capelle and Thelma Br~wer, and 
... 

showed the form that brought them national recognition and victory 

in over 1.,000 championships. (7) 

Surprisingly enough, Mr. and Mrs. Hazi agree that the 

Middle Vest is now outstripping the East in interest in the sport., 

although the largest crowd of their tour came in Boston, where 

4,000 watched their exhibition. The second largest was in Milwaukee, 

where 3.,000 attended. (8) 

Rodney Johnson and Paul Capelle were responsible for the 

arrangements for their Wilmington appearance. 
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The newly formed 11 C0 league for learners is now 

functioning, with four teams battling for top honors. (6) 

The u. s. Table Tennis Association puts out a weekly 

publicity release showing the actlons of almost all the members. 

The financial standing of the ssociation is al o divulged, with 

itemized accounts of receipts and expenditure. 
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LOCATION. ilmington and Vic1n1t 

Subject: 

ubmitt 

Scenic ip 

by1 J rry S 

at: eh 6, 1936. 

- Hikes. 

eney 

(1) The following hiko to :ulkland 1 approximate-

ly 8•1/ 1le fro to starting point along th routes 

m tioned. 

Startin t th Du on Hotel tr vel south to Front 

d rket Stre t • long th l tt r. Then tum right, 

or north et, end proceed in tr 1 ht line tor 2-1/a 
mile long w. Front Street and Lane ster Av nu to the 

city-line at Du ont Rod. rom tl1er left, or south, 

and journey long Dupont Road p st S1lverbrook Cemetery 

on the right ror / of m1l to Richardson Rod. Follow 

th l .tter du est to Center oad t th Ferris Indua

tr11 School. From ther proceed in the same direction 

along the Faul and Road, p st th in trial school on 

th right and Brookland Terr c on th left. Cross 

Centerville Road, the Balt1mo 

Cly Creek to F :ulkland. 

Ohio • R., and R d 

When returning from F :ulklan r cro the er ek 

and turn J. :rt or du north ti ore and Ohio 

R.R. Follow t1e tr c: o th railro d and ed Clay Cr ek 

through th ood, am em rge on the Lancaste~ Pik near 

oodd e. o , turn southe t a.lo the L oaster Pike, 

ente the c1 ty and cont1 ue via Lane s r Avenue to 

wh re it 1s inter ected by Cleveland venue. 
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Sceni Trips - Hikest 

At this point board a street car and ride b ck to start

ing point, or reach tarting point on foot 1f such is 

desired. 

(2) Thia hike to Wo odd.a1e and the Hoopes Reservoir 

~1 \ 

la over 14 miles trom and to starting point along ~ 

route m ntioned, if a walk around the reservoir is ~riiii~+~u11, 

Starting at the Dupont Hot l travel south to Front 

and arket Str eta, along the latter. Then turn right, or 

northw st, and proceed in a straight line for 2-1/a mile . 

· along • Front street and Lancaster Avenue to th e1ty

l1n at Dupont Road. Proo ed trom there in the same di

rection along the Lancaster Pike past th Dupont Air-

port on the right at the intersecting Center Road. One 

mil tarther along the pike pass the Bre1dabl1k Farms and 

the Owls Nest and Centerville Roada diverging to the right 

and l ft respect1v ly. On arriving at the road which 

branches to the right along the east side, or left bank, 

of Red Clay Creek turn north and follow that and Hillside 

Mill Road, near Old Mill Stream, to Hoope Reservoir. 

• :t cot 

of pprox1mat ly 3 million dollars 

of the dam, th purchase of land, and th clearing ot th 

b sin of tr ea. It w s . form.ally completed and dedicated 

on Jun 4:, 1932 as a memorial to F.cl.gar M. Hoopes, Jr., a 

former chief engineer ot the Wilmington Water Department 

and a member ot th Board of ater Oommis ioners at the 

time ot his de th 1n 1931. - See File No. 618, reservoirs. 



File No. 820 
Pag 3 

Scenic Trip - Hikes: 

A Journey through the woods around the reservoir 

will be tound entert 1n1ng. 

en returning to 1lm1ngton alo the rou ea 

m nt1on d for the outw rd journey one 1 board a str et 

car at Lane ster and Clevland Avenues d r1de back to 

tarting point. 

(3) Th tollowing hike to t. Cub 1 approximately 

14 m1lea trom and to starting point along the route 

mentioned. 

Starting at the city-centre tr vel south t.o Front 

and Market Street, a1ong the latter. Then turn right, or 

northwest, and proceed in a straight line tor 2•1/6 miles 

along w. Front Street and Lancaster Avenue to the city

line at Dupont Road. From th re continue ~ong the Lan

caster Pike to the Baltimor and Ohio R.R. near Red 

Clay Creek. Turn north and follow th track of the rail

road to t. Cuba, pas 1ng the Woodde.le quarry, Roope 

Reservoir and the Wilmington Rifle Rang on thew Y• 

Return to the o1ty trom Mt. Cuba by walking east 

on ontoha.n1n Road to the K nn tt Pike, where a bu may 

b board d and a rid tt eted over the r 1n1ng 4•1/4 

miles. Otherwis, continue on toot southe st along the 

Kennett Pike to the city-line at Rising sun Lane. thence 

along P nneylvani Avenu • Del war Avenue. and Tenth 

Stre t to starting point. 
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(4) The following hike to Montchan1n and Rockland 

is approximately 8 miles from and to starting point along 

the routes m nt1oned. 

Starting at tho Dupont Hotel tr v l along w. Tenth 

Street, Del war Avenue, and Pennaylvania Avenue to the 

city-line at Rising Sun Lane. Follow the Kennett Pike 

which b gins at this point tor 2•1/8 miles to ontchanin 

Road, p ss1ng th intereect1ng Philadelphia and Reading 

Railroad en route. Turn right, or eaet, on [ontchan1n 

Road, and follow it to ontch nin. After leaving that 

village, proce northeast across the tracks of th rail

road to Rockland Road and the point wher the intersecting 

Rockland and ontchan1n Roads for a nyn in the woods. 

