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. s ro o tion 3p ed 011 

,1.. llo a. u oao vod1 tl · t b 1: eco o de 

t tlc 1 .. ap otive b ioo tuJ.d oonvonts.ons of the 

n:1 ted. olo oa he --e n ov rnmont s -=-1·1c1 e11t to 

th i enc1e of tl etr e.ttli1"a have 'be011 n1 l· 1)to 

o to a t euch. ov rn·ent ns alt l, in 

tl e op.-;11 on of tbe l" preaonto.t1v a of' tho oo le .. 

st c , cluoe o e "''"°"'",..,_ w so.fet o tf ii-

co s i tue to 1 pm t1ou o.tJ, and Ano1"ioo in onoral 

au equ nt rasol tio11 .u or>iz 

a.po \t tt;ien of u o omr.11 t o to ao 

dl.. t and ado t aud, 1th o rasol,,t1on o 

11 th .Ott:: .• wne O'" red tbla.sh.... t-. the Coll{,=icoa 

3 3.i::, 17? • 

Co!~oos1 in · e oonn •m, ~ a 

t oat 1 1 tl. 

e t"eo1· sproru.i 11 

ur ·:cd 1~~ o o 

f d nti<>ll ro d y to o.y. n l"id.a. , .Juno 7, 7 , 

c~ ard. o, of Q V. :t\.J1n:t dc:le,., .:;i n, ffus;,o 

e fol owln lution: .osolvoo., t i,.\t t' o..,e unit 

olo. 1 s ere, nnd o.r r!et1t ou t to be, fro. and 

i open ont atatea; that t ey are nbool~o i'r nl 

.. 

ell to the 1"1 t1oh C o 1, ,. '"· tl t all ol1e1 t :1 

c ot1on b t ·1 on iem 'l l tl'IO s te.to or Groa.t r t n 

ia, nnd ou t to o, tot ly d1aso vod . ' '111 "'OS u 

. n eb to from O.? to a.y ':,u · no vote on tr..e 1,0 o• 

o "O # a oo. o ot' tho o o .too t, t, not 

t a t "tudo 0£ th 1 conatttuouta, it .. a 

!' .td0r: t to S.l.o for t • 
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co1n TTEES OF CORRESPONDENCE:-In a Boston town meeting of 

November 1772, Samuel Adams moved that a "committee of corres

pondence" be appointed to state the rights of the colonies, 

and corr spond with other provinces and towns of New England. 

Their proceedings ere to be secret. The system resulted in a 

union. They ere sometimes related to as "Committees of Safety," 

and po sessed almost supremo executive power, delegated to them 

by the people. The "Committee of Safety of Pennsylvania,"• 

composed in part of representatives ft-om Delaware• ad charge 

of all vigilance ot1vit1es 1n Delaware until the formation ot 

the "Council of Safety in Dela.war on November 61 1776. 
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cl , 1716, 

• 't7 , 
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ct 

0 o t 100 

0 

or 1n ab111ty to 

r 11 

cl 11 t rt1c1-

, 776 - re, 

1cl:: f th t 
1cto 0 t r ~i hi 

ar to co 0 t; en 

8 at n 11 on 

ch ·he tnl waa 
t . , n ,. 

Vf 1777,· 1n 

ti t 1 coto ., in oh 

Col l l t kill 

-ttl • D 1 s~ 

en, d s a tor 118 

Iz t o f ll 

to tto.c b t e 

en t m t e o 

s . 

t , 

e er 
0 • 1s w tl e 
~ 

1ch,,e 1st lawaN 

1n 1st1 

1'!1 d s rt • t., 

e1r be av1or., l tr, 
e no 0 ., 

t f t e or 1n rv 1!7• 
tl e r1t1s 
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o:r hiladolnll10. 

n o.ud of' tti.e 

1ve . 

od at 

hHd ordered t m1lit a of ew Jort.uly, em1::.ylvnni , 

Del.awn.re J.i M :u,,lnnd to ·,., . ~ 'in.tel e l · forth 

to ~ept.l nn i11vosion l) tho e:mll'.ily i."l tllea States, 

a.,id th t "all l1ve to .k b d ~1von from tho Del i ~e 
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n o ...,r ss ~dered the e ,are troops 

· :1 c t O""r'.J.B o , , o,; Je1•s-9 , ro uth to 

rce t 0 ·CvG there. The Del are 

to bout 500 men with Robert 

c r, '·uin. 1e e_a rare and other re i. ents 

ral 1, 1 ft Itorristo n , 

.J rs · on , O, :for tho south, re ing 

tJ • u e. l m:i ton to Elkton, ~aryla."'ld 

an fro ti er- · 1 .. ·..,or to ctersbur , Vir inia. 

ortl, 

J e t."OO 

• t C 0 

d p• C 

~ l" ,1 c .from etersburg to Buff lo 

ere General Gates took 

to C· 4den, south C rol .... na. r J.~ 

duri·1...; tl i 

s · for. the ant of provisions 

· 1, :1h.:ch rend red t em eak and si ly. 

t l, l7v0, the ar y fo 1 ght t!te ost t 

b tlc of.' th out . This ,as t e :first 

e cnt f t 1 Del... • r . ro iment in th Southern 

C p i , l t1 

7.: .ll~d .I. 

hou • 
s 

oth "r 

forth C olL , 
0 s l co i 

r or :J.i"' fo_c 

of e Sm 

t r 

r 

•ere 

co 

s f rm 

nt . noarl 

re ',65 in 

ihil ted. The 

slort fight of one 

111 

ts of the ela are d 

sse bled t Salsibury, 

ized. Cantain Robert --irk-

·he Delaware s; and the 

brigade u'Yld r co and 

the ritish ere taki 

·vo Ch rlest4> , Colonel 1, 
cl.A l 

rion. ho h d c rr1ed on uerill 'Ii rf re a inst 

ri ish, r shed them at d y break• captur d them, and 



:n. 01~ , _ r , ..r. 7...,0, aeno.ral Greene nrt"\1 vcd 

Ch t t · , ... ol"th Oa.r-o 1 .... 0.1 end relieved Oon al 

.t,eu S: Jf). vil.l"htO.ry 17, l 7i::. , the De a• 

t_ 'Ops .tm ghv i 1 m:1 on't.,. e ot Co\lpone . illo 

tia 1n . · :t.e be .. tox-e the onsJ.augh of 

he t,.,.; w1cc ·•h• lo~t 14 men in t...11:!.s battle. 

.. , :0 w~ ·, i;n\opa or c ,°'4Sed a&e.in a.t the battle of 

...,1 .... ls 1 

" 0 ldrks 

a~olina, 1n v!11ch the 

r, 1c with tbe Am1J:rictn1s 1n 

ab oned pu.rau1t :it the 

oru iul l:.L.s, 

1 , o.r•r1v1 

on .. ,g,J. e 

1 mox--ch~ ... -54 ma:teo to 

tbel'a 011 Apr11 001 7i:Jl. 

11m 1n battle on t.~ 25th 

he 1 xt ~r.: il ~:h . nt ot tho ne· awa.ru troo a wao 

o ffnlne .,,. ix.* .r ene ocompl!sh d but 

l G 

u~~bu~e as paid to tho Delaware 

1 l at .. 011gnbe ent oi' tho Dela• 

t . 1taw ... p:r1ngs.- The 

o :w wo:,;. .. ,, ".1..ctK>1?1ou ~ After this battle 

o a· n re.::. ,aahin,gton at Yorktorm, 

1 a CA tt:ms o ing lr.;oa t seven years of 

orain1on o.t rea t .rita.in ovor Jmtt.n.~ic 
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. co1tri t d lcr 1 to 

t t in o tining n1 t n s 

n t • t fl" 

of' o 

to ol o r n y 20 . 00 

to tho 

0 t 

45 . 00 

or ur to of 

i 

.. cro 

3 .oo for \"' r 

~ to 

r 

h t d , th o:f'fi r r coivin lmo t 

r rui s t on r c ved for h1 

1 ch fo obt in

orv c n ,h 

• 
t 

C 

0 t 

un 

Con 

nth 

1p t 

nn 

d ·200 . 0 i ut h offic r got 

Th ho. 1 0 1 

r h to ndur nth 

of hun r o ur • Th 8 t r ving on t 

hor 0 1 J' rs P~l l hi, food 

r pl nt fu1 not 11 ch n for • Th 

p opl h d f 11 d 0 0 ,h trioti th t t· yd -

n d of th • It dif ficult to 0 t th 

n C on y to t ., u t th tim 

r cinz, g b n lott 1 .. r n 

f'r ly b th l • Th ric of too 

n # h 1 lu of h P"' r urr no d er oi:r 

hundt- d doll r n l r • ort thr :undr d 

o.l r n P r curr ncy . our old hi h 4 o. 
p r brr 1 oth r food tu.ff d upp .. l" high 

1 roportion. Tho 0 ng • r 

t ri ant of th p op C 1 profit 0 

h old. 

