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ABSTRACT 

iJohn Bartram (1699-1777) was one o f  Colonial  

America's foremost b o t a n i s t s  and p l an t  explorers .  Col- 

l e c t i n g  p l a n t s  throughout e a s t e r n  North America, he was 

respons ib le  f o r  t h e  in t roduc t ion  of  between 150 and 200 

new American spec ie s  t o  England. Today, h i s  house and 

garden, l oca t ed  on t h e  Schuy lk i l l  River s e v e r a l  miles  

southwest o f  Center Ci ty  Phi lade lphia ,  a r e  operated a s  p a r t  

of  t h e  Fairmount P a r k  System. 

Bartram's Garden has  served a s  l i t t l e  more than  a c i t y  park,  

d i s t i ngu i shed  only by i t s  h i s t o r i c  house and r e l a t i v e l y  

d ive r se  p l a n t  c o l l e c t i o n .  

I n  r ecen t  yea r s ,  however, 

F o r  John Bartram t h i s  s i t e  w a s  a permanent botanic  

garden where he maintained h i s  personal  p l a n t  c o l l e c t i o n .  

H i s  everyday work was farming, but t h e  garden f u l f i l l e d  h i s  

avoca t iona l  dream and a l s o  provided him with a nearby source 

of propagation ma te r i a l .  T\loreover, i t  was a way s t a t i o n  

where spec ie s  c o l l e c t e d  i n  t h e  wild were p lan ted ,  observed, 

and propagated before being disseminated throughout t h e  

world. 

h i s  own h o r t i c u l t u r a l  techniques a s  we l l  a s  those recommended 

t o  him by o thers .  Many o f  t h e s e  methods a r e  s t i l l  used today 

and should be i n t e r p r e t e d  f o r  modern gardeners ,  thereby  

I n  t h i s  garden Bartram devised and experimented wi th  

v 



r e l a t i n g  t h e  experiences o f  John Bartram t o  those  o f  t h e  

h o r t i c u l t u r a l l y  aware v i s i t o r .  Through t h e  development 

o f  t h e  p l a n t  c o l l e c t i o n  and h o r t i c u l t u r a l  e x h i b i t s ,  t h e  

s t o r y  o f  John Bartram can come a l i v e  and have relevance 

for v i s i t o r s  t o  h i s  garden. 

vi 



INTRODUCTION 

JOHN BARTRAM: HIS LIFE, HORTICULTURE, AND GARDEN 

On t h e  west bank of t h e  Schuy lk i l l  River  s e v e r a l  

mi les  south-west o f  Center Ci ty  Phi lade lphia  l i e s  Bartram's 

Garden, a green o a s i s  amid dense i n d u s t r i a l  development and 

urban housing. Bartram's Garden, administered by t h e  Fair-  

mount P a r k  Commission i n  conjunction with t h e  John Bartram 

Associat ion,  i s  more than j u s t  a c i t y  park. I ts  h i s t o r y  

d a t e s  back t o  1670, when Hans Monson, a Swede, secured a 

p a t e n t  t o  a 100-acre t r a c t  of land on t h e  Schuylk i l l .  A 

resurvey of  t h e  proper ty  i n  1675 showed t h a t  t h e  t r a c t  

a c t u a l l y  contained 1100 a c r e s I  1 

I n  1681 Monson so ld  t h e  proper ty  which w a s  subse- 

quent ly  subdivided and resold.* 

now Bartram's Garden was i n  t h e  hands of Frederick Schopen- 

hausen. He apparent ly  f e l l  i n t o  debt and h i s  102-acre t r a c t  

By t h e  l a t e  172Ovs t h e  land  

with i t s  house w a s  conf i sca ted  f o r  s h e r i f f q s  s a l e ,  On 

September 30, 1728, Bartram purchased 

was t o  be t h e  nucleus o f  h i s  farm and 

John Bartram, born i n  1699 of  

t h i s  p roper ty  which 
garden. 3 

immigrant Quaker 

pa ren t s ,  was a farmer a11 o f  h i s  l i f e ,  I n s t i n c t i v e l y  in- 

q u i s i t i v e  i n  many a r e a s ,  he c u l t i v a t e d  an avocation i n  

I 
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botany. His knowledge o f  plants' medicinal properties was 

often utilized when he treated sick neighbors who were un- 

able to visit a physician in Philadelphia. 

interest he obtained botany books, then written in Latin, 

from friends in Philadelphia. 

meager, he hired the local schoolmaster to teach him Latin. 

By the late 1720's,he was botanizing throughout the sur- 

rounding countryside whenever he could free himself from 

To further this 

Since Bartram's education was 

farming . r, 

Sometime before 1732, Bartram became friendly with 

Breintnall, a Joseph Breintnall, a Philadelphia merchant. 

member o f  Benjamin Franklings Junto, was well connected with 

the Philadelphia intellectual community. 

ings with Peter Collinson, a wealthy London cloth merchant 

He also had deal- 

and a good Quaker, keenly interested in botany. 

desirous to obtain native American plants, Collinson fre- 

Particularly 

quently requested Breintnall's assistance in obtaining them. 

Though Breintnall was able to send a few seeds and roots, it 

was not enough to satisfy Collinson's enthusiasm. 

Breintnall referred Collinson to his friend John Bartram, 

In 1732 

suggesting that they could work out a satisfactory agreement. 5 

The result was a lively correspondence and trade 

which were to last f o r  more than thirty-eight years. When- 

ever he could take time from his work, Bartram went out into 

the wilds collecting plants, seeds, and r o o t s  to bring back 

to his garden which he established between his house and the 
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r i v e r ,  He added novel specimens t o  h i s  own c o l l e c t i o n  and 

s e n t  boxes o f  s u r p l u s  p l a n t  ma te r i a l s  t o  Collinson f o r  t h e  

p r i c e  of  f i v e  t o  t e n  guineas per  box. I n  England, word o f  

Bartram's c o l l e c t i o n s  quick ly  spread,  and soon Collinson 

w a s  a c t i n g  a s  agent f o r  o t h e r  pa t rons  inc luding  P h i l i p  

M i l l e r ,  who wrote t h e  popular Gardeners Dict ionary,  S i r  Hans 

Sloane, whose c o l l e c t i o n s  were used i n  founding t h e  B r i t i s h  

Museum, and Lord P e t r e ,  a noted p l a n t  c o l l e c t o r .  

To s a t i s f y  h i s  correspondents Bartram soon began 

t ak ing  longer  t r i p s .  I n  1735 he followed t h e  Schuy lk i l l  

River  t o  i t s  S O U T " C ~ .  He subsequently extended h i s  t r i p s  t o  

Maryland, New Je r sey ,  New York, New England, V i rg in i a ,  and 

l a t e r  south t o  t h e  Carol inas ,  Georgia,  and Flor ida .  Since 

most of  h i s  bo tan ica l  journeys were bare ly  self-support ing,  

he s t i l l  maintained h i s  farm a s  h i s  p r i n c i p a l  means of  sup- 

p o r t .  

were harves ted  i n  t h e  autumn, a l s o  t h e  i d e a l  time f o r  col-  

l e c t i n g  most p l a n t s  and seeds,  

h i s  apprec i a t ion  f o r  t hese  e f f o r t s  when he wrote: "A11 

b o t a n i s t s  w i l l  j o i n  wi th  me i n  thanking dear  John f o r  h i s  
unwearied pa ins  t o  g r a t i f y  every i n q u i s i t i v e  genius." 6 

Over t h e  years  Bartram b u i l t  up a l a r g e  following i n  

Thus, most of  h i s  t r i p s  were taken a f t e r  t h e  crops 

I n  1763 Collinson expressed 

Europe. These included S i r  Hans Sloane, P h i l i p  IvIiller, Dr. 

John F o t h e r g i l l ,  a wealthy London physician and plantsman, 

Queen Ul r i ca  o f  Sweden, and P e t e r  K a l m ,  t h e  Swedish plant 

exp lo re r  and s tuden t  o f  Linnaeus. I n  North America Bartram 



became t h e  "botan ica l  c e n t r a l , "  corresponding and exchanging 

v i s i t s  wi th  b o t a n i s t s  and h o r t i c u l t u r i s t s  throughout t h e  

c o l ~ n i e s . ~  Bartram's c a r e e r  reached a peak i n  1765 when 

P e t e r  Col l inson wrote him: 

I have t h e  p leasure  t o  inform my good f r i e n d  t h a t  my 
repea ted  s o l i c i t a t i o n s  have not  been i n  vain f o r  
t h i s  day 1 rece ived  c e r t a i n  in t e l l egence  from our 
grac ious  King [George 1111 t h a t  he ha th  appointed 
thee  h i s  bo a n i s t  wi th  a s a l a r y  o f  f i f t y  pounds 
a year.  , . IE 

Bartram's garden on t h e  Schuy lk i l l  w a s  t h e  hub o f  

a l l  t h i s  a c t i v i t y .  Here he c u l t i v a t e d  and observed t h e  

novel p l a n t s  he c o l l e c t e d  i n  t h e  wilds.  

mented wi th  propagation techniques t o  increase  t h e  supply 

o f  p l a n t s  s o  t h a t  a11 h i s  pa t rons  could be s a t i s f i e d .  

he app l i ed  t h e  l a t e s t  h o r t i c u l t u r a l  t h e o r i e s  o f  h i s  t ime, 

acquired through personal  observat ion,  h i s  readings,  and 

correspondence. During Bartram's l i f e t i m e  t r a v e l e r s  from 

a l l  over  t h e  world wi th  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  n a t u r a l  sc iences  

Here he experi-  

Here 

v i s i t e d  h i s  garden t o  see  h i s  c u r i o s i t i e s  and hear  h i s  w i t t y  

b o t a n i c a l  observat ions.  Af t e r  meeting Bartram i n  1738, 
Colonel John Cus t i s  o f  V i rg in i a  observed: "He i s  t h e  most 

f a c e t i o u s  man I have eve r  met with and never w a s  so much 

de l igh ted  w i t h  a s t r a n g e r  i n  a l l  my l i f e . " 9  

Bartram d i d  more than  anyone e l s e  i n  the  e ighteenth  

century t o  en r i ch  European gardens with American p l a n t s ,  

U n t i l  1734, t h e  year  B a r t r a m  s e n t  h i s  first shipment t o  

P e t e r  Collinson, only 300 American spec ie s  had been introduced 
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i n t o  English gardens.  

o f  t h e  American Revolution, t h e  per iod of Bartram's a c t i v e  

c a r e e r ,  about 320 a d d i t i o n a l  spec ie s  were introduced,  O f  

t h e s e ,  t h e  Sngl i sh  records  c r e d i t  Collinson f o r  t h e  i n t r o -  

duc t ion  of 40 s p e c i e s ,  most  of which probably came from 

From t h i s  da t e  u n t i l  t h e  beginning 

Bartram. 

who r a r e l y  named t h e  o r i g i n a l  c o l l e c t o r  o f  h i s  North American 

Nearly 200 spec ie s  a r e  c red i t ed  t o  P h i l i p  Mi l l e r ,  

i n t roduc t ions .  

t r i b u t o r  t o  Bartram subsc r ip t ions  and received from Collinson 

As e a r l y  as 1736, M i l l e r  was a r e g u l a r  con- 

h i s  share  o f  each shipment. I n  1758 Mi l l e r  wrote Bartram: 

The specimens you w a s  s o  good as t o  send me by Capt. 
Lyon would have been a t r e a s u r e  had they  a.rrived 
s a f e  but h i s  s h i p  w a s  taken by t h e  French s o  those 
a r e  a l l  l o s t  which i s  a g r e a t  misfortune a t  t h i s  
t ime when they  would have been a g r e a t  s e rv i ce  t o  
me i n  a s c e r t a i n i n g  t h e  names of  some p l a n t s  which 
remain doubtful .  , . r r l O  

It i s  s a f e  t o  assume t h a t  a l a r g e  po r t ion  of  t h e  p l a n t s  

c r e d i t e d  t o  M i l l e r  as  in t roduce r  a c t u a l l y  came from Bartram. 

He probably was respons ib le  f o r  t h e  in t roduc t ion  o f  between 

150 and 200 new American spec ie s  i n t o  England. 11 

Each yea r  Bartram a l s o  s e n t  l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  

seeds  from spec ie s  prev ious ly  i n  c u l t i v a t i o n  but only i n  

l i m i t e d  q u a n t i t i e s .  Thus, p l a n t s  considered r a r e  were made 

a v a i l a b l e  t o  many B r i t i s h  gardens,  "Indeed, h i s  in f luence  

i n  inc reas ing  t h e  abundance of American p l a n t s  i n  cu l t iva-  

t i o n  might be regarded a s  o f  importance equal  t o  t h a t  o f  h i s  

i n t roduc t ion  o f  novel t ies . "  12 
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Afte r  Bartram's death i n  1777, h i s  house and garden 

were i n h e r i t e d  by John Bartram Jr.,  who i n  t u r n  w i l l e d  t h a t  

s e c t i o n  of Bartram proper ty  t o  h i s  daughter,  Mrs. Ann Carr, 

i n  1 8 1 d 3  

house and garden t o  Andrew Eastwick. Af t e r  E a s t w i c k ' s  

death i n  1879, t h e  land was administered by t h e  Pennsylvania 

Company f o r  Insurance,  which i n  1893 s o l d  t h e  t r a c t  t o  t h e  

Ci ty  o f  Phi lade lphia ,  With t h e  purchase o f  s i x t e e n  addi- 

t i o n a l  a c r e s  i n  1897, t h e  c i t y  completed a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  t h e  

I n  Apr i l  of 1850, Robert and Ann Carr s o l d  t h e  

l and  which now comprises Bartram Park, 14 

The descendants of John Bartram formed an associa-  

t i o n  t o  he lp  care  f o r  t h e  proper ty  i n  1893 and enlarged t h e  

membership i n  1924 t o  include t h e  i n t e r e s t e d  publ ic ,  1 5  

Since t h a t  t ime, d e s p i t e  s e v e r a l  a t tempts  t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  

garden, t h e  l e v e l  of  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  has  remained l o w .  I n  

r ecen t  yea r s  t h e  proper ty  has  been l i t t l e  more than a pub l i c  

park,  d i s t i ngu i shed  only by the  h i s t o r i c  house and a r e l a -  

t i v e l y  d ive r se  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t r e e s  and shrubs.  I n  o rde r  t o  

i n s u r e  t h e  pub l i c  support  needed t o  secure t h e  f u t u r e  of  

Bartram's Garden, i t s  func t ions  must be c l e a r l y  def ined and 

developed. 



CHAPTER I 

INTERPRETIVE PROSPECTUS 

Theme 

The i n t e r p r e t i v e  theme of  Bartram's Garden should 

encompass both the  s t o r y  o f  John Bartram, p l a n t  exp lo re r  

and h o r t i c u l t u r i s t ,  and the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  h i s  e ighteenth-  

century work t o  twentieth-century h o r t i c u l t u r e .  T o  Bartram 

t h i s  s i t e  was a permanent botanic  garden where he maintained 

h i s  personal  p l an t  co l l ec t ion .  Not only d id  t h e  garden f u l -  

f i l l  h i s  avoca t iona l  dream but i t  a l s o  provided him with a 

nearby source of  propagation mater ia l .  Ploreover, it w a s  a 

nursery  and way-station where spec ie s  c o l l e c t e d  i n  t h e  wild 

were p l an ted ,  observed, and propagated before being d is -  

seminated throughout t h e  world. 

overseas  correspondents were l ikewise  received here  before  

being d i s t r i b u t e d  throughout t h e  colonies .  I n  t h i s  garden 

Exotic p l a n t s  from Bartram's 

Bartram devised and experimented with h i s  own h o r t i c u l t u r a l  

techniques as  we1.1 as those recommended t o  him by o thers .  

Many o f  t hese  methods a r e  s t i l l  u s e f u l  today and should be 

i n t e r p r e t e d  i n  t h a t  l i g h t ,  thereby r e l a t i n g  t h e  experiences 

o f  John Bartram t o  those o f  t he  h o r t i c u l t u r a l l y  aware 

v i  s i t  o r  . 
7 



Since Bartram's Garden i s  p r imar i ly  a h i s t o r i c  

bo tan ic  garden, t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  o b j e c t i v e s  of botanic  gar- 

dens i n  gene ra l  provide a l o g i c a l  framework i n  which t o  

e s t a b l i s h  i t s  purposes. Thus, planning f o r  Bartram's gar- 

den should include t h e  following genera l  funct ions:  

1. Botanical  Col lec t ion  

2 .  Passive Recreation 

3 . I n t e r p r e t i v e  Demonstration 

4. Research 

5. P l an t  In t roduc t ion  

6 .  H o r t i c u l t u r a l  Information Center 

7. P ro fes s iona l  Training 

Botanica l  Col lec t ion  

Bartram's Garden should contain a teaching  co l lec-  

t i o n  o f  p l a n t s  which r e l a t e  t o  t h e  i n t e r p r e t i v e  themes o f  

t h e  garden. Because o f  s p a t i a l  l i m i t a t i o n s ,  however, it i s  

no t  poss ib l e  t o  accommodate every spec ie s  t h a t  Bartram grew. 

I n  a l e t t e r  t o  Y9r. Sibthorp professor  a t  Oxford" Bartram 

s t a t e s  : 

. . I am b e t t e r  stocked with ma te r i a l s  than 
formerly haveing now searched our North America 
from New England t o  near  Georgia and from ye sea  
coas t  t o  Lake Ontar io  and many branches o f  ye 
Ohio so  t h a t  now t h e r e  i s  but few p l a n t s  i n  a l l  
t h a t  space of ground but what 3: have observed 
nay have most  of  them growing i n  my own garden.1 

Though t h i s  s ta tement  may have been somewhat exag- 

ge ra t ed ,  Bartram undoubtedly had an extensive c o l l e c t i o n  o f  
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n a t i v e  American p l a n t s .  

were always eager  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  of  e x o t i c s  

Furthermore, h i s  correspondents  

i n  hopes of  ga in ing  h i s  f avor ,  I n  a l e t t e r  da ted  J u l y  16, 

1761, John de Ponthieu,  a London plantsman, makes t h e  f o l -  

lowing o f f e r  t o  John Bartram: 

We a r e  s o r r y  t o  hea r  by your favour  o f  t h e  26th of  
May t h a t  your in tended  p resen t  w a s  t aken  by t h e  
French we a r e  however n o t  t h e  l e s s  ob l iged  t o  
you, and k indly  thank you We h e a r t i l y  wish we 
h e w  what p l a n t s  o f  t h i s  count ry ' s  growth would be 
agreeable  t o  you we shou'd send them immediately 
as l i kewise  those  from I t a l y ,  Spain,  Po r tuga l  & a 
very  g r e a t  v a r i e t y  we have from t h e  Alps some of  
which we be l i eve  would p l ease  you very much, as 
nobody i n  England has  them but  ourse lves .  

We keep a gene ra l  correspondence a l l  
over  t h e  world & can a s s u r e  you t h a t  nothing w i l l  
g ive  u s  g r e a t e r  p l easu re  than  t o  accomodate you. 
We b e l i e v e  your b e s t  way will be t o  send us  an 
account of a l l  t h e  European p l a n t s  you have & 
t hen  we s h a l l  s ee  what you want, and send them by 
first oppertunity.2.  

From such o f f e r s  from Bartram's correspondents ,  i t  i s  seen 

t h a t  many p l a n t s  grown i n  Europe a t  t h a t  t ime could have 

been grown by Bartram, Thus, it is  necessary  t o  s e t  spe- 

c i f i c  c r i t e r i a  f o r  p l a n t  s e l e c t i o n  today a t  Bartram's 

Garden . 
A l l  s p e c i e s  p l an ted  a t  Bartram's Garden should be 

h i s t o r i c a l l y  a p p r o p r i a t e ,  t h a t  is ,  known t o  John Bartram o r  

growing i n  h i s  garden before  1783, The year 1783 is  chosen 

because it was t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  d a t e  o f  t h e  Broadside Cata- 

logue,  an important  source of  information on p l a n t s  then  

growing i n  t h e  garden. Since t h e  catalogue appeared only  
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seven yea r s  a f t e r  John Bartram's dea th ,  most p l a n t s  i n  t h e  

garden would no t  have changed i n  t h a t  i n t e r v a l .  

can be made f o r  p l a n t s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  those  introduced 

t o  t h e  garden by W i l l i a m  Bartram a f t e r  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  death.  

P r i o r i t y  should c e r t a i n l y  be given t o  American n a t i v e  p l a n t s  

as Bartram's most no tab le  work w a s  c o l l e c t i n g  them f o r  sub- 

sequent i n t roduc t ion  i n t o  Europe. A few e x o t i c s  should be 

included,  however, t o  r ep resen t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  of 

Bartram's a c t i v i t y .  

p r i a t e ,  each spec ie s  maintained i n  t h e  garden should be 

outs tanding  i n  a t  l e a s t  one o f  t h e  t h r e e  following cate- 

go r i e s :  

Exceptions 

F i n a l l y ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  being appro- 

1. P l a n t s  u s e f u l  t o  c o l o n i s t s  o f  Bartram's 

t ime a r e  of p a r t i c u l a r  value s ince  they  can be used 

i n  r e l a t i n g  him t o  t h e  s o c i a l  condi t ions  of h i s  t i m e .  

2 .  Species o f  p a r t i c u l a r  h o r t i c u l t u r a l  o r  

bo tan ic  i n t e r e s t  t o  Bartram o r  h i s  correspondents 

a r e  important i n  i n t e r p r e t i n g  t h e  s t a t e  o f  t hese  

sc i ences  i n  t h e  e ighteenth  century.  

3. Species o f  ou ts tanding  ornamental mer i t ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  those w e l l  s u i t e d  t o  contemporary 

urban and suburban gardens,  can serve  t o  make B a r -  

tram's work r e l e v a n t  t o  today 's  v i s i t o r .  

Besides being a u t h e n t i c ,  each spec ie s  should serve t o  

expose some f a c e t  of t h e  John B a r t r a m  s t o r y  t o  t h e  garden 
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v i s i t o r .  The p l a n t s ,  as primary i n t e r p r e t i v e  ma te r i a l s  of  

t h e  garden, should be c l e a r l y  i d e n t i f i e d  with l a b e l s  g iv ing  

both t h e i r  s c i e n t i f i c  and common names. For  t r e e s ,  t h e  en- 

graved laminated p l a s t i c  l a b e l s  suppl ied by t h e  Fairmount 

Park Commission a r e  recommended. These l a b e l s  a r e  incon- 

spicuous,  though e a s i l y  read even when placed high on t h e  

t runks  o f  t r e e s  out  of  t h e  reach of  p o t e n t i a l  vandals.  For  

shrubs and very small t r e e s ,  small metal  embossed l a b e l s ,  

a v a i l a b l e  f rom t h e  Morris Arboretum, a r e  recommended. These 

a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  inexpensive and can e a s i l y  be replaced i f  

l o s t  0 

Because of  t h e i r  high cos t  and v u l n e r a b i l i t y  t o  

vandals ,  s t o r y  l a b e l s  should be given low p r i o r i t y .  Though 

t h e s e  a r e  an e f f e c t i v e  means o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  resources  

can be b e t t e r  u t i l i z e d  by publ ishing a self-guided t o u r  

pamphlet which would be a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  v i s i t o r  from t h e  

house guard a t  low cos t .  P l a n t s  and var ious  po in t s  of  i n t e r -  

e s t  throughout t h e  garden could then  be code-numbered with 

s m a l l  p l a s t i c  engraved l a b e l s  which would correspond with 

numbers on t h e  map and guide. I n  t h e  guide each p l an t  

spec ie s  o r  po in t  of  i n t e r e s t  would be descr ibed i n  a con- 

c i s e ,  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  and informative manner. P r i o r i t y  should 

be given t o  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  those spec ie s  which bes t  

f u l f i l l  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  c r i t e r i a  previously l i s t e d ,  and t h e  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  should s t r e s s  those p o i n t s  which caused t h e  

s p e c i e s  t o  be included i n  B a r t r a m ' s  Garden. I n  t h e  f u t u r e  
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as funds become a v a i l a b l e  and v i s i t a t i o n  inc reases ,  metal- 

. photo i n t e r p r e t i v e  l a b e l s  should be used t o  supplement t h e  

pamphlet. By cooperating with o t h e r  bo tan ica l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  

i n  t h e  a r e a ,  production c o s t s  can be minimized. 

Passive Recreat ion 

Bartram's Garden, l oca t ed  i n  a heavi ly  populated 

i n d u s t r i a l  a r e a ,  provides  t h e  only environment f o r  passive 

r e c r e a t i o n  i n  i t s  immediate v i c i n i t y .  A s  such i t  is  impor- 

t a n t  t h a t  t h e  garden remain f r e e l y  open t o  t h e  publ ic .  The 

a r e a  south of t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  garden has  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  a c t i v e  

r e c r e a t i o n  which should be forbidden i n  t h e  garden. 