Now turn ast and cross the Brandywine Creek on Thompsons 

Bridge. Thence Journey south and southeast along the 

Rockland Road to th Concord Pike• u. s. Highway No. 202, 

passing on the way the estate of Alfred I. duPont where 

an imposing memorial carillon tower may be seen. 

From th Concot'd Pike t Blu Ball continu to 

walk or board bus and ride the remaining 2•1/4 mil a 

back to sta:rt1ng point vi the Concord Pike, Concord 

Avenu, and arket Street. 



· J:ames B. Cheyney 
May 24, 1940 
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WHEN WILMINGTON WENT AQUATIC 

NEWSPAPER HISTORY 

Memories of the once famed Christiana Navy are 

pleasantly recalled by some clippings in an aged scrap 

book of the 1874-1876 period. It represented Wilmington's 

most ambitious effort to utilize the creeks and river here

abouts for aquatic sports. Nearly all the community was 

interested in the regattas of the local oarsmen during that 

brier period. 

There were three crews organized and equipped for racing 

and rowing. The old~pt clipping records the clubs and active 

members as: Pioneer Club - W. Harold Smith, stroke; James H. 

Cameron, second; J. Ernest Smith, third; Arthur H. Smith, bow; 

A. D. Pool, coxswain. The oarsmen were uniformed in blue and 

white. 

The Undine Crew (also of 1875): J. H. Lewis, stroke; 

J. D. Conrow, second; J. Paul Brown, third; William H. Hamilton, 

bow; Joseph L. Jackson, coxswain. The uniform was white -with 

blue stockings. 

The Bachelors: T. s. Lewis, stroke; William H. Bowers, 

second; Edward Sparks, third; c. J. Campbell, coxswain. Costume 

was blue and white. Perhaps the prominence of blue in all 

the clubs' rowing toggery was a gesture of gameness - borrowing 

the color from the chickens of Delaware's Blue Hen, who seem 

to have won as many battles in the Revolution pits as the 

troops from this state did on the fields. 

What may be regarded as the initial race (a cub race at 

that) to feel out the regatta course was on the Christiana 
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from Third Street Bridge to the Wilmington & Northern Railroad 

span. The Bachelors were represented by the barge Idalia (with 

J. H. Rile, at third oar, and George Mc Call at fourth - Lewis 

and Campbell at their regular posts. 

The Undine's White Cap had George N. Caleb at second oar 

for the race. He was the only substitute in the crew. 

The banks of the Christiana swarmed with spectators; the 

interest in the clubs and the races was intense. It was an 

exciting race with the White Cap finishing first by a length. 

The weather was so insufferably hot that the Undine oarsmen 

suffered keenly - one of the crew requiring medical attention. 

The closeness of the race required every man to jru.t the very 

limit of his strength in his oar. The race occurred May 24, 1875. 

Five days later, regatta enthusiasts turned out in force 

to witness the review of the Christiana Navy, the crowning aquatic 

event of the brief existence of the organization. The pageant 

was reviewed by Connnodore.W. Harold Smith, who from the deck of 

a steam yacht at the foot of Shipley Street, took the salute of 

the crafts as they passed up the Christiana. The White Cap 

barge of the Undines led the fleet, followed by the barges of 

the Bachelors and the Pioneers. The smaller boats followed 

in the wake of the barges. There were two singles in the 

flotilla; one with William H. Heald at the oars, another powered 

by Edwin Hamilton. The smaller craft were alffiost foundered by 

the rough water of the course. 

Probably the blue ribbon aquatic race occurred on June 28, 

1875 when the three clubs picked their best oarsmen to decide 

the supremacy of the local navy. This race was regarded with 
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.great sporting interest; the river banks swarmed with spectators -

cheering crowds. So important was the contest that shipping on 

the river stood aside off the course - Third Street bridge to 

Mill Creek and return. The excitement was intense for it was a 

battle of strength and skill and every oarsman was at top form. 

Directly after the start, the Pioneers broke an oar and the 

boats were recalled and started again. In the second get-away 

the White Cap of the Undine shot ahead and made the goal far in 

advance of her rivals, with the Pioneers next and the Bachelors 

far in the rear. It is reported that the Bachelor's barge fouled 

by the Pioneer's craft, which in turn had the misfortune to foul 

the Undine's Idalia, which, however, recovered her stride and 

swung over the goal line six lengths ahead of the Bachelor's 

barge. The Pioneers were outrowed easily and finished at the 

tail end of the race. 

On the preceding June 8, 1875, a gig race brought out 

Washington Hastings as Umpire. The contest was marked with much 

fouling and such adversities, but the flag trophy was won by 

the Undine gig with the Bachelors second. The Pioneers were 

obliged to withdraw their barge because of the illness of one 

of the crew. The last t~o races aroused great heated rivalr:y 

and contention. 
that 

Interest in regattas began to wane soon after~ race. 

The course was not entirely satisfactory and the enthusiasm of 

the clubs seemingly oozed entirely out during the ensuing winter. 

It had been submerged so completely that when the Christiana 

Navy was invited to enter the regatta on the Schuykill River -

a feature of the Philadelphia Centennial 3:xhibition - it 

declined and it gradually abandoned, slowly disintegrate. 
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The yen for rowing, however, soon passed by and baseball 

and cricket with tennis supplanted the oar. Wilmington had 

never been a community that fostered outdoor sport, either 

amateur or professional, until eventually golf was imported 

from Scotland and it has since swept almost every form of diversion 

out of the field. 

J. Ernest Smith and his brothers were the active organizers 

of the Christiana Navy. He also was foremost in the forming of 

earlier outdoor clubs which have been merged into the Wilmington 

Country Club. Colonel Smith himself is still active with his 

ninetieth birthday not far distant. He spends the winters at 

Palm Beach, Florida, where he is regarded with '/11.i/J. favor as 

a sportsman who has kept the faith for three quarters of a 

century; his first venture having been as an undersized youth who 

piloted the Pioneer barge in 1875. The trophies that have been 

awarded him for his skill in winning match games of golf and 

for his excellence in other outdoor sports half fill a large 

storeroom. 

w. Harold Smith, .a brother of the Colonel, who died but 
(1838) 

a few months ago/fttJp was likewise active in all outdoor sports 

and he too was nearing four score and ten. The brothers have 

been referred to frequently as demonstrating the longevity that 

comes from activity in outdoor sport. 