0 t -

• 
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The Co r s tr .. od to re edy this by s tting the pr1c a at 

hich ,oods :t>f 0 ,b t 1 Ctn thor1ty over t 

t t , t could ot i or n. l re n t 

t t dy condition or co ly 1th the 

, " 1 t" , profits to t nty f'old,bec uae 

ch ts con rd 1t infr ng nt on their rights 

:.,. 

of th " 

r ndi 

Legi 1 tur rece1v 

-:y" clmo led 1 

y moriale from the o£f1cera 

th r solves of' th Aasembly,but 

th for so bl r on the re olvea 

1th such uth-

ority 

e e 

th t h 

1 ecut by tho e vat 

e ur ontly inn ot foo n cloth-

1 ~t t officer 'Ir not bove reproach.for 

r olut on to tr 1 t n out d settle up account of loan 

of ice, herif ,r cru ti~ otf'icers,stote tr urer ,r 1-

t l o f c r n p 

t , r frequent. 

ot r, n t clother ener l of the 

On bru 22.,1777 an ct s s ed t e Contin-

nt 1 curr ncy le 

d 1 t d 

t int 1 

off' t 

t te,February 27.1777 

d humili tio • 

Leg1sl ture djourn don Jun 7,1777 until October. It et 

in ver,October 201 177?, butt er snot a full tten nc 

du to the proxi 1ty r the it~ he Th Lo 1al tur provided 

or r 600 for litia to be id by drat't of 

51 000 ounds on lo n offic in ent County. It 1 ct d C 

o noy• lichol s V and Thomas c ean d leg testo 

Coner sa for the ensuing ye • It adjourned in cemb r. 

The Leg el ture re- s bled ·n • bru 

"'CBi nod 8 ch 31 t C 

1778. George R d 

o.r odney succe ded 
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?7. ct to pr v n t ort -

tion of provio1o s t 0 or 

l t J. of th Co f r h 

0 t on ov b r is. 777 

t 0 h t t cir l t r cco"' 

p ,r co n n t ctiv d 1 -

t C . 0 i Z or tif' t Conc;r . • D 

r od. of oti in C , t 

rul of r 0 t X , n t o ition of t 

0 .1 11 D 1 l 

in Co tor t 

tion. It . t 77 1 • 
cont.n t; o on rov s1o ter 

t n ancl flour hould 

0 so n th ("It t • 

.. 11 ·ngto , NV 

It 1 d o ... Tl iving . n 

D 1 r 1 fro of n th 

g 11 • DC l" n . 177 #it t nt 

1 ct o· DC 0 1 T. C 0 nd 

G • R d t to Con r d cl d fur-

t r vie ... C t n 

p n -
1 1 tr 1 • db y hi t • Pr C V 

r ci t curr nc . B chu ts ed 

on to fi t pr C of pro UC re ndi d 

1 bor C 0 t • G or r ru d th thr 

1 in Co co 0 th ion fro Del· I' • 

.,,, 
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The prices ere limited to twenty fold the price in 1774• 

l r r....ad not ores ricted her merchants and many art

icles coat forty to rift,, t es aa much in 1780 as it did 

1 ter passed an ct eot blim ing the 

p r on I:11.ght k on ~ticle,ond providing 

tin and 1 rieo ent ford nding higher pric • 

Th Legialut\llte assembled arch 281 1780,conterred 

cert in privlleg s nn ~~l.£4i~t os on the ubjecta of the 

ling of nc tl rl.n this t te. It designated the 

26 h of pr11 as a day off sting and pr Y"r• Th 1 gal 

tender functions of th Cont en·v 1 cU?Tency 1 s o r d 

nforc d. The session nded J..pril 16,1780. 

Th ela ar e bly met in ever 1 tra siona 

in 1780 1 to provide money to f'urni. eup_lies for th 

• In June 1780 the Pr s1 ent waa e pow r to appoint 

two persona n each county to 1 in filling up er glm t 

ecruiting officers e1" ullo 1 <1 l o.oo for every man 

they obt: in ho pn s mu tr. c n were to receive 

200. 1n add1t1on tot~ 

a veey unju t method of cr"11t1ng en fOl' army erv1ce. 

sda , De comb r 7th v a o.pp int d y of Thanks iving 

and pr yer, c w- 1 o tiB tot Congress. Then xt seas on 

et 1n le C tle on January 13.1781. It leot d Thoe. 

Rodney.Thomas c 

~e for he 

issu d rer c le n 

ncl "'1cl.t.ol s V 

1 .. 111 

deleg tea to Con

Credit reviouely 

no 111a 1a ed. Dece b r 13th 

17 1 ~ design t dad y of nke 1v1ng o.nd ayer. The 

Assembly ordered the titting out the Schooner_ "Viligant," 

for protection ot the Del are River and Bay. Congress w aa 



ge o.28 

mpo re to 1 vy uty f 7 c n s d v loreum oncer-

t 1n ood d er n 1 e )Ort nto his St te. 

Th Le isl tur met in ov r on Janua1 9th 1782 1-

r v to have an extxa deleg tea in Congress this 

yeartt tll n Dio nson, o s fc e n,c esar ~odney and 

de egates oi F hru ry 2nd. el rton re 

so v r to 

fed rt on ao a to h v f n l 

th .Articles of Con

ttlern nt of he 'Doundariea 

of the State , 1 th sub. ot ot the prop rty of' the islands 

int l h legat s ii 1., ins 1 ucted to ke 

e nt t u.re tle .fl c ndonce,froedom,and 

h pp 4 n s oft Unit .t ta 11 11 r 11 n hat th 

1 s ropres nte !n Congress. There. St t ahoul 

, lso ao 

re ~mt 

t 1 of the t tes mak1 separate pace 

un oualy eoolv ,"t t ongreas lon had power t 

term.in dn e ce d war and to ento into treaties an~ 

111 nc s,and that ny man or body of men ende vo1111g to 

nter into a tr ty or c with re t rit1an ithout 
. 

uthority of' Co eaa should be conai ered nd tre t d as 

en es ot the St tea." 

The war over, t o st t ntered upon the · 101•k of' r -

pairin 1 r v ea end accommodating hersol.f to the new 

condition ot peace under a republican form of Govez-nment. 

the services of her st tea en in council d her sold• 

ers in the .field he had borne a nobl and illustrious 

shar in the chieve ent ot independence and th formation 

of the nation. 
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peara to have bee many faulto in early state 

and na.tio:nnl eovernment:a . T'ne of'f'ices aeome to bo held 

by a vecy fe persona . :::n. somo instances one porson he1d 

t· o ox rr.or o.ncl otbor instances residenc s of 

eld offico ln Delnwar • In 1782 a politi-

c 1 ttnck \'m.s . <'.>de in Plrl.ladelphia upon Chief Justice 

rorc an,ncv: o ylve-.ni , f'o:r holding in addition to the 

oi.'f'ice o.f Jude;· , those o.f d. lol;.;o.te to Cor1E,Tea from Dola-, 

·:rr·"e, ncl Preo1dent of' r:01tgi?ess • ·mile the or had been 

f'our:;;ht nd non on the pr1.nciples of a dom.ocl"ncy 1t sem 

thn.t little had really boon acco:uplished in t•, t- d1reot1on, 

no. ,;;he .overm• nt 1es t 11 :i.!l tl'lc hundo o '1 -f:ev, just as 

:tt had b n bc.f re . 

