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NEWARK POST PHOTO BY JOSH SHANNON

Newark parking enforcement officer Lois Decker wears a body camera as she makes her rounds last month. The city just
wrapped up a year-long pilot program for using the cameras.

_tions of the

NPD concludes body camera test

Parking enforcement officers wore devices for a year; expansion of program considered

By JOSH SHANNON

Jshannon@newarkpostonhne com

As the national debate about police
body cameras heats up, Newark has
just concluded a year-long pilot pro-
gram to test the devices.

Officials quietly began experiment-
ing with the technology in the sum-
mer of 2013 and started the formal

0il Tune-Up

test period last January - using its
civilian parking enforcement officers
(PEOs), rather than sworn police of-
ficers.

The cameras will be evaluated, and
officials will consider expanding the
program.

“We're definitely looking into get-
ting patrol officers equipped with
body cameras,” said Cpl. James Spa-

* We Service ‘ Local
Xl Brands Mw CﬁO% Dependable

« Compalitivay HEATING & Professnonal
Priced AIR CONDITIONING e

« Emergency Integrity And Quality Is Our Policy vailablo
Service LICENSED - INSURED, - BONDED

dola, a spokesman for the Newark Po-
lice Department.

No conclusions have been drawn
yet from the pilot program, Spadola
said.

The department has four body
cameras, which it purchased for $600

See CAMERAS
Page 7
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Housing,
traffic
1ssues
discussed

Council continues
conversation on
comprehensive

plan

By KARIE SIMMONS

ksnmmons@newarkpostonlme com

On Monday night, members
of city council gathered to
review sec-

Comprehen-
sive Devel
opment Plan
V and make |
changes g
as part of a
multi-year
revision pro-
cess.

The Com-
prehensive
Development Plan is intended
to direct the city’s land use,
economic development, envi-
ronmental quality, transporta-
tion planning, housing and im-
plementation- going forward.
Once approved, the document

See COUNCIL
‘Page 6
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Clty Snow plan ‘worked as 1ntended

Crews will
not plow
neighborhood
roads during
minor storms

By JOSH SHANNON
jshannon@newarkpostonline.com

Newark received its first
measurable snow of the
season on Tuesday, when
an early-morning storm
dropped a little more than an
inch of snow on the city.

The snow slowed the
morning. commute, but
largely proved to be a nui-
sance rather than a cause
of major problems. Schools
remained open, though the
Christina School District did
cancel after-school activities.

The Delaware Environ-
mental Observing System
recorded 1.1 inches of snow
at its weather station on the
University of Delaware farm.
The storm began around
daybreak and continued for
several hours before taper-
ing off in the afternoon.

Tuesday’s storm was the
first test for the city’s new
snow response plan, which

NEWARK POST PHOTO BY JOSH SHANNON

A motorist travels down a snow-covered Winslow Road on Tuesday morning. Under a new policy, city crews don’t plow neighborhood roads during minor snow storms.

was implemented late last
year as a way to standardize
operations and manage ex-
pectations.

“The snow plan worked as

intended,” city spokesman
Ricky Nietubicz said. “The
areas of most concern were
dealt with at minimal cost.”
The plan divides winter

Receive a $1,000 VISA. Reward Card
with your Decora Cabinetry purchaseI

Purchase

375 Bellevue Rd. Newark, DE 19808 -

12 Decora Cabinets and re

ea $1,000 \/ISA\"

302-737-4968

f
houzz

www.bathkitchenandtile.com

Everything you need for your Kitchen and Bath since 1963

storms into four catego-
ries, based on the predicted
snowfall amount.

Tuesday’s snow was clas-
sified as a Category One
storm, the lowest category
possible.

For Category One storms,

the plan calls for a minimal ™

response that focuses on
main roads with a crew of
two plows. Neighborhood

roads won’t be plowed un-
less there is a problem, such
as severe icing, according to
the guidelines.

“We feel under 2 inches
is navigable,” Tim Filasky,
assistant director of public
works, said in November.

Nietubicz noted that Tues-
day’s storm response was
similar to how a storm that
size would have been han-

FREE VACUUM
WITH ALL

1008 Capitol Trail (Rt.2),
Newark, DE 19711

(Between Polly Drummond &
Possum Park Roads)

www.BlueHenCarWash.com

302-273-2100

dled in the past.