Leaving t h e  garden open as a walk-in park does pre- 

s e n t  s e c u r i t y  problems. I n  t h e  p a s t  some vandalism has 

occurred,  most o f  it non-malicious i n  na tu re ,  which could 

be con t ro l l ed  with more low-key po l i c ing  along with an ex- 

panded pub l i c  education program. Queens Botanic Garden, i n  

a s i m i l a r  urban a r e a ,  has d e a l t  with t h e  vandalism problem 

by e n l i s t i n g  neighborhood goodwill  and support .  Neighbors 

concerned about t h e  garden a r e  f a r  more e f f e c t i v e  i n  pro- - 
t e c t i n g  t h e  proper ty  than  any formal s e c u r i t y  force .  3 

Though a fence would provide s e c u r i t y  t h a t  would 

a l l o w  f i n e  h o r t i c u l t u r e  and e l abora t e  outdoor museum e x h i b i t s ,  

a fence i s  not  recommended a t  present  u n t i l  eva lua t ion  of t h e  

present  s e c u r i t y  s i t u a t i o n  can be made. A s e c u r i t y  fence,  

a negat ive a e s t h e t i c  f e a t u r e  not  i n  keeping with t h e  h i s t o r i c  
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mood o f  t h e  garden, would a l s o  not  guarantee absolu te  i m -  

munity from vandalism, 

A s  a pass ive  r e c r e a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t y ,  t h e  garden 

should be v i s u a l l y  a t t r a c t i v e  t o  t h e  genera l  publ ic ,  but 

an e l a b o r a t e l y  landscaped park would not  be i n  keeping with 

t h e  mood o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  h i s t o r i c  garden. Af t e r  v i s i t i n g  

Bartram, Alexander Garden wrote:  

H i s  garden i s  a p e r f e c t  p o r t r a i t u r e  o f  him- 
s e l f ;  here  you meet a row o f  r a r e  p l a n t s  about 
covered over wi th  weeds, here  with a b e a u t i f u l  
shrub, even l u x u r i a n t  amongst t h e  b r i a r s ,  and i n  
another  corner  an e legant  and l o f t y  t r e e  l o s t  i n  
a common th i cke t .&  

George Washington remarked i n  1787 t h a t  t h e  garden, "tho 

s t o r e d  wi th  many curious p l a n t s ,  shrubs and t r e e s  and many 

of  which a r e  e x o t i c ,  was not  l a i d  with much t a s t e  nor w a s  

it large. tv5 

t h a t  same year  commented t h a t  "everything i s  very badly 

arranged,  f o r  they  a r e  n e i t h e r  placed ornamentally nor botan- 

i c a l l y ,  but seem t o  be jumbled toge the r  i n  heaps." Bar- 

tram's l e v e l  o f  maintenance was apparent ly  very low, but it 

should be remembered t h a t  besides  h i s  bo tan ica l  expedi t ions  

he was managing a p r o f i t a b l e  farm. Thus we can forg ive  him 

f o r  a l lowing h i s  l o f t y  t r e e s  t o  be l l l o s t  i n  a common th icke t . "  

S imi l a r ly ,  t h e  Reverend Manassah Cu t l e r ,  i n  

6 

Obviously, it is  not  d e s i r a b l e  t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  garden 

t o  a poorly maintained condi t ion s ince  few v i s i t o r s  would be 

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  observing lta row of  r a r e  p l a n t s  about covered 

over  wi th  weeds." On t h e  o t h e r  hand it is  equal ly  important 
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t o  avoid t h e  imposit ion of  an e l abora t e  design on t h e  s i t e .  

W i l l i a m  U. Massey, h o r t i c u l t u r i s t  f o r  t h e  Nat ional  Trus t  f o r  

H i s t o r i c  P rese rva t ion ,  o f f e r s  a compromise f o r  similar s i t u -  

a t i o n s .  

To o f f s e t  t h e  disadvantage o f  no t  being 
a b l e  t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  landscape, a well-  
preserved,  though r ecen t  garden may be comple- 
mented by imaginative and informative e x h i b i t s ,  
d i s p l a y s  and l i t e r a t u r e .  
p i t f a l l s  of a f a l s e  sense of  a u t h e n t i c i t y  while 
en la rg ing  t h e  v i s i t o r s '  understanding and appre- 
c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  h i s t o r y  of  t h e  garden. 

This approach avoids t h e  

Once t h e  gardens a r e  r e s t o r e d ,  an adequate 
maintenance program should be developed. The pro- 
gram should attempt t o  complement t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  
per iod  of  t h e  garden. For i n s t ance ,  a high main- 
tenance program f o r  a c o l o n i a l  garden w i l l  com- 
promise t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  a u t h e n t i c i t y  a s  much a s  
does improper p l an t ing  o r  improper design.7 

A sound compromise w i l l  i n su re  both the  proper main- 

tenance o f  t h e  valuable  botanic  c o l l e c t i o n  and a p leasant  

a e s t h e t i c  experience f o r  t h e  v i s i t o r .  Again, moderation 

must be t h e  r u l e .  For example, i f  a shrub i s  overgrown, 

pruning t o  improve i t s  appearance and v igor  should be done 

i n  a n a t u r a l i s t i c  manner s o  t h a t  t h e  opera t ion  i s  no t  appar- 

e n t  t o  t h e  v i s i t o r .  Not only i s  t h i s  a good h o r t i c u l t u r a l  

p r a c t i c e ,  but it a l s o  con t r ibu te s  t o  the  au then t i c  mood o f  

t h e  garden. Maintaining t h e  lawns p resen t s  a s i m i l a r  problem. 

Although mowing may be h i s t o r i c a l l y  inappropr ia te ,  it i s  

necessary t o  maintain t h e  grassy  a reas  a t  a manageable he ight .  

Once more s e v e r a l  ob jec t ives  must be compromised. Rough- 

c u t t i n g  t h e  g r a s s  a t  a r e l a t i v e l y  high mower s e t t i n g  (two 



and a h a l f  t o  t h r e e  inches )  w i l l  maintain it a t  a manageable 

he igh t  while  s t i l l  preserv ing  t h e  r u s t i c  mood. 

I n t e r p r e t i v e  Demonstration 

A dynamic means of por t ray ing  t h e  h o r t i c u l t u r e  of  

John Bartram is  through t h e  use  of  l i v i n g  i n t e r p r e t i v e  demon- 

s t r a t i o n .  This device w i l l  show Bartram's var ious h o r t i -  

c u l t u r a l  p r a c t i c e s  and i d e a l l y  they  w i l l  be i n t e r p r e t e d  so  

t h e  b a s i c  h i s t o r i c  p r i n c i p l e s  w i l l  be r e l a t e d  t o  modern 

h o r t i c u l t u r e .  

For example, i n  1735 P e t e r  Collinson gave Bartram 

s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  production of  con- 

tainer-grown p lan t s :  

1 wish a t  t h e  proper season Thee would 
procure a s t rong  box 2 f e e t  square and about 15 
o r  18 inches deep but a f o o t  deep i n  mould would 
be enough. 

h a l f  a dozen shrub honesukles and p l an t  i n  t h i s  
box but  be su re  make t h e  bottom of  t h e  box f u l l  o f  
l a r g e  ho le s  and cover t h e  ho le s  with t i l e s  o r  
o y s t e r  s h e l l  t o  l e t t  t h e  water  dre ine  b e t t e r  o f f  
then  l e t t  t h i s  box s tand  i n  a proper  place i n  t h y  
garden f o r  two o r  t h r e e  yea r s  till t h e  p l a n t s  have 
taken good r o o t  and made good shoots  but thou must 
be c a r e f u l 1  t o  water  it i n  dry  weatherag 

then c o l l e c t  h a l f  a dozen of  L a u r e l l s  and 

This passage shows how Bartram probably grew many 

p l a n t s  i n  preparing them f o r  shipment t o  England. 

sha res  with Bartram h i s  bas i c  understanding o f  t h e  need f o r  

organic  mat te r ,  good a e r a t i o n ,  and drainage i n  conta iner  

p l a n t  cu l tu re .  

r e l e v a n t  today and should be passed along t o  t h e  garden 

Collinkon 

These bas ic  c u l t u r a l  requirements a r e  s t i l l  
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v i s i t o r  who may be c u l t i v a t i n g  conta iner  p l a n t s  i n  h i s  

house and garden. 

S imi l a r  e x h i b i t s  can d e a l  with p l a n t  c o l l e c t i o n ,  

herbarium specimen prepara t ion ,  composting, p l a n t  propaga- 

t i o n ,  mulching, and win te r  burn. These e x h i b i t s  can r e l a t e  

t h e  eighteenth-century methods t o  modern gardening tech- 

niques.  

t o  l i f e  by making it  re l evan t  t o  t h e  experiences and needs 

of' t h e  v i s i t o r .  

I n  t h i s  way t h e  s t o r y  o f  John Bartram can be brought 

Research 

Research, an important func t ion  o f  many botanic  

gardens,  should have a unique r o l e  a t  Bartram's Garden. 

The research  should be based on h i s t o r i c a l  precedent and 

r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  t h e  h o r t i c u l t u r e  of  John 

Bartram f o r  t h e  garden v i s i t o r .  Topics could include the  

propagation o f  B a r t r a m  in t roduc t ions ,  t h e i r  hard iness  and 

performance i n  var ious  microclimates,  composting, and the  

e f f e c t s  of  mulching. S tudies  of  t h e  hard iness  o f  Bartram's 

southern in t roduc t ions  i n  t h e  Phi lade lphia  a rea  would i n t e r -  

e s t  p ro fes s iona l  h o r t i c u l t u r i s t s  and be s u i t a b l e  f o r  publi-  

ca t ion  i n  p ro fes s iona l  journa ls .  

a r e a s  t h e  research  could be reconducted mainly f o r  i t s  

i n t e r p r e t i v e  meri t .  

I n  previously explored 

For in s t ance ,  hard iness  research  on Anisostichus 

caDreolatus ( C r o s s  Vine) would be o f  p ro fes s iona l  i n t e r e s t  
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as w e l l  as i n t e r p r e t i v e  value.  I n  1763 Bartram observed: 

ye bignonia f o l i u s  conjugat i s  [Cross Vine] ran  up 
ye no. e a s t  corner  o f  my house l a s t  summer twenty 
f e e t  high 
green but one a t  ye southwest end i s  bare of  
l eaves  t h o  ye vine is  green.9 

ye l eaves  and vine o f  which i s  now very 

Today t h i s  p l an t ing  could be r e p l i c a t e d  a t  Bartram's 

with observa t ions  recorded each year.  Af t e r  s e v e r a l  years  

t h e  observa t ions  could be published, and compared wi th  those 

B a r t r a m  made i n  1763. Plan t ing  recommendations could then 

be made based on t h e  contemporary da ta .  Such a pub l i ca t ion  

would disseminate  information about t h e  Cross  Vine and re- 

s u l t  i n  p u b l i c i t y  f o r  Bartram's Garden. 

P l a n t  In t roduc t ion  

P l a n t  i n t roduc t ion  i s  another  important func t ion  o f  

botanic  gardens.  A t  Bartram's Garden t h i s  a c t i v i t y  might be 

more appropr i a t e ly  c a l l e d  p l a n t  re- introduct ion.  Unusual 

p l a n t s  which Bartram is  known t o  have c o l l e c t e d  should be 

grown, propagated, and evaluated i n  t h e  garden. Where appro- 

p r i a t e ,  s u p e r i o r  i nd iv idua l s  should be s e l e c t e d  f o r  vegeta- 

t i v e  propagation. The young p l a n t s  should be grown i n  a 

nursery  demonstration a rea .  Af t e r  t hey  reach landscape s i z e ,  

some specimens should be added t o  t h e  permanent c o l l e c t i o n  

while  t h e  o t h e r s  a r e  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  i n t e r e s t e d  nurserymen, 

bo tan ic  gardens,  and o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  

Those p l a n t s  t h a t  a r e  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  h i s t o r i c  and 

ornamental i n t e r e s t  should be descr ibed i n  popular 
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horticultural journals, including the historic background of 

the plant and recommendations for landscape use and cultural 

practices. Once again, such an article will not only serve 

to disseminate information, but also to increase public 

awareness of Bartram's Garden. 

Horticultural Information Center 

Another important function of a botanic garden is to 

serve as a horticultural information center, providing in- 

formation to the public on such topics as horticultural 

practices, pesticides, plant identification, and local 

growing conditions. 

availability of horticultural information from other sources 

in the Philadelphia area, this function should not be em- 

phasized at Bartram's Garden. 

Because of staff limitations and the 

It would be advantageous, however, to offer a limited 

neighborhood horticultural information service. Staffed by 

knowledgeable volunteers and publicized in the area immedi- 

ately surrounding the garden, this service would be an ideal 

way to obtain neighborhood recognition and support which is 

essential for the success of the garden. 

Professional Training 

The training of professionals is an import;ant func- 

tion of botanic gardens. At Bartram's Garden first priority 

should be given to horticultural and historical training f o r  

the Fairmount Park staff stationed there, in order to insure 
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t h e  proper  maintenance and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  co l l ec t ion .  

Areas of i n s t r u c t i o n  should inc lude  bas i c  pruning, p l an t ing ,  

t r a n s p l a n t i n g ,  a long wi th  d i sease  and i n s e c t  con t ro l .  Nuch 

of  t h i s  t r a i n i n g  should be informal,  us ing  experience under 

t r a i n e d  supe rv i so r s  as t h e  primary teaching  technique. For  

example, i f  f i r e b l i g h t  i s  observed i n  t h e  Hawthorn (Crataegus 

z.) c o l l e c t i o n ,  t h e  Executive Secre ta ry  could a l e r t  t h e  

gardeners  t o  t h i s  problem, explaining t h e  l i f e  cycle  and 

d iagnos is  of  t h e  d i sease  and demonstrating t h e  proper  means 

o f  c o n t r o l  so  t h a t  t h e  gardeners could diagnose and t r e a t  it 

on t h e i r  own i n i t i a t i v e  as w e l l  as inform v i s i t o r s  about 

t h i s  problem. 

Furthermore, t h e  gardeners should be given a bas i c  

apprec i a t ion  of t h e  l i f e  and h o r t i c u l t u r e  o f  John Bartram, 

s i n c e  t h e  v i s i t i n g  pub l i c  o f t e n  a s k s  them f o r  i n t e r p r e t i v e  

information. 

i n t e r p r e t i v e  program, improve t h e  l e v e l  of maintenance, and 

A staff  educat ion program w i l l  support  t h e  

e n r i c h  t h e  gardeners * jobs. 

The p o s s i b i l i t y  of  cooperating with neighboring 

u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n  var ious  i n t e r n s h i p  and work-study programs 

should be fully explored. Often government and foundation 

g r a n t s  w i l l  fund these  programs, making t h e  s tuden t  workers 

a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  cooperating i n s t i t u t i o n  a t  l i t t l e  o r  no cost .  

A s m a l l  i n s t i t u t i o n  l i k e  Bartramts Garden is  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

w e l l  s u i t e d  f o r  such i n t e r n s h i p s  because t h e  s tudent  can be 

given respons ib le  work which would normally be handled by t h e  
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professional staff in a larger institution. Bartram's 

Garden would benefit from the students' productivity while 

t he  student wouid gain a valuable work experience. 



\ 

CHAPTER I1 

DESIGN PROSPECTUS 

General Design C r i t e r i a  

As shown i n  Chapter I, Bartram's Garden was not  a 

landscape garden, nor  were t h e  p l a n t s  s e t  out  i n  any par- 

t i c u l a r  ornamental o r  botanic  arrangement. Though l i t t l e  

information remains on t h e  a c t u a l  p l an t ing  design,  t he  

gene ra l  arrangement of t h e  var ious p a r t s  of t h e  garden can 

be seen i n  a drawing, probably by W i l l i a m  Bartram, s e n t  t o  

P e t e r  Collinson i n  1758 ( see  page 22) .  Shown s p e c i f i c a l l y  

a r e  a View flower garden," a ''common flower garden," s e v e r a l  

k i tchen  gardens,  a l l e y s  o f  t r e e s ,  and a pond with a sp r ing  

house. This  chapter  d e a l s  with t h e  incorpora t ion  of  t hese  

as  w e l l  a s  o t h e r  f u n c t i o n a l  and i n t e r p r e t i v e  f e a t u r e s  i n t o  

t h e  p re sen t  garden, 

Though Bartram seemed t o  s i t u a t e  p l a n t s  haphazardly 

i n  h i s  garden, he observed t h a t  i nd iv idua l  spec ie s  a r e  

adapted t o  var ious  eco log ica l  s i t u a t i o n s .  In numerous l e t -  

t e r s  t o  h i s  f e l low b o t a n i s t s ,  B a r t r a m  descr ibed t h e  h a b i t a t  

where t h e  spec ie s  were found and recommended they  be p lan ted  

i n  a s i m i l a r  s i t u a t i o n ;  i n  t h e  Broadside Catalogue of  1783 

t h e  s o i l  and moisture requirements were l i s t e d  f o r  each 

I, 
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spec ies .  I n  f a c t ,  Manasseh Cut le r  observed t h a t  i n  Bartram's 

Garden "There is  no s i t u a t i o n  i n  which p l a n t s  or t r e e s  a r e  

found but t h a t  they  may be propagated here  i n  one t h a t  i s  

similar." 1 

A t e s t i n g  of t h e  s o i l  of Bartram's Garden has.shown 

it  t o  be r e l a t i v e l y  uniform throughout,  having a s i l t - loam 

t e x t u r e  and a pH ranging from 4.7 t o  5.3 [see Appendix I]. 

Consequently, t h e  major remaining f a c t o r s  i n  determining 

placement o f  spec ie s  a r e  s o i l  moisture and wind and sun 

exposure . 
V i s i t o r  C i rcu la t ion  

The present  g r i d  walkway system, n o t  being a u t h e n t i c ,  

w a s  probably added between l @ 3 ,  t he  year  t h e  City of  Phi la-  

de lphia  acquired t h e  proper ty  and 1907, when it w a s  shown on 

a diagram o f  Bartram's Garden.* 

"walks 1 5 0  yards  long o f  a moderate descent" lead ing  from t h e  

house t o  t h e  r i v e r .  

The 1758 drawing shows two 

If t h e  present  walkways were removed so  a s  t o  authen- 

t i c a l l y  r e s t o r e  t h e  garden, no e f f i c i e n t  means of v i s i t o r  

c i r c u l a t i o n  would remain. Thus, it i s  recommended t h a t  t hese  

w a l k s  be l e f t  i n t a c t .  Any r e v i s i o n  o f  t h e  walks t o  make 

them seem more appropr ia te  would only tend t o  give a f a l s e  

sense o f  a u t h e n t i c i t y .  An exception t o  t h i s  genera l  r u l e  

involves  t h e  walks on t h e  upper t e r r a c e  which r equ i r e  re- 

v i s ion .  These w a l k s ,  p r e s e n t l y  curving ou t  f r o m  t h e  cen te r  
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of t h e  house,  suggest  a formal p leasure  garden, They should 

be r e s t o r e d  t o  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  s t r a i g h t  p a t t e r n  so t h a t  t h e i r  

o r i g i n a l  u t i l i t a r i a n  purpose would be apparent.  

To supplement t h e  paved walkways, g rassy  t r a i l s  a r e  

recommended i n  t h e  no r theas t  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  garden and along 

t h e  r i v e r  ( see  c i r c u l a t i o n  p lan ,  page 2 5 ) .  These t r a i l s  

should be close-mowed a t  weekly i n t e r v a l s  t o  c l e a r l y  d i f f e r -  

e n t i a t e  t h e  t r a i l  and make it easy t o  t r ave r se .  I n  t h e  

boggy a r e a s  along t h e  r i v e r  t h e  t r a i l  should be mulched 

heav i ly  wi th  wood ch ips ,  

A loop rou te  i n  conjunct ian with a self-guided t o u r  

would a i d  t h e  v i s i t o r  t o  t h e  garden. This loop route  would 

pass  nea r  most  o f  t h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  p l a n t s  and f e a t u r e s  i n  t h e  

garden without  causing v i s i t o r s  t o  r e t r a c e  t h e i r  s t e p s .  R 

suggested rou te  is  shown on page 25.  Except f o r  t h e  segment 

a long t h e  r i v e r ,  t h e  route  i s  on paved walks. This r i v e r  

segment o f  t h e  loop  could be e a s i l y  omitted i n  inclement 

weather o r  by those not  a b l e  t o  descend t h e  rough t r a i l  t o  

t h e  r i v e r .  Each po in t  o f  i n t e r e s t  along t h e  t r a i l  should be 

l abe led  w i t h  a number corresponding t o  i tems i n  t h e  s e l f -  

guided t o u r  pamphlet (see page 11). 

Kitchen and Flower Gardens o f  t h e  1756 Drawing 

A s  seen i n  t h e  175g drawing, Rartram had a r e a s  i n  

h i s  garden which he c a l l e d  t h e  new flower garden, t h e  common 

f lower garden, and t h e  upper and lower ki tchen gardens. 
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Except f o r  t h e  common flower garden a r e a ,  a l l  of  t hese  a r e  

p r e s e n t l y  p lan ted  wi th  outs tanding mature t r e e s ,  thereby 

n e c e s s i t a t i n g  t h e  r e l o c a t i o n  o f  those a r e a s  today. The 

upper t e r r a c e  by t h e  house, s i t e  o f  Bartram's new flower 

garden, common flower garden, and upper ki tchen garden, 

should no t  be p lan ted  wi th  woody ma te r i a l s  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  

[see map of func t iona l  a r e a s ,  page 271. For  t h e  p re sen t ,  

however, t h e  presence o f  a magnificent Yellowwood ( C l a d r a s t i s  

l u t e a )  and Black PIaple (Acer - nigrum) makes complete r e s t o r -  

a t i o n  o f  t h e  new flower garden and upper ki tchen garden 

undes i rab le  . 
The common flower garden can be immediately r e s t o r e d  

i n  t h e  a r e a  e a s t  of t h e  house. This e n t i r e  a r e a  should be 

enclosed wi th  a r u s t i c  p i cke t  fence as  shown i n  t h e  1758 

drawing. Bartram's s tudy,  which once s tood i n  t h e  south- 

west corner  of  t h i s  a r e a ,  should be represented by s tones  

l a i d  i n  t h e  s o i l  where t h e  w a l l s  once were. While resources  

a r e  l i m i t e d ,  t h e  ki tchen garden could be represented  and 

i n t e r p r e t e d  i n  t h i s  a rea .  La te r ,  as  funds become a v a i l a b l e ,  

t h e  k i tchen  garden could be moved t o  t h e  more spacious a r e a  

e a s t  o f  t h e  barn. A l l  gardens should have a simple rectan-  

1 gular design;  e l a b o r a t e  geometric designs sometimes associ-  

a t e d  wi th  c o l o n i a l  gardens should be avoided. 

The l a r g e  a r e a s  Bartram c a l l e d  t h e  lower ki tchen 

gardens a r e  now ex tens ive ly  p lan ted  wi th  mature t r e e s  and 
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t h i s  ex tens ive  
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Bartram had eleven ch i ld ren ,  t h e  purpose o f  

k i tchen  garden i s  e a s i l y  understood. For  

i n t e r p r e t i v e  purposes today, however, a smal le r  ki tchen 

garden i n  another  open a r e a  w i l l  be adequate,  t hus  allowing 

t r e e  p l a n t i n g  t o  continue i n  the  lower ki tchen garden. The 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  k i tchen  garden should note  the  s i z e s  

and l o c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  ki tchen gardens. 

Al leys  

The 1758 drawing shows t h r e e  rows of  t r e e s  f lanking  

t h e  two "walks of moderate descent." The t r e e s ,  apparent ly  

' n o t  equa l ly  spaced, a r e  i n  s t r a i g h t  l i n e s  running from t h e  

base of  t h e  upper t e r r a c e  down t o  t h e  r i v e r  bank. The 

Reverend Manasseh Cu t l e r  confirmed t h i s  arrangement when 

he wrote ,  We ranged s e v e r a l  a l l e y s  . . . From t h e  house is  

a walk t o  t h e  r i v e r ,  between two rows of  l a r g e ,  l o f t y  t r e e s ,  

a11 o f  d i f f e r e n t  kinds . . it3 

The r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  garden f e a t u r e  should begin 

immediately. Where t h e r e  a r e  open spaces along these  rows, 

t r e e s  o f  " l a rge ,  l o f t y f *  h a b i t  should be planted.  A s  i n  t h e  

o r i g i n a l  a l l e y s ,  many d i f f e r e n t  spec ie s  should be represented ,  

chosen i n  accordance wi th  t h e  c r i t e r i a  l i s t e d  i n  Chapter I. 