The first r.es..:ion of th Legislatu .. e of the year 1783 

; 1ct t Do-v ,r L.. Ja.-riuary, < nd on January 14th John Dick

inson announce' hi elec.t1.o.1 e.s 1--e" ident of up1~ me 

M , and :roaigned 

-th off'ice as >resideni:; of' Doltiwa e Stat • John Cook ,of 

Kent County• tnf.l Sp k:er o.f the ouuc 1 1 beoar..e• Presi<iGnt 

of t e State. Announce · nt .. , c · .. r.u:le of the o.rrival of' tho 

rela: ,01• re;;im nt fr m the South c..t Georgetovm,Mo.. on 

olec te Pren dent f the Stat J and Caesar Roctnoy • Jav1es 



Paga no . 50 

On .rune 5th Proai .ent V • ''"Jke ·''fic1ally armounded the 

c.., o ce bo ;;, • G. r'rc. t ·•··. ta n anu th United 

ring ',he acos1on ',ho mu.0:1 agltnted question 

o:r the lnnds no11 • hv.-eat of' the Ohlo was bt>ougl t up ago.in. 

Th D 1 1or A a mb y 1nat.17Ucted t oir del P.'o.tes to 

den, ml par of ,hl. J. d fOI' · la.we.re . The dele.tratos 

to Con reas wet• ap o:1.n e comnda :lon to meet the 

commi si ner .from (3 nsy-J.van1 and 1-iet'l Jerooy to settle 

th i> m1u.a.11y o 1. waro Riva:r and B Y• Jo mention 

s m"'d or tt e r m t1.ng or nctin:; in any w y • A totnb• 

aton rna cted ver ~h grav of Colonel 

John Ha l t . U11 i.. ·· this yea:r 17831 D la.ware enacted 

a lnv r. 1 ine; .n,paying nd dectroying e.11 bi ls of 

Cl" d t h ratoforo bUOd by the sta.te hy giving one 

pou1 d tcrl 11g to-.. O'llon pom1d tmis colle(,1 in. 

G 01· and anc , .... lr-·11d finasott vigc:;."oualy protested again• 

"'t che 5.njustico o:t· th1a asura . 

Th whol cou:ntry hsd settl d in .o condition 0£ 

loom o.nd ruud ty. The, tates wore united a little moro 

t an in name . 'xhau ted by eight yearG oi' vmr, th 

cotmtcy a dttif't:t hal.pless ti.nd hopeless to contusion 

au :1 .. chy. s ati .. ongly ur ed the muinta.:i.nonee 

of t e pub11 'C it ,and! honest inen de ;trod o na.t:to1w.l 

govermu t trong onour)l to protect 11 cle.sse and in-

er st • Bel uo.r , t the beginning of' tho tvor, wa.s prosper-

ous in ma~ rial wo lth#but ay i close was left overish-

Gd and do ply in deht . 



File s-203 

in l7e~, had .. g:r:-eed upo~1 o. r.:o suren to 1.•esto:--e 11a support 

public c: ... od:'!.t0 by obtc.in_nr from. t.1.e ,ta 4~e ",.ds for fund• 

.nc + ·vL101 d .b of tho Un5.teo. t tes. filho .funds v,ere 

'!;ion, o ch .. 1tate w.~e to contZ1'ibuto ~-n p ~oport on to its 

pou11ds of' gold a.~1d silve1• co:.n,a::.:i tho quot· called for 

by Co:ngresc,by 1 ts r solut10:1 of October 1'782. On ·che 

.c;resr- to .ratif'y LLo .1'!,,e::nr t·~or ,: i' the pO.i"t of the e5.ght 

artic o of t·10 11 •}ti les oi' Cor1fedc..r t:1.on 01 a.. crpotua.1 

Un1on° 

11 t, 1e 24t .. .1 of' p1-:.il J.?8. • Con :r.>e:10 n _·n.::l:.1 called upon 

th C'ltates to ,aako •n ~,1 ~ "' fie Hno of ono hnl· oi' 

,.,he o.d ·~lr· o.dy m (1 pi-•ov-r. a:ton for 32.,000 . and on June 

26., 1?84 the G 1Cj:"' 1 las ,,·;bly "')B.SSe(: Act p1.,oviding ~or 

the ro ... ir.n· g . 24., ~1: by ~ xc.tiou in the ccnm1,ios . 

proso::..on of ublic marts rnd fe.ir • The p1~eambla to this 

·.re sold, 1 yo c · eonle are t0m'">tcd u::ld inducec to pur

cht oo tl oso 1 i 

for articles th~t aro o~ no real use or benc~its; quarrels 

are cxc:t tee and lmoat ove1,y spec1.es of' vice and :1:rmnoral-

1 ty p~ucticod, to the scandal of religion and the 



[ 
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ard tho grief and m,noyimco o ~ the v:t tnous pa.:i:•t of 

101.:ue about 135 ye•trs later. The Act repealed all 

nha1--ters for hol -ing "'airs n1d imposed a penalty of 

ten pounds for o.11 pe:."::iono hol il: g ft irs a.i'ter~vards. 

In 1786,_ t:.cto vr re pa.seed f'or the encou:Pa 'ement of 

oommei"oo by eatnbl:tahlng .free po1"ts -r: :l thin the State 

and to vest in Con~ross for fifteen yoars powers to 

rerul te omr-10rce. In Juno 1786~ ~he ~t. to vested in 

Coneress pm·rc:;:o to 1E)vy Cuti s on all goods.wares and 

morch.a.nd.1.s .. nroo1~ted into Delmm:Pe fror1 Europe for 0-

limitecl t1.ruo,for pa:yri.ent of the :tnter•est on the public 

V :."g ni:1 in J.'786, proposed a. convention to cona:tdor 

Richard Br1sset;t . Tho Conven·[,ion met at Annupolis,f,Td. 

Scptemb .r 11,1786., nd continued in session thl"eo t1ayn. 

Jolm Die d.naon v,a elected P!?esident. Only five states 

were reprc..sented;and 1n connoquence the convention framed 

a r port, to ue laid beforo Congress, callin :for a eon-

ention of do __ 11t1ea :'rom e.11 the C!tutes to meiJt in 1 h:tl

a.del hio., on t e second ?londuy in .Vay 1787, rr fo1• a mo!'e 

extenslve rav1 ion of the J\..rtioles o:f Conf'ederat1on." 

on February 3, 1'787, tho Dele.waro Assombly appo:1.nted 

George Road, Gunning Bedf'ord.- J'r •, J ol:'1..n Dickinson, Hichard 

Do.ss(=ltt and Jacob Droo111 deputies to the proposed Conven

tion. 



F:t l e s - 203 

011 tho sr..:i;1'- day tt gave J"o:r.n :'.'I.itch, i:1n inventor of a 

utec.m.1Jout, a monopoly of th<, ports of tl e Stute on the 

D-Jlnwi:.u:~e River f'or co.111erc:!.s.l pru•poaos • 
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Delaware in the i:r ming of the Constitution of the 

United states - mhilo t 0 ·-.eport of' the Convention in 

Annapolis had bee ~nbmitted to the sovero.l states by 

their deputies or officers of tho convention, it hnd 

not been ratified by the Congress . 1 r . John Dlc.11::inson, 

of Delo.t·1are , - who was President of the Annapolis Con

vention .. made his raoort of the roceedinbs of' th 

Convention to Con;;.;ress uh1ch, af'ter considernble deba.te , 

pass d a. resolve on February 21, 1787, recommending to 

the States a convention, as was reposed in the roport . 

Delaware, having appointed its deputios , gave the 

following instructions: ''To join .. ~·x in suoh 

and further rovisiona ns rnay be necessary to render 

the Federal Constitution adequate to ·the exigoncies of 

the nion, xxx that i n determining questions in Congl'ess . 

each State shall have one vote . " 

1'he Convention co 1venod at Philadelphia on ay 14., 

1787, but a. quora.m not being present., it wan not or

ganized until ay 25. George Washington was on that day 

chosen Pres1dont of the Convei1tion. 

