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Property Name: Woodside 

Location and Verbal Boundary Descript ion:  

Woodside i s  loca t ed  on rou te  435 (Choptank Road) . 2  mi les  n o r t h  of i ts  

junc t ion  wi th  rou te  432 .  The nominated a r e a  inc ludes  f o u r  a c r e s  on t h e  no r th  

s i d e  of r o u t e  435 conta in ing  t h e  house, ou tbu i ld ings ,  l a n e  and grounds. 

Owner: Thomas J. Stevens, Jr. 

R.D.1, P.O.Box 437 

Middletown, Delaware 

Descr ip t ion  : 

Woodside is a f i n e  and w e l l  preserved I t a l i a n a t e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l ,  s ta tement  

of t h e  type found throughout S t .  Georges Hundred and t h e  Levels .  The house 

has  survived without  any s i g i n i f i c a n t  s t y l i s t i c  a l t e r a t i o n s  s i n c e  i t  was con- 

s t r u c t e d  i n  1860. The L-shaped p lan  house i s  b u i l t  i n  b r i c k ,  s t r e t c h e r  bond, wi th  

f u l l  b r i c k  basement and double chimneys on t h e  nor thern  and southern  ends. Most 

t y p i c a l  of I t a l i a n a t e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  is  t h e  hipped roof wi th  widely overhanging 

eaves,  under which a r e  s i t u a t e d  e l a b o r a t e  b racke t s  running along t h e  corn ice .  Rem- 

nan t s  of a  widow's walk a r e  evi.dent.  The house i s  a  two s t o r y ,  f i v e  bay, cen te r  

f r o n t  passage p lan  wi th  a  f i v e  bay, h ighly  ornamented porch running t h e  l eng th  of 

t h e  house facade.  Windows a r e  two over two sash  wi th  marble l i n t e l s .  The s h u t t e r s  

a r e  paneled on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and louvered on t h e  second s t o r y .  The double door 

en t rance  bea r s  a  transom and s i d e  window l i g h t s  of b lue  and red  g l a s s .  Brackets 

a r e  used once aga in  above t h e  door. 

The rear. of t h e  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  changes t o  t h r e e  s t o r i e s ,  t h e  l i n t e l s  change 

t o  wood, and t h e  use of bracke ts  diminishes.  The frame s t r u c t u r e ,  assumed t o  pre- 

ceed t h e  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e ,  i s  a  two s t o r y ,  cen te r  f r o n t  passage,  s i n g l e  room dwell- 

i ng  wi th  one room above, and an a t tached  frame shed add i t i on .  

I n  an 1898 inventory  of Henry Clayton 's  e s t a t e ,  what has  become t h r e e  l a r g e  
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rooms by removal of a  d iv id ing  w a l l ,  was fou r ;  s i t t i n g  room, p a r l o r ,  d in ing  room 

and k i tchen .  The l a r g e s t ,  being t h e  p a r l o r  (18x20) conta ins  t h e  only f i r e p l a c e ,  t h e  

o t h e r  chimneys being e i t h e r  b l i n d  o r  simply s tove  flews. Decoration inc ludes  t h e  

pa in ted  s l a t e  mantels and heavy t r i m  around t h e  windows and baseboards.  Across t he  

h a l l  i n  t h e  d in ing  room, ghost l i n e s  i n  t h e  c e i l i n g  r e v e a l  t h e  p a s t  d i v i s i o n  be t -  

ween the  s i t t i n g  room and d in ing  room. I n  t h e  hallway t h e  window lit  s t a i r w e l l  

f e a t u r e s  a  f i gu red  wood bannis te r  te rmina t ing  i n  an octagonal  newel pos t  wi th  a  

removable i vo ry  bu t ton  fo r  s e c r e t  s t o r a g e  of va luable  documents. The k i t chen  fea-  

t u r e s  a  s tone  h e a r t h  and c i r c u l a r  s e r v i c e  s t a i r s  t o  t h e  second and t h i r d  f l o o r  

k i tchen  chambers. Within t h e  l e a n t o  frame s e c t i o n  i s  a  we l l .  

There a r e  numerous outbui ld ings  and s t r u c t u r e s  s i t u a t e d  c l o s e  t o  t h e  house. 

They a r e  a  s t a b l e ,  granary,  c a t t l e l d a i r y  barn,  equipment shed and water tower. 