House Wall P lan t ings  

The s i a l l  beds immediately next t o  t h e  house a r e  a 

h igh ly  v i s i b l e  p a r t  o f  t h e  garden, demanding immediate plant-  

i n g  and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  For tuna te ly ,  information i s  a v a i l a b l e  
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on many o f  t h e  p l a n t s  Bartram had i n  t h i s  a rea .  

house w a l l s  provided win te r  s h e l t e r  from t h e  sun and t h e  

Since t h e  

winds, Bartram grew many t ende r  shrubs and v ines  i n  t h i s  

a rea .  I n  a 1763 l e t t e r  t o  P e t e r  Collinson, he wrote: 

t h i s  day 1 dug up ye pomegranate (Punica ranatum) 

t o  ye ground eve r  sharp  win te r  as ye r e s t  have 
and p lan ted  it c lose  by ye w a l l  t o  be k i l  f--- ed down 

done f o r  20  yea r s  t 
A s  e a r l y  as 1743 Bartram repor ted  t o  Collinson: "My pome- 

grana te  i t s  ,!+. foo t  high.tf5 S imi l a r ly ,  i n  a 1758 l e t t e r  t o  

Col l inson,  Bartram observed: 

t h e s e  kinds of  t ende r i sh  p l a n t s  t h a t  w i l l  endure 
your win te r  f r o s t s  must be p lan ted  i n  our  e a s t e r n  
expos i t i on  I design t o  t r y  how our  f i g s  (Ficus 
Carica)  w i l l  bear  such t reatment  f o r  i n  a warm 
s i t u a t i o n  thay  a r e  k i l l e d  t o  ye roo t  every win te r  6 

Thus, F igs  and Pomegranates, as w e l l  a s  o t h e r  t ende r  spec ie s ,  

would be appropr ia te  p l an t ings  along t h e  e a s t e r n  house w a l l .  

Near t h e  southeas t  corner  of t he  house, a Pear should 

be p lan ted  t o  take  t h e  p lace  o f  t h e  famed Pe t r e  Pear ( see  

Appendix 11 ). Bartram's specimen was p ra i sed  i n  t h e  1860 

e d i t i o n  o f  HuffyOs North American Pomologist: 

This  f i n e  autumn pear  o r i g i n a t e d  from a seed o f  
White Doyenne from London t o  t h e  e l d e r  John Bartram 
by Lady P e t r e  i n  1735. The o r i g i n a l  t r e e ,  now 
about 125  years  o l d ,  i s  y e t  s tanding  a t  Bartram's 
Garden . . . Several  o f  t h e  seed l ings  r a i s e d  by 
Bartram from t h e  P e t r e  s t i l l  remain on t h e  premises;  
t h e  Chapman, however, i s  t h e  only one t h a t  pos- 
s e s s e s  any merit .7 

Because t h e  Pe t r e  Pear is  no longer  a v a i l a b l e ,  t h e  Chapman 

P e a r ,  p r e s e n t l y  being grown by a few s p e c i a l t y  n u r s e r i e s ,  

would be a good s u b s t i t u t e .  
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A Jujube (Zizyphus j u j u b a )  should be p lan ted  t o  

r ep lace  t h e  h i s t o r i c  specimen near  t h e  no r theas t  corner  of  

t h e  house. The o r i g i n a l  t r e e ,  p lan ted  i n  1735, w a s  appar- 

e n t l y  s t i l l  t h r i v i n g  i n  1907 when a w r i t e r  noted i t s  " f ine ,  

bright-green, g lossy  f o l i a g e  makes t h e  topmost  branches,  

waving above t h e  house, l ook ,  a s  t h e  gardener says  l i k e  

s t r i n g s  o f  s m i l a x . q 1  8 

No information has  been found concerning p l an t ings  

f o r  t h e  west house w a l l .  Hardy v ines ,  however, would seem 

t o  be appropr ia te  s ince  the  wa l l  o f f e r s  an i d e a l  s i t u a t i o n  

f o r  climbing p l a n t s .  

Shrub P lan t ings  

To ensure good c u l t u r e  and easy maintenance, most 

shrubs should be grown i n  informal mulched borders l oca t ed  

as shown i n  t h e  func t iona l  diagram. I n  a 1762 l e t t e r  t o  

P e t e r  Col l inson,  Bartram furnished precedent f o r  t h i s  con- 

cept :  "1 planted  it [Loblolly Bay (Gordonia l a s i a n t h u s ) ]  

i n  ye h ighes t  border o f  my upper garden. The a c t u a l  place- 

ment of  each spec ie s  should depend on i t s  growth r a t e ,  u l t i -  

mate s i z e ,  and c u l t u r a l  requirements.  

Herbaceous P lan t ings  

The scope of  t h i s  s tudy does not  include s p e c i f i c  

recommendations f o r  herbaceous p lan t ings .  T h i s  i s  not  t o  

say  t h a t  they  were not  o r  should n o t  be an important p a r t  

o f  Bartram's Garden. Besides t h e  development of  t h e  common 
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f lower garden on t h e  upper t e r r a c e ,  n a t u r a l i z e d  p l an t ings  o f  

herbaceous p l a n t s  i n  t h e  shrub borders a r e  recommended. 

These p l a n t i n g s  should be designed t o  r equ i r e  only a l o w  

l e v e l  of  maintenance, and care  should be taken t o  avoid an 

e l a b o r a t e  English border p l an t ing ,  

Bulbs should l ikewise  be na tu ra l i zed  i n  t h e  borders 

and i n  g ra s sy  a r e a s  t h a t  can be l e f t  unmowed u n t i l  t h e  bulbs '  

f o l i a g e  d i e s  down. I n  1763 Bartram wrote t o  Col l inson,  "1 

have thousands of  ye common sorts ( o f  bu lbs)  which may be 

s e n t  t o  ye utmost p a r t s  o f  ye e a r t h  w i t h  only n a i l i n g  up i n  

a dry  box.1' lo 

v a r i e t i e s  which were s e n t  t o  him by h i s  many correspondents 

( see  Appendix 111). Thus, l a r g e  numbers of n a t u r a l i z e d  bulbs 

throughout t h e  garden, c r e a t i n g  a s t r i k i n g  h o r t i c u l t u r a l  

Besides common bulbs ,  Bartram had many unusual 

d i s p l a y ,  would be h i s t o r i c a l l y  au then t i c ,  Through t h e  proper 

p u b l i c i t y ,  t h e  flowering bulbs could be an important element 

i n  a t t r a c t i n g  v i s i t o r s  t o  Bartram's Garden during t h e  e a r l y  

sp r ing  months, 

Pond Area 

The 1758 drawing o f  t h e  garden shows a "pond or sp r ing  

head" w i t h  a "convaid [pipe] under ground t o  a sp r ing  or 

m i l k  house .I1 The Reverend Manasseh Cut le r  noted t h i s  " a r t i -  
f i c i a l  pond" and i t s  llgood c o l l e c t i o n  of  aqua t i c  plants. l l  11 

This a r e a  should be l e f t  unplanted and undis turbed pending 

an a rcheo log ica l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  The pond could then be 
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r e b u i l t  t o  i t s  o r i g i n a l  dimensions and p lan ted  wi th  t h e  

appropr i a t e  a q u a t i c  p l a n t s .  

River Bottom Area 

The S c h u y l k i l l  River i s  an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of Bartram's 

Garden, i t s  banks providing a n a t u r a l  h a b i t a t  f o r  r i v e r  bot- 

tom p l a n t s .  On t h e  oppos i te  bank, however, o i l  r e f i n e r i e s  

mar t h e  landscape, breaking t h e  h i s t o r i c  mood of t h e  garden. 

Thus, t h e  design ob jec t ive  o f  t h i s  area i s  t o  unobt rus ive ly  

screen  t h e  indus t ry  on t h e  e a s t e r n  bank without  screening 

t h e  r i v e r  i t s e l f  from t h e  garden. This can b e s t  be accom- 

p l i s h e d  p l a n t i n g  a b e l t  o f  both de c iduous and evergreen 

s p e c i e s  a long t h e  Bartram bank. All spec ie s  chosen should 

be t o l e r a n t  o f  wet s o i l  and occas iona l  f looding. A s  t hese  

t r e e s  grow, t h e  branches should be removed t o  a he igh t  o f  

t e n  t o  f i f t e e n  f e e t .  I n  t h i s  way t h e  v i s i t o r  looking down 

t o  t h e  r i v e r  from t h e  garden w i l l  be a b l e  t o  s e e  t h e  r i v e r  

under t h e  t r e e s  canopy while t h e  canopy i t s e l f  w i l l  sc reen  

o r  a t  l e a s t  s o f t e n  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  landscape on t h e  opposi te  

shore.  

Marsh Area 

The a r e a  i n  t h e  no r theas t  corner  of  Bartram's Garden 

along t h e  Schuy lk i l l  River r ep resen t s  an important h a b i t a t  

necessary f o r  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  h o r t i c u l t u r e  o f  

John B a r t r a m .  This  l o w ,  boggy marsh i s  where B a r t r a m  would 
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have p lan ted  spec ie s  he c o l l e c t e d  f rom a c i d i c  wetlands.  

Today, t h i s  a r e a  would be i d e a l  f o r  growing and d isp lay ing  

such p l a n t s  for t h e  v i s i t i n g  publ ic .  

However, v i s u a l  observat ion and s o i l  t e s t s  [see 

Appendix I] show t h a t  t h i s  a r e a  has  been s e r i o u s l y  damaged 

by run-off from t h e  neighboring cement works. Not only has  

t h e  s o i l  been made hard and impervious by sediment from t h e  

run-off,  but t h e  s o i l  pH has been r a i s e d  f rom i t s  n a t u r a l  

l e v e l  of  5.3 t o  10.0. Since these  readings a r e  based on a 

logar i thmic  s c a l e ,  a s o i l  with a pH of 10.0 is 100,000 times 

more a l k a l i n e  than a s o i l  with a pH of  5.0, 

pH l e v e l ,  t h e  s o i l  cannot support  most p l a n t  l i f e ,  

A t  t h i s  high 

Remedial e f f o r t s  i n  t h i s  a r ea  should r e s t o r e  t h e  

a r e a  t o  i t s  n a t u r a l  condi t ion.  Af t e r  provis ions  a r e  made 

t o  prevent  f u t u r e  run-off through t h i s  a r e a ,  t h e  damaged 

s o i l  should be removed and replaced with a r i c h  s i l t  loam 

s o i l  w i th  a pH approximating 5.3. 

done s o  t h a t  a f t e r  s e t t l i n g ,  t h e  present  contours and e le -  

va t ions  a r e  maintained. 

wi th  spec ie s  appropr ia te  t o  both Bartram's Garden and t h i s  

p a r t i c u l a r  environment. 

The grading should be 

The a rea  then should be p lan ted  

Nursery Area 

It is  recommended t h a t  a small  open p l o t  be s e t  

a s i d e  as t h e  nursery  a rea .  

would be i d e a l  f o r  t h i s  purpose s i n c e  it is  r e l a t i v e l y  

The open f i e l d  e a s t  o f  t h e  barn 
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unplanted and c lose  t o  t h e  house allowing f o r  high v i s i b i l i t y  

and easy su rve i l l ance .  

The nursery  would be t h e  s i t e  of  many ongoing demon- 

s t r a t i o n s  i n t e r p r e t i n g  t h e  h o r t i c u l t u r a l  p r a c t i c e s  o f  John 

Bartram. Rows o f  young f i e l d  grown p l a n t s ,  as w e l l  as p l a n t s  

i n  con ta ine r s ,  should be i n  t h e  nursery represent ing  p l a n t s  

Bartram grew f o r  s a l e  abroad and i n  t h e  colonies .  Propaga- 

t i o n  from seed,  c u t t i n g s ,  and by g r a f t i n g  should be demon- 

s t r a t e d  us ing  appropr ia te  spec ies .  

F r u i t  t r e e  g r a f t i n g  e x h i b i t s  would be h i s t o r i c a l l y  

appropr i a t e  and of  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  t o  v i s i t o r s .  I n  1763 

John Bartram wrote Collinson: 

. . a ye pear  r a i s e d  f rom h e r  [Lady P e t r e l  seed 
ha th  bore a number of ye f i n e s t  r e l i s h e d  f r u i t s  
t h a t  I t h i n k  a b e t t e r  i s  not  i n  ye world and in- 
tend next  sp r ing  t o  g r a f t  s e v e r a l  o f  them Per- 
haps it w i l l  make ye t r e e  r e t a i n  i t s  f r u i t e  b e t t e r  
til they  a r e  f u l l  r i p e  which i s  t h e  only de fec t  
t h a t  above h a l f  i t s  f r u i t  drops  before  they  a r e  
anyway f i t  f o r  use  and not  a q u a r t e r  s t a y s  on til 
thay  a r e  f u l l  r i p e  which i s  about ye beginning 
t o  ye middle o f  October12 

If young Chapman Pears ,  a s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  t h e  Pe t r e  Pear ,  a r e  

propagated each yea r ,  a succession, o f  young t r e e s  with t h e  

g r a f t  unions c l e a r l y  v i s i b l e  should always be displayed. 

S imi l a r ly ,  propagation from c u t t i n g s  should be demon- 

s t r a t e d .  I n  t h i s  case White Cedar (Chamaecyparis t hyo ides )  

would be a good example. Col l inson,  i n  a 1753 l e t t e r  t o  

Bartram, noted: 
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The White Cedar expedi t ion must be p l easan t ,  

but  it would s p o i l  t r a d e  t o  t e l l  how e a s i l y  t h e  
White Cedar i s  propagated from c u t t i n g s  no t  one 
w i l l  m i s s  I have 2 dozen of  t h e  f i n e s t  s t r a i g h t  
up r igh t  p l a n t s  from c u t t i n g s  thou eve r  s a w ;  but 
t h i s  Gordon and I keep a g r e a t  secre t13  

Hotbeds would be u s e f u l  f o r  propagating both seeds 

and c u t t i n g s .  Deta i led  cons t ruc t ion  information can be 

found i n  The Gardeners Dictionary," a book John Bartram - 
read  and respected.  1 5  

The e n t i r e  nursery  a r e a  should be fenced, as  P h i l i p  

M i l l e r  recommended i n  h i s  Gardeners Dictionary: 

You must observe t o  enclose it, ( t h e  nursery)  t h a t  
c a t t l e  and vermin may no t  come i n ;  f o r  t hese  w i l l  
make g r e a t  havock with young t r e e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  
t h e  win te r ,  when t h e  ground i s  cover 'd with snow, 
t h a t  t h e  
come a t .  r 6  have l i t t l e  o t h e r  food which they  can 

A few g r a s s  pa ths  between t h e  nursery  beds w i l l  al low t h e  

v i s i t o r s  t o  observe t h e  opera t ions  c lose  up a s  they  walk 

through t h i s  a rea .  

This nursery e x h i b i t  a r e a  should be given high 

developmental p r i o r i t y .  Since Bartram's Garden was not  a 

landscaped p leasure  garden, i t  i s  c l e a r l y  important t o  

demonstrate t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of  h i s  h o r t i c u l t u r a l  work t o  

t h e  garden v i s i t o r .  



CON C LU S I ON 

I n  a 1769 l e t t e r  t o  John Bartram, Benjamin Frankl in  

wrote f rom London: 

You may be u s e f u l  t o  your country and t o  mankind 
i f  you s i t  down q u i e t l y  i n  your home, d i g e s t  t h e  
knowledge you have acquired and compile and pub- 
l i s h  t h e  many observa t ions  you have made . . . 1 

L a t e r ,  i n  t h a t  same l e t t e r  a f t e r  rambling about o t h e r  mat- 

t e r s ,  Frankl in  continued, "and now 1 mention seeds . . . I 
wish you would send a few of such a s  a r e  l e a s t  common. 

They a r e  for a p a r t i c u l a r  f r i e n d  who i s  very curious." 

Though Bartram ignored h i s  f r i e n d ' s  first r eques t ,  

we can assume Frankl in  received h i s  r a r e  seeds.  Unfortu- 

n a t e l y ,  Bartram was always too  busy with h i s  h o r t i c u l t u r a l  

endeavors t o  publ i sh  h i s  observat ions.  

however, t o  have h i s  garden which, through proper develop- 

We a r e  fo r tuna te ,  

ment, can be a f a r  more e f f e c t i v e  means of  t e l l i n g  t h e  s t o r y  

o f  John Bartram than any book he might have wr i t t en .  
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APPENDIX I1 

ANNOTATED PLANT LIST 

The fol lowing are woody p l a n t  spec ie s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  
appropr i a t e  t o  John Bartram's Garden, arranged i n  alpha- 
b e t i c a l  o r d e r  according t o  modern s c i e n t i f i c  name. Follow- 
i n g  t h e  modern s c i e n t i f i c  name, Bartram's s c i e n t i f i c  and 
common names for t h a t  s p e c i e s  a r e  i n  parenthes is .  When 
a modern name could no t  be determined f o r  a Bartram spec ie s ,  
on ly  t h e  Bartram name i s  l i s t e d .  When poss ib l e ,  an i n t r o -  
duc t ion  d a t e ,  documented i n  H i l l i e r s '  PIanual of  Trees and 
Shrubs or Alfred Rehder's Nanual of  Cul t iva ted  Trees and 
-Shrubs, i s  l i s t e d  for each spec ies .  This denotes when t h e  
s p e c i e s  was thought t o  have been f irst  introduced t o  Euro- 
pean Gardens or when it w a s  first documented a s  i n  c u l t i -  
va t ion  i n  Europe. Many o f  t h e s e  d a t e s  a r e  shown t o  be 
inaccura t e  i n  t h e  Bartram correspondence. All s p e c i e s  
l i s t e d  i n  t h e  Broadside Catalogue of  1783 a r e  noted. Also, 
quo ta t ions  of  i n t e r p r e t i v e  i n t e r e s t  from Bartram's corre- 
spondence a r e  included. 

Abies balsamea [Pinus a b i e s  canadensis - B a l m  o f  Gilead F i r ]  

Broadside Catalogue 
John Bartram t o  F e t e r  Col l inson,  September 5 ,  1742, Wildman 
Transcr ip t ions .  

I have l a t e l y  re turned  from ye Cats K i l l  
mountains having gathered a f i n e  p a r c e l  of  
ye B a l m  Cones j u s t  a t  ye t ime of t h a i r  f u l l  
r i peness  wi th  many o t h e r  cur ious seed 

John Bartram t o  P e t e r  Col l inson,  December 10 ,  1747, Wildman 
Transcr ip t ions .  

but  ye B a l m  of  Gilead F i r  l e t s  drop both 
s c a l e s  and seed t o g e t h e r  and leave ye cen- 
t r a l  cy l inde r  o f  ye cone s t i c k i n g  t o  ye 
t r e e  before  it i s  q u i t e  d ry  l i k e  o u r  t u l i p  
t r e e  

n 9 7  



Acer negundo [ A .  - negundo - Ash Leav'd Naple] 
?6B 8 
Broadside Cataloffue 
John Bartram t o  F e t e r  Col l inson,  August 20, 1753, Wildman 
Transc r ip t ions  
Ash Leaved Maple s e n t  t o  Collinson. 

Acer 
r;17?> - probably a-Bartram in t roduc t ion  

ensylvanicum [ A .  o rna t a  - St r iped  Bark Maple] 

Broadside Catalogue 
John Bartram t o  P e t e r  Col l inson,  August 20, 1753, Wildman 
Transc r ip t ions  

The s t r i p e d  Maple's place of  growth being 
p a r t i c u l a r  t o  ye nor thern  r i d g e s  of  our  
blew mountains from no. r i v e r  t o  Susquenana 

I_c Acer r u b r u m  [ A *  - rub ra  - S c a r l e t  Plaple] 
c. 1 6 r  
Broadside Catalogue 
Bartram's descr ip tcon  o f  n a t i v e  t r e e s ,  1743, Wildman Tran- 
s c r i p t i o n s  

ye t r e e  [ S c a r l e t  Maple] grows wi th  us  i n  
moist  swampy ground wi th  a c l ay  o r  g r a v e l l y  - -  - 

bottom by runs o r  r i v u l e t s  

_IC Acer saccharinum [ A ,  c glauca  - S i l v e r  Leav'd Maple] 
1. 1725 
Broadside Catalogue 
John Bartram t o  P e t e r  Collinson 1742, Wildman Transcr ip t ions  

i n  t h e  box are ye keys of  our  g r e a t  s i l v e r  
jaged leaved maple 

Bartram's d e s c r i p t i o n  of  n a t i v e  t rees ,  1743, Wildman Tran- 
s c r i p t i o n s  

t h i s  t r e e  grows gene ra l ly  on ye banks o f  
r i v e r s  above ye t i d e  t o  a l a r g e  spreading 
t r e e  

Acer saccharum [ A .  - s a c h a r i f l u a  - Sugar Maple] 

P e t e r  Collinson t o  John Bartram, February 3 ,  1738, Wildman 
Transc r ip t ions  

The l eaves  o f  t h e  Sugar Tree a r e  very in- 
forming and a r e  i? g r e a t  c u r i o s i t y  but  w e  
wish thee  had gathered l i t t l e  branches wi th  
t h e  f lowers  on them and some l i t t l e  branches 
wi th  t h e  keys on them. The seeds o f  t h i s  
t r e e ,  which by t h e  l eaves  and keys i s  a r e a l  
Maple, 1 cracked many o f  them and not  one had 
a ke rna l  i n  them which 5 a m  su rp r i sed  a t  not- 
wi ths tanding  a l l  t h y  ca re  Whether t hey  w a s  

f,-273 5 



no t  f u l l y  r i p e  t h e e  cans t  b e s t  judge but 
s o  it i s  We d e s i r e  t h e e  next  year  t o  
make ano the r  a t tempt  t o  send u s  some 
s pe c i me ns  

Acer s icatum [Acer a r b u s t i v a  - Dwarf Mountain Maple] 

Bartram's d e s c r i p t i o n  of  Native Trees 1753, Wildman Tran- 
s c r i p t i o n s  

[Dwarf Nountain T?laple] grows about 8 o r  9 
f o o t  high & as t h i c k  a s  ones arm ye 
shoots  i n  w i n t e r  & s p r i n g  i s  r e d  

T T T O - & E i 3  1m 

Aesculus hippocastanum [Horse Ches tnut t ]  
I. t o  America from h'urope 
P e t e r  Col l inson t o  John Bartram September 2 ,  1739 

"Horse Chestnutt* '  seeds  s e n t  t o  Bartram 
John S t .  Clair  t o  John B a r t r a m  November 4 ,  1761 

I must depend on you f o r  some seeds of  
t h e  Horse Chestnut . . 

P e t e r  Col l inson t o  John Bartram January 1, 1763 
I a m  g r e a t l y  p leased  t h e  long-expected 
Horse Chestnut has  g r a t i f i e d  thee  w i t h  i t s  
b e a u t i f u l  f lowers .  I t h i n k  it exceeds a 
Hyacinth. But t o  see  a pyramid f i f t y  f e e t  
h igh ,  and every extreme bud a blossom, i s  
beyond t h y  imaginat ion,  but  one of  t h e  
f i n e s t  s i g h t s  i n  t h e  world. But pray t e l l  
me i f  your cu r ious  people have no t  had 
t h e s e  f i n e  t r e e s  long before  

Aesculus oc tandra  [ A .  octandra - New River Horse Chestnut] 
I. t o  England 176 4 = probably a Bartram i n t r o d u c t i o n  
Broadside Catalogue 
P e t e r  Col l inson t o  John Bartram June 30, 1764-, Wildman Tran- 
s c r i p t i o n s  

The New River  Horse Chestnut I know only by 
Leafe I s h a l l  be g lad  t o  see  it f o r  f lowers  

Aesculus pav ia  [ A .  c a r o l i n i a n a  - S c a r l e t  Flowering Horse 
Chestnut] 
I. 1711 
Broadside Catalogue 

- 

Alnus m a r i t i m a  [ A .  maritima - Seaside Alder] 
Broadside Cataloffue 

A h u s  rugosa [ A .  - rub ra ,  b e t u l a  - Common Alder] 
Broadside Catalogue 
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Amelanchier humi l i s?  [Nespi lus  humi l i s  - Dwarf Hawthorn] 
Broadside Catalogue 

Amelanchier in te rmedia?  [Crataegus canadensis  - Dwarf Swamp 
Serv ice  J 
Broadside Catalogue 

Amelanchier o b l o n g i f o l i a  [Mespilus n i v e a l  
Broadside Catalogue 

Amorpha f r u t i c o s a  - Bastard Indigo  [ A .  - ind igo1  
I ,  t o  England 1724 
Broadside Catalogue 

a rborea  [ V i t i s  p e t r o s e l e n i f o l i a  - Carol ina Pepper 

Broadside Catalogue 

[Andromeda g l o b u l i f e r a  - Boggy Andromeda] 

[Andromeda c r a s s i f o l i a  - Evergreen Andromeda1 
Broadside Catalogue 

Andromeda g laucophyl la  [ A .  I l a t i f o l i a  - %le  Whortleberry] 
Broadside Catalogue 

? [Andromeda l a n c e o l a t a  - V i r g i n i a  Red Buds] 
Broadside Catalogue 

% ? [Andromeda S p i c a t a )  
Broadside Catalogue 

Anisos t ichus  cap reo la tus  
Bignonia f o l i u s  1. t o  E n g l m 5  

Broadside Catalogue 
John Bartram t o  D r ,  Solander  A p r i l  26, 1763, 
s c r i p t i o n s  

ye bignonia  f o l i u s  c o n j u g a t i s  r an  up 

- Cross v ine]  

Wildman Tran- 

ye no. 
e a s t  corner  o f  my house l a s t  summer 20 f e e t  
high ye l e a v e s  and v ine  of  which i s  now very  
green but  one a t  ye southwest end i s  bare  o f  
l e a v e s  t h o  ye v ine  i s  green. 