Personal recollections. 

Newspaper files. 



J.B. Cheney, 

July 181 1938 Newspaper Stories 

DuPONT -"TOTTIE" FITZGERALD MARRIAGE 

The marriage of Maurice DuPont, scion of the wealthy house of 

DuPont, to an Irish b rmaid, Margaret ("Tottie") Fitzgerald, was 

' one of t:e greatest sensations of Wilmington Society in the final 

decades of the last century. The wealthy young collegian, while 

off on a tour of the Old World with his brother, aunt, and some 

of her children, landed at Queenstown, Ireland, and registered at 

the Queen's Hotel, the favorite hostelry of we~lthy tourists, es

pecially Americans. They were transferred from their liner, and 

destined for London. 

The other members of the narty soon discerned that M ' rice 

was interested in a pretty ma.id who served patrons of the barroom., 

She was of fine physique, "a raving beauty," as she was described, 

and of alluring personal charm. He spent almost his entire time 

with or near the comely cheery Irish maid, who, it transpired, was 

the daughter of P. Fitzpatrick, who was obliged to assent to his 

daughter going out to service in order to support the family. She 

had served an apprenticeship in "serving" over the bar in a Cork 

hotel and after a year there she was hired for similar service at 
had served an apprenticeship in "serving" over the bar in a Cork 

hotel and after a year there she was hired for similar service at 
had served an apprenticeship in "serving" over the bar in a Cork 

hotel and after a year there she was hired for similar service at 
had served an apprenticeship in "serving" over the bar in a Cork 

hotel and after a year there she was hired for similar service at 
had served an apprenticeship in "serving" over the bar in a Cork 

hotel and after a year there she was hired for similar service at 
had served an apprenticeship in "serving" over the bar in a Cork 

hotel and after a year there she was hired for similar service at 
had served an apprenticeship in "serving" over the bar in a Cork 

hotel and after a year there she was hired for similar service at 
had served an apprenticeship in "serving" over the bar in a Cork 
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brother and aunt that "he had seen everything worth seeing in Europe., 

and that he would remain at Queenstown to fish, photograph, and sketchJ 

The young gallant was left alone with his sweetheart,and the 

romance progressed fast On "Tottie's" days off they drove together 

about the country in a jaunting car and the townspeople soon ca.rte to 

realize that the handsome wealthy young .American was in love with 

their barmaid. 

Upon one occasion they drove to Blarney Castle where "Tottie11 

kissed the Blarney Stone, which foretold a fortuitu..ous life, and 

again to the Queenstown Regatta, the naramount social fixture of 

successive years, attended by the aristocracy of Erin, For that 

event he was accompanied by his sweetheart's aunt and was attired 

in the most notably correct clothes -- obviously on purpose to 

suggest to the amazed spectators that he was a suitor for the hand 

of Ireland's most beautiful young woman. 

A weel-c 1 ater Maurice took leave of "Tottie" and ret rned to 

New York and then to Wilmington, and before his family confessed his 

love for an Irish barmaid. In those days, marrying out of ~~e du.Pont 

family was frowned on, but perhaps the head of the "Barony" did not 

oppose, or w s unable to exercise his usual feudal authority and pre-
<t ~) 

vent the miscegnation, as he must have regarded the proposed marriage 
' 

of a scion of the House of duPont to an Irish girl who served drinks 

in a barroom) 

Maurice perhaps had proposed to his sweetheart - or they had 

reached an understanding - for he hurried back across the Atlantic 

again "Tottie" had gone to her aunt's home in Dublin. 

The impetuous lover immediately joined her and together they 

went shopp ng for a trousseau which was very elaborate, and the 

gifts showered upon her were more beautiful and costly than she had 
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dreamed of ever possessing. 

The first public announcement of the marriage appeared in the 

Cork Examiner of December 13, 1889,almost six weeks after the 
t 

ceremony. The same notice was cabled to Wilmincton the next day, 

which was the first notification that Maurice duPont's infatuation 

for "Tottie", the Queen's barmaid, had had its sequence in a 

church ceremonial. The announcement simply stated: 

"DUPONT - FITZGERALD - On October 12,1889, at SS. Peter's and 
Paul's Church, {Cork) by the Rev. Canon Sheehan, Maurice 
duPont, second son of E. I. duPont of Wilmington, Delaware, 
u.s.s., to Margaret, daughter of P. Fitzgerald, Inchimore, 
Broana, County Kerry." 

It was explained that the bride, being a Roman Catholic, was 

granted a dj spensation that enabled her to marry the rich American 

gentleman of another faith~ 

Notice of the marriage brought the bride a flood of gifts and 

felicitous notes from the patrons of the Queen's hotel Many of 

them were sent from the country, all expressing the high regard 

and esteem of the writers. "Tottie" was twenty two. 

Soon after the nuptials, Mr. and Mrs. Maurice duPont went to 

S itzerland, wl-iere report declared the bride was to befr schooled'' 

in the usages of polite society. That course completed they sailed 
-,, 

for home where they were lelcomed by the duPonts, at a family 

reception. It had been planned to introduce the bride to her sisters, 

cousins, uhcles, and aunts {in-laws) in the Breck's Lane home of 

E. I. duPont, the father, but an explosion and the wrecking of many 

of the Company's powder mills with heavy list of dead and injured 

postponed the formal gathering. 

Within a few months the duPont Company shifted Maurice to its 

office on the Pacif c coast and upon the business retirement of Maurice 
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. 
they established themselves in a New York home. Part of the 

clan maintained intimate relat ons with Mr. and Mrs. DuPont. 

The late Alfred I. duPont manifested a brotherly affection 

for his brother and wife, and in the distribution of his great 

wealth gave them a large share to add to their already generous 

fortune. 

After the Cork wedding, it was announced here that Margaret 

Fitzgerald was the daughter of a distinguished Irish family, but 

her father had lost his property, and was obliged to permit his 

daughter to earn her livelihood. The report added that she had 

been educated in a convent and had thus acquired the accomplish

ments and culture that shone even in the role of a barmaid. 