“But now, everybody knew
what to expect,” he said. “Ev-
erybody was singing from
the same sheet of music.”

He said city hall received
some complaints about
snow-covered  residential
streets but noted that others
called to question the need
for any response to the 1
inch of snow.

BLUE HEN
CAR WASH




i e

S fudy:

By NICOLE SULLIVAN

Special to the Post

As the winter sun set on
Monday, David Blickwedel
was skateboarding down
the James F. Hall Trail, even
as temperatures dipped near
freezing.

The University of Dela-
ware senior frequents the
trail, as well as the adjoin-
ing Pomeroy Trail, several
times a week.

“You can go all the way to
White Clay, which is great,”
Blickwedel said. “It’'s also
sort of nestled away from
people, which I like.”

Blickwedel is not alone.

According to a Delaware
State Parks report, the Hall
and Pomeroy are the two

most heavily used trails in

the state.

By installing trail coun-
ters, Delaware State Parks
workers determined how
many people used the trails
for walking, running or bik-
ing.

The strategically located
trail ~ counters registered
an average of 92,437 users
per year on the Hall Trail
and 71,738 on the Pome-
roy Trail, placing these two
trails at the top of the list.

The ‘Hall trail, built in
2003, runs along the north
side of the Amtrak line
from Bradford Lane to the
Delaware Technology Park.
The Pomeroy Trail, which
opened in 2012, runs from
the Hall Trail north into
White Clay Creek State
Park, following the path of

i

Hall, Poﬁleroy tra

i

NEWARK POST PHOTO BY NICOLE SULLIVAN

A runner crosses a bridge on the James F. Hall Trail.

the abandoned Pomeroy
Railroad.

According to Newark
Parks and Recreation Direc-
tor Charlie Emerson, this
data also allows officials to
track trail use over time, de-
termine maintenance needs
and substantiate the need

for long-term maintenance’

funding or additional off-
road trail connectors.

Emerson said the report’s
data demonstrates the need
for these trails in terms of
recreational use as well as
alternative  transportation
for the residents, students,
faculty, staff and who use
them.

“We're real excited about
our ability to have- con-
structed the trails and we're
excited so many people use
them,” Emerson said. “I
want to see people out walk-
ing, running, riding bikes,

being active, and these trails
certainly show us that peo-
ple are doing that here in
Newark.”

Susan - Moerschel, prin-
cipal planner for Delaware
State Parks, attributed the

LOCAL NEWS
Is most popular in state
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NEWARK POST PHOTO BY NICOLE SULLIVAN

Andrew Weber, 35, of Newark, said he runs the James F. Hall
trail six days a week.

numbers to the high student
population and a high per-
centage of active residents
in Newark.

The trails serve as good
“spines” to build systems of
sidewalks and pathways that
can feed into the neighbor-
hoods, she said.

As a University of Dela-
ware alumna, Moerschel
also recalled the days when
the trails weren’t an option,
recognizing their impor-
tance now.

“It would have been nice if
those trails had been in place
when I was there, because I
definitely would have been a
user,” Moerschel said.

'NEWARK POST PHOTO BY NICOLE SULLIVAN

Andrew Weber regularly runs the James F. Hall Trail.
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ACROSS
1 Bonfire residue

4 Information
8 Close

12 Dance syllable
13 Open slightly

14 Corporate artwork
15 Skier’s turning
maneuver

17 Bygone, to Burns
18 Bobcat cousin

19 Tart, and then

some
20 Domesticates

22 Prepare for a trip
24 Geological periods

25 Folksy
29 Atmosphere

30 Refuges
31 Raw rock

32 Redo
34 On the briny

35 Tarzan’s pals
36 Perfume

ingredient
37 Boscs and Bartletts

Eternity”

41 “— go bragh!”
42 Web surfer’s
shortcut

46 Broad

47 Places

48 — Speedwagon
49 Start a garden
50 Reedy

51 Family

DOWN
1 Performance
.2 That woman
3 Distinguishing
characteristic
4 Denounces
Trojan War hero
Pitch
Biblical boat
Casual trousers
9 Session with a
shrink
10 Wrinkly fruit
11 Lincoln in-law
16 Spuds’ buds

40 “— Herg'fo ... 19, Doglight fightess

20 Squad

21 La Scala
showstopper

22 Sits for a photog
23 11.S}

25 Own

26 Stamp canceler
27 Ammonia
compound

28 Approach

30 “My bad”

33 Deserved

34 Teeny particle
36 Alan of “Little
Miss Sunshine”

37 Cathedral seats
38 Pennsylvania port
39 Staffer

40 Centers of
attention

42 Sandwich initials
43 Fireworks reaction
44 Outdoor gear
retailer

45 “— -Tiki”
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Editor’s note: Volunteers at
the Pencader Heritage Mu-
seum have been digitizing old
Newark City Council meeting
minutes. They share excerpts
with Newark Post readers in
a weekly column.