A n t h y l l i s  v u l n e r a r i a  [Amorpha barba- jovis)  
I. from Europe 
Broadside Catalogue 



Apios americana [Glycine ap ios  - Ind ian  Po ta toes ]  
Broadside Catalogue 

A r a l i a  n u d i c a u l i s  [ A .  - n u d i c a u l i s  - False  Spiknard] 
Broadside Catalogue 

Aralia ralemosa [A. ralemosa - Spiknard] 
Broadside Catalogce 

Aralia sp inosa  A .  sp inosa  - P r i c k l y  Ash] 
Io t o  England 
Broadside Catalogue 
John Bartram t o  P e t e r  Col l inson June 21 ,  1743, Wildman Tran- 
s c r i p t i o n  s 

John Bartram t o  P e t e r  Col l inson August 20, 1753 

ye Aralia sp inosa  I brought from Vi rg in i a  - 
It grows w e l l  wi th  me 

A r a l i a  sp inosa  s e n t  

A r i s t o l o c h i a  d u r i o r  [A. f r u t e s c e n s  - Common Bir thwort]  
I. t o  England’-- p o s s i b l e  Bartram i n t r o d u c t i o n  
Broadside Catalogue 
P e t e r  Col l inson t o  John Bartram January 20, 1734, Wildman 
T r a n s c r i p t i o n s  

[send] a l s o  a Root of  t h e  Ar i s to loch ia  which 
i s  such sovere ign  Remedy f o r  s o r e  Breast  
would be w e l l  worth having. 

Arbutus unedo [Arbutus] 
I. from Europe 
John Bartram t o  P e t e r  Col l inson June 24, 1760, Wildman Tran- 
s c r i p t i o n s  

I have rece ived  ye . . . a rbu tus  i n  good o rde r  

Aronia a r b u t i f o l i a  [Crategus p r u n i f o l i a  - Red Swamp Serv ice]  
Broadside Catalogue 

Aronia melanocarpa [Crategus p r u n i f o l i a  - Black Swamp Ser- 

I. t o  England 1700 
Broadside Catalogue 
John Bartram t o  Phl’lip TtiLl.er (November 3 , 1756) , Wildman 
T r a n s c r i p t i o n s  

-zEz-J-- 

We have two o t h e r  s p e c i e s  o f  Crategus growing 
w i t h  u s  ye one grows 2 f o o t  high and bears  
a few dark  f r u i t  e a r l y  r i p e  and very choaking 
ye other grows 7 o r  8 f o o t  h igh  ye berries 
r ed  and very  l a t e  r i p e  and a s  harsh  as ye 
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o t h e r  ye l e a v e s  i s  hoary underside ye 
f lower  i s  very  p r e t t y  thay  was so o i l y  and 
smelt  s o  s t r o n g  i n  ga the r ing  a s  caused a 
s i c k n e s s  a t  my stomach and head ache . . . 

Asimina t r i l o b a  [Anona nuda - Papaw Apple] 
I. t o  England i n  ' m b y l l i n s o n  - e a r l y  Bartram i n t r o -  
duc t ion  
Broadside Catalogue 
P e t e r  Col l inson t o  John Bartram March 14, 1736, Darl ington 
Ne mo ri a1 s 

There i s  ano the r  p l a n t  t h a t  we want seed 
and specimens o f ,  t h a t  i s  t h e  Papaw. H i s  
Lordship has  one p l a n t  of  it, but  t h e y  t e l l  
us  such s t o r i e s  o f  i t s  f ru i t ,  t h a t  we would 
be g lad  t o  see  it; which may be e a s i l y  done 
by ga the r ing  two o r  t h r e e  bunches of i t s  
f r u i t ,  full r i p e ,  and p u t t i n g  them i n t o  
s t r o n g  rum i n  a jar  or p o t ,  and corking it 
up c l o s e ,  w i l l  keep w e l l  t h e r e  . . 
I have provided ye f lowers  o f  t h e  Papaw f o r  
him & s h a l l  endeavor t o  procure ye fruits . . . This  day (near  t h e  Susquehana) I 
observed I be l i eve  a hundred Papaw Trees  
o f  d i f f e r e n t  magnitudes some nea r  30 f e e t  
high and 8 inches  diameter  but  I could not  
s ee  one f r u i t  but  abundance o f  d r i e d  blos- 
soms t h a t  was no t  dropped o f f  . . . indeed 
ye papaw will bear  ye shade as w e l l  a s  most 
y e t  I be l i eve  overmuch shade may cause 
s t e r i l i t y  . . . 

John Bartram t o  P e t e r  Col l inson (1738), Wildman Transc r ip t ion  

Berbe r i s  canadensis  [Oxycantha canadensis  - Canada Barberyl 
Broadside Catalogue 

Betula  l e n t a  [B. l e n t a  - Red Birch] 
I. t o  England f759 
Broadside Catalogue 
Bartram's Descr ip t ion  o f  Native Trees 1753, Wildman Tran- 
s c r i p t i o n s  

being tapped i n  ye s p r i n g  produceth a f i n e  
wine which being evaporated maketh good 
syrup  or suga r  ye ba rk  i s  black and does 
n o t  shed o f f  a s  o t h e r  Birches do 

Betula  nana [B.  nana - - Dwarf Birch] 
Broadside Catalogue 
- 
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Betula  n i g r a  [E, n i g r a  - Sweet Birch] 
I ,  by P e t e r  Collinson 1736 - probably Bartram in t roduc t ion  
Broadside Catalogue 
John B a r t r a m  t o  P e t e r  Collinson September 25,  3.740, Wildman 
Transc r ip t ions  

The Sugar Birch is  worthy o f  your care  t o  
cu1tiva;te it f o r  i ts  s t r a i g h t  and l o f t y  
growth, sweet j u i c e  and medicinal bark - 
it n a t u r a l l y  grows on ye cold no r th  s i d e s  
o f  h i l l s  where t h e r e  i s  sp r ings  o r  r i v u l e t t s  
near  o r  i n  moist ground a t  ye bottom o f  h i l l s  
tho  it o f t e n  t imes groweth i n  ye c l i f t s  o f  
rocks and no ground can be too  s toney f o r  
them, 

Betula papyr i f e ra  [B. I papyr i f e ra  - White Birch of Canada] 
I ,  t o  England 1750 - probably by Bartram 
B- 
John B a r t r a m  t o  John Clayton September 1, 1744, Wildman 
Transc r ip t ions  

thee  may e a s i l y  know ye paper b i r ch  do 
but lanch ye bark perpendicular ly  on one 
s i d e  and thee  may e a s i l y  p u l l  8 o r  10 foulds  
of  paper as t h i n  a s  parchment a l l  round ye 
t r e e  
of  b i r ch  paper 

I have put i n  t h i s  l e t t e r  a specimen 

Betula p o p u l i f o l i a  [B,  I p o p u l i f o l i a  - Aspen Birch] 
I ,  t o  England" 1750 - probably by Bartram 
John Bartram t o  P e t e r  Collinson December 1744, Wildman Tran- 
s c r i p t i o n s  

I have t h i s  w in te r  been a g r e a t  way i n  Je r sey  
t o  f e t c h  . . , a f i n e  b i r c h  with leaves  some- 
what l i k e  a poplar  and p lan ted  i t  i n  my garden 
t o  send t o  you next  f a l l  

Ca l l i ca rpa  -- americana [Calicarpa - Bermudas Nulberry] 
Broadside Catalogue 

Calycanthus f l o r i d u s  [Calicanthus - Sweet Shrub of  Carolina] 
I. t o  England 1726 
Broadside Catalogue 
John Bartram t o  P e t e r  Collinson August 19,  1764, 

I: am mighty fond o f  ye flowering or sweet 
shrub I t h i n k  nothing i n  vegetable na tu re  
adorns borders  b e t t e r  under trees 
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Campsis r a d i c a n s  [Campsis r ad icans  - Trumpet Flower] 
I. t o  England 164-0 
Broadside Catalogue 

Carpinus c a r o l i n i a n a  [Carpinus b e t u l u s  - Hophornbeam) 
1. 1812 
Broadside Catalogue 
John Bartram t o  P e t e r  Col l inson August 20 ,  1753, Wildman 
T r a n s c r i p t i o n s  

it grows commonly by ye banks o f  r i v e r s  
n e a r  ye t i d e  

Car a ova ta  [ Juglans  hycory - Thick S h e l l  Hycory] 
d 2 9  
Broadside Catalogue 

Carya tomentosa [ Juglans  - a l b a  - White Walnut] 
I e  176.611111 
Broadside Catalogue 

Castanea d e n t a t a  [Fagus Castanea - Chestnut] 
I e  1800 
Broadside Catalogue 
Bartram's d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  Native Trees 1753,  PJildman Tran- 
s c r i p t i o n s  

ye k e r n a l s  i s  ve ry  sweet and ye wood is  very 
durable  €or r a i l s  which w i l l  l a s t  f o u r t y  y e a r s  
i n  fences  

Castanea pumila [Fagus Castanea purniLa - Chinquapin] 
I. t o  England 1699 
Broadside Catalogue 

Catalpa Bignonioides [Bignona c a t a l p a  - Catalpa]  
I. t o  England 1726 
Broadside Catalogue 

Cheanothus americanus [Cheanothus f o l i i s  t r i n e r v i i s  - Red 
Root .1 
1. t o  England 1713 
Broadside Catalogue 

Cedrus le ,bani  [Cedar of  Lebanon] 
I ,  t o  America v i a  Endand  
F e t e r  Col l inson  t o  John Rartram J u l y  19, 1753, Dar l ing ton ' s  
Memoria 1 s 

I n  t h e  Box, w i th  t h e  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  I have 
s e n t  two €Cine Cedar o f  Lebanon Cones 



John Bartram t o  P e t e r  Co 
s c r i p t i o n s  

5 4 
l i n s o n  ~ l y  1754, Wildman Tran- 

I have now come up  a f i n e  young cedar  o f  
lebanon but  a lass  a h o t  scorching  day i n  
ye midst o f  h a r v e s t  k i l l e d  it t h o  shaded 

John B a r t r a m  t o  P e t e r  Col l inson Narch 1755,  Wildman Tran- 
s c r i p t i o n s  

John Bartram t o  P e t e r  Col l inson September 28 ,  1756 

John B a r t r a m  t o  P e t e r  Col l inson Autumn 1756 

I should be g l ad  t o  t r y  ye Cedar o f  lebanon 
once more 

I have o u t  3 cedars  o f  lebanon 

a11 my ceda r s  o f  lebanon i s  dead do what 
I may ye r o o t  pe r i shed  whi te  ye l e a v e s  and 
s t a l k  looked f r e s h  and green. 

C e l a s t r u s  scandens [ C .  scandens - Euonymus] 
I. t o  England by P e t e r  Col l inson 1736 - poss ib ly  Bartram 
i n t r o d x c t  i on  
Broadside Catalogue 
John Bartram t o  P e t e r  Col l inson ,  December 1744, Dar l ing ton ' s  - 
Ne mo r i a l s  

I have pu t  two o r  t h r e e  handsfu l  o f  t h e  seeds  
o f  climbing s p e c i e s  o f  Euonymus which . . . 
t h e e  wanted ve ry  much. I ts  b e r r i e s  make a f i n e  
appearance i n  t h e  f a l l .  It t w i s t s  about t h e  
po le s  and t r e e s  l i k e  hops 

C e l t i s  o c c i d e n t a l i s  [C. o c c i d e n t a l i s  - Lote o r  N e t t l e  Tree] 
I ,  t o  England 1656 
Broadside Catalogue 

Cephalanthus o c c i d e n t a l i s  [ C .  I c a p i t i l i s  pendul i s  - Button 
Mood J 
1. t o  England 1735 
Broadside Catalogue 

Cerc is  canadensis  [Cerc is  s i l i q u a s t r u m  - Judas Tree] 
I. t o  England 1730 
Broadside Catalogue 

Charnaecyparis t hyo ides  [Cupressus thyoides  - White Cedar] 
I .  1736 by John Bartram v i a  P e t e r  Col l inson 
Broadside Catalogue 
P e t e r  Col l inson t o  John Bartram A p r i l  6 ,  1738, Wildman Tran- 
s c r i p t i o n s  

e 

pray  look o u t  for a p l a n t  o r  two o f  White 
Cedar f o r  I a m  a f r a i d  t h a t  t h e  l a s t  Sent  Me 



55 

w i l l  go off t h o  it has a Clod of  e a r t h  
about it The smell  o f  t h e  l eaves  a l i t t l e  
dry'd smel l s  l i k e  t o  Cinamon it is  a f i n e  
p l a n t  i f  mine s t ands  it w i l l  be t h e  only 
one i n  England tho  I have hope t o  r a i s e  it 
from seed t h i s  year  

Bartram c o l l e c t e d  VJhite Cedar a t  Cape May, 
New Je r sey  

P e t e r  Col l inson t o  John Bartram February 1 3 ,  1753, Wildman 
Transc r ip t  i o n s  

John Bartram t o  Mark Catesby October 1741, Wildman Tran- 
s c r i p t i o n s  

The White Cedar expedi t ion must be p leasant  
but  i t  would s p o i l  t r a d e  t o  t e l l  how e a s i l y  
t h e  White Cedar is propagated from c u t t i n g s  
not  one w i l l  m i s s  I have 2 dozen o f  t h e  
f i n e s t  s t r a i g h t  up r igh t  p l a n t s  f rom c u t t i n g s  
thou ever  saw; 
a g r e a t  s e c r e t  

Chionanthus v i r g i n i l u s  
3. t o  England 1736 
Broadside Catalogue 

but  t h i s  Gordon and I keep 

[Chionanthus - Fringe Tree] 

C l a d r a s t i s  l u t e a  [Yellow Wood]* 
- a m 1 2  
Alexander Garden t o  John Bartram June 1 2 ,  1761, Wildman 
Transc r ip t ions  

The Yellow Wood have per ished and a l l  but - 
those I s e n t  you 

The Yellow Wood bears  no seed and goes wild 
when it is  propagated only from a s l i p .  
Wherefore, have s e n t  you some i n  a box of 
e a r t h ,  Tho it i s  r a t h e r  l a t e  t o  move it but 
as t i s  not  d i f f i c u l t  t o  grow hope they  w i l l  
l i k e  I f  not  I can with ease send you some 
more next  w in te r  

Martha Logan t o  John Bartram, ? 1761, Wildman Transcr ip t ions  

Clethra  a l n i f o l i a  [ C .  - a l n i f o l i a  - Clethra]  
I. t o  England 1731 
Broadside Catalogue 
P e t e r  Collinson t o  John Bartram March 5 ,  1750, Mildman 
Transc r ip t ions  

* It i s  n o t  c l e a r  t h a t  "Yellow Wood" a c t u a l l y  r e f e r s  t o  
C l a d r a s t i s  l u t e a .  



pray  r e p a i r  t h e s e  l o s s e s  bes ides  a Sweet 
Sp i r ea  a l n i  f o l i a  named Cle thra  p. 
Linnaeus which I much admire . . 

Comptonia pe reg r ina  [Liquidambar a s p l e n i f o l i a  - Sweet Fern] 
I. t o  England 1714 
Broadside Catalogue 

Cornus canadensis  [Cornus venosa - Tlountain Dwarf Cornus] 
I. t o  England 1774 
John Bartram t o  P e t e r  Col l inson ? 1756, Wildman Transc r ip t ion  . . a more humble p l a n t  I showed him which 

I brought from ye t o p  o f  ye C a t t s  kill moun- 
t a i n s  about 3 o r  4 inches  high wi th  l e a v e s  
l i k e  a cornus placed crossways and h o r i z o n t a l  
ou t  o f  ye c e n t e r  of which grows a p r e t y  r e d  
b e r r y  o f  a p l e a s a n t  t a s t e  
f i b r o u s  & runs  h o r i z o n t a l l y  under ye s u r f a c e  
& shoo t s  up a t  a l m o s t  every h a l f  f o o t  d i s t a n c e  
s o  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  near  an a c r e  a l lmos t  covered 
wi th  it t h i s  i s  ye one ly  p lace  I can remember 
eve r  t o  have seen it . . e 

ye r o o t s  i s  

Cornus f l o r i d a  [ C ,  I f l o r i d a  - Flowering Dogwood] 
z . 0  
Broadside Catalogue 
John Bartram t o  P e t e r  Col l inson November 17 ,  1742, Wildman 

Bartram w r i t e s  t h a t  Dogwood b e r r i e s  have been 
s e n t  . 

Cornus - mas [c. mas1 
I. t o  Americn f rom England 
John Bartram t o  P e t e r  Col l inson September 2 5 ,  1757, V?ildman 

So doth ye Cornus m a s  [grow f ine ly ] .  

Cornus s t o l o n i f e r a  ? [C. - p e r l a t a  - White Berr ied  Swamp Dog- 

1. 1656 
izx-J- 

Broadside Catalogue 

Cornus sanguinea [ C .  sanguinea - Red ?JilLow] 
I. f rom Europe t o  Xrnerica 
Broadside Catalogue 

Cornus a l t e r n i f o l i a  ? [ C .  I s y l v e s t r i s )  
1.0 
Broadside Catalogue 
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Corylus americana [Corylus nucleo r o t u n d i o r i  d u r i o r i  - 
H a z e l n u t 7  
I. 1798 
Broadside Catalogue 

Crataeps c rus -ga l l i  [Nespilus spinoza - Cockspur Hawthorn] 
I. t o  %@and 16  91 
Broadside Catalogue 

Crataegus x. [ r , lespi l is  a p i i f o l i a  - Carolina Hawthorn] 
Broadside Catalogue 

Crataegus 2. [ f lesp i l i s  a z a r o l  - Great Hawthorn] 
Broadside Ca ta lome  

Crataegus 2. [PIespil is  pumila] 
Broadside Catalogue 

Cupressus sempervirens [ I t a l i a n  Cypress] 
I. t o  America v i a  England 
John Bartram t o  P e t e r  Collinson October 16, 1757, Wildman 
Transc r ip t ions  

ye I t a l i a n  Cypress grows w e l l  but  how they  
w i l l  f a r e  next  w i n t e r  (which I expect w i l l  
be hard enough) I can ' t  say. 

'John Bartram t o  P e t e r  Collinson January 3 ,  1758, Wildman 
Transc r ip t ions  

We have now exceedingly warm weather l i k e  Ilay 
a f t e r  a s h o r t  s p e l l  o f  snow and f r o s t  which 
ha th  k i l l e d  ye tops  o f  my I t a l i a n  Cypress t h a t  
was p lan ted  i n  a south  exposure while ye one 
t h a t  w a s  exposed t o  t h e  no r th  w a s  n o t  hu r t .  

C v r i l l a  racemif lora  [Andromeda pumata - I r o n  Wood o f  Carolina] 
I. t o  England 1765 
Broadside Catalogue 

D i e r v i l l a  l o n i c e r a  [ D i a r v i l l a  canadensis - D i a r v i l l a ]  
I. t o  England 1720 
Broadside Catalogue 

Diosn r o s  Vi rg in ia  [Diospyros guajacina - Fersemmon] 
' T T l d k -  
Broadside Catalogue 
John Bartram t o  P e t e r  Collinson 1739, W i  

t hey  a r e  e x t r a  disapx-eecihle t o  e 
ldman Transcr ip t  
a t  u n t i l 1  they  

ions  

a re -  thorow r i p e  and-wil l  f a l l  with shaking ye 
t r e e  Then t h e i r  pulp i s  very d e l i c i o u s  but  
t h e i r  s k i n  which i s  a s  t h i n  as ye f i n e s t  
paper s t i l l  r e t a i n s  an  a s t r i n g e n t  b i t t e r n e s s  



but  many o f  our  country people a r e  so  greedy 
o f  them t h a t  t hay  swallow down s k i n  pulp and 
seeds  a l l  t o g e t h e r  I admire t h a y  are not  
c u l t i v a t e d  wi th  g r e a t  care  i n  Europe i n s t e a d  
o f  many o t h e r  kinds of f r u i t e  which i s  much 
i n f e r i o r  t o  them i n  goodness Thay make an 
exce len t  l i q u o r  or wine f o r  p leasant  dr inking  

It t h r i v e s  and grows vigorously and bears  
blossoms but  no f rui t  but  1 have seen f r u i t e  
r i p e  i n  England but  i t  has  l i t t l e  r epu ta t ion  
here  

P e t e r  Collinson t o  John Bartram September 2 ,  1739, Wildman 
Transc r ip t ions  

Dirca p a l u s t r i s  [Dirca - Leather  Bark] 
I. t o  England i n  1750, probably by Bartram 
Broadside Catalogue 
John Bartram t o  P e t e r  Collinson December 1744, Wildman Tran- 
s c r i p t i o n s  

I designed t o  go up ye mountains l a s t  week t o  
f e t c h  ye thymilea or l ea the rba rk  but  I have 
had a so re  blow on my back by a horse 

Epigea repens [E,  procumbens] 
I ,  t o  England 1736 
Broadside Catalogue 

Euonymus americana [E. - semper v i r e n s  - Burning Bush o f  
V i rg in i a ]  
C. i n  England s i n c e  17% 
Broadside Catalogue 

Euonymus l a t i f o l i a  [E.  - l a t i f o l i a ]  
1. t o  England 1730 
Broadside Catalogue 

F rank l in i a  alatamaha [F. alatamaha] 
I.  t o  England 177L by vi l l iam Bartram 

' Broadside Catalogue 
A r t i c l e  by W i l l i a m  Bartram September 20,  1795, Bartram 
Papers,  Pennsylvania H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty  

F rank l in i a  I never saw growing n a t u r a l l y  
n o r t h  of  ye Banks of  t h e  Altamaha i n  Georgia 
y e t  it completely r e s i s t s  t h e  f r o s t s  o f  our  
s e v e r e s t  w in te r s  and f l o u r i s h e s  even e x c e l l i n g  
any I s a w  i n  i t s  n a t i v e  land  
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Travels  o f  William gartram, by Vij-lliam Bartram, Dover Fub- 
l i c a t i o n  1928, P, 369, 

I p r e s e n t l y  found s t r i k i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  
abundantly s u f f i c i e n t  t o  s e p a r a t e  it from 
t h a t  genus (Gordonia) and t o  e s t a b l i s h  it 
t h e  head of  a new t r i b e ,  which we honored 
wi th  t h e  name o f  t h e  i l l u s t r i o u s  Dr. Benjamin 
Frankl in ,  F rank l in i a  alatamaha, Xe never  
s a w  it growing i n  any o t h e r  p l ace ,  nor  have . 

I s i n c e  seen it growing i n  t h e  wi ld ,  i n  a l l  
my t r a v e l s  from Pennsylvania t o  Poin t  Coupe 
on t h e  Banks o f  T4iss iss ippi ,  which must be 
allowed a very  s i n g u l a r  and inaccountable  
circumstance; a t  t h i s  place t h e r e  a r e  two 
o r  t h r e e  a c r e s  o f  ground where it grows 
p l e n t i f u l l y  , 

Fraxinus americana [F. - e x c e l s i o r  - Great  White Ash] 
I. t o  England 1724. 
Broadside Catalogue 

Fraxinus n i g r a  [F, n i g r a  - Black Ash] 
I. t o  England 1850 - poss ib l e  Bartram i n t r o d u c t i o n  
Brozdside Catalogue 
John Bartram t o  P e t e r  Col l inson August 2 0 ,  1753, Wildman 
T r a n s c r i p t i o n s  - Black Ash s e n t  

Fagus g r a n d i f o l i a  [F. - s v l v a t i c a  - Beech Tree] 
I. t o  England 1766 
Broadside Catalogue 

Gardenia jasminoides [Gardenia] 
Broadside Catalogue 

Gau l the r i a  rocumbens [Cul ther ia  - J e r s e y  Tea - Nountain Tea] 
I ,  t o  England * 1 
Broadside Catalogue 

Gelsemiurn sempervirens [Bignonia sempervirens - Yellow 
Jasrninl 
Broadside Catalogue 
Tender Vine 

C i l l e n i a  t r i f o l i a t a  [Spirea f o l i i s  t e r n i t i s  - Ipecacuanha] 
Broadside Catalogue 



Ginkpo b i loba  
e P , t o n ,  John Bartram, H i s  House PC. Garden 
I n  l7g4  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  Ginkgos were s e n t  t o  t h e  U.S.A.  
from England 

One o f  t h e s e  was p lan ted  i n  Bartram's Garden 
and two a t  Woodlands, then  t h e  e s t a t e  of  
W i l l i a m  Hamilton and now a cemetary, 

G l e d i t s i a  t r i a c a n t h o s  [G.  - t r i a c a n t h o s  - Honey Locust] 
1. t o  England 1700 
Broadside Catalogue 

Gordonia l a s i a n t h u s  [Loblol ly  Bay] 
I .  t o  England 1768 - poss ib ly  by Bartram 
John Bartram t o  W i l l i a m  Bartram J u l y  1761, Wildman 

I want seed and r o o t s  o f  ye l o b l o l y  Bay 
John Bartram t o  F e t e r  Col l inson August 1 5 ,  1762 

I have one l o b l o l l y  bay t h a t  came over  i n  
ho t  d r y  weather t h a t  grows ye b e s t  of  any 
o f  ye Carol ina evergreens . . . I am i n  
hopes it w i l l  do w e l l  w i th  me i f  ye hard  
f r o s t s  don ' t  k i l l  and d is robe  it as  ye 
o t h e r  evergreens,  

Gymnocladus d i o i c a  [Guilandina] . 148 
P e t e r  Col l inson t o  John Bartram J u l y  31 ,  1767, Darl ington 's  
Ye mo r i a l s  

1 dare say  t h e  Guilandina will be t h e  Ronduc, 
t h a t  I and o t h e r s  have i n  our  gardens. I 
conclude some Ind ian  t r a d e r s  brought t h e  n u t s  
t o  Quebec from thence t o  France, and s o  t h e  
French be l i eve  it grows i n  Carlada, bu t  t hey  
w i l l  never  t e l l  where. I: always be l ieved  
it a southern t r e e ,  y e t  it endures ou r  
win te r s .  How could my good f r i e n d  John 
f o r g e t  t o  send me some n u t s ,  one z t  leas t?  
It  would h e l p  t o  guess  what it i s  . , . 