Those who admired the Irish bride of Maurice duPont, as she 

on her fine mount rode the highways and byways of Christiana 

hundred - the Breck's Lane section declared her a young woman 
• 

whose beauty was equalled by her charm of manner, and one who was 

a mistress of the side saddle when on a high-bred steed~ Her 

brief stay in Wilmington enabled her to demonstrate that she was 

possessed of a background of culture and mistress of the social 

diversions of her Irish ancestors. 

Every Evening December 23 1 18891 page l; col.3; with comments 
on subsequent issues of the same paper. 
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William ~pencer Anderson (1829-1872) 

Submitted by Reese Hammond 

William Spencer Anderson, the second son of Daniel 

B. and Isabelle James Anderson, was born in a small 

frame house near what is now fifth and Walnut Str:'-ets in 

1829. 

The early days of Anderson were spent 

of several mills and a brickyard. In this brickyard Anderson 

first learned to work an=1~a 

Garrett( kin no to .... 

Garrett took a keen deli ht in helping the Negro youth get 

a semblance of an education for at this period few Negroes 

were the l-'rivilege of learninc to reaa a"'d write. 

Anderson applied himself and soon mastered the fundamental, of 

elementary education, but this smattering of learn-

in6 caused an unrest that helped carry hi1 to a hei8ht never 

before attained by a Delaware Negro. 

As Anderson became older./ his ambition to achieve be-

came an obsessio~ __. faced with the dismal outlook of life 

in a slave ~tate._; his yet untrammeled spirit sought means of' 

escape from the handicaps of a pernicious NIMi!.e system. 

i;horouchly disgusted by the limitations of tl.e Negro in 

~elawar~ Anderson made arrangements to go to Liberia, then 

an embryonic republic on the west coast of Africa. Friends 

of the indomitable youth scoffed at the possibilities of 

life in Liberia but ~nderson continued his preparations and 
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sailed in 1847. 

several years after his arrj lrcl in Liberi~ he married 

the daughter of Bishop rloberts , 1iss.i.onary fro!!l this country. 

Hrs Anderson visited this country in later years am was re 

cei vod with great acclaim by friends of her husband. here . 

The industry and thrift of his father was part of the 

inheritance of' young Anderson wh~fter several years in England 
/ 

succeeded in one of his ambitions and was graduated from 

oxford University. He then threw his imn1ense physical 

resources into acquirlng a plantation and in a short while 

amassed holaings of ten thousand acres along one of the 

principal Liberian rivers. Bun er crops of coffee, rar1·ia , 

cocoanuts and other products were soon bringing a steady 
,_I 

stream of cash into the Anderson 

years were prosperous and plentiful 

the fo:lowing 

Much of the 

coffee raised on the plantation was shipped to this countr~ 

where it \"fas ground and sold by his father at the old 

Anderson coffee shop in Andersonville-- - then in the vicinity 

of Second and <.,layton streets . WilminGtonians traveled from 

all points in the city to purchase co!'f'ee f'rom Lani.el B. 

Anderso~for it was of the finest quality available at the 

trat time. \dlliam s. Anderson's success as a planter soln 

earned 1·or him great a~'!'luence among the Liberians . 

By virtue of his honest dealinus and position as a 

leading plante:; Anderson attracted the attention of political 

leaders elected jveaker of the House of Represent-

atives for a complete term. :us c.emea.nor in th:.s important 
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office was ~a~H~~impeccabl e and upon completion of the 

Henry Washington Johnson were commissioned to 

~~,._.at;e.w~ day 21, 1871, a loan of from ~ngland. 

After 

made a short 

~i~1ii-;;11·~i~,,.,C.tA the successful .u the 

trip to 1dlminJ ton. His return 

loa~ Ander~on 

was the 

occasion i'or a gala celebration and the Ne6 roes of the 

City tendered him many social honors in appreciation of his 

auspicious service in Liberia . ~.hile here he exhibited 

native African gold, ivory tusks , elephant 's tails , and other 

African curios and trinkets. T hls collection is now the 

property of his brother (A . G. B. Anderson) who lives quietly in 

\~ ilmine, ton. 

His short vis~ t here ove::.., Anderson returned to his 

adapted home and became embroiled in political strife then , 
about to shake Liberi~-..~n-o-tP~s tottering financial foundat-

ion. Political uprisings culminating in the assassination of 

the president and vice - president placed Anderson in a position 

of ascendancy. Upon leaving a meeting at Uonrovia , September 

14, 1872, Anderson was shot by Jesse 0 harpe , a political 

rival . f'•he wound , at first, was 

one , but thirteen days later 

effects of the shot. Thus 

first Negro of international repute. 

a minor 

from the 

Delaware's 

wife and 

four children ' Lani el., Manville J., l •.loise and vdlliam Spencer. 

The former two were partially educated at Lincoln universit 

( chester County., Pa . ) but left school after t. he a emise of their 
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father and returned to Liberia. 

---30---
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Na val 2,ervice 
otes from outh Carolina 
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J 

Additional ote Concerni the South Carolina Navy , Co odore 

~111on, and Robert Coram•a ervic 

• 85: ecords of tho f!a rant family include John ta rant ' s 

statement concerning his naval service , made in a pension pli• 

c tion. e claimed to have been commissioned to the South Caro-

lina Navy in y 1778, to have one forth 1th to H vana , where 

he join d Caotain Robertson on the Gu tave and accom anied him 

to Nantes . In June 1779, 11th Gillon ' ermi sion, he joined 

John Paul Jones aboard the Bon Homme Richard. lie 1as woundea in 

the battle 1th the 'erapia and out of action for a veral mont • 

In the late fall , aft r hia recov cy, her joine Gillon, rho 

romoted hi from his previous rank of midshi n to lieutenant . 

1th Gillon ho sail don the South Carolina on the voya et at 

ended in Philadel hi in June 1782 . From Philadel hia he as 

sent to Charleston on s ec1al duty , and d1d not o 11th the South 

Carolina on her final voyage . 