These bu i ld ings  a r e  contemporary wi th  t h e  b r i c k  I t a l i a n a t e  s t r u c t u r e  (1860), t h e  

d a i r y  barn bu i ld ings  da t ing  somewhat l a t e r .  The equipment shed u t i l i z e s  unplaned 

cyprus pos t s  and shows evidence of reused t imbers .  The granary,  a  two s t o r y  

drive-through, double c r i b  s t y l e  i s  cons t ruc ted  wi th  massive hewn beams wi th  g r a i n  

chutes  and s l eeves  s t i l l  i n t a c t .  Behind t h e  ou tbu i ld ings  can be found t h e  remains 

of a peach orchard,  or importance i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  proper ty .  

H i s t o r i c a l  Background and S ign i f i cance  

Henry Clayton, who commissioned Woodside, s t ands  a s  a  c l a s s i c  example of t h e  

people involved i n  r ebu i ld ing  a c t i v i t y .  Yet i n  some ways he was excep t iona l ,  a s  

he and h i s  sons were experimental  farmers  and seemed never t o  experience t h e  same 

devas t a t ing  l o s s e s  t h a t  h i s  neighbors  d id .  Henry is  r e l a t e d  c l o s e l y  t o  many pro- 

minent Delawareans. He i s  t h e  son of Colonel Joshua Clayton, and grandson of t h e  

Honorable Thomas Clayton, a  Dover lawyer. H i s  g rea t -grandfa ther  was Governor 

Joshua Clayton, p re s iden t  and governor of Delaware. Governor Clayton was res -  

pons ib le  f o r  t h e  i n i t i a l  s e t t l i n g  of Claytons i n  S t .  Georges Hundred a s  he owned, 

along wi th  Governor Richard B a s s e t t ,  a  major po r t ion  of what i s  known a s  Bohemia 

Manor. Henry's g randfa the r ' s  cousin was John Middleton Clayton, considered by many 

t o  be t h e  most i n f l u e n t i a l  p o l i t i c a l  f i g u r e  i n  Delaware. 
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I n d i c a t i v e  of t h e  a d a p t a b i l i t y  and s u r v i v a l  i n s t i n c t  i nhe ren t  i n  t h e  Claytons 

i s  Henry's f a t h e r ,  Colonel Joshua Clayton, who r e l inqu i shed  a f t e r  f i v e  yea r s ,  a  suc- 

c e s s f u l  law c a r e e r  i n  Dover t o  "wres t le  w i th  t h e  clods" a t  Bohemia Manor "with ploughs 

which i n  t hose  days never had a  sha re  t o  p l ease  him, being badly shaped and were o f t e n  

made of wood." He rejuvenated t h e  deple ted  s o i l  us ing  innovat ive  farming techniques 

such a s  sub s o i l  ploughing, d i t c h e s ,  and " judic ious  use  of lime." H i s  solvency en- 

couraged o ther  neighbors such a s  B. T. Biggs t o  at tempt  t h e  same methods. 

Henry was one of t e n  c h i l d r e n  t o  r ece ive  a  po r t ion  of h i s  f a t h e r ' s  3,500 ac re s .  

By paying h i s  f a t h e r  $1.00 i n  1873, he purchased t h e  212 a c r e s  known a s  Woodside. 

Deeds i n d i c a t e  t h a t  Henry was l i v i n g  on the  proper ty  a t  t h e  t ime. H i s t o r i c a l  and Auto- 

biographi.ca1 Encyclopedia (1882) i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  house was b u i l t  i n  1860 when 

Henry was 21 yea r s  o ld .  Henry quick ly  saw t h e  p o t e n t i a l  of t h e  peach market and be t -  

ween 186.5-1875, he was one of t h e  most prosperous peach growers i n  S t .  Georges and t h e  

l a r g e s t  sh ipper  of peaches i n  1875. H i s  peach t r e e s  a r e  s a i d  t o  have numbered 19,000 

a t  one t ime,  and t h e  1870 A g r i c u l t u r a l  Census r e f l e c t s  t h e  p r o f i t s  r e a l i z e d  from t h e  

peach c u l t u r e .  