No com,lete history of the convention that .framed 

the Constitution was preserved,. but Ja.mos e.dison, o:f' 

V1rg1nia, took caro~l notes of the proceedings from 

day to day . From these notes crune a large ~ort1on of 

tho history of Delo.ware's part 1n .framing of tho Con

stitution. 

Thc1,.o were two def in1 to plc.ns of e;overnment aub-

m tted to the Convention. Edmund Randol h . of Virein:ia.., 

submitted one nlan \1hich was , in fact , a new C 

in firtoon resolutions . 
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This lan with some .endments and reservations was 

finally ado ted. The r inia plan was prepared lar 

ly by J es a.dison ;vho has been called "the Fath r of 

the Constitut on. 

The Virginia plan, provided, among others for: 

A ational Government possessin su reme 1 31a

lat1v, executive and judicial powers; that the nation

al Le islature should consist of two br nches, a ous 

lected by the people of the several states; and a 

S nate - th members of 1hich ou t to b lected by 

the House from the ersons no 1nated by the L c;islo. rea 

of the ev ral atates. 

A I tional ecutive to be chosen by the tional 

Le islature. 

A ational Judiciary to consist of one or more 

supreme tribunals and of inferior tribunals to be 

chosen by the ational Le islature. 

There was no serous opposition to a ~ational 

Government with these t ee co-ordinate supre e powers. 

But there were two points on mich 1 t w s feared t t 

the Conve tion ias irreconcilably divided: One as 

t t of the number of re resentat1ves to the Federal 

Congress; and the other was that of Slavery. It as 

pro osed that representation in the Con.cress should be 

pr portionate "to quotas of contribution to tho sup ort 

of the gov rnment, or according to the tree inhabitants." 
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The smaller st tea bee 

"if this lan is adopto 

tile o.S-203. 

e alarmed• d cl 1med that. 

the aovernment rould pass 

into the 1ands of the lar r states." 

The de u ties from D la are l av1ng been pre-1n-

truc ted to reserve to the St tea the privilege ot 

"e ch state ehttl:l aving one vote." Mr. Head 

announced that, "if the proposed chanee should pre

vail 1 t micht b come their duty to r tire from the 

Convention." 

1111am att rson, of ?ew Jersey, now presented 

a plan kno m as the ew Jersey plan. It proposed to 

use the Articles of Confederation a basis for tram 

1ne the Const1:but1on. He contended t t th Con

federation should be res rved. "A confederacy", h 

s id• "upposes sovereiGnty in the members com osing 

it• and sover 1 ty supposes equality." Give the 

larger states an o ortunity in proportion to their 

agn1tude and mt ill be the consequence? 

"Giv the opportunity", said Gunning Iedford ot 

Dela a.re, "and ambition will not fail to nbus it." 

''The whole history of mankind i-•ovea it." 

Te ew Jersey plan as defeated sonly Dela are, 

ei Jr y and ew York voted for its adoption. 

Other lane proposed were rejected by the Con

vention, ,hich then turned to consideration of the 

Vir 1n1a lan. 



• D1ck1 son, of D 1 

br nch - th OUSb sboul be 

r , mint ined 11 t1 tone 

1 ct d by the people; and 

t t the other branch - the Sen te hould be lected 

by the Lo 1slatures of the several st tes" , in this 

ay the t ta ould ret in an qual voice in one 

ranch of the ational Le isl tur . " :.1. is provision 

sf nally dopted. 

The que t1on of sl very was anoth r rock on which 

th convent on came near bein eked. The d bate on 

tis as more bitter and crimonioue than the rior 

debates . Th question cone rned no the 1 ortit1G of 

slav s alone but th hole unAon. Fro ev ry p int 

of vie the General overnment should have t e o er 

to prev nt the increas in Slavery. ~ . Rutledg , of 

Sout Carolin , said, " orth Carolina, South Carolina 

and r 1n1a ill never a ee to the Constitution 

u le s their right to im~ort slaves is untouched. " 

A 1n r . Dickinson, of D la re , offered a co 

promis otion 11hich ·ms accepted by th Co vention. 

ropos l rovided, "that th 1 po1"tat on of sl ves 

into such st ts shall ermit the same slall not be 

roh1b1ted by th L islature of the United St tes until 

they l 08 . " The adopted and written 

in to the Constitution. 

e Convention on S tember 15, 1787, after four 

nthe deliberation, reed u on constitution. e 

con t1tution havi been en roaed son Se tember 17• 

17 7 , a1ened by them mb rs from 11 t e ~t tea . 
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es r 

Gunn11 

D l 

G or R d, John Dickin on, J cob roo e, 

dford, Jr. ond Richard B ett si ed for 

The Const tution ub itted to Coner ss on 

pte b r 20, 1787, to o into effect ihen nine st tea 

d r tifl d it. 

A convention s held 1n Dov r on Dccemb r 7, 1787, 

t ich th Constitution s ratified by unanimous 

vot. Thus D 1 re as t first St te to •r tify 

t e Constitution. tit not until Jun 21, 1788, 

th t th Constitution d been rati 1 d by nine t tea. 

The r tific tion by nine st tes aving been c rtified to 

Co resa, reuolution dopted 41 the first 

dn sd yin arch 1789, the day ihen the ne 

Governrn nt hould o into effect. Th d te f 11 on 

rch 4, and tlat day b come fixed for the be inning 

and end of Con ression 1 and Pr sid nt1al t rms. 

Th G n ral s embly of 

17 a, lected Geor e Road and Ri~h ~d 

on Octob r 25, 

sott s th 

first Senators fro Dela re to th n1ted St ts 

s n tc. An election iae held in J nu ry, 1789, for 

the election of epres ntative to Co r a, nd fr 

1 ctors for r sident and V ce- r ident. John 

Vining as lected the fir t e res nt tive to 

Co rs, nd Gunnin dford• Gore itcholl and 

John B umcl ere elected s Proa1dent1 l el ora. 
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The Elect ral Colle e et on the first odnesday, 

in J nuary. 1789, and Dela are's lcetors cast her 

tree votes for George ~ashi ton for President and 

John Jay for Vice President . 

D laware after adoption of the F deral 

Constitution•• - Dela are was now on political qu lity 

it her bi sister States, and under protection ot 

the constitution. She ad achieved sovcrei ty as 

one of the thirteen States . 

For some ye rs t re ere few events of public 

interest in the St te . The peo le turned top ace

ful pursuits of gr1culture, and they ere pro per

ous and cont nted. 

In January 17.1• the nhabito.nts of Sussex 

County resented a tition to the General Assembly 

prayin that the county seat be chan3od from L wes 

to a ore central and convenient part of the county. 

The Gen ral Asse bly assed an Act appointing com

missioners to purchase not exceeding one hun ed. acr s 

of land near the center of Sussex County - a lace 

called James Pettyjohn 1s Old Field in Broadkill 

Hundred - for a court ouse and a prison. Ono halt 

acre were to be reserved for each bu1ld1n . 

The Legislature on October 2 • 1791, enacted 

tat "all courts ot Sussex County shall be held at 

the ew Court House . That "Georgetown shall be the 

n e of the town 1n which the ne Court ouse and 

pr on are erected. 
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11 The Del w re State" had adopted a constitution 

in 1776., but momentous changes had since occurred. 

1fl1e constitution of tho Sta.te o"' 1776, ho.d served its 

day and generation, but conditlons now requ rod a re

vision or a new onstitution. 

A petition 
tL,,..,i. 

in 1791., signed by we ersons resid-

ing in Suase.1t county was presented to the General 

Assembly prayin0 that a convention bo held to l'•cviso, 

or refl"ru:ne a. new Constitution. The 0-11..., u. Asoolilbly 

on Set b r ~ 1791, dopted resolution calling for 

an election of thirty persona - ten from each county -

to meet '1 convention on iuesday, November 29 ., 1791., 

in Dovor. for the pur ose of revising, altering or 

amending the Constitution., or for forming a new one . 

The election was held and tho thirty members \7ere 

oleeted to the convention. 