NOT: Coram is recorde as arrivi in France 1: 1th 

Robert on aboar th Gustave , after a lo delay in Havana ; ..;,;: • 

. irorant 1 another of those . entioned. It seems certain that thi 

is the same man whose record is stated above , for spelli , ao not 

one of Commodore Gillon ' s strong points , and the record in other 

res octs matches almost exactly the one we have reconstructed for 

Coram. Though ayrant ' a career i of no i rr:mediate importance to 

the resent inquiry , its details tartlingly conf'irm th 

tures made from the exiting mentions of Coram. 



19:55 

1906 

la val ~erv1c 
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The nots on yr nt mention that he wa an or rum, 
r i cc by his aunt , hoso name 1as Prin le . Any connection 11th 

Ach.~ead rin ·1? 

• 81: ont!on of Gillon and ompany in an ccount book of 

another firm; 1768. 

Alexander Gillon married rs . acy Cripps , a fido 

it1 on son, on July 6 , 1766 . Th re era no chil ren . But this 

is corrected by the t~o follow! • . 

104: 

1920: 

l 2 : 

e th record of his da hter, ry, in 1770, 

just before her third birthday. The first 

~rs . Gillon died in 1?87, and th Commodore 

remarr1e in 1789. His econd wife , nn Fur~ 

cell, bore .h1r.i several children before his 

death in 1794. 

rrla e records ive date of Gillon ' s first 

marria e as July~. 1766 . 

A. Gillon was a delegate to the •cecond Provincial 

Con ress" fro C rle, ton 1n 1775- 76 . 

1906, • 219: G1llon1 s arne a pears on t liot of reci ient of ----
bounty grapts , vol . 4 , PP• 163• 6 . 

1933 • 79. A list of out C rol1na reru es made c . 31 , 1791, ------

1909 

includes the namo of ary Gillon. No children or ser nts are 

mentioned. 

Gil n tated in lett r to Col . L urens th t hi 

Sout C rolina co nd had been offere before the co ional 
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contract as tendered him; that he held it under advisement for 

some time aiti for final ratif~c~tion of the continental com• 
i·. 

m1 sion and funds to carry ~tout . H. st tad that , although ho 

prefer red the State offer, and had tentatively accepted 1t , he 

1ould c rry out the congressional business if they held him to 

his contract and supplied th necessary fund.a promptly. In hi 

ansrer, Laurens stated t t he d1d not h-nm 1hy the business had 

been held up1 except that uono p as e~tremely scarce and there 

rnre d ands for it on very a1c1e . He added that he d heard 

a committee mber who ha been absent at the ttme of the con-

tract with Gillon say that he r1ould have opposed it had he been 

present, on the grounds that Gillon had on a reviou occasion 

sent ttan a3ent" on commission heh d promised to attend to 

ersonally, nd that his ccounts for it had be n s ttled lo,ly . 

Laurens, however, iehed Gillon ~ell in his venture 

in connection t 1th the St te navy , implied that Gillon had · l 

r son for b 11 vi the arrangements void and ~ould be umise 

in refu i an o ortun1ty to be of immediate service to the 

CO"tlntry , and ex resaed his ho e that events in France 

ects for American success bright . 

de pro .. 

• 160: A communication of Oct . 4 , 1781 indicated that Gillon 

was already in financial ifficulties 11th South Carolina memb r 

of Co ress for ving given Col Laur n his choice oft o thir e 

of the car o he had taken to urope "at ori inal cost , " and for 

having obligated himsel f to take a con iderable car o "on contin

ent 1 account" hen th Carolina returned. The im lication is 

clearly rk d that the Commodore aa ass i tin the gen ral ov rn-
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.ent at the x en e or the rofit of ,outh Carolina , 1n th eye 

of that tato ' representatives . 

1909 • 79• 80: The officers n .e a __ .__."-'---- 1 rrived for the South 

1909 

1909 

C rolin navy in the Tillon 1 · t ,er of ·~rch 1779, ref rod to 

else her aro: Cat . J nier (elsewhere apoll d Joyner) , ' • 

enc or , t • arters and firr . ovillo , Capt . I obeson ( els aw ere 

pelle Robortson) , '~ith Mr. Lind·1 1th, rorant , and Coram. 11 

r . Theus had been with the last• _entioned group , but had died 

of a 11 ox shortly fter landi • 

• 133: In J'une 1779, one of Gillon ' 1 tters ea.ks of 

f 1tle s efforts to arra e sso. e r or n a fe iln officers w o 

were still in Franc and who wi had to go home to def' n "their 

invaded country. " 

The couth Carolina as chased eighteen hours . (Cor-

rect state ent in Co per) . Th ame article mentions th t , 

e·pite the oav e criticism to wh1oh he ias bjected, illon 

continued in public service until hi death; he was a member 

both of Co ress and the State l i lature . During the er1od 

wh le both were in 1rance , Gillon an Franklin ere at swords ' 

points 1th one anoth r i r nklin u pectod the ~outh Carolinian ' 

i:1otivas o.nd busine honesty; Gillon charged the American minis-

ter :rith re usal to cooperate holeheartedly in mea ures for the 

common defense if he had not initiated them. 
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CORAM 
Education 

·~)" 

I C 

'~e ne forte ro as uo me due , quo La.retuter ; 
Nullius ddictus jurare in verba magistri , 

o me cunque ra 1t tempestas , deferor hos es . 

"A new constitution f'or the Dela mre State ha.vi of late 

caused o speculation among politicians , I beg le veto 

solicit the public attention hile I offer a fa observa

t1o s or that ubjeet . 

"The ·reat fault in the presont constitution is , that the 

legislative , judicial, and executive pol,ers hich in all free 

governments o ht to be k pt separate nd inde endent of e ch 

other, are not ev n judicially blended but retchedly entangled. 

togeth r . The le islature which is d1v1ded into two branches 

con ists of a 1 g1slat1ve council an a house of ass bly , 

nd is lected by the people . The to branches by joint 

ballot chu the supreme executive . The supreme executive , 

and both branches , by joint ballot , appoint the judiciary. 