Aug.-Sept. 1899: Council
ordered 100 dog tags, and
the bailiff earned 10 cents
for every dog he registered.

The winning bid to paint
the town building siding and
roof went to R. M. Ennis for
$35. Anna Hossinger was re-
imbursed $1,058, money she
had loaned council toward
building the water system.
Some pedestrian crossings
over the dusty streets were
upgraded. A desk and chair
for the council office cost

8300 in road fees by White
Clay Hundred Commission-
ers. At the request of the
board of health, reminders
were published in a local
newspaper for one month
reminding citizens of the
dog muzzling ordinance.
The Misses Evans were no-
tified to bring their lot on
North College Avenue into

Chalmers registered an-
other 41 dogs. He was also
authorized to buy a police
overcoat, with the cost not
to exceed $12.50, which
would become property of
the town.

Council rescinded per-
mission for Diamond State
Telephone Company to
bring lines to Newark. The

Academy Street lot, which
council agreed to do, but the
club had to pay regular elec-
tric rates. Bids for installing
a steam-heat boiler in the
town building were sought.
Council notified the B. &
0. Railroad to have an elec-
tric warning bell installed at
the North College Avenue
crossing.

the bailiff.

See the original minutes at
Pencader Heritage Museum,
2029 Sunset Lake Rd. (Rt
72 south of Newark.) Regu-
larly open first and third Sat-
urdays, 10 — 4. Other times
by appointment. Contact the
website pencaderheritage.org
or call 302-737-5792 for an
appointment. Family friend-

Through September, he reg-
istered 155 dogs.

i

You are Welcome to Historic
CHRISTIANA PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH
Sunday Service 11:00 am
Youth & Adult Sun. School 9:45 am
Youth Group meets at 12:15 pm
1st & 3rd Sunday of the Month
15 N. Old Baltimore Pike
Christiana, DE 19702
302-368-0515
www.ChristianaPresbyterianChurchDE.com
John Groth, Pastor

$16.25.
The town was assessed

“the character of the town.”

October

Football Club wanted four
electric lights put on the

December 1899: Another Iy,
1899  Bailiff 31 dogs were registered by and always free.
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NEW LIFE CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP

SundayService 9:30 AM
Multimedia Children’s Ministry!
Contemporary Worship!
Relevant messages!
Church Office: 999-1800
Check out our web page:
www.NewLifeDE.org
2712 Old Milltown Rd.
Wilmington, DE
(near Kirkwood Hwy. & Milltown Rd.)

To Advertise or
make changes call
Iryna Varniaga
410-770-4000

or Direct at
443-941-9072

GLASGOW BAPTIST CHURCH

3021 OLD COUNTY RD.,
NEWARK, DE
SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:00AM
MORNING WORSHIP 11:00AM
EVENING SERVICE 6:00PM
MID-WEEK SERVICE THURS., 7:00PM
All Welcome
Dr. W. Grant Nelson Pastor
410-398-2733

Prices start as low

~as $12 and includes
internet. Deadline
is Thurs. at 4:30 pm |
for fellowing Friday
edition

Bz First Church
@ of Christ,
Scientist
48 West Park Place, Newark
Sunday Service & Sunday School 10:00am

Wednesday Testimony Meetings 7:30pm
Childcare available during services.

302-456-5808
ALL ARE WELCOME
www.fccsnewark.org

You are welcome at

United Methodist Church

website: www.ebenezerumcnewark.org
email: newarkebenezerumc @verizon.net

SUN SERVICES 8:30 & 11:00am
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45am
525 Polly Drummond Road
Newark 302-731-9495
Handicapped Accessible * Child Care
TED DAY, PASTOR

& SERVICES
=

[ 1Y Small Groups for all ages
: “‘;:5' Morning Worship

9:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

FIRST BAPTISTCHURCH | o 1 poenin
Wednesday Evening
607 Delaware Avenue gyt Small Groups

Elkton, Maryland 21921 Children’s Activities -
410-398-2915 Preschool thru 6th grade

Rev Arlen Pfenninger 7:00 p.m.