The Convention con·1enod in \ovember 29, 1791., and 

framed a nev, conot1tut1on, 1 t having borrowed many 

rov1sions from the Federal Constitution adopted a few 

ye rs before. It rov1ded among other things: For 

reli ·1ous liberty trial by jury, freedom of tho preaa , 

security from search and soizUl'o without warrant , 

access to all courts , and no hereditary distinction to 

be granted. A Le islature to consist of a House and 

Senate . The House to consist of seven members from 

each county, subject to incl'.'eaae; the Senate to consist 

of three members from each county., subject to 1:icrease; 

t'o.t the General Assembly should meet January 4, c""ch 

ear; also for a Sppreme F~ecutive to bo veated in 

overnor . 



e f'ormer Chief Executives 1 re c lled Pr sidenta -

to hold offic tor three yearsJ also a judiciary to 

consist of a court of Chane ry, Supreme Court , Court 

f T iner, Court oi' Co on Ple s , Or nn's Court, 

e ister's Court , Court of 

tice of the Pe ce , and tor 

uarter seasons , and us-

1 Court of rors and 

A els to co sist of Chancellor# Jud es of the Sur me 

Court and Court of Co on le s . 

The Co st1tut1on as s1 d by the bers of th 

Conv ntion on J uary 12, 1792, nd ado ted by th 

n r 1 se bly 3tho tr tification of the eo le . 

is Con titution continued nforce until it su r~ 

c d by th C nstitution of 1831. 

Jo hua Cl yton f ent Co ty a el ct 1 t first 

vernor of D 1 e und r the constitution, and 

took his et in J uary 1793. Geor e Read resi ed 

s nited t tea nator in 1793, and appointed 

Chief Justic or the St te . Gov rnor Cl yton appointed 

naey Jo s , Sen tor to succeed r . Read on arch l ~ 

1794, but the S nat r fused to sat Johns , because th 

ove or ad no r1Bht to point a Senator of the 

United State . Th L aislature on ebruary 7, 1795 

elected enry Lattimer for the unexpired term ot 

nator Red. 

They., r 1792, Pr aid nti l el ction y • 
e Dela are lectoral Colle e , in January, 17 3, c t 

its vote for eo ge ashin ton for Pr aid nt , and for 

John Ad s for Vice-Pres dent . 
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"The Esto.tea 'rail", an act, de.ting back to 1683., 

and which had been amended 1n 1742 and 1'752, pro

viding for docent of' rope1,ty of a husband dying int

estate# was further amended in 1793, as .follows: "Any 

perso iY:- seized of an estate tail••.:-::, shall have full 

power to sell and convey such lands •::--.:.:.~ as any person 

selzod of an estate in fee s:lmnle." 

In 1?91, Congress docidod to deal finally with 

the Indian situation in the 1Jorthrmst Territory. An 

expedition was sent to the Ohio Valley 1n the v1c·n1ty 

of C1nc1nnat under General st. Clair• in early 

September or that year. A company of Dela.ware troops 

undor Captain Kirkwood wo.s in this expedition. Captain 

Ki1--kwood, :'/ho had seen ha1?d service in the southern 

campaign during the Revolut:tono.ry war, and a numbe1.., 

other Delawareans were killed in this disastrous 

Indian campaign. 

Party D1fferencos Become ,Acute - With the adoption 

of the Federal Constitution, the r1se of political 

parties was not anticipated; it wno supposed there 

would be several candidates in every election. What• 

ever the anticipations might ha.Ve been made by opti

mists, that there would be no chance for party division 

after adoption of the Federal Constitution, it is evi• 

dent that in a very few years party differences became 

acute. The former parties, "Th.a Whigs" and the nTorS.es", 

had now become the "Federalist" o. d the ttAnt:1.•Federalist" 

Delaware was a Federalist stronghold. 
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fter t optio oft or 1 onstitution 

t ere re i1 up 0 p rt1o • Tho on C 11 t e d r 1 · st, 

d f_ cul epubl . ,he ot e1, s c lle nt - er 1 st, , 
or public , en D ocrat-Rep 1·c n fi lly e ocr t. 

er 1 t, er the le a rs 1 of r 

lton, to d ..,, 1 

1 constr ction of t o stit tio , n stro c.tionnl 

overnme t. 

T t- c er lit, r t e l encc of 

off rso n s iso, b 1 v in tr ct constr ction 

oft e Co stit tion the ctrine of t tes i t • 

J ff rson "boliev n t co 0 eople d i the ·r c cit 

to vern." 

In 178 , the rench vol tion s opt over nc. 

Jeff'orson to r nee t thi"' tie 

1th the ri ci 1 of mocr C • 0 C e 

to this co tr pre ch it do tr n to t co le. 
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In ebruary, 17 5, John ise Barton, o as 

Las, Issac Coo er and John Collins rere nruned as man-

rs of a Stat lottery to raise 31 500 in ord r that 

the subscribers to th erection of a court house and 

jail 1n Sussex County hould be reimbursed. This is 

h rdly an evidence .of ros eroua State finance. Ther 

1as much abuse of this lottery rivile e Just as there 

had been 1th th "tradin ts and t irs" a few 

years before. Delaware soon passed from the use ot 

lotteries for State osea, althou h they m,r used 

by riv, te oraan1zat1ons tor some years lat r, but were 

finally abolished. by later Constitutional prov sioru,. 

On Feb. 91 1796, the Delaware Assembly 

the first bank1ne institution of the State, the Bank 

of Delaware, 1th a capit l stoclt ot 500,000. The 

seat of the bank as at \ 1lmincton and the charter 

a limited to fifteen years. 

is same ye (1796) witnessed th pass! or 
the first act for the est bl1shment of ublic abhoola. 

Th1s law provided th tall money paid into the tr asury 

for marr1 e and treasury licenses from 1796 to 1806 

as to b used for funds under direction of the 

Le isl tu.re tor the establia ing of ublic schoala. 

The State Treasurer was de trustee of the fund 

and autho~ized to receive itts, donations and bequests 

for the purpose of stabl1sh1~ public schools. 
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Tho so.me sess1cn appointed comr1ssioners to 

establish the boun .1os of the to\m o.f Ne,., Castle . 

The year 1796, was a Pre idential election year, 

1he Delaware olectoral college cast their votes for 

John Ado.ma f'or president., and :i:homo.s Pinckney, ot 

South Carolina, for Vice- President . Mosor~ . John Ad ·o 

and ~~omao Jefferson were elected President , and Vice

President, respective Y• 

In 1797, the yellow fevel broke out in h11r-.i.del

phla, o.nd soon :??a.vaged the city. It caused a 0eneral 

exodus of its inha.b:tte.nts , and mo.ny merchants trans

ferred t eir business to Wilmington. 

The "Alien and Sedition La.wa",pusaod by Congress 

in 1798 created a great excitement throughout the 

ni ted States. and contributed largely to the overthrow 

of the Federal pa.i"ty in 1800. Kcntuclty and Virginia 

po.soed resolutions and sent them to the other States ., 

but nei.ther of them met with favorable response . In 

1799, the Delaware Assembly passed a resolution dis

approving tho Virginia and Kentucky resolutions . 

In the year 1800., the Delaware electoral college 

cast her votes for the Fedora.list candidates John 

Adams and Cha.rlos c. n1nckney. The highest votes 

for President wore tied, e.nd the election was thrown 

into the House of Representatives . The contest was 

carried on t'li th vigor and bitterness ., the thirty-sixth 

ballot gave Jefferson ten states. 
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e ruary 11, 1801, t e ouse proceeded to ballot. 

J es • , a Fe erali t, the resentat vein the 

House fro el ware. e c nth s vote for • Jefferson 

received the vot of ei t st tes for reside t, ~hile urr 

received only six states' votes. he votes of aryl nd nd 

outh Carolina !Tere divided. 