Justiceo of the peace are a pointed by the hou e of asse bly: 

rivy council of four members is chosen by both )ranche, 

two by the le islative council and two by the house of assem

bly. The executive dth th privy council appoints the 'ecre

tary, ttorney General , iegister, clerks of the courts &c . 

Sheriffs and Coroner· are elected by the peo le: All military 

officer are ap ointed by joint ballot of both hou. sJ and the 

executive a_points 11 civil officers not provided for 1n the 

constitution. From the defects of this constitution arise all 
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th corruption, intri , and disorder of the overnment. 

In the first instance the elections are influenced: parties 

are formed ho instead of voti for men of the best bilities 

and fittost ualif1cationo for repre entative , they vote 

only for men ho ill keep them or their fri nds in office, 

or find offic for them. This evil 1 increas d by running 

heriffs on the ame ticket with a eembly men. ihen th 

assembly ar conven d , cabals are formed for the distrib tion 

of offices , h1ch influence the proceedin s of the house , and 

interrupt the businesn cf le 1slat1on. 

"The magistrat a in many instances are members of the a sem

bly, they a oint th selves , and t ir influence extend as 

far as their magi terial jur1 diction: and thus they form a 

owerful and dangerous aristocracy. 

"The scheme of repres ntat1.on 1 defective , each county send 

even member to the s$embly: bu a11 free governments 

representation is found don population, as it is men and not 

land to be represented. 

"The executive 1 appointed by the le 1 lature, henc he 1s 

not suff1c1ently 1ndepende tJ nd 1f he should h ppen_ to be a 

eak an h 1 pro er tool for the aea mbly . To rem dy these 

iaorders ther is an absolute necessity of a ne~ constitution. 

11 I do not u 

faction of th 

... - -
this o portunity, merely to ex raes my dissat1s

ener 1 overnment; I live che rfully un er it 

because I am convinced, from the jarrin interest , and opposite 

policies of separ testates , no better can be expected. 



11 In short , if 

Coram 
ducat ion 
~tracts from Del . Gazette 

y other qu.al1f1cat1on le necessary to a 

candidate for public office xcept those of freedom and 

residence , it 1 perhaps th the be ~married man: for 

certainly a man ' s children are better sec rity or his 

attachment to his country, then any ecuni ry qualification 

th t ever wa devise •" 

• * * 
December 3 1 1791 (First para0'r apb , verbat i m ana c omnl ete ., of a longer 

article) 
0 It is a reed that men a1'e what educ tion ma os them. Why 

then do we ne~lect to provide for 1t? Why do we not enjoin 

it by law upon citizens and districts of the country to sup• 

ort free ochools , as it is pr cticed in New England? It is 

doing more than Sp rta did to make the y~th the children of 

the public . The uses of this provision cannot b numbered -

still less can they be estimRted. It is robabl , that during 

twenty ages , time will continue to disclo e ne advanta es , 

resulting from proper establishments for 1n tructing the body 

of the people . 1 o can say how much vice will be eradicated, 

how man~ ocial habits will be formed. The rich can buy 

learning - it is luxury. But to the poor it is necess ry, 

and to them Oh Americ ns it 1 denied . Let this repro ch be 

wi ed off . We are prond of our citizens , of the1x- wealth and 

extent , their public iorks , and edifices - ie make a 

parade of our luxury - and shall we not blush at the degraded 

state of great numbers of the laboring poorl 1b.at the town of 
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xtr ct from Del. Gazett 

Bo ton ha don to re ove t his stigma, deserves to be read. 1' 

* 
Dec ber 31, 1791 (First nara~ranh , 

* 
erbatim and com~l 0 te , of a loncer 

article) 

0 some r1ter, I for et who, has aid, kno lo 1 ower. 

This is an import nt pol tical maxim. If e should bani h 

des ot1 m, let b 1~11 1 oranc - for ignoraneo is nother 

nam for gullibility. By infu.si kno~led_e into the body of 

the eople, ie remove th m from th influ nc of the ar1 toera-

tic few. In tead of bei the tools, they become th artners, 

erhaps tha rivals, of the men of e lt nd education: 1 

may consider t hat power a harmless, which inste d of being 

engrossed by n ari tocraoy is diffused 

su eriority of the mind is tho most imposi 

on th eo le. The 

• 'hy t_ten r 

those ho make a noise about the poopl , an the 1')i (ht of man, 

so uch at their ease about then gl ct of ducation. The 

peop e never C be 1 osed u on v hen they shall b as 

ell informed s th ir teacher , for surely 1 t i dis a • in 

the ari tocracy to put their eapons into very man's nd. 

It is a kind of confisc t1on of the 1 alth of the su po ed 

ri tocrat of th country. en of America, let your ze 1 

take tis cour.., • The reat st en mies of F1r edom re among 

the luk r friends ton general diffusion of eduction 

amo the peopl •11 

( uot tion un er ates Dec. 3, and Dec. 31, 1791 are 
first para ra h · hicb. give e sence of entire article 
from hich they r quoted). 
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of the taff to collect book info t1on upon the follo ing 

subjects: Hi tory of inau tries in Dela are from their be

ginnings and r cial re.reaentat1on within these industries; 

The tory of Je 1sh imr.lig~ tion in Dela are; European back-

rounds of m jor1ty ethnic roups no living in Delnware. 

The group as a i; ole did reading 1n books abo t immi- . 

er nts 1n order to f 111ar11. themselve 1th the ubj ct 

1n general. ince our original purpose 1 to get ay fro 

cut and dried treatment hich lmost always results from 

u ing only books and the like as sources of information, e 

prepared a que tionnaire (already for arded) which will serve 

as a ba is for 1nterv1e s for "family circle" studies.· Tis 

que t1onn ire is to serve more as a guide to the interviewer 

uinc a direct 11st of questions shot at an int rvie oe will 

ec rcely elicit the liv:m information e ant. 