Church website www.fbcelkton.org
Daily Preschool 410-398-4505 Weekday Preschool has openings available

handicapped accessible
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PHOTO COURTESY OF LOIS HOFFMAN

Author Lois Hoffman hopes to guide other writers through
the self-publishing process with her new book, “The Self-

Publishing Roadmap.”

NEWARK POST PHOTO BY KARIE SIMMONS

Lois and Michael Hoffman have been performing for more than 20 years as The Juggling

Hoffmans.

Newark author hopes to guide others through self-publishing

By DARA MCBRIDE
Special to the Post

Growing up, Lois Hoff-
man had two goals - to
make people happy and to
teach. She said she’s accom-
plished both, although per-
haps through two unusual
career choices.

As a professional juggler
and entertainer, she per-
forms with her husband,
Michael, as The Juggling

If you go:

Lois Hoffman will hold
a workshop for those
interested in self-pub-
lishing Jan. 22 from
11:.30a.m.to 1:30 p.m.
at Louviers Federal
Credit Union, 185 S.
Main St. Register at
www.dsbchamber.
com/. Free for mem-
bers and $25 for non
members.

Hoffmans. In the past cou-
ple years, Hoffman, who
lives in the Academy Hill
neighborhood near New-
ark, has also been able to
pursue her interest in teach-
ing as a non-fiction writer.

Her first book was “The
Almost Perfect Birthday
Party.” Published in 2013,
the book is billed as “a
sanity-preserving guide to
planning a party your child
will love.” Her experience
as an event planner and par-
ticipant in 20-plus years of
birthday parties led her to
write the book.

“lI wrote the book as a
business card, something
that I could give to custom-
ers and potential customers
as a thank you and introduc-
tion,” Hoffman explained.

She has also been pub-
lished in Highlights for
Children.

Now, she’s behind “The
Self-Publishing Roadmap.”
From her own experiences

Available Monday thru Friday

€ ."L; &i_ R

302-366-124

(juifc[ay i

Rt. 40, just over MD/DE Line
2725 Pulaske Highway, Glasgow, DE

Monday - Saturday 5:30 am - 3pm
(o]

Ask abou?our daily
lunch specials...

Just 1 Mile East

Hours

Sunday 7:00 am - 2:00 pm

[visa B2

www.guildays.com

in self-publishing — as well
as months of research and
knowledge gleaned from
networking with authors
and publishers — Hoffman
created a step-by-step guide
to self-publishing.

She recalled that after her
first book came out, people
asked, “Well, how did you
do it?”

She said the second book
took about 10 months to
come together and was re-
leased in November.

Although Hoffman started
seriously writing about 10
years ago, she said helping
others through the writing
and publishing process is a
burgeoning business.

“It's a pretty new adven-
ture,” Hoffman said.

At one point, Hoffman
said, she was interested in
pursuing a traditional pub-
lishing route. However, a va-
riety of factors changed that.
She noted that it can be hard
for a new author to break

into the children’s book
field, which is where she
was originally interested.

Self-publishing also has
the allure of putting the au-
thor in control.  ~

“You decide, and the
customer decides, if it's
good enough,” Hoffman
said. She added that if she
ever needs to update the
book, she can easily up-
load a new manuscript for
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DON'T JUST TAKE MY WORD TO
BUY OR SELL YOUR HOME ...

Here’s what my
customers have to say.

“Bob answered every single

of day or night we called.”

question, no matter what time

BOb birect: (302) 234=6056

o 0
iterson
m hwart

MethVin rmeth23294@aol.com  Office: 302-239-3000

the e-book version.

She also noted that some
people are interested in
publishing for personal rea-
sons. They want to share a
family story or write for the
pleasure of creating, she
said.

GUCCI

®

She said she finds inspi-
ration in the many stories
people have to tell.

“I think that everybody
has a story to tell, and it’s a
great thing to try,” Hoffman
said of writing. “It’s worthy
of the effort that it takes.”