On ebruary 15, 1 01, r. eff rson rot .r. onroe: 

" ur da s 1 bo.lloti have produced not sin 1 ch n e 

vote," e char ed the ede1 .. 1 st 1th ishin to r v nt n 

election by a "la: putti the vermnent in the h s of n 

of icer." Cont1nu1 , he rote: "many attempts have been mo.de 

to bt i tr s d ro 1ses from e. I have declared that 

ould not receive the over ent on ca itul tio, that I ould 

ot o 1 to it 1th my h nds tie." The edero.11 ts 

" e ere fr id of the policies of r. Jefferson.' 

On the 36th ballot, r. eff rson received the vot s 

of ten t tea, nd declared to be elected resident. ~he votes 

of ela are and South Carol n ere blank. The inagguration 

of r. J fferson took lace on the Fourth da of re, 1801, 

t shin ton rity, the ne seat of the overnrnent. ic ard 

ssett, rho as t th st e overnor of ela a.re, hile nit d 

St ts n tor 1 17 9, h d been the f rst n to c ~t 

for loc 1n t e set oft e overn nt on the ot c 

s vote 

V r. 

The election of J fferson resident ve re t 

t,s to the mocratic arty overt e country. ll c 

t c ~e of the eople, hence, e s popul r it e s s. 

v n conserv t ve Delaw e rs duall r ftin fro e~er lis 

to emocra.cy. 

The e er l st leader, ho ever, could see nothing 

but ruin to the country under his rule. In 1802, Jares • 
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o.y rd, e er 11 t, s ef te for re-electio to Con.gr ss 

by C s r • ney, t. e s nephe of Cesar 

one 0 vol tion r. f • der list s du 

ally i nt rat1 , t OU el re till re 1 ~ Feder 11 t 

r t e most part until 1820, n as 0 the 1 st of the 

st te t t s eder 1 st 

ese were crit c 1 d ys for tho new ion rent 

it in n Fr C ere t r :rith each other, n~ "fer se zi 

r con his 1herever found n the hi ea, n a re t ritain 

s re sin erican seamen into her service. he d ne er 

be 111n to giv her recalc1tr nt u :hter her ri htfu 

lnce 1 the si terhood of tions, or to ccor to her th 

r t o hich she was entitle an independent natio. 

The merican co rce ro n to fine ro ortions 

Our ere nt ships sa led to v r pot, 1 den 1"th food tuffs, 

rch n is an co rce of our country. any en 

beco en tur-l nt re service in our er h nt arine, and h 

rican c tizcn. There ere so e, h~ ver, ho :r r 

e rt rs fro British ship. -nder the ce o n lish , 
not onl riti h deserters, but turalized d e c n born 

res i"' d nd fore into ervice in r t h mr shi a. 

1 11., n s 16,000 er1c n citizens had been preQsed. 

In y, 1803, the s pea e o.n Oho C n l 

. s or n·s , th Jo 11, of Dela are, r s ent, 

n l n, J e , eor e 0 , il in, 

ot rs s irector , trobe nd rd s 

s rv ors. 

T ear 1 04 as r si ent· 1 r. The r list 

1ere el cted nd c st t eir votes for Ch rle' C. 

for resident, d ufus for ice- re~ident. 
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Tho as efferson ·was re-elected resident, and George C:linton 

was elected Vice- resident. In els.ware, irathe.niel · i tchell 

succ eded David Hall as Governor of the State. 

The.greatest mechan:ic l improvement of the year 1805, 

in this country, was a.de by Oliver vans, who v.as born in ~-ewport, 

Dela ·mre, in the year 1'755, and v1as a descendant of' the UevQrend 

van vnno, the fir ... t .c.piscopa.l r ln:tster of hiladelphia. Oliver 

vn.na, at the uge of twenty-one, ea.rs, invented e.. machine for t"YY'-Ji.: 

card-teetb, and in 1787 obtained thee elusive ri[ht to use his 

im rove ent in flour mills in Delarmre, .. ar, land n,.· ennsylvania, 

with the exception of three ills t t , Delaware. later, in 

1799, he becan construction of a sterun-carria e, but never finished 

it. In 1804 and 1805 he constructe the first ste 1-dredgin 

machine ma.de in rnorica. The rrachine ,ms used for dredr,in. doc ~s 
bi u-W~ 

to l eep them open ,1.1 y removi · t~ie sediment brought doVJn by he 

r ver. 

In 1806, La.poleon closed all the "'erme.n portr· to ritish 

vessels. Groat rltain then aeclcred o. bloc',:ude of French o.nd 

othe1.. , !'opean ports. Lapoleon then 11:rnued a decree blockad · ng 
~) 

the Brit's sles:., By order of the Council of England "neu,rs.1 

vessels were forbidden to trade w th any port in uropo from which 

he ritis flag wt'.ls ex.eluded, except on pa.7rne::1t of duties to 

....,ne;landa 0 Under t ese decrees En land and lrance confiscated two 

hundred vessels and their cargoes. American COii"Jmerce we.s alnost 

ruined. In 1807, resident efferson appointed Caesar • odney 

of Del ire, Attorney 1eral of. t1e lnited ~tates. 

On ,Tune 22, 1807, the "Chesapeake' while o f r;,pton 

Roads w s approache b·y the "Leopard" a 
- 1 

The 

corm;;nnder of the rtr.eopardn demanded the r.:.. ht to search t" e 

0 c· esapeake" for ritish deserters, but \7S.s refuse • 'ho u- cops.rdn 
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then opened fire, illin t ee n · oun"in ei teen of tbe 

e e ' s" er . ., • The e surren ere~, 

too f ve 

c· ent 

en ca tive, thre 
~ 

ndi 

ei rican c tizen. 

n of then to. t 

the Leo rd 

} s 

eeting 

ti C! l in ton, on uly 4th; ad r 1 

'I s in e,es on July 10, 1807. 

r s1dent ff rson ssued r-oclrunat1on order n the 

r t s n-of- r out of er n at rs. H s next st s 

C r t e ss e Con es oft e r o ct C er, 
~~ 

l 07, 1c i 1e.ll ve 1 s il n from tl e nite tates for forei 

port. Th 0 os tion to b rrro ct '1 s ntense n t er. 

It b c e the subj ct of ri icule; nd any ships 1 nore t e ct. 

n tt t s de to nforce the ct by c llin 0 t the iliti 

revenu cutter to rev nt ships fro sailin ro the countr • .. 
. ~ fferson's policies had brou ht ne"ther ro parity 

t o e, or pe c th orei n ations. The tio 0 

of' r. J st before t e clo e f r. effer on's nec-ond 

t , h ch X re rch 4, 1 9, Congres"" r pe 1 t e 

ct, n $ 0 d re lled t e on-Int rcoureoe ct, 

b h ch A rican ves ls ere llo d to tra e it 11 tions 

except Gr t rite.in. 

t the x ir tion of hiss con te , r. J ff rson 

rt rn to priv te life. Iowever, uch his n er tics 

tr 

a dif er, Jeff rson ns n outst ndin 

e c tio l lif of this t n. 

d c t1on n e 1 ri ts fr 11 en. 

f n the 111t cal 

e stoo for ol t c l~" 
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ro r 1 c of loc ton, t rob blc cost, an ex en& of 

ilm ~ inta n·n the ro os di titution. The r ort fnvorc 

ton st , roper ite, esti te 20,000 ob the co , nd 

t OU ht t e t·tution mil!)lt be ade lf-su ortin . -n 
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p r OS of buildin he enit nt ry. o furth r c- on s 

t k n l the o.tter a ... ab oned . 
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Lo1or ·OU e of t L islatur instructi the en tor nd 

re C ta ve· in Con res'"' fro la ar to urge the f"le r l 

Gover ent o er ct c rta n ort ficat·ons for the prot ctio1 of 

t e t te . J.be ke for f r or mor b tter es, on to 

p C " n r e C stlo, 0 n ar "lmi ton, 0 e neur ee 

I 1 , fourth r s . is resolution rms cencurr d 

in by th c-enate, 1hich sli tl nde~ it a d1n Port nn 

f'it local"ty f'or n ad ition 1 nt r-, n SU t·-

t tine; o e or mer at each 1 ce for the cl u e four or re . 

On J nuary 2 .... , l 0 , bill pre nt in the <>se 

u horizi the ces,...ion to the ni,e~ Stateo vern ent, of all 

j r1s~iction ov ~uch lac n the t te of D 1 r . ht 

cho n f r h er ctio f rt nd b tt ri s . 