For several ee snow the group s been transcribing 

the er1can1zat1on cards, hich tlough eem1ngly a 1ne of 

information present several drab cks. In the firat place 

t ere re more than ten thousand such cards and at the rate 

of progre~s being made 1th the present number of orkers 

the job ·ould seem l oat - interminable. Consequently, cards 

hich contain only a little information are being passed over; 

the c rda hicb are more or less filled 1n are being transcribed 

1n .full. Although the c e histories ith1n each race are much 

varied, a eneral pattern s beco e discernible for each race 
. . 

so that ea_ ys expect, for instance, that a Pole will be--

marr!ed, MV ever l children, own his home, working 1n a 

leather concern or the like~ and formerly a farmer in Europe. 
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erely from orking t rou h these records e have come to 

admire the race for its ndustry, its family spirit and its 

pride of o ership. en the case hi tory of a Pole diver es 

more than slightly from this norm e consider 1t an anomaly 

and exhibit alight sur~rise. The Italian and the Je 1sh· races 

nlso dhere to a pattern. The other races, hich r here 1n 

muol lees&r numbers, present a more diffuse picture_ for that 

r .son. 

What struck us forcibly and even moved some of us emo

tionally as the contr st bet een occupations in Europe and 

occupations in this country. or cour e the industrialization 

of peasants 1n "our erica" is a much rehashed subject but 

seeing the fact reiterated again and again on the Amer1co.n-

zation ca~ds clinched our realization of tbe changed tempo 

in the life of the ir.uniur t ln Americ. 

Herein is submitted the form being used to collect the 

data from the cards nd instructions issued regardin the 

1ork. The form enc osed contains several samples from 11 

the cases e have already collected. In our actual ork all 

persons of the same race are together, but on form her sam

ples from several races are included. 

The interest of our group, on account of its racial 

make-up, seemed to center about the Pole and the Jo and it 

advanta eou to let the group dig into sources concerning 

these race as a background for dealing ith the races 1th 

which they are less familiar. Consequ ntly, a 11st of all the 

Polish societies nd or an1z tlons, as ell as a history of 
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Polish ne spapers 1n 1lm1ngton, bas been a sembl d. 

The Polish or n1zat1on 111 be or use to us for later 

field visits.-- Th ource wb1eh promises to be most 

prol1fie tor 1nformnt1on about Je is the 1lm1ngton 

Je 1sh Walf re A oc1 tion, hlehJ.y centralized agency 

for Jewish ffa1rs 1n the eity, but e have had to bide 

our time as they re still busy 1th their annual cam

paign for funds. 

In its final form we ant th Survey to be, 1. fac

tual and 2. interesting. Already e have found it dif

ficult to get a y from a statistical point of view, which 

does not mean that statistics 111 be excluded. But e 

do ant to have a atudy which 111 be rad, enjoyed, and 

ive people a better understanding of their community. 



f James B. Cheyney 
February 29, 1940 

~--· 

"Stolen" Horse Companies 

NEdSPAPER HISTORY~! 
ANECDOTES 

Ktt>1..1~ 

When horses were a necessary adjunct to the farm and an 

irresistible temptation to thieves, there were Horse Companies 

in every rural section of Delaware during the Nineteenth Century. 

A good horse for farming , driving, or heavy hauling would bring 

as much as ~100 to the II stealerst' and the idle classes of the 

countryside readily discerned that money could not be so easily 

had by any means other than taking farmer's teams. In winter 

they stole the horses from their stables after night, while in 

summer they lured the animals toward the nearest gate of their 

pasture, then mounted them and galloped away, fully aware that 

t h e whole countryside of farmers would be on their trail as soon 

as the theft was discovered. 

Consequently every cross roads community had its own Horse 

Protective Association. As soon as a horse was missed the organi

zation was notified, and in a few minutes a score of men were 

in the saddle scouring the country roads, Membership was assembled 

in an amazing brief time and t he hunt began without delay, The 

riders stopped at every house and also quizzed all pedestrians 

to i nquire if a man riding a horse of the description they soupht 

had been seen; if not a change in the line of pursuit was taken 

at once. 

One of the assurances that the stolen animal would be re

covered lay in the fact that after an hour's going at top speed 

t he ani ~al would be exhausted and perhaps hidden in a thicket or 
and about 

woods until the next night• In/New Castle County there seemed 

to have been numerous hide-outs for the stolen animals. Along 

the Sus quehanna River and in the ••relsh Mountains, a day's jou rney 
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from the State Line was a favored hide-out. Once secure in th~ 

overe:rown highlands, trie thieves could regard themselves and 

their Dlunder safe from t h e ar:r.s of the law, lThere were instances 

v1here thieves sou rrht to induce the farmers to buy their stolen 

horses and such transactions were often effected especially when 

the stolen horse was~ exceptionally good for working or driving 

or a family favorite, Possibly more than fifty pe1cen~ of the 

horses stolen were recovered by the Horse Protective Associations, 

or Horse Companies~ but many of them had been ridden so hard by 

the thieves that they rarely returned to physical normalcy. 

Practically every horse xix~µ~ in New 

Castle County, was protected by the comnanies• Zven if th~ 

owner of a stolen horse was not a member the neighborhood conmany 
1 

turned out and lent their aid in trying to recover the animal. 

The horse was the most i~portant animal in farm life until half 

a century ago; for the farmer to lose one of his equine workers 

often meant that he might not be able to crop his 12nd, In such 
often 

emergencies, however, the neighbors/supnlied the missing place 

in the work team, and avoided xa potential crop losses. 

The annual meetings of the companies when officers were 

elected and a great dinner eaten at the house of a member, or at 

a hotel, brought the Club together in reminiscent jubilation. 

Some of the feasts on those occasions were sumptuous - especially 

those served at the Delaware House when Brooke Turner was host. 

There was not only a superabundance of the viands of Delaware 

origin but there are still extant records to nrove that 11 two 

bottlersi: were real men of the flesh and blood and not legendary 

characters~ At those festive gatherin s the horse hunts of the 

previous year were recounted in detail and there were pithy 
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discussions on how to increase the efficiency of the pursuits 

of horse thieves,. The last New Castle Horse Company maintained 

its organization long after the automobile had been recognized 

as an inescapable medium for connecting the thieves with the 

whipping nost and the cat. 



HEZEKIAH NILE 

rn, Ch tr co. 
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h1 torian. 



SU itt d by 1 l Be Hull ogr phy 

o ber 1,1937. 