Conveniently Located in
Downtown Newark

in The Main Street Galleria

Eye Examinations
Contact Lenses
Fashion Eyewear

Treatment of Ocular Disease

o

2(302)224-3000

converse  The Main Street Galleria

45 East Main Street, Suite 201 - Newark
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COUNCIL

From
Page 1

has the force of law on plan-
ning and zoning decisions.

Council looked over the
fifth installment of the plan
presented by Development
Supervisor Michael Fortner
on Monday night, “focusing
on chapters involving housing
and transportation.

Fortner said there has been a
shift in new housing construc-
tion over the past 20 years with
an increase of multi-unit struc-
tures being built in the city. In
1990, approximately 66 per-
cent of the city’s housing was
single-unit structures, and 34
percent were multi-unit struc-
tures. By 2012, approximately
62 percent were single-unit,
and 39 percent were multi-unit
structures.

“That reflects a national
trend,” Fortner said.

The city’s close proximity
to the University of Delaware
has created a successful stu-
dentrental market, Fortner
said, but the city is concerned
that the surge in proposals for
new developments for student
housing could result in New-
ark becoming “over-built”

with apartments targeted to
students, resulting in an over-
supply and high-vacancy rate
among existing units.

According to the compre-
hensive plan, during 2013,
council considered nine sub-
divisions totaling 476 apart-
ments, which is nearly equal
to the 482 apartment units
that had been approved from
2000 to 2012, and the surge of
proposals hasn't slowed. As
of June, 100 new rental units
were approved and 79 new
rental units are pending, Fort-
ner said.

Phase one of a rental hous-
ing needs assessment study
is currently underway, with
the next meeting scheduled
for Tuesday. Once complete,
the findings will be presented
to planning commission and
council for review.

In order to encourage own-
er-occupied housing, Fortner
said, Newark’s Home Owner-
ship Programs help qualified
applicants, particularly first-
time homebuyers, to purchase
ahome in the city. Newark had
two other programs to make
purchasing a home more af-
fordable, the Live Near Your
Work Program and the Home
Buyer Assistance Program,
but they were discontinued in
2008. Fortner recommended

that funding for these pro-
grams resume.

Live Near Your Work is a
partnership among the city,
the state of Delaware and
participating employers _that
encourages employees to pur-
chase homes near their place
of work. It provides down-
payment and closing-cost as-
sistance to eligible employees
of participating- employers
who purchase homes in desig-
nated areas.

District 3 Councilman Rob
Gifford questioned how suc-
cessful the program was in the
past and suggested the city
not resume funding for Live
Near Your Work and instead
focus on more important mat-
ters.

“When 1 look at the [com-
prehensive] plan, I kind of
get overwhelmed by all of the

things we're trying to do,” he
id

Fortner said the close prox-
imity to the university puts the
city in a good position to have
a program like Live Near Your
Work.

District 4 Councilwoman
Marge Hadden, who is also
a longtime UD employee, de-
fended the program. She said
several of her colleagues took
advantage of Live Near Your
Work when it was available.

“‘I'm happy to see youre
considering resuming this
program,” Hadden said.

Council also took a look at
the future of transportation in
the city by analyzing two of
Newark’s biggest issues: traf-
fic congestion and parking.

Fortner recommended cre-
ating a “corridor-optimization
program,” to make the most
efficient use of the city’s 56
traffic signals. He said New-
ark should coordinate with
the Delaware Department of

~Transportation and focus on

four main corridors, includ-
ing 10 signals on South Main
Street and Elkton Road, six
signals on Cleveland Avenue,
four signals on Library Av-
enue and 10 signals on South
College Avenue.

He also suggested imple-
menting “complete streets”
and “traffic calming” designs
to make roads safer and bal-
ance the needs of drivers, pe-
destrians, bicyclists and tran-
sit users.

The Newark Transporta-
tion Plan identifies West Park
Place from Elkton Road to
South College Avenue; South
College Avenue from Main
Street to the Newark Train
Station; and Cleveland Avenue
from Capitol Trail to North
Chapel Street/Pomeroy Trail

as areas to focus trafﬁccalm—
ing efforts.

District 5 Councilman Luke
Chapman suggested the area
of New London Road and
Corbit Street be included in
traffic calming, and District 1
Councilman Mark Morehead
asked that Casho Mill Road,
Nottingham Road and Barks-
dale Road be added as well.

Fortner said a goal of Com-
prehensive Development Plan
V is to “improve the supply
and user experience of auto-
mobile parking in downtown
Newark” and one solution is
to build a municipal parking
garage.