Hales ia  c a r o l i n i a n a  [H.  Te t r an te ra  - Halesia  o r  S i l v e r  Bel l s ]  
I. t o  EnErland l m  - 
Broadside Cataloiue 

Hamamelis v i r g i n i a n a  [Hamamelis - ?/ i tch Hazel] 
I .  t o  England 1736 
Broadside Catalogue 
John Bartram t o  P e t e r  Col l inson F a l l  1741. Wildman Tran- 
s c r i p t i o n s  

i n q u i r e s  i f  Witch Hazel seed s e n t  i n  t h e  
prev ious  year  had germinated 
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Hypericum kalmianum [H. - kalmianurn - Shrub St .  John’s Wort] 
I. t o  England 175 9, poss ib ly  by Bartram 
John Bartram t o  P e t e r  Collinson October 16, 1757, Wildman 
T r a n s c r i p t i o n s  

it seems s t r ange  t h a t  thee  never heard o r  
s a w  our  evergreen shrub S t .  John’s wort and 
I s e n t  t hee  f u l l  specimens o f  i t  and seeds 
many t imes and gave thee a very p a r t i c u l a r  
d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  it with our evergreens It  
grows gene ra l ly  4 o r  5 f o o t  high i n  moist  
ground a s  t h i c k  as my wrist and spreads i t s  
t o p  2 foo t  diameter producing hundreds of  
p r e t t y  yellow flowers never saw it n a t u r a l l y  
i n  high o r  d ry  ground 

I_ I l e x  cass ine  [I. dahun - Dahun Holly] 
1. t o m d  T ’ 7 2 r  
Broadside Catalogue 

- I l e x  cass ine  - var.  a n g u s t i f o l i a  [I. - a n g u s t i f o l i a ]  
Broadside Catalogue 

I l e x  g l ab ra  [Prinos v e r t i c i l l a t a  - Inkberry or Evergreen 
PriveCJ-”-- 
I. t o  England 1759 
Broadside Catalogue 
John Bartram t o  P e t e r  Collinson January 6,  1763, PJildrnan 

evergreen p r inos  [is] what I c a l l  evergreen 
p r i v e t  o r  i n k  b e r r i e s  i n  Je r sey  

I l e x  o aca [I. a u i fo l ium - Holley Tree] 
mo*anx 1’- 
Broadside Catalopue 
John Bartram t o  P e t e r  Collinson ?lay 22,  1761, Wildman Tran- 
s c r i p t i o n  

1 s e n t  him a f i n e  pa rce l  of  h o l l y  b e r r i e s  
ye g e t t i n g  o f  which had l i k e  t o  broke my 
bones I f e l l  on ye t o p  o f  ye t r e e  where 
ye t o p  t h a t  I had hold o f  and ye branch t h a t  
I s tood on broke and 1 f e l l  t o  ye ground 
my little son benjamin was not  ab le  t o  he lp  
me up my pain was grevious after very 
s i c k  then  i n  a wet sweat i n  a dark t h i c k e t  
no house nezr  and a cold sharp wind and 
about 20 miles  t o  r i d e  home thee  may judge 
what poor  circumstance I was i n  and y e t  my 
arm i s  s o  weak t h a t  sometimes 1 can ha rd ly  
p u l l  on my c loa ths  
t o  go next  f a l l  t o  P i t t sbu rgh  i n  hopes t o  
f i n d  some curious p l a n t s  

y e t  1 have a good mind 
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I l e x  v e r t i c i l l a t a  [Pr inos  g l a b r a  - Winter Berry] 
n o  England ln 6 
Broadside Catalogue 

I l e x  vomitor ia  [I. yapon - Yapon o r  Caffena] 
Broadside CataloEue 
L i s t  o f  P l a n t s  s e n t  from John Bartram wi th  comments, Wildman 
Transc r ip t ions ,  p. 180 

YEpon o f  V i rg in i a  o r  Cassena of Cc?crolina 
t h e  Ind ians  Drive a g r e a t  t r a d e  wi th  t h e  
B e r r i e s  t o  make Tea wi th  

Ttea v i r  i n i c a  [I. v i r  i n i c a ]  
3TTO-ZifIZ3-177b introduced it e a r l i e r  
Broadside Catalogue 
P e t e r  Col l inson t o  John Bartram J u l y  20, 1759, Wildman Tran- 
s c r i p t i o n  
Coll inson i d e n t i f i e s  p l a n t  s e n t  by Bartram as I t e a  

Jugtans  c ine rea  [J.  c ine rea  - Pignut  Hickory] 
C. i n  E n m i n c e  1ETT- 
Broadsid; Catalogue 

J u  l a n s  n i  ,ra [J. o d o r i f e r a  - Salsam Hickory] 
h n &  sznce 1686 
Sroadside Catalogue 

Juniperus  v i r g i n i a n a  J .  Vi rg in ian  - Red Cedar] 
C .  i n  England s i n c e  1 
Broadside Catalogue 
P e t e r  Col l inson t o  John Bartram February I, 1738, Wildman 
Transc r ip t ions  

Lord P e t r e  d e s i r e s  t h e e  t o  procure a bushel  
o f  Red Cedar Ber r i e s  which s h a l l  be pa id  f o r  
s e p a r a t e l y  

Kalmia a n g u s t i f o l i a  [K. - a n g u s t i f o l i a  - Thyme Leav'd Kalmia] 
I. t o  England 17 36 
Broadside C a t a l o p e  

Kal-mia hirsutm ? [IC. C i l i a t a  - Dwarf Laure l  of  F lo r ida ]  
w i d e  Catalogue 

Kalmia l 2 t i f o l i a  [K. l a t i f o l i a  - Corrmon Laure l ,  Ivy o r  
Lesser tharnaedendrEn.1 .. 
I. t o  Sngland 1734 
Broadside Catalogue 
F e t e r  C o n i n s o n  t o  John Bartram Jlay 29, 1739, Wildman Tran- 
scriptions 

p r s y  send 3 o r  4 f lowering p l a n t s  o f  t h i s  
leafe o r  what thou calls I v y  o r  Lesser  



Chamaerodendron Let t h e  box have only  t h e  
Earth it grow i n  and no o t h e r  t h a t  1 may 
p l a n t  it on t h a t  Zarth and then see what 
success  1 s h a l l  have for they  dont l i k e  our  
s o i l  t e l l  me what s o r t  o f  s i t u a t i o n  it 
grows i n  high o r  low we t t  o r  d ry  f o r  
o f  a l l  p l a n t s  it is  my f a v o r i t e  So pray t r y  
and g e t t  me good s t rong  p l a n t s  with sods t o  
them. 

F e t e r  Collinson t o  John Bartram 174?, Wildimn Transcr ipt ions,  
p. 252 

1 t h i n k  now my Dear John thou has  amply 
Furnished rTee I have only want some good 
f lowering p l a n t s  o f  Ivy  o r  Kalmia I have 
only one p l a n t  t h a t  s t ands  it and I l o v e  
more then one s t r i n g  t o  my BOW. 

. e . The I v y  l a u r e l  o r  Broad Leaf’d Kalmia 
i s  now i n  flower c e r t a i n l y  one of t h e  
f i n e s t  ever  green shrubs t h a t  i s  i n  t h e  
world The Staminas a r e  e l e g a n t l y  disposed 
i n  t h e  angles  o f  t h e  flowers and what a 
p r e t t y  blush i t s  Bullated flower buds . . . 

P e t e r  Collinson t o  John Bartram June 1 2 ,  1761, Wildman Tran- 
s c r i p t i o n s  

P e t e r  Collinson t o  John Bartram June 1 2 ,  1761, Wildman Tran- 
s c r i p t i o n s  

(I pre thee  Friend John look  out  sharp f o r  
some more of those two f i n e  p l a n t s  f o r  one 
can never  have too  many but  t hey  a r e  s o  
d e l i c a t e  i n  t h e i r  na tu re  o f  t h e  many I have 
few can be tempted can be reconci led  t o  
our  s o i l  and cl imate  i f  one out  of  3 o r  4 
succeed it is  we l l  . . . I have a s p r i g  i n  flower o f  t h e  K a l m i a  
i n  water  and s t a r e s  me  i n  t h e  face  a l l  t h e  
while I am w r i t i n g  Saying o r  it seems t o  say  
A s  you a r e  s o  fond o f  me t e l l  t hy  f r i e n d  John 
Bartram who s e n t  me t o  send more t o  keep me 
company f o r  they  w i l l  be we l l  nursed and w e l l  
t r e a t e d  

Kalmia p o l i f o l i a  [X. glauca - Dwarf Laurel]  
~ t o n ~ l a n d  17‘ 67- 
Broadside Catalogue 

Lar ix  decidua [European Lar ix]  
T 7 Z  Xmerica f rom Europe 
John Bartram t o  F e t e r  Collinson J u l y  1754, I*Jildman Tran- 
s c r i p t i o n s  

I have now two european l a r c h e s  has  sho t  
ou t  t h i s  sp r ing  nea r  a f o o t  



Peter CoPlinson t o  John Bartram September 22,  1760, StTildrnan 
Transcr ip t ions  

I apprehend i f  t h e  Lar ix  Seed was Shaded wi th  
Green Boughs s tuck  t h i c k  on t h e  South s i d e  
of t h e  bea it would screen them from t h e  
Scorching sun and Prevent them going o f f ,  

La r ix  l a r i c i n a  [Pinos l a r i x  
5ngland 1 7 r  

Broadside Catalogue 
Sohn Bartram t o  l)r. I l i t che l  

- Larch 

June 5 ,  

Tree ] 

1744 9 Wi ldman Transcrip- 
t i o n s  

Larch Rrows  i n  ye swamp by t h e  Eudson River v 

a , it sheds i t s  l eaves  i n  autumn t h o  a 
f i n e  res inous  t r e e  

Laurus n o b i l i s  [L. n o b i l i s  - Red Ray] 
1. t o  AiiZFETviZ 3- 
Broadside Catalogue 

e n i c u l a t a  - Carolina Spice Wood] 
Broadside [Laurns + Cata ogue 

Linclera benzoin [Laurus benzoin - Eenjamin or Spice Wood] 
I ,  t o  England 1683 
Broadside Catalogue 

Broadside Catalogue 
P e t e r  Coilinson t o  John Bartram J u l y  21,  174-1, lniildman Tran- 
s c r i p t i o n s  

t h e  specimens o f  Sweet and Sour Gum 1 
r ecev*d  and prove t o  s a t i s f a c t i o n  but I 
want t h e  Gum of 

Liriodendron t u l i  i f e r a  
1, before n8 + 
Broadside Catalogue 

Lonicera canadensis [k. 
Red and Yellowl 
5road.s i de Cat a i0  gue 

each s o r t .  

[Liriodendron - Tulip Tree] 

canadensis - Canady Honey Suckle 

[Lonicera chamaecerassus - Dwarf Cherry] 
B r o a d s i z  Catalogue 



Lonicera  sempervirens [ L e  - periclimenum - Virg in ia  S c a r l e t  
Honeysuckle 
I. t o  Englaid 1656 
Broadside Catalogue 

L o n i a  l u c i d a  [Andromeda n i t i d a  - Carol ina Red Bud] 
* E 5 g r z z  17TT--- 
Broadside Catalogue 

Ma ,nol ia  acuminata [T4. I acuminata - Cucumber Tree o r  Nountain 

1. 1.736, probably by Bartram 
!!-&ixE] 
Broadside’ Cata lo iue-  
John Bartram t o  P e t e r  Col l inson ? 174.3. Wildman Transcr iDt ions  

I found s e v e r a l  cu r ious  p l a n t s ;  shrubs & 
t r e e s  * . p a r t i c u l a r l y  a g r e a t  mountain 
Nagnolia 3 f o o t  i n  diameter  2 a hundred 
f o o t  high very  s t r a i g h t  and very f i n e  wood 
specimens o f  which I hope t o  send by next  
s h i p  . . 
I f o r g o t  i n  my l a s t  t o  t e l l  t h e e  my deciduous 
Fountain TJagnolia I r a i s e d  from seed about 
20  y e a r s  ago flower’d for t h e  first t i m e  
w i th  I‘ie and I presume t h e  first of  t h e  
s p e c i e s  t h a t  eve r  flowered i n  Eneland and 
t h e  l a r g e s t  and t a l l e s t .  

P e t e r  Col l inson t o  John Bartram June 11, 1762, Wildman Tran- 
s c r i p t i o n s  

Fa n o l i a  f r a s e r i  
b e d  by W i l l i a m  Bartram i n  South Carol ina i n  1776 

T?agnolia 

Broadside Catalogue 

r z n d i f l o r a  [?I* g r a n d i f l o r a  - F l o r i d a  Laure l  Tree] 
1. t o  Eng f-- an 

- 

Magnolia tri e t a l a  [?,?* umbrella - Umbrella Tree] 

Broadside Catalogue 
P e t e r  Col l inson to Colonel John Cus t i s  December 24, 1.737, 
Wildman T r a n s c r i p t i o n s  

pray d i r e c t  him (Bartram) t o  t h e  Umbrella 
Tree This  p l a n t  o r  Tree will make him 
t h i n k  h i s  journey w e l l  worth coming 

t h e  great Laure l  Iiagnolia & Umbrella both 
f i n e  t r e e s  i n  my garden showed t h e i r  f lower 
Budds t h e  f i r s t  of  June. 

1. 1752, + probab y by-Bartram 

P e t e r  Collinson t o  John Bartram June 11, 1762, Vildman Tran- 
s c r i p t i o n s  
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lla n o l i a  v i r  i n i a n a  [JT. g l auca  - Rose Laure l  o r  White 
*g+ - 
1. l a t e  i n  17 th  century  
P e t e r  Col l inson t o  John Bartram January 26, 1739, Wildman 
T r a n s c r i p t i o n s  

pray look  o u t  t h i s  yea r  for seeds o r  ye 
small cones o f  ye Swamp Bay - i t s  f lowers  
a r e  no t  u n l i k e  t h e  Water L i l y  These 
seeds  w i l l  no t  keep o u t  o f  e a r t h  and must 
be s e n t  before  t h e  r e s t .  

F a l u s  ccironaria [T,Talus coronar ia  - Crab Apple] 
‘I,-to Znngland 1- 
Broadside Catalogue 

Mi tche l l a  reDens [ T l .  repens - Creeping Syringa] 

Broadside Catalogue 

Morus n i  r a  ? [M. nigra - Fhlber ry]  
m s & a  t alzgue 
P e t e r  Col l inson t o  John Bartram February 13, 1753, Wildman 
Transc r ip t ions  

I. t o  ~ngi’ZZT’%i- 

I wish t o  see  Specinens of Red, White 6k 
i3lack mulberr ie  As t h i s  f r u i t  is  very  
pulpy it mziy be gather’d a l i t t l e  before  
it i s  full r i p e  & p u t t  it i n  a Fhyal t h a t  
I s h a l l  send i n  Liquor half-Rum and h a l f  
s p r i n g  water which w i l l  preserve t h e n  f o r  
we know l i t t l e  o f  them here  

14 r i c a  c e r i f e r a  [?,I. c a e r i f e r a  - Candleberry] 
&!3ngland 1697 

M r i c a  ..ale [T?. a l e  - Bog Gale] 
T ? T T Z h n d - l 7 b  
Broadside Catalogue 

7 4  r i c a  pensylvanica [?J. a n g u s t i f o l i z  - Dwarf Sweet Candle- sl-7 e r r y  , Broadside Catglogue 

ssa a u a t i c a  [Nissa tupe lo  - Water Tupelo) FEE 6 i g Z x - 1 7 r  
Broadside Catalogue 

Nyssa ogeche [liissa ogeche - Qgeche Lime] 
Sroadside Catalogue 
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Nyssa s y l v a t i c a  [Nissa s y l v a t i c a  - Sour cum] 
I. t o  England i n  1750 probably by John Bartram 
Broadside Catalogye 
F e t e r  Col l inson  t o  John Bartram J u l y  21 ,  1741, Wildman Tran- 
s c r i p t i o n s  

t h e  specimens o f  sweet & sour gum I 
rece ived  and prove t o  s a t i s f a c t i o n  

Osmanthus americanus [Glea - americana - Purple  Berr ied  Bay] 
'I, t o  England 1'158 
Broadside Catalogue 

O s t r  a v i r g i n i a n a  [Carpinus o s t r y a  - Horn Beam] 

Broadside Catalogue 
d E n g l a n d  169 2 

Ox dendron arboreum [Andromeda arboreum - S o r r e l  Tree of  k n romeda] 
I. t o  Zngland 1.752 
Broadside Catalogue 

F r u s  cv. 2ady P e t r e  [Lady F e t r e ' s  Pear]  & America from England 
John Bartram t o  P e t e r  Col l inson summer 1739, Wildman Tran- 
s c r i p t i o n s ,  p. 124 

I t h m k  Lady P e t r e  f o r  ye pea r  ke rne l s  & 
am o f t e n  t h i n k i n g  what t o  send h e r  f o r  a 
r e q u i t a l l  

John Bartram t o  P e t e r  Col l inson c i r c a  1763, Wildman Tran- 
scr ip t ions ,p .  124 . , ye pea r  r a i s e d  from seed ha th  bore 

a number o f  ye f i n e s t  r e l i s h e d  fruits t h a t  
I t h i n k  a b e t t e r  is n o t  i n  ye world & in-  
t end  next  s p r i n g  t o  g r a f t  s e v e r a l  o f  them 
perhaps i t  w i l l  make ye t r e e  r e t a i n  ye 
f r u i t e  b e t t e r  til t h e y  a r e  full r i p e  which 
i s  i t s  o n l y  d e f e c t  . . . 
what I a m  persuaded w i l l  prevent  i t s  drop- 
p ing  o f  i t s  f r u i t  i f  some Quinces w a s  p l an ted  
i n  t h e  lower p a r t  o f  t h y  garden n e a r  t h e  
s p r i n g  and g r a f t  them v i t h  t h e  Pear  it 
rncllocates t h e  f r u i t  by long experience 
a l l  our Pears  a r e  on Quince s t o c k  and 
succeed b e t t e r  then  on Pear  Stocks w i t h  us .  

P e t e r  Col l inson t o  John Bartram January 1, 1764 

PhilaDelDhus inodorus rFhi ladelnhus7 
Broadside Catalorrue 
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Physocarpus o p u l i f o l i u s  [Spirea o p u l i f o l i a  - Nine Bark] 
I. t o  England 1687 
Broadside Catalogue 

Picea  mariana [Pinus a b i e s  p i n i  f o l i i s  b r i v i b u s  - Newfound- 
=Spruce, B l s R G d  D w a r T T  
C .  i n  England by 1700 
Broadside Catalogue 

F i e r i s  f l o r ibunda  ? [Spiked Andromeda] 
m a r t r a m  t o  P e t e r  Col l inson October 1754, Wildman Tran- 
s c r i p t i o n s  

s e n t  r o o t s  o f  "Spiked Andromeda" 

Pinus ech ina ta  [P. e ch ina tus  - Pennsylvania Pine] 

Broadside Catalogue 
h g l a n d  173-9 

Pinus a l u s t r i s  [F. m l u s t r i s  - Swamp Fine]  T-xx h 7 3 - 5  
Broa.dside Catszlogue 

[Pinus purnila - Ewarf Pine] 
EYE'Gi-alogue 

Finus r i g i d a  - -  [F.  phoenix - Long Leaved Pine] 

Finus s t r o b u s  [F, - s t r o b i l u s  - L o r d  YeimothVs Pine ,  Vhi te  

I. m i d  16 th  century  
Broadside Catalogue 
P e t e r  Col l inson t o  John 3artram Sumner 1752,  Mildman Tran- 
s c r i p t i o n s  

' E i q  

I hope t h e e  w i l l  meet wi th  more o f  t h e  
PThite Pine for our  people a r e  I n s a t i a b l e  
a f t e r  them. 

Pinus s y l v e s t r i s  [Pa s l v e s t r i s  - P i n a s t e r ,  Scotch Pine]  

Broads ide  Catalogue 
John Rartram t o  F h i l i p  ! 'Xl ler  Xovember 3 ,  1756, Wildman 
Transc r ip t ions  

r e f e r s  t o  "my scotch  p ine  o f  3 yea r  oulr?" 

Pinus t aeda  [F. toda - Frankl insense Pine]  
~ 7 / . ! + ~ ? ~ 1 ~ 1 6 8 - -  
Broadside Catalogue - 

T 7 5  America frorn-zng + an 

F la t anus  o c c i d e n t a l i s  [P. - o c c i d e n t a l i s  - Buttonwood] 
'1, t o  EnRland 1636 
Broads id ;  Catalogue 



Populus d e l t i o d e s  [P. d e l t o i d e a  - Cotton Tree) 
Broadside Catalogue- 

Populus he t e rophy l l a?  [P. - f o l i u s  corda tus  - Black Poplar]  

Broadside Catalogue 

Fo ulus t remulo ides  [P. - tremula - Aspen] 
&de Catalogue 

T-Tim! 

Frunus americana [F. americana - Great Yellow Sweet Plumb] 
I. t o  3uroDe 17b 8 "  
Broadside katalogue 

Prunus an u s t i f o l i a  [P. chicasaw - Chickasaw Plumb] 

[Prunus d e c l i n a t u s  - D w a r f  Plumb] 
B a d e  Catalogue 

Prunus m a r i t i m a  [P. maritima - Beach o r  Sea-Side Plumb] 
I. t o  3ngland l€!lz, poss ib l e  Bartram i n t r o d u c t i o n  
John Bartram t o  P e t e r  Col l inson August 20, 1753, Wildman 
Transc r ip t ions  

TEZEi +- e Cata ogue 

'bur beech cherry" s e n t  

rPrunus miss i s inoe  - Crimson Plumb1 L- d 

E3roadside Catzlogue 

Prunus padus [IF. padus s y l v a t i c a  - Bird or Cluster Cherry) 
I. from Europe- 
Broadside Catalogue 

[Frunus s e r r a t i f o l - i a  - Zvergreen gay o f  C a l i f o r n i a ]  
B m d e  Catalogue 

Frunus v i r g i n i a n a  [Prunus racemosa - Dwarf Bird Cherry] 
-England 172 4 

Prunus E. [Plumbs, Apricots  and ldectarines] 
J b h n a r t r a m  t o  F e t e r  Col l inson December 1745, Wildman Tran- 
s c r i p t i o n s  

as  f o r  ye plumbs a p r i c o t s  and n e c t a r i n e s  
t h a y  do but poorly wi th  u s  as  f. tould t hee  
many t imes we have a mischievous b e e t l e  
t h a t  b i te .  o r  d a r t s  ye young ones then  l a y s  
an egg which ha tche th  and becomes a grub t h a t  
e a t s  ye f r u i t  t o  l i v e  then  ye f r u i t  drops 
o f f  before  it i s  r i p e  
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1 p lan ted  a plumb t r e e  some y e a r s  ago 
i n  ye moist  ground n e a r  2 , s p r i n g  which h a t h  
blossomed and s e t  abundance o f  fruits bu t  
t h a y  was b i t  and a l l  dropped off l a s t  
s p r i n g  I dug and cleaned a l l  ye grass from 
about it bu t  it s i g n i f i e d  noth ing  b u t  I 
had t h r e e  t r e e s ,  one a t  ye south  end o f  my 
house ano the r  a t  ye no r th  and another  on 
ye w e s t  where thay  was d a l y  t r o d  about which 
bore p e r f e c t  r i p e  plumbs as t h i c k  as  t h e y  
could crowd t o g e t h e r  1 have l a s t  s p r i n g  
p l an ted  a n e c t a r i n e  t r e e  on ye no r th  end 
c l o s e  t o  my k i tchen  door  and I design t o  
p l a n t  a a p r i c o t  t r e e  or two on a cold 
no r the rn  d e c l i v i t y  by my s tone  quary where 
it i s  never  hea ted  wi th  ye sun. 

r e t e r  Col l inson t o  John Rartram A p r i l  26, 1746, Wildman 
Transc r ip t ions  

To prevent  t h e  Depredations o f  t h e  
b e e t l e  I confess  i s  n o t  so e a s i l y  remedyed 
as  some o t h e r  bad e f f e c t s  . . . Suppose as  
soon as t h i s  b e t t l e  i s  discovered it t h e  
Trees  w a s  t o  be smosk'd wi th  burning straw 
under them or a t  some d i s t a n c e  so a s  t o  
fumigate t h e i r  branches a t  a t ime t h e  
Bee t l e s  a r e  most l i a b l e  t o  z t t a c k  t h e  
f ru i t  o r  if t h e  t r e e s  was t o  be s q u i r t t e d  
on by a hand engine wi th  wzter  i n  which 
Tobacco l e a v e s  was soaked E i t h e r  o f  t h e s e  
two methods I should t h i n k  if t h e y  d id  n o t  
t o t a l l y  prevent  y e t  a t  l e a s t  would secure  
s o  much o f  t h e s e  f i n e  f r u i t s  a s  would be 
worth t h e  l abour  o f  people o f  Circumstance 
who a r e  cu r ious  t o  t a s t e  t h e s e  d e l i c i o u s  
f r u i t s  o f  p e r f e c t i o n  

An englishrnan who s e t t l e d  i n  I t a l y  
a l s o  hzd a problem wi th  t h e  f r u i t s  of  h i s  
a p r i c o t s  dropping. P h i l i p  I I i l l e r  suggested 
t h a t  he Lay a g r e a t  d e a l  of  mulch, r o t t e n  
dung, and straw mixed of a g r e a t  q u a n t i t y  
of  Fern l e a v e s  or any compost t h a t  would 
keep t h e  ground m o i s t  and prevent  t h e  suns 
a c t i o n  which i s  very p e n e t r a t i n g  i n  t h a t  
country a s  w e l l  as  wi th  you . . . 