HEZEKIAH lfILES 

H1 tor1an reg I'd Hts k1 a Del war •s mot 1llus-

tr1o du etul oontl'1but1on j na11 t d h1 torian, in 

th unit d St t s. H1 t Reg! t r" auppli th most com

pl t and r 11 bl r co ot ooeurr no 1n th tirst halt ot the 

19th c ntury to b faun • It h an 

1ndu tr1ous, p 1n t 1d OUl' t g th r rot th publ1o 

v nts ot h1a time, h ha ,M(............. 1 th ti ld o 

journal.1 •" 

bo octob r 10. 17'17• 1n Oh ter County, nnsylvm1 , 

t hous n 3 tt ri I ord her b1 p ent had t n · 

during t Whtcb inclu.d th battl of the Bra.ndy• 

d th ocoup t on of lm:l.ngton. Sub qu ntly 

1n lm1ngton,· h ppr t1o to print r o.nd -

t1on ot b 1ng bl to et t,i, faster, nd "turn 

out ol an r copy than n, oth r c po 1t r 1n r1c • 

In 1800 h jo n th .firm s juni01' .w.m1,1..,._,r, ot n l and 

11 , boo u 11sh r, 1n 1ngton• but th t did not prosper. 

It 1 tail b oau ot th 11" t t t to 
. 

1t1ng o Gov rnor John D1ck1naon," th 

larg nt bring no c nsu.x,, t r tux-ns. • Niles t re• 

u n nt rd th t1 ld ot journaJ.1mn• oont1'1but1ng oroua ppr 

call lldr1 vlils, by oeottr y Thielen c • o dit 

t r. sept b r 11, 1811, h to 1 ou • 1n 

t1mor, h1 "Nile Regiat r" kly public tion d vot cl to th 

faith.tu]. portr yal of the news of th t • on Sept b r 31 1 , 



H ·z ld.ah l r ti f1! t ct1 

nd turn d it ov r to hi on, 1111 Ogden 11 , 

il - ogr ph:y' 
l HUll. 

it to hi 0 toll .., rerulmelQ 1 t 1111 t1 

R gister. In y, 183 • ho v r, th public t1on 

ti or. 

H ki 11 , 1ng sllfr r ot ar 

ng on "to 

r turn to 

1 ft h1m b "1 

buri d th h1 d a oocurr d ,apri a. 1839. 

B1b11o phy- scbart. vol. 1. pp 4 66. 
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· John Wynee CURRENT Fl L . 
' ' -· August 301 1938 Delaware Ship and Shipping 

John Fitch's Steamboat 

'Poor John Fi ch, who as born on January 21, 1743, at 

ndsor, Connecticut, uf'fered the rate of many gent n. He 

devot d practically all hi life to the invention and furtherance . 
of the steamboat· and then as robbed of the fr-~1ts of h1 victory. 

After many years of experimentati n John .tch, on 

September 27, 1785• laid the drawing and description of a steamboat 

for stemming the current before a special meeting of th American 
• 

Philosophical Society of Philadelphia. On the second of the . 
following Dec mber he displayed a model of the above• mention d craft. 

In 1786 Fitch made everal trials th his invention on 

the Delaware Riv • The first w s with a small one-inch c linder 

engine ich had. mt u.fficient er; on the . twentieth of July 

ot the sam yeru-, he tried an nine with a thr e•inch eylinder. 

Ho plac d this en3ine in a small sore skiff and experiment d 1th 

a "screw of paddles, a screw propeller, the endless ch~in of blocks 

and a side wheel, with very little success. The next night wb.11 

in bed he thought of a plan which he subsequently uaed, to wit: the 

boat should be propelled by a series of lve paddles, six to a 

side, arran~ed like those of an Indian canoe, and operated by steam 

power. He at once rose and prepared a plan or the design he had just 

thought ot, and in the morning it ae approved by Henry Voight, a 

watchmaker who assisted Fitch in all his experiments. Th.ls plan was 

afterwards tried on the skiff in which he had the steam engine, and 

the reflu1t was "the first successful propulsion of vessel by steam 

1n America." Th.is trial took place on the Delaware River on 

July 27~ 1786 and gave very flattering promise ot the futur use• 
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.f'ulness of the invention. 

On February 31 1787, Fitch as granted xclus1v rights 

by th Dela are Leg!sl tur to use the steamboat invent d by him. 

1787, Fite~ 1 unehed a 1xty-foot boat pro• 

pell by n steam-paddle wheel. In it he carried as many as thirty 

passenger~ _~A umn rous round-trip voyages be een Philadelphia and 

Burlington. 

In 1790 h built a third and . larger boat that was_ put in 

regular servie on the Dela ar R~.ver. On July 30, 17901 the 

Federal Gazette carried the follo ng advertisements 

"Th steamboat sets out fr-om Arch Street ferry- on 
Sunday morning at eight o'clock for Chester to re• 
turn the srun d • And on 'nl.ursdaya following at 
seven o'clock for ilmington and Christeen Bl-1dge.' 

During this time, Fitch allegedly res1d d 1n a hous on Market 

Street bet on Front and S cond Streets, and directed h1 lin 

"from th1 nd. 

!!'he on~y encourab ent Fitch received for tti1s aocomp

11shment the grant of u.s. Patent on Au et 26, 1791. Late 

in the amo year he started to build fourth boat, appropriately 

named "Perseverance," which was eek d by a storm befor complo• 

t1on. 

Wh.113 ~ ~.tch hus constructed four ucc asf'ul steamboats, 

h gave littl or no ttent1on to construction or oper ting costs, 

failed complot ly to se then ed ford oonstr ting t e economic 

asp cts of ate n vi ion, and accordingly lost all f1nanc1E\l 

support. 

Fitch as truly th victim of an 111 fate. His unhappy . . . 

oh1ldhood, martial life, many unfortunate business adventures, 
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· captUl' by and ubsequent escape from th Indi ns ond Bri t1sh, 

hie gre t inv ntion scorned and practically ignor d by his con

t m.poraries (history ha been no less unkind) fin ly led him 

to kill himself on July 2., 1798., by taking an ov rdose of opium 

pills do\'Tlled . th a h e ught o hiskey. 
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