Over the past several
months, the city has been
floating the idea of a parking
garage behind The Galleria
on Main Street. The garage
took a step forward last sum-
mer when council authorized
a land swap that gives the city
ownership of the entire piece
of land needed for a garage.
After a series of delays, the
deal is in final negotiations.

However, even after the
deal is signed, the garage is
not a certainty. The idea has
encountered resistance from
some members of council and
the public who argue that a ga-
rage is not needed.

Morehead suggested the

garage be near downtown
but not on Main Street, noting
that a parking garage on Main
Street might direct much of
the downtown traffic to the ga-
rage and make the area more
congested than before.

“That's not necessarily
wise,” he said.

Another looming question
is how to pay for the multi-
million-dollar project.

Fortner said opportunities
for a public/private partner-
ship and mixed-use may make
the cost more feasible.

“That’s an action item we
would explore,” he said.

For those without cars, Fort-
ner suggested the city develop
and distribute a user guide
titled “Car-Free Newark” that
details information regarding
transportation choices in the
city and creates a more user-
friendly approach. In addition
to transit options, the guide
will also outline the bicycle
and pedestrian facilities net-
work, he said. ‘

Council will meet again on
Feb. 2 to continue reviewing
Comprehensive Development
Plan V including chapters on
environmental quality, parks,
recreation and open space,
economic development, land
use, annexation and imple-
mentation.

Newark Post owner acquires Baltimore-area newspaper

POST STAFF REPORT

The parent company of the
Newark Post has bought The
Dundalk Eagle, a paid weekly
newspaper that covers Balti-
more County, Maryland.-

Adams Publishing Group
LLC announced Tuesday that-

it acquired the publication
from Kimbel Publication Inc;;

The Dundalk Eagle is now
part of APG Media of Chesa-
peake, which includes the
Post, the Cecil Whig of Elk-
ton, Md., and nine other news-

papers, six monthly/specialty

" magazines, six websites and

five mobile apps. These prod-

-ucts cover . nine counties in

nd and Delaware, and
‘mek nearly one million

which founded the newspaper ‘peoﬁe read the content they

more than 45 years ago.

produce.

C2WE BUY SCRAP METALE

Cash for all types of metals & cars including:
Steel + Batteries * Aluminum ¢ Stainless * Brass * Copper * Vinyl Siding
Roll Off & Demolition Services Available
Clean Yard - Friendly Service

The acquisition of The
Dundalk Eagle allows APG
Media of Chesapeake to fur-
ther diversify and strength-
en its holdings around the
Chesapeake region, specifi-
cally in Baltimore County.
With this acquisition, APG
also purchased the property
the Dundalk Eagle operates
from in Dundalk at 4 N. Cen-
ter Place and will continue
to operate from this location
moving forward.

“We are excited about the
addition of The Dundalk
Eagle into our family of news-
papers in the Chesapeake
region,” said David Fike,
president of APG Media of
Chesapeake. “I have long
admired the award-winning
work that the staff at The Ea-
gle has produced under the
leadership of Publisher Deb-
orah Cornely. We see great
synergies between what we
can offer to assist the growth

X = — = — —

ADAMS PUBLISHING GRQUP LLC

of the publication and what
the staff at The Eagle can of-
fer with their experience in
running a larger distribution
weekly newspaper.”

“For more than four de-
cades, my family has been
integrally involved with the
weekly production of The
Dundalk Eagle,” Cornely
said. “It was important for
us to ensure our paper was
transferred to capable hands.
Given APG’s extensive expe-
rience in the media industry,
we are confident The Eagle
will continue to thrive under
their influence.”

“We are committed to con-
tinuing the decades of excel-
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I WET BASEMENTS STINK !!

Mold, mildew and water leakage

into your basement causes health

and foundation damage. What can be done to fix the problem?

lence in journalism by The
Dundalk Eagle and want to
further strengthen our con-
nection with the local com-
munity and area businesses,”
Fike said. “In each of the
communities we serve, we
understand that the commu-
nity views the local newspa-
per as their own and that you
have a vested interest in us
because we have a vested in-
terest in you.

“So as a stakeholder, we
want to hear from you,” Fike
said. “It is our goal to make
this awssmooth and seamless
transition of ownership and
serve the Dundalk market
for decades to come.”