T h i s  was s u c c e s s f u l  and s i n c e  he 
p r a c t i c e d  i t ,  he has never  failed o f  f r u i t  
i n  p l e n t y  i n  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p e r f e c t i o n  . . 

If your a p r i c o t s  are t o o  forward p l a n t  
them under  all disadvantages  p o s s i b l e ,  t h a t  
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i s  i n  t h e  m o s t  exposed places and i n  t h e  
c o l d e s t ,  s h a d i e s t  a s p e c t s  t h a t  can be 
found , , , 

i- , e lea  x i f o l i a t a  [ P t e l e a  - T r e f o i l  Tree] 
m Z n g l a n d  4 
Broads id; Cat a1 o gue 

Quercus alba [Q, - a l b a  - ?Yhite Oak] 
m u 5 z  1724. 
Broadside Catalogue 
P e t e r  Col l inson  t o  John Bartram February 13, 1753, W i  ldman 
T r a n s c r i p t i o n s  

The d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  Low Land White 
Oke and t h e  F."lountain White Olre i s  pu re ly  
owing t o  t h e i r  S i t u a t i o n  and t h a t  cannot 
be determined but  by Experiment t a k e  
t h e  acorns  o f  each and p l a n t  ir, t h y  Garden 
A few years observa t ion  w i l l  p u t t  t h a t  
i k t t e r  ou t  of  doubt. 

Quercus b i c o l o r ?  [O, d e n t a t a  - Y i l l o w  Oak with  Broad Leaves] 
T X Z T n m 8 c o d  
Broadside Cstalogue 

[Duercus camnanal 
Sroadside Catalogue 

uercus  coccinea [Q, mrbra] b t o  ,,ngland 16 91 
Broadside Catalogue 

Quercus f a l c a t a  [Q, h i s p n i c a  - Spanish Oak] 
Broadside Catalogue 

[Quercus flammula - S c a r l e t  Oak of F lo r ida ]  

[Quercus g a l l i f e r a  - G a l l  Bearing Oak] 

Eroadside Catalogue 

[Quercus l o b a t a ]  
E G Z Z F E i e ~ o c u e  

Quercus mar i landica  [Q. f o l i o  amplissima - Barren Black Oak] 
1. t o  England 1-7'39 
Broadside Catalogue 
Bartram's Descr ic t ion  o f  Native Trees ,  1753 9 Wildman Tran- 
s c r i p t i o n s ,  p. 343, 
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O u r  barren oak c a l l e d  by Cat tesby ye b lack  
oak t r e e  a l lways grows wi th  u s  on high 
ba r rens  on a p a r t i c u l a r  b lack  s o i l  i s  very  
s c a r c e  b u t  i n  J e r s e y  is more p l e n t y  

Quercus rnuhlenber ii [Q. Castanea - Chestnut Oak] 
I. t o  England 1 22 + _* 

Broadside Catalogue 

CSuercus n i v a  [O. deZtoi.de - Water Oak] 
m n m  1723 
Broadside Catalogue 

[Quercus pa lus t r i s  - Lesser  White Oak] 
B m e  Catalogue 

Quercus p h e l l o s  [Q. p&llos _I__ - Willow Leaved Oak] 

uercus  r o b o r  [Engl i sh  Oak] 
8 u t l e r s l m s s a h  C u t l e r ,  p. 273 

There i s  i n  t h i s  garden some very l a r g e  
t r e e s  t h a t  a r e  e x o t i c  p a r t i c u l a r l y  an 
Engl ish Oak which he [William Bartram] 
assured me was t h e  only  one i n  America, 

Quercus v e l u t i n a  [g. niera - Black Oak] 
' 1 .n ,dand  00 
Broadside Catalogue 
Bartram's Descriptcon o f  Native Trees 1753, V/ildrnan Tran- 
s c r i p t i o n s ,  p. 34g 

ye bark o u r  t a n n e r s  u s e t h  because %.hey 
can ' t  g e t  enough o f  ye white  o r  Spanish 
for t h i s  s t a i n s  ye l e a t h e r  o f  a yel lowish 
green and it ye c l o t h e s  o f  ye workers, 

Quercus v i r g i n i a n a  f9. aeg i lops  - Live Oak] 
1. t o  England 1739 
Broadsid; Catalogue 

[Rhamnus] 
F e t e r  Col l inson t o  John gar t ram January 20, 1751, Wildman 
Transcript:  7 cms 

Did t h e  berries of t h e  Svergreen E h a m n ~ s  
that pyas found i n  t h e  great; p l a i n s  i n  t h e  
Desert growtng 5 o r  6 inches  high amongst 
t h e  Dvarf Pine come up i n  t h y  garden 
none d id  v i t h  me it was a r a r e  and 
cur ious  p l a n t  

http://deZtoi.de
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Rhododendron carolinianurn [.4 z d e a  c a r o l i n i a n a  - Sweet 
Aza1e.a 
1. to ing land  1815 
Broadside Catalogue 

Rhododendron maximum [R. - maximum - Great Chamaerhododendron, 
l'iountain L a u r r  
1. t o  Sngland 1736 
Broadside Catalogue 
P e t e r  Col l inson to John Bartram June 1 2 ,  1761, Wildman Tran- 
s c r i  p t i o n s  

gu t  i n  a few days w i l l  t h e  Glorious Great 
Chamaerhododendron appear w i th  i t s  charm- 
i n g  c l u s t e r s  of flowers pre thee  Friend 
John look out  sharp  f o r  some more . . . 

Rhododendron roseurn [Azalea rosea  - Upright Honeysuckle] 
1. t o  England= 
Eroadside Catalogue 
P e t e r  Col l inson t o  John Bar t r am June 1 2 ,  1761, Wildman Tran- 
s c r i p t i o n s  

t h e  shrub honeysuckle o r  Azalea. a r e  almost 
as  t i c k l i s h  i n  t h e i r  na tu re  i n  some p laces  
t h e y  do w e l l  in o t h e r s  n o t  a t  a11 So 
pray l o o k  a u t  for more and i f  one box w i l l  
n o t  hold them send two. 

Rhododendron viscosum [Azalea v iscosa  - Swamp Azalea] 
1. 1734 
Brozdside Catalogue 

Rhus arornatica [R. canadensis]  
n o  Zngland 1fl9 
Broadside Ca ta lome  

l e n t i c i  f o l i a  - Beach or Seaside Sumac] 

Broadside Catalogue 

Fhus 
f i 6 k  - l a b r a  [I?. p l a b r a  - S c a r l e t  Sumac] 

Broadside Catalogue 

I__ Rhus r ad icans  [E. r ad icans  - Poison Vine] 
Sroadzide Catalcgue 

- Rhus toxicodendron [It. - t r i p h y l l o n  - Poison Oak] 
Broadside Catalonue 

Rhus t y  h ina  [E. cerv ina  - Buckts Horn Sumac] 
TTT67!?--- - 
Broadside Catalogue 
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Rhus ve rn ix  [E. vern ix  - Poison Sumac] 
E d - a  t a logue  

Ribes cynosbat i  [Grossu la r i a  canadensis  - P r i c k l e y  Goose- 
berry] 
Broadside Catalogue 
'Peter  Col l inson t o  John Bartram A p r i l  26, 1746, Wildman 
T r a n s c r i p t i o n s  

I apprehend i f  your Gooseberr ies  was 
L i t t e r ' d  it would prevent  t h e i r  dropping 
o f f  and If t h i s  l i t t e r  was now and then  
watered , . , it would be of s e r v i c e  

Robinia h i s p i d a  [R. - v i l l o s a  - Peach Blossom Acacia] 

13roadside Catalogue 
'Peter  Col l inson t o  John Oartram undated (1767) , Wildman 
Transc r ip t ions ,  p .i 668 

m 

I don' t  remember t h y  f i n d i n g  t h e  Red 
Acacia It  been loaded wi th  flowers 
I a m  ob l iged  
Is t h e  Glory 
twice  a year 
f i n e s t  t r e e s  

Robinia pseudoacacia  
E m  

t o  prop up t h e  branches 
o f  ou r  gardens and flowers 

of  america 
I t h i n k  [it is]  one of  t h e  

[E. p seudacacia  - Sweet Flowering 

I. i5oi 
Broadside Catalogue 

Rubus idaeus  [R, idaeus  - Elasberry] 
" E Z s - i a e t a T o g u e  

Sambucus canadensis  [ Sambucus - Elder]  
2 ,  t o  England l m  
Broadside Catalogue 

S a s s a f r a s  albidum [Laurus sasafras - S a s a f r a s  Tree] 
I, 1633 
Broadside Catalogue 
John E 'o therg i l l  t o  John Rartrm November 22 , 1743, Wildman 
Transc r ip t ions  

i n  31oom c a s t s  2 most d e l i g h t f u l  f ragrance  
around it  Pray  has  eve r  any t r y a l  been 
made t o  procure a d i s t i l l e d  wlrater from t h e  
f lowers? I fancy t h e y  would z f f o r d  a gra te -  
f u l  cnd e f f i c a c i o u s  one u n l e s s  t h e  odor i f e rous  
parts are extremely f u g i t i v e  indeed I t h i n k  

1 am t o l d  t h a t  t h e  Sassafras t r e e  when 
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i f  t h e  experiment has  n o t  been made it 
would be worth while  t o  have some ga thered  
a t  t h e  proper  season and d i s t i l l e d ,  some 
With water a lone ,  some w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  
a t h i r d  p a r t  Rum, molasses s p i r i t s  o r  some 
o t h e r  s p i r i t s  i f  you have any c l ean  and 
cheaper  

Smj-la:: herbacea [S, annua - Black Eriony] 
m i d e  CatalogEe 

Smilax r o t u n d i f o l i a  [ S o  - aspe ra  - 9 u l l  Briar]  
m i d e  Catalogue 

Sorbus americana [S. americana - American Tiountain Ash] 

Broadside Catalogue 

Staph l e a  t r i f o l i a  [ S .  I t r i f o l i a t a  - Bladder Nut] & si e CataloKue 

S tewar t i a  malacodenclron ___I [S. malachodendron] 
I. t o  kngland I7'7ZT 
Broadside Catalogue 
John Bzrtram t o  JoEn Clayton September 17!&, Vildman Tran- 
s c r i p  t i ons 

-England 17 82- 

- 

I a m  t h a n k f u l  f o r  t h y  information about 
ye s t e w a r t i a  

Symhor i ca rpos  o r b i c u l a t u s  [Lonicera symphoricarpos - Indian  
Curran ts  I 
I. t o  England 1730 
Broadside Cata1ogu.e 

Taxodium d i s t i c h u a  [ Cupressus 
f ,  t o  Englmd 161 +'3 

d i s t i c h a  - Bald Cypress] 

Broadside Catalogue 
The H o r t i c u l t u r i s t  Jla a z i n e ,  1855 Vole X: p. 371 + - The p e a t  >-press a t  Sartrarns has  been ou r  

admirzt ion s i n c e  boyhood; it s tood ,  when we 
first, remember i t ,  n e a r  a f i n e  spring, bu t  
it seems t o  have appropr i a t ed  t h e  whole t o  
i t s e l f ,  t h e  spring hcving disappeared;  i t s  
long spreadin{; r o o t s  send up those  cu r ious  
l a r g e  h o b s  which t h e  Southern negroes 
appropr i a t e  f o r  bee-hives; a l t o g e t h e r  this 
specimen forms t h e  n o b l e s t  t r e e  w i t h i n  our  
Iknowledgc . Twenty f e e t  i n  circumference i s  
sniall, i t  i s  t r u e ,  compared with t h e  Welling- 
t o n i a  wi th  a d iameter  o f  29 f e e t  2 inches ,  bu t  
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it a f f o r d s  t h e  mind wi th  some l i t t l e  
oppor tun i ty  t o  judge what t h e  l a t e r  t o  be, 

Taxus canadensis  ['T: canadensis  - Ca-nada 
1.1800 - probably i n h o d u c e d  e a r l i e r  by 
Broadside Catalogue 
John 3artram t o  P e t e r  Col l inson 1740. Uj-1 

Yew 1 
Bartram 

.dman Transc r ip t ions .  
A 

p. 153  
I ' v e  been a journey up t o  our mountains 
and brought down some yew which I hope 
may be d i f f e r e n t  from your european ye 
docr  t h i n k s  i t  i s  a more l o v e l y  green 
then  yours it groweth n o t  above 6 f o o t  
high and where i t  l y e t h  upon ye ground i t  
t a k e s  r o o t  s o  t h a t  one main r o o t  w i l l  cover 
s e v e r a l  square yards  o f  ground 

have you go t  our  dvar f  yew It i s  a 
shrub f o r  low t h i c k  hedges 1 have one 
i n  my gzrden whose branches i s  n e a r l y  
5 f o o t  diameter  r e g u l a r l y  ab0u.t .!+ f o o t  
high p l a i n  on ye t o p  t h o  never  sheared 

John Bartram t o  F h i l i p  PTiller February LG,  1759, Wildman 
T r a n s c r i p t i o n s  

Thu'a o c c i d e n t e l i s  [T ,  - o d o r i f e r a  - Arbor Vitae]  
d 3  4,- 
E3 r o  ad s i d  e Cat 3.1 o gu e 
John Bartram t o  F e t e r  Coll inson 7 . 3 . ~  27,  1743, Viildman Tran- 
s c r i p t  i on  s 

ye arbor v i t a  which I gathered on Pudsonts 
River  I t a k e  t o  be ye sane wi th  t h a t  1 
gathered on James River 

Thu 'a or ien ta1 i . s  [China Arbor Vita] + t o  England from China 1690 
John Bartram t o  F e t e r  Coklinson October 16, 1757, Wildman 

ye China w b o r  v i t a  grows well but  how 
t h e y  w i l l  fare  next  w i n t e r  I cannot s ay  

T i l i a  sn. [ T i l i a  - Linden] 
3r o 2 d s x e  C r t z g u e  

Tsu -,a canadensis  [Pinus abies v i rE in iana  - - Hemlock Spruce-) 
*fore 1730 
Sroadside Catalopue 
P e t e r  Col l inson t o  John gartram February 1 3 ,  1753, k7ildrnan 
Transc r ip t ions  

?Tan? a r e  ask ing  me why t h e  name ISemlock 
i s  given t o  t h e  srnal les t  coned F i r  which 
we c a l l  Yew Leafed F i r  
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Vaccinium arboreum [V.  arboreurn - Tree V!ortleberry] 
1. t o  %gland 1-m 
Broadside Cata1ogu.e 

Vaccinium c o r  mbosum [V. evonimifolium - Swamp Whortleberry] 
I. t o  England +-- 17 5 
Broadside Catalogue 

Vaccinium macrocar urn [Cranberry] 

P e t e r  Goll inson t o  John 3ar t ram September 22,  1760, Wildman 
I. t o  3ngland ------Fe- 17 0 p o s s i b l y  by John Bartram 

T r a n s c r i p t i o n s  
Is it not p o s s i b l e  t o  send me a lump o f  
your c ranbe r ry  r o o t s  t i e d  up i n  Wett moss 

[Vaccinium n i  XUM - lzrhortleberry] 
Broadside Gata + cgue 

[Vacciniurn p a l u s t r e  - Cranberry] 
3roads ide  Catalogue 

[Vaccinium avifol ium] 
Broadside Cata E-I----. o p e  

[Vaccinium endulum 

[ V a  c c i n  ium nus i  llum 
Broadside C m  

Vac cinium s t 2mineu.m 
b roads ide  Tatalogue 

Viburnum a l n i  f o l  ium 
I. 1820 

Broadside Cata + ogue 
- Ind ian  Gooseberry] 

- Whortleberry] 

Q* r a c e mo sum 3 

[V. alni f olium] 

Broadside Catalogue 

Viburnum dentatum [V.  dentatum - Arrow Wood] 

Broadside Catalogue 
p e t e r  Col l inson t o  John Bartram A p r i l  25, 17L2,  VJildman 
Transc r ip t ions  

9. t o  Zngland 177 6 -  

t h e  Arrow I'lcod was s e n t  me by Doc ?"Titt 
but  under what name T can t  now remernber 
the l a s t  i s  a p r e t t y  f lowering t r e e  and 
t h e  f irst  t h a t - w a s  i n  England 

Viburnum len tago  TV, t i n i f o l i a  - Water S lde r ]  
I. t o  Zngland 176i- 
Broadside Catalocue 



Viburnum nudum - var. a n p s t i f o l i u m  
Viburnum] 
1. 1752 

[ V .  - l a n c e o l a t a  - Tough 

Broadside Catalogue 
John B a r t r a m  t o  F e t e r  Col l inson August 20 ,  1753, Wildman 
T r a n s c r i p t i o n s  

Tough Viburnum [sent  t o  Col l inson]  

Viburnum m x n i f o l i a  [Viburnum spinosum - S m d l  l3laclr Haw] 
I.  1731 
Broadside Catalogue 

Viburnum ruf idulum [V, - I )  pruni fo l ium - Great  Black Haw] 
I. 1883 
Broadside Catalogue 

Viburnum t r i l obum [V. t r i l o b a  - Xountain Viburnum) . 1 2  
Broadside Catalogue 

V i t i s  a e s t i v a l i s  [Ti. v i n i f e r a  - Bunch Grape] 
Srodas ide  Catalogue 

V i t i s  l a b r u s c a  [V. - labmisea - Small Blue Grape] 
T T - l T 5 7  
Broad-side Catalogue 
Pa ren t  o f  most American c u l t i v a t e d  Grapes 
P e t e r  Col l inson t o  John Bartram February 1 3 ,  1753, Wildman 
T r a n s c r i p t i o n s  

T am persuaded i f  c u t t i n g s  s k i l l f u l l y  taken 
from your wilde Vines, t h e r e  i s  no doubt 
o f  t h e i r  growing always t a k e  a c u t t i n g  a t  
a joynt  w i th  a kno t  or knub o f  t h e  o l d  wood 
t o  it i n  l e n g t h  3 j oyn t s  and then  bury t h e  
whole i n  t h e  Ground only  covering t h e  upper 
bud wi th  an inch  o f  mould over  it t h a t  it 
m y  e a s i l y  s t r i k e  through Le t  t h e  p lace  
be shady and t h e  ground w e l l  digged As 1 
Emow your v ines  are long  Joynted, t h e y  may 
be l a i d  a t  a s l a n t .  This  work may be done 
i n  t h e  autuim bu.t he re  wee t h i n k  it b e t t e r  
t o  make c u t t i n g s  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  and t i e  them 
i n  Bundles and s t i c k  them h a l f  deep i n  
shallow wate r  and s o  l e t  t h e n  lay u n t i l  t h e  
mid o f  " larch o r  A p r i l  and n o t  one w i l l  m i s s  
t h a t  has  a knot o f  2 or more yea r s  wood a t  
i t s  end i f  cu r ious  Paowing people was t o  
s ea rch  your count ry  t h e r e  i s  no doubt t h e y  
would find Grapes o f  var ious  exce l lcncys  
eC worth c u l t i v a t i n g  Carry some o l d  ldhite 
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or Red Cloth and t i e  t o  them t h a t  t h e y  
might be e a s i e r  found a t  a proper  season 
t o  make l a y e r s  o r  c u t t i n g s ,  f o r  i n  seed 
t h e r e  i s  no dependence n o t  one i n  a 
hundred w i l l  come up t o  t h e  Or ig ina l .  

V i t i s  r i  a r i a  [V. va lp ina  - Fox Grape - Red, S lack  & White] 

Broadside Catalogue 
r;l-F;sSp--- - - 
Wisteria f r u t e s c e n s  [Glycine f m t e s c e n s  - 
1. 172 4- 
Broadside Catalogue 

Yucca sp. [Yucca] 
John EGtrarn t o  Alexander Catcot  November 

I have s e n t  t h e  . . . one r o o t  o f  
I s l i m e d  one o f f  m y  o l d  r o o t s  i n  

Kidney .Bern Tree] 

2b., 1743, Wildman 
Yucca 
ye s p r i n g  

and p l an ted  it f o r  i h e e  which 1 now send 
I t s  f lowers  a r e  Ef f o o t  high wi th  n e a r  a 
hundred f lowers  on each s t a l k .  

Zznthoxylum aniericanum [Eanthoxilum virginianum - Tooth Ach 
Tree I 
1. t 6  Zngland 1740 
Broadside Catalogue 
John Bartram to P e t e r  Col l inson June 21, 1743, Wildman Tran- 
s c r i p  t ions  

T:le have had 2 exceedl ing  mild w i n t e r s  inso- 
much t h a t  ye xanthoxilum which I brought 
from ye Capes o f  Chesapeake was n o t  i n j u r e d  
by ye f r o s t s  We have one sort growing by 
s p o t s  a l l  ye way from Potomac t o  Hudson's 
River  about 6 f o o t  h igh  but  n o t  s o  ho t  t o  
ye last but  warm enough t o  be troublesome 
when chzwed 

John Sartram t o  P h i l i p  T l i l l e r  November 3 ,  1756, Wildman 
T r a n s c r i p t i o n s  

but  what indu-ced me c h i e f l y  t o  sea rch  t h e s e  
swamps was a c e r t a i n  information t h a t  ye 
l e  s s e r or no rt he r n  xan t hoxi  l u m  growe d 
p l e n t i f u l l y  about he re  where I hoped t o  
f i n d  ye female kind t h a t  bore  seed . . . 
for a l t h o  it grows between ye mountains 
o f  V i r g i n i a ,  pens i lvan ia  i n  ye g r e a t  v a l e  
and york government about Dr. Coldens y e t  
I never  sa! any bear seed but  a few bushes 
between Coldens and Goshen but  i n  t h e s e  
swamps i n  e a s t  J e r s e y  i t  grows 9 o r  10 f o o t  
h igh  a s  t h i c k  a s  my arm and f u l l  o f  r e d  



b e r r i e s  o r  r a t h e r  capsula  for when ye 
capsula  t u r n s  r ed  ye seed i s  most o f  it 
c a s t  ou t  a s  I found t o  my disappointment 
t h a t  a h a t f u l  of  red capsula  would n o t  a f f o r d  
half a spoonful  o f  seed but  when ye cap- 
s u l a  i s  j u s t  t u r n i n g  from f l e s h  c o l o r  t o  
red then  g a t h e r  them as  t h a y  spread 
p rod ig ious ly  & send f o r t h  s tens  frorn ye 
r o o t s  a t  remote d i s t a n c e s  from ye mother 
s t o c k  I brought s e v e r a l  o f  them home and 
p l an ted  which ha th  s i n c e  sho t  ou t  green 
l eaves .  



