
MSS295 Thomas M. Reynolds letters to Louisa J. Seward, American Civil War Digital
Collections: Letters, Special Collections, University of Delaware Library, Newark,

Delaware.

Special Collections Department, University of Delaware Library / Newark, Delaware 19717-5267 / Phone:
302-831-2229 / Fax: 302-831-6003 / URL:http://www.lib.udel.edu/ud/spec/

Terms Governing Use and Reproduction

Use of materials from this collection beyond the exceptions provided for in the Fair Use and Educational Use clauses
of the U.S. Copyright Law may violate federal law. Permission to publish or reproduce is required from the copyright
holder. Please contact Special Collections Department, University of Delaware Library,
http://www.lib.udel.edu/cgi-bin/askspec.cgi

Transciptions by Center for Digital Collections staff.

About this document
This document has been generated with RenderX XEP.					Visit http://www.renderx.com/ to learn more about					RenderX family of software solutions for digital					typography.

http://www.lib.udel.edu/ud/spec/
http://www.lib.udel.edu/cgi-bin/askspec.cgi


Sangster Station Va
May 14th 1864
My Dearest Lou
I have another opportunity of writing you a few lines.
Two days since we broke Camp at Licking Run 
moving back by Rail Road to this parish which is 
some 20 miles nearer Washington.

the Regiment is divided into ten parts Each Company
 occupying the Rail Road for at least ten miles. I am
 comfortably quartered in the County Almshouse of 
Fairfax County Va and am now writing on a very fine
 walnut table, which is almost the only evidence that



the old institution has seen better days, I hope it will
 not alarm you, my being in the County "[underline]
 Poor House [underline]," for such things you know
 will happen sometimes in the army. There are only
 about 6 inmates at this time. Of course, I am 
[underline] excepted [underline].

I have just heard that we move agian on to-morrow
 but it is only about 3 miles farther up the Road. It 
is the fate of Soldiers, when they get comfortably 
fixed in one place they are sure to be ordered away.

I have been long enough in the service now to 
quietly submit to any circumstances however hard.
 I have not yet received a letter from you. I am 
getting very impatient hope it will not be long now 
as our mails I think will come



regularly hereafter. The news from the army still 
continues to be very gratifying, the fighting is terrible
 and the killed and wounded are counted by 
thousands. yet we cannot expect to conquer them 
without losing heavily. I never felt so hopeful of 
seeing the end of the Rebellion as now. I think this 
summer and fall will close it. Will not that be a happy
 day that shall proclaim peace again to this distracted
 country. Then will I happily bid adieu to the Blood 
stained fields of Virginia to return to them no more 
as a Soldier.

Then Lou we shall be happy. far happier, for having
 been so long separated by the stern decree of war.
These are pleasant reflections



and most willingly does this mind dwell upon them.
 But I must close at present.

Let me hope you are enjoying good health. With the
 joyous spring and the many kind friends that 
surround you your spirits I know are also joyous.
Write often.

Address as formerly. I remain 
Ever Truly Yours
Tom
Lou J. Seward