This acquisition by family-
owned Adams Publishing
Group follows the October
acquisition of The Athens
NEWS located in the south-
eastern part of Ohio, the
August acquisition of The
Chronotype in Rice Lake,

Wis., and the July acquisi-
tion of Huckle Media locat-
ed in southern Minnesota
with 10 community newspa-
pers, 17 websites, shopping
guides, magazines, a digi-
tal agency and commercial
printing facilities. In March,
Adams acquired three di-
visions of American Con-
solidated Media located in
northern Minnesota, Wis-
consin, Ohio and Maryland
with 34 print publications
and related media opera-
tions.

In addition to newspapers,
the family owns radio sta-
tions, the nation’s largest
privately held outdoor ad-
vertising company, maga-
zines and commercial print-
ing businesses. It also has
owned  television stations
and currently owns other
non-media businesses, in-
cluding Camping World/
Good Sam Enterprises.

ATTENTION H.S. Seniors:
The MDDC Press Foundation is looking for
an outstanding senior staff member from a high
school newspaper in Maryland, Delaware or D.C.

410- 392 2980
Dogwood Rd., Elkton, MD CWW,,G

/ (Corner of Blueball & Dogwood Road)
www.elktonrecycling.com »%w\c,\**»

Allstate American Waterproofing is an honest, hardworking local company.

I We will give you a FREE evaluation and estimate and a fair price. We |
have repaired thousands of basements in the area; we can provide local
references. When your neighbors needed waterproofing, they called

I Allstate American. Why don't you? Call now to receive a 20% discount with
your FREE ESTIMATE. MHIC#36672

CALL 1 800 420 7783 NOW!
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Win a $1,500 CASH SCHOLARSHIP!

Visit www.MDDCPress.com for details.
Application Deadline: January 30, 2015
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CAMERAS

From
Page 1

each. The city’s six PEOs
shared the cameras, as
there are typically only two
on duty at a time.

The cameras are small
black boxes that the officer
wears on his or her chest.
The device begins record-
ing when the officer slides
the cover off the lens.

“They do it when they an-
ticipate an encounter with
citizens,” Spadola said.

He said the trial was insti-
tuted because “there were
some complaints about
parking enforcement offi-
cer demeanor.”

Spadola said a command-
ing officer routinely looked
at the video, and would
have used it to investigate
citizen complaints, of which
there were none during the
test period.

The video will be kept for
six months and, under state
law, if it shows evidence of
a crime, it must be kept un-
til 30 days after the case is
closed.

“The idea of the cameras
for any agency is to basical-
ly substantiate a complaint
or deem it unsubstantiat-
ed,” he said.

Now that the pilot pro-
gram is over, the cameras
will be shelved for the fore-
seeable future. As part of a
broader restructuring ef-
fort, the PEOs will now re-
port to the parking depart-
ment rather than the police
department.

The police will retain pos-
session of the cameras but
have “no immediate plans”
for their use, Spadola said.

He said the department
will look at what other po-
lice agencies do . before
deciding if and how to pro-
ceed, noting that a full-scale
rollout of cameras is “very
far away.”

He acknowledged that the
national conversation has
played a role in NPD’s de-
sire to study the use of body
cameras.

“It’s just a natural evolu-
tion of technology, but it’s
definitely hastened by the
past few months,” he said.

National debate

Body cameras have been
used by some police depart-
ments for several years,
but were thrust into the
spotlight late last year after

much-publicized incidents

in Ferguson, Mo., and Stat-
en Island, N.Y., in which po-
lice officers shot and killed
unarmed citizens. Grand
juries in both incidents de-
clined to indict the officers
involved, neither of which
was wearing a body camera.

Many observers have
suggested that, particularly

in the Ferguson incident,

the presence of a body cam-
era would have helped sort
out conflicting statements
from witnesses.

After protests over the
grand jury  decisions
erupted, President Barack
Obama proposed spend-
ing $75 million to purchase
50,000 body cameras for
police departments around
the country.

Local state officials, in-
cluding Gov. Jack Markell,
have also expressed sup-
port for the devices.

“We know the use of body
cameras is inevitable and
we view these cameras as
a positive step that can help
protect the rights of citizens
and the police,” Lew Schil-
iro, Delaware secretary of
the Department of Safety
and Homeland Security,
said in a statement Dec. 22.
“We will need to address
privacy, procedural, and
technical issues and look
forward to conti