APPENDIX IT1 

INTERPRETIV3  NOTES 

Bulbs 

P e t e r  Col l inson t o  John Bartram, June 19, 1735, Wildman 
T r a n s c r i p t i o n s  
L i s t  o f  Bulbs s e n t  by Coll inson t o  Bartram 

2 Cyclamens Colchicums 
S q u i l l s  Hyacinths 
PCale Peonys Wood Anemones 
Double Palewort F i e ry  Red L i l i e s  
Gladeolus Hyacinths o f  Peru 
Double White Saxi f rage  
Great Snow Drop Tul ips  
Double Snow Drop Ranunculas 

P e t e r  Col l inson %o John Bartram, J u l y  10, 1739, Wildman 
T r a n s c r i p t i o n s  

I have s e n t  a few double t u l i p s  t o  orna- 
ment your garden eC a few Seeds Some 
o f f s e t t s  of  b e s t  breeding Tu l ips  which 
a r e  Endowed w i t h  a wonderful f a c u l t y  of  
Divers ie  ( d i v e r s i t y )  i n t o  a v a r i e t y  of  
c o l o r s  Consult 14 i l le r  i n  t h e i r  c u l t u r e  

F e t e r  Col l inson t o  John Bartram, October 20, 1740, Wildman 
T r a n s c r i p t i o n s  

Inc losed  i s  t h e  Nales Receipt f o r  a 
Box of Bulbs Directed f o r  t h e e  Idake much 
of  them f o r  t h e y  a r e  Such a Co l l ec t ion  as 
i s  Rarely t o  be Ne t t  wi th  a l l  a t t  once 
F o r  a l l  t h e  S o r t s  of  Sulbous Roots being 
taken up t h i s  yea r ,  t h e r e  is Some o f  Every 
S o r t  t h e r e  is  above 20  s o r t s  o f  Crocus 
as tnany of Narcissus a l l  our S o r t s  of 
1"artigons 83: L i l l i e s ,  wi th  g l a d i o l a s  Orni- 
thagolums, mol lys  Iris - wth many o t h e r s  
I don ' t  now remember which Time w i l l  show 
thee  It i s  l i k e l y  Some Sorts t h e e  may 
Have but I be l i eve  t h e r e  i s  more t h a t  you 
have no t  So pray t ake  ca re  o f  t h e s e ,  g ive  
them good S o i l  & keep them c l e a r  from weeds - 

Var ie ty  of O f f s e t s  of 
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which a r e  a g r e a t  p re jud ice  t o  t h e s e  
f lowers  i n  t h e  Spring 

John Bartram t o  Pe te r  Col l inson ,  Play 1, 1763 
f o r  I have thousands o f  ye common s o r t s  
(o f  Bulbs) which may be s e n t  a l i v e  t o  
ye utmost p a r t s  o f  ye e a r t h  wi th  one ly  
n a i l i n g  up i n  a d r y  box. 

Compost i n g  

Dr. J. F o t h e r g i l l  t o  John Bartram, Play 1, 1769, Wildman 
T r a n s c r i p t i o n s  

I t h i n k  t h e r e  i s  a s h o r t e r  method 
and l e s s  expensive o f  making a n a t u r a l  
s o i l  f o r  a l l  your wi ld  p l a n t s  than  i s  
g e n e r a l l y  knswn. I n  t h e  Autum c o l l e c t  
a l a r g e  q u a n t i t y  o f  t h e  new f a l l e n  l eaves  
o f  a l l  s o r t s  of  t r e e s .  Dig a hole  i n  a 
vacant  s p o t  & f i l l  it wi th  l a y e r s  of  
l e a v e s  and l a y e r s  o f  e a r t h  dug ou t  o f  t h e  
hole .  Do t h i s  every  f a l l  of  t h e  l e a v e s  
and a good compost w i l l  be formed i n  
which a11 s o r t s  of  seeds and p l a n t s  w i l l  
f l o u r i s h  t h a t  a r e  n a t i v e s  t o  t h e  country. 
I f  t h e  e a r t h  dug ou t  o f  t h e  hole  i s  no t  
sandy, t h i s  had b e t t e r  be thrown away 
and t h e  ho le  f i l l e d  wi th  l e a v e s  & sand. 

It w i l l  be proper  t h a t  t h i s  shou1.d 
l y e  t o  r o t  t w o  yea r s  before  it is  used, 
but  by making such a p repa ra t ion  annual ly  
enough w i l l  be a t  hand f o r  every  purpose. 

Herbarium Specimens 

P e t e r  Col l inson t o  John Bartram, January 24, 1735, Wildman 
T r a n s c r i p t i o n s  . . , g a t h e r  Branches o r  Sp r igs  of  t h e  

P l a n t  then  2n f lower wi th  t h e i r  Flowers 
on eC with t h e i r  seed Vesse l l s  f u l l y  
Formed f o r  by t h e s e  Two Char i s t i cks  t h e  
Genus i s  Inown t h a t  t h e y  belong t o  
Then t ake  t h e s e  & Spread them between 
t h e  s h e e t s  o f  Brown paper  Laying t h e  
Stems S t r a i g h t  Zc Leaves Smooth & R e p l a r  
& when t h i s  i s  Done p u t t  a 111oderate 
Weight on a Board t h e  S ize  o f  t h e  Faper 
i n  Two Days Remove t h e  Specimens i n t o  
t h e  Other Q u i r e  of Brown paper keeping 
t h e  Weight on & then  i n  a Yeek o r  Two 
being p r e t t y  w e l l  d r i e d  Convey them thence 
i n t o  t h e  Quire o f  Whited Brown paper 
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Thus when now & t hen  thee  observes  
a Curious odd p l a n t  t h e e  may t r e a t  it i n  
t h i s  manner by which thee  w i l l  convey a 
more L ive ly  Idea  then  t h e  b e s t  Descr ip t ion  
& when t h e  g a t h e r s  seeds  Hark t h e  Same 
Number on t h e  seeds  as  t h e e  Marks i n  t h e  
Sheet where thee Specimen i s  So once a 
y e a r  Returne ?le t h e  Quire of  Whited Brown 
paper wi th  t h e  d r i e d  Specimens Tied Fas t  
between Two Boards & t hen  I w i l l  send 
some More i n  t h e i r  Roome When t h e  Shee ts  
o f  paper w i l l .  Hold it p u t t  one Two o r  
Three Specimens o f  t h e  same p l a n t  on t h e  
Same s h e e t  So t h e y  Play Lay smooth by each 
o t h e r  

P e t e r  Col l inson t o  John Bartram, January 24, 1735, Wildman 
T r a n s c r i p t i o n s  

Besides what I have f u r t h e r  t o  propose by 
t h i s  Tlethode i s  t h y  own Improvement i n  t h e  
knowledge o f  p l a n t s  f o r  thou s h a l l  Send Nee 
another  Quire o f  Duplicates  o f  t h e  Same 
Specimens. 
Most knowing Bo tan i s t s  & then  Returne them 
aga in  which w i l l  Improve t h e e  Islore t h e n  
Books f o r  It  i s  Impossible f o r  any one 
a u t h o r  t o  g ive  a General His tory  of p l an t s .  

Had Specimens accompanied t h y  Curious account 
o f  your Okes, it had been worth p r i n t i n g  but  
it is  a l l  a dead L e t t e r  without  a view o f  
t h e  Real Sub jec t s  & t h a t  i s  t h e  Case of t h e  
f i n e  Specimen of Pine a t  t h e  head ( o f )  
Delaware No cone s o  i s  u s e l e s s  pre the  
Dear John f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  never  send no 
accounts  of any p l a n t  without  a specimen 
1 should be g l ad  t o  see  Specimens of  t hose  
anonimous p l a n t s  thou observed i n  t h e  
Beaut i fu l  p l a i n  o f  Egg Harboyr 

I w i l l  g e t  them named by Our 

P e t e r  Col l inson t o  John Bartram, 1752?, Wildman Transcrip- 
t i o n s  

John Bartram's Value t o  H i s  Correspondents 

Note i n  F e t e r  Col l inson ' s  handwriting, p. 82 of  Linnaean 
Soc ie ty ' s  Nicrof i lm f 629 ,  American Phi losophica l  Soc ie ty  . . . my corr!merce wi th  ou r  Colonies i s  t h e  

Course o f  t r a d e  and my Love f o r  p l a n t i n g s  
and improvement put  me e a r l y  i n  t h e  scheme 
o f  procuring seeds as well for my own p lan t -  
i n g  as  Others  but  it w a s  many yea r s  before  
I could do anything t o  any purpose u n t i l  



l ucky ly  - anno - 1733 - I w a s  recommended 
t o  Bartram, a n a t i v e  o f  Pens i lvania  ( s i c )  

I_ 

a m .  

John Bartram t o  P h i l i p  N i l l e r ,  Apr i l  20, 1755,  Wildman Tran- 
s c r i p t i o n s  

I have an  account t h a t  he [Linnaeus] 
ha th  publ ished l a t e l y  conta in ing  a l l  o u r  
n o r t h  american p l a n t s  which K a l m  observed 
when he w a s  w i th  US. I shewed him many 
t h a t  he s a i d  was a new genus & t h a t  Lineus 
must make many a l t e r a t i o n s  when he w a s  by 
him more t r u l y  informed o f  t h a i r  t rue  
c h a r a c t e r s  a s  I should soon see when t h a y  
was p r i n t e d  1 long t o  see t h e s e  books t o  
see i f  t h a y  have done mee j u s t i c e  as K a l m  
promised m e  

P h i l i p  PEller t o  John Bartram, February 1 5 ,  1757, Wildman 
T r a n s c r i p t i o n s  

I rece ived  your l e t t e r  da ted  t h e  t h i r d  
o f  November l a s t  sumiier I have t h e  d i s -  
ag reab le  account t h a t  n e i t h e r  o f  my l e t t e r s  
wrote l a s t  summer have come t o  your hands; 
f o r  which 1 a m  extremely s o r r y ,  because 
t h e r e  were some q u e r i e s  t h e r e i n  which 1 
should have been g lad  t o  be informed 
about ;  e s p e c i a l l y  a t  t h i s  t ime,  when I a m  
r e v i s i n g  t h e  Gardener's Dict ionary,  

P h i l i p  PJlilXer t o  John Bartram, January 1 2 ,  1758, Wildman 
Transc r ip t ions  

t h e  specimens you was s o  good a s  t o  send 
me by Capt, Lyon would have been a t r e a s u r e  
had t h e y  a r r i v e d  Safe but  h i s  Ship was 
taken  by t h e  French s o  those  a r e  a l l  Lost  
which i s  a g r e a t  misfor tune a t  t h i s  time 
when they  would have been a g r e a t  s e r v i c e  
t o  me i n  a s c e r t a i n i n g  t h e  names of  some 
p l a n t s  which remain doubtful :  f o r  though 
many o f  t h e  p l a n t s  o f  your country do begin 
t o  t h r i v e  here  i n  s e v e r a l  Gardens ye t  t h e y  
are  not  some t o  t h e  s t a t e  o f  f lowering o r  
producing t h e  f r u i t ,  f o r  which reason f a i r  
specimens of them a r e  o f  more value here  
and as  my Hortus Siccus i s  now r e p l e a t  with 
nea r  t e n  thousand specimens, s o  I a m  very  
s o l i c i t o u s  t o  make it as  complete as  I can 

John Bartram t o  P h i l i p  fJ ' l i l ler ,  February 18, 1759, Wildman 
Transc r ip t ions ,  

t h i s  w i n t e r  I have very  d i l i g e n t l y  persued 
t h y  f i g u r e s  and Gardeners d i c t i o n a r y  
be l i ev ing  them t o  be ye compleatest  work 



of  t h a t  kind e x t a n t  but  1 f i n d  many o f  
our country p l a n t s  emi t ted  by reason of  
no t  being f u l l y  aquain ted  wi th  them which 
I hope i n  a few yea r s  t o  f u r n i s h  t h e e  
wi th  specimens o r  growing p l a n t s  i n  o r d e r  
t o  compleat a u s e f u l  . . apendis  

All B o t a n i s t s  w i l l  Joyn wi th  ITee i n  
thanking my Dear John f o r  h i s  unwearied 
Pa ins  t o  G r a t i f y  every  I n q u i s i t i v e  Genius. 

s e v e r a l  of my f r i e n d s  put  me upon sending 
some,of my new discovered specimens t o  ye 
King t o  t r y  my success  
have a l i t t l e  Box of  such specimens as I 
a m  s u r e  he never  found & 1 be l i eve  never  
come t o  England before  I s e n t  them ye 
Box I s e n t  t o  t h y  ca re  wi th  a l e t t e r  t o  
ye King under  cover t o  t hee  which pray 
d e l i v e r  t o  h i s  majesty o r  i f  t hee  ha th  
n o t  freedom t o  do it pray d e l i v e r  it t o  
D r .  P r i n g l e  whom Benjamin Frankl in  promises 
t o  acquain t  wi th  ye whole a f f a i r  

P e t e r  Col l inson t o  John Bartram, A p r i l  9, 1765, Wildman 
T r a n s c r i p t i o n s  

P e t e r  Col l inson t o  John Bartram, June 30, 1763 

John Bartram t o  P e t e r  Col l inson ,  September 23,  1764, Wildman 
T r a n s c r i p t i o n s  

accord ingly  I 

I have t h e  p leasure  t o  In fo rm my Good 
Friend t h a t  my Repeated S o l i c i t a t i o n s  have 
n o t  been i n  Vain f o r  t h i s  Day T rece ived  
Cer t a in  T n t i l l i g e n c e  from our Gracious 
King t h a t  He had appointed t h e e  H i s  Botan is t  
w i th  a S a l a r y  of  F i f t y  pounds a year  SC i n  
Fursuance t h e r e o f f  I rece ived  t h e  F i r s t  
h z l f  yea r s  payment of  t h y  S a l a r y  Being 
twenty f i v e  pounds 

I saw t h e  Box of  p l a n t s  opened f o r  t h e  
king t h e y  a r e  i n  Good Order 8c a f i n e  Col- 
l e c t i o n  a s  i s  TbTine but  t h e r e  i s  some f o r m a l i t y  
t o  Del iver  t h e  Kings Box which w i l l  go t o  Kew 
Gardens where a l l  Vegetables a r e  t r e a t e d  wi th  
t h e  utmost Care & a l l  t h a t  t h e y  can do t o  
br ing  them t o  p e r f e c t i o n  i n  our  c l imate  
t h e  Kings specimens w i l l .  be ca re f ’u l ly  de l ive red  
I thank thee  f o r  mine 

P e t e r  Col l inson t o  John Bartram, February 17, 1767 

P l a n t  Breedinp. 

John Bartram t o  %illian? Syrd of V i r g i n i a ,  1739, Wildman 
T r a n s c r i p t i o n s  
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I have made s e v e r a l  success fu l  
experiments,  o f  t h e  j o i n i n g  o f  s e v e r a l  
s p e c i e s  of t h e  same genus, whereby I have 
obta ined  cu r ious  mixed c o l o r s  i n  f lowers ,  
never  known before ,  but  t h i s  r e q u i r e s  an 
accu ra t e  observa t ion  and judgement, t o  
know t h e  p r e c i s e  time 
p r a c t i c a l  observa t ions  t o  open a g a t e  i n t o  
a very  large f i e l d  of  experimental  knowledge, 
which, i f  j u d i c i o u s l y  improved, may be a 
cons iderable  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  beauty o f  t h e  
f l o r i s t ' s  garden 

I hope by t h e s e  

P l a n t  Co l l ec t ion ,  Shipping and In t roduc t ion  t o  Europe 

P e t e r  Col l inson t o  John Bartram, January 20, 1734, Wildman 
Transc r ip t ions  

Dear f r i e n d  I only  mention t h e s e  p l a n t s  bu t  
I beg of  t h e e  no t  t o  neg lec t  ye more material 
a f f a i r s  t o  o b l i g e  mee A g r e a t  many may be 
p u t t  i n  a Sox 2 0  Inches  o r  two f e e t  square 
and 1 5  o r  16 high and a f o o t  i n  Earth i s  
enough t h i s  may be p u t t  under t h e  Capt tns  
bed o r  s e t t  i n  ye Cabin i f  it is  s e n t  i n  
Octobr o r  Novembe Nai l  a few small narrow 
l a t h s  a c r o s s  it t o  keep t h e  Catts from 
Scra tch ing  It 

I hope Thee had T'Iine p e r  Cap. Davis 
w i th  a box of Seeds i n  Sand eC 2 p a r c e l l s  o f  
Seeds p e r  my good f r i e n d  I s a c c  Nor r i s  Jr. 

P e t e r  Col l inson t o  John Eartram, June 19, 1735, Wildman 
T r a n s c r i p t i o n s  

I s h a l l  on ly  observe when t h e e  Sends 
another  t u b  o f  p l a n t s  t h a t  a f o o t  deep i n  
mould i s  enough for herbaceous p l a n t s  & 
t h a t  t hee  make h o l e s  i n  t h e  Rottome an inch  
i n  diameter  & cover wi th  S h e l l s  t o  d re ine  
t h e  Water t h e  Tub thee  Sent w a s  very  Wett 
& if t h e  p l a n t s  had Lain Long o r  had had 
I'Iuch Stlett would be Rotted f o r  want o f  
l a m e r  Vents 

Pe te r  Colli&on t o  John Eartram, February 3 ,  1738, Wildman 
Transcr iDt ions  

?.his a c c i d e n t l y  Brings t o  mind a very  p r e t t y  
methode by which p l a n t s  w i l l  keep f r e s h  3 
or L p  days on a Journey, Take 3 o r  4 l a r g e s t  
o f  b ladders  Cut t  o f  t h e  neck high and when 
a p l a n t  i s  found t ake  it up with a L i t t e l  
earth to t h e  roots putt t h i s  i n t o  t h e  
Bladder Then put  water i n t o  t h e  b ladder  
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t o  cover t h e  r o o t s  then  t i e  up t h e  
neck o f  t h e  b ladder  Close round t h e  
s t a l k  of  t h e  p l a n t  Leaving t h e  l e a v e s  
and f lowers  without  Large p l a n t s  
won't do so  w e l l  but  s e v e r a l  Small 
p l a n t s  may be p u t t  i n  a Blader when 
Tied hang it t o  t h e  pummel o r  S k i r t  
o f  t h y  Saddle o r  any o t h e r  Convenient 
Way thee  may choose i f  t h e  water  waste 
add more t h e s e  p l a n t s  wi th  L i t t l e  
t r o u b l e  may be kept a Long While Fresh 
it is  always b e s t  i f  water  can be had 
t o  add it Immediately a t t  t a k i n g  up t h e  
p l a n t  

John Bartram t o  P e t e r  Col l inson ,  May 1738, Wildman Tran- 
s c r i p t  i o n s  

I n  t h y  l e t t e r  of December 20th thee  

but  

supposes me t o  spend 5 o r  6 weeks i n  
c o l e c t i o n s  f o r  you and t h a t  t e n  pound 
w i l l  d e f r a y  a l l  my annual  expences 
I a s s u r e  t h e e  I spend more then  twice t h a t  
t ime and ye t e n  pound w i l l  n o t  a t  a moder- 
a t e  expense d e f r a y  my charges abroad beside 
my neg lec t  of  b u s i n i s  a t  home i n  falowing 
ha rves t  & a t  seed  t ime . . . y e t  I dont 
begrudge my l a b o r  but  would do anything 
reasonable  t o  s e rve  you but  by ye seque l  
o f  t h y  l e t t e r  you a r e  n o t  s e n s i b l e  o f  ye 
4 th  p a r t  o f  ye pa ins  I t a k e  t o  ob l ige  you. 

P e t e r  Col l inson t o  John Bartram, A p r i l  1 2 ,  1739, Wildman 
T r a n s c r i p t i o n s  

Now Dear Frd John I come t o  thank t h e e  
f o r  t h y  cur ious  Co l l ec t ion  of  Living P l a n t s  
f o r  my s e l f  Sut Oh Sad S to ry  f o r  t o  t e l l  
n o t  t h e  Leas t  Glimpse of  one was t o  be Seen; 
i f  t h e  unworthy Captain had s e t t  t h e  case 
only  i n  h i s  Cabbin a l l  had been Safe R u t  
it w a s  Stowed i n  t h e  Deck above t h e  Hold and 
Covered a l l  over  w i th  pipe Staves;  but a l l  
t h i s  might have been t o l e r a b l e  i f  t h a t  
Mschjevous  Vermin t h e  Ratts had not  f e l l  
on board it f o r  s o  it was when I came t o  
g e t  it o c t  of t h e  Ship So behold Two n e s t s  
o f  young Callow R a t t s  was k ind led  t h e r e  and 
I t a k e  it what w i th  t h e i r  trarnpti.ng, s h i t i n g  
82 p i s s i n g  Everything above t h e  Ground was 
wholly Destroyed; and 1 arn a f r a i d  by t h e i r  
p i s s i n g  and dunging has  Effec ted  t h e  Hoots 
f o r  on ly  One appear'd t o  have l i f e  It 
gr ieved  mee t o  t h e  h e a r t ,  t o  s ee  so  many 
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Curious t h i n g s  and So much Labour & pa ins  
l i k e  t o  be des t royed  by t h e s e  n a s t y  Crea tures  
and t h e  Neglect of t h e  cap ta in  but  f o r  t h e  
f u t u r e  I must Desire  t h e e  t o  p u t t  t h e  Live- 
i n g  t h i n g s  i n  a Less Case which t a k e s  up So 
much room t h a t  u n l e s s  it is  a Large Ship 
t h e r e  i s  n o t  room f o r  it f o r  a11 t h e  Sodds 
of  p l a n t s  might have been packed i n  h a l f  
t h e  Roome which would save a g r e a t  Deal of 
f r e i g h t  f o r  t h e  knows t h e  Earth about them 
i s  on ly  Intended t o  keep them Fioist till 
t h e y  Come Here and then t h e y  a r e  soon t r ans -  
p l an ted  So t h a t  t h e  Sods may be t h r u s t s  a s  
Close a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  one another  2 Inches 
of  Ear th  below & Covered 2 inches  may be 
s u f f i c i e n t  t o  Convey them Hei ther ,  be su re  
7.lake t h e  Bottome f u l l  o f  Large Holes and 
r a t h e r  t o  make Two Smal l  Cases which a r e  
more manageable and more convenient t o  be 
Stowed then  Such a Large One a s  t h i s  Last 
which I be l i eve  weighed 2 or 3 hundred Wate 
and a s  much as  two men could c a r r y  

John Bartram t o  P e t e r  Col l inson ,  J u l y  1739, Wildman 

l?hr ight  which was very acceptab le  as a l s o  
ye Cash which came i n  ye very n i ck  of time 
when I wanted t o  pay ye morgage i n t e r e s t  
it was h e l p  i n  time o f  need & a demonstra- 
t i o n  of t h y  regard  f o r  my wel fare  Zi readi -  
n e s s  t o  ob l ige  me which l a y s  me under an 
o b l i g a t i o n  t o  watch & improve a l l  opertun- 
i t i e s  wherein I can g r a t i f i e  t hee  

John Bartram t o  J .  S ,  Cressy, F a l l  1741?, Wildman 
a t  p re sen t  my Circumstances w i l l  no t  alow 
me time t o  r a i s e  any q u a n t i t y  of  k i tchen  
garden seeds  I a m  s o  o f t e n  abroad upon 
long Journeys i n  making d i s c o v e r i e s  of  
animals & v e g i t a b l e s  aC f o s i l s  & i n s e c t s  
t o  ob l ige  my corespondents i n  England 
holand f rance  aC sweden s o  t h a t  my time 
is  mostly spent  t h i s  way i n  ye sommer 
season except  i n  ha rves t  time. 