The neighboring town of Middletown o f f e red  e x c e l l e n t  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t r a v e l  and 

t r anspor t a t i . on  due t o  t h e  Ph i l ade lph ia ,  Wilmington, and Baltimore Rai l road ,  but  o f f e red  

very l i t t l e  t o  t h e  farming community i n  t h e  way of manufacture. I n  1882, i n  t h e  ex- 

per imental  ve in  of t h e  Claytons, Henry and t h r e e  o t h e r s ,  (one being h i s  f a t h e r )  formed 

a co-partnership fo r  canning f r u i t s  and vegetab les  i n  Middletown on t h e  corner of 

Sco t t  and Lake S t r e e t s .  The company was c a l l e d  Biggs, Clayton and Company. This  a t -  

tempt t o  redeem t h e  peach market during i t s  demise f a i l e d  a f t e r  two, four month 

seasons,  during which time t h e  company provided work fo r  120 employees. I n  1887, 

s i x t e e n  years  a f t e r  an unsuccessful  work works p r o j e c t  i n  Middletown, Henry wi th  o t h e r s ,  

supervised t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of what would be  a  succes s fu l  water works. This  experiment 

is  r e f l e c t e d  on Henry's own farm, i n  t h e  form of a  water  tower near h i s  c a t t l e  barn. 

~ e n r y ' s  a d a p t a b i l i t y  and dabbl ing i s  r e f l e c t e d  on h i s  own farm i n  o ther  ways 

a s  we l l .  The v a r i e t y  of ou tbu i ld ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e  number of farming ventures  he chose 
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t o  t r y ,  or was pushed i n t o  f o r  economic su rv iva l .  I n i t i a l l y  h i s  f a t h e r  was involved 

i n  r a i s i n g  wheat and Indian  corn a s  w e l l  a s  some l i v e s t o c k  while  Henry was growing up 

and going t o  school  i n  New Jersey .  Upon h i s  r e t u r n  t o  S t .  Georges i n  1856, t h e  com- 

p l e t i o n  of t h e  r a i l r o a d  i n  Middletown s e t  t h e  s t a g e  fo r  Henry's en t rance  i n t o  t h e  

peach indus t ry .  The I t a l i a n a t e  houses o f t e n  c a l l e d  "peach houses" a c t u a l l y  preceeded 

t h e  advent of t h e  peach c u l t u r e  i n  Delaware, and l i k e  t h e  orchards ,  were considered 

investments .  The peach orchards were r a t h e r  specu la t ive  and the  a r c h i t e c t u r e  was a  

t a n g i b l e ,  s a f e  investment.  Conjecture would suggest  t h a t  by 1880 Henry was pre- 

par ing  fo r  t h e  demise of t he  peach c u l t u r e  a s  he inves ted  $300.00 i n  fenc ing  and re- 

p a i r s ,  f a r  above t h a t  of t h e  o ther  Claytons l i s t e d ,  and according t o  t h e  Agr i cu l tu ra l  

Census fo r  1880, he no longer owned any peach t r e e s .  

Henry Clayton 's  1898 inventory  and a p p r a i s a l  which was administered two yea r s  

a f t e r  h i s  dea th ,  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  fo r  t h e  remainder of h i s  days he r a i s ed  c a t t l e  and 

g r a i n ,  namely wheat. P a r t  of h i s  income came from t h e  s a l e  of s t r awber r i e s  and hot  

bed sashes .  The advent of a  mechanical age becomes evident  a s  Henryomeda  team of 

plow hor ses  and t h e  r e l a t e d  equipment, whi le  coopera t ive ly  inves t ing  i n  t h e  c o s t  of 

h i r i n g  a  coal-burning thresh ing  machine t o  ha rves t .  

Henry Clayton l i v e d  a t  an opportune time i n  Delaware a g r i c u l t u r a l  h i s t o r y ,  and 

due t o  h i s  a b i l i t y  was a b l e  t o  c a p i t a l i z e  on t h i s .  H i s  home r e f l e c t s  t h e i r  s o c i a l  

and economic s tanding  i n  t h e  community. The ou tbu i ld ings  i n d i c a t e  t h e c y c l e  i n  which 

farmers  i n  S t .  Georges Hundred were caught. Together t h e  house and farm bu i ld ings  

o f f e r  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  look a t  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  f a m i l i e s ,  and t h e  economic and s o c i a l  

s t r u c t u r e s  p re sen t  i n  S t .  Georges Hundred between 1820-1890. 

Nomination by Tr i sh  Bensinger 