On February 11, a.sc th .. t te t 

f in tho.t it oul rous to t e r d f t e. 

st t ..., to pl C at th ·1 0 of th resident f th n· f' 

a.t :, t "ing rmy of 50,000 volunte r~ . hi 0 r solution, 

",Ast r list in ton , snot concurr i the Lo r 

Hou • r , 0 1 . r , intro uc t e resol tion to 

r t r o ct . 0 ose to r, bu n tte 

t roun for 1 ints nst he 

y 
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th r an t 1 of 2 sever n charged 

d1 loy ch co ue 1mpr18on d 1n Jcort 

by rd r of' th s er ot ar. e o the 

wr r und 0 d. . t th life of th 

t1 .. 1n th 'b p_r s r t1on ot th 

ion t t con 1 or F d r v rnment. 

D :l w did no di.ff' r tr oth 81 hold! Stat a 

int nt1 nt or th ople. 
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torw 
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C on 

tor ver tr " • 
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oe t o 

l ct d 

ov mb r ect1on he 

1862 18 u 

1. l 3, all per one h ld 

••••••• th p opl h reo h l 

nio s lb from thence 
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n Del war and 
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' C ndid t. In th 

Gov rnor of th t t. 
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th 

troop to r rv 

der l 

d r d 

ty to 

oe 

G ral ovem ent to nd 
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y whose order, upon o e 

ity th r f re, d tor what purpose 

., t • re olu l t die 1n th 

C 1 t1 • S na or Byard also 

Up OI't o tion. 

1 1 tur onV' ne Jo.nu and 

Gov or ton 1 clo 1ng addr 8 

ot 
8 ' 

d d th co itte 

oi t to "nv t th s nd.1 of· troopa into D l • 

r v1ou l ction d Y, ov mb r • Th Leg1s-

la Ya, 1 • ppoint co tte consisting 

ot D ro th t ive fr, the Hou e. 

A tl C tt s ent to Fed ral Gov rnm nt 

8 ton. 

us. C on in u ur Governor on Januaey 

20, 186 • n hi sl. v ry, h said, 

l V ry 1n is t t 1 doo ••••• p riod y be 

lo r or or r1 bu th r in vitab de pit 

th t or 0 0 etuat it 8.8 a social 

n t1tu ion or pol tic 1n • 

Tb L 1sl tur , on Jan ary 2, 186, adopt d a Joint 

r aolu ion cond mni th ae1zur and 1mpr1sonm t 1n 

"forte" and ••c ps" ot c1 t1z n o 

o ernment. 

1 st t by the Feder 

cl red that "th 
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to end th1a dreadful warJ and the appointment o~ delegatea to 

a ational Convention to devise ways and ana ot aettl1ng 

th ditticultiea." Th :resolution s tranamitted to the 

Governors of some tatea. A copy was sent to Hon. H. R. Gamble, 

Gov rnor ot iasouri. The Gov or presented 1t to the Legia• 

lat re with a bruet state ent. 

The 1asour1 Legislature adopted a :resolution aay1ng, 

"th t we heartily endorse the logical, d1 1f1ed and appropriate 

mas e or his cellency H. R. Gamble, and accept and adopt 

the same s a suitable r aponae to the resolution from Delaware." 

Governor Cannon, on rece1 t of this meas •• trans

mitted it to the Legislature of Delaware on June 10, 1863. 

On Jun 161 18681 the Confederate cavalry waa reported 

to be .between 26 or 30 milea .from Baltimore. It was teared. 

the &.rmJ would pus tbrouch Delaware and 1lm1ngton on 1te 

way to h1ladel hia. - 1ta objective point. On July l, the 

Gov rnor 1aaued a proclamation calling upon the people to 

"repel an inv din tor"••··•·• e moat ettective way to 

prev nt epol1ation ot your homee 1a to keep the enemy outside 

ot 1t.19 

General Lee had 1nvate4 Pennsylvania where he eng ed 

the F deral Army 1n battle at ettyeburg from J\tly 1 to the 

3rd. when he was finally driven 1n tu.ll. retreat to the south. 

D laware troop• 1ere e ed. in tl:lie battle• and many were killed 

and wounded. 

Con esa 1n arch, 1 631 had passed an Act providing 

for a draft to raise men tor the army. Delaware had. recently 

been called upon tor 11 638 men but had not b•en able to raise her 

quota by voluntary enlistment. A dratt wu ordered of all able 
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A l1ttl re than a nth after hia d ath en al Lee sur ender-

e4 at .Appo attox. 

Januar,- 251 l 8, Co~ reaa had opted a resolution 

to end the oonst1tut1on to abolish slavery 1n th n ted 

Stat••• ov or Cannon, on ebruary 7, 1865, aubm1tt tllla 

ropoaal to the Leg1alatur I and reco ending 1ta ratification. 

The L g1alature on ebru&l"J a, 186&, retuae4 to i-at1f'J' 

the roposed amendment. 

Delaware•• aold1era tit the ar •The" irst Delaware 

Regiment, or which recruit was begun in a7 and completed 

in October 18611 waa, on tiret call rrom esldent Lincoln, to 

aerv tor three ontha • Aftel' the t1rat o t 800 men was 

recruited th length ot service wu ch ed to t1 ree years. The 

f .1rat cont1n nt was atered out at the ap o1nted. tinie. ~• 

regim nt was un r CatmDal'l,Q ot Colonel John • Ab.drewa and .tougbt 

in the battles ot Antietam, reder1cksburg, Chane llorav1ll, 

ettyaburs and other small sk1rm1sh••• 

The Second R giment wu recruited 1n the ammmer ot 1861. 

s pt mber 17, 1861, th1a reg ent under command ot Colonel 

John • Wharton lett Oimlp rand:ywine and marchod to G~mbr1dge, 

arylan4. • r g ent tought 1n the Battle• o~ Oainea 11, 

Sav • St tton, Peach Orchard, te Oak Swam.p and V91'D ~lll. 

It alao part1c1pate4 1n a chuge at the battle ot Antietam. 

'lhe 1rd R g1 nt ot intantJ-7 was recruited in the 

spring ot 18621 1nl7 ot men from Ke t and Suaaex count1ea, 

with Colonel 1111 o. Redden 1n command. Thia regiment ,rsa 

in the battle ot Anti tam an4 Cold Harbo~. 
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It w on gu 

t1mor • 

duty at e rick City and n lay House near 

e Fo th ment wa recruited in the unsmor of 1862, 

1 y of n f'rom ew Castle and ent counties. Company o, 
contain r1 o cd 1n Fort Delaware who had 

t on the o th of Alle 1ance to the Un1on. 1 re 1 ant was 

plit and l1ttl 1s o ot the attles 1n ch 1 fought. 

ifth egiment was rec ited 1n October 1862 from the 

northem t of the t te. st ot the enli ted. ere re• 

1ne4 1n civil lite, su jct to being ordered into m1l1tf.U7 

and P r,v1ll J it was 

4kt guard duty at ort la e, 

ter ·out in August,, 1863. 

'l"1l 1xth Regiment wae r cru1ted y Colon l Ja.oob 1~0 re ot 

Georgetown 1862 tor nin _ onths eervice. Tb y were tram 

rural district in Kent and Suaee.x count1 s. They er.formed 

arrison dut on th uaqu-.~wM&a and l ter at ort Del~• e. 

They wer ustered out in t, l 63. 

The seventh Reg1 ent ot Intantey was organized tor thirty 

days 1n Jul 18641 It known u" rgenoy e1" and formed 

duty a.lo the alt1m re and Ohio R 1lroad 1n aryland. 