I have rece ived  t h y  kind l e t t e r  by 

John Oartram t o  P e t e r  Col l inson ,  May 27, 1743, kiildman Tran- 
s c r i p t i o n s  

I a m  g r a t e f u l  t o  my good f r i e n d  S i r  
Hans Sloan f o r  h i s  f i n e  p re sen t  o f  5 
guineus being he ha th  so  generously 
bestowed it  upon mee 1 d e s i r e  t h e e  would 
send me a s i l v e r  can o r  cup as b ig  SC good 
a s  t h e e  can g e t  f o r  t h a t  sum which I o r  
mine may keep t o  e n t e r t a i n  our  f r i e n d s  with- 
a l l  i n  remembrance of  my noble benefac tor  



John Bartram t o  D r ,  Gronovious, December 15, 1746, Wildman 
T r a n s c r i p t i o n s ,  p. 269 

I have n o t  t r a v e l e d  much abroad t h i s  
year  by reason of  ye wars & t r o u b l e s  both 
i n  europe & our  own back enhab i t an t s  ye 
f rench  i n d i a n s  ha th  been very  troublesome 
which ha th  made t r a v a i l  very dangerous 
beyond our  i n h a b i t a n t s  where I used t o  
f i n d  many c u r i o s i t i e s  indeed t h e s e  
t roub lous  t imes  i s  a g r e a t  hindrance t o  
any cu r ious  e n q u i r i e s  

John Bartram t o  P e t e r  ColLinson, January 3 0 ,  1748, Wildman 
T r a n s c r i p t i o n s  

i t  w a s  n o t  s a f e  going beyond ye mountains 
f o r  f e a r  of  ye french ind ians  

P e t e r  Col l inson t o  John Bartram, March 3 ,  1747, Wildman 
T r a n s c r i p t i o n s  

but  keep a l l  u n t i l 1  a Peace which I hope 
cannot be a g r e a t  Way o f f  f o r  a l l  S ides  
have spen t  t h e i r  TToney & when t h e  Sinews 
o f  War a r e  broke then  a l l  P a r t i e s  must 
agree  

John Rartram t o  P e t e r  Col l inson ,  January 3 ,  1748, Wildman 
T r a n s c r i p t i o n s  

it was no t  s a f e  going beyond ye mountains 
f o r  f e a r  of  ye f rench  i n d i a n s  

John Bartram t o  P e t e r  Col l inson ,  November 3 ,  1754, kTildman 
T r a n s c r i p t i o n s  

T have s e n t  thee  8c gordon s e v e r a l  

Fray send no more of anything cur ious  

evergreen & evergreen ramnas wi th  one or 
two o f  our h a i r y  mountain h a z e l s  w e l l  
wraped up i n  your d e a r  mossy conveyance 
pray  l e t  me know what success  by many 
experiments we ga in  knowledge i f  moss 
w i l l  do as w e l l  as e a r t h  it is  much 
l i g h t e r  I l a i d  some moss i n  ye bottom 
then 1 l a i d  ye r o o t s  c lose  6k strewed 
some f i n e  mould then I throwed some water  
on ye mould t o  s e t t l e  it round ye smal l  
f i b e r s  then I placed ye moss as c lose  
t o  roots a s  1 could pt about ye lower p a r t  
o f  ye stems then sp r ink led  more water  on 
ye moss then  put  more moss towards ye 
t o p  

P e t e r  Col l inson t o  John Bartram, J u l y  20, 1756, Wildman 
T r a n s c r i p t i o n s  

I t  g i v e s  ?,‘Ice F leasure  t o  Hear my o l d  
Friend i s  w e l l  I hope He w i l l  n o t  Expose 
himself  t o  Ind ian  C r u e l t i e s  & y e t  I want a 
doz Boxes o f  Seeds 



John Rartram t o  P e t e r  Col l inson ,  fiovcrnber 8 ,  1756, Wildman 
T r a n s c r i p t i o n s  . I have provided a f i n e  cargo t o  

send tr, i s  now ready t o  pack up a g a i n s t  
ye depa r tu re  . 
o f  p l a n t s  i n  e a r t h  but  I could not  persuade 
ye Captain t o  t ake  them he i s  s o  f u l l  
loaded w i t h  lumber 

John Bartram t o  P e t e r  Col l inson,  September 25 ,  1757, Wildman 
I am g l a d  t h a t  my cargo came s a f e  t o  

t h y  hands ?I was accep tab le  i n  some degree 
y e t  must recon myself i n  s e v e r a l  ca ses  
un fo r tuna te  
when I have endeavoured t o  g ive  ye g r e a t e s t  
s a t i s f a c t i o n  my labour  has  been ye l e a s t  
valued. Last yea r  t h e e  wrote t o  me t o  send 
t h e e  a v a r i e t y  o f  seed of ye f o r r e s t  t r e e s  
shrubs  & p l a n t s  f o r  t o  g ive  t o  t h y  f r i e n d s  
f o r  t h a t  t h a y  expected t h e e  was a b l e  t o  supply 
w i t h  v a r i e t y  & accord ingly  t o  they  e a r n e s t  
r eques t  I d i d  what 3: could t o  ob l ige  ba th  
t h e e  & f r i e n d s  & f r e e l y  s e n t  a v a r i e t y  which 
come s a f e  t o  t h y  hand; but  when I read  t h e s e  
l i n e s  i n  t h y  l e t t e r  (what d i d s t  mean t o  send 
mee s o  l a r g e  a box of seed it t o o k  much 
t r o u b l e  & t ime t o  p a r t  i t) t h i s  answer q u i t e  
a s ton i shed  me t o  t h i n k  i t  t r o u b l e  t o  p a r t  a 
few seeds  s e n t  ready t o  hand t o  ones in t ima te  
f r i e n d s :  I r e f l e c t e d  upon myself what pa ins  
I had taken t o  c o l l e c t  t h e s e  seeds  i n  s e v e r a l  
hundred mi l e s  t r a v a i l  d ry ing  packing boxing & 
s h i p i n g  8c a l l  t o  put  my f r i e n d s  t o  t r o u b l e  
indeed my good f r i e n d  i f  thee  was n o t  a widower 
I should be i n c l i n e d  t o  t e l  t hee  t h a t  even ould 
age advanced upon thee  as  f a s t  a s  upon myself 
& perhaps these  l i n e s  may given of fence  f o r  a s  
t imes  go now we must n o t  complain of n e i t h e r  
p r i v a t e  nor  publ ick  disappointments no no t  
t o  ones p e r t i c u l a r  f r i e n d s  . . 

Journa l  of T r i p  t o  Vi rg in i a  wi th  Son FTilliam, October 13-28, 
1757, Wildman T r a n s c r i p t i o n s  

came before  noon t o  Augusta cour t  house o r  
S t i n t o n  where ye people discouraged m e  f rom 
going any f u r t h e r  a long ye road toward Looneys 
f e r r y  t h a t  ye I n d i m s  had murdered many white  
people  about 30  mile d i s t a n c e  i n  ye same v a i l  
s o  I turned  t o  ye l e f t  toward ye South Noun- 
t a i n  in t end ing  t o  t a k e  ye Ped la r s  gap . . . 

I thought  t o  have s e n t  t h e e  2 boxes 

& i n  p e r t i c u l a r  i n  t h i s  t h a t  
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John Bartram t o  Son William, June 1761, PJildman Transcr ip-  
t i o n s  

ye p l a n t s  t ho  t h a y  misca r r i ed  being washed 
overboard which i f  t h a y  had n o t  t h a y  could 
n o t  have surv ived  ye improper time f o r  
sending them: ye one ly  t ime o f  sending 
r o o t s  is  between September et Apr i l  or Nay, 
w e l l  packed i n  e a r t h  & watered t h i n  n a i l e d  
up 3 placed i n  ye cabin o r  upper  course of 
ye hold wi th  l i d  uppermost as a box o f  
merchandise. 

I a m  ob l iged  f o r  t h y  ca re  i n  sending 

John Bartram t o  Vlilliarn Bartram, September 1, 1761, New York 
H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  Film 5 l k 7 ,  American Ph i losoph ica l  Soc ie ty ,  
Ph i l ade lph ia  

Cousin B i l l y  t e l l s  m e  t hee  and Brother 
i n t e n d s  t o  go t o  Georgia t h i s  f a l l .  
pray do so much t o  ob l ige  t h y  f a t h e r  a s  t o  
g a t h e r  a l l  t h e  seeds  t h e e  can f i n d  i n  t h a t  
journey o r  indeed anywhere you c e r t a i n l y  
have a g r e a t  v a r i e t y  t h a t  1 want very much . . e never  mind p u t t i n g  them s e p a r a t e ;  when 
t h e y  come up I s h a l l  know them t h e y  a r e  
l i g h t  c a r r i a g e  . e . save specimens o f  t h e  
r a r e  s o r t s  1 should l i k e  them w e l l  o f  
f lowering shrubs  I a m  always p leased  wi th  
S: evergreens above a l l  

So 

P e t e r  Col l inson t o  John Bartram, Eay 7,  1761, Wildman Tran- 
s c r i p t i o n s  

But  l ook  me ou t  a g a i n s t  next  year  some 
f i n e  Azaleas & Calmias Tie up t h e  r o o t s  
wi th  sodds o r  moss & Pack them up w e l l  i n  
Lioss i n  a Long Box I t h i n k  Alexanders 
came s o  and t h e y  look  a s  f r e s h  & f i n e  a s  
i f  J u s t  taken from t h e i r  n a t i v e  p lace  

John Bartram t o  William Bartram, September 1, 1761, New York 
H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty  F i l m  547, American Ph i losoph ica l  Soc ie ty  
L ib ra ry  

Captain Gully seems t o  be a c a r e f u l l ,  honest 
man, w i l l  come back t o  Ph i l ade lph ia  about t h e  
l a t t e r  end o f  October which w i l l  be a good 
time t o  t ake  up r o o t s  t o  send them. Thee 
~ O W S  how 1 send and pack up t h e  shrubs and 
r o o t s  t o  London. J u s t  s o  do mine and o r d e r  
them t o  be s e t  uppermost i n  t h e  hold.  Those 
s e n t  by him i n  t h e  s p r i n g  d o  f i n e l y  and grows 
w e l l  and t h a t  w i l l  be a f i n e  t i n e  and opper- 
t u n i t y  t o  s o  a l l  t h e  seed thee  can g a t h e r  
I hope a s e n s i t i v e  b r y a r  w i l l  be one 
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John Bartram t o  F e t e r  Col l inson ,  November 1761, Wildman 
T r a n s c r i p t i o n s  

my correspondents  n e a r  London w r i t e s  t o  me 
as f r e e l y  f o r  ye Carol ina p l a n t s  as  i f  t h a y  
thought  I could g e t  them a s  easy  a s  t h a y  ye 
p l a n t s  i n  ye European gardens t h a t  i s  t o  
walk a s  l e a s u r e  along ye a l l e y s  & d i g  what 
t h e y  p leased  ou t  of  ye bed wi thout  ye danger 
of  l i f e  o r  limb. 

TltJhen I w a s  i n  Newbern I searched ye 
a j a c e n t  woods wi th  a doc to r  where I found 
p l e n t y  o f  ye s o r r e l 1  t r e e s  o r  g r e a t  andromeda 
I shewed h i m  a p l a n t  I wanted s e n t  he prom- 
i s e d  me roundly t o  do it without  fail y e t  he 
never  s e n t  it t h o  n o t  a h a l f  a mile  t o  ye 
shipping:  t h e r e  is  a man t h a t  l i v e s  up t h a t  
r i v e r  t h a t  f r equen t  my house y e a r l y  who 
promised me to send a r o o t  i n  a box & t o  
engage him t o  perform h i s  promise 1 t o u l d  
him I would f i l l  ye same box back aga in  wi th  
ye r o o t s  he wanted much SO much t r o u b l e  1 
have t o  g e t  one r o o t  t h a t  will c o s t  me 40 
s h i l l i n g s  & one i n  London wants a dozen o f  
them eC perhaps would t h i n k  40 pence t o o  much 
t o  g ive  f o r  them. 

John Bartram t o  P e t e r  Col l inson ,  1762, PIildman Transc r ip t ion ,  

'but I had r a t h e r  n o t  send them any growing 
p l a n t s  I can s e l l  them here  f o r  twice 
what t h a y  w i l l  c a re  t o  g ive  & have my many 
d i r e c t l y  wi thout  any r i s k  o r  ensurance 

P*  572 

P e t e r  Col l inson-  t o  John Barkram, PSarch 11, 1763 
Since t h a t  I have s u f f e r e d  much concern 

f o r  t h e  Caro l ina  Capt Fr iend Kain being 
taken  by t h e  Spaniards  & c a r r i e d  i n t o  B i lboa  
but  as she was- taken 11 or 1 2  days a f t e r  t h e  
Trea ty  was Signed she has  been claimed & 1 
hour t h i s  day she will be de l ive red  I 
presume a l l  our Seed Boxes a r e  on Board bu t  
a s  i s  customary a11 l e t t e r s  were thrown 
over  board So s h a l l  be a t  a g r e a t  l o s s  t o  
f i n d  t h i n g s  

P e t e r  Col l inson t o  John Bartram, I!ay 10, 1763, Wildman 
T r a n s c r i p t i o n s  

F3y Las t  t o  t h e e  w a s  A p r i l  7 t h  by Pacquet 
g iv ing  an account o f  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  
Seeds a f t e r  a V i s i t  t o  Spain But f o r  want 
of  t h y  usual care  and exac tness  o r  perhaps 
l e f t  t o  some c a r e l e s s  person t o  pack up one 
of t h e  Boxes had but  e i g h t  S o r t s  o f  Seeds for 



93 

104 according t o  t h e  Catalogue 
& l u c k i l y  t h i s  f e l l  i n t o  Gordons Hands 
Had it f e l l  t o  any one Else  I should have 
ashamed eC confounded for my honour l a y  a t  
Stake f o r  1 assured  every  one t h e r e  was i n  
t h e  Boxes Seeds according t o  t h e  Catalogue 

happ i ly  

e . .  

John Bartram t o  P e t e r  Col l inson ,  August 8 ,  1763, V?ildman 
Transcr ip t ions ,  p. 597 

1 have t h i s  week rece ived  my dea r  
P e t e r s  l e t t e r  of flay ye packet which a t  
first s i g h t  a l lmos t  made my h e a r t  l e a p  f o r  
Joy  but  when 1 read  but  f o r  want o f  ca re  
and exac tness  or perhaps l e f t  t o  some care- 
l e s s  person t o  pack up one o f  ye boxes had 
but  8 s o r t s  of  seeds  i n s t e a d  of  109 t h i s  
h o c k e d  m e  down a t  once but  cons ider ing  
t h i s  w a s  n o t  ye 1st o r  2d or t h i r d  time t h a t  
I have been r a s h l y  censored t% reproached when 
I have hazarded l i f e  h l imb both my own & 
c h i l d r e n  us ing  my utmost endeavour t o  ob l ige  
my correspondents  I rev ived  aga in  s u r e l y  
you must t h i n k  I a m  a c a r e l e s s  f o o l  When 
I know from long experience t h a t  ye l e a s t  
n e g l e c t  will heap c o a l s  of  f i r e  upon my 
head but  ye method I t a k e  i t s  impossible 
t o  make such i? mistake , . but  I cant  
watch them a l l  a long a f t e r  u n t i l  t hey  come 
t o  your hands n o r  keep them f rom being 
r i f e l e d  n e i t h e r  on board ye s h i p  no r  a f t e r  
t h e y  a r e  landed 

P e t e r  Col l inson t o  John Bartram, January 1, 1764, Wildman 
T r a n s c r i p t i o n s  

It is  wi th  concern I hea r  o f  t he  
I n s u r e c t i o n  a t  F i t t s b u r g h  i n  such an 
Hurry I don' t  wonder ye Curious t h i n g s  
Suffered  t h e  l o s s  of t h e  a l e g a t o r  i s  
most t o  be r e g r e t t e d  i f  it ,is an a l l e g a t o r  - 
which I much doubt,  a s  t h e s e  animals have 
never  been found i n  such co ld  l a t i t u d e s ,  
but  few i n  No Carol ina & none e v e r  heard 
o f f  i n  V i rg in i a  

P e t e r  ' Coll inson to John Rartram, June 8 ,  1761,, Wildman 
I dont know what t o  do w i t h  t hese  

Germans; some of  t h e  Boxes was open'd eC 
plundered by t h e  Spanish,  one o f  Gordons 
I saw was so  served s o ;  poss ib ly  t h e s e  
might be s o  too. 



John Bush t o  John Bartram, undated, 1764, Wildman, p. 672 
t h e  l a s t  yea r s  Boxes of Seeds proved n o t  
t o  expec ta t ion  t h a t  i n  one o f  them were 
but  Eight s o r t s  of  seeds  i n  t h e  whole Box 
ye o t h e r  n o t  above h a l f  f u l l  

my f r i e n d s  i n  Germany a r e  no t  w i l l i n g  
t o  pay me t h e  f u l l  p r i c e  f o r  them but  1 
am i n  Hopes 1 s h a l l  g e t  payd for two Boxes 
f o r  which 1 s h a l l  be accountable  f o r  
t o  t h i s  yea r s  boxs I have no complaints f o r  
which I s h a l l  make my payment good for them 
t o  Kr. Coll inson.  

Dr. F o t h e r g i l  t o  John Bartram, Thy 1, 1769, Wildman 
There w i l l  be a cons iderable  demand f o r  

American Seeds t o  va r ious  p a r t s  of Germany; 
and were t h e r e  any i n  town I know t h e y  might 
be disposed o f  

a s  

P l a n t  Propagation 

See Chamzecyparis t hyo ides ,  Appendix T I  
P y r y s  cv. Lady P e t r e ,  Appendix TI 
111_ V i t i s  Ebrusca,-ndix I1 

F e t e r  Col l inson t o  John Bartram, January 20 ,  1734, Wildman 
T r a n s c r i p t i o n s  

I have put  i n  t h e  sand some vine c u t t i n g s  
and some o f  t h e  g r e a t  Neopolitan Tledlzrr which 
wee always g r a f t  on White Thorn and so  must 
you As soon as t h e s e  c u t t i n g s  come t o  hand, 
soake them a l l  over  i n  water  €or 24 hours then  
p l a n t  t h e  Vine t h e  e a r t h  being w e l l  loosened 
a s  deep a s  only  t h e  uppermost of t h e  c u t t i n g  
may be level with  t h e  e a r t h  Water them i n  
d r y  weather These seldom fail. growing t h e  
g r a f t s  a f t e r  soaking may be l a i d  i n  e a r t h  o r  
i n  a moist  p l ace  till g r a f t e d  which should be 
soon 

P e t e r  Col l inson t o  John Bartram, February 1, 1739, Wildman 
Transcr iDt ions  

I have a s t r o n g  opinion t h a t  our i I i s t l e t o e  
may be propagated wi th  you i n  a manner I have 
o f t e n  t r y ' d  wi th  success  and then again yours 
may be wi th  US.  I have s e n t  some b e r r i e s  i n  
a box TTy method i s  t o  choose t h e  smoothest 
s e c t i o n  of some branch of an apple  t r e e  & 
t h e r m  I b m i z e  t h e  S e r r y  but n o t  t h e  seed 
by ve r tue  o f  t h e  Glutimous I ' ia t ter  about it 
it w i l l  S t i c k  t o  t h e  Bark . . . Its  n a t u r a l  
way o f  propagat ion i s  by a th rush  t h a t  i s  
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fond of t h e  B e r r i e s  and l i v e s  mostly on them 
while  t h e y  l a s t  I n  dunging it i s  Squ i r t ed  
ou t  on Branches of  Trees where t h e y  happen 
t o  S e t t  I t  i s  s u r p r i z e i n g  t o  t h i n k  t h e  
Seed should preserve  i t s  Veg i t a t ive  Q u a l i t y  
through t h e  h e a t  o f  t h e  i n t e s t i n e s  of  t h e  
b i r d  & t h e  Glut inous p a r t  wi th  It t h u s  
whereon I t  l i g h t s  it S t i c k s  Fzs t  but  such 
i s  t h e  Order o f  providence and 2n Evidence 
o f  t h e  Great Wisdome and power of t h e  Crea tor  
t o  whom a l l  t h i n g s  a r e  poss ib l e .  

P e t e r  Gollinson t o  John Bartram, January 20, 1734, Wildman 
T r a n s c r i p t  i o n s  

I l a y  o u t  a Bed 5 or 6 f e e t  long and 
3 f o o t  S4ide then pare  o f f  t h e  Earth an Inch 
o r  Two Deep then  I Loosen t h e  bottome and 
Lay it ve ry  smooth aga in  and thereon ( i f  1 
may use t h e  T e r m )  I sow t h e  Sand and Seed 
t o g e t h e r  a s  t h i n  as I can then  I S i f t  
some good Earth over  it about h a l f  an Inch 
t h i c k  This  bed ought t o  be i n  Some p lace  
t h a t  it may no t  be Disturbed & keep'd very 
Clear  o f  Weeds for s e v e r a l  seeds  come n o t  
up till ye second year  

T u r t l e s  

F e t e r  Col l inson t o  John Bartram, September 3 ,  1735, Wildman 
T r a n s c r i p t i o n s  

E3y any of t h e  above c a p t a i n s  p l ease  t o  send 
mee a Terapin or 'Itro t h e  Larges t  t hee  happens 
t o  !leet With when it  i s  t h e  proper  Season 
i f  t h e y  a r e  p u t t  i n  a Large open h a l f  b a r r e l  
wi th  a l i t t l e  sand i n  t h e  bottome & a few 
c a r r o t s  or  Turnip Roots t o  Live on I fancy  
t h e y  w i l l  come s a f e  make h o l e s  i n  t h e  
bottome of t h e  Barrel  I n  case o f  Sez Water 
o r  Rain t h a t  it may d r a i n  off 

P e t e r  Col l inson t o  John B a r t r a m ,  December 20,  1737, Yiildman 
TranBcript i o n s  

I s h a l l  now t e l l  t hee  sonething which 
very .mch p l e a s e s  m e  SC w i l l  Surpr ize  thee  
t h e  90s of  T u r t l e  Zggs (which was an lngenous 
thought o f  t h i n e  t o  send)  on t h e  Day I 
brought it f r o m  the s h i p  being the 20th 
October I took off t h e  L i d  having a m i n d  
t o  sce  t h e  eggs 6i on peeping about 1 saw a 
l i t t l e  Head j u s t  above t h e  ground and whi1.e 
I was Looking I saw t h e  Ground move i n  ;i 



p lace  o r  two more 
o f  3 o r  L+ hours  e i g h t  t o r t o i s e s  was hatched 
it  was ve ry  worth observing how a r t f u l l y  
t h e y  disengaged themselves from t h e  S h e l l s  
t h e n  wi th  t h e i r  f o r e  f e e t  s c ra t ched  t h e i r  
Eyes open t h e y  have had many v i s i t o r s ,  
such a t h i n g  never  happening I dare s a y  i n  
England before.  

I n  s h o r t  i n  t h e  space 

Winter Hard i n  e s s 

John Bartram t o  P e t e r  Col l inson,  January 3 ,  1758, Wildman 
T r a n s c r i p t i o n s  

Our meridian sunshine i s  s o  h o t  t h a t  
it opens ye pores  & s e t s  ye sap  i n  motion 
& when ye n i g h t  approacheth ye f r o s t  is  s o  
i n t e n s e  t h a t  it congealeth & p u t s  a l l  i n  
d i s o r d e r  & ye t ende r  shrub p e r i s h e t h  s o  
t h a t  t h e s e  kind o f  t e n d e r i s h  p l a n t s  t h a t  
w i l l  endure your w i n t e r  f r o s t s  must be 
p l an ted  i n  our  e a s t e r n  expos i t ions .  I 
design t o  see  how our  f i g s  w i l l  bea r  such 
t rea tment  f o r  i n  a warm s i t u a t i o n  t h e y  are 
k i l l e d  t o  ye r o o t  every  w i n t e r  . b . 

John Bartram t o  P h i l i p  N i l l e r ,  February 18,  1758, Wildman 
Transc r ip t ions  

most of ye n a t i v e  p l a n t s  o f  ye temporate 
zone l o v e s  t o  b r e a t h  ye n a t u r a l  f r e s h  a i r  
and i n  t h a i r  dormant season ye Juces  w i l l  
bea r  a Congelation l i k e  p i smi res (? )  o r  ye 
worms i n  wood and t h a i r  o rgan ica l  v e s a i l s  
n o t  be l a c e r a t e d  provided ye congela t ion  
comes on gradualy  & ye S l u i d i t y  i s  r e s t o r e d  
as g r a d u a l l y  for 1 be l i eve  more f o r r e i g h t  
p l a n t s  i s  destroyed by o u r  su.ns h e a t  than  
by o u r  co ld  i n  common w i n t e r s  bu t  most 
c e r t a i n  t h a t  o u r  most i n t ence  f r o s t s  w i l l  
congeal ye j u i c e s  o f  some p l a n t s  more then  
t h a y  can bea r  in .  such case t h a y  should 
have some l i g h t  covering which should i n  
mod.erate weather be a l i t t l e  r a i s e d  t o  l e t  
i n  f r e s h  air but  n o t  sun sh ine  before  hard  
f r o s t s  i s  p a s t  eC then  it should n o t  i n  ye 
h o t t e s t  t ime o f  ye day u n t i l  ye buds begin 
t o  swell 

John Bartram t o  Pe te r  Col l inson,  Y7ay 1738, Wildman Tran- 
s c r i p t i o n s  

from being heaved ou t  o r  d i s t r o y e d  by ou r  
I observed t h y  advice t o  preserve  p l a n t s  
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severe  f r o s t  1 have t r y e d  t h i s  method 
s e v e r a l  y e a r s  bu t  it doth n o t  succed s o  w e l l  
he re  a s  it may wi th  you by reason of  ye 
d i f f e r e n c e  o f  ou r  w i n t e r s  being sometimes 
very  warm & when i n  a few houses most cold 
it i s  f r equen t  i n  ye middle o f  our  hard 
w i n t e r s  t o  have 2 o r  3 days o r  a week of  
very  warm weather  which, i f  t h a y  be covered 
w i l l  r o t  & i f  uncovered and w a r m  when we 
EO t o  bed a co ld  wind may r i s e  before  morning 
& f r e e z e  t e r i b l y  moreover moles 8s ground 
mice w i l l  s p o r t  here  

F e t e r  Col l inson t o  John Bartram, August 16, 1735, Wildman 
T r a n s c r i p t i o n s  

Vines which I could s c a r c e l y  Believe i n  s o  
south  a L a t i t u g e  t o  u s  you must do a s  t h e y  
do i n  Germany !;‘hen t h e  Frost S e t t e s  i n  
Dig Holes round t h e  Vines 6: Lay t h e  Las t  
yea r s  shoo t s  i n  & Cover them wi th  e a r t h  
t o  preserve  f rom t h e  F ros t  & a t t  Spring 
t a k e  them up aga in  & t hen  Frune them f o r  
Bearing 

If f r o s t  has such an e f f e c t  on t h e  