1ghth eg1m t of Intat1try wa recx-u1ted in the tall 

ot 18 4 d muster dot ot servic in June 

1 the battle around tersb in l • 
inth R iment was r cruit 1n th fall of 18541 u 

on hundred day n. It aerv d on s'WU'd duty at Fort D laware 
and was muster Ut 1n J&nUaJ."'J 1868. 

u "Ho 

e 1ret D lawaN cavalr'y consisted of eom an1es organized 

ards" ~ atJd four co anies ra1aed by Napoleon B. Knight 

of Dover 1n the summer of 1862, and by companies recruited by 

Hon. Geo. P. Fisher, in September 1862. 
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ihe First Del ware Battery F1eld .Al'-t1llery as ecru1t d 

b7 Captain B. Me1lda in Auguet 1868. It ser'Ved tn the East :ln 

1863., but as later tJ:1ansfer1>ed to the Arka111e.s D&part.."lle-.nt, 

and stat1oned t Duval's Blurt., Qnd later at Little Rocke. 

fJ.be Second Del waf'E) Battel'y1 F1el4 Artillery• Md Cross"" 

l&y•a Art11Jar.r wer raised. 1n 1863, tor the deteruu, of Wll• 

mington and to guard the W1lru.1n.gton ~d Bs.lt1."11oftt> railroad. 

Captain Ahl• e Heavy Artillery waa rec:ru1 ted• and aln.,o t 

entirely compos ot ~-contederate P~1soncPs at Fort Delaware. 

The!~ sen1ce was ta1thfully :-,ex-fol"l?lecl until thEey- were muatei•~ 

out 1n 180 • 

Colonel Samuel F. DuPont., 1n the J aval oett1oe., in coimrlM.d 

o:t a quadron ot 75 vesaele captured Port Royal, South Carolina. 

It was regavded. ae a br1ll1 t uee tJfh Congreae promoted. him 

to the rank or Rew Admiral. 111 July- 1868_. but was .later demoted 

and relieved of h1 comrr.and. 

General Robert E. Le, on April 91 1806, gave the oNei- to 

"ceae tiring ' and thus brought to an ond tour yea:r ot blood.J 

contl1ot# end tbe ·n1on preserved. 
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Governor Hall in his message to the Legislature, which 

convened Janu y 4, 1881, referred to the previous election 

campaign as "open and unblushing bribery and 1nt1m1dation ot 

voters." He recommended that the Legislature take 1nto con• 

sider t1on the necessity of adopti!l6 "means to prevent th 

repetltion of such offenses gainst the purity and freedom 

of the ballot." 

The Legislature, following the recommendation of the 

Governor, en cted law "to secure Fre Elections," making it 

a criminal act tor a:ny person or corporation to hinder, control, 

exercise or intimidate any qualified ele~tor in the exercise 

ot his right to vote. 

The indebtedness o~ the state had been reduced from 

1,100,000 at the close of the Civil War to $512,000 1n 1880. 

In 18851 P~esident Cleveland appointed Hon. Thomas F. 

Bayard, then Senator from Delaware, as Secretary of State of 

the United States. Senator Bayard resigned on March 6, 1886, 

to ent r the Cabinet or the President. Thie is the third time 

Delaware had been honored by such appointments. 

Governor Stoeckley in hie message to the Legislature in 

1887 urged upon the Legislature the necessity of some remedy 

for the great evil in the use ot intoxicating liquors. He 

also recommended the erection or buildings~ r state Insane 

Asylum; amending the Constitution to increas~ the number ot 

Representatives; and reforms in the Judiciary System. 

An Act was pass din 1887 giving consent to the United 

States to build a canal from the Assawaman Bay to the Delaware 

Bay. 



Page 98 File o. s-203 

Among the acts passed by the Assembly in 1889 were: 

on providing for appointment of three persons from each 

county to compose the State Board of Trustee of the Insane 

Department; another declaring th thi~tieth day of y -

nMemorial Day",; and a joint resolution to place a memorial 

tablet at the "Co pa of Trees" on Cemetery Ridg on the 
/i 

battle field of Gettysburg in memory of the soldiers of our 

State, who wer conspicuous in their efforts to resist Long

street• charge at that place. 

When the Legislature convened on January 6, 1891, 

Governor Biggs said, "Perhap fully on half of the sessions 

for some year past have been consumed in the consideration 

of busine s of private nature in which the public has no 

interest, and much of which is cognizabl in th courts." 

He condemned the practic. 

The Legislature adopted the name "The Delaware State 

Hospital at Farnhurat" as th designation for th Insane 

Hospital. A commission of nin member was created, - and 

called the "Board of World' Fair tanagers of Delaware" -

to secure a complet display of the interests of the State for 

th World' Columbian Exposition at Chicago, and appropriated 

10,000 for xpenses thereo~. A Stat bu ding was erected on 

the grounds. 

In January 1893, the Legislature passed an Act to submit 

to the people at the general election the question of calling 

a convention to amend the State Constitution. It lso declared 

the First onday - "Labor Day" - in September to be a legal 

holiday. 
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In April 1893, President Cleveland named the Hon. 

Thomas F. Bayard Ambassador to Great Britain. This was the 

third time a Delawarean had been appointed to the Court of 

st. James. 

The question ot calling a constitutional convention was 

submitted at the election in November 18941 and carried. An 

Act was passed calling for electi on to be held on the first 

Monday in November, 1896, to elect 30 delegates to a con

stitutional convention to mee~ at Dover on the first Tuesday 

in December. 1896. 

The Convention met at Dover, December l, 1896• and 

proceeded to frame a constitution to take the place of th 

constitution framed 1n 1831. The onvention completed its 

work June 4, 1897. Th amended constitution framed by the 

convention became operative by its terms without submission 

to the people for ratification. and took effect June 10, 1897. 

All members of the convention, except J.P. Donoho from New 

Castl county, signed the constitution. 

jarly in 18981 it became evident that a war with Spain 

was imminent. The Legislature at its session in June 1898, 
~ 

at the request ot Govemor Tunnell, appropriated 0,000 for 

training and paying the expenses of an encampment for the 

National Guard. On April 25• 1898 war was declared by the 

United States against Spain. On April 26, 1898, the tirst 

Delaware Regiment under command of Colonel I. Pusey Wicker

sham w s ordered to camp Ebe w. Tunnell at iddletown, Dela-

ware. 
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By May 19, a regiment of more than 1,000 men had been mustered 

into service, and was ready for call by the President. In 
• 

Augu t, the Delaware troops were ordered to Porto Rico, but 

the order was r oked and they were not ordered to the front, 

In 1899, a General corporation law was enacted; also, 

an Act was passed to establish the New Castle County work 

house. 

Lincoln' Bi~thday, February 12, was made a legal 

holiday by the Assembly in 1899. 
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James R. Allen. 

y f ilure of the seseio of the Le islature in 1899 

and the precedi seesion t lect successor to the United 

States Senators whos term.a ad e pir d and would e.>pire on 

arch 4th of that year, Delaware wa.s without a Senator in the 

Senate ot the United States £or the ucc~eding two ears. 

Altholl(")l the Legi lature had retused to ratify the 13th, 

14th and 15th Amendments to th Feder C nstitution when they 

were presented dur ng and immediately after the cl<>se f' the 

Civil ar. T'.l'.le _Legislature on February 12, 1901, ratified 

all of eae ndments. 

There had been co Bi erable trouble in the Rep blican 

arty ich led to the formation of the U ion Republican and 

Regular Republican e.rties 1n 1896. In 1889 a mah named John 

ward dick ,-a 1'ormer ~esident of De aware - c e from 

os ton with the ho e of being elected to t..he U1 ted • tat ea 

s nate from Delaware. Be was the leader of the nion R -

publican Party. Although h .1.. ever etered. enoug.h vot s in 

the Legislature to be elected to th senat e held p e 

lection of S nator tr se eral s ccessive terms, ich 

result in the St te not i re.~ese te in the U 1ted 

tates Senate for two yes.rs. 1 01-03 • 

.f'act1ons de compromise agre ment 

I 1903~ the t o 

ereby ach faction 

ou.1d r ne t a ca.."ldid.ate who would be lected. The n1on 

Republicans nomin t d J es Frank Alee, and the Regulars ~ 

nominated L. Heisler Ball. On arch 21 1903, J'. Frank Ale0 
I 

was elected tor the Senatorial term expiring 4al'ch 4• 190)7 

and L. Heisler Ball ~or the term expiring arch 4,195. 
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